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BIVALVES 

shell high, obliquely oval 

radial rib 

colour whitish 

umbones at anterior end 

colour white with rose, periostracum shiny brownish red 

Modilus nitens Carpenter, 1857 

FAO names : En - Shiny mussel; Fr - Modiole lisse; 
Sp - Mejillón liso. 
Size: 8 cm. 
Habitat : shallow waters. 
Loc.name(s) : 

hinge with many  
round denticles 

MACTRIDAE 

Mactra rostrata Spengler, 1802 

FAO names : En - Rostrate mactra; Fr - Mactre  
à rostre; Sp - Mactra puntiaguda.  
Size : 6 cm. 
Habitat : offshore waters, in sandy bottoms.  
Loc.name(s) : 

MYTILIDAE 

outer surface  
rather smooth 

um bones toward anterior end shell thin, elongate 

shell white, periostracum olive brown 

Modiolus rhomboideus Reeve, 1857 

FAO names : En - Rhomboid mussel; Fr - Modiole  
losangique; Sp - Mejillón romboidal.  
Size : 5 cm. 
Habitat : offshore waters.  
Loc.name(s) : 

6-8 internal denticles on each side 
OSTREIDAE 

edges  
jagged 

borders undulated 

lower valve attached  
to rocks, upper valve  

smaller and flatter 
colour bluish black 

colour dark brown 

Ostrea cucullata Born, 1778 

FAO names : En - Cuculate rock oyster; Fr - Huître plate  
de l'Angola; Sp - Ostión cucullado. 
Size : 8 cm. 
Habitat : intertidal zone, attached to rocks.  
Loc.name(s) : 

Ostrea denticulata Born, 1778 

FAO names : En - Denticulate rock oyster; Fr - Huître  
plate de Guinée; Sp - Ostión denticulado.  
Size : 20 cm. 
Habitat : intertidal zone, fixed to rocks.  
Loc.name(s) : 
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BIVALVES 

radial beaded ribs 
shell elongate fragile,  

with 2 teeth in each valve 
PETRICOLIDAE 

colour white 

anterior end 
truncate 

valves gape at both ends 

colour white 

FAO names : En - Truncate barnea; Fr - Pholade 
tronquée; Sp - Barnea troncada.  
Size : 5 cm. 
Habitat : intertidal zone, common in peat and clay 
bottoms. 
Loc.name(s) : 

Petricola pholadiformis Lamarck, 1818 

FAO names : En - False angel wing; Fr - Fausse  
aile d'ange; Sp - Falso ala de ange  
Size : 4 cm 
Habitat : intertidal zone  
Loc.name(s) : 

PHOLADIDAE 

vertical bars supporting  
the ridges on the umbones 

colour white 

Pholas campechiensis (Gmelin, 1791) 

FAO names : En - Campechee pholad; Fr - Pholade de  
Campeche; Sp - Ala de angel campechano.  
Size : 9 cm 
Habitat : infralittoral zone, burrows in mud bottoms.  
Loc.name(s) : 

Talona explanata (Spengler, 1792) 

Barnea truncata Say, 1822 

ventral  
border  

indented 

shell thin, 
very elongate 

shell thin, elongate 

FAO names : En - Talona pholad; Fr - Pholade taloné; 
Sp -Talona. 
Size : 6 cm. 
Habitat : subtidal zone, in mud bottoms.  
Loc.name(s) : 

colour white 

shell fragile 

colour translucent brown colour translucent reddish 

15-20 rows of  
small, sometimes 
tubular, spines 

PINNIDAE 

6-8 rows  
of large,  
tubular 
spines 

Atrina chautardi Nicklés, 1953 

FAO names : En - Chautard's pen shell ; Fr -Jambonneau 
de Chautard ; Sp - Pina de Chautard. 
Size : 20 cm. 
Habitat : in sandy bottoms.  
Loc.name(s) : 

Pinna rudis (Linnaeus, 1758) 

FAO names : En - Rough pen shell; Fr - Jambonneau
rude; Sp - Pina áspera. 
Size : 40 cm. 
Habitat : infralittoral zone, buried in sand.  
Loc.name(s) : 



 

oblique wavy striae 
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BIVALVES 

shell thin, but solid 

2 teeth in each valve 

ligament long, external 

SOLECURTIDAE 

outer  
surface  
rather  

smooth 

2 white rays colour rose 
shell whitish, periostracum olive-brown 

Solecurtus strigilatus (Linnaeus, 1758) 

FAO names : En - Rasp tagelus; Fr - Solecurte rosé;  
Sp - Mango de cuchillo. 
Size : 8 cm. 
Habitat : infralittoral zone, in sandy bottoms.  
Loc.name(s) : 

shell thin and fragile 

hinge teeth  
small, central 

colour translucent with a  
glossy brown periostracum 

Cultellus tenuis Griffith & Pidgeon, 1834 

FAO names : En - African knife shell; Fr - Petit  
couteau africain; Sp - Navaja africana.  
Size: 7 cm. 
Habitat : offshore waters, in sandy bottoms.  
Loc.name(s) : 

shell solid 

Tagelus adansonii (Sosc, 1801) 

FAO names : En - Adanson's tagelus ; Fr - Tagelus 
d'Adanson; Sp - Tagelo de Adanson.  
Size : 7 cm. 
Habitat : estuaries, in muddy bottoms.  
Loc.name(s) : 

colour lilac with brown spots 

Ensis goreensis Clessin, 1888 

FAO names : En - Goree razor clam; Fr - Couteau  
de Gorée; Sp - Navaja de Gorea.  
Size : 7 cm. 
Habitat : subtidal, in sandy bottoms.  
Loc.name(s) : 

colour white and rosy violet in  
alternating, concentric zones 

SOLENIDAE 

shell thin fragile, arching 

3 teeth at end  
of left valve 

Solen guinensis Hanley, 1842 

FAO names : En - Guinea razor shell; Fr - Couteau  
de Guinée; Sp - Longueirón de Guinea. 
Size : 8 cm. 
Habitat : intertidal zone, in sandy bottoms.  
Loc.name(s) : 
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