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THE TELIPOGONS OF COSTA RICA 

(II) 

Calaway H. Dodson * 
Rodrigo Escobar R. ** 

TELIPOGON GLICENSTEINII Dodson & Escobar, sp. nov. 

TYPE: CaSTA RICA: SAN JOSE: Km 94 on the Panamerican 
highway on the western side of Cerro de la Muerte, 
epiphytic at the top of a huge tree 30 m tall, alt. 
3050 m, Jun 1985, cultivated by A. Campos near La 
Georgina, flowered 3 Aug 1985, R. Escobar, D. Portillo, 
D. E. de Retana J6iO (JAUM holotype, RPSC, MO, USJ, ANT 
isotypes}. 

Species haec T. christobalensis Krzl. 
floribus multiminoribus, calli forma 
labello 19- ad 21-nervato differt. 

similis, , sed 
dissimili et 

ETYMOLOGY: Named in honor of Leon Glicenstein who 
discovered the species, and was unwilling to divulge 
the locality. 

DISTRIBUTION: Costa Rica. 

Plant of medium size, caulescent; total stem to 14 cm 
long, branched from apical nodes, the branches to 4 cm 
long; roots coarse, produced along the stem. Leaves 
alternate, distichous, obovate, to 4 x 1.4 cm, obtuse 

* Curator, Missouri Botanical Garden, Casilla 449, 
Sucursal 12 de Oct., Quito, Ecuador. 

** Curator of Orchids, Herbarium of Jardin BotAnico 
Joaquin Uribe, Apartado Aereo 4725, Medellin, 
Colombia. 
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Telipogon glicenstcinii 
IllllstratiulI: I .. C. J'ieira 



at the apex, narrowing toward the base, with net-like 
veination; sheaths surrounding the stem. 
Inflorescence terminal, terete, to 45 cm long, to 15 
flowered, sometimes branched, the flowers produced in 
succession; peduncle of 1 elongate internode to 22 cm 
l on g; floral bracts triangular, to 3 mm long; pedicel 
terete, 1.2 cm long; flowers nonresupinate. Flowers 
creamlsh yellow, with purple brown vein lines 
retiCUlately interconnected, the callus dark red
purple, the column blac kish red-purple, spines red. 
Sepals eq ual, narrowl y ovate, conca ve, carinate on the 
backSi de, 0.9 x 0 .4 cm; petals ovate, acuminate, not 
overlapping at the base, 1.1 x 0.6 em, II-to 13-veined; 
l ip bro adl y ovate, obtuse, apiculate, retuse at the 
base, 19-to 21-veined, the veins sometimes branched, to 
I x 1 em, t he callus at the base of the lip solid, 
cor diform from a frontal view, slig htly free from the 
li p at the ape x and arou nd the thickened margins, 
forming a platform i nto which the column is immersed, 
papil l ate-hirsute; column swollen on the ventral side 
s urrounding the stig ma, cordiform from a frontal view, 
pa pilla t e-hirsute, with bristles at the apex of the 
sti gm a, the ape x receding, with 3 dense bundles of 
shor t spines on the upper portion, the middle bundle 
with shorter spines; pollinia 4 in 2 equal pairs, 
ye l l a ~I • 

I LLUSTRATIONS: L. C. iJieira No. 15 (JAUN, RPSCl. 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: 

Scape terete. 
Petals 9-to 13-veined; lip 19-to 21-veined. 
Callus cordiform, the thickened margins raised from the 

surface of the lip. 
Column swollen on the ventral side, cordiform, with 3 

dense bundles of short spines, the dorsal bundle with 
s.horter spines . • 

Plant caulescent. 

OTHER SPECIMENS SEEN: COSTA RICA: 
near La Auxiliadora on the road to 
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T. glicc lI sleillii 
(R. E~l'ou<lr :161 Oa) 

77 



alt. 2850 m, collected by L. Glicenstein, 10 Jun 1978, 
photo by L. Glicenstein labeled "Telipogon 0" (JAUM, 
RPSC); same locality as the holotype, March 1985, D. E. 
de Retana J9 (JAUM, USJ, RPSC). 

NOTES: This species is the least significant of the 
genus in Costa Rica. It was discovered in 1978, but no 
herbarium specimen was prepared at that time. In 1985, 
Aldemar Campos, logging huge trees to make pasture 
land, rediscovered it near La Georgina at the top of 
the trees growing sympatrically with T. guila and T. 
leila-alexandrae. The species is uncommon in the area. 

NOTAS: Esta es la especie menos significativa del genera en Costa Ri ca. Fue des
cubiert o en 1978, pero no se preparo ento nces un ejemplar de herbario. En 198 5 
Aldemar Campos , quicn cortaba arboles enormes para haccr po treros, 10 redescu
brio ce rca a la ( ;eorgina , en la cima de los arbol es crec iendo simpatricamente 
con T. guila y T. leila-alexandrac. Esta cspecie no es comun en cl area . 

T_ g licl' nsle illii 

(R. E~wohar :~6 10) 
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TELIPOGON GRACILIPES Schltr., Rep. Spec. Nov. Beih. 19: 
263.1923 . 

TYPE: COSTA RICA: ALAJUELA: Palmira, alt 1825 m, Apr. 
1921, A. H. Brenes 8 (presumably destroyed at Berlin?). 

SYNONYMS: Telipogon horichianus Braas, Die Orchidee 32: 
244, 1981. 

DISTRIBUTION: Costa Rica 

Plant caulescent, total stem to 12 cm long, branched 
from apical nodes, each branch to 3 cm long; roots 
coarse, produced along the stem. Leaves obovate, 
obtuse at the apex, apiculate, narrowing toward the 
base at the junction with the sheath, to 4 x 1.4 cm, 
but often much smaller. Inflorescence terminal or 
uncommonl y l ateral, terete, unbranched, to 21 cm long, 
l-to 9- f lowered, the flowers produced 1-3, in 
succession , rarely simultaneously, resupinate. Flowers 
yel l ow, t he petals with green or yellow vein lines and 
reticulations which are red-brown for the lower 1/4-
1/ 2, the lip with red-b~own vein lines and 
reticulations and a dark wine-red blotch at the base, 
the column wine-red, the spines (if present) wine-red. 
Sepals equal, narrowly ovate, concave, carinate oi the 
back side, to 1.2 x 0.4 cm; petals ovate, long 
acuminate, to 4.0 x 2.2 cm, 7-to 9-veined (rar ely 10 or 
11); lip ovate, acute at the apex, apiculate, to 3.5 Yo 

~.~ cm, 13-to 21-veined (usually 17) and heavily 
recticulated, the base slightly to somewhat swollen to 
form a collar around the base of the column, finely 
hirsute; column short, terete, the portion below the 
stigma projecting and provided with sericeous hairs, 
ranging from bald to the presence of sparse clusters of 
spines (T. horichianus)j pollinia 4 in 2 equal pairs, 
yellow suffused with red. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: Schltr., illustration of type (AMES!). 
L. C. Vieira No. 19 (JAUM, RPSC). 
L. A. Brass, Die Orchidee 32: 244. 1981 

(as T. horjchianus). 
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Telipogon gracilipes 





T. gracilipes, 
column wi lh spilles 
(R. Escohar 3622) 

T. gracilipes, 
bald column 
(R. Escobar 3541) 
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R. L. Rodriguez, 14 Jul 1964 (uSJ). 
R. L. Rodriguez, 229B (with spines) 

(USJ ) . 
R. L. Rodriguez, Aug 1978, C. Todzia EoTi 

(bald column) (USJ). 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: 

Sc ape terete 
Petals 7-to 9- veined (rarely 10-11 ) ; lip 13-to 21-

ve i ned (usuall y 171 . 
Callus lacking but base of lip swollen to form a collar 

around the base of the column. 
Column terete, bald or with sparse tufts of spines, 

the portion below the stigma projecting and with 
a tuft of soft hairs. 

Plant caulescent. 

OT HER SPECIMENS SEEN: COSTA RICA: SAN JOSE: near 
Cascajal, alt. 1850 m, collector not recorded, bought 
b y C. Horich, Jul 1980, L A. Braas 34 ( illustration of 
holot ype of T. horichiaTius - private herbarium of L. A. 
Braas); Las Nubes, above Coronado, alt. 1900 m, Aug. 
1938, Valerio 2661 (AMES); HEREDIA: near Vara Blanca, 
alt 1800 m, 15 Sep. 19 79, Luer et al. 4178 (SEL l ; 
between Barba and Varablanca, km 27 above Los Cartagos, 
alt 2000 m, 12 Oct 1984, epiphytic on Iln !:.p., 4 
meters from the ground, R. Escobar, H. Garces and O. 
Perez 3541 (JAUM, RPSC); same tree, 14 Jul 1983, R. 
Esc oba\ & K ,IITIdu son 3005 (SELl; above Porrosati, al t. 
23 00 m, 25 Oct 1984, R. Escobar & R. Vega 3591 (JAUM, 
RPSC, USJ, CR); same localit y (with spinesl R. Escobar 
35'11A (JAUN); Varablanca, alt 1400-1700 m, 12 Aug 1978, 
C. Todzia 389 (CRI; Finca of Mike Canon, near junction 
of highways 9 & 120, alt. 1900 m, 20 Jul 1975, J. & K. 
Utley 2669 (CR); El Gallito, alto 1900 m, 30 Oct 1938, 
H. Valerio 2664 (AMES); same locality, alt. 2080 m, 7 
Aug 1985, R. Escobar & D. Portillo 3621 A, C & D 
(JAUH); R. Escobar & D. Portillo 3621 B & E (JAUM, 
RPSC); between El Gallito and road to Rio Patria 
(column with spines), alt 2020 m, 7 Aug 1985, R. 
Escobar & D. Portillo 3622 (JAUM, RPSC); same locality 
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and date (column with spines), alL 2100 Ill, R, Es c obar 
& D, Por t i l l o 36 23 (JAUM,RPSC); road to Rio Patria, in 
a pasture on a rotten tree stump fully exposed to the 
s un one meter abo ve the ground, alt. 2050 m, 14 Aug 
1985, R, Esco bar, D. Portillo & A, Jiaenez 3631 IJAUM , 
RPSC, MO); 

NOTES: Teli po goD gracilipes has not been found again 
a t the type locality in the province of Alajuela, but 
i s ve ry commmon in the Provinces of Heredia and San 
Jos~ . It is ver y var iable in col or and number of veins 
of th e pet a ls and t he l ip and also in the transverse 
r e ti c ul a t ions, but can always be recognized by the 
ova te, ver y l ong acuminate petals and by a dark wine
red b lotc h at the base of the lip and commonly, at the 
ba s e of the petals. The column is usually naked on top 
an d with a bundle of a few short hairs on the chin 
below t he s tigm a but in about 20% of the plants 
ex amin ed , 3 sparse bundles of long spines were present 
on th e t op of the column. 

NOT AS: Tt'lipogoll gracilipe.l' no ha sido encont rado de nuevo en la localidad tipo 
en la provincia de Alajue la , pero es rnuy cornun en las p rovincias de Heredia y 
San Jose. Es m uy va riab le en el color y ell el nurnero de vc nas de los petalos y 
del labelo y tambien <:: n las reti cul ac iones tra nsve rsal es, pero siernpre puc de reco
nocerse po r los ovados peta los larga mellte ac uminados y por la oscura mancha 
roj o-v ino en la base de l labc lo Y COnlunmente en la base de los peta los. La colum
na cs usualmenle desnuda a rriba y can lin m anojo de pocos pelos cortos en cI 
menton dcbajo del es ti gm a, pero en un 20 0 /0 m as 0 menos de las plantas examina
das, est aban presentes en la parte de arri ba de la co lumna 3 rnanoj os poco densos 
de espinas largas. 

TELIPOGON GUlLA Dodson & Escobar, sp. nov. 

TYPE: COSTA RICA: SAN JOSE: km 94 on the Pana~erican 
Highway on the eastern side of Cerro de la Muerte, 
epiphytic at the top of a huge tree 30 m tall, alt. 
3050 m, Jun 1985, cultivated by A. Campos near La 
Georgina, flowered in cultivation 3 Aug 1985, R. 
Escobar, D. Portillo & D. E. de Retana 3611 iJAUM 
holot ype, RPSC, MO, USJ isotypes). 
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Species haec T. bi ol le yi Schltr. similis, sed floribus 
atropurpur eo maculatis et callo cordato liberi 
praeter basim c olum nae dif f ert. 

ET YMO LOGY : Name d to honor young bo ys with sharp 
and the instincts of monkeys when climbing trees. 
Costa Rica such boys are called "guilas". They 
usuall y small and sInce this species is one of 
sma l lest-flo wered members of the genus Telipogon 
Costa Ri ca th e name seems appropriate. 

DIS TRIBUTION : Costa Rica . 

eyes 
In 

are 
the 

in 

Plant small , shortl y caulescent; total stem to 3 cm 
long, branched from the apical nodes, the branches 1 
em long; roots very coarse, produced along the stem. 
Leaves alternate, dis tichous, elliptic to obovate, to 
2.5 x 1 cm, obtuse to acute at the ape x , narrowing 
toward the base, wIth net-li ke vei nation; sheaths 
surrounding the st em and overlapping. Inflorescence 
terminal, terete, to 10 cm long, to 5-flowered, 
pr oduced In su cc ession with up to 4 open 
simult aneo usly, un branched; peduncle of 1 internode, to 
6 cm long; floral bracts triangular, apiculate, 4 mm 
long; pedicel terete, to 1.2 cm long. Flowers non 
resupinat e, ~a sal l y yellow totally covered with 
coales cent red-chocolate brown blotches with red vein 
lines and reticulations; sepals white with trans verse 
red-choco late marking s . Sepals narrowly ovate, long 
acuminate, conca ve, carinate on the bac ksi de, 0 .6 x 0.3 
em; peta ls narrowly ovate, long acuminate, 1.2 x 8 em, 
5-veined, the ve ins retiCUlately branched; lip broadly 
elliptic, obtuse at the ape x , bluntly apiculate, obtuse 
at the base, 1.2 x 1.2 cm, 13-to 15-veined, the callus 
at th e base of the lip cordiform from a frontal view, 
fin el y papillose, with a raised keel down the middle 
and raised mar gins tha t are free from the lip; column 
emersed in the callus, swollen around the ovoid stigma, 
with 3 eq ua l bundles of thin, soft, long spines; 
po l linia 4 in 2 equa l paIrs, yellow. 
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T. gllilu 
(R. E~cobar 3570) 

T. gltiia 
(R. Escobar 36lJ) 
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ILLUSTRATIONS: L. C. Vieira No.5 (JAY", RPSCl. 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: 

Scape terete. 
Petals 5-veined; lip 13-to 15 veined. 
Callus cordiform. 
Column emersed in the callus, with 3 tufts of equal, 

thin, soft spines. 
Plant short caulescent. 

OTHER SPECIMENS SEEN: Cerro de I a Muerte, Km 94 
Panamerican Highway, not far from La Georgina, al t. 
3100 Ill, discovered by Ricardo Campos, 22 Oct 1984, R. 
Escobar & R. Vega 3570 (JAUMl. 

NOTES: This species was discovered by 10 year old 
Ricardo Campos in October 1984, but onl y one plant with 
the last flower open was found at that time. It was 
rediscovered by his father in June 1985, when logging 
trees, growing sympatrically with T. gleicensteinii and 
T. leila-alexandrae. Four plants were examined each 
with 3 or 4 flowers open simultaneously. The pollinia 
had not been removed by a pollinating agent. 

NOT AS: Esta especie rue descubicrta por Ricardo Campos de 10 afios en Octubre 
de 1984, pero solamentc una planta con La ultima flor abierta fue cncontrada en 
ese entonces. Fue redescubierta por su padre en 1985 , cuando cortaba arboles, 
creciendo simpatrica~ente con T glicensteinii y T leila-alexandrat:. Cuatro plan
tas fuerun' examinadas, cada una con 3 6 4 flores abiertas simuitaneamcntc. Los 
polinios no habian sidonmovidos por el agente polinizador. 

TELIPOGON LEILA-ALEXANDRAE Brass, Die Orchidee 36: 78. 
1985. 

TYPE: COSTA RICA: SAN JOSE: Cerro de la Muerte, alt. 
2450 Ill, Mar 1984, L. & A. Heinrich & H. Ardelt sn. 
(private herbariull of L. A. Braas, holotypel. 

DISTRIBUTION: Costa Rica. 
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T. leila-alexa lldrae 
( R. Escohar 36.+1) 

T. leila-alexalldrae 
(R. Escobar 3633) 
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Plant caulescent; stem to 2.5 cm long; roots fine, 
produced from the base of the stem. Leaves narrowly 
obovate, acute at the apex, apiculate, narrowing to the 
base to join the sheath, to 4 x 0.7 cm. Inflorescence 
terminal, terete, unbranched, to 13 cm tall, 3-to 4-
flowered, the flowers produced usually 1-2 in 
succession. Flowers yellow with a rose suffusion at 
the base of the segments and red-brown or green vein 
lines in the petals and lip with few to many 
reticulations, the column and spines red to red-brown. 
Sepals narrowly ovate, concave, carinate on the 
backside, to 1.2 x 0.4 cm; petals ovate-elliptic, long 
acuminate, to 2.1 x 1.6 cm, 7-to 13-veined (usually 9-
to II-veined); lip ovate to elliptic-ovate, acute at 
the apex, apiculate, to 2.5 x 2.0 cm, 15-to 23-veined 
(usually 17-to 19-veinedl, swollen at the base to form 
a collar surrounding the column, with a faint keel down 
the front, subglabrous to finely hirsute; column 
terete, the underside of the stigma not projecting, the 
upperside with 3 bundles of sparse, long, soft spines; 
pollinia 4 in 2 palrs. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: Braas, Die Orchidee 36: 79. 1985. 
L. C. Vieira No. 25 (JAUM, RPSC). 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: 

Scape terete. 
Petals 7-to 13-veined (usually 9-11): lip 15-to 23-

veined (usually 17-191. 
Callus lacking but base of lip forming a swollen collar 

around the base of the column. 
Column terete, underside of stigma not projecting, with 

3 bundles of equal, sparse, long, soft spines. 
Plant caespitose 

OTHER SPECIMENS SEEN: COSTA RICA: SAN JOSE: Between La 
Trinidad de Dota and Madre Selva, km 64 Panamerican 
Highway, alt. ca. 2450 m, 17 Aug 1985, R. Escobar, D. 
Portillo & D. f. de Retana 3633 !JAUM); CARTAGO: 
eastern side of Cerro de la Muerte, near Villa Mills, 
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Km 98 Panamerican Highway, behind restaurante La 
Auxiliadora, alt. 2850 m, epiphytic on Randia karstenii 
"Peispute", 23 Oct 1984, R. Escobar & R. Vega 3571 
JAUM, RPSC, MO, CR) ; between La Georgi na and La 
Auxiliadora, km 97, Panamerican Highway, alt 2880 m, 
20 Aug 1985, R. Escobar & D. Portillo 3641 (JAUM, RPSC, 
USJ)j same locality and date, R. Escobar & D. Portillo 
3642 A & 8 (JAUM, RPSC); same locality and date,R. 
Escobar & D. Portillo 3642 C & D (RPSC)j km 94 
Panamerican Highway, alt. ca. 3000 m, collected by E. 
Abarca near La Georgina, 25 Aug 1985, R. Escobar, D. 
Portillo & D. E. de Retana 3649 (JAUM, RPSC, MO, USJ). 

NOTES: T. leila-al£xandrae is extremely common around 
La Georgina and it is curious that it was discovered 
independently by H. Ardelt and R. Escobar only as late 
as March and October 1984. It is a very variable 
species in vein number as well as in the color of the 
vein lines and ' the reticulations which are present or 
absent. In October 1984 more than 50 flowers were 
e>: ami ned. 

NOT AS: T lcila-alexandrae es ex tremadamente comun alrededor de La Georgina 
y es curioso que fue dcscubierto solamente hace poco en forma independiente por 
H. Ardelt y R. Escobar en Marzo y Octubre de 1984. Es una espccie muy variab le 
en numero de venas como tambien en el color de las lineas de estas y en las reticu
laciones que puede estar presentes 0 ausentes. En Octubre de 1984 fueron exami
nadas mas de 50 flores. 

TElIPOSON MONTICOlA L. O. Wms., Fieldiana Bot. 32: 202. 
1970. 

TYPE: COSTA RICA: CARTAGO: near Villa Mills, km 97, 5 
km SE of summit along Interamerican Highway, Cordillera 
de Talamanca, alt. 3100 m, 19 Jun 1968, Burger & Stolze 
5993 (FI holotype, US~ isotype). 

DISTRIBUTION: Costa Rica 
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Plant long caulescent, total stem to 70 cm tall, 
branching at the apical nodes, the branches to 15 cm 
long; roots coarse, produced along the stems. Leaves 
oblong-elliptic, obtuse at the apex, narrowing abruptly 
at the base to join the sheath, to 4 . 5 x 1.4 cm. 
Inflorescence terminal or lateral, terete, seldo~ 

branched, to 40 cm tall, 3-to 9-flowered, the flowers 
produced 1-4 in succession, resupinate. Flowers 
yellow, the petals with or without dull red-brown vein 
lines and reticulations, the petals and lip with a red
brown suffusion that covers more than half the surface, 
the call us, column and spines purple-black. Sepals 
na rro wly ovate, equal, concave, to 11 x 0.5 cm; petals 
r hombic-elliptic, acute at the ape x , obtuse at the 
ba se , to 2.1 x 1.6 cm, 7-veined; lip broadly ovate, 
obt use at the apex, apiculate, to 1.8 x 1.8 cm, 14-to 
15 -n er ved, the base with a prominent callus, which is 
cordiform from a frontal VIew, subpeltate from a 
latera l view, the subsagittate lateral lobes 
s urrounding the basal half of the column, mostly free 
from the surface of the lip, sparsely villose; column 
projecting below the stigma, papillose- villose, with 3 
equal bundles of dense, long spines on the dorsal 
surface; poll i nia 4 in 2 equal pairs, light yellow. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: L. O. Williams, Fieldiana Bot. 32: 203. 
19 70. 

L. C. Vieira No. 22 (JAU~l, RPSC). 
R. L. Rodriguez, 534, A. Heston & H. 

Hathid s sn, 27 Jun 1967, (USJI. 
R. L. Rodriguez, No. 969, G. Caraiol 

sn, 18 Jun 1978, (USJ I . 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: 

Scape terete. 
Petals 7-nerved; lip 14-to 15-nerved. 
Callus prominent, cordiform from a frontal view. 

Column projecting and swollen below the stigma, spines 
in 3 equal bundles. 

Plant long caulescent. 
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T. 111011 tiro/a 
(R. Escoo<l r 3638) 

T. IIIOll/icoLa 

(R. Es(;ohar 3630) 
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OTHER SPECIMENS SEEN: COSTA RI CA: SAN JOS E: wes te rn 
side of Cerro de la Muerte, km 73 Pan american Highway, 
alL 2275 m (?), 22 Jul 1966, R. AndersoTr & S. Hori 232 
IF, paratype); near La Georgina, km 94 Panamerican 
Highway, alt. ca. 3100 m, collect ed by A. Campos, 
(sterile specimens), 8 Oct 1984, R. Escob a r~ H. Garces, 
O. Perez & D. E. de Retana 3527 (JAUM, RPSC); same 
localit y , alL ca. 3000 .m, collected by A. Campos, Jun 
1985, flowered in cultivation, 3 Aug 1985, R. Escob ar & 
D. Portillo 361 2 IJAUM, RPSC}; CAR1AGO: be twee n La 
Georgina and La Auxiliadora, km 97 Pana me rican Highway, 
( flowers without reticulations), alt. 2880 m, R. 
Esco bar & D. Portillo 3630 IJAUM, RPSC}; same locality, 
(unusually dark form), 20 Aug 1985, R. Escobar & D. 
Portillo 3638 (JAUM), same locality and dat e, R. 
Escobar & D. Portillo 36J8 A & B (RPSC) ; sam e loc a li t y 
and date, flowers from several different plants, R. 
Escobar & D. Portillo 3639 IJAUM, RPSC, MO, USJ); sam e 
locality and date, R. Es co bar & D. Portillo 3643 (JAUM, 
RPSC) . 

NOTES: Te i i poGcn m · n: !coi a is an e xtremely long 
caulescent, re cu m ~e~~ ol ant but the flowers are small 
compared to the 51:e ot th e p l ant. A very large 
number of plants was studied and It is a very variable 
specie s in fl owe r co lo r , s ome pl an ts presenting no 
re t iculations. I t grows associated with T. 
cos tari c en s i s , Iowa n tree trunks or scattered at the 
base of the truh k in dense oak f 6rests. 

NOT AS: Telipogo/l /lIO/ltico/a cs L1na plallta ealliL'sccntc cldrcrnadallll!lltc larga , 
ljlle sc rCClicsta, pcro las !lures son pcq llcrlas cllmparadas eun cl tamall O de la plan
ta o Fue cstlldiado un numcro llllly grande dt: plantas y es Ilna t:srccie Illll y varia
ble en cl color dc la !lo r, con algllllas plantas prl'sent:mdo nin guna reti l'ulacion . 
('reee asoeiada CO il T c(},tariccllsis, en la part e baja de los troncos de los arbo les 
o cspareida cn la basc dcl tronco cn bosqucs dcllSos de roblcs. 

TELIPOGON PARVUlUS C. Schw., BoL Mus. Le a f l . 4 : 123 . 
1937. 

TYP E: COS TA RICA: SAN JOSE: near La Holanda, 29 Sep. 
193 4, Val eri o 97 1 (F I holotype , CR ! i sotype ) . 
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DISTRIBUTION: Central Costa Rica to Western Panama. 

Plant small, caespitose; stem to 0.5 cm long; roots 
f i ne, produced from the base of the stem. Leaves 
narrowly elliptic, acute at the ape x , distichous, 
conduplicate at the base. Inflorescence terminal, 
terete, unbranched, to 6 cm tall, 4-to 8-flowered, the 
flowers produced 1 or 2 in succession. Flowers lemon
yellow, the petals with green vein lines, the lip with 
light brown vein lines, some lines branched, the 
callus, column and spines wine-red. Sepals ovate, 
concave, muricate at the ape x , 0 .7 x 0 .4 cm; petals 
elliptic, acute at the ape x , acute at the base, 0.9 x 
0.9 em, 7- to 9- veined; lip ovate, concave, apiculate, 
0.7 x 1.2 cm, 13-to 17- vei ned, with a cordiform
sagittate callus at the base, embracing the column only 
underneath; column enlarged with a pair of quadrate 
lateral lobes on each s i de of the stigma and the area 
beneath the stigma swollen and projecting over the 
call us, eac h l ateral lobe with a bundle of long, sparse 
spi nes on the dorsal marg i n, the anther minutely 
pap i llose; pollinia 4 in 2 pairs, white. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: Sketch of type specimen (AMES'). 
L. C. Vieira No. 22 (JAUM, RPSC). 
R. L. Rodriguez, 19 May 1967 (USJ). 

DISTINGUISHINt FEATURES: 

Scape terete . . 
Peta l s 7-to 9-veined; lip 13-to 17-veined. 
Callus cordiform-sagittate. 
Colum n with quadrate wings on each side of 

with spines on the dorsal margin, 
minutely papillose. 

Plant caespitose. 

the stigma, 
the anther 

OTHER SPECIMENS SEEN: COSTA RICA: SAN JOSE: San 
Cristobal Norte, alL 1900 m, 8 Oct 1978, C. Todzia 458 
( CR); San ~liguel, alL ca. 1800 Rl, Sept 1984, J. Hall 
571 (CR); HEREDIA: above Porrosati, Vereda Los Angeles, 
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alt. 230 0 m, 25 Oct 1984, R. Es cobar & R. Vega 359 2 
(JAU MI ; CAR TAGO: Palmital, km 37 Paname r ican Highway, 
al t. 1980 m, epiph ytic exclusivel y on thin, non-mossy 
twi gs of a member of the Melastomaceae known locally 
as "C ant arillo ", between 3 & 8 m f rom the ground, 2 Oct 
1984 , R. E 5(o bar~ n. Garces & L. Hora 35 00 (JAUM, RPSC, 
MO , USJ ) . 

PAHAHA : 
11 Se p . 

CHI RIQ UI: Ll anos west of Volcan, alt 1500 m, 
19 76 , Luer &- Butcher 118 5 (SEll. 

NOTES : The column of T. parv ulu5 is unlike any other 
s pecie s of Tel i pog on in that we l l-de veloped quadrate 
la te r al lobes occu r on each side of the stigma much as 
in ma ny membe r s of the genus Stellilabiu~. This 
sp e ci e s i s ra t her freq uent in the Pro vinces of San 
J os ~, Heredia and Cartago and usually it grows 
as s oc iat ed wit h T. b i o lle yi ~ T. ardeltianu s and T. 
qra·::i lip es. 

NOT AS : La c()lullllla de T. parJlulus no se parece a la de ninguna otra espccie dt' 
Td ipogoll por lu , biell dcsarro llad os lobulus latera les cuadrados que sc prcse n
tan a c(lda lado del estigma co mo ell l1Iuchos micmbros del gencro Stellilabium. 
Esta espec ie es relativaJllc ll te frcc llcnte en las provincias de San Jose , Hered ia y 
Carta go Y lI s11almcntc creec asociada con T. biolleri. T. ardelt ianus y T. gracilip l!s. 

TELIPOGON PFAVII Schltr., Rep. Spec. Nov . I)eg. 17: 143. 
1921. 

TYP E: CO STA RICA: Nithout lo ( ality~ 

( pre s um a b I y des t roy e d a t Be r lin·, cop Y 
prepared from the type at AMES 24894! ) . 

DIST RIBUTION: Costa Rica. 

Piau 930 
of dr awi ng 

Pl an t medium in size, caulescent, total stem to 9 cm 
lon g , branched at an apical node , branches to 6 cm 
lon g; roots coarse, produced along the stem. Leaves 
narr owl y oblong, obtuse at t he ape x , narrowing to join 
th e s heath at the base. Inflorescence terminal, 
t e r ete, unbranched to 21 cm long, 6-to 8-flowered, the 
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T. pfallii 
(L. G li(;I'II: leill , 
"Tt'lipogoll G") 

T. I'fallii 
(L. r, l in~·lI s leill , 

" Tdipogon 9") 



Tracillg from thl' origillal drawing pTl'Parcd under th,' supervisiun ()f R. Schl/'Chter and 

Sl ' llt to O. ,'Iml's. 

Tdipogon pfavii 



flowers produced 1-2 in succession. Flowers yellow, 
the petals with green vein lines changing to red-brown 
toward the base, the lip with red-brown vein lines and 
totaly covered by reticulations. the callus and column 
wine-red, the spines light red. Sepals equal. ovate, 
concave, carinate down the back, to 1 x 0.4 cm; petals 
broadly elliptic-ovate, acuminate. 1.5 x 1.2 cm, 9-to 
13-veined; lip broadly ovate, subapiculate, 1.6 x 1.2 
em, 16 -t o IS-ve ined, with an obvious callus at the 
base, cordifcrm from a frontal view, vi llose, 
surrounding the lower side of the column; column 
projectIng under the stigma, with a bundle of short, 
sparse spines on each side of the anther, the anther 
with ver y short-villose hairs; pollinia 4 in 2 equal 
pairs. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: Drawing supervised by Schltr. IA MES'). 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: 

Scape terete. 
Petal s 9-to 13-veined; lip 16-to 18-veined. 
Callus cordiform from a frontal view, surrounding the 

lower SIde of the column. 
Column projecting under the stIgma with a bundle of 

short, sparse spines on each side of the anther, 
the anther with very short villose hairs. 

Plant caulescent. 

OTHER SPECIMENS SEEN:COSTA RICA: El Cedral, Jul-Aug 
1962. C. Dodso~ & C. Horich sn ( JAUM, RPSC, color 
photo); without record of locality. photographed by 
Leon Gllcenstein 7 & 9 May 1977, labeled "Telipogon 6" 
and "Te lipogon 9" (JAUM, RPSC, color photo); without 
record of localit y , photographed by L. Glicenstein, 14 
Jun 1977 (J AUM, RPSC. color photo). 

NOTES: Telipogo~ pfavii was described in 1921 from a 
Piau collection without date and locality. The species 
seems to be rare and was rediscovered by C. Dodson and 
C. Horich in 1962, but no specimen was prepared. It 
was photographed again by L. Glicenstein in May and 
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Ju ne of 1977 but no specimens were prepared and the 
locality of the populatlon was not mad e available when 
inquiry was made. 

NOT AS: Tdipligfi/l p./a!'ii rill' dl'scrito l'n 192 1 ue lllia culeda de Pra y sill fc chlJ ni 
localidad. Esta especic PlJl'l'CC ser c~casa y fue redcsclIbil.!rt:J pur C. Dou son y C. 
IIllrich en 1962. pcrn no se prcparo ningLII1 c jelliplar de hl'l'bario . Flit' rotograria
da de nuevo par L.. (;Iicemtcin l:'n Ma yo y JUllio u'_' 1977 pen> talllpoCll Sl.! prepa
raron cjelllplares y la Illcalidad de lapuhlac i6 n 11 0 rue rcve laua ( uando 51.! preg un-

t6 pOl' ella. 

TELIPOGON PORTILLOI Dodson & Escobar sp. no v. 

TYPE : COSTA RICA: CARTAGO : 
of the Panamer ican Highway, 
R, Escobar, P, Portillo & 
holotype, RPSC isotype). 

T. portilloi 

Cerro de la Huerte, km 90 
alL 3300 m, 25 Aug 1985, 
D, E, de Retana 3648 (JAUM 

(L. Clicl' ll s te in , "Te lirogo n DE" 
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Species haec T. leila-alexandrae Brass similis, sed 
floribus multiminoribus et labelli callo triangulari 
roseolo columnam amplectenti differt. 

ET YMOLOGY: Named in hon or of David Portillo, of 
Medellin, Colombia, who rediscovered the species. 

DISTRIBUTION: Costa RIca. 

Plant small, caesPltose; stem to 3 mm long, branched 
from the base; roots c oarse, pr oduced from the base of 
th e st2m. Leaves alternate, dlstichous, 3 to 5, 
nar row ly obovate, acute at the 6pe x , narrowing toward 
the base to the junction ~Ith the sheath; with net-like 
vein atio n, to 2.1 x 0 .4 cm. Inflorescenc e t erminal or 
lateral , terete, to 5 cm lon g, branched or un branched, 
3-to 5-flowered, the flowers produced In succession; 
peduncle of 1 internode to 3 cm long; floral bracts 
triangular, apiculate, to 4 mm l ong; pedicel terete to 
1 cm long; flowers non -resupinate. Flo wers yellow with 
green or red-brown vein lines wh ich have transverse 
reticulations, the callus pink, the column and spines 
wine-red. Sepa ls equal, narrowly ovate, concave, 
carinate on the back side, to 0.6 x 0.2 cm; petals 
r hombic -elliptic, acute, to x 0.6 cm, 5-to 7-veined, 
the veins often branched near the margin; lip broadly 
ovate, obtuse at the apex and base, aplculate at the 
ape x , 1.1 x 0.8 cm, with 13 main veins, often branched 
to form up to 17 veins, some of the veins branched near 
the margin, the callus at the base of the lip a 
semicirc~lar swelling which embraces the column, finely 
papillose-villose; column sh or t, emersed in the callus 
with 3 bundles of sparse, short, soft spines of equal 
length; pollinia 4 in 2 equal pairs. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: L. C. Vieira No. 21 IJAUM , RPSC). 
R. L. Rodriguez, 21 June 1978 IUSJ}. 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: 

Scape terete. 
Petals 5-to 7-v eined; lip 13-to 17-veined. 
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Telipof{oll purlillui 
(R. E~col)ar 3648) 
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Callus a se~icircular swelling embracing the column. 

Column short with 3 bundles of sparse, short, soft 
spines of equal length. 

Plant caespitose. 

OTHER SPECIMENS SEEN: COSTA RICA: CARTAGO: km 97 of the 
Panamerican Highway, between La Georgina and La 
Auxiliadora, alt. 2880 m, 25 Aug 1985, R. Escobar, D. 
Portillo & D. E. de Retana 3646 IJAUMI. 

NOTES: This species was photographed by Leon 
Glicenstein on 28 May 1978 and labeled "Telipogon DE". 
No herbarium material was prepared at that time and the 
locality was not provided when inquiry was made. Three 
plants were rediscovered by David Portillo in August 
1985, in two different localities and based on these 
specimens the species has been described. The type 
material is of smaller plants than the one photographed 
in 1978. 

NOT AS : Esta cspccic fu e fologla fiuda por l.eo n Clice nstc in el 28 de Mayo de 
1978 y Jl1urcada como "Telipogo n DE". Nu sc p re p~ro matcl iu l de il erhario en 
esc cntollccs Y la loca lidad no fu e dada cuandlJ sc pregunt l) por ella . Tres plantas 
fu eron redescubiertas por Dav id Port illo ell Agustu dc 1985, en dos Incalidades 
diferent es y con base en est os ejcmplares se hu desc rilu la cspec ic . El material 
tipo es de plantas mas pcquclias que la fOlografiada e ll 1978. 

TELIPOGON RETANARU" Dodson & Escobar, sp. nov. 

TYPE: COSTA RICA: CARTAGO: National Reserve of 
Tapanti, alt. 1660 m, ca. 6 km from the entrance, 200 m 
after a large waterfall on an open side of the road to 
the right in a very windy and exposed area, 4-5 meters 
above the ground, epiphytic on two different shrubs of 
Piper lanceafoliua, 14 Oct 1984, R. Escobar, R. L. 
Dressler, H & D. E. & f. Retana 3555 IJAUM holotype, 
RPSC i sot ype I. 

Species haec T. guilae Dodson & Escobar similis, sed 
floribus atropurpureis non-maculatis, petalis obtusis 
I1-nervatis basi incrassatis pubescentibusque differt. 
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ETYMOLOGY: Named in honor of Marcos, Dora Emilia and 
Emilia Retana, co-discoverers of this species. 

DISTRIBUTION: Costa Rica. 

Plant very small, caespitose; stem to 0.5 cm long; 
roots fine, produced from the base of the stem. Leaves 
alternate, distichous, elliptical, acute at the apex, 
narrowing toward the base to join the sheath; with net-
like veination; sheaths surrounding the stem. 
Inflorescence terminal, terete, to 15 cm long, 
unbranched, to 7-flowered, flowers produced singly in 
succession; peduncle of 1 internode to 6 cm long; 
floral bracts triangular, to 3 mm long; pedicel terete, 
curved, to 1 cm long; flowers nonresupinate. Flowers 
very dark maroon-red, the callus wine red, the column 
maroon-black. Sepals equal, ovate, concave, carinate 
on the backside, to 0.7 x 0.4 cm; petals broadly ovate, 
acuminate at the apex, to 1.2 x 1 cm, 11-to 13-veined, 
veins few-branched; lip ovoid, retuse at the apex, 
apiculate, to 1.4 x 1.2 cm, 13-to I5-veined, veins 
unbranched, the callus at the base of the lip 
cordiform-subsagittate from a frontal view, to 6 mm 
long, 4 mm wide, acuminate at the apex with a broad 
longitudinal keel,. with a raised margin somewhat free 
from the lip, finely papillose-villose, the lateral 
lobes surrounding most of the column; column emersed in 
the callus, very short, with the stigma in a deeply 
sunken pit, with 3 bundles of spines, the lateral 
bundles sparse, the dorsal dense; pollinia 4 in 2 equal 
pairs, white. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: L. C. Vieira No. ~ (JAUM, RPSC). 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: 

Scape terete. 
Petals 11-to I3-veined; lip 13-to 15-veined. 
Callus cordiform-hastate with a raised margin free from 

the lip. 
Column sunken in the callus with the stigma in a pit. 
Plant caespitose. 
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OTHER SPECIMENS SEEN: COSTA RICA: CARTAGO: saMe 
locality as the type collection, alt 1630 m, 8 Aug 
1985, R. Esco bar, D. Portillo and H. Retana 3628 (RPSC, 
USJ) . 

NOTES: Two flowering plants were discovered in 1984 
with a total of 3 flowers (2 were pollinated) and 5 
dark maroon seed pods. In addition to the two 
fl owering plants one seedling was found growing on the 
pe t iole of the leaf of a small tree one meter from the 
gr ound. No additional plants were encountered. One 
year later two more plants, flowering for the first 
ti me, wer e f ound in the same trees and are assumed to 
ha ve matured within one year. 

NOT AS: Dos plantas Oorecidas fueron descubiertas en J 984 con un total de 3 
flo res (2 estaba n polinizadas) y 5 ca psulas de semilla de color marron oscuro. 
Ademas de las dos plantas florecidas se encontro un "seedling "creciendo a un 
metro del suelo en el pedolo de la hoja de un pequeno arbol. No se encontraron 
rl:mlas adicionales. Un ai'lo mas tard e, dos plantas mas , floreciendo por primera 
vel., fueron encontradas en los mismos arboles y se presume que maduraron en el 
termino de un alio . 

TE LIPOGON SETOSUS Ames, Bot. Mus. Leaf!. 6: 28. 1938. 

TY PE: COSTA RICA: Vara Blanca de Sarapiqui, north 
sl ope of central Cordillera, alt. 1500-1700 m, Jul. to 
Sept. 1937, Sku tc h 3246 (AMES!) 

DISTRIBUTION: Costa Rica. 

Pl ant caespitose; stem to 0.5 cm tall; roots fine, 
produced from the base of the stem. Leaves narrowly 
e lliptic, acute at the apex, narrowing toward the base 
to j oin the sheath, to 3 x 0.6 cm. Inflorescence 
t erminal, terete, unbranched, to 13.5 cm long, 5-to 7-
fl owered, the flowers produced 1 to 2 in succession. 
Flo wers yellow with maroon vein lines, the vein lines 
narrow in the petals, broad in the lip, the column and 
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the spines wine-red. Sepals equal, concave, to 0.7 x 
0 .2 cm; 7-veined; lip broadly elliptic, obtuse at the 
apex, to 1 x 1.3 cm, 9-to 11-veined, swollen at the 
base to form a collar around the base of the column, 
the collar with a short horn on each side at the base; 
column subterete, swollen under the apex of the stigma 
and projecting slightly, with a bundle of .etose spines 
on each side of the anther and a bundle of shorter 
spines on the anther; pollinia 4 in equal pairs. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: Ames, Bot. Mus. Leafl. 6: 29. 1938. 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: 

Scape terete. 
Petals 7-nerved; lip 9-to 11-nerved. 
Callus indistinct, swollen around the base of the 

column with a tooth on each side at the base. 
Column setose. 
Stem caespitose. 

NOTES: The description was prepared from the type 
specimen since neither living material or photographs 
were available. There exists some doubt about the 
validity of the pair of horns at the base of the collar 
surrounding the column. They may be merely artifacts 
of boiling the flowers for preparation of the sketch. 
In any case, the,features of the plant and flowers do 
not match an y other known species but come closest to 
T. caroiiai, which comes from a very distant region in 
Costa Rica. Search of the type locality, by R. 
Escobar, has failed to turn up specimens of this 
species. 

NOT;\S: La descripcion fue preparada del ejemplar tipo , ya que ni m aterial vivo 
ni fotograf13s estu vicron disponibles. Ex iste algllna duda ace rca de la val idez del 
par de Cllemos en la base del collar qlle rod ca la co lumna. Pueden sc r solamentc 
prodllcto del hervir las flares para preparar el dib ujo . En todo caso, los rasgos de 
la plant a y las fl ores no concue rdan call otra especie conocida , pero estan ce rcanos 
a T. caroliae, el cllal proviene de una region muy distante en Costa Rica . La bus
queda de la loca lidad tipo , por R. Escobar, ha fallado en encontra r nueVQS ejem
rImes dc esta espec ic. 
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Tracing/rom the original drawing, Bot. Mus. Leajl. 6: 29. 1938. 
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Telipogon setosus 



TELIPOSON STORKII Ames & C. Schw., Sched. Orch. 10: 
101. 1930. 

TYPE: COSTA RICA: La Chonta, 15 May 1928, Stork 2101 
( ANES~) . 

DISTRIBUTION: Costa Rica. 

Plant large, long eaulescent; total stem to 18 cm long, 
branching from apical nodes, branches to 3 .5 em long; 
roots coarse, produced along the stem. Leaves 
alternate, distichous, narrowly oblong- elliptical, 
obtuse and apiculate at the apex, to 2.5 x 1 cm, with 
net-like veination. Inflorescence terminal, terete, to 
30 cm long, unbranched, 6-to 9-flowered, produced 
singly in succession; peduncle of 1 internode, to 19 cm 
long; pedicel terete, to 2 . 5 cm long, twisted and 
arched at the midpoint. Flowers from light to dark 
yellow, with broad tan, brown or red-brown vein lines, 
the callus, column and column spines dark brown. 
Sepals narrowly ovate, to 1.2 x 0.5 cm, carinate on the 
back side with a pair of approximate veins on each 
side; petals broadly ovate, acuminate , overlapping at 
the midpoint, concave for the basal half, to 2.4 x 2 .3 
cm, 16-to 19-veined, usually 17-veined; lip broadly 
transversely ovate, acuminate at the apex, retuse at 
the base, deeply concave, to 2.2 x 3.1 cm, 21-to 27-
veined, usually 23-to 25-veined, the veins unbranched, 
callus at the ba~e of the lip solid, forming a collar 
under the column, to 4 x 6 mm, mostly free from the 
surface of the lip, subpeltate-obovate from a lateral 
view, broadly cordiform from a frontal view, the 
lateral lobes of the callus only partially surrounding 
the base of the column, minutely papillose; column 
obovate from a lateral view, 3 mm long, 4 mm thick, 
densel y villose-papilose throughout, the stigma ovoid, 
dark green with a white marginal collar which is 
concave from a lateral view, with 3 equal clusters of 
long stiff spines; pollinia 4 in 2 equal pairs, yellow 
suffused with red. 
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DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: 

Scape terete. 
Petals lo-to 19-veined; lip 21-to 27-veined. 
Callus solid, cordiform from a frontal view . 
Column with 3 equal clusters of long stiff spines. 
Plant long caulesceot. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: Analytical sketch on type specimen 
(AMES!) . 

Fieldiana Bot. 32: 203. 1970. 
R. L. Rodriguez, ,1. A. Saenz sri, 12 Nov 

1965 (USJi . 
L. C. Vieira No . 28 (JAUM, RPSCi. 

T. storkii 
(R. Escobar 3630) 
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OTHER SPECIMENS SEEN: COSTA RICA: SAN JOSE: 
Panamer i can highway between Macho Sapote and Empal.e, 
alt 2600 m, 16 Sep. 194 3 , Lanke s ter 1511 (AMES ) ; 
Between Macho Gaf and La Trinidad de Dat a , km 62 
Panamerican Hi ghwa y , alt 2450 m, on oaks f n dense oa k 
forest, collected by W. Balle s tero, Sept 1984 , 
cultivated in San Jose by C. Pacheco, flowered in 
cult i vation 11 Oct 1984, R. Escobar 3538 (JAUM, RPSC); 
El Empalme, km 51 Panamerican Highway, alt. ca. 2000 
m, Aug 1984, cultivated at El Empalme by A. Solano, 
flowered in cultivation 2 3 Oct 1984, R. Escobar & R. 
Vega 3573 (JAUM); near Macho Gaf, entrance to the farm 
of N. Camacho, alL 2400 III, 25 Aug 1985, R. Escobar, D. 
Portillo, H. Retana, P. E. de Retana and H. Caaacho 
365 0 ( JAUM, RPSC, MO); Madre Selva, km 65 Panamerican 
Highway, alL ca. 2600 m, 28 May 1985, P. E. RetaDa & 
P. Horua s n (RPSC); same locality , 17 Aug 1985, R. 
Esc obar, P. Portillo, H. Retana & P. E. de Retana 3637 
(JAUM); without record of locality, cultivated at 
Lankester Gardens near Paraiso, flowered in cultivation 
17 Aug 1985, R. Escobar 3636 (JAUM); Cordillera de 
Talalllanca, before El Empalme, alt. 2500 m, 12 Nov 1965, 
Jo s e A. Saenz S D (USJ). 

NOTES: TelipogoD s torkii has been found in several 
localities along the Panamerican Highway between km 50 
& 70, but never in large colonies, although it was 
stated in the original description that it had been 
"seen in Santa Clara in great numbers". It is a very 
variable species and almost every plant has flowers of 
a different color with light or dar k , broad vein lines. 
The paler forms present a brown or reddish suffussion 
at the base of the lip. 

NOT AS : T. storkii se ha cm:o ntrado en varias local ida des a 10 largo de la Ca n ctcra 
Pana mer icana entre los kms. 50 y 70 , pero num:a en colonias grandcs au nque Cll 

la descripc ion original se a firm a habia sido " visto en Santa Clara en grandes can· 
tidades" . Es una especie muy va riable y casi cada plant a tiene fl orcs de dife rente 
color con anchas lineas de las ve nas, c1a ras u oscuras. Las for mas mas palidas pre· 
sentan una difusion de color cafe 0 rojizo en la base dellabclo. 
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T. storkii 
(R. Escobar 3636) 

T. storkii 
(R. Es<'ohar 3538) 
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TELIP060N STORKII Ames & C. Schw . ssp. "A6NIFICUS 
Dodson & Escobar ssp. nov. 

TYPE: COSTA RICA: HEREDIA: Above San Jose de la 
MontaNa, passing Porrosati, "Paso Llano", alt. 2300 m, 
discovered by F. Brenes, 25 Oct 1984, R. Escobar & R. 
Vega 3590 IJAUM holotype, RPSC, MO, CR, USJ, COL, ANT, 
isotypes). 

Subspecies haec T. storkii Ames & C. ·Schw. similis, sed 
foliis rigidis late ellipticis, petalis enervosis et 
labello transverse reticulato. 

ETYMOLOGY: 
subspecies. 

Named for the spectacular flowers of this 

DISTRIBUTION: Costa Rica. 

Plant similar to the type form but the leaves larger, 
to 3.5 X 1.4 cm, the inflorescence usually branched 
with several flowers open simultaneously, and the 
flowers smaller with narrowly ovate petals. The 
flowers pale yellow with green or yellow veins, without 
broad vein lines and the segments totally covered with 
brown transverse reticulation marks. The petals with 
II-to I3-veins; the lip with 19-to 22-veins. The 
callus and column indistinguishable from the type form. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: L. C. Vieira No.9 (JAUM, RPSC). 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: 

Scape terete. 
Petals II-to I3-veined; lip I9-to 22-veined. 
Callus and column as in the typical form. 
Plant long caulescent. 

OTHER SPECIMENS SEEN: COSTA RICA: HEREDIA: Above San 
Jose de 
Angeles, 
Portillo 
Escobar & 
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la MontaNa, passing Porrosati, Vereda Los 
alt. 2320 m, 22 Aug 1985, R. Escobar & D. 
3644A (RPSC); same locality and date, R. 
D. Portillo 36448 (JAUM). 



T. slurkii ssp. lIIaglli(iclis 
(H. I~ s .. ohar J644B) 

T. slorkii ssp. lIIagllific li s 
(K . I ~~c o Iwr :3 :)<)0) 
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NOTES: About 15 plants with more than 50 flowers were 
e xamin ed of this subspecies. The locality is on a 
different mount ain range, far from the places where the 
typical form of T. storkii occurs. The population was 
consistantly similar and there was little si gn ific ant 
variation from plant to plant. All mature plants had 
branched inflorescences with several flow er s open 
simultaneously . Th e plants were growing 1n a heav y mat 
of humus an d moss 1 to 2 meters from the ground at the 
base of huge trees (2-3 meter s in diameter) that were 
left s c attered in a pasture. 

OT AS: De esta subespecie se examinarol1 lIn'as 15 plantas con mas de 50 nures. 
La localidad es en una cadcna de montalias difcrl' lIt es y lejus de Ius sitios dunde 
ucurre la forma t ipica dt> T sturkii. La poblal: ion era cunsistentelll ente simi lar y 
habia mlly poca variac i()I1 signi fi l:ativa de plant:! a planta. Todas las plantas adul
ta s tentall innorcscencias ramificadas l:on var ias nures ahiertas silllll it ane:.tlllente . 
Las plantas se enCOJ1tmrun creciendu en lin grlleso culchon de humus y mllsgu a 
I 6 2 metros del sll elu . Cll la h;Jse de arbu les enormes (263 metros en diamctro) 
que habian sido dej3dos regados en los putreflls. 

TELIPOGON VAHPIRUS Braas & Horich, Die Orchidee 33: 98. 
1982. 

TYPE: COSTA RICA: SAN JOSE: Alto de la Palma, 
1500 m, co~lector not recorded, bought by C. 
1981 , L. A. Braas 40 (private herbarium of 
Braas, holotype). 

DISTRIBUTION: Costa Rica. 

alt ca. 
Horich, 

L. A. 

Plant small, caespitose; stem to 0.5 cm long; roots 
produced from the base. Leaves elliptic-obovate, acute 
at the ape x , to 3.5 x 0.8 cm. Inflorescence terminal 
or lateral, terete, unbranched, to 6 cm long, l-to 3-
flowered, the flowers produced singly in succession. 
Flowers with a yellow base color suffused with pale 
red-purple on the petals and lip with red-purple vein 
lines, the base of the petals red-purple, the basal 
half of the lip, the column and the spines dark red-
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purple. Sepals equa l, conca ve, 3-veined, 1.6 x 0.6 cm; 
petals obliquely obovate, with a l ong acuminate ape x, 
densel y hirsute for the basal 1/3, to 2.5 >: 1.1 cm, 7-
to 9-vein ed; lip obovate, obtuse a t the apex, 
acuminate, 2 . 1 ): 1.9 cm, 15-to I I -veined, the basal 11 2 
slightl y thickened, densely long-hirsute and the base 
for ming a collar around t he base of the column; column 
barely distinguishabl e fr om the base of the lip, with 
long dense clusters of spines on eac h side and shorter 
spines on the anther; pollin i a 4 in 2 equal pa ir s. 

ILLUSTRATIONS : L. A. Braas, Di e Orchi dee 33: 99 . 198 2 . 
L. C. Vieira No. 22 (JAU N, RPSCl . 

OTHE R SPECIMENS SEEN : COSTA RICA: SAN JOSE: La 
Hondura, alt 1000-1200 m, bought in the street, 
collector unknown, L. D. Go.ez 34 32 ICRl ; Cascajal, 
Hacienda de Mari o Chandi, alt. 1700 m, on "Ploaillo" 
trees (r1elastomata ceae ), collected by M. Artava, Sept 
1984, donated by J . Garcia to Lan kester Gardens in 
Cartago, flow ered in cultivation 11 Oct 1984, R. 
Es co bar 3535 IJAUMl. 

NOTES : T. va.p irus has been occasionally collected 
around San Jose growing in association with T. 
biol1e yi. From a distance the species are very similar 
but T. va .pir us may be recognized by the blackish
purple f lowers, ,petals long pubescent on the base and 
the abs e nce of a callus on the lip, rather presenting a 
large sw ell i ng that occupies half of the lip and is 
lon g-hirsute. 

aT AS: T. llornpirus ha sido colcctado ocasionalmente alrededor de San Jose 
creciendo en asociat:io ll con T. biul/e)' i. Desdc alguna distancia las especies SOil 

IllUY similarcs pero T. l'ompirlls pueele reconocerse por las fl orcs negro-pllrpura , 
los prlalos largamente pubescentes en la base Y la ausencia ele lln callo en el labe-
10, el cllal presenta nHis bien llna hinchai'on grande que ocupa la mitad de este 
yes largamente hirsula. 
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