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PREFACE

DUBLIN is par t icu larly for tu nate i n i t s surroundings . Wi thin

easy reach li e s an at tractive coas t where i n clos e as sociat i on

may b e found cliff , b each and t owering headland . On the

sou th a grea t mounta i n t rac t provides an almos t endless vari e ty

of moorland
,
val ley and river s cene ry . I n the ‘mat te r O f lakes

o n ly can the Dub li n dis t ri c t b e said to b e d efici en t
,
there

being no thing worthy O f the name nearer than the Loughs

Bray
,
and thes e

,
owing to thei r el eva t ion

,
s i ze and su rroundings

,

mus t be clas s ed as tarn s rat he r than lakes .

The dis t ri c t fas ci nated me i n boyhood
,
and holds i t s i n teres t

fo r me even now in matu rer years a ft er vi s i t s t o many a foreign

land . There i s no t a glen
,
mountai nside o r qui e t village

d es crib ed i n these pages tha t I have no t vis i ted over and over

aga in
,
and a lways with a renewed pleasure .

I t i s now nearly twenty-five y ears s in ce I cont ri bu ted to

the Pres s my fi rs t s e ri e s o f i llu st rat ed topographi cal ar ti cle s

under the t i tle o f Rambles Around Dubli n .

” These appeared

in 7 65 Evening Telegr apb , and w ere af terw ards i ssued i n book

form . They were followed at i rregular i n t erval s by o th e rs

i n Evening Telegraph and 7 196 Weelely Ir is/3 Timer . All

were the resul t o f v is i ts t o
,
and Obs ervat ion in the loca li ti es

des crib ed
,
coupled wi th such informatio n as I w as able to ob tai n

i n regard to their his to ry and o ther mat t ers of i nte res t . A

my s t ore of topographical note s accumulated
,
I soon found

v b
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vi PREFACE

that
,
owing to the exigencie s of space , i t w as impossi b le to

make any
newspaper art ic le as complet e as I should have

wished
, and thus , i n the cours e of years , the qu anti ty Of unused

mat t er b ecame considerable enough to sugges t the placi ng

befo re the publi c the ent i re resul t o f over twenty-five years

rambling
,
cycl ing and mountai n c limbing i n the dis tric t .

The plan I have adopt ed
,
i n all bu t the tw o concludi ng

chap ters
,
i s that o f desc rib ing the dis tric t around Dubli n i n

a number o f one-d ay excurs ions su ch as would b e poss ibl e to

a person of average activi ty .

Wi th the exception of a few h ackneved reso rt s easy Of acces s ,

the Dublin folk i n my
' earl ie r d ays appea red to t ake bu t l i t tl e

inte res t i n the surround ings o f thei r ci ty . That reproach
,

however
,
can no longe r b e made

,
and nowad ays on popular

h olid avs and week—end s , cons id e rab le numbers may be seen

in places whe re s carce ly one w ould have been found thi rty
years ago . Wi th the evolut ion and perfec tion of the bi cycle

,

the great improvement i n the roads , the cons t ruction of light

ra ilway s t o Bless ington and Lucan . the extens ion o f ou r

splend id t ram s e rvi ce to How th
,
Dalkey and Ra thfarnham

,

and las t though not leas t , the adven t o f the au tomobile a

new i nte res t has been awakened i n the b eautiful su rround ings

of our met ropoli s , and a great vogu e for the count ry h as sprung

up among all clas ses . The knowledge of this fact has induced

me to write thi s book i n the hOp e tha t i t may s t imulate that

i nt eres t i n those who al ready know the charm of our surround

i ngs
,
and excite i t in those w ho do not

,
and that i t may be the

means of en abling others to enj oy the pleasu res I have derived
from rambling among th e many pi c tu resqu e and i nt eres ting

places i n The Neighbourhood of Dublin .
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The
p
hotographs i n a ll cas es bea r the d a tes on which I

took them .

I am d eeply i nd eb ted t o my friend ,
M r . Lou is H . Brindley ,

fo r read i ng thi s work be fore pub li cat ion ,
fo r hi s many valuable

sugges tions
,
and fo r giving me , throughou t , the bene fit o f hi s

l i te ra ry knowle dge and sound j udgment .

As i llus t rat ive o f t he lighte r s id e o f the subj ec t , I t ake thi s

no t inappropriate Opportuni ty Of publi shing the follow ing

l ines which were add res sed to me some years ago by a friend

t o whom I h ad forward ed a copy of mv Rambles Around

Dublin

THE IDLER TO THE RAMBLER .

Dear joyce , i t s eems s t range tha t I n eve r have s een a

G limpse o f Clond alkin o r Bohernab reena ,

Puck’s Cas tle or C rumlin
,
o r Swo rd s o r B al ro thery

,

So I fea r t ha t my ignorance fai rly w i ll bother y e ;

Bu t before you w e re bo rn I ’ve oft picni cked ga i ly
A t Kill in ey , the Da rgle

,
Lough Brav

,
and O ld Bai ley

,

I
’

ve insp ec ted the pri son a t Lusk
,
a friend ’s gig i n

,

And from Skerri es have wa l ked s t raight ahead to Bal b riggan ,

As for I reland ’ s Eve , and the huge Nose of Howth
,

”

Qui te as well as you rs el f
,
I ’m familia r w i th both .

I h ave a lw avs admired y ou r fri end Ka t ty Go llagher ,

\'Vhose at t rac tions have sometimes i nduced me to follow her
And have taken t he Scalp — al tho ’ not on the w arpath .

”

Long ago w hen the Earl o f Carl is l e w a s Lord M orpe th .

The famous “ Three Rocks I so O ften have mounted .

Th at my feat s might
,
I think

,
by the dO7 en be counted

And the toughes t lum p sugar i n all mv experi ence
,

I found on the Sugar Loaf’s peak a few vea rs s ince .

Ah the fresh hill-s id e heather— wheneve r to t hat I come
I ’m alw ays d i spos ed for a hearty viat i cum ,
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For a mounta i n i s clearly a par t o f the land which
M ak es s e ri ous d emand s on a beef o r h am sandwich

,

And though I ’m in general a lmos t a t ee total e r
,

I shouldn ’ t much re l i sh a temperan ce hotel here .

But now I mus t s top
,
and no longer mv fun t ry

By rhyming abou t thi s su burban “ Joyce count ry
SO good — bve

, my d ea r friend ,
and proceed with yo u r Rambles

,

And ambles and gambols
,
o

’

er thickets and brambles
,

And highways and byways
,
on foo t o r on bi cycle

A mod e of conveyance which awful ly ni ce I call .

The genial “ Id l er h as gone to his res t . Had we been
more nearly cont emporari es

,
he too

,
might have become

a Rambler ’

DU B LIN
,

WESTON ST . JOHN jOYCE.

di zzy,
1912 .

PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION

S INCE the fir s t ed i t ion Of thi s book a ppea red eight y ea r s
ago , Iha ve suffered a p e r s ona l l o s s i n the d ea th O f mv fa the r

,

P W". J oy c e , who wrote the I nt roduc ti on to the volume .

Di s orga ni sa t ion ca u s ed by theWa r h a s con s idera bly d ela y ed
the s econd ed i tion . I t ru s t the a ppea ra nce i n i t o f s eve ra l
new cha pte r s

,
together wi th the a dd i t i on of numerou s note s

,

will compen s a t e for any d i s a p poin tment experienced by
thos e who ha v e recently found i t impo s s i bl e to Ob ta i n Copi e s
of the ea rli e r i s s u e .

I am plea s ed to think tha t my effort s have helped to
i ncrea s e the number of tho s e who tak e an i n te re s t i n the
Surroundings Of ou r old ci ty

,
and am happy i n the k nowledge

that th e book h a s mad e many new fri end s fo r me among
it s reader s .

WESTON ST . JOHN JOYCE .



INTRODUCTION

THE neighbourhood of D ublin
,
from an histori cal poi nt of

Vi ew
,
present s in miniature the his to ry of Engli sh colonis at i on

in I reland . Pent a t fi rs t within the ci rcui t of thei r w al l -gi rt

ci ty ,
out of which they durs t no t go forth a lone o r unarmed

th e coloni s t s at length took heart o f grace and ventured to

occupy outlying vil lages and important pos i tions i n which

they bui l t fo rti fied houses and cas t les . Thos e who set tled

on the north enjoyed
,
for long peri ods

,
comparat ively peacefu l

pos s es sion
,
pro tected as they were from ha ras s ing ra id s by

the i nterpos iti on of the city between them and the mounta ins .

Not so
,
howeve r

,
with thos e who es tab li shed themselves i n

the cha i n of s et tlement s and outpos t s ski r t ing the southern

border of the pla i ns . Th es e were subj ected to cont i nual

i ncurs ions by the n at ives from the mountai nous t rac t s of
Dublin and VVicklow . Even with the advantages conferred

b y the posses sion of superio r a rms
,
equipment and d efences

,

the hardy colonis t s
,
mos tly old s old i e rs and men tra in ed to

the art of w a r
,
w ere co nt inually obliged to ab andon thei r

homes tead s and flee for safe t y to the cit v . The d ispari t y

b etween the ambit i on and the abi li ty o f the early English

colony for conques t , is w el l i l lus t rated b y the fac t that li beral

as w as the area of the Pa le which they mapped ou t as thei r

t erri to ry, there w e re at i ntervals large po rt ion s i n w hich they

could only remai n by pay ing h eavih i n Black Rents to the
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Iri sh
,
or i nto w hich

,
more likely , they d ared not ventu re

at all .

The menace of the mounta i ns w as one of the mos t s erious

Obs tacles to the reali sation of English ambit ion . Frow ning

down upon the colonis t s w as a w i ld and almos t impenetrable

t ract of mounta in
,
d es er t and fores t

,
w i thi n the sanc tuary of

which the n at ives were ab le to organise thei r p red ato ry raid s

wi th such impunity that no thing shor t o f a formid able exped i

tion could hope to succeed i n any measu re of retaliat ion .

This s t ruggle
,
on the s outh and sou th—wes t

,
w ent on int er

mit t ent lv through the centuri es , and at t imes
,
i n consequence

of the uns et tled cond i tions of l i fe resu lting from this gueri lla

warfare
,
large t racts of arabl e land h ad t o b e abandoned and

all owed to lapse i nto d esert cond it i on .

The Opening of the 17 th centu ry saw s ome tendency to

build count ry res id ences of the dw ellinghou se rather than th e

for ti fi ed ty pe
,
i n the d i s t ri ct around Dublin

,
though no doub t

thei r o ccupant s in many cas es h ad reason to regret the vent ri - e

during the lawles sness and d i s turbances w hi ch accompani ed

the Insurrection of 1641 . From this peri od there s eems to

have b een a s teady grow th of count ry es tablishmen ts
,
not

merel y i n d i s tri c t s whi ch a re now suburb an
,
but also in areas

b eyond them . At the time tha t Rocque cons t ru ct ed hi s

map (about the ci ty had not extend ed
,
roughly Speaking

,

further than the Rotund a on the nor th
, j ames

’s Gate on the

w es t
,
New Stree t on the sou th and M errion S tree t on the

eas t
,
and i n what are now the populous urban d i s t ri c t s of

Rathmines and Rathga r
,
Pembroke

,
Blackrock and Kings town ,

smal l vi llages and s tately coun try residences s tood among

tillage land s
,
green pas tures and w aving cornfi elds wh i ch
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survived i n par t w i th in the memory of many now l i v i ng .

I n the b eginning of the l gth c entury the wild s of Wi cklow

were opened up by a sys tem of military roads , and the con

s t ruct ion of th e Dublin and Kings town Rai lway s ome thir ty

years lat er
,
gave a great impetus t o build ing along the sou thern

shore of the Bay, i n time conver ting i t i nto a con ti nuous

res ident ia l dis t ri c t as far as Dalkey
,
while the extens ion of the

ra ilway sys tem in subs equent yea rs through the d i s t ri c t
,

brought many places which prior t o that h ad b een almos t

inaccess ib le
,
within easy reach of the Dublin publi c .

I t is desi rable to a s s oc iat e hi s to ry with topography
,
and

accordingly
,
all through this b ook , the reader wil l find brought

under his a tt en ti on the h i s to ri cal events as well as th e t radi tions

in connecti on wi th the s evera l ca s t les
,
mans i ons

,
homes teads

,

church ruins
,
d emesnes

,
for ts

,
hills

,
val l eys

,
&c .

,
together

with referen ces to the his tori cal or l egendary personages

ass oc iat ed wi th them .

P . W. JOYCE .

DUBLIN
,

M ay, 1912



NOTE

Since this book w a s wri t t en the modern d e s igna t ion of

Kings town h a s b ee n repl a ced b y the o rigina l name Dun
Laogha i re .
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TTIE

GHB O URHO O

O F DUBLIN

CHAPTER I

RINGSEND , THE GREAT SOUTH WALL AND THE

PIGEONHOUSE

INGSEND,
though now pres en t ing a decayed and

unat tractive ap pearan ce , w as formerly a place of con
sid erab le importan ce

,
having b een fo r nearly two

hundred years
,
i n conj un ct ion wi th the Pigeonhou se harbour ,

the prin cipa l packe t s ta t ion i n I r eland for communica t ion
wi th Grea t B ri ta i n . The trans fe r of the packet s ervice

,

howeve r
,
to Howth and Kings town i n the early par t of las t

cen tury
,
deprived Rings end of i t s p rin cipa l s ou rce of revenue ,

and cons igned i t thenceforth to pover ty and Obs cu ri ty .

In it s ha l cyon days i t w as a pret ty wate ring-p lace
,
much

frequen ted in the summer fo r sea-ba thing by Dubli n fo lk who
wished to be wi thin easy reach of town

,
and i n the midd le

of the 18 th cen tury it w as des cri b ed as being “ very clean
,

heal thy and beautiful , with vines t ra ined up agai ns t the w alls

of the hous es .” In afte r years i t be came the s eat of s ev eral
flourishing indus t ri es

,
long s in ce extin c t . It i s di ffi cu lt now t o

real is e tha t s uch a grimy and dingy- looking p lace could eve r
have been a real ly pret ty and pleasan t suburb of the c i ty

,
bu t

su ch i t w as a hundred and fifty years ago , when i t contai n ed
a number of pi cturesque high-gabled hous es

,
with well-s tocked

A
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gardens and orchards , a few of which rema in , even at the

pres en t day.

Rings end mus t have sadly deterio ra ted by 18 16, i f we are

to beli eve Lord Blayney
’
s des crip t ion in his Sequel to a

On approaching the town [Dublin] you pas sNa rra tive.

V iew nea r Ringsend.

through a vi le
,
fi l thy a nd disgraceful— looking vi llage called

Other t ravellers who landed there about the
same period

,
sp eak of i t in s imilar terms .

Tire Dubl in Wee/sly Cbronirle of I5th October
,

1748 ,

con tain s the following quain t noti ce Poolbeg Oys ter
Fishery b eing taken this year by M es s rs . Ba ni t Simpson

,

of Rings end, they may b e h ad fresh and i n thei r purity a t

M rs . L
’
Sware’s at the Sign of the Good Woman i n Ring s

end afor esaid .

”



S k e t ch Dubl i n s h a c cordi ng Sir B e rna rd

de Gom t li ne . )
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Va rious explanat ions have b een given of the origin of thi s
paradoxica l name— one of the mos t p laus ible b eing tha t befo re
the construct ion of Si r John Rogerson ’s Quay, a numbe r of

pi les of wood were driven in to the sand a long the s ides of the
r i ve r

,
to many of which rings were at tached for the conven i en ce

of ves s els mooring there
,
and tha t the furthes t poin t to which

thes e piles ext ended became
,
i n cons equen ce

,
known as

The Rings end .

” I t is much more probable
,
however

,
tha t

it is a hybrid word— Len, Rinn
’
s end

,

”
r inn meaning in I rish

a poin t of land p roj e ct ing in to the wate r
,
so that the whole

n ame would thus mean the end of the spu r of land
,

”
and

th i s e tymology is borne ou t by the pos i t ion of Rings end in
former times

,
as will b e seen by r eferen ce to the accompanying

plan showing the coas tl i ne of the Por t in 167 3 .

Before the Dodder w as confi n ed be tween ar tificia l banks
,
i t

flowed at it s ow n swee t w ill i n numerous s t reams over a con
sid erab le t rac t of marsh and s lob land a t Rings end , and i n t ime
o f flood caused much pertu rbat ion among the inhabi tants
the wa t ers of the rive r and the waves of the sea ro l ling wi thou t
l et or hindran ce ove r land now covered by t erraces and dwell
inghou ses . Gera rd Boat e , w ho wro te in 1652 , a fte r referring
to the havoc wrought by the floods of this r ive r , s tates
S ince that t ime a s ton e bridge hath been bui l t ove r that
brook upon the w ay betwix t Dublin and Rings end ; which
w as hardly a ccompl is hed when the brook i n one of i t s fu rious
ris ings

,
qui t e a l te red it s channel fo r a good w ay, so as i t

did no t pas s unde r the b ridge as before
,
bu t j us t before

the foo t of i t
,
le t t ing the same s tand upon the dry land

,

and cons equen tly making i t a l toge ther u s e les s . I n which
pervers e cours e i t cont inued until perforce i t w as cons t ra i n ed
to r e turn to it s old channel and to keep wi thin th e same .

The s tone bridge re ferred to by Boate (bui l t be tw een 1629

and 1637) w as where Bal ls b ridge now s tands — the only rout e
a t tha t t im e between Dublin and Rings end , excep t for thos e
who hired what w as known as a Rings end Car

,

” to cros s the
shallows then in tervening be tween that place and the c i ty .
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All the tract lying eas t of City Quay
,
Sandwith S treet

, Grand
Canal S tree t, and north of Lansdowne Road w as then washed
by the mingled waters of the Dodder and the sea

,
and could

be trave rsed only with danger and diflicu l ty by pedes trians .

(See Prendergas t
’s Life of Cbarler Ha liday, prefixed to th e

Iat ter’s Scandinavian Kingdom of Dublin, p . cxx .)
The diffi culty of acces s to Ringsend is alluded to as

follows in ‘Ibe Dubl in Seuflle by John Dunton
,
the

eccentri c Dub li n books eller , i ta li cs being in troduced into t he

quotat ion for the purpos e of emphas is ing the al lus ion
I h ad very agreeable company t o Ringsend

,
and w as nobly

treated at the King’s Head at this cl ear place (as all Pos t
Towns generally are) . I took my leave of and two
or three more friends , and now looked towards Dublin ;
bu t bow to get a t it we nomore knew tban tbe Fox a t zbe Grapes ,

for tbougb w e saw a la rge s trand
, yet

’
twa .t not to be w a lked

over
,
because of a pret ty rapid s t ream [the Dodder] which

mus t b e cros s ed ; we enquired for a coach
,
and found no

s uch thing w as to be h ad here , unles s by accid ent
,
but were

in formed we might have a Rings-end carr
,
whi ch upon my

d es i re w as called , and we got upon i t , not in to i t .
I pay’d 4d . for one fai r of a mile’s r id ing .

”

On the 14th of November, 1646, the Parl iamentary forces
were landed at Rings end, and on the 14th of Augus t, 1649,

Oliver Cromwell , who h ad been appointed Lord Lieutenant
of I reland by unanimous vote of Parliament , landed here wi th
an army of men

,
a formidable train of art illery, and a

large quan ti ty of munit ions of w ar .

In 1670, during a great s torm from the Eas t , the t ide over
flow ed here, and flood ing the country as far as Trini ty Coll ege ,
invad ed the low -lying parts of the ci ty and carried away a

number of houses .
In 167 2 , th e English Governmen t , apprehens ive of an attack

on Dublin by the Dutch, who a few years previously had done
grea t damage in the Thames , s en t over Si r Bernard de Gomme,
an eminent engineer , to report as to what works were neces sary
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for tunate inhabi tants were i n a manner excluded from all

in tercours e wi th Dublin . They were a t tacked by the over
bearing floods which issued from the mountains in i rresi s t i ble
torren ts and completely demolished the bridge . The new

bridge is a very handsome one
,
and cos t only The

folly of this e conomy is shown by the fac t that the new bridge
las ted only unt il 1802— thi rteen years fi w h en i t , like i t s pre
deces so r

,
w as carri ed away by floods . At thei r wi ts ’ end

,
th e

authori t i es thereupon cons truc ted the mas s ive bridge whi ch
survives to the pres en t day, no longer indeed exposed to t h e
fury of the floods

,
the onc e tu rbulent Dodder having be en

sadly tamed in recent years by the divers ion of i t s wate rs into
the res ervoirs of the Rathmines Townsh ip at Glennasmole .

The South Wall , one of the mos t remarkable and bes t con
s t ru cted breakwaters of its kind in the world , extends from
Ringsend in to the Bay, a dis tance of fee t , or nea rly
three and a hal f miles . It w as commenced in 17 17 by a frame
work of wooden piles carri ed along the cours e of the rive r, fo r
a d i s tan ce of fee t

, to the posi tion now o ccupi ed by the
Pigeonhou se, where the Ball as t Board in 17 35, placed a float ing
lightship ; and in 17 35 thi s wooden piling w as replaced by a

double s tone wa ll , the in tervening space being fi l led with rocks
and gravel

,
forming a wide roadway, flanked on ei the r s id e by

a mas s ive parapet . Prior to this time all ves s els approaching the
harbour of Dublin after nightfal l wer e obliged to remain
outs ide the bar until the following morning, on accoun t of th e
d angerous shoals off the shore known as the North and South
Bul ls

,
and even when ves sels h ad entered the Por t, there w as

no place of anchorage unti l they reached Ringsend .

1

I t w as soon dis covered that the wal l, a l though affording
some shelter to shipping

,
did no t extend far enough to protec t

the harbour adequately during s torms and high t ides , and

a ccordingly i t w as d ecided t o supplement the work by an ex
t ens ion o f the original wooden pile s and framework to the
d eep pool known as Poolb eg, near the eas t ern extremity of th e

South Bull
,
and about tw o mil es further ou t in the bay . This
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further por t ion is no t qui te in l in e with the res t
,
but is de

flect ed s ligh tly to the northward so as to follow the cou rs e
of the river .
At the po in t then known as

“ the pil e ends
,

” where the
origina l l in e of wooden pi les ended

,
and the Pigeonhou se now

stands
,
the por t authori ti e s e rec ted a mas s ive wooden hous e ,

s t rongly clamped wi th i ron
,
to s erve as a wat ch hous e

,
s to r e

hous e and pla ce of refuge fo r su ch as were forced to land there
by s tres s of weather ; and b etween this place and Rings end ,
a number of boats u s ed to ply in s ummer

,
conveying pleasu re

seek ing ci t i z ens of that day to wha t h ad grown to b e a favouri te
r endezvous whi l e the works we re in progres s . A man named
Pidgeon who l ived in the wooden hous e and ac t ed as ca re take r
of the works and tools , finding the place b ecome such a publi c
r eso r t

,
fi t ted ou t his qua r ters as n eatly as poss ib le

,
and

,
as s i s ted

by his wife and family
,
made a rrangemen ts for s upplying meal s

and refreshmen ts to vis i tors . He a lso purchas ed a boat to hir e
to his gues ts

,
h ad i t pa in ted and fin ished in an a t t rac t ive

manner
,
and as he deal t wi th only the b es t clas s o f vi s i to rs

,
his

rude hos telry soon grew to b e a noted reso r t of dis tinguished
ci tizens and wi ts , while the own er found himsel f on the fai r
road to fo r tun e . His hous e came to be known to all the Dublin
folk as Pidgeon ’s Hous e

,

”
or the Pigeonhou se, and even after

he and h is family h ad gon e the w ay of all flesh
,
and the old

building
,
having s erved it s purpos e , h ad fall en in to d ecay, the

name w as perpetuat ed in the t i tl e of the s t ronghold tha t i n
afte r years ros e over It s rums .
When the Packe t s tat ion w as es tab lished here

,
i t w as found

neces sary to build the Pigeonhou se harbour , where the packe t s
landed and embarked pas s engers , fo r whos e a c commod at ion a

hotel w as erect ed in 1790 . After the t rans fe r of the regular
servic e to Howth, the Pigeonhou se harbour cont inu ed i n u se as

an occa s ional land ing place , especia l ly fo r the Liverpool packets .
The Pigeonhou se Pa cke t s tat ion in tim e becoming sup ers eded

by tha t at Howth
,
the Government in 18 13 , pu rchas ed the

ho tel and o the r bui ldings
,
and commen ced the cons t ruc t ion
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o f the Pigeonhou se For t, which ultimately cos t ove r
The hotel formed the nucleus of the s tructure

,
and the sub

marin e mining es tablishment
,
bat teri es and o ther addi tions

were er ected by the War Depar tment . In i ts lat er years the
For t gradual ly laps ed into disus e

,
and w as fi nally di sman tled

and s old to the Dublin Co rporat ion in 1897 for

En trance to the Pigeonhou se Fort.

The Pigeonhou se fo rt appears to have been bui lt partly fo r
the purpos e of‘

a reposi to ry for State papers , bullion , and o ther
valuables i n time of di s turbance

,
and par tly for defen ce of the

Por t ; and i n i ts ea rli er form ,
the cons truction of formid able

b at t eri es commanding the pas sage of the wal l from the ci ty
,

indi cated that i t s des igners were more apprehens ive of an

at tack from land than by sea . In an ti cipa t ion of a prolonged
s i ege

,
efforts were made to obta in an independen t supply of

wate r for the garri son by the usua l proces s o f sinking tubes ,
but notwiths tanding the as s i s tance of eminen t exp erts who
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w e re brought over from England fo r the purpos e
,
and the

expend i ture of immens e sums of money on the operat ion s , t h e
influx of sa l t wat e r through the sandy soi l ba ffled all at t empts
a nd obliged the Governmen t t o abandon the proj e ct .
In Tbe Dubl in Cbroniele of 3 rd Augus t , 1790, we read .

On Friday morning twenty-s even poo r h ayrnakers at tend ing
at the PigeonhouSe i n order to be put on bo ard ship for
England

,
were s eized by a pres s —gang and pu t on bo ard a

t ender— the commander of the pres s-gang telling them at

the same time tha t i f they were able to mow h ay, they cou ld
have no obj e ct ion to mow the enemies of thei r coun t ry, and

they should have pa s sage
,
die t

,
&c .

,
gra t i s .” I t i s there fo re

no t su rpri s ing that i n another i s su e we learn Yes t erday
morn ing

,
at an early hour, a coach

,
in which s om e re crui t s

were being conveyed to the Pigeonhou se in o rder to be
embarked fo r England

,
w as a tta cked a t Rings end by despera te

bandit t i armed wi th swords and pis tols
,
who a fte r wounding

the so ldie rs that a ccompani ed the coach
,
res cued thre e of

the men from them .

”

Tbe Dublin Cbroniele of 2 8 th January, 1792 , r eferring to a

breach which h ad been made by a s to rm in the South Wal l
,

s ays Yes terday
,
his Gra ce the Duke of Leins t e r wen t on

a sea par ty
,
and

,
a fte r shoot ing the breach in t he South Wal l

,

sai l ed over the Low G round and the South Lot ts , and landed
safely at M errion Square . Boa t s ply with pas s enge rs
to M errion S quare .

Although the o rigina l accoun t of thi s o ccur ren ce men tions
the South Wall

,
i t doubtless m eans the wal l or embankmen t

an the sou th sid e of the river along Si r John Rogerso n ’s Quay
,

w here a breach would have caus ed an inundat ion o f the Sou th
Lo t ts

,
enabling boa ts to ply as far as wha t i s now the lower

end of Holles S treet
,
n ear M errion Square .

Si r Charles Hoa re in his Tour in Ireland relat es some in teres t
ing exper ien ces of his vi s i t to Dubl in M onday

,
2 3 rd June ,

1806. Sa i l ed from Holyhead in the Union Pa cket
,
Captain

Skinn e r , and afte r a rough and t edious pas sage of twen ty
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three hours
,
landed at the Pigeonhou se, from where a vehicle,

very appropriately called the Long Coach (holding s ixteen
in side pas s engers and as many outs ide

,
with all thei r luggage)

conveyed us to Dublin
,
dis tan t about two miles from t he

place o f landing . He s tat es that in addi tion to the duty
whi ch w as exacted afte r a t roublesome examinat ion at t h e

Cus tom Hous e on the South Wa ll
,
he h ad to p ay no les s than

twelve differen t oflicers of Cus toms . After leaving the Cus tom
Hous e

,
he h ad to dismount from the vehi cle and cros s the b ridge

on foo t
,
as i t w as considered to be in t oo dangerous a condi tion

to drive over wi th a full vehicle . There i s nothing com

manding in this approach to Dubli n ; a number of narrow
pas s e s and bridges barri cadoed

,
s till remind the t ravelle r of

the lat e r ebelli on .

” He adds that a mos t d aring a t tack upon
the long coach above al luded to

,
w as made a short time previously

by a gang of armed bandit ti
,
who obliged the pas s engers to

dismount
,
and then plundered them one by one, whil e on

anothe r o c cas io n the office r carrying the mai ls w as fi red a t .

Si r Charle s Hoare s ugges ts tha t a hors e pat role should b e
furni shed by the Governmen t to es co rt the coach from the
Genera l Pos t O ffi ce to the P acke t s tat ion .

The proces s of exacting fees and payments on various pre
t exts

,
from the pas s engers at the Pigeonhou se, w as known to

the i ni t iated as Plucking the Pigeons . ”

The s tat emen t as to the durat ion of the pas sage from Holy
head— twen ty- three hours— may perhaps be cons id ered an

exaggerat ion
,
but a pe rus al of the n ewspapers of the period

will show that this w as no t by any means an ex travagantly
long time for cros s ing ; indeed, ou r forefathers thought them
selves rathe r lucky if the voyage w as a ccomplished in that
t ime

,
ins tances no t having been at all uncommon in s to rmy

weather o r with contrary wind s where i t extended to a week
o r t en days . When we cons id er the limited accommodat ion
in thes e fra il ves s els , and the prolonged mis eries of sea-s i ck
pas s engers

,
can we wond er tha t none but the mos t en thus ias ti c

t ravelle rs cared to le ave thei r own shor es in thos e d ays !
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Perhaps
,
indeed

,
the vigour of the language wi th which Rings end

h as been a s sai led by s ucces s ive wri ters who landed there
,
may

to some exten t b e account ed for
,
by the condi tion of thes e

u n fo r tunate travelle rs ’ n erves and s toma chs a f ter the m ise rie s
o f sea-s icknes s during a voyage of from eighteen to thi r ty hours
durat ion in the packe t boat s of that period .

Accord ing to a diary kep t by a Welsh gen tleman in 17 35,

during a vis i t to Dublin , the pas sage from Holyhead took
nine t een hours

,
and on the re tu rn j ou rney when the packe t

had got wi thin a few miles of Holyhead
, a con t rary wind sprung

up which obliged the offi ce rs to abandon all hope of rea chin g
land on tha t s ide

,
and for ced them to turn back to Dubli n

where they h ad to wai t s evera l days befo re the wind w as

favourable . I t is in teres ting to l earn that the voyage cos t
103 . 6d .

— pret ty much the same as at pres en t— bu t when for ced
t o tu rn back by s tr es s of wea the r and make an ex tra voyage ,
as in this cas e

,
the cos t of provis ion s on ly w as charged . The

pas s engers landed a t Rings end and pa id IS. a head to the boa t
man who took them ashore in hi s boat , and two o f them hi re d
a coach to drive them to the ci ty

,
for whi ch they pa id as . 10d .

The pas s engers compla in ed of being kep t four hours wai t ing
be fo re

,
b eing landed .

Nathani el J efferys in An Engl isbman
’
s Descriptive A ccount

of Dublin gives the following amusing des cript ion of

t he proceedings at the Pigeonhou se landing s tage, about a

hundred yea rs ago Upon the ar riva l of the packe ts at the
Pigeonhou se, the pas s engers are conducted to the cus tom
hous e and i t would b e a grea t inj us t i c e no t to a cknowledge
tha t the mann er i n whi ch the examination of the luggage is .

done (by giving as l i t tle t rouble as poss i ble to person s
frequen tly fat igued by a tedious pas sage and sea-s i cknes s) is .

very grat i fy ing to s t range rs . As soon
,
however

,
as this

ceremony is over
,
one of a l es s a c commoda t ing des cript ion

takes p la ce
,
which is the mode of conveying pas s engers t o

Dublin i n the Long Coach . This ca rriage i s upon the plan
of thos e elegan t vehi cles upon low wheels

,
which are used on
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the road between Hyde Park Corner and Hammersmi th in
the neighbourhood of Lond on ; and from the s tat e of i t s
r epa i r and ex terna l appearan ce , i t bears every mark of having
reti red on the s uperannuat ed l is t f rom that a ct ive duty,
previous t o i t s b eing employed upon i ts pres en t s ervi ce .

This coach i s usua lly very crowded , from the anxi ety of the
pas s engers to pro ceed to Dublin ; and from the manner in
which some of the company may eas i ly b e suppos ed t o have
been pas s ing thei r t ime on board the packe t from the
effec t of sea- s i cknes s

,
the efliuvia ari s ing from twelve o r

four teen persons s o ci rcums tan ced
,
c rammed together in a

very smal l space
,
l ike the inma tes of Noah’s Ark

,
the clean

and the unclean , i s not o f that des cript ion which can at al l

enti tle the Long Coach to be con sidered as a bed of ro s es .
Three shil l ings for each pas s enger i s the pri ce of conveyance,
and thi s i s exa cted b eforehand . The in convenien ci es
of this rid e are

,
however

,
o f shor t d urat ion

,
for in about ha l f

an hour the pas s engers are re leas ed from this ear thl y purga tory
by thei r ar riva l i n D u blin .

”

The average durat ion of the pas sage from the Pigeonhou se
to Holyhead w as eighteen hours

,
and from Howth only twelve

hours
,
which w as red uced to s even hours when s team packets

were in t rod uced .

The Pigeonhou se h as undergone considerable a lt erat ions in
r ecen t yea rs s in ce i t h as b ecome the genera t ing s tat ion fo r th e
C i ty supply o f el ec t ri ci ty, and the tall r ed-bri ck chimney whi ch
h as been add ed i s now a conspi cuous fea ture i n the Bay. M os t
of the old bui ld ings s t i ll remain

,
but the Pigeonhou se of ou r

boyhood d ays i s gone— the s en tri es no longer guard it s porta ls
,

i t s d es erted courtyard s and dismantled bat t eries e cho no more
to the tramp of a rmed men o r resound w i th salvoes of ar t ill ery
The monotonous hum of the dynamos h as su cceed ed

, and the
whole place , though d oub tles s fulfil ling a more useful purpos e
than d uring i ts mili tary occupa t ion

,
poss es s es much les s in teres t

t han i t d id as a l ink w i th o ld -t ime Dublin .
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where thes e original dimensions now remain is from the outfall
o f the Pembroke M a in Dra in t o the Pool beg Lighthous e .

Toward s the eas t e rn end where the water i s d eep
,
the wa ll h ad

t o be s trengthened by i ron clamps and bolts
,
whil e approaching

t he Lighthous e , so great i s the fury of the sea in a south-eas t erly
s torm , that i t w as found necessary to ra i s e i t some five feet
h igher, and to protect i t for a cons id erabl e di s tance

,
by an

The Poolbeg Ligh thouse in its original form.

addit ional b reakwa ter of huge boulders on the outs ide . How
n eces sary this w as

,
i s shown by the rounded condi t ion of many

o f thes e great ro cks
,
which are often toss ed about l ike pebbles

during eas t erly ga les
,
and i n some ins tances cas t up on the wal l

i ts elf . Even with all thes e precaut ions to ensu re the s tab ili ty
o f the wa ll

,
repai rs are cons tan tly n ecessary .

Few townsfo lk have any concep t ion of what a sou th-eas t e rly
s torm means a long the coas t

,
and I would s t rongly recommend

anyon e who is not afraid of rough weather
,
t o s ele c t a day when
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there is a ga le from thi s po int , and a rrange to reach the Pigeon
hous e about high t ide ; i t would b e inadvisable to go further ,
but ample vi ew can b e ob tain ed there from of the ac t ion of

the sea a lo ng t he wall .
Gerard Boate

,
wri t ing in 1652 , gives the fo llowing qu ain t

d es crip tion of the Por t of Dublin Dublin haven hath a

b ar i n the mouth
,
upon which at high flood and sp ring— t ide

there i s fifteen and eighteen fee t of wat er
,
but at the e bbe

and nep-tid e b u t six . Wi th an ordinary tide you cannot go
to the key of Dublin wi th a ship that draws five fee t of wa te r

,

but with a spring-t ide you may go up wi th ships that draw
seven or e ight fee t . Thos e that go deeper canno t go near er
Dublin than the Rings-end

,
a place three m iles dis tant from

the b ar
,
and one from Dublin . This haven almos t all over

fal le th dry wi th the ebb e
,
as well below Rings-end as above

i t
,
so as you may go dry foo t round about the ships which lye

at an chor there
,
excep t in two pla ces

,
one at the north sid e

,

hal f w ay b etwix t Dublin and the b ar
,
and the o the r a t the

sou th s ide no t far from i t . In thes e tw o l i t tle creeks (whereo f
the one is ca ll ed the pool of Clon tarf and the o ther Poolb eg)
i t n eve r fal le th dry

,
bu t the ship s which ride at an anchor

rema in eve r afloat ; be caus e at low wat e r you have n ine or

ten fee t of wate r there . This haven
,
bes ides i ts shal lownes s

,

hath ye t anothe r great in commodity
,
that the ships have

hardly any shelte r there for any wind s , not only su ch as come
ou t of the sea

,
but a ls o thos e which come off from the land ,

espec ial ly ou t of the south-wes t ; so as with a great south
wes t s to rm the ships run great hazards to be ca rri ed away
from thei r an cho r and driven in to the sea w hich more than
on ce hath come to pas s

,
and part i cular ly i n the beginning

of Novemb e r, An . 1637 , when in one night t en o r twelve
barks h ad that mis for tune b efaln them

,
o f the mos t par t

whereof n ever no n ews hath been heard s ince .

”

The Pool of Clon tarf i s now call ed The Pool
,
and the o the r

t he Poolbeg , or l i t tle pool .
Poolbeg, which lies i n the chann el between the Pigeonhou se
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and the Lighthous e, w as in former t imes a re cognis ed an cho rage
for ves se ls . I n the accompanying reproduction of an old prin t
of Dublin Bay, about one hundred and s even ty years old , a fleet
of large fishing vess els i s rep res en ted rid ing at an cho r there .

The Poolb eg Lighthous e is a handsome and conspi cuous
fea ture in the b ay, i n wh i ch i t o ccupies an almos t cen tra l
posi tion

,
though i ts pi cturesque appea rance h as been somewhat

ma rred s in ce i t w as pain ted bla ck by the Por t authori ti e s s ome

twenty years ago . I t is nearly equi-dis tan t from Dubl in .

View of B egga rsbu sh and Dub lin Bay 17 0 yea rs ago .

(F rom an eng ra ving in th e Na tiona l Ga l lery , Dub l in . )

Kings town , and Howth, and command s extens ive vi ews of th
whole shores of the bay, with an unbroken panorama of t h e

mounta in s on the south . Howth wi th i ts heather-clad hills ,
i ts bright green fields and rugged rea ches of sea cliffs

, Lo oks
part i cularly a t t rac tive from thi s poin t .
An in teres ting e ffec t o f the i so la ted pos i t ion of th i s spo t

which can hardl y es cape the not i ce of the cas ual vis i to r
,
is the

impress ive s ilen ce which prevai ls here on a calm summer ’s d ay,
though s urrounded on all s id es by evid ences o f bus tl e and

activi ty . Occas ionally the s til lness i s broken by the rythmical

beat of s ome s teamer gliding gra cefully pas t
,
as sh e leaves or

enters the port , or at in tervals one may fa in tly di s t inguish
"

th e
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whis tle of a far off t ra in so so ft ened by dist ance as to mingle
w i th the cry of the sea b irds and the gen t le plas h of the wa te r
aga in s t the ro cks .
The lighthous e when originally cons t ructed , pres en ted an

enti rely d ifferen t appea ran ce from wha t i t does a t the pres en t
time . I t w as no t so high as the exis ting s tru ctu re , i t s loped
much more rapidly towards the top , and w as su rmoun ted by
an o ctagona l lan tern with eight heavy glas s wind ows . A s tone
s ta ir cas e with an i ron ba lus trad e led to the s econd s torey, where

The Poo lb eg Lighthou se .

(190 2 )

an irbn gall ery s urround ed the whole building . The alt erat io .

to the presen t fo rm w as mad e in the early par t of las t cen tu ry
,

and w as
,
beyond doubt

,
a decided improvemen t so far as the

appearan ce of the s truc ture i s concerned .

The found a t ions consi s t of immense blo cks o f s ton e and

cemen t
,
bound toge the r wi th mas s ive i ron bands

,
in t erwoven

so as to form great cages ; and the bas e thus formed i s
s t rengthened by sloping butt res se s all round .

Return ing a long the Wa l l
,
we ta k e the tu rn on the l eft

a long the R a thmine s and Pembrok e Ma i n Dra i n emba nk
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ment
,
which h a s r ecla imed from the sea a con s ide rable t ra c t

now being la id ou t a s a publ i c pa rk .

The mos t conspi cuous obj e ct in thi s n eighbourhood i s the
belfry tower o f S t . M at thew’s Church

,
before a l luded to ,

which i s s ti ll in good pres ervat ion and i s th i ckly man tled wi th
ivy .

The strand at I ri shtown w as at one t ime not ed for i t s co ckles
and shr imps , the shrimps being found in great quan ti t i e s a t

certa in s ta tes of the tid e
,
bu t after the s evere win te r of

known as The hard fros t
,

” they comple tely d isappeared an d

never s ince r e turn ed to thi s coa s t . The co ckles
,
however

,
s t il l

r ema in fo r thos e who have the courage to eat them ,
and

o cca s io na lly yield a r i ch harves t t o the profess ion al cockle
pi ckers . Going to Sandymount on Sunday to pick co ckl es
w as a favouri t e amusemen t of the Dublin folk a hundred yea rs
ago .

Cranfield
’
s Ba ths

,
for many years a well -known in s ti tut ion

in this n eighbourhood
,
were es tabl ished by Richard Cranfield ,

w ho d i ed at I rishtown in 18

In former t imes the tra ct a long the sea from Ringsend t o

Sandymount w as known as S ca l ’d Hil l
, o r S cald Hill . I n the

mid d le of the 18 th cen tury there w as a village call ed Bri ck
“ field Town ”

on the s i t e now occupi ed by Sandymoun t
Green

,
d eriving i ts name from Lord M errion

’
s b rickfields

,

which ext ended a long the shore from there to M er rion . A

well-known inn ca ll ed “ The Conniving Hous e then s tood
where the mod ern Sea for t Avenue Wes t

,
meets the shor e .

I t w as a famous old hos t elry
,
noted for i t s d inne rs of fi sh and

i t s excell en t a le
,
and i s r eferred to as fol lows in 7795 Life of

7 01mBunrle, Erq . [Thomas Amory], Vol . I.
,
p . 8 7 I set

forward (Ist M ay, and in five d ays a rr ived from the
wes tern extremi ty of I reland at a vill age cal led Ri ngs-end
that lies on the Bay of Dublin . Three days I r es ted there

,

and a t the Conniving Hous e
,
and then go t my ho rs es on

board a ship tha t w as r eady to sa il
,
and bound fo r the land

I w as born in
,
I mean Old England . The Conniving
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Hou se
'

(as the gen tl emen of Trinity called it in my time
and long after) w as a li t t le pu b lichou se, kept by Jack
M ackl ean

,
abou t a quar ter of a mile beyond Rings-end

,
on

the t op of the beach, within a few yards of the sea . Here
we used to have the fines t fish at all t imes and i n the s eason ,
green peas and all the mos t excellen t vegetables . The ale

here w as a lways extra-ordinary
,
and everything the bes t ;

which wi th i t s delightful s i tuat ion
,
rendered i t a delightful

place of a summer ’s evening . M any a delightful evening have
I pas s ed in thi s pret ty thatched hous e wi th the famous Larry
Grogan

,
w ho played on the bagpipes extreme well ; d ear

Ja ck Lat tin
,
matchl es s on the fiddl e, and the mos t agreeable

of compan ions and many o ther del ightful fel lows
who wen t in the days of their youth to the shades of eterni ty .

When I think of them and thei r even ing songs We w ill

go to 7 01mm) M a ck lmn
’
f to try if bi; a le be good or not

,

’
Gin

,

and tha t years and infirmities begin to Oppres s me , what
n

is li fe
Sandymount

,
though now a popu lous suburb of the met ro

poli s
,
i s r emembered by many old people a s

‘

an isolat ed village
s tanding around Sandymount Green . I n the early par t of la s t
c en tury — about 18 10 to 1820 i t came in to great favou r as a
wat ering pla ce ; there w as a well-equipp ed hotel here

,
and a

range of lodging-houses w as buil t at the north-eas t e rn side of

t h e Green,
con tinuous with New grove Avenue , for the accom

modat ion of vis i to rs . The exten t to whi ch i t w as p at ron is ed
i n cons equen ce of it s fine s t rand, pret ty beach and depth o f

wave at ful l-t ide , exci ted the ambit ion of th e res iden ts to make
it an aris tocrat ic resor t, and i n ord er to at tain the desired d egree
o f exclus iven ess , the fee charged for bathing there w as 2d . ,

w hich
,

o f cou rse , res t ric ted i t to the nobility and gentry
,
the common

people betaking themselves to I ri shtown, where the fee w as

o nly 1d . , and where there w as a larger array of bathing boxes
wi th plain

'

e r accommodat ion .

At the corn er of S andymount Avenue
,
3 on the ma i n roa d

to Kings town, w a s an i nn and sna ck—hou se ca l l ed The B i rd
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House — a cosy that ched tavern where t raveller s arriving
late in the evening sometimes s tayed the n ight rather than
ris k the rema inder of the j ourney to town in the dark .

On the ZIs t of Apri l
,
18 26

,
the Rev . George Wogan w as

murdered in his hous e in Sp afield Plac e, off Sandymoun t
Avenue . The murder creat ed a great s ensat ion in Dublin , as

th e vi ctim w as wid ely respected and kn own . The murd erer s
were duly hanged

,
not fo r the murder

,
however

,
but as the

result of convi ction for a highway robbery in the same neigh
bou rhood .

Up to about 1840 there w as a famous con cern known as

Haig
’
s Dis tille ry on the banks of the Dodder immed iate ly

eas tward of the presen t Herber t Bridge
,
bu t I believe i t h ad

ceas ed working fo r s everal years prio r to that d at e . I t w as

approached from Haig
’
s Avenue and Wa tery Lane (now

Lansdowne Road) by a s tone wei r a cros s the rive r
,
and th e

buil d ings ex tend ed a consid erable d is tance a long the banks
,

surrounded by meadows and gra s s land s . This es tabl i shmen t
h ad become notorious by reason of i ts frequen t confl i c ts wi th
the Revenue authori t i es

,
and the aud aci ty wi th which it s

operat ions were conducted both by d ay and night . M any
s trange s tories were told as to en counters with excis e offi ce rs
i n i t s earlie r years

,
and the rumour w as curren t in the neigh

bou rhood that s evera l of thes e unpopul ar functionari es h ad
mys teriously d isappeared in the es tablishment . Th e

proprieto r undoub ted ly fought the Revenue both phys i cally
and legally by every means that his ingenui ty could devi s e

,

but being beaten
,
he had to succumb in the end

,
and his con cern

w as ultimately disman tled . A loca l bui lder purchas ed the old
build ings some years a fterwards

,
and i t w as unders tood that

he h ad effected an excel l en t bargai n
,
as the debris in cluded a

great quan ti ty of copper tubing and machin ery . The s tones
of the old bu ild ing were u tilis ed in laying down the foundations
o f the tw o road s cons t ructed a cros s the distil l ery fields— viz . ,

Herbert Road and Newbridge Avenue .

Wa tery Lane
,
now repres ented by the port ion . of Lansdowne
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The vi ew in the pi cture at fi rs t s ight appears unduly ex
t ens ive

,
and i t is probably somewhat exaggerated so far as th e

h eight of the s tandpoin t is concerned
,
bu t even a l lowing fo r

only a few fee t o f el evat ion where the bush s tood
,
a very

cons iderable vi ew of the Bay mus t have been ob tain ed there
from . Even at the p res en t d ay, with all the buil dings in ter
vening, the higher portions of Howth Head are clearly vis ib le
from the middle of Haddington Road

,
oppos i te the bar racks .

In the early par t of las t cen tury— down to about 1820
,
o r

t hereabout s— the re s tood in a field a t the spo t now o ccup ied
by the north-eas t ern corner of Beggarsbu sh Barracks , an old

vaul ted bui lding in ruins
,
covered wi th a dens e growth of

ivy
,
net t l es and brambles , cal led Le Fevre

’s Folly
,
which w as

uti li s ed as a refuge and poin t o f r e connais sance by highwaymen ,
robb ers and smugglers , then abounding in the neighbourhood ,
as the ruins commanded a vi ew a long the five roads radiat ing
from thi s poin t .
The inhabi tan ts o f all the adj acen t local i ti e s— Rings end

,

I ri shtown
,
Ba lls b ridge

,
Donnybrook

,
and Sandymoun t

,
s eldom

ventured out of doors at night t ime wi thout being fully armed,
a s they were a lmos t ent i rely dependan t upon thei r ow n arrange
ments fo r the pro t ection of thems elves and thei r hom es

,
the

whole dis t ri c t at tha t t ime b eing in a mos t lawles s s tat e , and

bu rglari e s and highway robb erie s of almos t night ly o ccurren ce .

The only hous e of any no te in the neighbou rhood at that
t ime w as Pembroke Lodge

,
which now in it s old age, may s t i l l

be s een a few paces from the rai lway bridge
,
on the northern

sid e of B a th Avenue
,
then Londonb ridge Road . I t will b e

readily re cognis ed by its great proj ect ing eaves
,
owing to which

i t w as popularly known as The Umbrella Hous e .

”

This hous e
,
abou t 18 25, w as o ccupied as a res idence by the

proprie to r of adj oin ing chem ical works whi ch covered th e

whole area bounded by the Dodder
,
B ath Avenue and Rings end

Road . I solated as i t w as
,
and con ta in ing the ordinary valuable s

to b e found in a hous e of it s s i ze o ccupied by well-to-do people,
i t w as n aturally an obj e ct of much in teres t to the burgling
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confrate rni ty . Attempts were frequen tly made to en t er the
premis es

,
and on one occa s ion the inma tes

,
immediate ly before

re ti ring
,
obs erved an i ll- looking individua l p eer ing ove r the

wal l and eviden tly reconnoi t ring wi th a view to a n ight at tack .

Thus pu t on thei r guard, they rece ived the expe cted vis i tors
on thei r ar rival wi th dis cha rges of s lugs from blunderbus se s

,

caus ing an immediat e re t rea t . A number of burgling imp le
men ts were left behind by the robbers in thei r hurri ed fl ight

,

and a t ra i l of blood w as t raced n ext morn ing the whole w ay

to Halp in
’
s Pool

,
Rings end

,
where i t cea s ed . Two familiar

faces were mis s ed from the gang a ft er this o ccurr ence
,
and i t

w as s uppos ed that the party dropped the dead bodi es of thei r
comrades in to this pool .
The whole in ciden t doubtles s at t rac t ed li t tle noti ce at the

t im e
,
having been but one of many s uch

,
as will be s een by

refer en c e to n ewspapers of the period
,
and i t i s re lated here

merely for the pu rpos e o f i llus t rat ing the extraordinary con
di t ion of lawles snes s then preva il ing in the immed iat e n eigh
bou rhood of the ci ty— a cond i t ion now to be found only in
some wild mining camp o r s emi-organis ed communi ty .

When the delta or s lo bland fo rmed at the confluen ce of the
Swan Wate r

,
the Dodder and the Liffey w as embanked and

re claimed in 1792 , i t became known by the name of New
Holl and

,
pos s ib ly on accoun t of the despe radoes r esort ing

there
,
the o riginal New Holland having been a convi c t colony .

This old name has now almos t pas s ed ou t of l iving memory
,

but is commemorated in th e names New Holland in New
bridge Avenue

,
and “ New Holland Lodge

,
unt il r e cen tly i n

B ath Avenue .

The an cien t dis t ri c t of Baggo t rath w as an extens ive one
,

and in cluded a cons iderable portion of the lands on whi ch
are now bui l t the sou th-eas tern par t of th e ci ty

,
and the ad

j oin ing suburb s of Donnybrook and Pembroke . I t derives i ts
name from the family of Bagot or Bagod

,
who came into

poss es sion of the M anor of Baggo t ra th in the 13 th cen tury,
and soon afterwa rds erec t ed thereon a cas tle wh i ch th ev
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o ccupi ed as thei r res idence . The Cas t le o f Baggo t rath s tood
on the ground now o ccupi ed by 44. and 46 Upper B aggo t
S tree t

,
down to the early part of las t cen tury

,
when i t w as

taken down on the ext ens ion of the suburbs in this di re ction .

Lew is
’
s Dubl in Guide

,
published in 17 87 , gives the following

parti culars i n regard to thi s o ld ruin The upper par t,
which threat en ed immediate des truct ion to all w ho s hould
approach i ts bas e

,
w as i n 17 85, taken down and what small

fragmen t of the tower w as l eft w as enti rely fi ll ed up with
s tones

,
earth and o ther mat ters

,
and the whole clos ed a t the

t op , so that i t i s now almos t as s ol id and compact as a rock
,

and may bid d efian ce to the sho cks of t ime .

”

This cas t le played an importan t par t i n the Bat tl e of Ra th
mines (see Ind ex), where in Augus t , 1649, the Royal is t fo r ces
under command of the M ar que ss

,
afterwards Duke of Ormonde

,

were de ci s ively defea t ed by the Parl iamentary gar rison of

Dublin
,
commanded by Colon el M i chael Jon es .

For a long t ime after the bat tle
,
the ruin w as a r esor t of

d esperado es and highwaymen
,
and w as cons idered a dangerous

place to pas s aft er dusk .

The office of Governor of Baggot rath Ca s tl e
,
though a

s inecure from a r emote period
,
w as fi ll ed from time to t ime

until the Union
,
when this appoin tmen t

,
with a number of

s imi lar on es
,
w as aboli shed

,
and a commutat ion of the salary

p aid to Si r John (afterwa rds Lord) de B laquiere .

The following authori ti es have been consul t ed in the pre

p arat ion of this chapt er -Blacker ’s Sketcber of tba Pa r is/yer o/
Booterrtown and Donnybrook Gerard Boat e ’s Na tura l Hirtory
of Ireland St . Ca tbarine

’
r B ellr

,
by W. T . M eyler ; Rocque

’ s
and Duncan ’s M ap: of tbe County of Dubl in Wakeman ’s Old
Dubl in Warburton

,
Whi telaw and Walsh ’s Hif tory of Dubl in

and ‘Ibe ScandinavianKingdom of Dubl in, by Charl es Halid ay.



CHAPTER III

THE ROCK ROAD — BALLSBRIDGE, MERRION,

BOOTERSTOWN, BLACKROCK AND MONKS

TOWN

EAVING town by the Kings town tram route— LowerM ount
S tree t

,
Northumberland Road and Pembroke Road— w e

reach
'

Ba lls b ridge
,
a n ame which

,
o riginally a t taching to

a bridge here , at l ength b ecame ext end ed to the adj acen t lo cal i ty
As th e road to Blackro ck , Kings town and Dalkey via S t ephen ’s
G reen and Baggo t Street , repres en ts one of the mos t an ci en t
highways from Dublin , i t is highly probable tha t even from th e

e arli es t t imes
,
the Dodder w as spann ed by a bridge at thi s poin t

,

though
,
no d oubt

,
long period s often elaps ed between the d e cay

o r des truct ion of one bridge and the e re ction of i t s su cces so r .

During the 15th and 16th cen turi es when
,
owing to the d iffi~

c ulty of navigat ing the Liffey
,
Da lkey w as the Por t of Dublin

,

there mus t have been a cont inua l t ra ffi c wi th pas s engers and

merchand i s e along this road
,
and

,
as the river Dodder can

hard ly ever have been ford abl e here
,
i t would have been

impos si bl e to convey the heavy cargo es o f goods in to Dublin
in the abs en ce of a bridge of some des crip t ion.

In An Hir toriea l Sketcb of tbe Pembroke Towns/pip, published
in conne ction wi th the Dublin Exhibi t ion of 1907 , Dr . F .

Elrington Bal l s tat es that b ridges s tood here wi th the names
of Simmonscou r t and Smo th e

’
s Cou rt

,
and tha t in the beginn ing

of the 17 th cen tury there w as a dwelling call ed B al l ’s Hous e
on the s i te now o ccupied by Bal ls bridge Bakery . This

,
h

cons id ers
,
i s the origin of the name

,
B al ls bridge .

The maps of the Down Survey (1650 ,
&c . ) show no bridge

her e
,
but a ccording to Rocque ’s M ap , about on e hundred years

25



26 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF DUBLIN

later
,
the river w as then spanned by a narrow bridge a t thi s

poin t
,
and the immed ia te n eighbou rhood w as known by i ts

p res en t d es ignat ion . A subs tantial s tone bridge
,
which w as

probably pre ced ed by a wooden one
,
w as e re cted in 1791, and

this s tructure w as su cces s ively rebui l t in 18 35 and 1904.

On the w ay to B a ll s b ridge , we pa s s nea r the s i t e of an

eminence k nown a s Ga l low s Hill , where the old ci ty ga l lows
s tood

,
and where the Ma rq ue s s of Ormond e , i n 1649, pla nt ed

h is a rt i ll ery to support the pa r ty h e h ad told off to fo rti fy
Baggo t ra th Ca s tl e prio r to the B a t tl e o f Ra thmine s .

4

In the early part of the las t cen tury Duffy’s cel ebra t ed
cal i co prin t works a t Bal ls bridge gave employment to som e
five hund red hand s from this n eighbourhood

,
and the bleach

gre en extend ed a long the wes t ern s ide of the Dodder the whole
w ay to the Fa i r Gre en a t Donnybrook . The concern w as

ultimately purchas ed by a syndi ca t e of M anches ter firms
,
who

clos ed and d i sman tled i t to crush out I ri sh competi t ion .

All thi s lo ca l i ty w as qui te rural up to about fi fty years ago ,

and the Dodd e r fl owed through the fields be tween mping
green banks in s t ead of

,
as at pres en t

,
between s ton e embank

ment s .
Besid es the mai n road to Bla ckrock

,
&c .

,
via Ballsb ridge
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there appears to have been an equally anci en t rou te via Donny
b rook bridge or the ford that preceded i t

,
and thence by an.

old field -path and double-dit ch that ran through the fields
a li t t l e south of Ayles bury Road as far as Nutley Lane

,
where

i t turn ed to the southwa rd
,
and emerged on the Rock Road a t

Old M errion churchyard . Al though in i ts la te r years on ly a

fi eld path
,
i t s eems to have been the rou te taken by the Dubli n

Co rporat ion in fo rmer times on the o ccas ion s of the annua l
ceremony of r iding the franchi s es o r boundari es of thei r mun i
cip al j u ri sdi ct ion . The accoun ts of thi s ceremony s tate tha t on
the w ay back from Blackro ck along the ma in road to M errion
Church

,
the corporato rs turn ed up to the left a long an an cien t

mearing that ran through the fields by the Wel l of the Bles s ed
Vi rgin

,
to Simmonscou rt

,
and thence to Donnybrook .

Thi s an ci en t pa thway
,
through the meadows

,
commanding

charming vi ews of the mountain s
,
w as us ed un ti l about twenty

five years ago, and the old t rack and double—di tch can s t il l b e
di s t inctly t ra ced the whole w ay from where i t s tar ted at Sea

vi ew Terrace
,
n ea r the upper end of Aylesbury Road, down to

Nutley Lane . Beyond this po in t n early all t races o f i t are lo s t
for some dis tance

,
bu t indi ca t ion s of a track are aga in di s

cernib le i n the grounds of Nutley
,
behind the boundary wal l o f

S t . M ary’s Asylum ,
and j o in ing Chur chyard Lan e

,
whi ch w as

probably port ion of the old roadway . The Well of the B les s ed
Vi rgin

,
o therwise ca l led Lady Well

,
s tood bes ide the path

exac tly at the poin t where the Parliamentary bounda ry tu rn s
abruptly to the north-wes t , but ‘ i t h as now di sappeared, it s
source having probably been di s turbed by dra inage operat ions .
This well is marked on Dun can ’s M ap and i t s s i t e can

b e found on the six-in ch Ordnance Su rvey M ap by following
the Parliamen tary Boundary to where i t turn s a t right angles ,
one hundred and fifty ya rds s outh of a po in t about midw ay
on Aylesbury Road .

The fac t tha t t he l in e of this old field path coin cides fo r a.
cons iderable port ion of i t s w ay with the ancien t franchise
boundary and the pres en t Parliamentary boundary, would go .
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to show tha t some wel l defined landmark mus t have exis t ed
here from early times .
I t i s to b e regret t ed that no publi c in t eres t w as taken in

this an ci en t roadway
,
and tha t a fter having been in exi s t en ce

for probably over a thousand years
,
the extinc t ion of the right

o f—w ay w as so rec en tly permit t ed .

Down to the early par t of the la s t c en tury, the s t rand from
M errion to Kings town w as the s cene of frequen t shipping
disa s t ers

,
mos t of whi ch were p robably due to the few and in

effi cien t l ighthous es then a long this coas t .

A travel le r’s des cript ion o f the Bay of Dublin
,
writ ten in

1800
,
s ta t es tha t the lo cali ty i s a most dangerous one to shipping ,

and that The numerous wrecks whi ch take place eve ry
winte r

,
apparen t from the mas ts

,
whi ch are s een every her e

and there peeping above the surface of the wa t er
,
as i t were

,

to warn o thers by thei r fa te
,
are convin cing proofs of the

truth of this as s e rtion (B la ck er
’
r Sleetcber) .

Bes id es the casual t i es to shipping
,
however

,
there wer e

numerous drowning a cc iden ts
,
which cannot b e so eas i ly

account ed for
,
as the wa ter in mos t places i s shal low

,
even a t

high tide .

After the d i sas t ers to the t roopships
,
Rocbda le and Pr ince of

W
'

a ler
,
i n 1807 , the s trand between M errion and Blackro ck

a cquired such a t errib le no torie ty by reason of the number of
mutila t ed bodies ca s t up a long i t

,
that a trac t w as publ ished

tha t year
,
enti tled Tbe Enrangu ined Strand of M errion

,
or a

S tuffing for the Pi llow of thos e who could have preven ted
the re cen t calamity in the Bay of Dublin .

” This publi cat ion
d rew at t en t ion to the dangerous condi tion of the coas t , and

advocat ed improvemen t in the lighthous es of the Por t .
At M errion there fo rmerly s tood

,
on ground nearly opposi t e

the rai lway cros s ing
,
M errion Ca s tl e

,
the an ces tra l home of the

Fit zw illiam family
,
who s et tl ed in this lo ca li ty early in the 15th

cen tury . The cas t le
,
which w as one of the larges t s t ruc tures

o f i ts k ind i n the County Dublin
,
fell in to d ecay early in the

1 8 th cen tury a fter i ts owners moved to M oun t M errion
,
thei r
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main road , i s the Old M e rrion churchyard , now n eg
l ected and

forgot ten , en clos ed by a high wall
,
and exhibi t ing no outwa rd

ind i ca t ion s of its exis ten ce . Of the thousands of people who pas s
wi thin a few yards of i t every d ay, probably not a dozen have
ever heard of i t . Yet i t w as well known in former times

,
befo re

this loca li ty w as so extens ively buil t over, and many a prominen t
ci t izen of his d ay s leeps wi thin the ci rcui t of it s mouldering
wa lls

,
und i s turb ed by the modern innova t ions that have grown

u p around h is las t res t ing-pla ce . Dal ton
,
wri ting in 183 7 ,

s tat es tha t the old church pres en ts s ome few but ins ignifican t
rema ins

,
i n the middle of a graveyard mos t s canda lous ly

open to every species of insul t and d es e cra t ion .

No remains of the church are now dis t inguishable in the
j ungle of weed s and brambles wi th whi ch the place i s over
grown

,
bu t

'

a number of heads tones
,
s ome of them a couple of

hundred years old
,
r emain in excell en t p res ervat ion . In the

churchyard are s ome an cien t t rees
,
and the t runks of o thers

blown down by s to rms . Immediately ins ide the wall
,
n ext the

lane
,
i s a heads ton e erec ted to the memory of the soldi ers w ho

perished in the t ransport pa cke t Pr ince of Wa le; i n 1807 . I t
bea rs the following ins cr ipt ion

Sacred t o the memory of the sold i ers belonging to

His M aj es ty’s 18 th Regimen t of Foot , and a few belonging
to o ther corps

,
w ho

,
actua t ed by a desi re of more ex

t en sive s e rvi ce
,
nobly volunteered from the South M ayo

and differen t Regimen ts of I ri sh M i l i t ia i n to the lin e
and who were un for tunate ly shipwrecked on thi s coas t
i n the Pr ince ofWa le; Packet

,
and peri shed on the night

of the l gth of November
,
1807 . This t ribute to thei r

memory has been placed on thei r tomb by order of

Gen era l the Earl of Harrington
,
Commander of the

Fo rces in I reland .

”

Wa lrb
’

: Impa r tia l New: Letter of 16th M ay, 17 29, con tain s
t he following curious i tem of news in regard to thi s n eighbour
hood This morning we have an account from M erian that
a parcel of thes e outlandish M arramounts which are call ed
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M ounta in Ra ts w ho are now here grown ve ry common
walk i n droves and do a grea t dea l of mis chi e f . ” The ac coun t
then goes on to rela t e how thes e mys t eriou s pes t s devoured a

woman and a nurs e-child in M e rrion
,
and tha t the inhab itan ts

kill ed s everal which are as big as Kat t s and Rabb i ts .
This par t of the coun try i s in fe s t ed wi th th em . Likewis e
we hear from Ra thfarnham tha t the l ike vermin d es t royed
a l i t t le G i rl i n t he F ield s . ”

Pas s ing ou t of M errion
,
we pres en tly en t er Boot e rs tow n

,
a

lo ca li ty held in high repute as a fashionable s ummer wa te ring
place

,
and the s cene of much gai e ty a hundred year s ago . I n

1435 the name appears as Ballybothyr , or town of the road ,
from it s posi t ion on the an ci en t road to Dunleary and Bray

,

and this name
,
by a t rans lat ion of the firs t port ion

,
res olved

i ts elf i n t ime in to Bu t t erstow n or Booters town .

Ferra r
,
i n h is View '

of Dubl in wri tes en thus ias t i ca l ly
o f the s trand here To ride over the extens ive s trand from
hen ce to Boo ters town

,
while the waves rol l over the hors e ’s

feet to see numerous ships with expanded wings pa s s ing and

re-pas s ing the azure mai n ; to see so many groups of men
,

women and children bathing
,
walking

,
j aun ting

,
coaching

,

in pu rsui t of that in es t imable bl ess ing
,
hea l th to consider tha t

we are wi thin t en hours ’ sai ling of Bri tai n ’s favouri t e i s l e
,

added an indesc ri bable ga i e tyto ou r sp i r i ts .”

Thir ty years lat er
,
in 1826

,
Brewer in his B eau ties of Ireland

d es cri bes the road at Boo ters town as being enliven ed
, p ar

t icu larly at a t ime of bathing
,
wi th numberles s carriages of

various des cript ions , from the well appoin t ed equipage
,
a t

once conven ien t and superb
,
d own to the j aun ting car of

pas sage
,
drawn by on e mis erable garron

,
so i ll-fed

,
so il l

groomed and l ean
,
tha t i t would appear to b e s carcely

capable of a ccelerat ing its ow n dis solut ion by an effor t
towards speed of foo t . The s t ree t of t ransi t , thickly
l in ed wi th hous es of an ordinary des crip tion

,
holds for th no

charms , and i ndependen t of some agreeable and ornamen ta l
dwellings r eti red from the busy thoroughfare

,
the sole
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ind ucemen t to vi s i tan ts i s found in the facil i ty of bathing on

the soft and gen tly mping s t rand .

”

Going to the Coun ty of Wi ck low
,
the road to Bla ckrock

i s eviden tly the pleasan tes t
,
mos t frequent ed

,
and l evel .

At Booters town the field s are d i spos ed in a s tyle of j udi cious
husband ry

,
the v i lla s are n ea t and commod ious . The

elevat ion of the road con tributes great ly to the pleasure of

the t ravell er . The va s t expans e of the prospect
,
opening on

the wid e expans e of the ocean
,
the s t eep

,
indented shore

,

the s t rand s tret ching three mil es to the l ighthous e
,
the

ferti le
,
verd ant banks

,
everywhere fringed wi th wood and

hanging gard ens .
This d elightful p ic ture became complet ely al t e red by th e

cons t ruct ion of the ra ilway in 18 3 2- 18 34, and the old sea-wall
,

over whi ch
,
prior to that t ime

,
the s to rm —driven waves h ad

often swept on to the road
,
thenceforth became the bound a ry

of a foul- smell ing sa l t ma rsh
,
the exha lat ions from whi ch in

time drove everyon e ou t of the neighbou rhood except those
whos e ci rcums tances obliged them to res ide there .

5

The road next pa s s es through Wi l liamstown
,
until re cently

a ru inous and mise rable looking village
,
but now improved ou t

of all r ecogni t ion
,
the remova l of the houses on the inland s id e

of the road bringing prominen tly in to the Vi ew the imposing
buildings of the French College . There i s nothing of in t eres t

,

topographi ca l or his tori cal
,
to chroni cl e here

,
and we n ex t

en ter Bla ckrock
,
on ce a fashionable wa t ering plac e

,
but

,
l ike

Boote rs town
,
ruined as a s eas ide r esor t by the ra ilway

,
whi ch

did the d ouble damage of cutt ing off a cces s to the shore and

a t the same time bringing more at t ract ive places within easy
reach of the ci ty . For many years Blackro ck languished in a

d i lapid at ed condition unti l i t w as cons ti tu t ed in to a township
,

when great improvemen ts r es ul t ed
,
and from a decayed village

i t rapidly grew into a prosp erous subu rb
,
while an at t ract ive

park replaced the malodorous swamp enclos ed by the rai lway
embankment .
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No ves t ige what ever of the black ro ck (calp l imes tone),
which originat ed the name of this lo cal i ty

,
can now be di s

covered in ritu . I t is said that some few feet of i t remai n ed
above the sand befo re the People ’s Park w as l aid ou t , but if so ,
the deposi ts of rubbish to ra i s e the level have long s ince covered
it . The o rigina l vein of this ro ck w as extens ively us ed in con
nect ion with the ra i lway, and s ome of i t may be s een in the
wa lls n ear the s tat ion , as well as on the top of the sea wa ll along
the rai lway n ear Wi ll iamstown . Although no t of a dark colou r
in a dry condi tion , i t b ecomes when wet a lmos t black , and i n
it s origina l pos i t ion on the sho re, wett ed by the waves and

Spray
,
mus t have pres en t ed, from the sea, so s tr iking a con tras t

to the gra ni t e b es ide i t , as in evi tably to command at ten t ion .

I n A Narra tive of an Excursion to Ireland, by members of
th e Honorable I rish So c i e ty of London

,
priva tely circu lat ed in

1825, the wri t e r, referring to a j ourn ey from Dublin to Black
rock

,
says There are s ome very neat cot tages on the road ,

the thatching of which is the very bes t work of the kind I
have ever s een , and al though I h ad h eard mu ch of the nea t
nes s of these buildings , they far exceeded my mos t sanguine
expectat ions . I looked ou t in various di rect ions for the

B lack Ro ck, expect ing to see some stupendous mas s

Huge as the tower which bu ilders va in
Presumptuou s p il ed on Shinar

’
s pla in .

’

bu t could find no thing more than a dark coloured limes tone
crag

,
j us t peep ing above th e surface near the water’s edge .

”

From thi s i t would appear that even so far back as 18 25,

th e o riginal Black Ro ck had nearly disappea red
,
e ithe r as the

resul t of ar tific ia l r emova l or long continu ed eros ion by the sea .

The Rock w as under what i s now the Park-keeper ’s lodge ,
formerly the Peafield Baths . Between forty and fifty years ago
thes e baths were fai rly well patron is ed

,
and a row of ba thing

boxes s tood on the shore
,
now portion of the publi c park

,
a

culvert through the rai lway embankmen t a llowing the wate r
t o enter and p as s ou t with the tide .
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Bla ckrock
,
some h undreds of years ago w as variously call ed

Newtown at the Black Rock
,
New tow n on the S trand by the

Black Rock
,
Newtown Cas tle Byrne

,
or s imply Newtown

,
so

that B lackro ck i s s imply an abbreviat ion of one of i t s an cien t
t i tles .
At the upper end of the main s t reet , upon a ped es ta l , s tands

the an cien t cros s of Blackrock
,
which

,
from a remote pe riod ,

B lackrock Cross .

marked the l imi t of t he munic ipa l j u ri sd i ct ion in this d i r ec tion .

This rel i c of the o lden t ime w as owned and kept in repa i r by
the Byrn e family,from whom the name Newtown Ca s tle Byrn e

1s d
e rived

.
The Dublin Corporat ion , when riding the fran

ch ises, cross ed the sands from near Poolb eg t o the Black Rock ,
”

and then ce by low wa ter ma rk to a poin t opposi t e the cros s ,
where one of the par ty wad ed ou t as far as he could , and cas t

a j avelin in to the sea , to indicate the limit o f the bounda ry
eas twa rd .

The proces s ion then rode by old Bath Street to the
cros s

,
and thence along the main road to Old M err ion church

yard , already al luded to .
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In 1865 it w as proposed to replace t he cros s by. a n ew one
,

but publi c opin ion in the lo ca li ty declar ed i ts el f in So un

m i s takable a fa shion again s t su ch an ac t of vandal i sm
,
that the

p roj e ct w as abandoned .

Bla ckro ck i n the 18 th cen tu ry w as a grea t so c ia l c en tr e
,
and

the res idence or resor t of many dis t inguished people . Conway’s
Tavern

,
the s cen e of many a bril lian t funct ion

,
s tood in the

ma in s t reet
,
on th e

‘

righ t
-hand s ide en tering George ’ s Avenue

,

and the annua l melon feas t held there w as an even t of great
local in t eres t

,
gold and s i lve r meda ls b eing awarded to the

produ ce rs of the bes t
'

melon s grown in the neighbourhood .

An art i cle on B lackro ckWhich appears in Wa lke r’s Hibernia n
M agaz ine for 17 83 , s tat es . tha t

“ This 18 a nobl e vil lage
,

“ s i tuat ed about thre e mile s from. the nor th-eas t co rn er of

S tephen ’s Gre en, on

'

a r1s1ng ground sou th
"

of the Bay of

Dublin ; it consi s t s of a cons ide rable number of elegan t
coun t ry hou s es

,
and in Summer i t is much resor t ed -to by the

c1t1zens for the purpos e of ba thing . In fine
‘

evemngs 1t 1s as

much crowd ed wi th carriages as the mos t populous s t ree t s i n
the ci ty and as there i s a number o f genteel famili es r es id i n g
here at this seasonof theyear

,
they have d rums and as s embli es

as
,

in town
,
whereby i t is very sprightly and agreeable to su ch

as have no thing to do .

’

The Vauxhal l Gardens, w hich
'

w ere open ed here i n
"

1793 ,

were
,
fo r a t ime

,
a favouri t e place ofp ub lic amusemen t un ti l

the fick leness of fashion cons ign ed them to obscuri ty . The
h ouse h ad prev ious ly b een cal led Fo rt Li s le by the firs t Lo rd
Li s l e

,
who bui l t i t as a res idence fo r hims el f . Th e follow 1ng

n o ti ce of the gardens appear s in Tbe Dublin Cbronicle of 29th

J une , 1793

VAUXHALL GARDENS
,
B LACKROCK, FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY LO RD

LISLE.

The propri eto rs of the above place respect fully info rm
the nobili ty and gen t ry res iding a t and vi s i t ing the Rock

'

,

th at they have engaged a complet e mili ta ry band to at tend
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on Tuesday nex t
,
and every Tuesday and M onday from 5 to

9 p m . They humbly sol i ci t publi c pat ronage and suppor t ,
whi ch they will anxious ly endeavou r to des erve . Admit tance
on the musi c n ights

,
63 d . The house is la id ou t i n a s tyle

of elegance as a hotel and tavern
,
and provided wi th every

ac commoda tion
,
equa l t o any hous e in England or I reland .

A fu rther advertis emen t in the same journal s tates tha t
the hous e is furn ished wi th everything in s eas on— bowers ,
grot to es

,
i n t erspers ed through the dark

,
shady walk s— make

the garden t ruly roman tic
,
and the effec t the musi c h as on

the sea , which flows at the foo t of the garden , can bet ter be
imagined than expres s ed .

”

Notwi ths tanding thes e a l lu ring announ cements
,
Vauxhal l

Garden s fai l ed to ob tai n the pat ronage and suppor t so humbly
sol i ci t ed by i t s propri e to rs . In 1804 the place w as adver ti s ed
for sa le

,
and afte r expe ri en cing a su cces s ion of changes and

vi cis s i tudes as a privat e hous e, boarding s chool , and indus t ria l
s chool

,
i t w as at l ength demol ished when the People’s Park w as

being laid ou t . The hous e s tood on the ground now occupied
by the ent rance gate to the Park, and the grounds S loped down
to the wat er’s edge .
Perhaps the mos t in t e res t ing hou se from a hi s toric poin t of

vi ew in this n eighbourhood is Frascat i, formerly the s eas ide
s eat of the Leins t e r family

,
and the favouri t e r esiden ce of th e

un fortuna te Lord Edward Fi tzgerald . Here h e spen t many
happy years wi th his ta len ted young wife, and appears to have
been great ly at tached to the lo ca li ty . Afte r his death Frascat i
b ecame the res idence of the Dowager Duches s of Leins t er, and
w as subs equen tly sold to Si r Henry Cavendish, Receive r
Genera l fo r I reland . In 1804 i t b ecame a boarding s chool , and
afterwards underwen t cons iderable a l t e rat ion s on being divided
into two dw ellinghou ses .

In 17 87 the s tat e of the Rock Road became so dangerous
owing to highwaymen

,
that a special meet ing of the Bla ckrock

Associat ion w as held in Jennet t
’
s Tavern

,
with Lord Ranelagh

in the chai r
,
to cons ider the bes t means of ridding the road of
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The long boat w as laun ched
,
and Captain Jones

,
the crew

,
tw o

sold i e rs and
'

the s t ewa rd ’s wi fe and child j umped into i t and

rowed off as speedily as pos s ible . In the darkne ss of the n ight
they seem-to have rowed for some dis tan ce along the shore

,
of

the proximity
_

of which they were ignoran t , un til one of the
sailo rs fall ing o verboa rd, found that he w as in shallow water .

Upon this the whole par ty wa lked ashore and mad e thei r w ay

to Blackrock
,
where they found shelte r . Extraordinary t o r ela te .

they made no effort what eve r to res cue the pas s engers on

board (about -
120 i n number) , who were left t o thei r fate and

perished without except ion .

The fate of Tbc Rocbda le w as even Wors e . On the d ay after
her departure sh e w as obs erved from Bla ckro ck

,
labouring

heavi ly in the o ffing
,
burn ing blue l ights and fi ring guns as

s igna ls of dis tress
,
but the weather w as su ch tha t no succour

could be afforded . She threw ou t s evera l an chors
,
but - they

dragged and snapped thei r cables
,
and she then d rove wi th bare

poles b efore the s to rm . Driven grad ua lly towa rds the shore
in the d i r e ction o f Sandycove, sh e swept l n the d arkness pa s t
the old pi er at Dunleary

,
and s t ru ck on the rocks und e r the

M a rtello Tower a t Seap oin t , hal f a mil e from where the Pr ince
ofWa le; s truck . Of the t roops on board

,
thei r families

,
and the

ship ’s o ffi ce rs and crew (some 265 in all) , not on e es caped , and
thei r mutilated bodies were found in great numbers n ext
morning s trewn a long the shore .

When the ill— fat ed '

vessel w as driving pas t the p1er a t Dunleary,
the inhabi tan ts of the adj oining houses could hear the cr ies of
the t errified pas s engers and the reports of the muskets which

‘ they fired t o at tra ct as s i s tance . Some people on the eas t s id e
of the o ld harbour Seeing the flashes and hearing the reports ,
ran round1to the westwa rd i n the hope of affording

'

h elp , but
on - reaching the road at Sal th ill

,
they were obliged . to l ie down

behind the parapet abutting on the sea to protect themselves
from the bullet s fired in t he d ark‘ by the d esp a1r1ng t roops o n
boa rd .

The wrecked ves s el w as pois ed i n -an extraord inarymanner
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on the ro cks at the foo t of the tower
,
and lay so clos e

‘ to the
shore that a twelve-foo t plank sufficed to rea ch to her quar te r
deck

,
bu t a t the t ime sh e s t ruck

,
the n ight w as so dark and the

snows to rm so dens e tha t the unhappy pas s engers were doub tles s
u nable .to see anything off the vess el

,
and were cons equently

unawar e of thei r proximi ty to the land . TheM ar tel lo Tower
,

which is shown in a con temporary prin t of the disas te r
,
w as

p ro bably unoccupi ed a t the t ime .

Nearly four hundred lives were los t in this double disas t e r
,

and for days af terwards the bodies of men
,
women and children

were cas t up by the sea along the coas t from M errion to Kings
town . The bodies of Tbe Rocbda le vi ctims were in almos t every
cas e un re cognisable owing to the viol en ce wi th whi ch they-were
dashed to death on the rocks o r to rn to pie ces by the ac tion of

the sea in the hold of the ves s el a fte r sh e commen ced to b reak
up . M os t of them were int erred

'

in the old M onks town chufch

ya rd
,
while thos e from the Pr ince of Wa le: were buried at

M errion as a l r eady s tat ed .

Owing to the p lundering of the bodies and the theft s of

a r ti cle s from the wre cks
,
a detachmen t of so ldi ers w as s tat ion ed

a t in t ervals a long the shore fo r some days after the
-

o ccurr en ce .

The bot tom of Ibe Rocbda le w as comp let ely smash ed
,
but

the d ecks to a grea t ext en t remain ed unbroken . The en ti re of
the following Sunday w as spen t in removing the bod i es from
the ho lds of both the wrecks .
At the in ques t on the thi rty— s even bod i e s found in the wreck

of the Pr ince ofWa le:
,
which were la id ou t i n Si r John Lee s ’

coachhou se
,
Capta i n Jon es deposed that on Thursday morn ing

when the snows torm w as i n progres s
,
he commenced to back

,

facing towards Howth . About 7 o
’clo ck in the even ing the

ves s el s truck
,
and the waves broke ove r her

,
whereupon they

laun ched the boa t .
One of the wi tn ess es

,
a so ldi er

,
s tated that the Capta in

,
afte r

he had as s ur ed them that the re w as no danger
,
proceeded to

hois t the boa t
,
and tha t when he

,
the witnes s

, go t i n to i t, the
Captai n endeavoured to throw him overboard “ I t w as ‘

also
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al leged that the Captain
,
wi th a vi ew to facili tat ing his ow n

es cape and that of the crew
,
removed the ladder communicat ing

from the cabin to the deck
,
thereby depriving the unfortunate

pas s engers b elow, of any chan ce of es cape .

"Another wi tn es s
depos ed that he heard the Captain say tha t he did ’n t car e
a w ho were los t

,
provided tha t h is ow n men were saved .

”

An inqu es t w as also held on the s eventy-three bod i e s found
on Ibe Rocbda le

,
but nothing of importan ce transpi red

,
as the

Scene of “ The Rochda le d isaster
, Seapo int.

completenes s of the disas t e r h ad d eprived the pro ceedings of

a ll ma t erial t es t imony .

After the inques ts h ad con cluded
,
the capta in

,
ma te and

s t eward of the Pr ince of Wa le: were arres ted on a charge of

murder
,
fo r having removed the ladders communi cat ing from

the hold to the d eck
,
while the crew were es caping from the

vess el . The remainder of the crew we r e deta in ed as wi tness e s
pend ing the trial

,
but when the cas e came on i n December

,

the Crown abandoned the proceedings
,
find ing

,
presumably

,

that the eviden ce w as insuffi cien t .

The M art ello Tower a t Seap oin t a t the pres en t d ay looks a
rather unlikely pla ce fo r a shipping disas t e r

,
bu t i t mus t be
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r emembered that all the co as t a long here w as much al t er ed by
the cons tru ction of the rai lway, and that many of the sharp
ro cks which proved so fa ta l to the vi ctims are now covered
o ver by the emb ankmm t and by the adj oining road and hous es
moreover

,
i n 1807 , the immediat e lo ca l i ty w as so lon ely and

unfrequen ted tha t a ves s el might eas i ly b e wre cked there at

n ight wi thou t a t trac ting no ti ce . The s cene of the Pr ince of
Wa le: wreck is a reef of da rk , j agged ro cks proj e cting from the

s hore immed iat ely behi nd Blackro ck Hous e
,
and eas ily iden t ified

by an ornamental emba t tl ed s tru cture overlooking this spo t of
t ragi c memories . I t i s a c ces s ib le on foo t a t low wa ter only

,

and i s vis i ble from Seap oint M a r tello Tower
,
from which i t i s

d i s tan t a lmos t exactly hal f a mile .

The ro cks all along this po rtion of the Shore a re so sharp and

i rregular that even in fine weather i t is a difficul t tas k fo r an
a c tive person t o climb them without inj ury

,
so that i t i s no t

surpris ing that at n ight during a snows torm
,
in a fu rious sea

impell ed by an eas te rly ga le
,
not even on e of the unfor tuna te

pas s engers ca s t asho re on thes e cruel c rags es caped .

Pas s ing ou t of Bla ckro ck by the mai n road
,
we reach Temple

Hill
,
a l i t t le beyond which

,
on the right

,
i s M on tpeli e r Parade

,

one of the firs t t er races buil t in thi s lo cal i ty . An illus t rat io n
in Tbc Hibernian M agaz ine repres en ts thi s place as i t appeared
in 1802 , the t errace having been comple t ed a few years earl ie r
by a M r . M olesworth Gre en , with the idea of making thi s a
res iden t ial n eighbourhood . At the t ime it w as bui l t

,
this

t e rrace mus t have enj oyed an unin terrupted V i ew of the sea, as

the re were no house s to the south or eas t of i t ; but no tw ith
s tanding it s at tract ive s i tuat ion , i t is su rpris ing if any ci ty
people l ived so far away from town in thos e days , when we
cons ider the dangers of the road to Dublin owing to highway
men

, as well as the abs ence of any regular means of com
mu nicat ion with the M etropolis .
In the p i ctu re r eferred to

,
als o appear s the tower of old

M onks town Church
,
taken down in 18 3 2 to make room for the

nondes crip t edifice wh i ch now d isfigu res i t s s i t e .



42 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF DUBLIN

T urn ing t o the right at M onks town Church up Carri ck

b rennan Road , we arrive at M onks town Ca s t le , s ituat ed within

t h e grounds of the mod ern res idence of the same name , and

forming a pi ctu resque and extens ive ruin . I t i s en closed by a

grove of trees
,
and must originally have been a large building .

I t i s not certa in when this ca s tle w as buil t , but i t is re corded

M onkstow n Ca s t le.

(1905 )

tha t . 1546it w as gran ted to Si r John Travers for his s ervices
t o the Crown

,
and that i n 1565 Si r Henry Sidney, the Viceroy,

pa s s ed the night here aft er his d ebarka t ion . From 1650 t o

1660 the cast le w as in possession of Genera l Lud low
,
one of

the regicid es
,
who

“

cons tantly allud es to 1t in his memoi rs

(Ludlow
’

r and mentions the details O f s everal con
versat ions he h ad with the Pro tector ’s son

,
Colonel Henry

Cromwell . Des crib ing one of thes e
,
he wri tes There on

a su bs equen t o ccas ion
,
after a short collat ion

,
walking in the
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garden
,
I acquain ted him with the grounds of my dissa t is

faction with the presen t s tat e of affai rs in England
,
which I

as sured him w as i n no sor t personal, but would be the sam e

were my ow n father a l ive
,
and in the place of his . He to ld

me that his father looked upon me to be dis sat i sfied upon a

dis t in c t accoun t from mos t men i n th e
'

th ree n at ions
,
and

thereupon affi rmed that he kn ew i t to b e his resol ut ion to
carry himself wi th all t endernes s towards m e .

”

M onks town i s men tioned in that famous hunt ing song of

the 18 th century, “ The Kilru ddery Hunt (s ee Index) , as

being one of the p laces through which the fox pas s ed d uring an

exci ting hun t in the wint er of 1744. Needles s to say, the
lo cali ty mus t have been thorough ly ru ra l at that t ime

,
when

the fox cons idered i t safe to make his rout e through i t
,
and the

huntsmen were able to fo llow him i n ho t pu rsu i t acros s the
coun try .

Clos e to the Cas t le is the old M onks town or Carrick b rennan

Churchyard
,
where are buried many of the vi ct ims of the

shipping d i sas t e r of 1807 .

The following authori t i es were consul t ed in the preparat ion
of this chapter The Antiquit i es from Kings town to
“ Dublin

,

” by the lat e Rev . Dr . Stokes
,
published in the

Journals of the Roya l So ci ety of Antiquari es fo r 1895and 1900

Hill ’s Gu ide to Bla ck rock Bal l ’s Hi:tory of tbc County Off
Dubl in Da l ton ’s Hi:tory of tbc County Dubl in Wakeman ’s
Old Dublin Blacker’s Sketcbe: ofDonnybrook and B ooter:toion

Brewer’s Beau tie: of Ireland, and various Dublin newspapers
and m agaz ines of 1807 .



CHAPTER IV

DUNLEARY , KINGSTOWN, AND DALKEY

ASSING i n s ucces s ion through the various loca li t ies a long
the Rock Road

,
we enter Kings town

,
known prior to

18 2 1 as Dunl eary, and s till having portion of i t dis t in

gu ished by tha t ancien t d es1gnat 1on . Sin ce that t ime the
town h as advanced from an obs cure fishing vill age and watering
place to one of the mos t impor tan t seaports in I reland— a

change in i t s fo rtunes due to two dis tinc t causes — n amely
,

the es tablishment of the M ail Packe t s tat ion
,
with i ts fine

harbou r of refuge
,
and the connect ion wi th Dublin by ra i l .

The car rying ou t of the great works in conne ction wi th the
Dublin and Kings town Rai lway in the years 18 3 2 —

4, exci ted
an extraordinary amount of in teres t in Dublin

,
as i t w as the

fi rs t ra i lway cons t ructed in I reland . On the conclus ion of the
u nd ertaking

,

‘Ibe Dubl in Penny 7 ourna l published a number
of ill us t rated art i cles on the subj e c t

,
in one o f whi ch

,
i nspi red

by the importan ce of th e occas ion , i t magnifi cen tly obs erved
Hurried by the invi s ible but s tupendous agen cy of s te am

,

the as ton ished pa ss enger wil l now glide
,
like Asmodeus

,

over the summi ts of the hous es and s t reets O f a great ci ty
pres en tly be t ransport ed thr ough green fields and tuft s of

t rees — then Skim a cros s the surface of the sea
,
and taking

shelter und er the cliffs , coas t along the marine Vi ll as and

through rocky excava t ions
,
un til he finds hims elf in the

cen tre of a vas t port
,
which uni tes in pleas ing confus ion the

bus tle of a commercia l town wi th the amusements of a

fashionable wat ering—pla ce .

”

When we consid er the importance of the ra ilway as a facto r
in the d evelopment of Kings town , i t i s no t a li t t le amusing

44
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c ep t ion and ent ertainmen t of t ravelle rs t hen flourished at thi s
place

,
and an ill us trat ion of i t appears in Tbc Hibernia n

M agaz ine for 1803 . The old
-

building
,
though much a l t er ed

,

s till rema in s
,
overlooking the Monks town gas works , and

con ta in s the o riginal i nn ki t chen .

About 1760 , a harbour w as fo rmed a t Dunleary by the
const ru ct ion of a sma ll p ier about 2 00 yards in length

,
whi ch

a l though insuffi ci en t for the requiremen ts of the lo cal i ty
,
u n

Th e Du n lea ry Coff ee House in 180 3 .

F rom “ Th e Hi bernia n J fag a zme.

d oubted ly afford ed effe ct ive protection aga ins t the eas t and

South-ea s t e rly ga les , so full of evi l memories along this
"

coas t .
In a few years , however , the harbour b egan to fi ll with sand ,
and in time became quit e us eles s .
After some yea rs of agi tat ion

,
s timulated by the fa i lu re

I

of

Howt h Harbour as a pa cke t s tat ion , the n ecessary Par liamenta ry
a uthori ty w as Obta in ed for the cons truc tion of a harbour of

r efuge
,
and i n 18 17 th e firs t s tone of the Eas t Pi er w as la id by

theLord Lieuten an t , the pi er being finished four years later,
w hen the vis i t of King

’

George IV. w as m ade the o cca s ion for
s uperseding the old name of the town by the modern one .

T he cons t ru c tion Of the wes t p ier followed, t ogether with
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many ‘ minor a l t e rat ions and improvement s which were no t
con cluded un til 1859 .

The s tones for thi s great work were drawn from Da lkey Hill
on lo rri es running on a t ramway

,
S til l owned by the Harbour

Commiss ion ers
,
and lo cally known as

“ The M etals . The
immens e amoun t of s tone t aken from the hi ll materially de
creas ed i t s bulk and qui te al t ered i t s appearan ce

,
and so ex

Kingstow ri Ha rbou r and George
’

s Monument .

(1897 )

t ens i ve were the various works in conne ct ion wi th the under:

taking that the employment of a sma ll army of workmen became
neces sary

,
des cendan ts of whom rema in to the pres en t d ay nea r

the original s et tlemen t bes id e the quarrie s .
Abou t t he t ime that

”

Kings town fi rs t a ssumed i t s modern
t itl e

,
a person S tanding on the ground now o ccupied by Sandy

c ove Ra ilway Stat ion
,
and looki ng along the Open country road

towards the newly—named town
,
beheld a Vi ew which

,
ex cep t

for i t s s et t ing
,
would s car cely be re cogn is ed by a modern in ;

habi tant . N ot a hous e in tervened betw een t he observe r and a

g roup of co t tages around the Royal M a rine Hotel ; and about
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midway on the inland s ide a mas s ive ro ck s urmoun ted by a

hal f-moon bat tery overhung the road
,
fo rming a conspi cuous

obj ec t i n the Vi ew . Only one pie r
,
the eas tern one

,
Sheltered

the new packe t s ta t ion
,
and as yet no pie r l ighthouse showed

i ts wel come beams t o the s torm-tos sed marine r s eeking the
r efuge of the port . To the right of the ma i n road

,
fields s loped

down to the sea, where a few cot tages and cab ins were s cat tered
a t in tervals a long a rough bridl e path that ski r ted the rocky
Shore . Opposi te the Royal M arine Road

,
Patri ck S tree t and

M ulgrave S tr eet were r epresen ted by a few small t erraces
,

while to the right of thes e
,
ris ing th rough i t s s caffolding

,
w as

the t all es t building in the n eighbou rhood
,
the Royal M a rin e

Hotel
,
then in cours e of e rect ion

,
towe ring high above the

humble dwel lings adj o in ing . In the dis tance might be s een the
South Wal l and the squat form of the o ld Pool beg Lighthous e ,
wi th Howth and the northern shore s of the Bay.

Immediately in the foreground to the right w as a M a rt ell o
t ower

,
s urrounded by a kind of ci rcumval lat ion

,
par tly ar tificial

and partly natu ral , and s i tuat ed on a sl ight eminence over
looking the harbour . This towe r h as long sin ce b een taken
down t o make room for bu ilding

,
but indicat ion s of the emin en ce

on which i t s tood may b e seen in the ris ing ground on the left
hand s ide of M ar te llo Avenue

,
clos e t o Sandycove Ra ilway

S tat ion .

The rock on which s tood the bat tery w as removed by blas t ing
some fifty year s ago , and while the opera t ion s were in p rogres s ,
pas s engers and t raffi c were warned by a bell rung on the road
some minute s before the fi ring . The name Stoneview

,
appli ed

to the port ion of Upper George ’s S tree t now occupying i ts
s i t e

,
commemorat es t he exis t en ce of t hi s a lmos t forgot t en

landmark .

At the pres en t d ay, in s t ead of the rura l aspec t des c rib ed
above

,
houses extend the whole w ay from Kingstown to Da lk ey

,

with the exception of a shor t open space beyond Bull ock ; and
the on ce detached viil ages in tervening have b ecome absorbed
in the ad j o in ing townships .
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Shortly a ft er pas s ing ou t of the mai n s t re et of Kings town
and cros s ing the railw ay,w e en te r Glasthu le

,
where may be s e en

traces of the o riginal vil lage which derive s its name from a l i t t le
s tream (Gla:) flowing in to S co tch Bay, and Tuatha il or Toole ,
a su rname , the whole name meaning Toole

’s s t ream .

Immediately adj o in ing Glasthul e i s Sandycove, a n ame
which o riginated with the l i t t le haven there , and w as su b

s equen tly applied to the rocky po in t on which a bat tery or

for t
,
now disman tled

,
and a M ar tello tower were ere cted .

The for t w as
,
until a few years ago , occupi ed by the mili ta ry,

and at cer tain s easons of the year w as utili s ed for ar ti ll e ry
p rac ti ce, the firing causing much havo c among the windows
of the adj oin ing hous es

.

About the beginn ing of th e last cen tury an ex t ravagan t scheme
w as propounded to cons truc t a ship cana l from Sandycove

by
M onks town and S t il lo rgan to M i ll town

,
where it w as to cro s s

th e Dodder vall ey
'

by a gigan ti c aqu educ t
,
pro ceeding then ce

in a dire c t cours e to James ’s S t ree t Harbour . The o bj ec t w as

to conn ect Kings town wi th the canal t raffi c through the in terio r
o f the coun try, bu t i t i s no t clear wha t commens urat e advan tage
coul d have been an ti cipated from so cos tly and ch im eri cal a

proj ect as compared wi th sai ling up the Liffey as far as

Rings end Cana l Docks .
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Beyond Sandycove i s Bull ock, a town o f some not e in an ci en t
times , where th e rui n of a fin e cas tl e s tands i n a commanding
and consp i cuou s posi t ion ove r the harbour . The cas t le i s an
Oblong bu ild ing

,
o riginall y tw o s to reys high, flanked by towers of

unequal he ight
,
ri s ing above the body of the s truct ure at the

ends . One Of thes e towers
,
upon i ts ground floor

,
con tain s the

o rigina l doorway and inn er porch . A sp iral s tai rcas e com

municat es with the upper apartmen t s and leads to a s e ri e s of
small rooms in the same tower . There i s a garderobe on the
fi rs t floor

,
and the upper wal ls are gra cefully bat t lemen ted .

There w as formerly a ro cking s tone at Bullock
,
whi ch w as

s ket ched by Gabriel Beranger in 17 7 7 , but w as removed
abou t the b eginn ing of the las t cen tury .

Goshawks— so-cal led from their habi t of preying on wild
gees e— were found in the n eighbourhood of Bull ock un t il about
a hundred years ago .

The por t or harbour of Bul lock w as known from a very early
period

,
and as far back as 1346 the Cis tercian M onk s

'

of S t .
M ary’s Abbey

,
Dubl i n

,
w ho buil t the cas t le the re , established

thei r r ight to exac t from every fi shi ng boa t entering the
harbour a tol l of one O f thei r bes t fi sh

,
herrings excepted ;

and from every her ring boat a meis e (about 600 fish) annually .

Bul lock in ea rly times s eems to have been a s elf—con tain ed
s et tl emen t

,
enclos ed by a wa ll

,
s trongly for t ified

,
bes ides being

equipped wi th a church
,
so as to avoid any unn ecessary risks

t o the inhabi tants entai led by a t tendan ce at places of worship
outs ide . (Bal l

’s Hi:tory of tbc County Dublin. )
In 1402 , Prin ce Thomas of Lancas t er

,
the King’s son

,
land ed

a t Bul lock as Lord Li eu tenan t
,
and i n 1559 the Earl of Sus sex ,

as Lord Deputy . I n 1611 the town and lands of Bu ll ock are

des crib ed as cons is t ing of one cas tle
,
one r uinous tower, thi r ty

dwel ling-hous es
,
10 acres of meadow,

200 acres of pas ture and
furze , with the fishing and haven to th e main sea . (Dal ton

’s
Hi:tory of tbc County Du bl in) .

Clarendon’s Hi:tory of tbe Rebell ion and Civil Wa r: in

Ireland contains the foll owing referen ce to Bull ock
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In the same week [2 November, 1641] fifty-six M en
,
Women

and Children , of the village of Bu llogge (being frighted a t

wha t w as don e at Clont arff) took b oat s and wen t to sea
,
to

shun the Fury of a party of Soldi ers come ou t of Dublin ,
under the command of Colonel C rafford

,
but being pursu ed

by the Soldi ers in o ther boats
,
were over taken and thrown

overboard .

The inciden t at Clon tarf referred t o i s the burn ing of the
vil lage -by S i r Charles Coo te in 1641

A serious aff ray between a party of smugglers and the lo ca l
Revenue oflicers o ccurred here in 17 35, and is des c ribed as

foll ows in Tbe Dubl in Week ly 7 ourna l of 26th April , 17 35

Las t week some of the King’s oflicers made a seizure of a
large quan ti ty of t ea and brandy at Bullo ck ; and n ex t
morning s evera l pers on s at t empted to res cu e i t from the
offi ce rs

,
which o ccas ion ed a grea t bat tle

,
in which s evera l

were wounded on both s ides ; one M r . Brown
,
an offi ce r ,

w as sho t through the thigh
,
and

’
t is thought two of the

smugglers were k ill ed .

”

As we pas s the l i t tl e harbour
,
the road ris es con siderab ly

,

a ffording an ex tens ive V i ew of Dubl in Bay, and we now ente r
o n the only rema in ing b i t of wil d ro cky country b etween
Dubl in and D alk ey— a gap which doubtles s , withi n the n ex t
f ew years

,
will be fil l ed by t erra ces and dw el linghou ses .

We next reach Dalkey
,
formerly a port of grea t impor tan ce ,

t o whi ch mos t o f the goods con s igned to Dublin by sea were a t
one t ime shipped

,
owing to the di fficulty of navigat ing th e

Por t of Dub lin b efo re the con s truct ion of the grea t Sou th
Wa ll .
I n 1306, i t appears tha t the King made a compla in t that the

w in es s en t to him from I reland ar rived in a s ou r and deterio ra ted
c ondi t ion

,
and an inqu iry upon oa th w as the reupon ins ti tu ted

t o a scertain the cause . The commiss ion e rs found that the wines
in ques t ion were shipped from Bordeaux to Dalkey where they
were r eshipped to Skin burnes s on the Solway Fi r th, and that
t he deterio rat ion complai ned of w as caus ed, not by any defau lt



52 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD or DUBLIN

of the marine rs or merchants
,
bu t by the t empes tuous nat ure

o f the la t t er voyage, which w as usuall y from one to tw o months
in durat ion .

In 1369 one Reginald Ta lbo t w as s u ed i n the Cour t of

Exchequer fo r del ive ring therein
,
as the r en t of his e s tat e at

Dalkey
,
one goshawk

,
which on in sp e ct ion and examina t ion

proved uns ound
,
unfi t

,
and of no va lu e, and i nasmu ch as the

same w as a fraud on th e Cour t
,
and a gri evous damage to the

King
,
the sai d Reginald Ta lbo t w as fined .

Goshawks were highly p riz ed in the days of fa lconry as b eing
a large and powerfu l vari e ty O f hawk .

M any pass engers of dis tin ct ion landed here from time to
t ime

,
and i n 1396 the p lace h ad b ecom e of su ch not e that

King Ri chard I I . gran t ed to th e Ar chbishop of Dubl i n the
p rivi l ege of exer ci s ing the rights of Admiral or Wat e r B ai l i ff
of thi s po r t . A cont empo rary do cumen t on thi s subj ect s t at es
tha t there is no an cho rage or good lying fo r great ships
coming in to the Por t of Dublin wi th wines

,
sal t

,
co rn

,
and

o ther merchandis es
,
freighted fo r Dublin from foreign pa rt s ,

only a t the Po r t of the Archbishop of Dublin in the town
of Dalk ey

,
which is six l evel miles from Dublin

,
and ou t of

the por t and l ib ert i es of th e c i ty
,
a t which plac e they are

bound to un load, and there i s no o ther por t in the neighbour
hood whe re they can r ide so safe from s torm

,
and the mer

chan ts wer e won t to buy thei r goods at sa id por t of Dalkey
as well as i n the por t of Dublin and o ther po r ts

,
t o land same

and to b ring it up on cars o r i n boa ts to the ci ty
,
and there

land same and p ay the cus toms .
”

(Da lton’s Hi:tary of tbc

County Dublin) .

I t w as at this p e riod of i ts hi s to ry that the cas t le s of Dalkey
,

o riginally s even in numbe r, were bu il t fo r the s to rage of the
merchandis e and va luables landed ther e, where they could b e
pro tec ted again s t the p redatory in cu rs ions of the “ I ri sh
enemie un til s uch t ime as they cou ld be safely e sco rted t o

Dublin .

I n 1451 the King appo in ted as b ai l i ff o f Dalkey
,
James Pren
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CHAPTER V

CARRICKM INES CASTLE ; THE VALE OF SHAN
GANAGH ; DALKEY , K ILLINEY AND BALLY
BRACK HILLS

HE three above-named hil ls
,
which so gracefully sent ine l

the sou thern Shor es of Dublin Bay, are s e en to great
advantage from the inland s ide

,
fo r whi ch reaso n

Carrickmin es h as been s el ected as the s tar ting poi nt for thi s
excurs ion . Carri ckmines can

,
of cours e

,
b e mos t readily

rea ched by t ra i n from Har co urt S tree t
,
but thos e des iring a

l onger walk might
,
perhaps

,
get ou t a t Dundrum

,
pro ceeding

thence by Sandyford
,
aft e r which the thi rd tu rn on the left

should b e taken . Jus t at the tu rn i s a high whit ewashed wall ,
i n the masonry of which, over a former en tran ce door, is a

table t bearing the qu a in t in s crip tion Con ten t i n a Cot tage ,
“
and Envy to no On e . BD . M . 17 7 1 . A secluded road abou t
two miles i n length

,
conducts u s thence to Carr ickmines

,

fo rmerly Carrigmayne, a l ocali ty of great his tori c i n ter es t and
the s i te of a cas t le, port ion of which s ti ll r emains .
During the Insur rect i on of 1641, a s trong body of the insu r

gents e s tablished themselves i n the cas t le, to dis lodge whom a

smal l body of cava l ry w as s en t ou t from Dublin on a Sa turday
in the month ofM arch, under command of Si r S imon Harcourt,
an offi ce r of exper ien ce and d is t in c t ion . When he arrived there,
however

,
he found that the cas t l e and it s garrison were much

s tronger than he h ad expected , and that to a t tack would b e
hopeles s wi th the fo r ce at his disposal

,
the small nes s of which

exci t ed the de ris ion of the defenders on the bat t lements and
,

a ccord ingly
,
he s en t t o Dublin for re info rcemen ts . As these

d id not reach the place until late that n ight , h e decided to

54
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defer the as sault unti l next day, enci rcling the cas t le meanwhile
with h is for ces , and pla cing musket eers and hors emen a l t ernat e ly
in the cordon

,
w ith the view of preven t ing the es cape of any of

the garrison .

Signal fi res were l i t on the bat t lement s aft er dark , and O the rs
an swering them on the surrounding mounta ins , revealed the
proximity of the insurgents in s uch numbers that Si r Simon

View from Sorrento.

Harcourt hes i tat ed to make the a ttack even with his rein for ce
men ts

,
and s en t in to town for furthe r as s is tan ce . During the

int erval the garri son were no t i dl e
,
u tili s ing every Opportuni ty

that pres en ted i ts el f
,
by sort ies and muske t fire

,
of i nfl i c t ing

loss es upon the bes i egers . In repelling one of thes e so rt i es
,

early on Sunday morning
,
Sergean t-M aj o r B erry w as mortal ly

wound ed by a sho t in the Side . At thi s t ime Har cour t wi th
some of his offi ce rs

, h ad taken she lte r behind a tha t ched cab in
,

bu t incautiously expos ing himself to give commands
,
he w as

picked ou t by one of the sharpshoo ters in the cas t le armed with
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a long piece
’

w h ich h ad a l ready d on e great execut ion
,
and sho t

in the breas t under the neck bone . He at t empted to walk away,
a s s i s ted by tw o of h is men

,
but h ad to desi s t from weaknes s

,

and as i t w as then s een that he w as s eriou sly wounded, a vehi cl e
w as pro cured, and

‘he at on ce set ou t for Dubli n a ccompan ied
by an es cort . The j olting on the w ay, however, o ccas ion ed him
such pain that the par ty dec ided to break the j ourney a t

M errion
,
l eaving him at Lord Fitzwilliam ’s cas tle

,
where he

d i ed n ext d ay
Further rein forcemen ts wi th ar til lery having now arrived

,

Lieu t .

-Colonel G i bs on
,
the n ext in command

,
o rdered a

bombardmen t and general at tack , w h ich
'

w as met with d espe rat e
res i s tan ce by the defenders , bu t the superio r numbers and

equipmen t of the b esi egers prevai led , and they at length
succeeded in making a breach suffi ci en tly large to effe c t an en try
in to‘ the bui lding . The fi rs t tw o that en tered were kill ed , but
they were “ followed by others who, acting u nder o rd ers

,

deliberat ely pr o ceeded to s laughter the ent i re gar ri son
,
with a

great number of women and children w ho h ad taken refuge in
the building

,
to the number of abou t 200 to 300 i n all . The

ca st l e w as then blown up . The bes i egers los t about 40
a l togethe r i n this a ct ion .

The authori t i es from which this account has been compiled
are -A t ract , en t i tled Tbe La:t True Intell igence fromIreland

and Borlas e ’s Hi:tary of tbe Iri:b Rebellion.

I n Lord Clarendon ’s Hi:tory of tbe Rebell ion and Civil Wa r:

in Ireland (p . however
,
i t i s s tated tha t quarter h ad b een

given by Lt .

-Col . G i bson before the slaughter After
quar te r given by Lt .

-Col . Gi bson , to thos e of the Cas tl e
of Carrigmayne, they were all put t o the sword, being about
three hundred and fifty

,
mos t of them women and children

,

and C01. Washington end eavouring to save a pret ty child of
s even years of age, carri ed him under his cloak, bu t the child
again s t hi s will w as kil led in h is a rms

,
which w as a principal

motive of his qui t t ing that s e rvice .

”

A total ly differen t accoun t of this s i ege is given in the
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Apborimzica ll Di:coverie, Vol . I.
,
p . 24, which is , however, un

supported by any authori ty . Acco rding to this version , the
cas tle w as garrisoned by 15men only, who repel led the at tack

wi th a loss of 500 of the bes i ege rs
,
and af te r capturing

,
by a

s or ti e
,
a quan ti ty of powder wi th which i t w as a t tempted t o

blow up the cas t l e
,
s to le ou t by a back door and es caped wi th

a lo s s of only two of their number .

The last of Carri ckm ines Ca stle.
(1906)

On approaching Carri ckmines S tat ion by the road a lready
referred to

,
on the right will be s een a farmhous e entered from

the Glenamu ck road . The cas t le S tood on the s i te of this
hous e and adj acen t bui ldings

,
and a l though no defini te trace

can now be dis covered o f the foundat ions o ther than the grea t
quan ti ty of s ton es about the place

,
there s t ill remain s

,
in cor

porat ed wi th one of the outhous es
,
po rtion o f the wes te rn wa ll

contain ing a l ight or window and cons t ructed wi th grea t
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S t rength and s olidi ty . Some fifty ya rds t o the sou th-wes t i s the
remnan t of a s quare wat ch tower tha t evidently fo rmed part ‘

of the ou two rks . Port ion of the moat lie s eas twood of the farm
build ings

,
and s til l con tain s wat e r s uppli ed from the s t ream

that flows through the adjo in ing fields . An old lan e, now

c los ed
,
probably the o riginal ent ran ce t o the cas tl e, l eads to

the Kilgobbin road .

Resuming ou r j ourn ey
,
we cros s the b ridge at Carri ckmines

Rai lway Sta t ion and turn immediat ely to the right over a s ti le .

We now keep to the laneway beside the railway wa ll as far as

the fi rs t hedge
,
a ft er which we follow the pathway through th e

field s
,
pas s ing to the left of Barrington ’s Tower

,
an ornamenta l

cas te llated s tru cture, erect ed by a lo ca l propri etor . Th e

dis t ri ct be tween Carri ckmines and Foxro ck has come greatly
in to favou r in recen t yea rs fo r r esident ial purposes, and now

con tain s qui te an exten sive s e t tlemen t Of handsome detached
hous es

,
many of them built in the Old English

’

style of a rchi
t e ctu re . As we reach the road clos e by the tower

,
t o the right

will b e s een the dens e woods of Glend ru id
,
wi thin whos e dark

Shades i s con ceal ed a large cromlech
,
or Druid’s a l ta r

,
as thes e

s t ruc tures w ere fo rmerly ca lled
,
that o riginat ed the name of

this glen .

Keeping to the road for about hal f a mile
,
we reach Cabin

t eely, whence we pro ceed a long the ma in road toward s B ray
for a l i t t le ove r a quarte r of a mile

,
t ill a s lat ed co t tage is

seen on the left . Here cross the s til e bes ide the i ron ga t e
,
pa s s

b etween the wooden pos ts
,
and keep to the pa thway along th e

hedge d own to the bot tom of the field
,
where cros s the foo t

bridge over the s tream . Now take the pa thway uphi ll to th e
swing-gate at the corner of the field, pro ceed along by the wa ll
of Kil bogget Fa rm ,

cros s the low wal l in to the lane , and emerge
by the s ti le on Church Road

,
Bal lybra ck . Ba llyb rack hil l

,

eas ily ident ified by i ts flags taff, with its bright gre en gol f links ,
s tands p rominen tly in vi ew all the w ay from Cabin teely .

In the grounds of St . Columba ’s a t B a llyb rack
,
is a pyramida l

l imes tone monument commemorating the dea th whi le hun ting,



BALLYBRACK 59.

at the early age of twen ty-one
,
of the 4th Duke of Dorse t .

I t b ears the in s c rip t ion

THIS PILE

WAS RAISED TO MARK THE FATAL SPOT
WHERE AT THE AGE OF ZI

GEORGE JOHN FREDERICK
,

The 4th Duke of Dors e t,
Accidenta lly los t his l i fe 14th Feb . 18 15.

On reaching Church Road turn to the right
,
and pro ceed

for some dis tance unti l an ent rance gat e is s e en on the left
,

bearing th e names Balu re and Larkfield pas s through

M emoria l to Duke of Dorset at Ba l lybrack .

this ent ran ce into the lan eway and pathway uphill through the
swing gate in to the golf l inks

,
and then ce towards the boundary

wall a t the t op of the hill , where another sw ing-gat e and s t ile
will be s een , leading ou t on a lane which j oins the main road to
Dalk ey near the entran ce to Vi c to ria Pa rk .

The view of the mountain s and of the di s t ric t inland i s s e en
to bet ter advantage from Ballybrack hi ll than from Killiney
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hill , the wes tward Vi ew from which i s fr equen tly obs cured by
the smoke from Kill iney vill age and the numerous hous es
adj oining i t .
We now ent er Vi ctoria Park by the ent ran ce gat e

,
and p ro

ceeding by the s teep pa thway up the hi ll
,
we pres en tly come

in vi ew of the sweep of coas t extending map
-li ke from the bas e

of the hill on towards B ray
,
fringed in rough weathe r by a long

K i l l iney O bel isk 80 years ago.

F rom Th e Du bl in Penny you rna l .

whit e s elvage of foam . On rea ching the Obe li sk, at an elevat ion
of 512 fee t, we ob ta in what i s probab ly the fines t coas t vi ew
in the coun ty

,
compri s ing the Dubl i n and Wi ckl ow M oun tain s

extending from south to , w est
,
Kings town and i ts harbour below

the hill
,
to the north Howth

,
Sut ton

, and Por t rane, and to
the left of thes e the South Wall , th e Poolb eg Lighthous e, and
the metropolis envelop ed in its smoke .

6

The Obeli sk
,
which gives s uch a dis tin ctive character to this

hi ll, has undergone so many repa i rs and a l tera t ions s ince it w as

e rect ed , that i t may be said to res emble the t raditional I ri sh
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t he ru ins of the an ci en t cas t le of Shanganagh , the ances tra l
h ome of the Wal sh family

,
whos e connect ion wi th the loca li ty

las ted over three cen turies .
The name Shanganagh , which should be ac cen ted on the

fi rs t syllable
,
the o ther two b eing p ronou ced very short , means

a place abounding in an ts
,
and a t the p resen t d ay thes e in se cts

a re found in grea t abundance in the dis tri c t
,
especia lly a long

the sandy bank s of the river . (See Joyce
’s Iri:b Name: of

Vol . I I . ,
p .

On a high cliff immedia tely sou th of the flat s t re t ch of shore
Where the Loughlin s town river flows in to the sea

,
are the

r ema in s of a ba t t ery e rect ed about a hundred years ago in what
appears to be a very ill — chos en posi t ion

,
for a l though elabora t ely

loop-holed
,
no por tion of the s t ru ctu re , owing t o the r is ing

ground in fron t
,
commands a vi ew of the shore

,
or even of the

sea
,
excep t i n the dis tan ce . Rema in s of the dwelling for the

a ccommodat ion of the garr ison may s ti l l b e s een , and unde r
neath is a vaul ted chamber

,
probably the ammuni tion s tore .

Adj oin ing Shankill Ra ilway Sta t ion i s a vill age now known as

T illystow n o r Chan til ly
,
but which s eems to have o riginal ly

b een ca l led Shanganagh , as evidenced by a table t dat ed 1830

i n the wall on the main road . No ind i cat ion of a vil lage or even
h ous e , however, appears here in the Ordnan ce Survey M ap

o f 1837 .

I n 1751 a l ead mine w as Opened at Killiney
,
which contain ed

some s ilve r
,
but

,
proving unremunera t ive

,
i t w as abandoned

a fter a con s iderable sum of money h ad been was t ed on the

p roj e c t . Small garn ets have o ccas ional ly been found among
the sands of Killiney s trand .

The des cen t from the Obelisk should be made by the pathway
lead ing d own to the Vico Road

,
a long which we pro ceed

towa rd s So rren to
,
tu rn ing to the left up the fl ight of s tone

s t eps lead ing to the Tor ca Road so as to reach the road a t the
back of Dalkey hi ll . This hi ll w as origi nally much la rger and
h igher on the northern s ide than i t is at pres en t , the quarrying
away of the rocks to build Kings town Harbour having greatly
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reduced it s bulk , and ren dered i t so precipi tou s tha t in places
it i s s t eep and rugged enough to tes t the agili ty of even an

experi en ced Alpin e climber . The ornamental cas t le on it s

s ummi t i s fash ion ed ou t of a s emaphore s tat ion which s tood
there in the o ld

_

days
,
before the i nvent ion of the ele ct ri c

tel egraph
,
when the hill w as general ly known as Telegraph

Hill — a name no t yet extin c t among the aboriginal inh ab i
t ants . The cas tle

,
which is s ubs tant ial ly the same s tru cture

,

w as n early und e rmin ed by the qua rrying opera t ion s .

The Ca s t le on Da lkey Hi l l .

Early in the la s t cen tury
,
up to abou t the t ime the building

o f Kings town Harbour commenced
,
the whole coas t from

Dunleary to wha t i s now ca l l ed Sorr en to
,
but then generally

known as
“ The Land ’s End

,

” present ed an a lmos t uni form
appearanc e of wildn es s and s oli tude

,
wi th open expanses of

sward and hea the r
,
broken by mas se s of grani t e ro cks amid

thickets of golden furze
,
and

,
excep t for the villages of Glasthu le

,

Bullo ck and Da lkey
,
w as almos t un inhabi ted . The po rt ion

known as the Commons of D alkey
,
lying between the vil lage

and Sorren to
,
w as a pla ce of s ingula r b eauty

,
much in vogue

a s a holiday and Sunday resor t for the Dublin folk of tha t day.
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A few cot tages S tand ing on the shore
,
with a soli tary cab in

original ly bui l t by miners
,
were then the only habi tat ion s in

thi s neighbourhood
,
all of which has now been bui l t ove r with

the except ion of a sma ll port ion rema in ing in i t s o riginal con
dit ion of wildnes s on the hil l over Sorren to .

Up to the clos e of the 18 th cen tury there s tood on Dalkey
Commons a cromle ch enclos ed by a ci rcle of gran i t e s ton es

,
ar d

almos t con cea l ed by a l uxuriant growth of ferns . This in t eres t
ing rel i c w as un for tunate ly removed during the M ar tel lo Tower
epidemic

,
and the s tones util i s ed in the con s tru ct ion of one of

thes e ungain ly edifices in th e n eighbourhood . This cromle ch
w as such a conspi cuous landmark on the Commons that they
were genera lly known as

“ Dalkey S tone Common
,

”
and as

su ch are re ferred to in the famous old hunt ing song
,

The
Kilru ddery Hunt (see Index . )
In consequen ce of Dalkey having been fo r so long the por t

of Dublin , qui t e a number of dis tinguished his to ri ca l personages
landed there from time to t ime

,
and a metal table t

,
s et t ing

for th thei r names and the da t es of a rriva l ; w as formerly at tached
to a large ro ck at Co liemore harbou r .
I n 1385 the Lord Deputy, Philip de Courtn ey landed here,

and Si r John S tan ley, the Deputy of the M arques s of Dublin ,

two years later . I n 1414 Si r John Ta lbo t
,
a fterwards the re

now ned Earl of Shrewsbury, landed here as Viceroy
, and in

1488 Si r Richard Edgecombe emba rked from this harbour fo r
England , a fter having taken the homage and oa ths o f fideli ty
of the nob ili ty who h ad espous ed the cause of Lamber t Simne l .
Here a lso land ed S ir Edward Bellingham as Lord Lieutenan t
in 1548 , Si r Anthony St . Leger in 1553 , and S i r John Perro t
as Vi ceroy in 1584 ; and i t w as als o from thi s harbour tha t th e

Earl of Sus s ex , i n 1558 , embarked a large exped i t ionary force
to oppos e the invas ion of the S co t s a t Rathl in I s land .

In 18 34 numbers of person s at tracted by rumours of buried
gold

,
flo cked to Dalkey where they worked and mined, day

and n ight , at the rocks , under the dire ct ions of a young girl
who cla imed to have h ad the place of con cealmen t revealed to
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her in dreams . When the craze h ad gon e on fo r a t ime , some
Wags le t loos e among the operators at n ight

,
two black cat s

covered wi th phosphores cen t oil
,
whi ch s ca t t ered the gold

s eeke rs i n all dire ct ions , and effec tually pu t an end to the
pro ceedings owing to the ridicule provoked by the in c iden t .
A land craze immedia tely s ucceeded the gold fever

,
and a

number of modern res iden ces were soon a fte rwards e re ct ed at

Dalkey
,
the old s quat te r tenants s e ll ing thei r holdings fo r high

pri ces i n cons equen ce of the enhan ced va lu es produced by the
cons t ru ction of the rai lway .

Dalkey Is land
,
so conspi cuously in view from all poin ts along

this coas t, is of nearly oval fo rm ,
with a long reef of rocks ex

tending in a north-westerly di r ect ion
,
and h as a very i rregular

s urface
,
par tly rocky and par tly cons i s t ing of fer ti l e pas tu re

land . I t contain s s evera l sp rings of fresh wat er
,
one of which ,

within a few ya rds of the sho re on the wes t ern s ide, w as in
former years cons idered to poss es s valuable sanat ive propert i es

,

and w as much reso rt ed to for the cu re of s cu rvy and cutaneous
di sease s . On the verge o f the cliff s

,
and oft en wa shed by the

sp ray from the raging s urf, i s the ruin o f an an cient church
dedi cated to S t . Begu e t or B enedic t, the pa t ron sai n t of the
p ari sh . At the south- eas te rn ext remi ty of the is l and th ere i s a
di sman tled bat te ry, and adj o ining

,
on h igh ground

,
i s a M ar t ello

tower
,
the en t ran ce to whi ch w as or igi na lly con s t ru cted on the

top wi th a V i ew to affordi ng extra s ecu ri ty
,
but w as s ub s eque n tly

a l te red to the s ide .

To the n orthward of the i s land are th ree smal l ro cky is le t s
cal led Lamb I sland

,
Clare Rock

,
and M aiden Rock

,
and t o the

north- eas t i s the group of rocks known as the M uglins , on

which
,
i n 1766, were hung in Chai ns

,
t he bod ie s o f the pi rates

M acKinley and Gidl ey
,
who we re exe cut ed fo r the murder of

Captain Cochrane
,
Captai n Glass

,
and other pas s engers o f the

ship Sandw ick , on the high s ea s i n the previous yea r .

Dalkey I s land
,
in 1575, became a r efuge fo r a numbe r O f the

Dublin ci ti zens who fled from a t erri ble out break o f plague i n
the M et ropolis . At a lat e r period i t w as the s cen e of th e
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annual coronat ion of the King of Dalkey
, a burles que cere

monial cont inued up t o 1797 , when owing to the poli t ical
t roubles at the t ime

,
the promoters voluntari ly dis con t inued

the pro ceedings . An inte res ting des c rip t io n of the s c ene on the
i sland on one of thes e o ccas ions

,
i s given by an eye-witn es s ,

s urviving in 1840, who communicat ed i t to Tbe Ir i:b Penny
7 ourna l i n that year . Acco rding to this wri t er

,
both Dalkey

Is land and the Commons , on the occa s ion of this fest ivi ty, were
covered with dens e mas s es of people

,
gai ly dress ed and ar range d

in to groups of happy par t i es
,
each wi th its ow n mus ic ian . The

dres s es of the women were a lmos t invariab ly whit e, with green
s i lk bonne t s— a cos tume that l en t a brilliant effect to the s cene .

A large marquee w as ere ct ed about the middle of the is land
for the u se of His M aj es ty and Offi cers of State , and a cordo n
w as drawn around i t to preven t in t rus ion by unauthoris ed
person s .
A mili tary band w as general ly in at tendan ce to provide mus ic

for danc ing— the nob lemen and ladies of the Court remain ing
wi thin the co rdon

,
whils t the o rdinary subj e c ts of the monarch

danced outs ide . For the Dalkey boa tmen i t w as a red — let t er
d ay

— th eyw ere kept busy from morn ing t ill nigh t , and general ly
reap ed a ha rves t s uffi c i en t to mai n tain them in idlen es s and

i neb riety fo r a conside rable t ime afterwards .
The ceremony of co ronat ion w as perfo rmed in S t . Begnet

’
s

Church
,
on the is land

,
with a mock gravi ty which w as irresis

t ib ly humorous , and as the various fun c t ionaries were chos en
fo r thei r known wi t and eloquen ce , i t can readily be imagin ed
w hat a t reat i t w as for the audien ce . The long coronat ion
s e rmon w as one of the princ ipa l even ts o f the day, and produ ced
effe c ts s uch as s e rmon never p roduc ed be fo re .

During th i s augus t and imposing ce remony the church w as

no t only crowded to it s utmos t capaci ty, and its ruined walls
covered by anxious li s t eners

,
but i t w as also su rrounded by a

dens e crowd
,
mos t of whom could hear li t tl e or no thing of the

pro ceedings beyond the loud burs ts of laughter that punctuated
the various sp eeches and addres s es .
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Towards even ing the peop le commenced to re tu rn from the
i s land

,
but i t took many journeys by the boa t s to convey them

all back
,
and i t w as gen erally lat e a t n ight o r early i n the

morning b efore all his loya l s ubj ec t s had r eached thei r homes
a fte r paying thei r respe cts to , and drinking the hea l th O f
His Fac et iou s M aj es ty (S tephen the Fi rs t) , King of Da lkey

,

Empero r of the M uglins, Prin ce of the Holy I s land ofM agee
,

Ele cto r of Lamb ay and I re land’s Eye
,
Defende r of his ow n

Fa i th and Respe cte r of Al l Others , Sovere ign of the I llus tri ous
Orde r of the Lobs t e r and Periwinkle .

”

The ruin ed Church O f S t . Begnet , apart from thes e pro
ceedings, w as s ub j e cted to very i rreve ren t treatmen t abou t a

h undred years ago , when the towe r and bat te ry were be ing
cons tructed on the i s land . The mason s and o the r workmen
finding i t i n conven ien t and often dangerous to c ros s the Sound
to thei r lodgings

,
fi t t ed up the ru in as a dw ellinghou se, added

a fi repla ce
,
and enlarged a doorway and s ome of the windows .

Dis tan ce s — From Dundrum to Carri ckmines S ta tion
,

miles Carri ckmines S tat ion to Kill iney Vi llage
, 35

» miles

(approximat ely by route des cri bed above) ; Killin ey Village over
th e hill t o Dalkey by Torca Road

,
about miles .



CHAPTER VI

BALLYMAN GLEN, CARRICKGOLLOGAN, BALLY

CORUS , TULLY , AND BRIDE’

S GLEN

EAVING Bray Stat ion
,
we w a lk up the Quins borough

Road
,
cros s B ray b ridge in to Lit tle B ray

,
and afte r

a bout hal f a mile
,
t urn up the road on the left

,
presen tly

en te ring the v i llage of Old Connaught
,
w here may b e s een the

ruin of an an ci en t chur ch Overgrown wi th ivy and elder t re es .
The n ame of the lo cal i ty is properly Old Conna

,
but the only

ins tance i n which this fo rm h as been pres erved i s the name
,

Old Conna Hill
,
a modern res idence about three-quar ters of a

mile to the no rth of the vil lage .

Early i n the 16th cen tu ry the lands of Old Connaught
came into poss es s ion of the Wa ls h family of Sh anganagh ,
who ma i n ta in ed a res idence on the s i te of the p res en t O ld
Connaught House until afte r the Treaty o f Limeri ck

,
w hen

they finally s evered thei r conne ct ion wi th th e lo cal i ty and

went abroad .

As we reach the higher portion of the road above Old Con
naugh t , a S t i le will be se en on the left , from which a pathway
leads down to the se cluded glen o f Bal lyman o r Glenmunder

wat e red by a l i t tle s t ream tha t ri s e s in the S ca lp and here
forms the boundary be tween the count ie s o f Dubl in and

Wi cklow . This glen i s well wooded
,
and on port ions o f its

southe rn slopes may be s een in the springtime s uch a w onderful
pro fus ion of p rimros es tha t thei r pa le

,
del i ca te tin t qu i te

domina tes the colou ring of the banks on which they grow .

At the bo t tom Of the glen
,
no t far from the s tream

,
is the ruin

of a very anci en t church, dat ing probably from a period no t
late r than the 12 th cen tury . Only the eas t e rn port ion of the
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Rock M oun tai ns
,

and south of thes e the higher Wi cklow
hill s— War Hill

,
Douce

,
and Duff Hill . Having finished ou r

Obs ervat ions from the top
,
we may make ou r w ay towards

the tall chimney
,
which i s s u ch a conspi cuous feature on

the hill and gives i t an ind ividual i ty by which i t can be
readily ident ified at a d i s tan ce . A descen t from the summi t,
equal ly s teep as that by which we reached i t

,
conducts u s

The Ch imney on Carrick gol logan .

(1905 )

to the w i lds of fe rn and heather b eneath, in ters e cted by path
ways in various di re ct ions .
The chimney is abou t 80 fee t high, t erminat ing a flue n early

a mile in l ength, which is car ri ed up the whole w ay from th e
B allyco rus Lead Works in the val ley below . A winding fl ight
of s tone s t eps as cends fo r about two— thirds of the height of the
s t ru cture

.
Thes e works were es tablished about n in ety year s

ago , a t which t ime suffi cien t ore w as found on the spo t, su pple
men t ed by that t aken from the company’s mines at Glend alough ,
to keep a large s taff of workmen cons tan tly employed .

Dr
. (afterwa rds S i r Rober t) Kane , in his Indu:tr ia l Rerource:
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of Ireland
“ s ta tes tha t the dres s ed ore

’

(from the
Luganu re M in e at Glend alough) i s b rought i n cars to the
company’s smelt ing works at B allycorus , where i t i s worked
up a long wi th ores from o ther sources by proces se s to whi ch
I shall

,
afte r a l i t t le

,
re turn .

The lead mine s i tua t ed on the hill of Bal lycorus
,
contain s

two lead veins
,
which at the su rface are nearly parall el

,
and

cros s the j un ct ion of the grani te and mica s la t e, whi ch takes
place at i t s summit . I n the workings thes e veins have been
found somet imes to diverge

,
and at O the rs to coales ce

,
and

were then in every cas e found to conta i n valuable bun che s
of ore . Thes e veins have lat ter ly

,
however

,
b e come unp ro

d u ct ive, and al though some l imited explo ra t ion s are s t i ll
carri ed on by the M in ing Company

,
this mine canno t be

reckon ed as being a t the p res en t t ime in a ct ion . In i t s
vi cin i ty are s i tua ted the M in ing Company’s smel t ing wo rks
to which all thei r l ead ores are brought fo r the purpos e of

thei r redu ct ion and manufac tu re .

”

At the pres en t t ime a cons iderable bus ines s i s carri ed on by
the company at thei r wo rks

,
where the ore is smelted and con

vert ed in to ingo ts
,
the s ilve r s eparated and r efin ed , and l i tharg e,

red lead and s ho t manufactured . The flue
,
which w as re

modelled and extended about fifty years ago , at the cos t o f

about
J£10,000, is a un ique s t ruc tu re

,
i n I reland at leas t

,
and

i s s tated to be one of the bes t con s t ruct ed of i t s k ind in the
Unit ed Kingdom . One of the various purpos es i t s e rves i s
the carrying off and deposi t ing of all poisonous produc t s ,
delivering the almos t pu rified vapour at an al t i t ude of n early

900 fee t above sea l evel , thereby rel ieving the works and ne igh
b ou rhood of the usual delete rious effe c ts res ul t ing from lead
smelting . The depos i ts

,
chiefly in the fo rm of su lpha te o f lead

,

are removed per iodically by workmen with barrows
,
af ter the

fl ue has been thoroughly ven t ilat ed by opening the various
doo rs

,
&c .

The shaft of the mine runs westward from the chimney
,

unde r the adj oin ing wood
,
where cons iderable quan ti tie s of
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nat ive silve r were found when the min e w as s tar ted . The sho t
tower, a consp icuous object in the val ley, is a handsome and

s ubs tan tial s truc tu re
,
having a sp i ra l s ta i rs wi thin

,
terminat ing

in an ar ti s t ic i ron verandah on the ou ts ide
,
n ear ly 100 fee t from

the ground, ove rlook ing the adj oining pond
,
wat er-wheel ,

machinery, and sho t premis es while in the immediat e vicini ty
are a number of cot tages , bu i lt fo r the employes O f the company .

Puck's Castle.

On leaving the chimney, by heading towards Loughlins town ,
we can agai n r each the narrow lan e we had previously left ,
presen t ly obs erving on ou r right the square for tified dwelling
known as Puck ’s Cas t le

,
con s tru ct ed wi th grea t s t rength and

so lidi ty
,

and s t ill in excellen t pres ervat ion . I t h as three
en t ran ces

,
two of which appear to be modern the northern s ide

is dashed
,
and the whole edifice bea rs evidence of many mino r

a l t era t ions carri ed ou t a fter i t h ad ceas ed to be used fo r it s
original purpos e

,
the bri ckwork fi rep lace in part icular

,
on the

eas te rn wal l
,
pres ent ing a dist in ctly modern appea rance . This

cast le i s one of the many buildings c redi ted by popular tradition
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with having afforded shelte r to King James fo r a n ight d uring
his fl ight sou thwards afte r the Bat t le of the Boyne .

From here a short j ou rney acros s the fields in an eas terly
direc t ion conducts us to the ruins a t Rathmich ael, cons is t ing of
the remains of a church and the S tump of a round tower

,
the

lat te r
,
lo cally known as The Skull Hol e, being a re ceptacle ,

as the name sugges ts
,
for skulls and bones from the adj oining

bu rial ground . These ru ins s tand on the s lopes of Ca rr ick

gollogan, almos t in the cen tre of a large caher or rath, doubtles s
the original Rathmichael

,
while on an adj oining eminence are

the remain s of a s imila r enclosure . Thei r s i tuat ion is most
picturesque

,
overlooking the hil ls of Dalkey

,
Killin ey and

Ballybra ck
,
and the blu e wate rs of Kil liney Bay. The ru ins are

main tained in excellen t o rder, showing, perhaps , rather obvious
eviden ces of repai r

,
and are approached by an an ci en t roadway

exhibi t ing traces of paving , and known as Rathmichael lane .

Continuing ou r j ourney by this lane un ti l we reach the ma in
road at the head O f Brid e ’s Gl en

,
a Sharp des cen t conducts u s

to that romant i c wooded defil e
,
doubtles s der iving it s name from

S t . Brigid o r Bride
,
to whom the adj acent church at Tully w as

dedi ca ted . Al though in the 18 th century thi s glen w as cal led
Cherrywood Glen

,
and as s uch i s re ferred to in “ The Kil

ruddery Hunt ,
” thi s name is probably one of comp arat ivelv

modern origin , which h as been dis carded in favou r of the
original one . The name of Cherrywood, however, s t ill rema in s
as the des ignat ion o f a modern res iden ce at the lower end of the
glen . The slopes are thickly planted with larches

,
S cotch

firs
, l imes , and Spanish ches tnut t rees , and among them may be

s een a few old cherry t rees— remnan ts
,
perhaps

,
of the origina l

cherry wood which gave name to the glen . Beneath the shad e
of the t rees a fresh green sward s lopes d own to the Loughlin s
town r iver

,
and

,
as we approach the village of Loughlins town

,

the ra i lway i s carr ied acros s the vall ey by an imposing s tone
viaduct, built before i ron bridges had come generally in to
vogue for such purposes .
From Bride’s G len the return home can be made by Shankil l
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S tat ion
,
three-quarters of a mile d i s tant

,
but a much more

in t eres t ing and picturesque route i s to return from Carr ick
mines S tat ion

,
vis i t ing on the w ay the an cien t church and cross

of Tully
,
and thence walking by Carri ckmines golf links to the

s ta t ion . If thi s lat ter i s des ired
,
we turn back from Bride’s

G len
,
as cending the hi ll and tak ing the fi rs t turn to the r ight

a t a place called Hearnsford or Heronford
,
whence a short

sharp ris e conducts us to an iron gat e and s t ile Opening on to
a pathway a cros s the furze and heather . On approaching the
ven erab le ruins of Tul ly, the cros s will be seen on a high
pedestal

,
s tanding in the middle of the road

,
which w as forme rly

on a level wi th the bas e of the plin th . A few paces from the
cros s i s the church

,
darkly shaded by trees and pres en ting l i t tl e

appearan ce of in t rus ion . Tully w as an ci en tly known as Tullagh
na-Nespu c, o r the Hill of the Bishops , and a legend relates how
s even of these holy men wen t from this es tablishmen t to p ay
a vis i t to S t . Brigid at Kild are . The cross on the road is that
commonly known as the Cel ti c pat tern a cross wi thin a

c ircle , and i s of plain des ign , with li t tle at tempt a t deco rat ion ,
while that in the adj o ining field is of the M al tes e pat tern , very
tal l , and embellished with rud e carving

,
though much more

dilapid at ed than the other , the right arm being mis sing. The
carving con sis ts of a full l ength figu re in high relief, in the
conventional at t itude of a sain t . Both cross es are s upposed to
date from about the eighth or ninth century .

In the churchyard is a monumental s tone curious ly inscribed
wi th three s e ts of concentri c circles

, and almost identi cal i n
pat tern wi th that of s imilar s tones in Rathmichael churchyard .

Thes e s tones have been rather a puzzle to antiquarians , being
conj e ctured by some to be of early Chris t ian origin , and by
other s to be of Pagan origin converted to Christ ian purpos es .
Havin g seen thes e in t er es t ing reli cs , i t will be neces sary to

turn back a short d is tance a long the road , and indeed i t i s
adv i sable for those not familiar with the locali ty, to inquire
at the ad j o in ing farmhouse for the track acros s the field s
by the golf links to Carri ckmin es S ta tion . The d i s tan ce
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from Bride ’s Glen to Car ri ckmines Stat ion is about two
mil es .
The comparat ively shor t ci rcui t des cribed in this chapte r,

about s even miles
,
in cluding the as cen t of Carrickgollogan, i s ,

of cou rs e
,
practicable only to pedes trians , but cycl is ts des i rous

of following i t as closely as poss ibl e
,
s hould pro ceed to Litt le

Bray
,
thence to Old Connaught

, and by the lan e ski r ting
Carrickgollogan to Puck

’s Cas tl e
,
Laughanstow n ,

Tully Church
and Cross

,
Cabin teely

,
and home by the Bray road . M an y

port ions of thes e lane s are
,
however

,
too rough for cycling ,

and mus t b e wa lk ed .



CHAPTER VII

THE BRAY ROAD— DONNYBROOK , STILLORGAN,

LO U GHL IN S T O \V N, OLD BRAY AND ITS

SMUGGLERS

EAVING town by wha t w as formerly known as the
Donnybrook road

,
bu t whi ch

,
s in ce i t s access ion to

respectabi li ty, h as be come the M orehamp ton Road,
we en ter Donnybrook

,
now almos t merged in the populous

dis tri c t around i t
,
though s t ill re tain ing i t s dis tin ct ive charact e r

as a vil lage . Few of i t s Old fea tures
,
however

,
now rema in

,
i t s

quai n t inns are gon e
,
i ts thatched co ttages have vanished

,
and

t he whole pla ce h as a s sumed a l es s ru ral appea ran ce than i t
pos s ess ed i n the days when the “ glori es of i t s Fai r shed
around i t thei r halo of renown . I t mus t b e con fes s ed

,
however

,

notwithstanding the glamour wi th which pros e and bal lad
wri ters have endeavoured to inves t Donnybrook Fai r

,
tha t fo r

many years prio r to it s aboli t ion
,
i t h ad forfei ted every cla im

to re cogni tion as a nat ional f es t ivi ty
,
and in i t s final s tages h ad

grown to be a gigan tic publi c nui san ce and disgrace .

This Fa i r w as es tabl ished by Royal Chart er in 1204 to com~

pensat e the Dublin ci t iz ens fo r the expense Of building wall s
and defen ces around the ci ty

,
and w as fo r cen turies the most

impor tan t fai r in I reland . I t i s now
,
indeed

,
diffi cul t to reali s e

that the d es ert ed
,
low- lying field on the left as we pas s ou t of

the village
,
i s the his to ric ground where fo r over s ix hundred

years w as held the world-renowned Fai r of Donnybrook
,
so

famed for fighting
,
dan cing

,
love-making

,
and droll ery

,
and so

long as so c iat ed wi th the name and charact er of the I ri sh people .

Only a b ri ef r efer en ce can here be made to the ci rcums tances
w hi ch led to the aboli t ion of thi s his to ri c fes tivi ty . For s everal
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of Donnybrook A large and pleasan t vi llage , two miles
“ from the Cas tle of Dublin

,
and much frequ ented by the

ci tizen s of Dublin
,
on accoun t of the good ac commodat ion

“ to b e h ad here
,
par t icularly at the two prin cipal t ea

houses
,
one at the S ign of the Rose at the en trance of the

place , and the o ther a l i t tle fur ther on, kep t by M rs .

Darby .

”

A “ Fai r Fight .
(F rom a Sk etch b} S amu el Lover . )

The Rose Inn
,
so frequent ly alluded to by w ri t e rs in con

nect ion with O ld Donnybrook . w as s i tu at ed a t the end o f
Church Lane

,
and o ccupied premi s e s wh i ch h ad original ly been

the gle be hous e .

Cros s ing Anglesea Bridge over the Dodd e r
,
we ente r on a

rather unin t er es t ing s tret ch of road , three mi les long, to
S til lo rgan

,
anci en tly Tigh-Lorcan

,
mean ing Lorcan ’

s house or

r es t ing-place . Opposi te M oun t M errion Avenu e will be s een
the en tran ce ga te t o M oun t M erri on

,
the I rish residen ce of the

Earl of Pembroke and M on tgomery, r epres en ta t ive of the
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Fi tzwilliams of M e rrion , whos e an ces t ral ca s t le S tood nea r the
si te now oc cup ied by the Blind Asylum a t M e rrion .

We n ext en te r S tillo rgan
,
S i t uat ed in a hollow

,
and well

sheltered by its surround ing woods . There i s l i t tle of in teres t
to not ice in the village , but a Short di s tan ce eas t of i t there
s tood un ti l some twen ty-five years ago ,

the mano r hous e of

Donnyb rook Fa ir .

(F rom The Dubl in Penny yourna l .

S til lorgan
,
a s ta tely man sion

,
formerly the home of the Ba rons

All en of S t i llo rgan . Here many a gay company as s embled in
the early par t of the 18 th cen tury during the li fet ime o f the
s econd Lord

,
and in afte r years

,
when i t h ad pa s s ed out of

pos s es s ion of the All en family
,
i t h ad many dis t inguished

o ccupan ts , and w as a so c ial cen tre of cons iderable importan ce
in the 18 th centu ry .

A conspi cuous o bj e c t fo r a considerabl e d i s tan ce arou nd i s
the fine Obelisk s tanding in grounds which formerly were
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portion of S ti llo rgan Hous e Park
,
but now belong to Obeli sk

Park . This obeli sk w as ere ct ed in 1741 during the s eve re
winter known as the hard fros t ,

” to give employmen t to the
poor .
In Ware ’s A ntiguitie: of Ireland i t i s mentioned tha t in 17 16

a s epu lchra l chamber w as dis covered a t Sti l lo rgan
,
lined wi th

flag
- s ton es and covered over wi th one mas s ive

,
flat s tone of

su ch a s iz e tha t t en men were unable to l i ft i t . In the
Inter ior were fragmen ts of human bones

,
accompani ed by an

u rn con taining wha t appeared to be loos e ear th . I t w as

evid en tly the grave of s ome Chieftain or person of dis t in ction
,

though no tradi t ion h as been handed down to us as to h is
id ent Ity, and i t may be that he w as the Lorcan commemo

rated in the an ci en t name of the lo cali ty, which h as been
modified in to the modern d esignat ion of Sti llorgan .

The road now as c ends to Gal loping Green
,
a smal l vil lage

deriving its name from a miniatu re rac e- cours e which exi s ted
here many years ago , and about half a mile fu rther

,
the highes t

p o in t of the road is r ea ched
, 303 fee t over sea l evel . The road

now begin s to des cend
,
and we presen tly reach the vil lage of

Cornelscou rt
,
where up to a few yea rs ago s tood the rema ins

of the an ci en t cas tl e or fo rtified dwelling whi ch gave name to
this hamlet . Of this old build ing only po rt ion of an end wa ll
now su rvives

,
the res t having be en taken down to make room

for two n ew house s at the far end of the village .

A mile beyond Co rnelscou r t we en ter Cabin teely
,
in

which there is no thing cal ling fo r noti ce ; and i n a mile and a

hal f fur ther a long a pleasan t Open road
,
we reach Loughlin s

town
,
s i tua t ed in the shelt ered val ley of the Loughlins town

river . I n the middle of the road leading in to the village will
b e s een a fine tree wi th s eat s around i t

,
beyond which

,
to the

left is a was t e sandy trac t along the bed of the river . At th e
far end of the vi llage

,
in a command ing pos i t ion above the vall ey

,

i s the Rathdow n Union Workhous e , an exten s ive es tabli shment
whi ch, wi th it s ou t -offices and grounds

,
covers a cons iderable

a rea .
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Abbey
,
in the grounds of which is shown the S i t e of an old

burial pla ce
,
together with a well

,
sa id to have belonged to an

anci en t monas t i c es tabli shment .
Pa s s ing through Li t tl e Bray

,
the only obj ec t worthy of noti ce

i s the Cas t le
,
which i s p robably only portion of a much larger

s t ruc tu re
,
as so importan t a posi t ion

,
commanding the pa s sage

of th e road from Dublin and of the only pra ct i cable ford acros s
the river for miles

,
would requ ire to b e defended by an ex

t ens ive and s t rongly fort ifi ed bui lding . Wal t er de Rid elesford ,
a renowned Anglo—Norman warrio r

,
w as

,
i n 117 3 , granted the

lands of Bray and the surrounding dis tri c t by S trongbow
,
and

i n all probabi li ty buil t the cas t le here . I n 12 13 King John
grant ed to de Rid elesford a char ter en t i tling him to hold a fai r
i n the town every Thursday .

In 1402 John Drake , M ayor of Dublin
,
marched ou t with a

well-equipped forc e agains t the I ri sh tribesmen
,
whom he

encoun tered and defea t ed near Bray
,
for which s ervi ce he w as

r e -e lected to the M ayora l ty for the following year . Bloody
Bank

,
now changed to Sunny Bank

,
on B ray Common

,
i s sa id

t o derive it s name from having been the burial place of thos e
who fel l in this battl e .

The two por tions of Bray divided by the river (formerly the
coun ty boundary a t this poin t) were an ci en tly known as M uch
Bray and Lit tle Bray

,
of which names i t i s cu riou s that the

lat t er alon e h as survived .

I t i s somewhat in t eres t ing to read in a regal vis i tat ion
of 1615, that one M aurice Byrne w as then the Vi car of Bray,
tha t the valu e of the b enefice w as £7 , that he read the servi ce
in I rish

,
and tha t the Book of Common Prayer in u se i n the

Church w as print ed in the I rish language . I t would thus appear
tha t the na t ive language w as in genera l u se at the t ime in thi s
dis t ri c t

,
i rresp ect ive of r eligious or racial dis t in ct ion

,
as the

records of the t ime would go to Show that there w as a fa i r
sp rinkling of person s of Engli sh des cen t dwell ing in the lo cal i ty .

In 1690 ,
on the day aft er the Bat tl e of the Boyn e

,
King James

,

i n his fl ight f rom Dublin
,
arrived in Bray early in the morning

,
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and l ea rn ing tha t he w as clos ely pursued
,
pos t ed a s t rong fo rc e

at the bridge , with ins t ruc tions to them to rema in un t il noon
,

to oppos e the pas sage of the pursuing par ty
,
while he and his

re tinue made thei r es cape through the moun ta ins of Wi cklow
,

on the w ay to Wa terford . A ski rmish is said to have taken place
in cons equence , but no detai ls are fo r thcoming on the subj ec t ,
and i t mus t have been only a t rifl ing aff a i r .
Bray, as a wa t ering place

,
may be sa id to da t e from the

extension of the Dublin and Kingst own Ra i lway to the town

in 1851 . I n the earli e r par t of the cen tu ry there w as no
esplanade ext ending by the shore— nothing but the heaped
sand

,
shingles and low sand dunes

,
along which a rude rai s ed

pathway led to the Head, in terrup ted by numerous hollows
and i rregu lari t ie s caused by the digging and cart ing away of

the sand by farmers and o thers in the neighbou rhood . Al l the
Space now occupied by the Esplanade w as swep t by a fierce sea
during eas t erly gal es , and the pres en t l in e of house fron tage
marks

,
roughly speak ing

,
the extreme range of the waves on su ch

o ccas ions .
The few persons who wen t in the summer to enj oy the Sea

breezes h ad to pi ck thei r w ay as bes t they could among the
s lippery pebbles and sand heap s that s t rewed the shore . The
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route from Bray Bridge toward s the b each w as the Old road
which runs bes ide the river

,
and the pres en t Quinsborough

Road w as repres en ted by a pathway through fields
,
while

Quin ’s Hotel pos s es s ed a Splendid garden extending the who l e
w ay down to the sea .

At this period there were only two habi ta t ions along the sea
fron t— on e a small

,
pret ty cot tage where Bray Head Hotel

now S tands
,
whils t somewhere on the ground occupied by

Claddagh Terrace w as -the other
,
a mud hovel

,
so diminu tive ,

so wretched and so miserable as to earn for i t th e loca l soub ri que t
of The Rat Hole .

” This s trange dwelling w as t enanted by an

equally s t range occupan t— an e cc en t ri c
,
soli tary

,
t ar-begrimed

old fi sherman
,
w ho w as a well—known charact er in the neigh

bou rhood
,
and who took a d elight in surrounding his um

a t t ra ct ive abode with ill- smelling heaps of manure
,
offal

,
sea

weed and every o ther abomina t ion that came within hi s reach ,
un ti l at las t i t b ecame d iffi cul t t o dis t inguish be tween the
dwelling and thes e s t range acces so ri e s . To what end he
a ccumulated thes e malodorous tumuli none who knew him
could surmis e ; but that he enj oyed the poss es s ion of them
could be open t o no doub t

,
as he w as t o b e se en there dai ly,

during h is le i sure hours
,
r egaling his nos e and eyes on thei r

perfume and proport ions .
In the o ther co t tage near the Head lived an elderly woman

and her daughter , whose os t ens ible means of livelihood wer e
s eeking and s ell ing the pebbles peculiar to the lo cal i ty

,
known

as Wi cklow pebbles
,
bu t who rea lly were engaged in the p rofit

able bus ines s of smuggling
,
and

,
in conj unction with o thers

,

act ed as agen t s for the variou s oversea s cra f t that then
frequented thi s coa s t for the cont raband t rade .

The mother w as a woman of great courage and s trength of

charac ter
,
and always wen t about armed sh e w as known to have

amas s ed a cons iderable for tun e by her Operat ions
,
and w as

,
at

l eas t on one o cca s ion
,
engaged in an affray with the Preventive

men . When sh e died many years afterwards
,
her daughter

found hers elf a ri ch woman .
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climb out on top
,
or if n eed be

,
d rag up bales of goods fo r

s torage in the upper chamber .
I n after years

,
when reports b egan to be whispered abroad

as to the exis t en ce of this Al i Baba ’s cave
,
the lo cal i ty became

the s cene of some fierce s truggles b etween the Revenue men
and the desperadoes engaged i n the contraband traffic . I t
w as a t ime when a Revenue offi cer’s l ife w as on e of cons tan t
exci t emen t he n eeded to be a man of courage and determina
t ion

,
and the risks of h is avo cat ion were almos t as grea t as thos e

of a s oldi er ’s i n the field .

Both the caves men tioned were u tt erly obli t era ted during
the con s t ruct ion of the ra i lway

,
but the name of The Brandy

Hole s t i ll a t taches to an i n le t in the cliffs
,
and i s the sole

memorial of this grea t smugglers ’ r endezvous
,
the very t radition

of which h as b een los t among the modern populat ion .

Wi th the advent of s team
,
t elegraphs and poli ce, smuggling

h as been shorn of much of the romance with which i t on ce
w as a s so cia ted ; the pi cturesque figure of the bold smuggler
with his s louched h at and feather

,
j ack-boo ts and huge pis tols

,

h as d isappeared from the s tage of modern li fe and s urvives
only in that of melodrama

,
and the Dublin folk of to-day,

whirled rapid ly a long the ra i lway around Bray Head , look
down on his former haunts wi th s ca rcely a thought for the
desperat e s cenes enact ed there a hundred years ago .

THE KILRUDDERY HUNT

The au thor of this Sp i ri ted song w asThoma s M oz een
,
an ac tor

and s inger
,
w ho also wro te “ An Inv i ta t ion to Owen Bray’s a t

Loughlins town
,

and w as a well — known pat ron of that
hun ters ’ hos t elry . Before the publi ca tion of The Kilru dd ery
Hunt

,

”
and only a few days subs equen t to the event which i t

commemora tes
,
i t w as sung for the fi rs t t ime at the hous e of

one o f the sportsmen who took par t i n the hunt
,
at his hous e

on B achelor’s Walk
,
Dublin .
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Hark ! Hark ! jo l - ly Sportsmen
,
a w h i le to my tale,Which to

pay your a t
-ten-tion I’m su re cannot fa il ; ’

Tis of lads and of horses
,

and

dogs that ne’er t ire,O ’

er stone w a l ls and hedges, through da le, bog and briar ;

pack of su ch hounds and a set of su ch men
,

’
T is a

sh rew d ch ance if cv er you mee t w ith ag a in ; Ha d Nimrod . the migh t ies t of

hunters
,
been there

,

’
Fore God he h ad shook like an as pen for fear .

Hark ! Hark ! j olly sportsmen
,
awhi le to my tal e

,

Which to p ay your a t ten t ion I
’m sure cannot fa i l ;

’Tis of lads and of hors es
,
and dogs that n e ’e r t i re

,

O ’er s tone wal ls and hedges
,
through dale

,
bog and

A pack of such hounds and a set of such men
,

’Tis a shrewd chance if ever you meet with aga in
Had Nimrod

,
the mighties t of hunte rs

,
been there

,

’Fore God
,
he h ad shook l ik e an a sp en fo r fear .

I n Seventeen Hundred and Forty and Four
,

The fi fth of December
,
I think ’twas no more

,

At five in the morning by mos t of the clocks
,

We rode from Kil ru dd ery in s earch of a fox .
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The Loughlins town land lord
,
the brave Owen B ray

,

And Johnny Ada i r
,
t oo

,
were with us tha t d ay ;

Joe Deb il
,
Hal Pres ton— tho se hun tsmen so s t ou t

Dick Holmes
,
some few others

,
and so we set ou t .

We cas t off our h ounds for a full hour o r more ,
When Wanton set up a mos t t errible roar

,

Hark to Wan ton cried Joe , and the res t were no t
For Wanton ’s no t rifler es t eemed in the pack .

Old Bonny and Colli er came read i ly in ,
And every hound j oined i n the musi cal din
Had Diana b een there

,
she’d been pleas ed to the li fe,

And one of the lads go t a goddes s to wife .

Ten minutes pas t n in e w as the t ime of the d ay,
When Reynard broke cover

,
and this w as h is w ay ;

As strong from Killegar as i f he could fear non e ,
Away he brushed round by the hous e of Kil t i ernan ;
To Carr i ckmines then ce

,
and to Cherrywood then ,

S teep Shankill he climbed
,
and to Ballyman Glen ;

Bray Common he cros s ed
,
l eaped Lord Anglesea

’
s wal l

,

And s eemed to say Lit tl e I care for you all .
’

He ran Bushe’s Grove up to Carbury Byrn e ’s
Jo e Debil

,
Hal Pres ton

,
kep t leading by turns

The ear th i t w as Open
,
yet he w as so s tou t

,

Though he might have got in
,
s ti ll he chos e to keep ou t .

To M a lpas high hill w as the w ay that he flew ;
At Dalkey S tone Common we had him in view ;
He drove on by Bullo ck

,
through Shrub Glenageary,

And so on to M onks town where Larry grew weary .

Through Roches town wood like an a rrow he pas s ed ,
And came to the s teep hill of Dalkey at las t ;
There gallantly plunged himself in to the sea

,

And sa id in his hear t
,
None can now follow me .

’
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fIbeHou:e ofKil tiernan

Steep Sbank ill .

Ca rbury

ll/l a lpa: b igb bill .

Da lkey Stone Common .

Rocbe:tozon Wood

Ga rron

My Lord

Sbrub Glenagea ry

.The res idence of Johnny Ada i r ,
referred to in the song near th e
S calp .

Bride’s Gl en
,
near Loughlins town .

A seq u est ed glen n ear Old Connaught .

(See Ind ex .)
Carrickgollogan M oun tain .

A well-known res idence a t that
,

t ime
n ear Cabin teely .

Killin ey Hill
,
the obelis k on which w as

er ected by Colonel M alpas or

M apas .
Between Dalkey and Sorren to . (See
Index .)

Between B allybrack and Glenageary.

Some of the wood s t il l r emains .

(I rish) a worthles s old horse .

The 6th Earl of M eath .

An old name for Glenageary.



CHAPTER VIII

R A T HD OW N, GREYSTONES , KILLINCARRIG,

DELGANY AND THE GLEN O F THE DOWNS

YCLISTS and pedes t rians des i rous of making thi s
excurs ion should pro ceed to B ray

,
making thei r w ay

up the mai n s t reet and keeping to the left at the
M arkethou se

,
whence the road gradually as cends to Kilru dd ery,

the en trance gate o f which w i ll b e s een on the right
,
b earing

'

in

high reli ef the mo t to
,
Vota vi ta mea

,

”
and s urmounted by

the arms of the M eath family . Immediat ely oppos i t e this gat e
,

at the other s ide of the road
,
is the en tran ce to the wa lk and

carriage drive round the top of the Head
,
admis s ion to whi ch

can b e ob tain ed by s ign ing one ’s name at the gat e lodge
,
and

,

i f a ccompanied by a bi cycle
,
paying a toll o f 3d . Entering at

the ga t e
,
we pas s a su cces s ion of plan ta tion s

,
largely composed

of S co tch fi rs and o ther evergreens , and con t inuing the t rack
,

a t l ength reach the op en mountain s ide
,
where i n summer may

be s een in profusion the purple splendou r of the heather
,

in t erspers ed wi th the gay colou ring of the gors e
,
the brill ian t

contras t enhanced by the varying shades Of sward and b racken .

The track now sweeps to the s eawa rd
,
andi looking over the

adj oin ing wa ll
,
we can see

,
far b elow

,
the rai lway and path

overhanging the deep green wat er
,
with

,
perhaps

,
a border of

white surf Showing boldly again s t the dark ro cks . From this
poin t

,
ou r vi ew compri s es Da lkey and Kill in ey

,
Dublin ci ty

under i ts pa ll of smoke
,
port ion s of the southern suburbs

, and

the familiar fo rms of the tal l twin chimneys at Rings end
,
a

conspi cuous landmark even a t this dis tance . As we pro ceed
,

an extens ive V i ew in land i s ob ta in ed
,
in cluding the Two and

Three Rock M oun ta in s
,
Prin ce Wi ll iam ’s S eat

,
the S calp and

91
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th e Suga r Loaves
,
wi th the long open va lley of Glen cree .

Not far off is Bray Head s ummi t
,
on which s tands a sma l l

monumen t
,
e rec t ed to commemora te the Jubil ee of the la te

Queen Vi c toria .

Cont inuing the a s cen t
,
we arr ive at a high ledge

,
where we

u nexpect edly come in to vi ew of the ent i re coa s t a s far as

Wi cklow Head
,
readily ident ified by i ts three lighthous es

,
while

on the cu rve of the coas t l ine may be dimly dis ce rned the town
of Wi cklow . From this poin t the pa thway begins to des c end

,

cons iderable port ions being pract i cable for cycles
,

and we
pres en t ly en ter ano ther pine planta t ion

,
ultimately reachin g

the exi t on the ma in road
,
where the key of the gat e can b e

Ob tain ed at the ad j o in ing lodge .

On r eaching the road we turn to the left up the hill, pres en t ly
a rr iving at the l i t t le hamle t of Windga te on the very summi t

,

abou t 400 fee t over sea l evel , and from here a long des cen t of
abou t two miles conduc ts u s to Gr eys tones . About half a mile
from Windgate

,
a laneway call ed Rathdow n Lan e will b e s e en

on the left
,
l eading d own to the s i te O f the ancien t ca s t le of

Rath dow n . For pedes trians i t i s s omewhat of a shor t cu t to
Greys tone s , bu t cycl i s ts will find i t ra ther difficul t

,
and

would be well a dvi s ed to a void i t and k eep to the ma i n
road .

Near the end of the lane wil l b e s een in a field a l i t t le to the
sou thward

,
the ruins of the church of S t . Crispin , thi ckly

enveloped with ivy . The adj acen t ground now Shows no in
dication of having been a graveya rd , a l though i t cer ta in ly w as

such during the period when the church w as i n us e , and the
las t i n termen t known to have taken place there w as tha t of

the body o f a sa i lor which w as washed a shore early in the las t
cen tury . When the ancien t vi l lage of Rathdow n in cours e of
t ime d i sappeared

,
the lo ca l p ropri e tor removed all the tomb

s tones
,
d is in terred the bones , and buried them in one heap

at the eas t ern end of the church . Some t radition of this
ac t of vand a l ism survived when Eugene O ’

Cu rry Vi s i ted the
place i n 1838 .
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van tages which would resul t to tha t n eighbourhood from
the sui tabl e ac commodat ion of shipping

,
I w as not surpri s ed

to hear h ad become an Obj ec t of a t ten tion to some publi c
spi ri ted gen tlemen in that n eighbourhood . Some idea may

The Beach , Greystones.

be conceived of the charac ter of thi s hal f— formed harbour
,

from the ci rcums tance of a vess el i n d i s tres s having b een
towed in there

,
as the bes t which w as to be me t in tha t p ar t

of the coas t
,
and though incapable in i t s presen t form of pro

teeting a ship from the effects of a s torm
,
i t s favourable

posi tion for a harbour may i n some d egre e be in ferred from
the above ci rcums tance .

” The hopes en ter tained by the
wri ter of the above

,
have unfor tuna tely no t been rea li s ed

,
and

the ha rbour
,
as i t now s tands

,
may be regard ed for all prac ti cal

purposes as useles s .



GREYSTONES — KILLINCARRIG 95

Greys tones pos s es s e s an i r regular sea fron tage of nearly a

mile in length
,
and extends inland from the sea i n a sou th

wes terly dire c tion to within a Short dis tance of the hamlet of
Killincarrig, which i t threat ens to absorb

,
as also

,
i n t ime , the

more dis tant vi l lage Of Delgany . The sea i s vi s ible for a con
siderable di s tance inland

,
as the ground gradually ris e s from the

shore . There is ample accommodat ion for ba thing , both off

the rocks
,
and at the pre t ty s t rand immediately sou th of The

Grey S tones alr eady al luded to . The houses are for the
mos t part d e tached or s emi-detached

,
i ns tead of being buil t i n

terraces .
The great charm O f Greys tones consi s t s in i ts u nconven

t ionality and the abs ence of the featu res which go to make up
the typical modern wa tering — place

,
while i ts golf-l inks

,
i t s p i c

tu resq u e surroundings , and the pleas ing combinat ion s of rural
and s eas id e s cenery in it s n eighbourhood

,
combine to render

i t a mos t a t t ract ive and res tful holiday resor t .
From the top of the Killincarrig road a field -pa th leads by

the golf- li nks
,
through a wood

,
to the vi llage of Killincarrig ,

en tering the lat te r bes ide the grim
,
ivy-clad ruins Of an old
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mansion popula rly known as
“ Kil lincarrig Cas t le , which

appears to date from abou t the El izabethan period . There
w as a t rad i tion curren t tha t Cromwell s lept a night i n i t

,
which

may have h ad some founda t ion in fact , as his t roops were
engaged i n s everal ski rmishes in thi s n eighbourhood during the
t roubled times of 1641— 2 .

Killincarrig s tands upon a considerable emi n en ce
,

com

manding vi ews bo th of the sea and of the mounta ins inland
,

and a l though the vi llage i s of consid erable antiqui ty
,
the old

houses have nearly all d isappeared
,
and have been replaced by

dwellings of a modern type .

I n 1641 some t roops were quar tered in a t emporary barrack
in this vi llage to pro tect the property of r es iden ts in the
n eighbourhood . In conn ect ion wi th the soj ourn of this
garrison

,
i t i s r ecorded in Dudley Lo ftus ’s minutes of the

Courts M ar tia l a t Dublin Cas t le
,
tha t one Ka thleen Farrell

w as ar res ted a t Killincarrig as a Spy
,
taken to Dublin

,
and

s en t en ced to be hanged
,
which s en tence

,
i t may b e presumed ,

w as duly carri ed out . Anothe r cas e from the same local i ty w a s

that of John Bayly
,
a soldier

,
w ho w as t ri ed for des er tion . As

the penal ty for this offence w as usual ly dea th
,
there mus t have

been some extenuat ing ci rcums tances in h is cas e
,
as he w as

merely s en t enced to run the gauntle t of the sold i ers s ta t ion ed
at Killincarrig, the sold i ers a rmed with swit ches

,
and the

culpri t with his back bare and his hands t ied behind him .

The carrying ou t of thi s s en ten ce probably provided a pleasan t
day’s amusemen t fo r the inhabi tan ts of the vi llage

,
who doub t

les s h ad anything but fri end ly feelings fo r the soldiers quar tered
there

,
and were hearti ly glad when the t ime came for thei r

departu re .

At a dis tance of abou t hal f a mile from Killincarrig i s the
pret ty village of Delgany

,
pi cturesquely s i tuated on a ris ing

ground
,
i n the mids t of an undulat ing and ri chly-wood ed

count ry
,
and adj oining the southern en trance to the Gl en of

the Downs . Immed ia tely below the village i s the d eep wood ed
valley of the Three Trouts river

,
a sma ll s t ream

,
which

,
aft e r
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the village . The influen ce of Delgany Church (which s tands
su i tably elevated above the vall ey) on the s cenery of tha t
n eighbourhood, is well known to the numerous vis i to rs of the
dis t r i c t .”

At the t ime the above w as wri t t en
,
there w as a s t raw h a t

and bonne t fac tory in the village
,
which ar ti cles were

,
according

to the same authori ty
,
sold at pri ces va rying from one to thi rty

shill ings , and the wri t er adds that s ome hat s whi ch were shown
to him at eight shi ll ings

,
made of I ri sh s t raw

,
were of except iona l

qual i ty .

I t may b e mentioned tha t one or tw o o f the o rigi na l
tha tched cot tage s i n the Engli sh s tyle

,

” re ferred t o i n
the a bove des crip tion , s u rv i v ed unti l a few yea rs ago ,

and the pa r s onage hou s e is s t i l l the la rge s t bui lding i n th e
vil lage .

The origina l name of thi s p lace w as Dergne, the pronuncia
t ion of whi ch would be repres en ted in Engli sh by the Spell ing
Dergany, and this by the change of the l iquid r t o I became
conver ted to the modern d es igna t ion of Delgany . The name
Dergne , meaning a l i t t l e r eddish spo t

,
took i t s o rigin in the red

colou r of the clay and ro ck underlying the surface soi l around
the village

,
which i s more not i ceable after heavy ra in .

In the old er authori t i es the place is
'

referred to as Dergne

M och orog , the la t t er port ion of which is the n ame of the
'

lo ca l
sa in t

,
a Bri ton by birth

,
who s et tled here about the end of the

6th century, building h is church on the s i t e now occupi ed by
the o ld chu rchyard at the lowe r end of the village . (See l f

'i

Name; of Pla cer, Vol . I I .
,
p .

Loca l t radi tion avers tha t an anci ent town of Delgany s tood
some four miles ou t t o the s eaward

,
where there i s now a sha llow

and ro ck call ed Delgany Bank
,
and that one s to rmy night i t

w as ent irely submerged by the sea .

Delgany to a great ext en t owes it s populari ty to it s proximi ty
to the Gl en of the Dow ns

,
and to the fac t tha t i t l ie s in the

di re ct rout e be tween the lat te r and Greys ton es Ra ilway S tat ion.

The Gl en of the Downs
,
which i s t oo well known to r equire a
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d eta i led des crip t ion , i s a ravin e a mil e and a hal f i n length ,
the s id es of which

,
ri s i ng to a height of s ome 700 fee t , are so

d ens ely wooded tha t wi th th e except ion of the roads ide , s ca rcely
a glimpse of the ground is vis ibl e the whole length of the Gl en .

The views from the road are very sof t and pre t ty in the summer~

t ime
,
looking up a long the apparen tly fathomles s mas s of fo liage ,

r eli eved in places by dark pat ches of pin es . I t h as been
cus tomary to admi t vis i to rs on M ondays to the eas t e rn s ide ,
which forms port ion of the d emesne of Bell evue

,
bu t permis s ion

mus t b e ob ta in ed fo r admis s ion on o ther days . The prin cipal
a t t rac tion at thi s s ide i s the oc tagon hous e a t the top , from which
an ext en s ive vi ew i s o b ta in ed .

One of the b es t shor t excurs ions from Delgany fo r ei ther
cycli s t or pedes t rian is to go through the Gl en

,
and a ft er

emerging a t the upper end
,
to take the fi rs t turn on the r ight

u p the s teep hi ll, keeping to the right throughou t , and aga in
en tering the vi llage by a well shaded road down a long decline .

T his wil l en ta i l a j ou rn ey of a l i t t le ove r fou r miles .
Cycli s t s arriving in Delgany ma Bray and Greys ton es

,
shou ld

r eturn by the Gl e n of the Downs
,
Enniskerry

,
and the S ca lp .

Dis tan ces from G . P . O . (fo r cycli s ts) z— Bray B ridge , 125

m i le s ; Greys ton es by route des cri b ed a round Bray Head and

v ia Ra thdow n
,
183} miles Killincarrig, 20 miles D elgany

,
205

mil es ba ck to G . P . 0 . via Gl en of the Downs and Enniske rry
,

41 miles .
Dis tances from B ray Ra ilway S ta t ion (for pedes trians)

G reys ton es by rout e des cribed
,
63
1 mile s Kill incarrig , 8 miles

Delgany, 85 miles ; back to Greys ton es Ra ilway S tat ion ,
1 0} m iles .



CHAPTER IX

TINNEHINCH, THE GREAT AND LITTLE SUGAR

LOAF , KILMACANOGUE AND POWERSCOURT

HE dis t ri c t describ ed in this chapte r can b e mos t readily
v i s i t ed by mean s of cycles , bu t i t will b e n ecessary t o

l eave them at the top of the Rocky Val l ey while
as cending the Great Suga r Loaf

,
and a t Kilmacanogu e during

th e a s cen t of the Lit tl e Sugar Loaf . We fi rs t pro ceed to
Enn i skerry by the S calp

,
con t inu ing s t ra ight ahead at the

upper end of the village s t r ee t , pas s ing on the lef t the church
,

t h e spir e of whi ch is su ch a con spi cuous featu re in pi ctu res of
Enn i ske rry

,
and on the right

,
one of the en trance gat es t o

Pow erscou r t Demesn e . As we turn the corn er j us t Opposi t e the
en t ran ce to the Dargle

,
we des cend a very s teep decl in e down

t o the b ed of the D argle River— a very d angerous des cen t i n
the o ld cycl ing d ays b efor e the inven t ion of rim brakes . At
t h e bot tom of the hill i s the en trance to Pow erscou r t known as

th e Golden Ga t e
,
wi th i t s pret ty lodge

,
and beside i t

,
Tinn e

h in ch Bridge over the Dargl e . Nea r the bridge
,
and s i tua t ed

in the shel t ered val e of the river
,
is Tinneh inch

,
for som e t im e

the res id en ce of the dis t ingui shed pat rio t and s tatesman
,
Hen ry

Gr a t tan
,
w ho spen t hi s declin ing years in the se clus ion of thi s

roman t i c re t rea t . Twis s in hi s Your Ybrougb Ireland
s t at e s that thi s hous e w as design ed and ere ct ed by the then
Lo rd Pow erscou rt as an inn , and tha t i t w as for some years th e
lead ing hos t elry in this d is t r i c t , and Arthur Young spen t some

days there , as s tated in the quota t ion further on
,
during his

tou r in I reland in 17 76.

Aft er c ro s s ing Tinneh inch Bridge we turn to the right along
100
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hil l of Knockree midway, and the Reformatory at the far end
,

and to the l eft of thes e Tonduff
,
Douce

,
and War Hill .

Between u s and Gl en cullen will b e s een Pow erscou r t House
s tanding on the summi t of a ri s ing ground , and en clo sed wi thin
i ts ex tens ive demesn e . We at l ength reach the summit leve l
of the road , at a group of co t tages

,
850 fee t over sea l evel , and

here cycl i s t s mus t a rrange to l eave thei r machin e s pending
the i r re tu rn from the a s c en t . From this poin t the pathway
can be s een the whole w ay to the t op — an easy a s cen t through
s tun ted fu rze and h ea the r unti l the peak i s r eached , where the
gradien t b ecomes much s t e eper

,
and the diffi cul ty O f as cending

is enhan ced by the loos e cond i t ion of the s tones under foot .

Viewed from below
,
the p eak pres en ts an impos ing appear

ance
,
denud ed i n pat ches by the win ter ra in s

,
and r is ing to so

sharp a poin t tha t there i s no more than room for a smal l par ty
of vis i to rs there .

From the summi t
,

fee t high
,
may b e s een Lugnaquillia,

Roundwood and i t s r es ervoi r
,
Croghan Kins ella M ounta in on

the borders of Wexford ; Douce , Tonduff, Gl en cree Reforma

tory and the M il i tary road ; Wi cklow Head , the S calp , Dublin
Bay, and Howth

,
w hile the coun try in the immediate vic i ni ty

presen ts the appearan ce of a map .

Des cending the mountain
,
we agai n r each the road

,
and re turn

as far as the head of th e. Rocky Val l ey
,
which

,
as its name in

d icat es
,
is a defi le s t r ewn on all s ides wi th j agged and precipi tous

ro cks , overhanging the road i n a threat en ing mann er . On the
sou thern side Of the road will b e s een a

'

w ell cal led the Si lve r
Springs

,
under the shadows of a ro cky cl iff

,
and oppos i t e i s a

pret ty cot tage en closed by a grove of t rees . Below this poin t
the s ides of the vall ey be come very i rregular and precip i tou s

,

and smal l patches of r eclaimed ground may be s een at in t ervals
,

wi th l it tle co t tages n es tling among the rocks . Continuing the
des cen t

,
we reach the s cat t ered hamle t of Kilmacanogu e

(pronounced Kilma k am
'

le) , with its church on a consp icuous
eminence Off the mai n road ; and from here we may e ither
re turn home at once

,
via Bray

,
or a s c end the l i t tl e Sugar Loaf . .
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I f the lat ter b e decided on
,
cycles should be left at Kilmac

anogu e, and the as cen t commenced by turn ing as ide from the
ma in road at the pos t offi ce , i n to a lane which ris es s teeply
between high hedges

,
through which occas ional glimpses are

s een Of the vall ey below,
and of the Great Sugar Loaf and the

mounta in s b eyond i t . The lane sweeps somewhat to the lef t
a t a farmhouse bes ide a grove Of fi rs

,
af te r which a wooden gat e

is met
,
from which the ascen t may be made ei the r d i re c t up the

Summit of the G rea t Suga r Loaf.

mp e O f the mountain, or by following the t rack to the right
a s omewhat longer

,
but eas i e r route . As we a sc end

, the l i t t l e
hamle t of Kilmacanogu e appears to grea t advan tage below,

embosomed i n its shelte ring woods a t the foo t of the Rocky
Val ley ; while overshadowing al l

,
r is es the Grea t Suga r Loaf

,

and b eyond i t the grea t range of mounta ins
,
of which Douce

is the c entre . To the no rthward are Killiney Bay, the Hills of
Da ll ey and Kill iney dot ted wi th thei r pre t ty vil la s

,
and furthe r

o ff
, How th, the Poolbeg and Pigeonhou se ; underneath i s the

t own of Bray, and a t the foo t of the hill Kilrudd ery Hous e— an

extens ive es tablishmen t — while to the righ t o f tha t i s the small
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group of cot tages call ed Windgate , at the summit of the long
hill b etween Bray and Greys tones . Right under the mounta in i s
Bray Head

,
looking low and flat from this poin t of vi ew ; t o

the r ight is Greys tones , with it s houses s cat t er ed and d e

t ach ed
,
and then a long uninteres t ing sweep of flat sho re

ext end s away towards Wi cklow town
,
b eyond which rises

Wi c klow Head .

On reaching the t op of the Lit tle Sugar Loaf i t will b e
Observed tha t there are thre e dis t inc t summits a couple of

hundred yards apar t
,
but when s een from the north-wes t or

s ou th-eas t i t appears t o have only two
,
and i t i s by thi s lat te r

appearan ce
,
as a d ouble- topped mounta in

,
that mos t Dubli n

people recogn is e i t .
The following extract from Arthur Young’s Tour in Ireland
(17 76—

9) i s O f some in teres t , as showing the impres s ion s of a

s t ranger vi s i t ing the d i s t ri c t at that period Took my leave
of General Cunninghame

,
and went through the Glen O f th e

Downs on my w ay to Pow erscou r t The G l en i s a pa s s
between tw o va s t r idges of mountains covered wi th wood

,

which have a very noble e ffe c t . The val e i s no wider than
to admit the road

,
a smal l gu rgling river a lmos t by i ts s id e

,

and n arrow slip s of ro cky and shrubby ground which par t
them . I n the fron t all es cape s eems d eni ed by an immense
con ical moun ta in [the Great Sugar Loaf], whi ch ris es ou t O f
the Gl en

,
and s eems to fi ll i t up . The s cenery i s of a mos t

magn ificen t chara cter. On the top O f the ridge to the right
M r . La Touche h as a banquet ing— room . Pas s ing from this
sublime s cene

,
the road l ead s through cheerful grounds all

under co rn
,
ri s ing and fa lling to the eye

,
and then to a val e

of charming verd ure broken in to i n closures
,
and bounded by

two rocky moun ta ins [the Grea t and Lit tl e Sugar Loaf]
d is tant darker mounta ins fil ling up the s c ene in fron t . This
whole ride i s int eres t ing

,
for wi thin a mile and a hal f of

Tinnyh inch (the inn to which I w as di rect ed) you come to
a deli cious vi ew on the right ; a small vale [the Dargle]
Opening to the sea

,
bounded by mountain s

,
whos e dark shad e

( C
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sma l l flow O f wat er
,
excep t after heavy ra in . I t h as been de

s cribed by succes s ive wri ters in s uch extravagan t t erms
,
that

the touris t who vis i ts i t in fine weather is ap t to b e much d is
appointed .

The Wingfield s, the ances tors of the Lords Pow erscou r t
,

d erive thei r name from the mano r and cas t le of Wingfield in
Suffolk

,
of which the family w as poss ess ed before the Norman

Conques t . S i r John Wingfield , Lord of Letheringham ,
s e rved

the B lack Prin ce in the wars in France
,
and afterwards wro te a

his to ry Of the campa ign . Coming down to the reign of

Elizabeth
,
we find that Ja cquesWingfield w as appoin t ed M as t er

of the Ordnance and M uni tion in I reland
,
and i n 1560 w as

commiss ioned to execute mart ial law in the t erri to ri es of the
O

’

Byrnes and O
’

Tooles . Twenty years later he accompan ied
Lord G rey of Wi l ton

,
on his i ll — s tarred expedi tion agains t t h e

Wi cklow t ri bes
,
which culminat ed in the Ba t tle Of Glenmalu re

,

where the English t roops becoming en tangled in the dens e
fores t s

,
met wi th s igna l defea t a t the hands O f the I rish clansmen

under Feagh M acHugh O
’

Byrne and Fit zEu s tace
,
Earl o f

Bal t inglas s .
I n 1600 S i r Richa rd Wingfield w as appoin ted M a rshal of

I reland by Queen Elizabeth in recogni tion of his s ervi c es aga i ns t
the French at Calai s fo r h is fu r ther s ervices in Uls ter he w as

grant ed the dis t ri c t of Fercu llen
,
conta in ing nearly the whole

pari sh O f Pow erscou r t
,
and in 1618 he w as cr eated fi rs t Baron

Pow erscou rt .

The dis tri c t of Pow erscou r t takes its name from the D e la
Poer family

,
w ho came in to poss es s ion of i t through a marriage

with a daughter O f S trongbow
,
and w ho i t i s b eli eved

,
buil t a

cas t le on the s i te now o ccupied by the presen t Pow erscou r t

Hous e . Tha t this la t t er hous e in corporates s ome of the an ci en t
s t ru cture would appear probable from the fac t tha t s ome of
the walls in the centra l portion are from eight to t en fee t thick .

According to the Down Survey, S i r Richard Wingfield w as

grant ed the lands of Pow erscou r t
,

five miles in l ength by fou r
miles in breadth

,
in the t erri tory of Fercu llen in the Coun ty



POWERSCOURT 107

o f Wicklow
,
by James the Fi rs t

,
sa id land being mos t ly

moun ta inous and s tony, and with a ruinous cas tle .

”

Pedes t rians des i rous O f as cending ei the r of the Suga r Lo af
M oun ta ins should take t he t rain to B ray

,
walk ing then ce to

Kilmacanogu e and back, a dis tance of s even miles fo r the
doub le j o urn ey .

The
’

dis tanc e from
'

the G .P.O . t o Kilmacanogue via the

S ca lp and Enniske rry i s 154} mile s .



CHAPTER X

RAT H F A RNH A M , WH ITECHUR
’

CH, KELLY ’

S

GLEN AND KILMASHOGUE MOUNTAIN

O reach Rathfarnham ,
we ei the r pro ceed there di re c t in

the t ram via Ha rold ’s Cross
,
o r take the Ra thmines t ram

as far as the top of the Rathga r road
,
walking then ce

a long Orwell Road to Orwell B ridge , and then tu rning t o the

right along the gras sy bank of the Dodder . Orwell B ridge
w as buil t about s ix ty years ago, r eplacing a wooden foo tbridge

108
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whi ch h ad done duty for a number of years
,
and had at l ength

become unsafe .

Prio r to the ere ct ion of Orwell B ridge, vehi cles h ad to

c ro s s by a ford
,
which i s s ti l l to be s e en abou t half w ay

between the bridge and the Dart ry Dye Works . There are

some large s tones in the river n ear this point
,
which appear

to be the rema in s of a l in e of s t epping— s tones . Orwell B ridge
w as formerly call ed “ Wa ldron ’s B ridge

,

” from the name of

a former proprie to r of the mills ad j o in ing .

The Dodder from Ra thfa rnham Bridge.

The port ion of the river between Orwell and Rathfarnham
Bridges i s ext remely pi cturesque ; a high wooded bank ris e s
above the northern s id e, crowned by modern res idences , while

adj oin ing the road i s the dens ely wood ed d emesne of Ra th
farnham Cas t l e . The entrance ga t e , i n the form of a Roman
tr iumpha l arch

,
w as erect ed in the early par t of la s t cen tu ry by

Charle s
,
Lord Ely

,
who

,
for his vo te and influ en ce in connect ion

with the Act of Union , re ce ived a s t ep in the pe erage and

in cash .

This qu ie t s pot w a s
,
i n 1841, the s cene of a crim e whi ch

ex ci t ed an ex t raordina ry degree of i n t ere s t i n Dubl in . On
the night of the a7 th Februa ry, an I ta l ia n named Domen i co
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Ga rlib a rdo
,
an o rga n-grinder

, w a s murdered
,
and h is body

th rown on the wa s t e ground i n front of Lord E ly’s ga te
,

w h ere ‘ it w a s found nex t morning by a poli c ema n . The inque s t
w a s o f a pro t ra c ted cha ra c t er

,
la s t ing no less tha n eigh t days

,

a nd r e s ult ed in a v erdi c t of wilful murder
,
a ccompan i ed by a

r id er a t ta ching s t rong suspicion to a t i nk er and h is wife from
Ra thfa rnham . Thes e two were i n due cour s e pla c ed on t ria l

,

b u t during the proceedings the evidence of the pri ncipa l wi t
n e s s (Pa t ri ck B ryan) brok e down on cross-examina t ion , and he
c ont rad i c t ed him s el f to such an ex tent tha t he w a s a rr es t ed
i n cou rt for perj u ry

,
and the pri s oners were con s equ en tly

a cqui t t ed . I t w a s und e rs tood , howev er , tha t the poli ce had
a no ther i nforma n t named Delahunt

,
who

,
for r ea s on s u nex

pla i n ed
,
w a s not p roduced a t ei ther the i nqu e s t or tria l bu t

no fu rther development s took pla c e
,
and the mys tery s eemed

a s fa r from solution a s ever
,
a l though publi c opinion s t rong l y

i nclined to the su spi ci on tha t Delahunt w as the gui l ty
pa r ty .

A few da y s b efore Chri s tma s of the s ame yea r
,
the Dubli n

folk were horrifi ed to hea r of a nother murder
,
tha t of a bov

named Magui re , who s e bod y, s t i ll wa rm ,
w a s found i n P em

brok e Lan e
,
a t r ea r of Pemb rok e Road . Abou t an hour a ft er

the body w a s d i s cov ered
,
Delahunt turned up a t the poli c e

headqua rters with the s tory tha t he h ad s een a murder com
mit t ed a t the spot , add ing incrimina t ing d eta i l s a s to the con
duc t of the vi c tim ’

s mother
,
bu t hi s s t range demea nou r and

s
‘

rifty a n swers ex ci ted the su spi cions of the pol i ce, and he w a s

d eta i n ed . I nquiri e s b eing s et on foot , a ma ss of damning
e vidence w a s s oon Ob ta i ned aga i ns t him , principa lly from his
ow n immedia t e rela t ives

,
and a fter a bri ef t ria l h e w a s found

g uil ty and ex ecu ted on the 5th Feb rua ry following .

B efore h is ex ecu tion he a ck nowledged having murdered
the boy, Magui re , bu t d eni ed the murder of Ga rlib ardo .

Ma ny of the publi c
,
how ever, cont inu ed to b el i eve tha t he

w a s gui l ty of both murders , and tha t the motiv e w a s the
hope of get ting a rewa rd from th e au thori t i es for evidence
l eading to a convi c t ion .
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o f thei r corn
,
whereun to the windmills are very li t tle us ed in

I reland
,
because they have the conveni ency

,
through the grea t

numbe r of brooks
,
to e rec t wa termills i n eve ry quar te r where

i t i s n e cessary : w hich b ring a great profi t to the owners
being kep t and ma in ta in ed with les s cos t and labou r .
Of thes e dangerous brooks there are two hard by Dubli n ,

both running in to the haven somewha t more than a mile
from the ci ty— the one a t nor th s id e thereo f

,
a l i t tle below

the vi llage Drumcondra
,
which is s ea ted upon the highway

from Dublin to Drogheda and the other a t the sou th s ide ,
c los e by the Rings-end . This

,
ca l led Ra th farnum wa te r

[the Dodder] , of the vil lage by which i t pas s eth two mile s
from the sea and the s ame dis tan ce from Dublin

,
i s far th e

wors t of the two
,
as taking i t s b eginn ing ou t o f thos e grea t

moun ta ins southwards from Dubl in
,
from when ce a fte r any

grea t ra in
,
su ch abundance of wa te r i s d es cend ing to i t tha t

the same
,
which a t o the r t imes i s of very li t t le dep th

,
groweth

thereby so deep
,
and exceeding violen t tha t many person s

have los t thei r l ives there in . Amongs t O thers M r . John
Usher

,
father t o S i r Wi l l iam Ushe r tha t now is

,
who w as

carried away by the curren t
,
nobody be ing able to su ccou r

him
,
a l though many persons

,
and of his n eares t fri ends

,
both

a -foo t and hors eback
,
were by on both the s ides ,

To go from Dublin to Ra th farnum,
one pas s e th this r ive r

upon a w ood en b ridge ; the w hich a l though i t be high and

s t rong
,
n evertheles s h a th s eve ra l t imes been qu it e broke

,

and carr ied away through the vio lence of sudden floods ;
a lthough a t o the r t imes

,
and when t ha t b rook do th only

car ry i ts o rdin ary wa te r
,
a child o f five years may eas i ly and

without danger wade
,

through i t and a tal l man on hors eback
r id ing und e rneath i t [the bridge] not being able to reach i t .
I n the great fl ood s the wat e r many t imes ri se th so high as that
i t cl o th no t only touch

,
but floweth qu i te over the bridge .

”

The s tat ement as to the d rowning of Si r Wi ll iam Usher ’ s
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father is in corre c t . Boate probab ly confus ed him wi th the elder
son and hei r of S i r Wi l liam Usher Arthu r Ushe r o f
Donnybrook

,
w ho w as drowned in the Dodder on the 2nd

M arch
,
1628 .

At a dis tan ce of l es s than half a mile from the Dodde r we
reach the vil lage of Rathfa rnham ,

a so r t of ou tpos t in fo rme r
t imes to menace the mounta in eers

,
bu t now a lmos t a su bu rban

v i l lage . At the t erminus of the t ram
'

l in e
, on the le ft , will b e

s een a lo f ty though ungra ceful en t rance to the demesn e , w hile
the bat tl emen ts of the ca s t le i ts el f may b e obs erved towering
high above the humble r s t ructures in the village s t ree t . Thi s
impos ing edifice w as buil t towards the c los e of the 16th c entu ry
by Archbishop Loftus

,
who h ad previous ly acquired the ad

j o in ing lands by gran t or purcha s e .

During the t roublous t ime of 1641, Rathfarnham Cas t l e
w as fi rs t u s ed for the pu rpos e fo r which i t w as primari ly
in t ended— namely

,
that o f in t erpos ing a s trong mili tary s ta t io n

between Dublin and the mounta ins , on the p rin c ipa l road
l eading southwards . One of the i n ciden ts of the mili ta ry
occupat ion tha t year w as an explos ion of gunpowder w hich
nearly kill ed one John Ogilby

,
a Scot chman

,
who w as M as te r o f

the Revels i n I reland
,
and h ad bui l t two theat res i n Dublin .

Eight years lat er
,
during the w ar between the Royal is ts and the

Pa rl iamen tarians
,
and a few days befo re the Ba t t le O f Ra th

mines
,
the Ca s t le w as s to rmed by the Royal i s ts

,
i n command

of the M arques s of Ormonde
,
who took all the ga rri son prisone rs

,

without los s o f li fe on ei the r s ide
,
from whi ch it would s eem tha t

the defence w as no t of a very resolu t e characte r .
At this pe riod the village w as the s cen e of so many ski rm ishe s

and encoun ters b e tween the Dublin s e t tle rs and the mounta i n
ce rs

,
tha t i t b ecame a very undes i rab le place of res idence and

fell in to a decayed condition .

Adj oin ing Ra thfarnham w as in former t imes a vi llage named
Bu t t erfield

,
o f which no ves t ige h as been le ft b eyond the n ame

,

which s t ill a t taches to the lane on the right
,
a t the sou thern

end of Ra thfa rnham . This village probably s tood in Bu t t erfield
11
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Lane
,
poss ibly ext ending a long the bank of the Owen Dugh er,

which at thi s poin t i s spanned by a bridge .

In 1692 , the Cas tl e of Rathfarnham pas s ed by marriage in to
the poss es s ion of the M arques s ofWhar ton

,
and in 17 23 i t w as

s old by his son to th e Right Hon . Wm . Conolly, Speake r o f
the I rish House of Commons . In 1767 i t w as purchas ed by
the 2nd Earl of Ely, and thus r everted to the poss es s ion of the
family that buil t i t . I n 1852 the Cas tl e w as bought by Lord
Chancello r Blackbu rne

,
in whos e family i t s t i ll r ema ins .

Pas s ing through Rathfarnham village
,
with M oun t Pel ie r

conspi cuous ly in view in fron t
,
w e pas s on the right Bu t t erfield

Lane
,
where Rober t Emme t res id ed for a t ime in 1803 .

Pres en tly we reach the new Ca tholi c church
,
where a tu rn to

the right leads to Wi l lbrook
,
now in a ra ther d ecayed condi tion

,

bu t gradua lly being replaced by new dwellings bui l t by the
rura l d is t ri c t counci l .
AtWi l lbrook we turn to the left a long theWhite church road

,

following fo r some dis tance the cours e of a small s t r eam which
forms a s e ries of pools whe re a few wa ry t rou t may at t imes b e
s een disporting themselves . On the left

,
at the cros s roads

,
and

j us t in s ide the grounds of Hermitage
,

” i s a monument
,

e rected by a former owner, M aj o r Doyne
,
to a hors e which

carri ed him through the Ba t tle o f Waterloo .

As Whit echurch i s approached
,
the view opens and the road

wind s cons id erably
,
following the cours e of the pret ty s t ream

which here flows b etween gen tly sloping banks d ivers ified by
tufts of furz e and whitethorn . To the left of the road near the
M oravian cemetery is a plantat ion of fine S co tch firs

,
which

,
i t

will be obs erved
,
are all in cl in ed toward s the eas t

,
owing to the

force of t he preva il ing wes t and sou th-wes t winds at this poin t .
The tal l spi re of a church pres en t ly appears in vi ew

,
and in a

short d is tance furthe r the s t ructure its elf will be s een on a gra s sy
knoll to the left

,
shelt ered by a grove of t re es and enclos ed in

pret ti ly p lant ed grounds .
From very early t imes a church s tood in this local i ty

,
and w as

variously designa ted as
“ Alba

,

” The Ch urch of Balgeeth ,
”
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mountains ide i s ap t to be swampy, and i t will b e be t t er to keep
to the road, even though the dis tance may be somewha t longer .
Here overshadowed by the larches

,
the road becomes highly

pi c tu resque , bordered by a s elvage of gras s on ei the r s ide
,
and

wi th a rocky trac t on the left through which a murmuring
rivule t threads i ts cou rs e .

After pas s ing the larch planta t ion
,
the road as c ends verv

O n K ilm ashogu e M oun ta in .

s teeply
,
and i n cons equence of sweeping to the eas twa rd the

vi ew of the Dublin pla i n i s cut Off by the upper pa rt of the
mounta in . Almos t d i rec tly in fron t i s the Two-Rock M oun ta in

,

the summit of which is mark ed by the poin t ed carn known as

Fa i ry Ca s t le
,

”
and to the left

,
but a t a lower elevat ion

,
the

familiar forms of the Three Rocks will b e obs erved . The road
here becomes l i t t l e more than a bridle t rack along the s id e of

the mounta in
,
and a lmos t a t it s highes t poin t is clos ed by a

wooden gateway
,
which

,
howeve r

,
pres en ts no Obs ta cle t o the

Ded es t rian . A short dis tance beyond this poin t i s a lane known
as Kelly ’s Lan e

,

” l eading down to a smal l s lated hous e almos t
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a t the bot tom of the valley
,
and at the oppos i te bank of the

s t ream bes ide the bridge
,
is a chalybea te sp a tha t enj oyed a

cons iderable share of populari ty among the Dublin fo lk about
one hundred and fifty years ago . I t wil l eas i ly be iden t ified by
the reddish-yellow depos i t wi th which i t i s surrounded . All
this val l ey between Kilmashogu e and Tibradden i s ca l led
Kelly’s G len

,
and the precip i tou s l it t le go rge through which

the s t ream runs a t the bo t tom ,
w as suppos ed by Gab rie l

B eranger to have been caused by an ea rthqu ake , to which
agency he a lso a t t ribu ted the displacemen t of the top s tone o f
M oun t Venus cromlech . The s t ream is s panned by tw o b ridges ,
e rec ted by a proprie to r named Ca ldbeck abou t the midd le o f
the las t cen tury

,
one bea ring the ins c rip t ion De la Sophannie,

and the o the r A suo re amabil e — said to have been
i n tended as memoria ls to his deceas ed s is t e r .
The sp a here came in to vogue abou t 1750 , immediate ly afte r

the declin e of Templeogue Sp a at Sp aw ell House
,
but i ts

d i s tan ce from town and the height a t which i t s tood
,
greatly

mil i tat ed aga ins t i t s popula ri ty . Dr . Rutty in his Na tura l

His tory Of the County ofDubl in (17 57 ) h as the following in teres t
ing no t i ce of i t This spring w as fi rs t taken no ti c e of abou t
the year b eing in my opin ion superio r to that o fTemple
ogue

,
even when this las t w as in i t s u tmos t pe rfe ct ion

,
though

no t so easy of a cces s . I t i s a p erenn ial spring
,
about n in e

in ches deep
,
and abou t twelve in ches ove r

,
s i tua te in a sma ll

glyn on Kilmashoge Hill, a mile sou th from Kilmashoge,

and five miles from Dublin
,
and cons equently

,
Templeogue

spring now fa i ling
,
is the n eares t of any t o the ci ty, and no t

unworthy the no tice of ou r ci t iz ens
,
who though probably

by the badnes s of the road they may be de te rred from go ing
to the fountain

,
may be da ily s uppli ed wi th this w a te r con

veyed to them ea rly in the morn ing in bo ttles well co rked
,

and so i t des e rves a cover from the ra in .

Dr . Rut ty himself took this wa ter fo r three s easons
,
and

gives a detai led accoun t o f the benefic ial effec ts he expe ri en ced
from i t . For some years i t w as brought to the ci ty d ailv and
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the hous e adj oin ing the sp a i s sa id to have been original ly
buil t to accommoda te vi s i tors d es i rous of s taying there to take
the wate r .

Retra c ing ou r s t eps to the head of Kelly’s Lane
,
we leave

the gras s — grown track and a s cend the wild mounta ins ide
,

making ou r w ay as bes t we can through the furze and hea ther ,
perhaps s tartling an o ccas iona l grous e

,
and poss ibly equally

s tar t led ou rs elves by the loud whirr with which i t r is e s from
i ts hiding place . After; a fai rly easy climb of a few hundred
fee t we reach the summi t

,
fee t high— the n eares t of the

mounta in summits to the ci ty
,
from the cent r e of whi ch i t i s

,

i n a s t ra ight lin e
,
j u s t six miles di s tan t .

Kilmashogu e M oun ta in pos s es s es no very s triking feature
,

i t s outlin e is rounded
,
and i t h as no carn or o ther mark to

indi cat e the exac t summit as i n the cas es of s ome of the higher
moun ta in s around . Having vi ewed the extens ive prospec t
from the top

,
the d es c en t should b e made d own the sou th

eas te rn s ide
,
so as to vi s i t the ruin ed remains of Caldbeck

’
s

Cas t le— a mos t unpi c tu resqu e s t ru cture
,
which

,
a lthough cal led

a cas tle
,
w as eviden tly nothing more than an ordinary dwell ing

hous e . I t i s sa id tha t i t
,
l ike the hous e lower down the va ll ey

,

w as bui l t to accommodate vi s i tors t o the sp a . The ruin l ies
a lmos t exac tly in a l in e from the top of Kilmashogu e to the top
of the Two-Rock M oun tai n . Wha t rema ins of the building
shows tha t i t h ad a number of cramped and curiously ar ranged
apar tmen ts s uch as might be expe cted in a lodginghouse or

hotel of l im i ted dimens ions . I t i s now enclos ed by a loos e
s tone wal l and s tands in a s l ight holl ow on the mountain

,

poss ibly made for i t s re cep tion .

Some forty years ago there s tood on the northern S lope of

Kilmashogu e, a diminutive church ruin wi th li t tle of the wall s
s tanding

,
bu t recen t search fa i l ed to dis cover any t race of i t

,

and probably i t h as long s in ce e i ther fal l en down or been
d i sman tled for bui lding purposes . In all likelihood i t w as the
original Kil —mashogu e (the Church of Sa in t M osh at g or

Nl ashoge) .
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CHAPTER XI

A DAY ON MOUNT PELIER

HERE are few places more at tract ive fo r a ramble on

a summer ’s day than the green , rounded hil l of M oun t
Peli er

,
with the ruined shoot ing lodge on its s ummit ,

it s ext ens ive views over land and sea
,
and the various r es idences

in i ts immediat e n eighbourhood
,
which in former times were

a s so cia t ed wi th personages of s ocia l and his tori c importance .

We s tar t by taking the s t eam tram as far as Ta llaght
,
tu rning

t o the left by the Oldbawn road at the end of the village, then
cros s ing in su cces s ion Oldbawn Bridge and the Bohernab reena
road

,
and con tinuing s t raight ahead in to Oldcour t lane .

Immed iately on the l eft i s Al l en ton
,
an Old -fashioned hous e of

the 18 th c entu ry wi th high-p it ched gabl es
,
deriving it s name

from Sir Timothy Al len
,
Lord M ayor of Dublin i n 1762 , who

made i t h is r es idence
,
and whos e monumen t may b e s e en in

Tallaght church . At the r ear are the r ema i ns of an anci en t
bui lding

,
con sis t ing of a narrow square tower

,
whi ch looks like

a belfry
,
and on the Oppos i t e s ide of the road are the ivi ed ruins

o f a mas s ive entran ce gat e
,
appar en tly of very anci en t dat e .

Following the devious cours e of this pret ty coun try lane
,
in

about three-quar t ers of a mile we rea ch a disus ed avenue on the
right

,
oppos i te to whi ch i s the en tran ce to Oldcourt , a very

an ci en t farm res iden ce
,
with remains of an old garden , now

overgrown and wild
,

and an extens ive quadrangle of out
ofli ces s erved by a wa te r condui t taken from the ad j o in ing
s t ream . This hous e

,
whi ch is ment ion ed i n numerous in

q u isitions and grants for hundred s of years pas t, bears evidence
of numerous a l t erat ions a t d iffer en t periods

,
but being un

t enan ted
,
i s gradually fal ling into decay.

‘

120
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We now en ter the old avenue oppos i t e, leading up to a

building popularly known as The Long Hous e ,
” originally

called Dollymoun t
,

”
and a t a subs equen t period M oun t

Peli er House — a name whi ch h as caus ed i t to be confounded
wi th the ruin on top of the hill . The original heavy gat e pil lars
and s tone wa lls along the avenue s ti ll r ema in

,
as a lso a couple

o f s til es cons t ruct ed fo r the us e of foo t pas s engers when the
approa ch w as clos ed during the abs ence of th e propri etors .
The hous e is tw o s to r eys high in fron t , wi th six windows on
each s ide

,
and over the hal l-door a re the a rms of the Ely

M ount Pe lier Hou se.

family
,
surmounted by a co rone t . The rooms h ad marble

chimney-pieces and s tu cco ed cei l ings
,
some port ions of which

ye t rema i n ; and the windows commanded a b eauti fu l vi ew of

the County Dublin
,
the ci ty and b ay, with Howth , I reland

’s
Eye and Lamb ay. On each s ide of the hous e w as a l arge
a rched ga teway

,
from which extended a long wing of ou t

Offi ces
,
s e rvan ts ’ apar tmen t s

,
s tables

,
&c .

,
t ermina t ing a t

each end in a s quare three- s to ri ed tower wi th emba t tled
t op and po in ted windows . Over the d oor of the left hand
tower w as

,
formerly

,
the dat e 1763 , in s c ribed on the key

s tone of the a rch- probably the d a te of e rec t ion o r com

mencement .

This es tablishmen t w as buil t as a h un ting res idence by Hen ry
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Loftus
,
Earl of Ely, the CountLoftonzo figuring so prominently

in B a ra ta r iana
,
whos e wife

,
Fran ces M unroe

,
w as aun t of th e

celebrated beau ty, Dolly M on roe , aft er whom the place w as

ca ll ed Dollymount .” I t w as originally s urround ed and

sheltered by a fin e planta t ion of t rees
,
s ome of whi ch

,
mos tly

ches tnuts
,
may s t i ll b e s e en to the left on approaching th e

build ing
,
and on the s lop e of the hill above i t w as a Splendid

wood of fi rs and lar ches
,
as d en s e as a t rop i cal for est

,
not a

t rac e of which now rema i ns
,
the trees having been cut down

and sold by a t enant who occupied the place afte r i t h ad b een
abandoned as a res idence by the owners .
Half a mile to the no rth-eas t i s Orlagh College , formerly

Foo tmou n t
,
now owned by the August in ian Fa thers

,
and eas ily

id en t ified by i t s sp ire p eeping above the surrounding wood s .
This hous e w a s buil t about 1790 by M r .

‘ Lundy Foo t
,
th e

celebrat ed snuff manufac turer
,
of Wes tmo reland St ree t and

Ess ex S treet
,
who subs equen tly al t er ed the name to Orlagh .

He w as an a ct ive m agis t ra t e
,
and as su ch w as i ns t rumental i n

bringing to j us t i c e the three Kearn eys
,
who were hanged a t

Boh ernab reena in 18 16 for the murder of the gamekeeper of

Fria rs town . He w as aft erwards fi red a t
,
re ce iv ing d esperate

inj uries
,
from which

,
however

,
he recovered

,
and u l t imat elv

w as murd ered in 18 35 on h is es ta t e a t Rosbercon , i n the County
Kilkenny

,
i t w as suppos ed by some rela t ives of the Kearneys

,

a l though this w as only s u rmis e
,
as the murderers were n ever

d is covered . His rema ins were some yea rs aft erwards removed
to S t . M a tthew ’s Church

,
I rishtown

,
where a tombs tone records

the manner of his dea th .

This Lundy Foot cons t ruc ted the road from Ballycull en
Hous e to the entran ce ga t e of Orlagh , and planted the fin e
w ood s a round the hous e

,
as well as the t rees on the roads

ad j oin ing i t . After he wen t to the Coun ty Kilkenny
,
Orlagh w as

taken by Carew O ’Dw yer , a prominent ci t i zen and so cial figure
in his d ay, who buil t a la rge b anq u et t ing hal l in the hous e , and
enter ta i n ed wi th la vi sh ho spi ta l i ty .

8
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o f very rough and i rregular materials
,
i ll ca lcu lat ed to remai n

l ong in good repai r . The building conta in ed tw o large apar t
ments and a hall on the upper floor

,
undernea th which w as the

ki t chen
,
where the j ambs of the great fire-place may s til l be

s een
,
a s ervan ts ’ hall

,
and a smal l room at each end und er a

l ean - to roof . The h alldoor w as reached by a lofty fl ight of
s teps

,
wh i ch wi th mos t of the other cu t s tone work

,
w as taken

away and used in the building of M oun t Peli er Hous e lower
d own the hill . In fron t w as a s em i— ci rcular cour tya rd

,
enclosed

by a l ow s tone wal l and en tered by a ga te .

Shortly after the hous e w as buil t
,
the s la ted roof w as blown

off one n ight in a t remendous s torm— by the agen cy of the
d evi l i t w as popularly bel i eved

,
on a c count of the sacri legious

c ond uc t of the build e r in des ec ra t ing the old ca rn . But Squi re
Conolly w as not a man to b e ea sily b ea t en

,
and so he set to

w ork and bui l t a mas s ive a rched roof of s tones k ey ed together
as in a bridge

,
and of s uch impregn able s tr ength tha t i t has

effec tually wi ths tood the effor ts of wind or devil — whicheve r
i t w as— from that day to this . This roof i s perhaps the bes t
buil t portion of the whole s tructure

,
cons i s t ing of fla t s tones

set edgewis e and the i rregulari t i e s then fi ll ed in with gravel
and morta r unt i l brought to a uni form surface .
Wi th r egard to one o f the names whi ch s eems to have taken

the fancy of the publi c
,
i t i s t o be obs e rved that whil e the

Hell F ire Club may have held some of i t s meetings in this
h ous e

,
i t i s tol erably cer ta in tha t i t w as never one of the regular

m ee ting — places of that mys t erious and i n iqui tous body
,
the

ord inary rendezvous of which w as the Eagle Tave rn
,
on Cork

Hil l .
The windows all fa ce the nor th

,
evidently for the sake of the

v i ew
,
which mus t have b een one of the chie f a t tra ct ions i n

s elect ing s uch a s i t e . S tanding in fron t of the building and

l ooking eas tward
,
one s ees in s u c ces s ion Kilmashogu e, the

T hree Rock and Tw o Rock M ounta ins , Tib radden ,
the d ense

w ood s of Glendoo ,
and then Cru agh and Killak ee M oun ta ins

d u e s ou th lies Kip p u re, with the infan t tributa rie s of th e
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Dodder in deeply-sunk furrows by which they can b e t ra ced
to thei r r espe ct ive sources ; and t rending away in a sou th erlv

dir ec t ion a cros s the hea ther-brown s lopes of Kil lak ee i s the
grea t M il i tary road

,
l ik e a whi te r ibbon flung acros s thes e des ert

sol i tudes— the so le mark of man ’s domin ion in that wi ld region .

Wes twa rd is Knockannavea o r Ta llaght Hill
,
b eyond whi ch

may be dis cern ed wi th a glas s
,
the Bog of Al l en and the ser

rat ed ruin of Ca rbury cas t l e s tanding ou t boldly on the horizon .

Fa r the r off may be s een the double-topped Croghan Hill i n
Wes tmea th

,
with a number of lower eleva t ions in i t s n eighbour

hood, whil e in the same d i re ct ion , but much close r at hand , is
the pi cturesqu ely

‘

wooded hi ll of Oughterard . North- ea s t li e s
Howth wi th i t s bright fields and pret ty vill as

,
set i n the sapphi re

wa ters of the b ay, t o the left is the greyi sh b lur of smoke marking
the pos i t ion of the ci ty

,
and then in su cces s ion a long the coas t ,

are Kings town Harbour and the hills of Dalkey and Kill iney .

There can b e l i t tl e doubt that this hill pos s es s ed an I ris h
name

,
l ik e the othe r hi ll s around i t

,
and i t is highly probable tha t

thi s name w as known to the I ri sh- speaking race who were to b e
found in Glennasmole down to the early par t of the las t cen tury ,
bu t all t ra ce of i t h as now

,
unfortuna tely

,
been los t among the

count ry folk in the neighbourhood
,
to whom i t i s un ive rsa lly

known as M oun t Pelia . The modern name origina ted wi th
the hous e on i t s summit

,
which w as cal led M oun t Pel i e r by

the builder .

The d es cen t may be made ei the r dire c tly down to the ro ad
nea r Kil lak ee Hous e

, or through the s t eep l i t t le defi l e a t the back
of the hi ll

,
keeping to the le ft through the wood

,
and r eaching

the M i l i tary road bes ide the old res ervoi r . Turning home
ward we pas s the wood s o f Killakee House

,
and i f d es i red

,
can

take the privat e road through the d emesne to Ro ckbrook . I f
,

however
,
the road is adhered to

,
we pres en t ly pas s on our left

,

the extens ive s tables of Killakee Hous e
,
abou t a mile b eyond

which i s the l ofty ga t eway lea ding to the ru i n s of Moun t
Venu s

,
a roomy Old country h ou s e w hi ch s tood on the summi t

of a pret ti ly wooded round hill enclo s ed by splendid tree s .
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A short d i s tan ce from this hous e
,
and adj o in ing the by-road

leading to Rockbrook
,
i s M oun t Venus cromlech

,
s tanding

w i thin a wa l led en clos ure
,
and n early concealed by a grove of

t rees . The table s tone has s lipped from its original pos i t ion
,

a nd only tw o
'

of the suppor ting s tones n ow rema in upright .
A s s tat ed in another chapte r

,
the displacemen t of this top s ton e

w as a t t ri buted by Gabriel B eranger to an ear thquake
,
which he

a lso considered respons ible for the format ion of the precip i tous
l i t tl e gorge at Kell y’s G l en .

A li t tl e lower ‘down the road
,
ins ide the dashed wall so

l ib eral ly ins cri bed wi th the names of excurs ion is ts
,
ISWoodtown

,

now a s chool
,
buil t by George Gri e rson

,
King ’s print er in the

18 th century
,
who rece ived compensat ion fo r the loss

o f his offi ce a t the Union . Wi th portion of the money he set
u p a wond erful farming es tablishmen t here

,
wh ere he rai s ed

prize ca t tle and crops tha t brought him grea t r enown a t the
agri cul tura l shows

,
but m ad e s uch inroads on his capi ta l tha t

,

wi th the aid o f a few s imilar enterpri s es
,
he soon su cceeded in

d is s ipat ing the whole of i t , and died cons iderably in debt .
Resuming ou r j ou rn ey

,
we next pas s the Ra thmines auxiliary

r eservoi r
,
and cros s ing B illy’s B ridge

,
we j oin the Rockbrook

road
,
pas s ing in succes s ion through the hamlets of Ba llybod en

and Wi llbrook before reaching Rathfarnham
,
from which the

t ram can b e taken to town .

For thos e d es i rous of a somewha t longer wa lk than that via
Ta l laght

,
i t will be an agreeable a l t e rnat ive to s tart ins tead

from Ra thfarnham
,
proceeding thence by Bu t t erfield lane and

the Boh ernab reena road to Old bawn , whence the route a lre ady
d es cribed should be followed .

I f Ta llaght i s made the s tar ting poin t
,
and the re turn mad e

by Ra thfarnham
,
the tota l d is tance to be wa lked i s 7% miles ,

while i f bo th s ta rt and finish are made a t Ra thfarnham the
d i s tance would be 105; miles .
The route des cribed in this chapte r for a s cend ing M oun t

Pelie r h as been s el ected fo r the purpos e of s eeing Old co urt
,

l\Ioun tp elier House and Orlagh ,
but the eas ies t and mos t
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CHAPTER XII

HAROLD S GRANGE, THE THREE ROCK, TWO

ROCK AND TIBRADDEN MOUNTAINS

ATHFARNHAM h as been s ele c ted as the s tar t ing poin t
fo r this excu rs ion on accoun t of the fa ci l i ty wi th which
i t can be reached by tram from nearly all par ts of th e

ci ty and suburbs
,
but Dundrum is a more d i re ct route

,
and

,

for thos e r es id ing near the rai lway
,
will be found more con

venient . Those who make Dundrum thei r s tar ting poin t
should walk then ce to Tikno ck cros s - road s

,
from which they

should follow the route d es cribed further on in this chapte r .

Having rea ched Ra thfarnham
,
we turn to the le ft a t the end

of the village s tree t
,
pas s ing in succes s ion the n ew Catholi c

church and the d i lapidated lo cal i ty known as
“ The Ponds

,

”

where a large square- framed ga t eway s tood until las t yea r ,
bea ring the ins cript ion Nutgrove S choo l

,
Es tablished

and l ead ing in to a pre t ty avenue shad ed by a row of t all t rees .
The schoolhous e w as in former times the dower hous e of Ra th
farnham Ca s tle

,
and i ts ground s are now utili s ed as a fl ower

farm . In the Old playground is a t ree
,
on the trunk Of which

ar e carved the names and in i t ia ls of many of the former s cholars .
The road t urn ing to the right at the Ponds

,
pas s es the ex

tens ive buildings of the Lore to Conven t
,
the cent ral port ion

of which w as a res id en ce of M r . G ri erson
,
King’s p rin ter a t

the time of the Union . Nearly Oppos i te is the row of dwell ings .
called S t . Pa t ri ck ’s Co t tages

,
re cen tly erect ed by the d is t ri c t

council
,
and forming wi th the n ew terrace behind them on the

Whi te church road
,
a cons ide rable addi tion to the o ld village

o fWi l lb rook . Beyond this poin t the road is en clos ed b etween
wa lls

,
and pres en tly as cends pas t the ground s of Hermi tage

128
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to a fan ta s t i c embat tled s t ru c ture known as The For t ifica
t ion

,
which

,
owing to i ts man tle o f ivy

,
h as a cqui red an

appearance of age beyond it s years . I t probably dat es from
about the middle of the 18 th cen tury

,
as during tha t period

i t w as the fashion for the weal thy gen try to have in thei r grounds
some form of ru in

,
cromle ch or o ther fabrica t ed an t iqui ty .

On the oppos i te si le of the road , and enclos ed by woods , i s
The Priory

,

”
for some years the res iden ce of John Philpo t

Curran .

Beyond The For t ifica t ion occas iona l gl impses o f the Bay
are ob ta in ed through the t rees on the le ft ; a long s t re t ch o f

road then follows
,
enclos ed by walls

,
until aft er pas s ing the

entrance to the cours e where the Rathfarnham races were
formerly held

,
the road sw eeps to the r ight

,
affording the fi rs t

view of the Open coun try
,
and of the Two Rock and Three

Rock M oun ta ins from thei r bas es to thei r s ummi ts .

We next rea ch the lo ca l i ty known as Harold ’s G range
,

deriving i ts n ame from a grange or fa rm house
,
probably

fo rtified
,
of the Harold s

,
a powerful Anglo-Norman s ep t who

were terr i to rial p roprie tors in this n eighbourhood for hundreds
of yea rs

,
and whos e domin ion i s a lso commemorated in the

mo re familiar d es igna t ion of Harold ’s Cros s .

On the banks of the s t ream
,
a l i t tl e b eyond the cros s — roads

,

and almos t conceal ed by lo fty t rees
,
is the ruin of a smal l squa re

turre t o r wat ch — tower
,
which

,
probably belonged to the

o riginal grange
,
and w as connect ed with i t by a b ridge acros s

the s tream . I t i s en tered by a poin t ed a rched door
,
the cut

k eys tone over which appears to be mo re recen t than the r es t
of the s tru ctu re . On the oppos i t e bank

,
ves tiges of an anci en t

building may be d is t inguished in the masonry of some co t tages
and outhous es , which would poin t to the probabil i ty tha t th ev
have been inco rpora t ed wi th the rema i ns o f the ances t ra l home
of the Ha rolds .
At this po in t we tu rn to the left a long a road w hich gradua lly

a s cend s fo r abou t thre e—quart ers of a mile to Tiknock cross
roads

,
from which on a clear d ay, an extensive Vi ew is Obta in ed
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to the north and eas t . We here turn to the right a long the
Tiknock road

,
wi th hea the r and gors e-clad heights on ei the r

si de . A few hundred ya rds fur ther on , a cot tage will be s e en
i n the fields to the right

,
b ehind ‘ w h ich i s the once famous

Grumley
’

s Well
,
where a pat ron w as formerly held

,
and where

even now an o ccas iona l p ilgrim comes to p ay his devot ions
I n fron t of the well are tw o willow trees

,
and over i t a s tun ted

thorn bush
,
w i th a few rags t i ed to i ts branches in accordan ce

View on the Th ree Rock M oun ta in near Bal lyedmondu lf .

(1905 )

wi th the time — honoured pra c ti ce . In the covering s ton ework
i s a reces s

,
which probably a t one t ime held the ped im en t of a

cros s
,
whil e in fron t are engraved two chal i ces , and on top a

r ude repres en ta tion of a cros s wi th the let ters I .H . S . A
remarkable head of wa ter o riginat es at thi s well which forms
the source of a pret ty s tream flowing through the field s and

cros s ing the road from Harold ’s Grange .

As we continue our j ourney
,
the vi ew extend s eas twa rd , and

we pres en tly o btain a vi ew of Kings town and i ts harbour, afte r
which we cros s a spur of the Three Rock M ounta i n by a s t eep
as c en t, where the road i s very rough and loos e in cons eq uen ce of
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the rough cubi cal mas s es thus fo rmed have res i s t ed the act ion
of the w eather more completely than the o thers . In this w ay

are l eft thos e great table-like m as s es
,
having thei r edges

moulded along the horizon tal j o in ts .

”

A much more fanciful des crip t io n is that of Gabri el B eranger
,

w ho w ro te abou t 17 80 This moun tai n has on its summi t
three huge heaps of rock

,
piled one on ano ther

,
and s e en a t

s ome mil es dis tanc e
,
from which the mounta in takes i ts name .

I take them to b e a l tars on w hich sa crifices were offered .

The pla te [a sket ch made by Beranger of the group of rocks
vis ibl e from Dublin] repres en ts one of the mos t en ti re ; i t
ris es about 18 fe e t above the ground

,
and i s a cces s ible by

an easy as c en t . I t h as s everal bas in s cut in the rock on i t s
top

,
of the s ize of the ins id e of a man ’s h a t ; but on e more

remarkable than the res t
,
b eing of an oval form

,
and meas ures

2 fee t 6 in ches in length by 2 fee t b road
,
the dep th in the

cent re
, 9 in ches . Another of thes e , bu t les s en t ire , i s at s ome

dis tance . I have copied every s tone as they are fixed
,
and the

regula ri ty w hi ch i s Obs erved in pil ing them convin ces me
that they are the w ork of man

,
as they could no t grow in tha t

po si t ion . The sea is s e en
,
though more than 6 miles off .

The extens ive summit of this moun ta in
,
the par ched ground

and it s s oli tude
,
make i t the mos t awful spo t I h ad ever s een .

Beranger probably cons idered that the b as ins
,

”
of which

he took s uch p arti cular no ti ce
,
were in t ended for the reception

o f the blood from the vi c tims sacrified .

S i r Wi lliam and Lady Wi ld e , i n th ei r M emoir of B eranger

(p .
notwi ths tand ing the fa c t tha t they h ad the adva n tage

of Du Noyer’ s opinion
,
s t rangely enough , a s s en t to B era nger

’ s
p repo s t erou s s urmi s e a s to th e huma n origin of the s e pi l e s o f
rock s

,
and d e s crib e them in an i n troduc tory reference to the

foregoing a ccount a s a Druid monument on the Three-rock
Mounta i n .

”

I t will b e Ob s erved tha t B eranger h a s not a word to say i n
rega rd to the beauty of the pro spec t from the top , hav i ng
a ppa ren tly been impre s s ed only by feelings of aw e for hi s su r
round i ngs . Thi s a t ti tude is qui te u s ua l wi th old w ri ter s , by
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whom mounta in s w ere
.

usually rega rd ed as obj e cts o f horro r,
while in stil l earlie r t imes the inhabi tants of the plain s so

peopled them with fabulous mons ters and malevolen t sp i ri t s ,
tha t they were regarded as ext remely undes irable places o f
r e sor t . -It i s on ly in qui t e re cen t times tha t a percept ion o f
thei r beauty or grandeu r h as b een evo lved .

These ro cks have b een worn by the ac t ion of the wea ther i n to
so many nooks and cranni es tha t i t i s pos s ibl e to find shelte r

Summit of the Th ree Rock Mountain.

(1905)

from the wind
,
no ma t t er from what poin t i t blow s

,
and

numerous ini t ials and o ther in s crip t ions
,
contribu ted from time

to t ime by vis i to rs
,
appea r all over the more acces s i bl e port ions .

The view from this commanding he ight
,

fee t ove r sea
l evel

,
extends over a vas t t rac t o f mounta in

,
sea

,
and plain .

compris ing
,
to the no rth

,
the blue w a te rs o f Dubl in Bay, wi th

Clon tarf and Howth , t he N aul o r M an - oi-VVar hills
,
and the

M ou rne M ounta in s eas tward
,
Kings tow n

,
Da lk ey

,
and

Kill in ey, and then in succes s ion the fert i le val e of Shanganagh ,

Carrickgollogan, the S calp , Bray Head , the Sugar Loaves , and

the s10pes of Prince Wi ll iam ’s S ea t . In clea r weathe r Holyhead
and theWelsh moun tains may frequently be dis ce rned, Snow don
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and the Llanberis Pas s being usual ly the mos t consp icuous
,

but occas iona lly the elongat ed outl ine of Cader Idris may b e
observed some dis tance to the right .

9

From the Three Rocks a long and easy s lope of abou t a mile
conducts us to the top of the Two Rock M oun tain

,
fee t

h igh
,
the rocks from whi ch the mounta in d erives i ts name ,

lying abou t hal f a mile to th e south-ea s t
,
at an eleva t ion o f

fee t
,
and cons equen tly no t b eing vis ible from the Dubl in

s i de . On the summit i s a carn
‘

of loos e s tones
,
ca lled Fa i ry

Ca s t le on the Ordnan ce Survey maps
,
which a s sumes

va rying shapes from year to year ac cording to the vagari es of

the summer excu rs ion is ts who find thei r w ay up here . The
view

,
al though more ex tended towards the wes t and sou th

wes t
,
i s
,
On the whole

,
les s p leas ing and var ied than tha t from

th e Three Rocks .
The walk from here to Tib radd en along the ridge b etween

the two mountain s should no t be a tt empted excep t in
thoroughly dry weather

,
as the ground is in clin ed to be swampy

,

and a fter ra in i s o ft en impas sable . I f i t b e decided to vi s i t
Tibradden

,
keep a long a mearing running wes tward from the

summi t of the Two Rock M ounta in for a considerable d is tance ,
and when i t ends

,
bear to the right towa rds a plan tat ion of fi rs

and lar ches and from this
,
take a s tra ight cou rse through what

wi ll be found to be a very rough and diffi cu l t n i ece of count ry
,

to the t op of Tibradden
,
now immed iately in fron t . The

ground to be t ravers ed immed ia tely before reaching the rocks
on the summit i s very boggy

,
and in a poo l which fo rms here in

wet wea the r sma ll l iza rds or n ewts are o ccas ionally to be s een .

The na rrow d efi l e of Glendoo appears from this poin t d arke r
than i t real ly is

,
deeply shadowed by it s woods , with the brown

l p es of Cru agh M oun tain ris ing on the oppos i te s i de, while to
the left will b e s een the open va ll ey of G l en cull en and the road
extending away over the hill beyond Gl en cullen Bridge .

On the sou thern s ide of on e of the ro cks on top of Tibradden

i s a rude carving of a cros s and a human face
,
which, j udging

roughly by the growth of moss upon i t , would appear to be at
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part s nea r ly a s b ad
,
so that any person coming he re would do

well to be provided with a s tout s t i ck
,
and to pro ceed ve ry

caut iou s ly .

Should the Three Rock M ounta in only be as cend ed
,
the

return journey might with advantage b e mad e down the eas t ern
slope

,
t oward s the s t raggling vi llage of Barnacu llia , s i tuat ed

about half w ay up the mounta in , from which point e i ther
Dund rum or Rathfarnham can read i ly be rea ched .

The tota l d is tance to be wa lked i n thi s excurs ion — viz .

,
from

Rathfarnham t o the Three Rock M ounta in
,
Two Rock M oun

t a in
,
Tib radd en and back t o Rathfarnham is 12 miles ; i f

Tib radd en i s omitt ed and the d es cent mad e from the Two Rock
M ount ai n t o Tiknock and back t o Rathfarnh am , the dis tance
would be 10 miles

,
while the excurs ion to and from the Three

Rock M ounta in only
,
w ould enta i l a j ourney of 9 miles . These

d is tances will vary accord ing to the d i re ctnes s o f the t racks
taken

,
and on this account must be regarded as only

approximat e .

Persons s tart ing from Dund rum should take the turn t o the
right at the end of the vi llage and keep s t ra ight ahead unti l
Tikno ck cros s -roads are reached

,
following thence the route

d escribed .

The M emoir of Gabriel Beranger
,
by Si r Wi ll iam Wi ld e

,
i s

published in the 7 ourna l of the Roya l Society of Antigua r ier

of Irela nd for 18 76
— 8 .



CHAPTER XIII

CRUAGH
,
KILLAKEE AND GLENDOO MOUNTAINS

HE three mounta in s whose names fo rm the t i tl e of this
chapter would b e more corr ec tly d es c ribed as three
elevat ionsin the des er t pla t eau lying between the va ll eys

of Glendoo and Glennasmole
,
and wholly compris ed within the

limi t s of the ancien t M anor of Cru agh . Thes e poi nt s
,
a l though

marked as moun ta in summi ts on the Ordnance Su rvey maps
,

are of so i nde termina te a charac ter
,
and differ s o l i t t le in

al t i tude from thei r immedia t e su rroundings as to be a lmos t
in capable of ident ifica t ion

,
except by careful o bs erva t ion with

an aneroid and compas s . I t i s
,
perhaps

,
owing to this abs e nce

of s t riking fea tu res
,
that the t ra c t in qu es tion h as n ever b een

a favourit e one for mounta in climbers
,
and i t mus t b e con

fes s ed tha t exc ept in the fines t and d ri es t of weather
,
i t i s no t

an at t ract ive one for the excu rs ion is t . From the ea rli es t t imes
a spars ely inhabi t ed d i s t ri c t

,
i t pos s es s es

,
wi th the except ion of

the M oun t Venus cromle ch and the ancien t church of Cru agh ,
but few Obj ect s o f his to ri c o r antiquarian in teres t . The
northern confin es of thi s wi ld region a re well marked by a fine
bel t of wood

,
ext ending from the M i li tary road on the wes t to

the summit of the Glendoo vall ey on the eas t
,
and by a moun

ta in road cons t ruc ted a t so grea t an eleva t ion above the plai n
as to afford a s eemingly illimitable prospec t ove r land and sea .

There are few his to ri c events o f in t eres t re co rded in con
nect ion with this lo ca li ty

,
and the earli es t men tion we find of

i t i s i n 1184, when Prin ce John (son of Hen ry I I . ) granted
Creevagh o r Cru agh with i ts churches to the S ee of Dublin , a
gift which w as success ively confi rmed by Edward I I I . i n 13 3 7 ,

and by Richa rd I I . during his Vi s i t to Dublin in 1395. Nothing
l 3 7
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fu rthe r o f in teres t appea rs unt i l the year 1620
,
when Peter

Tal bot d emised to Pat ri ck Travers the towns
,
vi l lages

,
and

hamlets o f Cru aghnaclough and New t ow n
,
in the parish of

Cru agh in Harold’s Count ry
,

”
w i th all hous es

,
land s

,
commons

,

turbary
,
and pa s tu rage on the moors

,
mounta ins

,
and bogs o f

Cru agh and Tib radd en . All thi s n eighbou rhood w as
,
a t tha t

time
,
known as

“ the Haro lds ’ Country from the powerfu l
clan of tha t name

,
who

,
for centuri es

,
domina ted the dis tri c t

Winter Scene on Cru agh M ounta in.

(1899

sou th of Dublin on the borderland of the Pa le , and le ft thei r
name imp ress ed on the lo cal i ti es known as Harold ’s Grange and
Harold ’s Cross .
The excurs ioni s t w ho desi res to exp lore this region should

proceed by Rathfarnham
,
Wi l lbrook

,
Ballyboden , Edmond s

town
,
and Rockbrook . A short d i s tan ce beyond the las t hamlet
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d is t inguished with the aid of a glas s . No thing d i s tan t can be
s een southw ard

,
a s Glendoo mounta in shu ts o ff all vi ew in tha t

d i rec t ion .

As s ta ted
,
Cru agh M oun tain h as no d i s tinguishable summi t ,

and i t S lopes almos t con t inuously to Glendoo M oun ta in
,
over

a s omewhat d iffi cul t and broken trac t o f coun try in terspers ed
a t in t e rva ls wi th pa tches o f m arsh . The further climb to the
top of Glendoo i s amply rew a rd ed by the extens ive prospect
to the southward

,
compris ing Sh anganagh valley

,
Carri ck

gollogan ,
Bray Head and town

,
Windgat e

,
the Lit tle Sugar

Loaf wi th i ts b igger colleague peeping ou t over the s ide of
Prince Wi lliam ’s s ea t

,
then the vall ey of the Gl en cree and

Dargle River
,
ri s ing over w hich are Douce

,
Tonduff

,
and

n eighbouring el eva tions
,
while immed ia tely underneath

,
to

the eas tward
,
i s the valley of Gl en cullen . I t wil l b e noti ced

that for some reason
,
the G rea t Suga r Loa f appea rs to be con

siderab ly higher than the obs erver , a lthough it i s a ctual ly
2 70 fee t lower— an in t er es t ing illus t ra t ion of how eas ily the
eye may be d eceived . S tanding on th is s ummi t

,
fee t

high
,
the eye ranges ove r a s cene of wi ld moorland soli tud e,

where the s i len ce i s b roken only by the u h ist ling of the wind
th rough the long bog —gra s s and h ea the r

,
or by the hoarse voi ce

o f the grouse as they wing the ir w ay a cros s the s e wind- swept
wa s t es . Here

,
on the mod ern county bound ary

,
we can look

down in to the ancien t d is t ri c t of Fer cu alann
,
now Pow erscou rt

,

an impregna ble fa s tnes s of the Irish rv
” i n the d avs of th e

Pale
,
w here pri son ers

,
cat t le

,
and o ther spoils w ere taken for

safe ty a ft e r the ra ids up on the pla ins . Southw ard
,
on the

s lop es o f Kipp u re , may be s een the d e ep re ce ss in whi ch a re

hid d en Upper and Lower Loughs B ray , as well as the h/Iilit arv
road w ind ing up the s teep hil l over the Upper L ough

,
and

t rending away toward s Sa llv Gap .

Glendoo M ountain i s cal led Garrvdow in Duncan ’s M ap

of the Coun ty Dublin
,
18 20 .

Having su ffi cien t l v obs erved the vi ew from this poin t
,
we next

make ou r w ay over the coars e mounta in gras s , in a wes terly



KILLAKEE

d i re ct ion towards the fla t
,
ba re t rac t tha t fo rms the summi t of

Killakee M oun tain
,
the view from which diffe rs li t tle from that

vi s i ble from Glendoo
,
excep t tha t i t i s l ess ext ens ive . Looking

wes tward from this -poin t acros s the d eep val ley of Glennasmole
,

w e can see i n succes s ion
,
Seechon

,
Corrig M oun ta in , Seefingan ,

and Seefinn
,
the two lat te r in t erven ing betw e en u s and the

C amek eeper
’

s Lodge on Cruagh M ounta in.

Kilb rid e rifle range
,
from which

,
i n calm w ea the r

,
may fre

quently be heard the sounds of firing . On the top of Killakee

M oun tain the turf i s ca rved in to the mos t fan tas ti c shapes by
the combined ac t ion of ra in and wind

,
and the grani te that on ce

covered i t has
,
i n the cours e of ages

,
become dis in t egra ted un til

nothing h as been left of i t but gra ins o f quartz
,
with occa s ion al

garn e ts , which are
, however, of no commercia l value on a c coun t

of thei r smal l s ize . This mounta in w as formerly known as

White Sands M ounta in on accoun t of the quan ti ty of quar tz
sand found there .
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Descending from this poin t
,
we con tin ue our course w es t

ward, coming in to view of the Rathmines Wa terworks res e rvo ir s
a t the bot tom of the Glennasmole val l ey

,
and at l ength

,
s t rik ing

the M il i tary road
,
along which we make ou r w ay homeward

by the well -known rou t e . t o Rathfa rnham .

Ins tead
,
however

,
of t aking the dire c t rout e by Bal lyboden

and Wi ll brook
,
i t wil l b e an agreeable change without adding

much to the r eturn j ou rney
,
to turn to the left by Oldcour t

road
, after pas s ing Moun t Pelie r, and take the fi rs t turn to the

right opposi t e the avenu e to Orlagh Coll ege , l eading by Bal ly
cull en House and Knocklyon to Firhous e . The lands of Knock
lyon

,
o riginall y formed port ion of the gran t to tha t famous

war rio r and t erri to rial propri eto r
,
Wa l te r de Rid elesford

,
and

a f te r numerous changes of propri e torship
,
came in to p ossessio r.

of the Loftus family of Ra thfa rnham . The Cas t le of Knock
lyon

,
which is over five hund red years old

,
now cons is ts of a

square three- s to ri ed edifice
,
with two towers a t Oppos it e

corners
,
in corporated in a modern dw ellinghou se, furthe r

mod ern is ed by the cons truc tion of n ew windows
,
doo r and roof .

The origina l en t rance w as an a rched door leading dire c t in to
the prin cipal room

,
at the end of which w as an immens e fi re

place .

From Firhous e the road lead s to Bu t t erfield Avenue
,
con

d uc ting the excu rs ion is t in to the vi llage of Rathfarnham
,
from

which the t ram can b e taken to town .

The dis tance to be walked in this excurs ion
,
s tar ting from

and re turn ing to Ra thfarnham ,
i s abou t 13 miles a cco rding to

the dire c t ions of the routes taken a cros s the mounta in s . I f the
re turn j ourney is made via Knock lyon and Firhouse

,
i t wi ll add

about 13; miles to the d i s tance .

Cyclis ts might arrange to leave their machines a t one of

th e co t tages on Cru agh mounta in ; they wil l have to walk
the grea te r par t o f the w ay there from Edmondstow n

,
but wi ll

be ab l e to re turn home in l i t tl e over half an hour .
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interspersed with fern
,
foxglove and other wild flowers

,
and

pas s ing through a part ly cultivat ed country
,
with occas ional

meadows and s tunt ed t rees . Some dis tance further
,
a pret ty

ford leading to a farmyard
,
cros s es the li tt le s tream beside

the road which here begins to ris e sharply
,
having already

a t t a i n ed an el evat ion of over feet . As w e continue the
a s cent

,
the charact er of the count ry becomes wild er

,
the whit e

thorn and hazel hedges give place almos t ent i rely to thos e of
furze

,
and ri s ing maj es t i cal ly to the left of the road i n front is

Seechon or Slieveb aw n— the great mounta i n d ominat ing all this
r egion

,
i t s round ed summit s eared and s carred by the w in t er

torrent s
,

and i t s b rown
,
heather-clad slopes vari egat ed by

pat ches of soft green sward . I t will be not ed tha t thos e
portion s o f the t op denud ed of vegetat ion a s sume a whiti sh
t int in dry weather

,
which circums tance may have originated

the name of S lieve Bawn (the Whit e M ountain) . I t should
,

however
,
b e menti oned tha t the name Slievebaw n

,
which h as

now d isappeared from the maps
,
i s qui t e unknow to the

count ry people in the neighbourhood
,
by whom it is invariably

ca l l ed Seechon (the s eat) , corrupted by the Ordnance Survey
in the more rece nt maps

,
in to Seah an .

Looking back tow a rd s the Dublin pla in
,
i t will be obs erved

that the v i ew i s great ly limit ed by the s lopes of the valley
through whi ch we have pas s ed

,
but as the summit of the road

is approa ched , the prospect extend s , and w e ente r upon a wild
t ra c t o f moor , swept by mountain breezes redolent of the turf
and heather

,
with li tt le t o remind us of our proximity to

civ i li sa t ion except the whit e road and the t elegraph wires t o
Ki lb r id e mil itary camp . To reach the top o f the mounta in

,

w e l eave the road at i t s highes t point
,
and follow the cours e

o f t he l i t t le s tr eam up toward s the summit— 500 feet above
t h e road —over a ra ther rough s t ret ch which will take about
hal f an hou r to climb .

The chief a tt ract ion of thi s a s cen t i s the extensive V i ew du e
to the great elevat ion fee t — as the summit i s en ti rely
d evoid of any charact eris t i c feature , and i s s imply a t ract of
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bare mounta in bog
,
surmounted by a smal l carn recently

fashioned into a pillar by the Ordnance Survey . Viewed from
this poin t

,
Howth

,
I reland ’s Eye and the Bay look very dis tant

and ins ignificant compared with their appearance from the
mounta ins nearer home ; to the right are the Three Rock

,

Two Rock
,
Cru agh . Killakee and Glendoo lVIount ains

,
then the

Se e ch o n Summit in ”W inte r .

(1908 )

two Sugar Loaves
,
and s t il l further southw ard a number of

high summits
,
the most con spi cuous among which are Tonduff

,

War Hill
,
and Douce— all Ove r fee t high . Consid erab lv

nearer i s Kippu re— dark and gloomy —

300 fee t higher than
where we stand

,
w h i l e almos t du e south and qui t e clos e i s

Seefingan ,
covered with green sw ard to the top . Aw av to the

north will be Obs erved the bold and rugged outlin e o f the
M o urne M ountains in County Down , and to the le ft o f thes e
the rounded fo rm o f Slieve Gullion i n Coun ty Armagh . To
the right of Kippu re , but fa rther o ff , is M u llagh c leevaun ,

one
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of the highes t summit s in thi s region
,
then M oanb ane and a

number of low er elevat ions ext end ing over toward s Bally
knockan and Pou laphu ca . Below

,
on the slopes of Seefinn and

Seefingan w i ll be s een the tent s and huts of Kilbride M i li tary
Camp ; westw ard

,
the Bri t tas pond s will be d i s t ingui shed

among the low hills around Brit tas
,
and t o the north

,
the whole

Dublin pla in
,
a great flat expanse

,
cu t up into thousands of

i r regularly shaped field s .

Jus t at the top
,
bes id e the cam

,
is a w ell — the sour ce of a

sma ll s t ream that runs down the west ern s10p e of the
mount ain— generally d ry during d rought ; and on the south
west ern s id e

,
near the summit

,
i s what appears to be the

remains of an ancien t s epulchral chamber
,
long s ince rifled of

i t s contents .

Descend ing again to the road
,
which

,
i t may b e mentioned ,

is feet over sea level at thi s point
,
we continue our j ourney

now down h ill
,
over a rather rough surface

,
to the Camp

,
a

l i t t le over a mile d i s tant
,
where the road cros s es the head

wat ers of the Shankill r iver . About ha lf a mile further on
,
we

turn to the right by the road l ead ing to Ballinascorney, again
cros s ing the r ive r by a bridge on the s i t e of the old Shankill
ford . I f

,
however

,
the excurs ioni s t is on foot

,
or if he i s not

afraid of taking his bi cycle along a rather rough t rack through
the heather

,
i t will be wel l worth while t o diverge from the

road on the left , by the pa thway which cros ses the river , and

l ead s t o the Cloghleagh iron mine . The high mounta ins
,

Gravale ,
M u llagh cleevau n ,

and M oanb ane presen t an imposing
appearance from this poin t

,
t races o f snow oft en remaining on

thei r summits as lat e a s mid - summer . Keep ing to the pathway
we presen t ly r each a cu riou s -looking s ton e hous e

,
which w as

erect ed as a res idence fo r the manager of the iron mine some
fifty years ago . I t would s eem tha t no earnest at tempt w as ever
made to work thi s und ertaking to a su ccess ful i s sue

,
as the great

s tone s egment s of the crushing wheel
,
now lying besid e the river

,

and other ma chinery obtain ed from England
,
were never put

together
,
so that the whole concern w as a fai lu re from the
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This monumen t w as erec ted to mark the spo t where a

res iden t of this neighbourhood n amed Bealis los t h is l ife in a

snows torm in 1804. He w as rid ing at the time
,
and both hors e

and rid e r were overwhelmed in a deep snowdrift on the s ide
of the road

,
where they were dis covered s t iff and li feles s n ext

d ay by a r es cue party .

The road gradual ly r is ing from this point
,
cro ss e s a high

ridge on the wes t ern s lope of But ter Mounta in,
and pas s ing for

a considerable dis tance through a pin e plan ta t ion
,
d es cends

sharply in to the vall ey
,
where i t j oins the road from Ballina e

scorney . To avoid a needl es s d es cen t to the bot tom of the

val ley
,
tu rn to the left through a ga teway bes ide an unoccupied

gat e lodge
,
in to an avenue of yews leading up to Ta lbot s town

House— an O ld country res idence
,
with extens ive garden s and

or chards
,
now in a somewhat n egle ct ed condi t ion . This avenue

l eads ou t upon a by
—road

,
pas s ing through a boggy and spars ely

inhabi ted dis t ri c t
,
and a t l ength j o ins the Ballinascorney road

about hal f a mile from Bri t tas Inn
,
an old - t ime hos t elry

a ccid en ta l ly burn t i n 1911, bu t s inc e rebuil t . At B ri t ta s
,

which is the j unct ion of the n ew and old B l e s s i ngton roads
,

the O ld road will b e ob s erved ex tending away to the right
over Ta l lagh t Hil l or Knock annavea .

About a mile and a half fur ther
,
the pret ty poli ce barrack

is r eached which ma rks the summit of the pi cturesque Slade of
Saggar t , and from here cycli s ts have an easy j ourney home via
Jobs town and Tal laght to e ither Dolphin ’s Barn or Terenu re

,

a ccording to the par t of the suburbs to be reached .

Di s tances from G . P . O . z— Boh ernab reena
,
85; mil es highes t

p oint of road on Seechon
,
12§ miles Talbo ts tow n, 165» miles

B ri tta s
,
18% miles ; G . P . O .

, 3 1 miles .



CHAPTER XV

ROCKBROOK , GLENDOO AND GLENCULLEN

TARTING from Ra thfarnham
,
we take the road through

Wi ll brook and Ballyboden
,
small hamle ts in s em i

ruinous cond i t ion
,
with the Owen Dugher flowing

on the right
,
and a t l ength reach Billy ’s B ridge

,
rebuil t and

widen ed some twen ty years ago . No record s urvive s as t o the
id en ti ty of the individual who h as been commemora ted i n the

t i tle of this s truc ture
,
but i t i s pos s ible that the name may be

an ir reveren t abbrevia t ion for King Wi l liam ’s B ridge .

”

Al ong the r iver bank under the t re es i s a t rack cal l ed The
Ghos t ’s Wa lk

,

” en j oying the loca l reputa t ion of being haun ted .

Leaving the bridge on ou r r ight
,
an d ke eping s t ra ight ahead

pas t a row of co t tages shel tered by lo fty t rees
,
we pres en tly

en ter Edmond stow n
,

a village of mod ern growth
,
which

probab ly origina ted wi th the clo th mill es tablished here early
i n the las t cen tury . As we leave the vil lage , we pas s the n at iona l
s chool

,
s i tua t ed on the ve ry edge Of the s t ream and a t the foo t

of a s t eep as c en t
,
where cycl i s ts gene ral ly dismoun t and walk

the res t of the w ay to Rockbrook .

M ount Venus
,
embosomed i n i ts woods

,
now comes in to

view on the right
,
and as we rea ch the higher port ion o f the

road
,
to the north will be s een the fla t expanse O f coun t ry ex

tending away towards the Coun ty M ea th
,
w hile on the coas t

are Howth
,
Sut ton

,
Clon tarf

,
the Poolb eg and the Pigeonhou se

with i ts ta ll red chimney . Wes t of the c i ty are the Phoenix Park ,
readily ident ified by the wide green expans e o f the Fi fte en
Acres

,
the Liffey vall ey

,
beyond tha t Duns ink Obse rva tory

,

and i n the dis tance the hi ll o f Ga rris tow n s urmount ed by i ts
square ruin .
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The village of Rockbrook
,
l ike Edmondstow n ,

i s of r ecen t
d at e , and w as originally bu il t to accommodat e the employes
of the various m ills which exis t ed in this lo cal i ty in more
prosperous times . Very li t tle of the o rigina l village now rem ain s
in a habi table condit ion

,
and the people a re gradual ly l eaving

i t for the new cot tages whi ch are rapidly springing up in the
vi cin i ty . Yet the s i te is a heal thy and well chos en one

, and i t is
to be hoped tha t as the O lder hous es fal l in to decay they will b e
replaced by new ones

,
so tha t this p ic tures quely—named vil lage

shal l no t whol ly disappear .

Pas s ing M ut ton L an e branching Off on the left to Lar ch
Hill and White church

,
we reach the poli ce barrack

,
a bu ilding

wi th proj e ct ing eaves
,
und e r which the swallows have buil t

thei r n es t s fo r many years pas t
,
re tu rn ing year after year . A

few hundred yards further w i ll be s een on the right , tw o mas s ive
s tone pillars and a s t i le

,
forming the en t ran ce to what appears

to be a priva t e road
,
bu t is rea lly the o ld mili tary road

,
con

s truc ted afte r 1798 , and su bsequen tly a l te red to it s pres en t
route by Billy’s B ridge

,
S to ck ing Lane

,
and M oun t Venus .

Immediat ely to the right
,
ins id e the en t rance t o thi s old

road
,
l ie s the anci en t churchya rd of Cru agh , surrounded by a

high wa l l
,
and now clo sed as a bu ria l pla ce . I t con ta ins a number

of very old tombstones
,
some of which

,
made of grani t e

,
are

so worn and weather-beaten as to be a lmos t i llegible . Small

por tion s of the end walls of the church rema in
,
and adj o in ing

is a s t rongly bui l t
,
low tower

,
so clos e to the s i te of the old

edifice tha t i t is imposs i ble to believe tha t i t can have exis te d
during the period when the church w as in u se . The appearan ce
of the masonry would al so sugges t that this building is of much
late r date , and port ions of i t b ea r evidences of comparat ively
recen t r epa i r . An iron -pla ted door leads in to a low ar ched
chamber some fee t below the level of the ground , while above
i s a s imila r apar tmen t en tered by an upper door, to which
there i s no acces s .
Acco rding to loca l t rad i t ion this curious s t ru cture w as

originally erec ted as a wa t ch—house or shel te r for the guards
,
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Oppos i te s ide of the ravi n e
,
and tu rn to the le ft up a shor t s teep

as c en t overlooking the bridge and s t ream below
,
wh i ch mak e

a pret ty pi c ture in the win ter t ime
,
but are s hut Off from V i ew

by the d ens e foliage in summer .

Almos t within a s ton e ’s throw of the preceding one we meet
ano ther bridge

,
which w as bad ly damaged by the flood s some

years ago , and w as the s cene of a sad cycling fatal i ty in the early
days of tha t pas t ime when brakes were a ll bu t us eles s . The
un for tunat e cycl i s t w as riding on e of the old high machines
down the hil l tow a rd s this b ridge wi th his hind wheel b rake
hard on

,
when the ca ble snapped and the machin e ran away

wi th him . He ran aga ins t the gra s sy wa l l on the r ight , perhaps
del i be ra t ely

,
i n the hope of saving himself

,
but w as d ashed wi th

fea rful for ce aga in s t the s tone pa rape t and in s tan tly kil led .

A rude cros s in the m as onry i s in t ended to commemora t e this
t ragi c in cident .
This bridge i s a favouri t e subj ec t fo r ar ti s ts and photo

grap h ers, al though the felling of some fine t rees which formerly
s tood bes ide i t h as somewha t det ra cted from it s p i c turesque
appearan ce .

0

A s tra ight s tre t ch of road bordered w i th bracken
,
and shaded

by fi rs and larches
,
l ead s to the top of the glen

,
where the

Owen D agher
,
here a smal l moorland s tream

,
comes pla shing

and t umbling through a l i t tle ravin e down the s ide of Cru agh
M oun ta in: The slopes ove r this s t ream are noted fo r thei r
abundan t growth of fraughans o r whortl eberri es in the early
au tumn .

A few hundred yard s beyond this po in t is the summit level
of the va l ley— in te res t ing as forming here th e wa t e rshed between
the bas ins of the Dodder and the B ray rivers— and i f the s t reams
on the roadside here are clos ely examined

,
i t w ill be s een that

thei r wa te rs
,
though

‘

ap p arent ly cont inuous , real ly d ivide, and

flow in oppos i te d ire ct ion s .
The coun t ry now becomes wild er and more rocky the pine

wood s con t inue a long the heights to the left
,
and here and

there may be s een some recently plan ted shrubs of tha t gaudy



GLENDOO

V iew in G lend oo.

Ent rance to Glendoo from th e Sou th.
(1905 )

IS3
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exot ic
,
the rhododendron

,
whos e b rill ian t blaze of t ropica l

splendour con t ras t s harshly w i th the subdued t in ts of ou r
n a t ive landscapes . Strange to say, the rhododendron seems to
be dis l iked by every fo rm of an ima l l i fe ; so much so

,
tha t any

plantat ion domina t ed by i t is shunned by birds
,
fl i es

,
and ins ect s

of eve ry des crip t ion , while i t i s , perhaps , the on ly shrub which
i s proof aga in s t the n ibbling t ee th of the rabbi t .
As we pas s the las t c lump of the pines

,
the road - sweeps

s l ightly to the le ft
,
and

, emerging suddenly from the clos e
defil e

,
we enter upon an open val l ey

,
with wide was t es of moor

land and rough marsh pas ture
,
in t erspe rs ed wi th the humble

homes teads of the cot t i e rs who inhabi t this w ild and inhosp it

able region . I n fron t will now be s e en the long
,
fla t ten ed form

of Bray Head
,
to the right of that the Li t tle Sugar Loa f

,
and

pres en tly the coni cal top of the Grea t Sugar Loaf
,
ove r the

s ide of the mounta in known as Prin ce Will iam ’s S ea t . Some
short dis tan ce fur the r wil l b e obs erved at the opposit e s ide o f

the va l ley
,
a couple of diminut ive

,
r ed- roofed co t tages n estli ng

b en ea th the fri end ly shelter of a pine plan tat ion
,
and appearing .

at tha t d is tance like a pa i r of pa in ted toy hous es plac ed on the
hills ide .

The road
,
now sw eeping to the le ft

,
brings us wi thin view

o f the sou thern s lop e of the Two Rock M oun ta in
,
with the

rocks consp icuously showing n ea r it s summit
,
and afte r pas s ing

in s ucces s ion the rema ins of the hamlets of Ballybrack and

Brockey, we enter the v i l lage of Gl en cullen
,
where the turn

on the right conducts us to Gl encullen bridge . Before d e
s c ending the s teep hill

,
on the left will b e s e en Carrickgollogan

and the more dis tan t hil ls o f D alkey and Killin ey
,
wh i le in

fron t l ies the ri chly —wooded vall ey in whi ch is conceal ed the
pret ty vi l lage o f Enniske rry . At this poin t cyclis t s will do well
to dismoun t

,
as the hill leading down to the b ridge is probably

the s te epes t i n the w hole coun ty
,
and w ould s everely t ax even

the mos t pow erful o f brakes . At the bo t tom of th i s long
d es cen t i s Gl en cull en b ridge , spann ing the Gl en cullen river,
which

,
in con s equence of the broken and moun ta inous charact er
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a s cending the heights ove r Gl en cullen
,
sk i r ts the eas t ern s lopes

of the Two Rock and Three Rock M ountains a t a grea t eleva
t ion

,
affording extended vi ews of the Bay and coas t . At a

dis tance of a mile and three-quar ters from Gl en cullen c ros s
roads

,
we reach a somewh at sharp turn i n the road

,
where

,

turn ing to the left up the hill
,
w e a t l ength come in to vi ew of

the s cat tered vi llage of Barnacu llia, wi th the ci ty and suburbs
in the dis tan ce below

,
and Kings tow n and i t s harbour away on

the right . A mile and a half b eyond this
,
we rea ch Tikno ck

cros s - road s
,
w hen ce the re turn to the ci ty may be made ei ther

by Dundrum or Ra thfarnham .

Dis tan ces zfi Ra thfarnh am to G lencullen cross-roads
, 8

miles ; Gl encullen cros s - roads to Enniskerry, mil es ; Enn is
kerry to B ray Bridge

, 3} miles ; Enniskerry to Nelson
’s Pill ar

via Dundrum ,
mil miles ; Bray Bridge to Nelson

’s Pi lla r via

St illo rgan and Donnybrook , 125 miles ; G l en cullen cros s-roads
via Bal lyedmondu ff to Dundrum

, 5%miles , or to Ra thfarnham ,

7 miles .



CHAPTER XVI

RANELAGH AND CULLENSWOOD, DUNDRUM

THE SCALP AND ENNISKERRY

EAVING the ci ty by Charlemon t B ridge
,
we en ter the

dis t ri c t of Ranelagh
,
a name of modern origin

,
da ting

from the es tabli shmen t of the Ranelagh Gardens
towards the clos e of the 181h cen tury . On cros s ing the Cana l
B ridge

,
the hous es on the right—hand s ide w ill be s een to be

much below the level of the road , which w as ra i s ed many
years ago to eas e the gradi en t to the bridge , when t rams wer e
fi rs t i n troduced in to thi s neighbourhood . In the addit ion to
the name-p lat e on the co rne r hous e , bearing the modern name
of the road, there wil l be Obse rved, on clos e in spect ion , a table t
below i t

,
exhi b it ing the a lmos t obli t erated ins c rip t ion

Upper Charl emont S t re et — a name which does no t appea r
to have ever been gene ra lly adopted .

10

Rocqu e’s map shows that i n the 18 th cen tu ry a large count ry
hous e named Wi l lbrook s tood on the ground now o ccupied by
the Convent of S t . Jos eph at Ran elagh . I t w as

,
fo r s ome time

the res iden ce of the B ishop of Derry
,
and becoming va cant

abou t the yea r 17 70 , w as taken by an English specula to r
,
and

conve rt ed by him into a place of publi c en ter ta inmen t call ed
The Ranelagh Gard ens i n imitat io n o f the London Gard ens

o f tha t name
,
of w hich they purport ed to be a copy . Thes e

gardens were a favour ite resor t fo r s ome years
,
largely at tended

by the rank and fashion from the ci ty
,
fo r whom bands

,
fire

w orks
,
and o the r a t t rac t ions w e re provided

,
and from them in

17 85, Crosbi e made his famous bal loon as cen ts . The Ga rden s
,

how eve r
,
en j oyed bu t an evanes cen t populari ty

,
and

,
a fte r a

run of l es s than twen ty years , clos ed al together ; the place w as

157
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then acquired by the Carmeli t es
,
who conver ted the bu ild ings

into the Conven t of S t . Jos eph ; bu t the name of Ranelagh
h as eve r sin ce clung to the loca l i ty

,
which prior to that had been

compris ed in the dis t ri c t bearing the his tori c des ignat ion of

Cu llensw ocd .

I t would seem that the vil lage of Ranelagh derived i t s origin
as w ell as i ts name from thes e garden s

,
as no trace of a village

o r even a house
,
with the except ion of Willb rook

,
i s shown on

Rocque’s map , the dat e of which is about 1753 . There were ,
howeve r

,
at the t ime of the Gardens

,
probably a few res idences

about the t riangle of land where the tram turns wes tward to
enter Charles ton Road

,
as w ell as a t erra ce i n Sallymount

Avenue
,
ei the r n ew or i n cours e of erect ion .

Cullenswood i s memorable a s the s c ene of the mas sacre by
the mounta in s epts

,
on Eas t e r M ond ay

,
1209, of the Bris tol ian

set tle rs who h ad as s embled here for holiday spor ts
,
the chief

i tem of which w as to have been a grea t hurling m at ch between
two pa rti es of the c i t izens .
All this neighbourhood w as then wild coun try

,
covered wi th

fores t
,
brushwood

,
and hea the r

,
a ffording excellen t faci li t i es

fo r an ambuscad e .

St anyh u rst , w ho wrote in 1584, gives the following quain t
accoun t of this sanguinary epi sod e of the early s et tlement of

Dublin The ci t iz ens having over great affiance [confidence]
in the mul ti tud e of the people

,
and so cons equen tly ret chles s

[reckless] i n heed ing the moun ta in enemie that lurched under
thei r noses

,
were won t to roam and roe i n clus ters

,
s ome

times three or fou r miles from towne . The I ri sh enemie
,

espying tha t the ci ti zen s were accus tomed to fetch such odd

vagari es on holydays
,
and having an inckling witha l by means

of some clat erfer t [t ra itor] or o ther tha t a company of them
would range abroad on h l onday i n the Eas t e r week, towards
the w oode of Cullen

,
they lay in a s tat e very well appoin ted,

and layde in sund ry places fo r thei r coming . The ci t iz ens
rather mind ing the pleasure they should pres ently enj oy than
fo recas t ing the hu r t tha t might ensu e

,
flock t unarmed from
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formerly s tood j u t t ing ou t elbow -w i s e in to the road
,
a curious

old house
,
the removal of which w as neces s itat ed by the exig

encies of the t raffi c when the elect ri c t ram service w as es tab
lished . I n this old count ry hous e— for i t w as i n the count ry
i n thos e days — the celebra ted John Wesley used to s tay when
v i s it ing Dublin in the la tt er hal f of the 18 th century . He h ad
many dist inguished fri ends in the I ri sh capital

,
and w as a

welcome gues t at the hous es of many of the leaders of society .

The dis t ri c t about Ranelagh w as then qu it e rura l theWelling
ton o rchard

,
s ti l l r emembered by many

,
covered the ground

now occupi ed by Charles ton Road ,
and a few scat t ered res i

d ences , s tanding in thei r ow n grounds , were probably the only
indi cat ions of suburbs th at Wes ley could see from the windows
of thi s quai nt old house .

One of the old es t avenues i n thi s neighbourhood is Sally
mount

,
which w as la id out abou t 17 70 ,

and w as
,
for many

years a ft erwards
,
only about a furlong in length

,
and clos ed at

the end by an i ron gate . Between this avenue and Ranelagh
,

i n the early par t of las t centu ry
,
w as a fine whitethorn h edge ,

oppos i t e to whi ch w as Toole ’s and. M ackay ’s (afterwards
Toole ’s) Nurs ery ,

while the fields now occupied by Sandford
Terr ace were noted fo r thei r blackberries . I n Sallymount

Avenu e res ided fo r a t ime the well know n Rev . Dionysius
Lard ner

,
no les s r enowned fo r the pu rsui t o f s ci entific research

than for that o f the fa i r sex
,
and whose doings occas ioned

much goss ip i n the neighbourhood . I t w as he who proved
sat i sfacto ri ly

,
fo r the t ime at l eas t

,
by calculations based on

t h e consumption of coa l
,
that no ves s el propelled by s t eam

cou ld ever cros s th e Atlant ic . He w as the guardian of the
d i s tingui shed dramati s t and author

,
Dion Boucicault .

Down t o abou t 1830 ,
sn ipe

,
plove r

,
and other wild fowl

w ere shot i n the wint e r t ime i n The Bloody Fi eld s — where
now are the M ‘

Geough Home and Palmerston Park ; even
M ount p l easant w as then qu it e ru ral

,
and the n ewly enclosed

square
,
i n which plantat ions h ad j us t b een s tarted

,
w as

su rrounded by a rubble wal l and d i tch .
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Immedia te ly beyond Annavilla and on the same s ide , i s an
avenue known as M aj o r ’s Lane

,
de riving i t s name from the

no to rious M aj o r Sirr
,
whose hous e s tood there wi thin l iving

memory
,
and tradi t ions of whose doings lingered un til re c ent ly

in the lo cal i ty . Some of the older inhabi tan ts who have spoken
to his con temporarie s , s tate that he w as des cr ibed as a b ig ,
co rpulen t man,

mos t unpopular wi th every clas s on accoun t of
his spying and in t erfering in mat te rs which should have been
delega ted to his subordina tes . I t may be here men t ioned tha t
M aj o r Sirr ’s t i t le w as no t a mili ta ry one, bu t an abbrevia ted
form of Town M aj o r

,

”
a co rpo ra te Offi ce long s inc e abolished .

Whil e he l ived i n Cullenswood he us ed to walk to and from his
o ffi ce -in town every d ay.

The n ame of Sandfo rd , at taching to the dis t ri c t immediate ly
beyond Cullenswood

,
o riginated with Sandford Church , cal led

afte r Lord M ount sand ford while the n ame of the adj o in ing
country hous e

,

“ M e rton
,
would appea r to have be en sug

ges t ed as the co rre lat ive of S andfo rd by the t i t le of Sandfo rd
and M e r ton .

”

Turning to the r ight from the t ram route by the M i l l town
road

,
we pres en tly en te r the village o f M i ll town

,
s i tuated

almos t on the ve ry bed of the Dodder
,
and fo rmerly subj e c t

t o frequen t inundat ions from tha t r ive r . This rathe r pre t ti ly
s i t uat ed village w as at one t ime much resort ed to by the ci ti zen s
fo r rec reat ion coaches and noddies us ed to p ly thi the r from
town

,
and the wan ts of the vi s i to rs were p rovided for by an

o ld - fashioned hos tel ry which may s t i l l be s een in a ruinous
condi t io n a t the far s ide of the Old , and probably the old es t

,

bridge ove r the Dodder . The mos t conspicuous fea t ure in
modern M i ll town i s t he grea t s ton e viaduct of n i n e arches
by which the Dublin and South-eas te rn Rai lway i s carri ed
a cros s the Dodder va l l ey .

Cros s ing by e i the r the o ld or n ew bridge
,
we pres en t ly reach

Windy Harbour
,
a s cat tered village

,
the inhabi tant s of which in

former t imes were ex tens ively engaged in the s il k indust ry ;
and a sho rt d is tance furthe r

,
to the left of the road is the Dun
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drumCrimina l Lunat i c Asylum ,
enclosed by formidable wal ls

and oc cupying a cons iderable area .

About half a mile beyond this poin t we enter the vil lage of

Dundrum
,
formerly much frequen ted by inva l ids t o en j oy the

salubri ty of it s air, and to d rink the milk of the mounta in goat s .

Brewer
,
in his Beau tiet of Ireland qua in tly w ri t es

Dundrum Ca stle.

Dundrum is in a shel tered decl ivi ty, shel t ered from the hars h
winds . . The village is the fashionable resor t of inva lids for
the purpos e of drinking goats ’ whey . At early hours of the
morn ing numerous j aunt ing ca rs convey from the ci ty large
parti es of vi s i to rs to par take of tha t sanat ive beverage amids t
the reviving s cen ery ove r whi ch the animals have b row zed .

I n this rura l hamle t are many romanti c cot tages
,
whos e

whit e fron ts and low propor tions would appear to harmon ise
wi th the wishes of thos e who frequen t the pla ce

,
by holding

for th the soo thing invi tat ions of r et i remen t and peace .

”
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to the le ft will b e s e en Carrickgollogan and the hills of Da lkey
and Killin ey . After abou t a mile the ruin of Kilgobb in Church
w i ll be s een on the left

,
S tanding on a sharply defined eminence

,

which is probably the rema in s o r S i t e of an ancien t ra th
,
and in

the adj o in ing lan eway i s a fin e grani te cros s
,
about t en fee t

high
,
of very anci en t da t e . A shor t d i s tan ce a cros s the field s

to the north-eas t of the church
,
is Kilgobb in Cas t le , a ta l l ,

narrow s tructure entirely devoid of bawn or outworks
,
which

might be des c rib ed as a fort ified dw ellinghou se ra the r than a

Sandyford.

(1905)

cas tle . I t o riginal ly belonged to the Wa lsh family
,
from whom

it pas s ed by forfei ture o r o therwis e
,
i n the reign of Cha rles I .

in to poss es s ion of S i r Adam Loftus
,
of Rathfarnham .

Returning t o the ma in road
,
on the Oppos i t e s ide will be s een

a s t eep by- road leading up the s ide of the mounta in to Ba lly
edmund uff

,
and adj oin ing is the p icturesque ent rance to the

demesn e of Fern Hill
,
through which the public are admitt ed

as a shor t cu t to Barnacu llia . The road hen ce fal ls sl ightly
to S t epas id e

,
a vi llage which acquired a t empora ry no tori e ty in

the las t c en tu ry as the s c en e of a minia ture bat tl e during the
Fen ian ri s ing in 1866. High over the vil lage to the right

, th e

dark foliage of the pin e woods lends a softening effect to th e
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brown mounta in s id e
,
and i n fron t will be s e en the rocky heights

of Kill egar
,
overhanging the Scalp

,
and par tly covered by the

dens e wood of Ballybet agh .

A li t tl e over a mile from S tepas id e we r each the high ground
a t the head of the Glenamu ck road

,
from which may b e s een

the Bay as well as the dis t r i c t int ervenmg between u s and the
coas t

,
and shortly aft erwards we ent er the smal l village of

Kil ti e rnan
,
cons is t ing of a row of neat s la ted co t tages . Here

,

in a s eques t ered pos i t ion are the ivi ed ruins of an an c i en t church
,

s urrounded by thorn and elde r t rees
,
and pres en t ing eviden ces

of grea t an tiqui ty . A cas t le a ls o s tood in the vill age in the
17 th cen tu ry, but no t ra ce of i t now survives , and even it s s i t e
has been forgot t en . Down to about s ixty years ago there were
pape r mill s and a co t ton fac tory in Kil t i ernan affording con

siderab le employmen t in the neighbou rhood .

About hal f a mile wes t of Kilt i e rnan , on the wild mounta i n
s ide

,
s urrounded by fe rn and hea the r

,
is one of the larges t

c romlechs in I reland
,
commonly known as The G ian t ’s

Grave
,

” the tabl e s tone of which is 2 2 fee t long by 13% fee t
wide

,
and is es t ima ted to weigh abou t 40 tons . The s uppo rte rs ,

j udging fromthei r i r regula r posi t ions
,
would appear to have

suffer ed some cons iderabl e dis turbance .

Pas s i ng ou t of the village we ent e r upon a highly pi c tu resque
port ion of the road shaded on both s ides by t r ees

,
approaching

wha t w as known as The Novice ’s Hill i n the early days
of cycl ing

,
when that pas time w as deemed sui tabl e only fo r

a thle tes or acrobats . In the springtime this p lace i s s een to i t s
b es t advan tage

,
the young pale fol iage of the dec iduous t re es

cont ras t ing finely wi th the dark blue —gre en of the p in es
,
whil e

s ca t te red here and there through the woods are Open pa t ches
all ablaze wi th the blos soms of the ever-flow ering fu rze .

A sha rp d es cen t in the road conduc t s u s to the pi c turesque
defi l e known as The Sca lp

,
fo rmed on the wes t by the rocky

h e ights of Kill ega r
,
and on the eas t by the wooded h ill o f

Barnaslingan . This p lace i s so well known
,
and has been so

frequen tly des c ribed
,
that there is no n eces s i ty to ente r i nto
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any detail ed ac count of i t here i t should b e men tioned, how
eve r

,
tha t the rocky S ide i s well worthy of as c en t, whi ch should

be performed
,
not by climbing s t ra ight up from below -=a

somewha t trying task— bu t by continuing along the road
towa rds Enni skerry

,
Un ti l a perpendicula r wa ll of ro ck is pas s ed

the right
,
when '

a pathway will be obs erved a s cending

Th e Scalp and the Lit t le Suga r Loaf
(1903

through the furze and hea the r to a pat ch of so ft gr-een sward
a t the top . From this point of vantage will be seen away to the
no rth, Dublin Bay with the South Wal l

,
the Pigeonhou se, the

white sands of the South Bull
,
Howth

,
and the Bai l ey

,
whil e

clos e a t hand is the rugged li t tle defil e of Glenamu ck
,
like a

miniat ure S calp to the l eft of tha t and n eare r is Ballyb et agh
Wood, and then In su cc es s ion are the Three Rocks

,
Two Rocks

,

the mountain s forming the sou thern outpos t s of G len cull en
vall ey, Douce , Pow erscou r t

, the Suga r Loaves , Bray Head



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


CHAPTER XVII

RATHMINES AND RATHGAR , TEMPLEOGUE AND

ITS SPA ,
BOHERNABREENA AND BALLINA

SCORNEY GAP

ORTOBELLO Bridge
,
which conn ects the ci ty wi th the

populous dis t ri c ts of Rathmines and Rathga r
,
w as the

s cene of a t er rib le t ragedy on the n ight of the 6th
April

,
1861 . One of the “ Favourit e omnibus es

,
r eturning

from Rathgar to Nelson ’s Pil lar, where i t w as due at 9 o
’clo ck

,

p .1n . ,
s topped in the middle of the bridge to all ow a pas s enger

to a l ight . When the driver endeavoured t o re-s tar t the hors es
,

they found some d iflicu l ty in proceeding, and backed S lightly
towards the Ra thmines s ide . The old bridge being very s teep

,

he then turned the hors es ’ heads eas tward so as t o take the
incl in e a t an angle, but they s t ill con tinu ed to back in Sp1t e of

the driver ’s efforts
,
and at las t for ced the heavy vehicl e round

in a s em ici r cl e aga ins t the wooden pa l ing which then s tood
be tween the road and the cana l lo ck on the sou th-wes te rn s ide
of th e bridge . The frail pal ing gave w ay unde r the heavy
weight

,
and the vehi cl e rolled ove r in to the lock on end

,
with

the doo r undernea th . The hors es fall ing b etween the omnibus
and the bridge

,
by thei r weight on the t ra ces

,
pulled the fron t

of the vehi cl e down on it s wheels , and thus caus ed i t to right
i ts elf There were only a few fee t of wat er in the lo ck

,
and no

diflicu l ty should have a ris en in ext ri ca t ing the pas s enge rs
,
h ad

no t the lock-keeper turn ed on all the upper s lu i ces in the hope
of floa ting the bus

,
with the r esul t tha t in th e darkn es s and

confus ion
,
the pa s s engers

,
six i n number

,
were all drowned

,

the driver a lon e being r es cued . In a few moments when the
mis take w as real i s ed by the spectators

,
the upper s lui ces were

168
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closed and the low er ones opened, speedily emptying the lo ck,
but i t w as t hen t oo lat e

,
and the pas s engers when taken ou t

were all dead .

Among thos e w ho perished on this o ccas ion w as M r . M ichael
Gunn

,
fa the r of the lat e M es s rs . John and M i chael Gunn

,
the

founders and propri e tors of the Ga ie ty Thea t re
,
Dublin .

Abou t the beginn ing of the las t cen tu ry, Rathmin es w a s

qui t e “

a ru ral n eighbourhood
,
and w as con s idered too far ou t

of town fo r r es ident ial pu rpos es
,
excep t for people who were

in a pos i t ion to ke ep vehi cles fo r thei r ow n u se .

Down to about 18 20
,
Rathmines Road , from Portob ello to

Cas tlewood Avenue
,
w as fen ced on the ea s t e rn s ide by a di t ch

w i th thorn hedges a t i n t erval s
,
and the s en t ry box of the n ight

wat chman w as usual ly about hal f w ay, while the only hous es
on the road were M oun t Anthony and Will iams Park on the
wes tern s ide . Cas t lewood Avenue w as then a narrow count ry
lane

,
without a hous e of any desc r ip t ion , l eading to

“ The
Bloody Fields (near the mod ern Palmers ton Road) , and

Cullen swood Avenue
,
now Oakley Road

,
w as a rus t i c avenue

w i th a tu rn s t i le a t the uppe r end opening in to the meadows
and cornfield s sou th of Dunville Avenue . The olde r hous es
on th e sou thern s ide of Dunville Avenue are among the earl i es t
bui l t in thi s n eighbourhood .

At this pe riod Rathga r Road w as not p roper ly finished ,
al though i t h ad been la id ou t som e yea rs previous ly

,
and the

usual ro u te from Ra thmines to Terenure o r Roundtown w as

by Uppe r
,

or as i t w as then ca lled
,
Old Ra thmines

,
and

Highfield Road .

Rathm ines vill age commenced opposi te Rathgar Road
,
and

i n addit ion there w as the po rt ion known as
“ The Cha in s

,

which occupi ed the s i te where the Belfas t Bank and su rrounding
buildings now s tand . The Chain s were so call ed

,
becaus e

a number of dilapidat ed Shan ties at this po in t were enclos ed
by cha ins hung from s ton e pi llars s uch as now su r round Stephen ’s
G reen . Thes e Old rookerie s we re real ly an uns ightly and in

sani tary S lum ,
and were swept away some twen ty-five years ago ,
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much to the advan tage of the n eighbourhood . The Swan
Wa te r, now a lmos t en ti rely a sub terraneous rive r, flows pas t
this poin t, and has given name to the avenue k nown as

Swanvi lle Place .

”

To connec t Ra thmines wi th Harold’s Cros s
,
Leins ter Road

w as opened up about 1835 through what w as then M ow ld
’

s

Fa rm ,
and the O ld farmhouse

,
which s tood on the northern

s ide of the road clos e to Rathmines Road
,
w as taken down

a bout 1840 . It s s i t e is
,
I b eli eve

,
occupied by the tw o s t ucco

hous es n ear the Rathmin es end of Leins te r Road .

Clos e to where is now the wes t ern end of Leins t e r Road
t here w as

,
about eighty yea rs ago, Clandaub e Bridge, by which

"the Harold ’s Cros s road ‘spanned the SwanWa t ei'
,
then -an open

r ive r, fl owing through the fi elds .
In’ Wright ’s Gu ide t o tbe County of Wit /Blow thi s

l ocal i ty i s refer red to as the vi llage of Ra thmin es , -ch iefly
“ inhab i ted by inval ids

,
i n con sequen ce of the Supposed p u rity

and wholesome qual i ty of it s atmosphere .

” This - should b e
c omfort ing to the modern inhabi tants .
The an cien t Cas tle of Ra thmines

,
origina l ly an extens ive

bu i ld ing erec t ed by S ir George Radcl iffe In the i7 th century,
s tood on the Si t e o ccupied by the h ous e known as

“ The
Orchards

,
Pa lmers ton Park

,
and when Ro cque const ruct ed

h is map of the Coun ty Dublin in 17 76, w as the~coun t
’

ry r esidence
of Lord Chief Jus t ice Yorke . On Duncan ’smap of the Coun ty
Dubli n (182 1) i t appea rs as

“ Rathmines . School
,

”
and i n

Tbe Dublin Penny 7 ourna l Of
‘

183 3 i t i s des cribed as an

i r regular
,
unin teres ting bui lding

,
so far modern ised as to

have the appearan ce of an old whitewashed fa rmhous e . I t
is now occupied as a boarding-house for inval ids , and u n

for tunat ely is s eldom empty .

” The en trance w as opposi te
the end of Highfield Road , bes ide what is now

‘ the t erminus
o f ' the Pa lmers ton Pa rk t ram line .

The old Cas t le of Rathmines mus t no t be confounded wi th
the modern edifice of that name in Upper Rathmin es , which,
ow ing to i t s recen t o rigin , -possess es no his tori c in teres t .
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e i ther saw the ruins himself o r ob ta i ned a des c rip tion o f them
f rom some one w ho h ad s e en them

,
w hen he wro te

Rathgar
,
upon thy broken wall

,

Now grows the l u smore rank and tal l
Wild gras s u pOn thy hea rths tone springs ,
And ivy round thy t urret c l ings
The n ight-owls through thy arches sweep

,

Thy moa t d ried up
,
thy towers a heap

,

Blackened
,
and charr

’

d and deso late
The t ravelle r ma rvels at thy fat e 11 11

The Ca s tles of Ra thmines and Ra thga r mus t bo th have
s uffered cons iderable i nj ury a t the Bat tle o f Ra thmines

,
having

b ee n occupied and defended by part i es of fugit ives from Lo rd
Inchiq u in

’

s portion of the Roya lis t army . This batt le i s ful ly
d es cribed in the s ucc eeding chapter .
I n M arch

,
1798 , a bruta l murder took p lace at Ra thga r House ,

which s tood on the s i te now occupied by Oaklands
,
Highfield

Road . The gat e-l odge of that hous e
,
s i tuat ed in w ha t w as

t hen a very lonely neighbourhood
,
w as at tacked in the middle

of the n ight by three men
,
who having some grudge aga ins t th e

occupant
,
a garden er

,
af te r s ome in effectua l r es i s tance on his

part
,
fo rced thei r w ay i n to the lodge and murdered him .

The s tory of the murde r w as to ld in the Freeman’

s 7 ourna l o f
M arch 17 th, 1798 , i n the fol lowing w o rds

Yes terday morning
,
abou t two o ’clo ck

,
a numerous b an

d i t t i
,
sa id to be fo rty in number, at tacked the coun try hous e

of Char les Farr en
,
Esq .

,
which is s i tuated n ea r Ra thmines

Road
,
adj o in ing the avenue that l eads to Rathfarnham Road .

They fi rs t en te red the ga rdener’s lodge
,
i n which w as a poor

man
,
i n the s ervic e of M r Fa rren

,
named Dani el Carro ll

,

w ho giving what res is tance he could to the barba rians , they
c ruelly put him to d eath

,
and which we s ince unders tand w as

the chief purpos e for which they came to that p lace .

”

The murdere rs wer e t ri ed
,
found guil ty

,
and publicly hanged
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a t the cross— roads of Terenu re, where the Ra thmines t ram now
s tops . The Freeman’

s j ourna l of November Ist
,
1798 , gives

the following des crip t io n of the execut ion
“ Ye s te rday were execu ted on Rathfarnham road

,
at th e

en trance of the avenue leading t o Ra thga r and Ra thmines
,

Kelly
,
Rooney

,
and O

’Donnell , who h ad been ga rdene rs t o
gen tlemen in tha t n eighbourhood

,
and h ad perp etrat ed a

mos t barbarous murd er on a poo r
,
inoffens ive man

,
named

Carroll
,
cart er to Charle s Farren , Esq .

The above male fa c to rs were conducted from Kilma inh am
Ja i l a long the Cir cular Road

,
and through Rathmines

,
to the

place of ex ecut io n by the High Sheriff of the County of

Dublin
,
ac companied by troops of the Rathfarnham and

Crumlin Cavalry . The pea santry who were spec tato rs
s eemed to h ave no pi ty fo r them

,
and bel ieved they were

guilty
,
though thes e criminals den ied the fac t . The blood y

Shir t of poo r Carrol l
,
w h o had been murdered

,
w as placed in

front of the ca rt befo re them on the w ay to the p lace o f

execut ion . Jus t befo re they were turned off
,
Kelly and

Rooney shook hands the fo rmer appeared in much t rep id a
t ion . After hanging the usua l t ime

,
they were cu t down

,

and thei r bodies conveyed t o Surgeons ’ Hall fo r dis s e c tion
,

conson ant to the let te r of the law .

”

The numerous bandi t t i des c ri bed as part i cipato rs i n thi s
c rime exis ted only i n the imagin at ion of the prison e r Kelly

,

w ho w as M r . Farren ’s gardener and i t would appear that a ft e r
the murde r

,
the ru ffians w ho h ad been engaged in i t

,
plundered

the wine cel lar and carr ied off a q uanti ty of l iq uo r to thei r
homes . The o rigin of the foul d eed s eems to have been a

complain t made aga ins t Kelly to h is emp loyc r by the murdered
man

,
Carrol l

,
whom Kelly when s laying him

,
desc ri bed as

an Orangeman .

”

M r . Farren w as Deputy Cle rk of the Pleas in the Cour t o f
Exchequer .
The impos ing pres ence of the Rathfarnham and Crumlin
Caval ry

,
t roops of which i t is S tated fo rmed the e sco rt in
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the pro ces s ion
,
w as probably cons idered neces sary to overawe

any of the peasan try of Rathmines and Rathgar w ho migh t
have been sympa thi s e rs or friends of the condemned men

,
as

the crime a t tra c ted a grea t deal of at t en tion in the locali ty,
and appears to have been

,
to some exten t a t l eas t , t inged by

the hea ted poli t i cal feelings of the pe riod
I t Should be Obs erved tha t the rou te o f

’

the pro ces s ion w as by
Rathmines Road

,
Upper RathmInes

,
Highfield Road— pas t the

T .1e O ld Fo rd nea r Temp leogu e.

(19 3 6)

s cene of the murd er— to the cros s- roads a t Te renure , Rathga r
Road no t being then in exis tence .

The whole o ccurren ce with i ts inciden tal s urroundings
a ffo rds an i n teres ting glimpse of the methods of j us t i ce whi ch
preva i l ed at the clos e of the 18 th century

,
as well as of the

c ondi t ion
,
a t tha t t ime

,
of the now populous and flourishing

subu rbs o f Ra thmines and Rathgar .
Adj o ining Ra thgar i s the village of Roundtown

,
the name

o f whi ch h as, i n re cent years , being almos t en tir ely supers eded
by Terenure

,

” the anci en t t it le of the lo ca li ty . The name
Roundtown ” i s of mod ern da t e

,
and evidently o riginated
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I f des i red. before cro ss ing the river , a vis i t may be pa id to
Sp aw ell House

,
a qua in t

,
o ld — fashioned dwelling

,
with numerous

windows and ‘high chimneys
,
on the grounds of which

,
as the

name indica tes
,
is s i tua ted the on ce famous sp a of Templeogue,

where the wea l th
,
the beauty and the fashion of Dublin were

won t t o a s s emb le one hundred and eighty years ago . The

entran ce to the grounds is n ow by an i ron ga te on the Tallaght
road, but w as then Oppos i te the old church of Templeogue ,
and a long avenue of s tat ely elms led up to the hous e . The
Dodd er did not then How so clos e to the p lac e

,
a long bend i n

i ts cours e having been s t ra ighten ed by the Dra inage Com
miss ione rs i n 1846. The s i te of the sp a i s marked by a s em i
c ir cula r amphithea t re

,
Where there w as formerly a large Whi t e

tho rn t ree that h as gone the w ay of i t s compan ions
,
the elms ,

but a ci rcula r s tone s ea t which surrounded i t s t il l r ema in s .
The spa i s now covered over, a s light depres s ion in the ground
marking the a ctua l spo t

,
and the wa t er flows und erground t o

the bank of the rive r adj o in ing
,
where i t can be s een and ta s t ed

i f des ired
,
but it s chalybea te qual i t ies fo r which i t w as on ce so

no ted have en ti re ly disappeared . According to Dr . Rut ty,
the n a tura l i s t

,
i t lo s t its propert ie s as a sp a b etween the y ea rs

1749 and 1751 .

This pla ce w as
,
i n it s hey-d ay, of s uch fashionable impor tance

tha t there w as a weekly pape r of
.

e ight pages
,
cal l ed

Templeogue Intelligencer, devo ted to the doings and fro lick ing ;
of the spa drinke rs , which i t o ften chroni cl ed in wha t would
b e consid ered very pla in sp eaking nowadays . A few numbers
o f this cu rious product ion a re p res erved in the Ha liday

Pampblet; i n the Roy a l I r ish Academy , as als o a bal lad , o fwhich
the following ve rs es are ex t racts

THE TEMPLEOGUE BALLAD .

(Pri nted a t the Cherry— t ree
,
Rathfarnh am ,

17 30. and dedi cated
t o the w orthy M anager

, M r . Benson . )

To tbe tune of 7 0 you fa ir Iad z
'

e; now a t band .

Ye Dublin ladies tha t a ttend
This plac e of mirth and fame ,
My s ong or pra is e or d i s commend,
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As you approv e my theme ;
’Tis you tha t make th e poe t si ng

,

The sub j ec t ’s bu t a t r ivial thi ng .

With a fal
,
lal la

,
St c .

‘

Tho se damsels tha t were u sed o f la t e
To r is e when some h ad di ned ,
Now l eave thei r t oi l et s p leas i ng s ea t
For air that’s unconfined .

On M ondays r is e by six, oh s t range ,
Wha t s t ubborn heart s can ’t mus i c change

With a fa] , lal la , &c .

Th e c oxcombs tha t o ffi cic u s wai t
V

V

ith -ke tt les i n thei r hands
,

And walk abou t from s ea t t o s ea t
To see who ’t i s commands ,
I f sm iles won t p av fo r al l thei r pa in ,
Another t ime th e r es t they ’l l ga in .

Wi th a fa l , lal la , &c .

My brothe r bard , whos e hones t hea rt
St i l l props our fa ll ing s tat e ,
And s t rives with j udgmen t and with ar t ,

T’
aver t impending fat e ;

Who sp eaks so much , so l i t t l e ga in s ,
Jus t honour cla ims for all his pa in s .

Wi th a fal , lal la , &c .

To him
,
0 Templeogu e , i s due

Thy pra i s e and fame renowned ,
Had he no t b een thy pa t ron t rue ,
Thy well h ad not b een found
Thy wate rs might have s il ent sp rung ,
Nor yet by him or me b e sung .

Wi th a fal , la l la , Si c .
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Ye Dub lin Cit t s , whose thoughtles s s ouls
I nclin e ye t o be bli nd ,
Whos e knowledge ends in b rimming bow ls

,

These
.

my las t say i ngs , mind
Where fops unnumbered p ay thei r cou rt ,
Let no t y ou r p re tty girls reso r t .

Wi th a fa l
,
lal la

, &c .

Nearly oppos i t e Sp aw e ll House
,
on the other s ide of the

rive r and c los e to the o ld ford , there w as
,
in t he eighteenth

cen t u ry
,
a small hous e bes ide the ‘

o ld road
,
known as Cherry

t ree . Long aft erwards i t w as enlarged and parti a lly rebui l t .
whereupon the n ame w as a lt e red to Cherryfield

,
i t s pr es en t

d es ignat ion . This
,
d oubtless

,
w as

“ The Cher ry- t re e
,

Rathfa rnham ,
where the a bove bal lad w as print ed

,

Rathfarnham p robably having been the posta l addres s .
The hous e can b e s een from bo th the Fi rhous e and Ta llaght
roads .
The hour for a s s emb ling a t the Sp a w as eight o ’c lo ck a .m .

,

and as t h e j ourney from town occupi ed ab ou t an hou r
,
it s

pat rons h ad to ris e s oon a fte r six, so tha t in addit ion to what
ever benefit s they d e rived from drinking the wat ers

,
i t ob liged

them to keep regular hou rs and to go t o bed early ins t ead of

s pending ha lf the night gambling and drinki ng
, as w a s customa ry

in thes e hard - l ivi ng t imes .

Leaving Sp aw ell and t he memori es o f it s vanished revels
,

we cro s s the Dodder by the old fo rd
,
al ready al luded t o

,
l eading

to the F irhous e road , and next pa s s , on ou r l e f t
,
Delaforde

Hous e
,
a road s ide hos t elry in the eight eenth century

,
bu t now

a cons id e rable dis tanc e from the road , which w as a l t ered
about a hundred years ago by a M r . Bermingham

,
who bought

the place
,
c onvert ed i t into a priva t e res idenc e

,
and mad e

the al t e rat ion to l eave room for a lawn in fron t of h is hous e
.

He la id ou t the grounds i n ornamen ta l fashion
, and changed

the old name of the plac e from Cland arrig to Sp ringfield ,
which w as in turn a l t e red to it s p resen t name .
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con s iderab ly ti ll i t r eaches Boh ernab reena Chapel , pi ctu r es

q u ely s itua ted on an emin enc e over the river
From the Chapel a s t eep des cen t conducts us t o Boh erna

breena B ridge
,
fo rmerly a pictu resqu e s t ruc tu re

,
bu t disfigured

i n recen t years by an i ron wa t er ma in la id acros s i t
,
and by

the con s equent los s of it s ivy, which gave i t an app earance of
r es pe c table ant iqui ty, a lthough it i s only about 80 years old .

There is a remarkably p ret ty vi ew from this b ridge looking
up the Glennasmol e va lley, with i t s wooded and fu rze-clad
river “ s lope s

, th e
’

t ow ering form of Seechon, and the lit tle
cot tages n es tling along the mountain s id e .

“

On the l ef t is Friarstow n Hous e
, in the grounds of which

a lit t le'

s t ream d es cends through a dens ely wooded glen , abound”

1ng '

1n m in i atu re grott oes and ca scades
,
and having at it s head

an a rtificia l lake .

After l eaving the road a t once commences t o
ascend through Bal linascorney Gap , and we ob ta i n a more
extended v i ew of Glennasmole and the adj oin ing moun tai ns .
At the far end of the va l ley is Kip pu r e, on whos e dark, deeply
furrowed slop es the infan t Dodder

,
and it s t r ibutary s t reams

,

Slade Brook and Co t Brook , take thei r o rigin . The Dodde r
val ley from here appears t o grea t advan tage ,

‘

just b efor e the
510p es of’ Slievenab awnogu e shu t i t off from the Vi ew . Th e

road now rises con ti nuous ly, am id surroundings which grow
wilder and wilde r as we as cend , while a lmos t the w hole my
t o the t op can b e

'

h eard the p lash and
°

mu rmu r of a turbu len t
li tt le s t ream tha t emp ties i t s elf i nt o the Dodder oppos i te
Friars town glen . As we app roach the t op of the road , t o th e

right will b e s een the t rack of an older on e
,
forming a loop

with the modern road
,
the a l t erat ion in it s cours e having b een

made to gradua t e the as cen t .
The view from the top , eas twa rds , i n cludes on ly th e t ract

vis ib le between the hil ls of Knockannavinid ee and Slievena

b aw nogu e, compr i s ing the s ou thern port ion o f the Dub li n
suburbs , the whole South Wa l l from Rings end t o Poolb eg ;

beyond thes e
,
Howth , with the Bai l ey j us t shut ou t of vi ew

,
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I reland ’s Eye
,
Sutton with it s bright rows of pret ty vi llas ;

and to the left , Lamb ay I s land . Nearer
,
and to the right ,

i s M oun t Peli er , surmoun ted by i t s conspi cuous ruin .

At the top of the Gap , wher e the road branches off on the
le ft t o Kilb rid e Camp , i s a grani t e cross , evidently of modern
dat e

,
but of whos e origi n nothing i s known in th e n eighbou r

hood . Some dis tanc e b eyond the t op wil l b e s een , lower
d own on the oppos it e s id e of th e vall ey, Ballinascorney Hous e ,
pl easantly s it ua ted in the sh el t e r of i t s woods

,
over which

ri s e s w hat i s loca lly known as The Black Hill . ” This hous e
w as formerly ca lled D illon Lodge, having b een erec ted as a

shoot i ng lodge by the Dillons of Belgard early in the eight eenth
century . Some of Robert Emmet’s pa rty took possession

‘

of

i t i n 1803 , t o the grea t alarm of the inmat es
,
w ho were . however

,

t rea ted with the grea t es t cou rt esy b y the party, and suffe red
no fu rthe r in j ury than the consump t ion of the cont ent s of

thei r pant ri es . Abou t 1860 , M aj o r Knox , the p rop rieto r of

the [r im Timer, lived in th is h ous e , and gave numerou s
en ter tainment s the re, taking h is gues t s ou t from town in a

fou r-ho rs e d rag
,
and providing mus i c fo r the fes t ivi ti es by

a b ras s band o rganis ed b y himself .

From the s ummi t o f t he Gap th e road wi nds a l ong the
northernmp e of a fine open va ll e y with the Black Hill and the
toweri ng fo rm o f Seechon on th e l e ft

,
and Knockannavinid ee

and Ta l lagh t Hil l on th e right .

At a d is tan ce of te n m i l es from Terenu re
,
by th e rou te

d es c ri b ed here in , the road m eet s the Bl es s i ngton St eam Tram
w ay a t B ri t ta s Inn, w henc e th e re tu rn j ou rney to Terenu re
ma y b e mad e by t ram .

The fol low i ng autho ri t i es we re c ons ult ed in the p repara t io n
o f this chapt e r z— Hand cock

’

s Hirtory a nd Antiquitier 0/
Ta llaght St . Ca tber z

'

ne
’

r B elly
, by W. T . M eyler ; Wakeman ’s

Old Dubl in,
Pa rt I I . ; Pe tty

’s , Rocqu e
’s and Duncan’s M ap ;

and the Ordna nce SurveyM ap



CHAPTER XV I I I

THE BATTLE O F RATHMINES AND BAGGOTRATH

HE mos t no tabl e even t i n the annals o f Rathmin es
w as th e ba tt le in 1649, during the Civ il Wa r b etween
th e Rovalist s and th e Parliamen tarian s . Dub lin w as

then a smal l Ci ty— much smal l e r
,
indeed than the Rathmines

Township at the p resen t d ay —and , i f we take Sp eed
’s M ap

of — 16Io as a guide
,
may b e said t o have b een a lmos t w hol ly

comp ri s ed w i th in a boundary d rawn as follows —Bow Street
,

St . M ichan’
s Church

,
M ary’s Abbey

,
and thence ob liquely

acros s the rive r t o the Coll ege , Grafton St reet , Pet e r S t reet ,
St . Pa t ri ck ’s Cathedra l , Francis S tr eet , Thomas S t ree t

,
and

James ’s S t ree t .

I n thos e days Rathmines w as fa r out i n the count ry , laid
ou t i n fi elds

,
pas tu res -and t i llage land s , w i th perhaps oc cas io nal

was t e patches covered by fu rze o r b racken . There does no t
appea r t o haveb een any vi llage the re a t the t ime , and we may

suppos e the dis t ri c t b etween Rathmine s Cas t le and the ci ty
t o hav e b een in t e rspe rsed wi th co t tages and farm hous es
adj oining the two highways now known as the Rathmin es and
Ranelagh roads . Vi ewed acro ss the open coun try to the s outh
w ard w as an u nbroken panoram a o f the mounta ins

,
w hich

,

how ever , peaceful looki ng , were full o f menace t o the low lands ,
owing to the spo ils exac ted by the mounta i ny men i n thei r
frequen t ra ids u pon the fer ti le t ra ct lyi ng b e tween th em and

the metropol is .
The roads which t rave rs ed the dis t ri c t i n which the ba t t le

w as fought coin cided a lmos t exact ly with the modern rout es
from the ci ty through the fo llowing lo ca l i t i es Po rtobello

,

Rathmines
,
Upper Rathmines

, Dar try Road
,
M ill town ;

18 2
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(2) Charlo t t e S t reet , Charlemon t St reet
,
Ran elagh

,
Clon

skeagh ; (3) S tephen
’s Gr een , Lower and Upper Leeson

St reet , M oreh amp t on Road , Donnybrook ; (4) Stephen
’s

G r een , Baggot St reet , Pembroke Road , B a ll s br idge , M err ion .

Bes ides thes e there w as a path or t rack diverging from Rath
min es Road, fo llowing the rout e of the p resen t M ou ntp leasant

Avenue , Palmerston Road , and the foot pas sages therefrom
,

via Richmond Avenue to"

M i l ltown Stat ion and M i lltown .

This o ld fiel d -path su rvived in par t up to about forty years
ago , and i s s t il l remembered by many .

Routes (I) and (2) d iverged at the p lace formerly known as

The Bl eeding Hors e
,

” from an o ld i nn tha t s t ood a t the
j unc tion of Charlo t t e S t ree t and Camden S t ree t . 12

Thes e rou tes wil l b e found to lerably well marked in Pe tty’s
M aps of tbe Down Survey (circa and Rocque ’s M aps

of Dublin and its Environ: (17 56, Although the su rvey
for Rocque’s M ap w as made abou t 100 years a fter t he ba tt le ,
there is no reas on to s uppo s e that any great a l t e ra t i on had
taken place i n the mai n roads during tha t in terva l .
No cros s roads are marked i n ei ther of thes e maps , and

commun ica t ion between the mai n thoroughfares w as probably
by means of rough lan es and t racks a cros s th e fi elds

,
u sed

prin cipal ly b y farmers and others res iding i n the d i s t ri c t
An a l lus ion t o thes e lanes is t o b e found in a l e tt e r wri t te n by
S i r james Dyve , a Royal i s t , who fought in the bat t l e , to the
M arques s of Newcas t le

,
in which i t i s s tat ed tha t the only w ay

of reaching the camp at Rathmin es from the c ity w as by a

number of
“
avenues .”

When the M arques s of Ormond e , as Commander i n Chief of
the Roya lis t Army in I reland , t ook the field in 1649, Dubli n
w as held b y a Pa rliamentary garr is on u nder command of
Colonel Jon es

,
a skil led and exp er ien ced o ffi ce r . Natu ra lly

the me tropoli s w as the fi rs t plac e which Ormonde s ele ct ed

for a ttack , and w i th that ob j e ct he marched from Kilke nny,
reachi ng Ca s t lekno ck on the l t Jun e , and moving next

d ay to Finglas , from which he carri ed on some desu ltory
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opera t ions aga in s t the north s ide of the c i ty . Accordi ng t o

a s tat eme nt i n a l et t e r to King Charle s I I . ,
w ri tt en by Ormonde

a ft er his d efeat , the t otal fo rces which he h ad a t his disposal
fo r the i nves tment of Dublin numbered hors e and

foot . But
,
i n the Fi rs t Append ix t oWals h’s Ir irb Remonrtrance,

&c . ,
Ormonde ment ions that a fter the d efeat he s en t word

to the port ion of his a rmy at Finglas t o retreat t o Drogheda
and Trim ,

from which i t would appear that hi s en ti re forces
were no t engaged i n thi s a ction . He a ls o s ta tes that his a rmy
encamped a t Rathmi n es

that of ] one
's
,
and Ludlow in h isM emoirs es timat es the s trength

of Jon es ’s forc e engaged to have b een b etween and

The ci ty w as t hen in a very unfi t s tat e t o s us ta i n a prolonged
s iege— it w as no t properly fortified , and the garrison w as i n
se rious s t ra i t s for provis ions , b es ides b ei ng much inferio r in
point of numbers and equ ipmen t t o the to ta l force s of thei r
adversar ie s . One o f the offi ce rs o f the garri son , i n a le tt er
wri t te n t o his b rother in London , s tat es tha t whea t w as s el ling
at £5 103 . a quar ter (504 rye at £4 105. a quar ter
and chees e at 9d . a pound ; and he adds that there w as a

grea t s carci ty of provis ions even at those pri ces
,
and l es s money

wherewith to buy them .

It should b e remembered that
money w as then s ome four o r five t imes i t s presen t valu e .

This o ffi ce r es t imated the s t rength of the garrison at about
in clud i ng the inhab itant s (he probably meant thos e

b ea ring a rms) , and that of the b es iegers a t about
Ormonde may have b een unaware o f the s er ious plight of

the city indeed i t i s diffi cult othe rwis e t o expla in h is prolonged

w as not more numerous than

i nact ivi ty w hich al lowed time for suppli es and rei nfo rcemen ts
to b e sen t from England

, and enabled the b el eaguered garris on
to s t rengthen thei r for tificat ions . Wha tever may have b een
his reas ons , h owever , he took no d ecis ive s teps unt i l the clos e
o f July, when he marched to Rathmines and encamped s ome
w he re on the high grou nd lyi ng b etween the loca li t i es now
known as Pa lmers town Park and Ran elagh . He then cu t o ff

the wat er s upply the old ‘ ci ty w a t ercou rs e which s tarts
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When Jones recognis ed the Ob j ec t o f the b esiege rs ’ movements
n ear the cas t le

,
he cons idered the ri sk of d elay so grea t that he

d et ermined - to s t rike at once
,
and with that Obj ect deployed

a large fo rce O f cava lry and i n fan try b ehind h is for t ifica t ions
a t Low sy Hill , now Town s end S tree t . Ormonde

,
Obs erving

thi s movement , dra ft ed the bulk of his t roops ove r towards
Baggo t rath , plan t ed some a r ti ll ery on Ga ll ows Hill (now
M oun t Str ee t) , and is sued ord ers t o the whole army t o prepare
for ac ti on . He then as s igned pos t s t o h is commanding O ffi cers ,
and

,
having been up all the p revi ous -night wri ti ng d espat ches

,

rode back to his camp
,
which he reached about 9 o

’clock
,

t o take some res t
,
i n ord er tha t he might b e ready fo r the a cti on

which he expected tha t d ay . (Ormond e
’
s le tte rs t o King

Charl es I I .)
M eanwhil e Jones , by making the u tmos t has t e with his

preparat ions , w as enabl ed t o commence his advan ce by9 o
’clock

,

and about an hour la t er
,
s udden ly a t ta cked and u t t erlv routed

the right wing of Ormond e
’
s army at the cas tl e

,
some of the

fugi tives flying towards the mai n body and O thers t owa rds
the mounta in s ; Ormonde

,
awakened by fi ring

,
w hi ch as

he s tat es hims elf
,
he j udged t o b e much n earer than Baggot rath ,

rr shed from hi s tent , bu t before he could even mount hi s hors e ,
l earn ed that hi s men h ad b een beaten ou t o f Baggo t rath ,
that S i r Wi l liam Vaughan h ad b een kil led , and th e cava lry
und er h is command who w ere supporti ng the Operat ion s at

th e cas t l e , rou ted . This body of cava lry , S ir Lewi s Dyve
i n his l e tt er s tates

,
h ad been s ta t ioned upon a large pl owed

“ fi eld looki ng towa rds th e Cas t l e of Dublin .

”

The portion of the army n ea rer to Ormond e
’
s camp

,
except

the two regiment s command ed by his b rother and Colonel
Reilly , b ecame d emora li s ed when they saw th e Others in ret reat ,
and ran away without even facing the enemy, notwiths tanding
the effort s o f Ormonde and his O ffi cers t o ral ly them

,
and the

Pa rl iamenta ry t roops gain ed field afte r fi eld unt il at las t they .

reached t h e a rti l lery . Here Ormonde with the regiment s
mentioned , together w i th a force o f i n fantry und e r Colonel
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Gifford, appears t o have made a la s t despe rat e s tand, fac ing th e
Parl iamentarians as t hey came ou t from the ci ty

,
when a pa rty

of Jon es ’s caval ry that h ad got on the M i ll town path or road
,

by riding round or cro s s ing the coun try unob served , a t tacked
t hem in the rea r

,
while a further body of in fan try advan ced

again s t them in front , and then , t o u se Ormond e
’

s ow n word s
Some call ed fo r quarte r , s ome threw away thei r a rms and

some con ti nued sh oo ting . Th en we qui t the fi eld
,
and

endeavou red (but i n va in) s evera l t imes t o rally the hors e .

He adds that he followed the caval ry for twelv e mil es in the
h ope of checking thei r re t reat . (Wa lsh ’s Ir irb Remonrtrance,
Ist Appendix

,
p . I I I . ) He then fel t that h e h ad no a lternat iv e

bu t t o make good hi s e s cape wes tward
,
l eaving h is a r til l ery

,

ammuni t ion and t reas u re in the hands o f the enemy . During
the engagemen t he w as s truck by a musket bal l

,
bu t the s up er ior

qua l i ty of his armour saved h im from in j ury .

I n one of Ormond e
’
s l e t te rs t o the King

,
i n which he a lmos t

c la ims the vi ctory
,
he men tion s the fac t tha t h is men were

great ly agi ta ted by th e rumour tha t Cromwell h ad landed
in Dublin

,
a lthough he (Ormonde) knew tha t the s to ry w as

bas e les s , and h ad b een c i rcu la ted with the Obj ec t of demora lis i ng
his men .

Jon es , i n h is despa tch da ted l 1th Augus t
,
1649, reporti ng

th e r esu lt to the Coun c i l O f S ta te
,
gives a detailed l is t of th e

arti ll ery and prison ers cap tured in the ba t tl e, and s ta tes that
the engagemen t las t ed two hours Among the prison ers
men ti oned are

Wi l l iam Cunningham ,
a noted reb el . [Each party

ca ll ed th e other reb e ls in thi s w ar ]
M r . Baggo t , Deputy Paymas te r .
M r . John Herb er t , s ervan t t o the p re tended King , w ho

landed a t Ga lway abou t six davs s in c e with the King’s hous e
ho ld goods . ”

Two Of the cannon captured are des c rib ed as follovv3 °

One squa re b ras s d em i-cu lverin
,
weighing two thou sand

eight hundred pounds
,
her length e leven fee t four i nche5>

her bul le t weighing twelve pounds .

”
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One b ras s mortar p iec e , weighi ng nin e hundred and twenty
s even pounds

,
her shell weighi ng one hundred pounds .”

Owing to exaggera ti on and misrepresen tat i on on bo th s ide s
i s i s not easy to form an a ccu ra t e es t ima t e o f the numb er kil led
it w as probably b etween and

A number of the Royal i s t troops under Lord Inch iqu in
’
s

c ommand
,
who h ad taken refuge in the cas t le s of Rathmines

and Ra thgar
,
su rrendered on b eing offered quar t er , and

promis ing fa i thfulness
,

” t ook up a rms i n the Parliamentary
s ervi ce . (Jon es

’s le tter t o th e Coun c i l O f S ta t e .) Of th is
i ncident

,
Ludlow gives the fol lowing ac coun t i n h is M emoirr

Colon el Jon es pursued him [Ormonde] c lo s e , finding lit t le .

Oppos i tion ,
excep t from a party o f Lord Inchiq u in

’
s hors e

tha t h ad formerly s erved the Par l iamen t , w ho defended a pa s s
a pas sage] fo r some time , but were aft er s ome d ispu te

broken and fo r ced t o fly . Having rou ted thes e , he marched
with all diligen ce up to the wa lls O f Rathmin es [Cas t le] ,
which were abou t s ix t een feet high , and con ta in i ng about
ten acres of ground

,
where many of the en emy’s foo t had

shu t up thems elves bu t p erceivmg th eir a rmy to b e en ti rely
rou ted

,
and thei r Gen era l fl ed

,
they yielded themselves

pr is on ers . Afte r this
,

ou r men con tinued their pu rsu it ,
fo und a party of ab out tw o thou sand foo t of the Lord
Inch iq u in

’
s
,
i n a grove b elonging to Ra thgar [Cas t le] , who

a f ter some defen ce
,
ob tain ed cond i t ions for thei r lives ;

4

and the next d ay mos t of them took up arms in ou r s ervice .

As s tated i n the preceding chapter , the ca s t le Of Rathmines
s tood on the s i t e now occupi ed by the hou s e known as The
Orchards

,

” Pa lmer st on Park , and that of Ra thgar , on the ground
immediat ely ad j o in ing th e t op of the modern Rathgar Ro ad
and th e beginn ing of the Orwell Road .

The p rin cipa l grounds for suppos ing the s i te Of Ormond e
’
s

c amp to have b een b e tween Pa lmers t on Park and Ran elagh
a re the s ta t ement s of bo th par ti es tha t h e encamped
at Rathmines , and (2) tha t h is camp w as a mile (I rish measu re)
from Baggo t ra th Cas t l e . (l r irb Remonrtr ance, Si r Lewis
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c orrespondenc e and na rrat ives i n connect ion with this battl e
i s tha t from the out s e t the result w as a foregon e con clus i on ,
Jon es

’s for ces b eing well di s cipl ined and sk i lfu lly handled ,
w hile thos e of O rmond e

’
s were honeycombed w i th t rea chery

and diss ens ion , command ed by inexp erien ced o fficers
, .and

l acked the cohes ion and enthusiasm essent ia l t o s u cc ess . There

even s eems to have b een a suspi c ion that the Confedera t ion
o f Kilkenny , with which Ormonde w as then co -Opera t ing,
w as des irous that he shou ld no t achieve t oo great a su cces s,
and that this w as the explanat i on of the many act s of t reachery
t hat came t o l ight in connection with this engagement . I t
shou ld a ls o b e remembered that a large port ion of Ormond e

’
s

army mus t have b een composed o fmen who h ad fou ght aga ins t
him in the Insurr ect ion of 1641- 2 .

The Vi c t ory o f the Parliamentarians w as complet e and

d ecis ive ; it -broke up the Roy a li s t a rmy and rais ed the s iege
o f Dublin . Ormond e aband on ed all hope when Cromw ell
landed i n Dublin a fortn ight lat er

, and the following year
re ti red t o the Con tin en t whe re he remain ed until the
Res t orat i on .

The fo llow ing authorit i es have b een con sul ted in the p repara
ti on o f this chapt er z— Dr . El rington Ball ’s Hirtory of tbe County
o/ Dubl in Dalt on’s Hirtory of ibe County Dubl in ; Ca rt e’s
Life of Ormonde Lud low ’s IVIemoirr Wa lsh ’s [r irb Remon
rtra uce, &c . ; Ormond e

’
s two l et t ers to King Charl es I I .

,

w ri tt en afte r the batt l e Colonel Jones ’s l e tt er t o the Coun cil o f
S ta t e o f 1 l th Augus t

,
1649 ; Two l et t ers from a Colonel i n

D ub lin duri ng the s iege t o his b rother
,
a merchant in London

,

and other tract s in the Thorp e Coll ec t ion .



CHAPTER XIX

HAROLD ’

S CRO SS , CRUMLIN,
THE GREEN HILLS ,

TALLAGHT AND O LDBAWN

HE earli es t informa t ion avai labl e concerning Ha rold ’s
Cros s would go to show tha t i t fo rmed po rt ion of the
poss ess ions of the powerfu l s ept of the Harold s

,
whose

hou se o r cas tl e s tood a t Harold’s Grange , n ear the foo t of

Kilmash ogu e M oun ta in , and tha t from ancien t t imes a common
or green exi s ted here on which a ga llows w as ma in ta ined by the
Archbi shop of Dublin for the execu t ion of c rimina ls .

Afte r the invas ion
,
as s oon as the c oun t ry ly i ng immedia t ely

outs ide the c ity wa lls h ad become suffi cien tly s e ttl ed t o live in,

this n eighbourhood began t o b e coloni s ed by some Of the
poorer clas s es from the ci ty

,
whos e d e scendan ts

,
for hundred s

of vears a fte rwa rd s
,
l ived i n the manner Of th e origina l s e t tl e

men t —v1z . , W i th thei r cab in s a ll round the common , on whi ch
they r eared thei r child ren , th ei r ca ttl e , thei r goats , and thei r
poult
About the midd l e O f the 18 th

,
and well in to

’the l gth century ,
Haro ld ’s Cros s b egan t o imp rove considerab ly in con sequence
o f i t s repu tat ion as a ru ra l s anato rium . I n the Diary of a
Dublin lady in the reign ofGeo rge L ,

” publi shed in the yourna l
of ibe Roya l Society of Antiqua ries for 1898 , i t 18 s ta ted tha t
sh e t ook lodgings there in 1754, paying 155. a week

,
for which

sh e h ad tw o middl e rooms , the s t re et clos et , us e of the parlou r
and ki tchen , with a b ed fo r my man s e rvant the da i ry

,
and

l eave to walk when we pleas e in the garden . M any of th e
town sfolk s en t de li cat e chi ld ren there to b e nurs ed , and the
pare nt s going ou t on Sundays t o vi s i t them ,

and perhaps
d in ing in rus ti c fashion there , in i t iat ed a clo se i nt imacy be tween

19 I
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the ci ty and the rura l vi llage Of Haro ld ’s Cros s as i t then w as
,

with i t s i nvigora ti ng b reezes b lowing s t raight down from the
mounta ins . In due time some Of th e ci t izens pu rchas ed the
i nt eres t O f v i llagers

,
erect ing comfortab le house s on the s i t e s

of the Old mud cab ins
, and thus commenced the convers ion

o f Haro ld ’s Cros s into -

a suburb —~a proces s tha t might have
continu ed to the pres en t d ay h ad i t no t b een for the es tablish
ment of M ount Jerome Cemet erv ,

’

w hich act ed like a blight
on the neighbourhood

,
and arres ted all fu rther progress .

Harold ’

s Cros s in 18 3 2 .

(F rom Th e Dubl in Penny

As might b e expe cted w ith a loca l i ty li ke Haro ld ’s Cross
,

which h as become all but in co rpora t ed wi th the city, very li ttl e
of i t s ancien t ind ividua lity , ei the r in cus toms or t raditions

,

h as survived to the p resen t d ay. A M aypol e formerly s tood
on the Green , and the M ay spo rts were annually held there
amid much enthusiasm ,

a ceremonia l whi ch may poss ibly be
remembered by some of the O ld er inhabi tant s . The origina l
pol e s t ood beside the road , Oppos i t e the ent ran ce t o M ount
Jerome Cemet ery

,
and rema ined there un til 18 20

,
when i t

h ad t o b e taken down i n consequen ce of it s d ecayed and

dangerous cond i t i on . I t w as replaced by a ta ll. p Op lar po le
of unfin ished appea rance , which , however , s erved i t s purpos e
for s everal y ea rs a ft erwards . In 18 36, the publi can s of the
lo ca li ty , d es i rous , from inter es ted motives , of rev iving the
an cien t glorie s of the M ay spo rts , s ubs crib ed the cos t o f a new

M aypole , which w as ga i ly d ecorat ed with ribbons and s tr eamers
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are so rapidly sp ringing u p in this n eighbourhood that i t
cannot hope t o reta in much longer it s rura l character . We

take the s eco nd t urn t o the right on th i s road
,
and en te r a

na rrow winding coun try lane call ed The Capta i n ’s Lane
,

”

from which a re Ob ta i ned glimps es Of the mounta in s on th e left
and of the wes t ern port ion s o f the c ity on the right . At the
end of thi s lan e we turn t o the right int o Crumlin

,
s t il l a count ry

village, n otwiths tand i ng i ts proximity to the c i ty, and formerly

D1imnagh Ca s t le.

not ed for i t s hors e races , which ceased on the en closu re of the
extens ive commons by Act o f Par li amen t ea rlv i n the la s t
cen tury . In 1594 Wal t er Reagh Fi tzgera ld

,
i n command Of

the Wi cklow in su rgent s , ra ided and burnt the whole vi l lage
,

plundered the chu rch
,
and carried away the lead Off the roof

to make bullet s . The glare o f the confiagrat ion a t t racted
noti ce i n Dublin

,
from which troopers were despat ched with

a ll poss ib l e ha s t e , bu t they arr ived t oo lat e ei ther to save the
village or cap tu re the d espoil ers . An eccles ias t i cal r eport

,

dated 1615, on the condi tion O f the parish
,
s tat es tha t the

p
ari shioners were so p oor, in consequen ce of the des t ruc tion
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of thei r p rop erty i n the raid alluded to
,
that they were unab le

yet to repa i r the chu rch .

Cruml i n w as one of the four an cie nt manors i n the County
Dub li n which were the p rop er ty of the Crown , and i n
Hollinrbecl

’

r Cbronicle we read the following qua i n t
n oti ce O f i t as su ch The M anor o f Crumlin payeth a

grea te r chief r en t t o the princ e than any of the other three,
whi ch p ro ceedeth Of this : the Sen eschal , b eing o ffended
wi th the tenan t s fo r thei r misdemeanou r

,
t ook them up very

sharply in the cou rt
,
and with rough and minat ory sp eeches

,

began to menace them . Th e lobb ish and despera t e clob

b eriou sness
,
taking the ma tt er in dudgeon , made no more

words
,
but kno cked thei r s en es cha l on the co s tard , and l eft

h im ther e
,
sp rawling on the ground fo r dead . For whi ch

d etes tabl e murder thei r ren t w as enhanced , and they p ay
at thi s day n inepen ce p er acre

,
which is double t o any Of

the oth er three M anors .

”

I t appears , accord i ng t o a documen t of 1496, tha t a c ross
w as then s t and ing i n the vi llage , bu t no tradi tion O f i t s exi s tenc e
o r s i t e h as reached the p resen t d ay. I t may , howeve r , be
men t ioned i n this conn ect ion that , from t ime immemorial

,

i t h as been the cus tom in the n eighbou rhood for fun era l
p roces s ions t o walk barehead ed round the l i ttl e t riangular
plo t o f gra s s j u s t whe re the road from the v i llage meet s the
Dolphin ’s B arn and Drimnagh road . NO reas on i s a ss igned
fo r this p rac ti c e

,
and it may poss ib ly b e the cas e tha t this

spot is the s i te
,
i f not the plac e of con cealmen t , of the vil lage

cro s s
,
bu ri ed

,
perhaps

,
duri ng troublous t imes , as i n the ca se

of the o ld cros s a t Finglas , t o s ave i t from i nj ury and d ese c ra t ion .

I t w as from his camp at Cruml in 1h at King Wi ll iam issued
his pro clamati on s topp ing the cu rrency Of the b ras s money
coined by King James , excep t at a reduced valu at ion .

Pa ss i ng ou t Of the vi llage and turn ing to the le ft at the far
end

,
we almos t a t once come i n view of the cas t le of Drimnagh ,

whi ch is i n s o much b e tt e r p rese rvat ion than mos t O f i t s con
t emporarie s tha t i t can hardly b e des crib ed as a ru in . Trac es
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of i t s on ce b road and deep fos s e , and of it s ba tt lement ed roof,
a re s till r ead i ly d i s t ingu ishable , while i t s anc i e n t doorways
and ba lus t rades , it s mass ive wa lls and s tai rcas es

,
procla im i t s

o rigina l purpos e
,
notwi ths tand i ng i t s mod ern conve rs ion to the

us es Of a dw ellinghou se . S tand i ng in a pi cture sque posi t ion
a t the head of the w indi ng Lansdowne Va ll ey, through which
the Camac rive r thr ead s i t s d evious cou rs e , the cas t l e command s
an unbroken vi ew of the mounta in s and of the fert i le count ry
extending t o thei r ba s es .
The Lansdowne Valley i s the origi na l Cru imgh linn (Crumlin) ,

meaning a crooked glen
,
from which the vil lage of Cruml in

der ives i t s name .

In 12 15Drimnagh with i t s lands came into poss es s ion Of the
great Anglo-Norman family of Barnew all by a grant from
King John

, and w as held by them for abou t 200 years
,
w hen

i t w as l eas ed to S i r Adam Loftus , n eph ew of Archbishop
Loftus

,
who bui lt Rathfarnham Cas t l e . It i s r ecorded that

Loftus cut down some O f the woods a round Drimnagh . cont rary
t o the covenan t i n the leas e , and th a t the King exp res sed h is
d i sapprobat ion thereat upon complai n t b eing made t o him
by the owner

,
Pet er Barnew all .

In immed iat ely before the Bat tl e of Rathm in es , th e
M arquess Of Ormond e w as about to o ccupy and fo rtify th is
cas tl e in pursuance of h is operation s agai ns t the Pa rliamentarians
w ho held the ci ty , but w as ult imat ely d is s uaded from the
proj ec t by his prin cipal Offi cers . Leaving Drimnagh and

t urning b ack a few paces a long the road tow ard s town , we
turn to the right along a road

,
wh i ch , i n conj unction with

that pa s s ing through Dolphin ’s B arn
,
formed the an cient

h ighway to Ta llaght fo r hund reds of y ears b efo re the con

s t ruc tion
,
in the early par t o f las t cen tu ry, o f the more di re c t

rou t e
,
from the s ou thern s id e , through Terenu re and

Templeogu e . A c ros s— roads is pres en t ly pas s ed, after which
a long as cen t commences

,
and the road at l ength at ta ins a

height Of over 200 f ee t , afford i ng a comprehens ive v i ew of the
fl a t coun try to the north and wes t . Up to about twen ty-fir e
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one above the other and both arched , communi cat ing b y a

wind i ng s tai rca se . I t must b e rememb ered
,
however , that

thi s clas s of cas t le w as m erely intended as the for tres s of the
hous ehold

,
for defen ce in cas e of a t tack

, and that i t s l imited
a ccommodat i on w as usual ly supplemented by a number of

wooden s t ructures b es ide i t for the u s e of the family and

s ervan ts .
Over the en trance t o the cas t l e, on it s wes tern s id e, i s a

smal l machi colat ion or proj ect ing ga ll ery for pouri ng melted
lead

,
bo iling wat er

,
or other s u itabl e ma tt ers on the a t tacking

party . NO t race of b awn , fos s e , or outworks can b e dis t in

gu ish ed , and i f su ch ever exi s ted they were probably very
small

, as the surround i ng land w as i n ancien t t imes an imp ass
ab le marsh

,
making approach to the cas t l e , except by the

road
,
so d ifficult a mat t er as to render outworks a lmos t um

necessary . The li tt le s t ream fl ow ing in a wind i ng cou rse
through the ad j o in ing fi elds now d rai ns the locali ty and

forms a t r ibutary t o the Podd le .

There is l i tt le Of int eres t to chroni cl e in regard t o Tymon .

In 1247 i t w as cons t i t ut ed a p rebend of S t . Pat ri ck ’s
,
and i n an

Inquis it ion o f 1547 i t i s r eferred t o as b e ing in a rui nous
conditi on

,
so that i t is remarkab le that i t h as las te d s o long

even as a ruin .

I n 1798 a pa rty Of so ldiers attacked Ba llymanagh House,
near Oldbawn , o ccupi ed b y in surgents , and k illed one of them .

The defending party then left the hous e and cros sed the fi eld s
i n the di rec t ion Of Tymon Cas t le , l eav ing the body Of thei r
comrade on the w ay. The soldie rs followed

,
and finding the

body
,
hung i t from one of the w indows of the cas t l e .

Emerging on the s t eam tram road a t Ba l rothery , there is
nothing worthy of notic e unt i l we reach the ancient vill age
of Ta ll aght , abou t a mil e fu rther . The earli es t not ices of

Tallaght dat e from a p eriod when hi st ori ca l narrat ive w as

largely blended with fable , and so remot e that i t is imposs ib le
t o place any reliance upon thei r authenti ci ty . I t S eems

,

ho vever , tha t at s ome early dat e i n the world’s his t ory
,
th e
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whole populat ion of the ad j acen t count ry , cons is t i ng of a

c olony from G reec e , were wiped ou t by pes t i len ce , and tha t
they were buri ed wholes a l e i n this n eighbou rhood . Thes e
p es tilent ial outbreaks , which are s o frequen tly recorded in the
early h is tori es of mos t count ri es

,
were doub tles s du e t o the

in san itary c ondit ions under which peopl e l ived in thos e rude
t imes .

Some confirmat ion of thes e t radit ion s abou t Tallaght is
to b e found i n the grea t number of buria l mound s , s t one c ircl es ,
ca i rns

, and other anci ent places o f sepu ltu re which
,
from

time t o t ime
,
have b een dis cov ered on the Tall aght and Saggar t

fri l ls .
Tallaght is in t eres t ing as having been for a t im e the coun t ry

res idence of the Protes tan t Archbishops of Dubli n . I n 17 29

Archb ishop Hoadley t ook down the extens ive ruins of the
ancien t Ca s t le of Ta llaght whi ch s t ood on the s it e of an earli e r
monas t ic es tab lishment

,
and with the ma terial s bu ilt a large

ep is copa l mans ion
,
thu s des c ribed by Au s tin Coop er

,
the

ant iq u t ry, i n 17 79 For a thing of the kind it is the poores t
eve r I saw . It i s a large pi ece of patchw o rk , so d evo id o f
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C either ord e r o r regulari ty that i t i s pas t d esc r ib ing .

Brew er in his Beau ties o/ Ireland gives the fo llowing
a ccount of i t as i t exi s te d short ly b efore i ts demoli t ion
The p resent s tru ctu re is a Spaciou s

,
but long and narrow,

bu ild ing
,
composed of the grey s t one of th e count ry, and i s

d es ti tu t e of p ret en s ions t o a rchi tec tu ral b eauty . The interior
con ta in s ‘ many ap artment s of ample p roporti ons

,
bu t none

that are highly embel lished . The hal l in to which the vi s ito r
is conducted by a lofty fl igh t of d oub le s t one step s in the
cen tr e Of the bu ilding measures 2 1 f eet s qu are, and is l igh ted
by two ti ers of windows . The d at e i s 17 29, and ab ove
is the cres t

,
a hawk p erched upon a round b a l l . Und ern eath

the coa t of arms is -the following insc rip tion —J Johannes
Hoad ley ,

han c domum reficit .

’ The l ib rary is a small
apar tmen t

,
having a large window , from w hi ch , as from

all the w i ndows of the recep t ion rooms
,
fine vi ews

are Ob ta in ed of M ou ntp elier Hil l and the su rrou nd ing
coun try .

”

Havi ng regard t o the above des cript ions by such writ ers
as thos e ment ioned

,
i t i s imposs ibl e not to conclude that the

well— known engraving i n pos sess ion Of the Domini can Fathers
a t Ta l laght , and reprod uced on oppos it e page, rep res en t ing
this S truc tu re as a lo rd ly pi l e of impos ing proport ions , w as

largely du e t o the 1mag1na t 1on of th e artis t who depi cted i t .

The pa lac e having fall en in to ru inous cond i t ion early in the
las t cen tu ry

,
and there being no fund s wherewith to repai r i t ,

an Act of Parliament w as pa ss ed in 182 1 dives t ing the S ee Of
the respons ibi li ty for it s main t enance . I t w as thereupon
sold t o a M aj o r Palmer

,
who t ook it down and buil t hims elf

a large hou s e out of the ma teri als . I n 1842 the s i t e w as l eas ed
to the Domini cans , w ho es tablished a large monas t ery here ,
and i n mor e recen t t imes erec t ed the handsome Church as

a memoria l t o Father Bu rke
,
the eloqu en t and d is t ingu ish ed

member of that Ord er .

Ta l laght v illage or tow n as an ou tpos t o
f the Pal e, w as , i n

early t imes
,
enclosed b y a w al l

,
towa rd s th e cons t ruct ion Of
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d efen ces , they came to an agreemen t w i th the O
’

Too les,

whereby the latter u nd ertook no t to moles t the M arches
,

from Tal laght to Wi ndgat e , at Bray, and t o defend them if
necess ary from any of th e mounta i n sept s .
This compact with the O ’

Tooles does not seem to have b een
a su cce ss , as we read that in 137 8 M athew d e Bermingham
w as sen t to Tal laght with 120 hob illers (cava lry) to r esi s t
the a ttacks of the O ’

By rnes , and i t is recorded that in the same
year John d e \Vade rec eived £20 compensat ion for the lo s s of
two hors es and other property burn t here by the O ’No lans .

I n 1538 , Archbishop Browne , who res ided here for some
years , made bi tter compla in t to the Government

,
of the t r eat

ment he r eceived from Lord Leonard Gray
,
the Lord Deputy ,

and of the Oppres s ion of his tenantry by the O ’
Tooles . I n

1540 that powerful sep t devas t ated Ta llaght and the ad j o in i ng
roya l manors of Crumlin , Saggart , and Newcas t le , laying was t e
the whole country sid e .

This ra id w as provoked by a gros s b rea ch o f fa i th on the par t
Of the Lord Deputy, who , having appoi nted a meet ing w i th
Turlough O

’

Toole
,
on the bord ers o f the County Dublin ,

proceed ed thi ther with an armed fo rc e
,
and a ft er a pre tence

of pa rleying with the I ri sh chiefta i n mad e an a t tempt to take
h im p risoner . Thi s p iece of t reachery, however , fai led , owing
t o the fl eetn es s of O ’

Too le
’
s horse

,
which outdi s tanced his

pursu ers after a chas e la s ti ng ti ll dark .

This dis creditable ac t w as one of a number of charges su b se
quen t ly b rought agai ns t Lord Deputy Gray in connect ion
wi th his governmen t of k eland . (Stat e Papers , Hen . VI I I . )
In 1662 the Churchward ens of Ta llaght were , on pet i tion

to the House of Lord s , awarded £100, to b e levied o ff the
e sta t e of a Capta i n Alland ,

who wantonly wrecked the chu rch
w hen quar t ered here with his t roop .

In 1691, according to Dean Story ’s Impa r tia l Hi:tory , a

party of rappar ees , coming n ear Ta llaght , t ook away several
hors es and fou r men b elonging to Colonel Donep

’
s regiment

of Dani sh horse . This being eas ily b el ieved could not be
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done withou t the knowledge of the inhabi tan t s of the ad j acent
villages , the Colonel ordered several of them to be taken up ,
and th reatened t o hang them all

,
unless the hors es and men

were brought back by such a day ,
which w as accord i ngly

don e , and some of the men that s tole them delive red up .

”

The an cien t cros s o f Tal laght formerly s tood at the end
of the vi l lage in the middle o f the road leading t o Oldbawn ,
and on accoun t of the t radit ions a ttachi ng to i t w as great ly
venerate d by the people ; bu t in 17 7 8 Archbishop Fowle r
removed it for the purpos e of us ing i t as building ma t erials
in the cons t ru c t ion of a bathroom a ttached t o the palace .

I t w as only when the bu ild ing w as being di smant led about
18 26tha t this act of vandal i sm w as brought home to the r ight
pers on , through the dis covery of the Shaft and pedes tal among
the ruins of the bathroom .

The extens ive gardens of the o ld palace s t ill remain , and

are kept in good order as an appanage of the monas t ery . They
conta i n an immense wa lnut t r ee hundreds of years O ld , ca lled
St . M aelru an

’
s t ree aft er the Pa tron Sai n t of Tallaght .

The Pro tes tant Church
, at the far end of the vi llage , i s

built on the s i t e
,
and part ly of the m at eria ls o f a much more

ancient edifice
,
which seems to have b een origina lly enclos ed

by a kind of circumva llat ion
,
t races of whi ch s t i ll rema in . The

old ivy- clad b el fry tower b es ide the modern s tru ctu re is portion
of the O ld chu rch which w as taken down in 1829 . In the
in t eri or Of the chu rch are a monument and memorial tablet
to S i r Timothy Allen

,
who w as Lord M ayor of Dub lin i n

1762 , and who l ived near Oldb awn in a house which h as s i n ce
been cal l ed Allenton .

S t . M aelru an
’
s pat ron

, or pat tern
, w as every year

c eleb ra ted here from a remote per iod on the 7 th Ju ly , bu t
in late r y ears the origina l Sain t ’s n ame w as l os t s igh t of

alt ogether , and rep laced by the co1rup ted form
, M ol l

Rooney,
” und er which t i tle the pa t tern con tinu ed to b e

annually held , unti l i t came to b e such a nuisanc e
,
owing to

drunkennes s and debauchery
,
tha t i t w as supp res s ed in 18 74.
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The pro ceed i ngs cons is ted i n making a kind Of effi gy
,
supposed

t o repres en t the Sa in t , and car ry ing 1t abou t from hou s e to
hous e in p roc es s ion

,
headed by a fiddler or p ip er . The

occupan ts of each hous e then came ou t as they were vis i ted ,
and d anced to the music

,
a f ter which a col lec tion w as made

to be spen t on d rink . Few went to b ed t ha t n ight ; many
s lep t in di t ch es on th e w ay home , and d rinking, dancing , and

fighting wen t on in termitt en tly t ill morning . Another i tem
in the performance in r ecent t imes w as to vi s i t th e grave o f an
old vi llage piper named B u rley O ’

Tool e
,
who h ad exp res s ed

a d y ing w ish to that e ffect
,
and to danc e and fight around hi s

grave .

The degenerat ion Of this patron i s unfo rtuna t ely only
typ i ca l of O thers throughout the coun try , which explain s
why so many of them have b een dis cont inued through the
influenc e of the clergy and others .
At the far end o f the v i ll age where the road turns t o the

right
,
i t cros ses a small s t r eam that s upplied th e cas tl e and

palace with wat er Thi s pl ace i s ca lled Ta lbo t ’s L eap from
a t rad i tio n that wh en Cromwell w as on on e of hi s marauding
exped i ti ons in this n eighbourhood he paid a vi s i t t o Talbot ’s
cas t le at B elgard w hile the owner w as ou t , and helped hims elf
as he pl eased . When Ta lbo t returned he w as natu rally enraged

,

and coll ecti ng a few reta i ners gave chas e t o Cromwell and his
s old i ers

,
overtaking them at Tal laght . Find ing

,
how ever

,

tha t the I rons ides w er e more than a mat ch for his company
,

he hast ily reti red
,
and find ing the d rawbridge , which then

s t ood her e
,
rai s ed , he , b y a sup reme effo rt , j umped hi s hors e

acros s the foss e and thus saved his l i fe .

In the 18 th century there ap p ears t o have b een a cons id erable
number of parish Ofll cers i n Ta llaght

,
and one cannot help

w onder ing where all thei r sa lari es came from
,
even cons idering

tha t rat es were
i

s t ru ck on th e acreage of d i s t ri cts so dis tan t
as Whit echu rch and Cru agh to p rovide the n ecess ary revenue .

There w as a special v es t ry whos e fun ct ion i t w as t o is sue l icences
to paupers to beg

,
and a pa rish Offi ce r

,
known as Bang-begga r

,

”
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had not been removed to a plac e of s afe ty . Conside ring that
the figures are i n s uch high rel ief , i t is wond erful that this
i nt eres t ing pi ece of work h as las t ed so long .

This house w as originall y su rrounded by orchards and

planta tions
,
as wel l as a d eer park , the enclos ing wall of whi ch

is s t il l t o b e s een bes ide the road along the Dodder . In the
grounds are a number of ev ergreens and holl ies of immens e
s ize one of thes e , a large cypress , is ca ll ed The Informer’s
Tree

,

” from the fac t that i n 1798 a rebe l
,
who w as about t o b e

hanged on i t , w as pardon ed for g iv ing informat ion . The
s tumps of three other t r ees

,
wher e h is companions were hanged,

a1e s t i l l poi nt ed out by the people .

Acco rd ing to popular t rad i t ions of this n eighbou rhood, the
ghos t of Archd eacon Bulkeley at t imes rev is i t s h is pat rimony
in a cumbrous , O ld- fashioned coach , drawn b y Six headl ess
ho rs es . But w oe to the lu ckles s wayfa re r w ho looks on this
f earsome equ ipage , fo r within a year and a day he pa s s es t o
that Shadowy land from whos e bourn no travelle r returns .
At the t ime tha t Oldbawn w:s in i t s pr ime , a great numb er

of person s were employed 1n connection with i t , and a village
of. the name , now only repres ented by a few co ttages

,
s t ood

here adj oini ng th e Dodder .

A paper mill w as for many years worked i n this p lace , but
w as even tua l ly burn t

,
and the rema in s of the sheds and machinery

may s t il l b e s een b es id e the o ld hous e . Nea rly all the original
p lantat ions have b een cu t down for firew ood —~the fat e

, um

for tunat e ly , Of many plantat ion s and orchard s a ttached t o O ld
I ri sh mans ions . An eccen tri c res id en t in the 18 th ce ntury
imported a herd of r eind eer from Lapland , and kep t them in the
d eer park ; but , a lmos t need l es s t o say

,
they d ied ou t rapid ly

,

as the cl imat e w as much t oo warm fo r them .

Abou t a qu art er Of a mil e from Oldbawn bridge
,
on the

bank of the Dodd er , will be s een a l i tt le Old hous e
,
nea rly

conceal ed b y t r ees . The ad j o in ing fi eld s wer e the s cene of a
remarkable concou rs e in 18 16

,
when thousands of the coun try

peopl e as sembled to wi tne ss the execu ti on of three men name i
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Kea rney— a father and hi s tw o sons — for the murder of one
John Kinlan

,
s t eward t o Ponsonby Shaw of Friars town ,

Boh ernabreena . The conv ict ion w as not , s t ri ct ly sp eaking,
for murder

,
but for consp iracy to murd e r under an Act then

n ewly pas s ed . Kinlan had s omehow in cu rred th e enmi ty Of the
Kearneys

,
who

,
on the Sunday prior to the vi ctim ’s dis

O ldb aw n Ch imneyp iece, now in Nationa l M useum.

appearance , were heard to say that they w ould have h is l i fe .

A hat che t w as found i n the v i c in i ty of the Kearneys ’ house
with blood on i t

,
and hai r that res embled Kinlan ’

s
,
but the

body w as never found
,
and i t w as sa id a t the t ime tha t i t w as

burn t to ashes . It i s mo re p robable
,
how eve r

,
that i t w as

bu ried in on e of the bogs in the n eighbourhood .

On the n ight of the mu rd er , Kinlan w as i n the hous e of on e
of Shaw’s gamekeepers , who remons tra ted s trongly with h im
as t o the folly of going home a lon e and his re fusal t o accept
an armed esco rt of his friends . He

,
however

,
ridiculed the
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sugges tion of danger
,
and se t out alone . He h ad not gone

more than five minutes when the s t i lln es s of the night w as

dis turbed by a sho t
,
whereupon the occupants of the house

hasti ly s e ized thei r a rms and r ushed out a long the road i n the
d ir ection from whi ch th e sound proceeded . Not a human
b eing w as t o b e s een , howeve r , but , on a s ubs equent examina
t ion Of the road by the l igh t of a lant ern , on e spo t appeared
much dis turbed as If a s truggl e h ad taken plac e there

,
and

p ar t of a suspender w as found which w as afterwards identified
as b elonging to Kinlan .

Lundy Foot , of the well known tob acco fi rm
, an energeti c

magis t rat e in thi s n e ighbou rhood, res id ing a t Orlagh , t ook a

prominen t part in the inves t igat ion and pros ecut ion of thi s
cas e

, and his own murder , whi ch took p lac e a t Rosbercon
, CO .

Kilkenny , n inet een years aft erwards , w as b y many a t t ributed
to mot ives O f revenge on the p ar t of friend s o r re lat ives of the
cond emned men (See I ndex) .

The three Kearney s were, af ter convi c t ion
,
brought out

from town
,
es corted by a troop o f dragoons

,
t o the field in

w hich the gal low s h ad b een erected and thei r rema in s were
conveyed b ack the same d ay t o Ki lmainham Gaol where they
were buried .

I t i s s tat ed tha t some horrible s cenes took place ‘

at
“

t he

execu t ion
,
as th e hangman w as rathe r unski lful a t his task

,

and that the crowd w ere with diflicu l t v res t ra in ed from a ttack
i ng him .

The return j ourney may b e mad e b y cross ing Oldbawn
Bridge , and ei the r taking the road to Fi rhous e or con tinu ing
s t raight b y Old court Lan e until the M il i tary road i s reached
a t a po in t thre e and a ha lf miles dis tant from Rathfa rnham .

I n the prepara t io n of this chapte r
,
informat ion h as b een

Obta ined from Handcock
’
s His tory anal Antiqu itier of Ta llagb t,

Dal ton ’s History of tbc County Dubl in, and Rambler near

Dublin .
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have been a cheerful one for the eccen tri c propriet or
,
even

though he might have h ad the sat is fac tion of driving the cit iz ens
of that d ay to quench their thir s t with other beve rages .
We next pas s the v i llage and almos t vanished hi ll of Bal

rothery
,
a short d i s tance from which, acros s the fi elds

,
will b e

s een the iv ied ru in s of Tymon Cas tl e .

To the ea s t of Ba l rothery hi ll i s a sp ring w ell ca ll ed the
L imeki ln well

,
originat i ng a s t r eam of wat er whi ch flows into

the old c ity wat ercou rs e . This we ll
,
i n ancien t t imes

,
en j oyed

the repu tat i on of s upply i ng S t . Pa t ri ck ’s Cathed ral with w at e r ,
although the only poss ible ground for such a cla im w as the
fact tha t the c i ty wat ercours e , which rec eived th e s t ream
from the well

,
flow ed b es ide th e Cathed ra l .

A li t tle to the wes t of this w ell there w as formerly an Oblong
enclosu re

,
about an acre i n ext ent

,
s urround ed by a fo ss e

,
and

t radit ionally reputed to be the s i t e Of a cas t l e and village ,
of wh i ch all t race h as now disappeared .

On the h igh ground betw een Tal laght and Bal rothery
,
an

o ld thorn t ree marks the S i t e. of an anci ent ho ly well , w hich
w as d es t roy ed many years ago by a l oca l farmer in a fi t of

i rri tat ion a t the inju ry to his fen ces b y people drawing wat er
from it . He carted a l oad of S laught erhous e refus e to the place
and ord ered his men t o throw i t i nt o the wel l to spoil i t

,
bu t

none of them cou ld b e induced t o und ertake so unpopu lar
a ta sk, and ult imat ely he h ad t o do i t hims elf . On the w ay

home
,
however

,
hi s hors e ran away , and he w as s eriously inj u red

by a fal l from his ca rt — a y is1tat 10n u n iversal ly regarded as a

pun ishment from heaven , due to his s acr ilegious conduct .
We next ent er the vi llage of Ta llaght , descri bed in the previous

chap ter . Prior to t h e cons t ruct ion of the modern road to

this p lac e from Terenur e, now over a hundred years ago , the
coach road to B les s i ngton , i ns t ead of e nt ering Tal laght , pas s ed
a l i t t le t o the north of i t , outs ide the ground s of the old palace ,
proceed ing in a s traight line from the G reen Hills road t o the
sharp angle on the t ram road oppos i te the Protes tan t Church ,
where there formerly w as a turnpike . On the s ide of the o ld
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r oad
,
at this point , there s t ood fo r genera t ions a blacksmith

’s
forge , whose long caree r of us efu lnes s came to an end when the
r oad w as a lt ered . The s i te is

,
however

,
eas ily id ent ified by

the d eep depos i t of c ind ers t o be s een on ra is ing the s o il .
There i s nothing fu rther worthy of noti c e a lo ng the ma i n

r oad unt i l we reach the smal l group o f cot tages ca ll ed Jobs town
,

where we take the tu rn to the left
,
known as the Killinard an

road , up the s teep s10p e of Knockannavea M ounta in or Tallaght

Hil l . The road becomes rougher as i t as ce nds higher up the
mounta i ns ide

,
and we pas s b etwee n high hedge-banks of

hawthorn and fu rze , with occas iona l growths of fern and the
graceful lu smore or foxglove . Emerging , a t length

,
from the

en closi ng hedges
, ou r vi ew extends ove r the pla in and Bay

of Dub lin
,
w hile t o the eas twa rd will b e Seen M oun t P eli e r

,

Kilmashogu e, the Three Rocks and Kil lakee M ounta ins and

cont inu ing ou r j ourney
,
near the top Of the road w e meet

,

on the left , a n arrow lane , s aid to b e port ion of an ancien t
t rack by w hich

,
i n remote t imes , the d ead were borne from

the plai ns t o be in t erred in the ch trrchvard s among these
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wild hi lls . On the right wi ll now be Obs erved a pictu res que
li t t l e defi l e overgrown with furze and s tunt ed woods , ris ing
over the far s ide of which is the hill cal led Lu gmore an o ffshoot
of Knockannavea . Extending aw ay toward s Dubli n will be
s een the wide Bles s ington road , and a t t imes may b e heard the
shri ll whis t le O f the s t eam tram echoing among the hills , i t s
harshnes s agreeably s oftened by dis tance .

We now pas s a small farmhouse i n a s omewhat expos ed
posi t ion

,
shelt ered by a plan tat ion of elde r and t horn bushes ,

and short ly afterwards reach the summit of the mountai n
cal led Knockannavinidee, l ocal ly known as Killinard an Hil l .
The road here b ecomes a mere br idle-t rack through the fu rze ,
the tu rf springs under our feet , and the higher mountains
to the s outhward come in to v i ew . M ount Peli er with i ts
conspi cuou s ru in lies on ou r l eft : further t o the s outhward
i s the great M i li tary road winding like a whit e r ibbon acros s
Killakee M ounta in below i t is the road from Boh ernab reena

through Pip erstow n ,
and due south the towering summit of

Seechon .

After reaching the brow of the hill
,
a sma ll pond wi ll b e s een

on the left ; about half a mile beyond this pond the t rack
runs besi de a rough s to ne wall with a double line of barb ed
wi re on t op keep along by th is wa ll unt il i t tu rns at a sharp
angle t o the left , and on the summi t of the eminence t o the
right

, about a hundred yards away, is Raheen Dhu , one Of the
mos t perfect raths to be found in the neighbou rhood of Dublin .

As all th is port ion of the mountai n is covered with heather
and gors e , the rath is no t eas ily dis t inguishable from the res t of
th e hill, bu t once located, it s two concentri c rings and the
remai ns of the cent ral mound can b e readily t raced .

From Rahee n Dhu we make our w ay up t o Knock annavea

M ounta i n . the a ctual summit of which is somewhat difficult
t o id ent ify

,
as there are a number of smal l eminences

,
all

apparen tly about the same height , sca tt ered over the heather
c lad t ract at the top . Looking wes tward from any of the
higher poin t s

,
we can s ee the long range of hills at the, far
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res t of the bu ilding , h as b een reduced in s ize in recen t y ears .
Dens e p lantat ions s urround and shelt er the plac e

,
i nvest ing

i t with an air of s olitude and s eclus ion , which is enhanced by
the des ert ed condit ion of theold coach road pas s i ng direct ly
i n fron t of i t . This w as the only rou t e t o Bles s ingt on unt il
the new road through the Slade of S aggart w as co ns tructed
over a hundred years ago , down to which t ime a number of

coaches pas s ed each w ay every day ,
so that the hou s e w as i n a

most convenien t pos it ion for communicat ion wi th Dublin .

Return ing along the o ld road towards town
,
in abou t a

mil e wi ll b e s e en a by
—road to the le ft l eading to a couple of

dilapid at ed co ttages
,
represen t ing the anc ien t vi ll age o f

Corb al ly, a ccording t o lo ca l t radit ion , a plac e of importance
some 250 years ago , posses s ing

-

a j a il and mars hals ea . Pa rt of a

wall s t il l remai ns which is sa id t o have formed port ion of the
town wal l

,
and the s i t e of th e j ail i s also poin ted out

,
as well

as that of the t ol l-hous e, w her e to l l w as pa id in corn . Adj oin ing
i s a field ca ll ed The Trench or Furrow Pit

,

” reputed
to b e the burial p lac e of a number of the inhab i tant s who
di ed of plagu e abou t 300 y ear s ago . The his tory of the local i ty
do es no t t end to b ear ou t thes e t radit ions , which are probab ly
of much earli e r da t e than tha t wh i ch is popularly as s igned
to th em .

Continuing ou r j ourney a long the high road
,
in abou t three

qu art ers of a mile we ente r a wood where there is an o ld farm
hous e on the left , with a broken t ree s urround ed by a s tone
s eat in fron t . Jus t b es id e this hous e will b e s een a disu sed
laneway l eading to the ru ins of an old coun try hous e named

johnvil le, at one t im e the res idence of M r . Roe, of di s t ill ery
fame , who h ad a verV pre tty gard en s loping up the hil l , wher e
st i ll remain some sple ndid spe cimens of cyp ress and other
evergreens . While the owner l ived , the whole p lace w as

main ta ined in exc ellen t order
,
but aft er h is death i t w as

untenanted for a long time and became greatly d ilapidated
.

Abou t 1854 a Dr . Lu th er
,
hydropath is t and h omaeop ath ist ,

t ook the hous e and fi t t ed i t up as a hyd rOp ath ic es tabli shmen t ,
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expend ing a large sum i n e rec ti ng Turkish , douch e

,
and vapour

baths
,
w hile outs id e in the ground s w ere mu d and plunge

baths
,
fo rmed bv damming the li tt le s t ream th a t fl ows dow n

from the mounta in . The p la ce w as
, however , only indiff erently

pat ron is ed , probably ow ing t o the di fficulty of reachi ng i t ,
and aft er s t ruggl ing fo r a few years it w as ab andoned , and

h as b een go ing to ruin eve r sin c e . S ca t tered abou t through

J ohnv i l le

the building may s ti ll b e s een the rema in s of the ma rb l e mant el
p ie ces and hea rths ton es , th e Por t land s t on e s ta i rca s e s and

ornamen ta l work of various des c rip tions , a ll more or less b roken
by port ions o f the bu ildi ng which have fa llen on them . The
wine cel la r i s almo s t in tac t , and mav,

perhaps , s t il l cont ai n
s ome of the origina l s t o ck con cea led beneath the accumula t ions

of ea rth and rubbish .

At the rear is a well , now all bu t choked up with earth ;
a ls o the b as in and rockery of a founta in which w a s s upplied
by a pipe from the s t ream a t a higher level . The mason ry
of the Open — air mud b ath is s t ill pe rfec t , but severa l s ummer
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houses which s tood in the ground s to s erve as a dres s ing
room for the gu est s have d isappeared .

The s ituat ion of the plac e— on the s id e of the mounta i n
overlooking the Dublin plain — is very b eau tiful

, and i t is
s urpris ing tha t i t en j oyed only a bri ef sp el l of populari ty .

Now that a r eady means of reaching this neighbourhood h as
b een provided by the s t eam tram ,

su ch an es tablishmen t
wou ld have very much bett er chan ces of suc cess . The by
road p as s ing the place is not now mai n ta in ed i n order for
general t raffi c , bu t is qu i te pract i cab le in dry weather fo r
cyclis t s wheeling thei r machines . By conti nuing th e by-road
beyond Johnville, the tram road wil l b e reached clos e t o the
Emb ankment .

Ped es trians should take return t ickets from Terenure t o
Jobs town

,
paying the differ en ce if the t ram is t aken at the

Embankmen t on the return j ourney . The dis tance t o b e
wa lked

,
s tart i ng from Job stow n and return ing to the Embank

ment
,
is a l i t t l e over six mil es .

Cyclis ts can r ide to Job s town , from which i t will b e neces sary
t o walk with thei r b icycles th e whole w ay over Tal laght Hill
or Knock annavea u n til th ev r each Bal linascornev Gap . Th ey
can t hen ride mos t of the w av to B rit t as , from wh i ch the old

road t o Tal laght
,
no t the t ram road , should be taken , pas s i ng

M oun t Seskin and j o in ing th e tram road near Jobs town .

The rout e over Ta llaght Hill from Job stown l s imprac ti cable
for motors of any des crip t ion .

The au thori t i es con su lt ed in the prepa rat ion of this chapt er
are — Handcock

’
s His tory and Antiqu ities of Ta llag/at, and

Da lton
’s His tory of ibe Cozmty of Dubl in.
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es tablishmen t can s t i ll b e d i s ce rned in places . About a hund red
vards to the eas tward is a mas s ive wal l

, apparently of ve ry
ancien t dat e . overhung with centu r ies

’ growth of ivy .

Gabri el Beranger, who v is i t ed the plac e about 17 80 ,
des c ribes

the cas tl e as havi ng b een an extens ive one
, and of considerable

st rength , as evidenced by it s mas s ive wa lls
,
towers

, and out
works , w hi ch down to that t ime h ad remai ned intac t .

His

O l d Ga te w ay a t Ba l lymount.

d es c ript ion of i t
,
as follows , i s taken from VVild e

’

s ll/[emoz
’

r

0/ Gabr iel Beranger
“ Heari ng from some co t tagers that th ere w as a t a li t tle
dis tance an en chanted cave

,
with sub te rraneous wa rd s

extending various ways for some mi l es . w hich some men at

d i fferent t imes had t ri ed to explore
,
but neve r re turned

,

1w as piqued b v cu riosi ty and begged to be shown the place .

I found a vaul t of good masonry , about 8 feet high and

6 broad ; d escend ing th is a few s teps , I found at the end a

squa re Opening w hi ch had to be entered on all fou rs . I
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p rocu red tw o candles , and on offering a smal l rew ard got a

boy t o follow me . For fea r of mephit i c vapou rs and su ffoca

t ions I fas t ened a solid bran ch of t ree to mv can e
,
on whi ch

I stu ck mv candl e , s o tha t the light w as about fou r feet
before me .

I. then entered on my hand s and fee t
,
hold ing t h e light

befo re me
,
followed by the boy wi th a cand le in hi s hand .

I went this w ay some y a rds , and then found two s haft s
one l ead ing t o the righ t , the other to the lef t . I took the
firs t

,
and advanced a g ood w ay . unt il I me t w i th tw o more

shafts and a very cad averous smell . Here my boy began
to be af raid , and I thrus t mv candle as far as I could in the
two pas s ages , bu t i t a lway s burned cl ear . Consid ering

,

how ever
,
th a t the b ov would go no fu rthe r

,
and i f I went

alon e
,
and mv candle w as to be ext i ngui shed , i t w ould be

hard to fi nd my w a y b ack in the d ark . I prud en tly retu rned
the w ay I came , obs erving the cons t ru c tion , which w as of

s tone
,
and i n good pres erva t ion . It w as clearly an aqued uc t

for supplying t h e for t res s wi th w ate r
,
and mus t have been

mad e a t a grea t expens e b v some pow erfu l ch i efta i n , w ho

had his res id ence there .

”

I t is very unlikely that pas sages so la rge as Beranger des cribes
w ou ld hay e been cons t ruc ted fo r the purpo s es o f a wat er supply ,
and i t i s much more probabl e that they led t o some s ecret
exit

, and w e re i n tended fo r u s e in troublous t ime
Notwiths tand ing the fo rmidable chara cte r of it s defences

,

Ballymoun t h as a peaceful record , and i t figures bu t l i tt le i n
lo cal h is to ry .

An ancien t road , por tions o f w hich mav s t il l b e t raced
,

r an from B al lymoun t t o the Belgard road
,
n ear the cros s roads

known as th e Shoulder of M ut ton .

As w e conti nu e ou r j ourney along B al lymoun t Lane we
may observe , on high ground to the left , Kilnamanagh Hous e

,

an o ld-fashion ed co u n t r ;
r res id ence bu i lt on t o the remain s o f an

anc ien t cas t le
,
some of the o ld ma s s ive doors of w hich rem ai ned

un ti l recen t years . There w as also a mona s t ery here
,
w ith a
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chu rch and chu rchy ard , which probab ly ac counts for the
q u ant itv Of human bones unearthed from time to time n ear
the hous e by agricultu ra l operat ion s . NO doub t th is p lace
saw some fighting duri ng th e wars Of the 17 th cen tu ry , when
nearly all the s tronghold s and cast les of the Pal e were on thei r
defen ce aga in s t en emies and marauders of every desc rip t ion .

From this poin t the lan e winds in a very irregu lar fash ion
un ti l i t meets th e road from Tal lagh t t o Clondalkin

,
Oppos i t e

the ent rance t o Belgard
,
a p lac e of cons iderable his t ori c in t eres t ,

where
,
i n a command i ng pos i t ion on the summit Of a wooded

eminen ce
,
the modern Cas tle O f B elgard ris e s maj es t i cally

on the s i t e Of i t s ancien t p redeces s or
,
a s tru c ture which for

600 years w i ths tood the ravages of t ime no less than the as sault s
Of w ar . The local ity is ins eparably as so ciated with a branch
of the Ta lb ot family

,
known as the Talbot s of Belgard, w ho ,

so far back as the 1sth ce ntury, were in o ccupa t ion of the
cas t le

,
and h ad frequent ly to defend i t agains t forays by th e

mountai n eers .
In the time of Charl es t he Fi rs t and during the Common

weal th, John Ta lbo t of Belgard , t ook s id es with the Confedera te
Catholi cs

,
and h is es tat es were consequen tly fo rfei ted , after

wh i ch he fol lowed th e adherent s of the monarchy into exile
and rendered d i s t inguished s ervi c e in the w ar i n Fland ers .
On the Restorati on the es tat es wer e r est ored t o the family
for r eas on known unto the King in an especial mann er
meri ti ng his grace and favour .

” At the w ar of the Revolu t ion
,

Colone l John Talbo t of Belgard espou sed the caus e of James I I .
,

and fought at the ba t tles Of the Boyn e and Aughrim,
and the

es tat es would no doubt have b een forfe ited a s econd t ime but
fo r the fac t that Colon el Ta lbo t w as i nc luded in the Arti cles
O f the Treaty of Limeri ck . As h is age precluded him from
going abroad with his comrades in a rms , he reti red to the
se clus ion of Belgard, where he pas sed his rema in ing years
i n the eas e and comfort t o which h is adventurous and dis
t ingu ish ed career had en t i tle d h im .

He w as the las t of the Ta lbot s O f Belga rd , and at his death
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In Exrl mw ’
r l l'l agzzz z

’

nf , of 25th April , 17 8 7 , i s the fo llowing
noti ce of the o ccurren ce Thi s afternoon the powder mil l s
of Clonda lkin , belonging t o Coun c illo r Caldbeck, by some
unknown acciden t blew up . Two men w ho were a t work
in the mi ll were des troyed

,
and manyr Of the neighbou ring

hous es grea tly shat t ered ; i t a ls o o ccas ioned the s udden fall
of a s tack Of ch imnies near M eetinghous e yard on Usher ’s
Quav bu t fortunat ely no acc iden t occurred in cou s e

Round T ow er
,
Clonda lk in .

q u enc e Of same . The explos ion w as s everely fel t
in the mos t di s tan t part s of the county , and even in the
County of Kild are for some miles n ear the banks of the can al . ”

The ruins of the vari ou s bui ld ings — the grind i ng hous es
,

dryi ng sheds
, and magazines — t ogether with the ponds

,
mill

d ams and s lui ce gates connec ted with the various port ions
of the es tabli shmen t , cover a cons iderab le area

,
probably

15 or 20 acres
,
and the whole p lac e is li t t le al te red from the

cond i t ion in wh i ch i t w as l eft by the explos ion 125 y ears ago .

A few Of the build ings have b een conver ted in t o h av sheds
and ca ttl e shelt ers

, and the l i t t le is lands in the ponds presen t
qui te a pictu res que appearance ow ing t o the dens e growth
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o
f t r ees and bru shwood with which they are now covered .

The w at e r for the ponds i s suppl ied by the River Camac ,
which ri s es in the mountains ove r B ri tt as

,
and flowing under

the name of the S lad e River th rough the S lade of S aggart
,

pas s es hence b y Clondalki n and Drimnagh ,
un t il i t j oi ns th e

Liffey at I nchicore . A monument w as erec ted on the s i te
t o commemora t e the disas te r

,
bu t no t rac e of i t i s now discern ‘

i b l e, nor could anv i n fo rmat ion b e Ob tai ned as t o i t s fat e .

This w as the s econd explos ion of powder mills in Clondalk in
,

an earl ie r one having o ccu rred in 17 3 3 , on which o ccas io n a

number of pers ons w ere in j u red , but , notwiths tanding thes e
exper iences

,
a thi rd mill w as erec ted abou t the beginning O f the

las t cent u rV .

M aking ou r w ay from here t o Clond alk in
,
we enter tha t

ancien t vi llag e from the s outh , coming at once in to v i ew of the
Round Towe r on the left . Brewe r in his B ea u ties of Ireland

thus des cr ib es this plac e “ The d ev ious s t ree t i s
“ l i ned with the low cab ins u su a l t o the p easant ry of thi s
i s land, but w ith such as rank among the neates t O f thei r

S inc e that t ime
,
however

,
th e v i l lageo rd inarv dwelli ngs .

h as b een en t i rely a l te red and rebu il t , and the paper mi lls Of
M es s rs . Kvnoch

,
t ogether w i th the neat co t tages erect ed for

the employes
,
give the plac e an appearance very different

from that d esc rib ed hv Brewer .

The mos t i n teres t ing obj ec t i n the v i l lage is th e rou nd
tower

,
which

,
b eing the mos t acces s ib le Of thes e s tru ctu res

to the c ity , i s mu ch vis i ted by touri s t s . I t is 84. feet high,
measu re s 45 feet in circum fer en ce a t the b as e

,
and the w a ll s

a re 3 fee t thick . The door is abou t 15 fe e t from the ground ,
and th e por tio n of the s t ructur e b elow i t is s olid mas onry,
which at a recent period w as s trengthened by a mas s ive s tone
cas ing a s c ended by a fl igh t Of s t eps t o the doorway .

Eas t Of the tower and now s epa ra ted from it b y th e pub li c
road, i s the modern Protes tan t Church , i n the graveya rd of
which are s ome small rema i ns of th e anci en t chu rch , as w ell

as an O ld fon t , rud e ly fashioned ou t of a gran it e bou lde r .
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I n the Gabrie l B eranger po r tfolio in the Roya l I r ish Academy
is a drawing of Clondalk in old church , made abou t the yea r
17 70 , b y T . Archdeacon , which h as the following note wri t ten
on i t Thes e old remai ns were demolished by the b lowing
up O f the powder mills in this neighbourhood sometime afte r
this draw ing w as taken .

’ In Gros e ’s drawing O f the p lac e,
made abou t twenty y ears lat er, only a smal l port ion of one wal l
of the ru in is shown , from which i t w ould appear tha t the
remai nder mus t have fal len du ri ng the in t erval . Unless ,
however

,
the ruin w as i n a very d i lapid ated condit ion indeed

i t s eems hardly probabl e that i t could have b een demolished
by an explos ion a mile and a half d is tan t .
An eccles ias t i cal es tab lishment s tood i n Clonda lkin in early

t imes
,
but w as rep eated ly ravaged by Dan ish marauders

,
for

protecti on again s t w hom the round tower w as probab ly erect ed .

The Danes h ad a fort res s here cal led Dunaw ley or Au laff ’s Fort ,
which w as burnt in the v ear 865 by the I rish , who slew the
whole gar rison .

When Archb ishop Henry de Lou nd res, about the year 12 20,
e stablishe d the offi c e Of Dean of S t . Pa t ri ck’s

,
he as s ign ed

for th e support of the o ffi c e , the chu rch of Clondalkin , together
wi th a port ion of hog at Deansrath , abou t a mil e from the
v illage

,
for which la tt er conces s ion the Dean w as to p ay annually

one pound of frankincens e at Eas te r t o the Archb ishop ’s
Chapel at Clondalk in .

About 1326 a repo rt on the cond it ion of the manor of

Clonda lkin
,
defining its bdund aries, d es c rib es par t Of i t a s

was t e
,
being among the l rishry .

”

The ci rcu i t described in this chapter ent ai ls a j ou rney Of
about 19 mil es , s tart ing from and retu rning to the G . P . O .
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hundreds of years b efore the modern road from Templeogue
t o Tallaght w as cons tructed .

I t is worthy O f note that on Duncan ’s M ap of tbe County
Dublin (18 20) this h il l is ca lled Pat ru ddery Hill .
We next en ter Tallaght

, and c ont inuing along the tram
r oad fo r abou t a mile and a h alf,w e turn to the l ight , fo l lowing
t he t elegraph wires a long a n arrow road leading up to Fortunes
t own lane — the firs t tu rn on the

'

_

l eft . Although Saggar t
c an b e reached by the m ain road

,
th is rout e is r ecommended

i n p reference , b eing more s ecluded
, and affording rather

p re tt i er and more vari ed vi ews of the hills and s lade O f Saggart
with occa s iona l glimpses through the hedges of the country
to the northward . Turn ing t o the left at the end of th is pre tty
lane

,
w e

“en t er the li tt le village Of Saggar t
,
the mos t no ti ce

able Obj ec t in which is the fi ne Catholi c Chu rch
,
vis ib le for

a considerab le dis tan ce around, while on the Oppos i t e s ide Of the
road is the burial ground marking the s i te o f the ancien t chu rch
of the lo cal i ty .

In the M artyrology of Tal laght , under date of M arch 3 rd ,
we . find mentioned S t . M osh acra O f Teach Sacra ; and in the
Calendar o f the O ’

Clerys, the same Sai n t is r eferred to as
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M osh acra, Abbo t of Clonenagh and Of Teach Sac ra, i n the
vi cin ity O f Tal laght . Abou t the clos e of the s eventh Cen tu ry

he founded a mona s t ery i n this plac e, thereaft e r known as

Teach- Sa c ra (th e hous e O f th e sain t or pries t) , a n ame which
in t ime b ecame corrupted in t o Tassaggard , and w as sub
sequ ently abbreviat ed to the modern form of Saggar t .
Saggart w as one O f the four royal mano rs i n the Coun ty

Dublin
,
and ly ing so far ou t from the c ity

,
on the very bord er

of a wild mounta i nous region
,
suffered greatly d u rmg the

centu ries Of guer il la warfare b etween the hardy colonis t s
of the Pale and thei r resolu t e Opponents i n the hi lls . I n

3 12 the O ’B y rnes and O ’Tooles 1m ad ed all thi s dis tr ic t and

s tru ck t er i or among the inhabi tant s
,
no les s bv thei r numbers

han by theirsk il l 111 adapting the a rt s of warfar e t o th e n atu re
o f t h e count ry
In 1359 VVil 1am and George Harold (of Harold ’s G range)

w ere gran ted a reward of a hundred shi ll ings for manfully
1escu ing s ome spo il s which the ‘ ‘ mounta i n enemie

” were
carrying O ff , and for s lay i ng five of thes e unwelcome visitio rs .

The 1eward would l ep resent about J£50 or £60 at the p resen t

In 138 7 there w as d ug
’

u p a t a pla ce ca l led Hogth erne ,

between Saggart and Rathcoo le, a ri ng Of pu re gold
,
which

must have b ee n Of considerable s iz e, as i t s va lu e w as then
est imated at

J64. 0 ,
and it s finders

,
w ho s ec re ted i t , narrowly

caped pun ishment . It
'

w as
,
probably

,
one O f the gold t orcs

so frequ en tly found th rough the count ry, sp ecimens of which
are pres erved in the various museums .
Ad j oin ing the village are the well—known Sagga r t Paper

M ill s
,
giv ing consid e rable employment in the neighbourhood

and
,
n ea rly Oppos i t e , on the road s ide , is the ruin Of a small

cas t le , the s ole memorial here of the troublous t imes of colon isa
t ion .

Saggar t w as a t one time famed for it s blackberri es , and there
w as an Old say ing cu rren t

'

in th e distri ct , To gO
' to Saggar t

“ t o pi ck b lackberries .”
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Taking ei ther of the turns t o the right in Sagga rt
,
the road

d es cends near ly t he whole way
“

t o the Naas road
,
on r each

°

ug

which we turn to the l eft , tip th e hil l i nt o Rathcoole , a vil lage
cons is t ing Of one long st reet

, w i th a number O f i ts hou s es
in ruinous condi tion . S itu ated on th e grea t s ou thern highway,
and a midway s tage b et ween Dubl in and Naas, Rathcoo le
w as for cen tu r ies a fter the Engl ish i nvas ion, re ckoned a p lace
Of con s id erable importance

,
ruled by a por t reeve or governor,

and main ta i ned in a cond it i on of d efen ce as an Outpost posi t ion

of the Pa le . These d efen ces
,
however , ava i led li t t le aga i ns t

the overwhelming numbers Of the mounta in eers , and except

on th e occas ions when a garris on w as mai n ta in ed in the ’ vi llage ,
the i nhab itant s h ad an anxious t ime prot ec ti ng thei r lives

and property .

On 26th January, 1642 , Sir .

Th omas Armst rong w as sen t

ou t from Dub lin t o disl odg e the i nsurgents from Ra thcoole ,
but

,
as i t w as he ld by a s t rong force, he w as repu lsed and forced

t o ret ire eas tward to more open ground where the I rish again

a ttacked him . The tide Of ba ttl e then turned , bu t though
routed

,
the I r ish suc c eeded in es cap ing with the loss

‘

Of one

office r and
'

fi fty men . This engagemen t t ook p lac e .On the
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is referred to in a l e t ter from the M arques s of Ormonde to
Colonel Hugh Byrne .

Felix Rourke , a well-known member of the United I rishmen ,
w as bo rn in Rathcoole in 1765. His father w as a farmer w h o
kep t the t urnpike gat e and a pos ting s tage on the Naas road
where Blackchu rch I nn now s tands . The son, Felix, fought
i n a number O f engagement s during the Rebellion of 1798 ,

and a ls o t ook par t i n Emmet ’s abort ive r is ing of 1803 , for
which he w as hanged on the l oth Sept . i n that year , from
one Of th e rafters of the hous e of the Rev . James Harold ,
parish p ri es t of Rathcoole , who a sho rt time p reviously h ad
b een t ransported for s uppo sed complici ty i n the ris ing .

Rathcoole must have reached a low ebb i n the 18th century ,
a ccording t o the des crip tion given by Campbell i n hi s
Pb ilosopb z

’

ea l Survey of tbe Sou tb of Ireland
“ The

fi rs t vil lage I pas s ed through , abou t seven miles from Dublin ,
Rathcoo le I th ink they cal l i t

, w as most ly composed of clay
huts , which are s ometimes , you know,

both warm and n eat
bu t thes e were so awkward ly buil t and s o irregularly arranged ,

“ that even Wa l es would have b een ashamed Of them . I t
hur t me to see them so n ear the capi tal , where the landscape
was so pret ti ly chequered by abu ndance O f l i t t l e w hit e
vil las , spangling the country all round, and rendering i t
upon the w hole very delightful .”

Rathcool e at no very dis tant period employed a number
of s killed tradesmen , and with in l iving memory could boas t
Of a working cu t ler

, at a t ime when su ch a craftsman might
have b een vai nly sought in many a more populous place .

Turning t o the right
,
e ither immediately b efor e ent er ing

Rathcoole or at t h e far end O f i t , an unfrequen ted road, abou t
two miles in l ength, conducts us t o the s cat tered hamlet of

Newcas t le , prop erly Newcas t le of Lyons , now con31st1ng of

abou t a dozen hous es
,
but formerly much more ext ensw e .

Adj oining the r ectory are the rema ins O f an ancien t building
of cons iderabl e s trength and s olidi ty, and within the ground s
i s an Old yew tree

,
under which i t i s s aid that Dean Swift O ften
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sat and conversed with his fri ends . In the r eign of Henry I I .

the land s of Newcas t le were cons ti tu ted in to a roya l manor
,

which in common with the adj acen t di s tri ct s O f Saggar t a nd
Rathcool e , suffered mu ch from the incu rsi ons Of the mounta i n
tr ib es . In 1535 Si r Wi l liam Breret on with a s trong body of

troops encamped here w h i l e on the w ay t o b es i ege the cas tl e
of Lord Thomas F i t zgeral d (Silken Thomas) a t M aynooth ;
and at this p eriod of it s his tory , Newcas tle mai n tai ned a cas t l e
and garri s on , and w as re ckoned among the good and wal led
towns of th e

'

county.

In February
,

the Governmen t s en t the Earl Of Ormonde
with a powerfu l army to sub jugat e the in su rgent s in the CO .

Kildare , where he burned Newcas t le and Lyons , plundered
Naas , and devas ta ted the great er port ion of the cou nty .

Leaving Newcas t le , we take the second turn to the right a t
the end of the village, t o r each Celbridge , and presen tly pa s s
on ou r l eft Colganstow n Hou s e, a qua i n t o ld res idence , i n the
grounds of which are the iv i ed ru ins of a cas t l e . From here a
s t raight

, u nin teres t ing road leads t o Hazleha tch , on the G rand
Canal

,
a s ta t i on o f some importance i n former years when the

traffi c on thes e wat erways w as great er than i t is at the presen t
time . The name of this place appear s on the maps O f the
Down Survey as

“ Hazelhu rs t , meaning a hurs t or wood
of hazel t rees .
A shor t dis tan ce fu rther , the road , by a high bridge

,
cros s es

the Grea t Southern and Wes t e rn Railway a t the pret ty s ta t ion
ofHaz leh at ch and Celb ridge , from which a wide road condu ct s
u s i nt o Celb ridge

,
formerly known as Kild rou gh t , celebra ted

as the s cene Of the roman ce w hich h as in separably linked
together the n ames of Swift and Vanes sa . I t may no t b e ou t
Of place b riefly to t e-tel l here this s t range and sad s to ry . Abou t
1709 the widow O f Bartholomew V an Homrigh , a Dutch
merchant

,
w ho h ad b een Commissary Of S to res fo r King

Will iam I I I . i n I reland , s e t tled in London w i th he r tw o s ons
and two daughters , and there made the acqu ain tance of Swift .

The elder daughte r , Es ther, the Vanes sa .

”
o f Swift ’s romance ,
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who w as then twenty-three y ears of age , read and s tudi ed wi th
Swi ft , and at l ength on the eve of his departure for I reland in
17 13 , to

.

take up the Deanery O f S t . Pat ri ck ’s
,
confes s ed her

l ove for ‘her t eacher . Swift , exp res s ing his surp ris e at her
avowal

,
writes

Vanessa not in y ears a s core ,
Dreams of a gown of fort y-fou r,
Imaginary charms can find,
In ey es w i th reading almos t bl ind .

A few y ears a fterwards , Vanes sa
’s mother and two broth ers

h aving died
, sh e and her s is t e r came over to I reland to res ide

a t Celbridge on thei r es tate
,
then known as M arlay Abbey

,
and

now call ed The Abbey . M eanwhile Sw i ft w as paying h is
address es to Esther Johns t on

,
b et ter known as S tel la

,
to

whom
,
there i s reas on to b elieve

,
he w as s ecret ly marri ed in

17 16 bu t apparen tly t i ring of her , he resumed his a t ten t ions
to his former pupil

,
Vanes sa

,
going cons tantly ou t to Celb ridge

to vi s i t her at her house . This cont inued for abou t three
years

,
when Vanessa

,
hearing rumours about her rival , S tella

,

”

wro te to her to inqui re the preci s e natu re Of her claims upon
the dean . This let ter S tella showed to Swift , who w as so much
exasp era t ed thereat that he s t ra ightway rode ou t t o Celbridge ,
and in a fu riou s pas s i on s t rode in to the presence of the hapless
Vanessa

,
flung down her ow n l et te r to S tella on the table

before her
,
and walked ou t Of the house without exchanging

a word with her . Poor Vanes sa neve r recovered from the
sho ck

,
and three weeks a fter the occurrence died Of a broken

heart
,
i n the thi rty- s eventh year of her age . She w as buried

i n S t . Andrew ’s Church
,
Dublin , in June , 17 2 3 .

Vanes sa’s bower , where sh e and Swift us ed to sit and read
together

,
is s t i l l shown in the ground s of the Abbey , as well

as an old foot b ridge a ls o as s ociated b y t radit ion with thei r
memory .

In Swift ’s t ime Celbridge w as called Kildrohid
‘

0r Kil
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Dis tan ces from Terenure— Tallaght
, 4 ; Saggar t , 8 ; Ra th

coole , 9 ; Newcas t le , Celbridge
, 15 ; re tu rn by Lucan ,

and back to town , abou t 2 8 miles . I f des ired
,
cy cl is ts

can rea ch town from Lucan via Esker and Clondalkin
,
which

is somewhat sho rt er fo r thos e res iding at the sou thern sid e
of the city .

The follow ing authorit ie s were cons u l ted i n preparing
thi s chapt er — An Article on Celb ridge , by the Rev . Charles

J . Graham , i n the yourna l of tbe Kilda re A rebz ologiea l Society,

1896; An Article on Rathcoole and Saggar t , by John Shei l
O

’

Grady, i n the Jou rnal of the same Soci ety for 1906
- 8 ;

Dal ton’s His tory of tbe County Dubl in, and Joy ce
’s Irisb Names

of Pla ces .



CHAPTER XXIII

CLANE, CLONGOWESWOOD AND BODENSTOWN

0 v is i t the dis tri c t des cribed in this chapt er
,
the mos t

convenien t rou t e fo r cy clis ts on the ou twar d jou rney
is via Celbridge, which can b e rea ched either by

Lucan or Clondalkin , as may be d es i red . On entering
Cel bridge , we pro ceed along the v i l l age s t reet towa rds the
s outhern end , pas t the Old mi ll , and keep s t raight ahead a long
the Clane road, a scending gradual ly for about a mile

,
throu gh

a well wooded count ry . At a dis tance of two miles from
Celb ridge

,
we pa s s

,
on the left

,
in a field bes ide the cro s s - roads

,

S t . Pa t ri ck’s Ch apel , a diminutive ruined bui ld ing , and a sho rt
dis tance further

,
S t . Pa t ri ck ’s W'el l , enclos ed and pro tec ted

by s tonework . This well i s much resor ted to for deafnes s
,

s o re eves , and other ai lments
,
and the overhanging bushes

b ea r ample evidence o f the surviva l Of the in teres t ing old

cu s tom of at taching Offerings . Adjoin ing the w el l is S t .
Pat ri ck ’s Hill

,
ri s ing to a height of 308 fee t . A narrow and

somewhat un int er es ti ng road pas s es hence to Clane , through
a count ry whi ch evidently w as at one t ime swampy, bu t h as
sin ce been re claimed b y dra inage .

At a dis tan ce of twenty mi les from Dublin, we en ter Clane ,
a nea t vil lage with a wide s t re et running nearly no rth and

sou th
, and posses s ing modern chu rches for both the Catholic

and Pro tes tant denominat ions , as well as the ruins of an ancien t
eccl es ias t i ca l es tablishment . There i s a l egend that i n the
6th cen tu ry S t . Ailba of Ferns , w ho , l ike Romulus and Remus ,
is fabled to have h ad a wolf fo r fo s te r mother , founded a religious
community at Clane ; and i n 1162 a diocesan synod w as held
t here ; I n th is , as i n o ther communiti es throughou t th e
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c ount ry, how ever , a comp l ete change w as effected by the
adven t O f the Anglo —Normans — new fashions , new ceremonials ,
and new foreign orders were int roduced

,
and about the yea r

1260 this place w as s elec ted as a s e t t lement fo r the Francis cans
,

for whom Gera ld Fi tzmaurice
,
Lord of Offaly , bui lt a s ta t ely

abbey , the ruins Of which s t il l s tand i n a conspi cuous pos i t ion
a short dis tance s ou th of the vil lage .

In the Pa tent Rolls
,
i t is recorded tha t on th e 14th M ar ch

,

1391, the King granted t o the Provos t , Bailiff s and

C ommona l ty of Clane , the right to impos e for a period of

s et en y ears
,
dut ies upon good s ent ering thei r t own

,
in order

t o provide funds fo r the erect ion of a new bridge over th e

Liffey o r Annaliffey as i t w as th en ca l led .
. The b ridge a t

Clane , and a lso that a t M ill i cen t , abou t I‘} mil es to the s outh ,
are each bu ilt clo s e t o the s i t e of an anci en t fo rd , and the
‘O rmer of thes e fo rds h aving been known as Clane Ath .

origina ted the modern name of the lo cal i ty . Abou t half a

mi l e from M i l l i cen t br idge
,
down t h e riv er , i s a place bea ring

the apparently meaningles s name of Cast lesize, . the ancien t
and correct form of whi ch , howeve r, sheds an in te res t ing
sid e light on the perilous c ondi t ions of t ravel in fo rmer times .

Casan
,

” meaning a path
,
point s t o the exis t en ce of a pathway

d own to the river
,
and “ s i ze — doubtles s a co rruption Of
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M aynoth and Rathmore , i n the Cou nt e of Kildare , h ad
caused more d est ruccionne i n the sayde Gount e of Kildare
and l ib er t e of M i th within shor t tyme now lat e pas sed

,
and

d ayly doth , than w as done by I rish enemys and English
rebell es of long t ime b efo re— and i s likely to be fynall
d est ru ccionne i n the sayd Gounte of Kildare and l ib erte
of M i th . For Henry Bonyn Knygh t , with Edmond Bot ille r,
and Wi ll iam Botil ler

,
with ther seq u ie of which most pa rt

w as I rish en emys and English reb el les
,
came and burned

and d ist ru ed divers and many towns and pat oche churches
o f the trew l iege people , and take dyvers of them pris oners ,
and sp ou led ther godes . And , aft er the depar tu re of the
sayd Henrv and Edmond, the sayd William , abyd ing i n the
sayd Gounte of Kild are , by ther avi c e and counsail l , did so

gret e opp ressionne that VIJXX townes and more , w hich w as

well enhab it e i n the fes te of Seynt e M i chael las s pas sed , b een
now was ted and d est ru ed .

Nearly oppos i t e Clane Abbey
,
and on the b anks of the

B u t t erst ream ,
i s a large b lock o f s tone

,
with a

'

hol low cu t
'

in i t
,

supposed by some to b e the pedes tal o f a cross
,
by others

b eli eved to b e w hat i s known as a bu l laun
,
o r ro ck-bas in

,
a

reli c of pre-Chris t ian t imes
,
used i n c erta in ceremon ial s con

nected with pagan worship . The ra in-wa ter which coll ects
in the ba s i n i s r epu ted to b e a cu re for war t s

,
i n consequen ce

o f which i t i s locallV known as The Wart S tone .

”

A s hort di s tance south of the vil lage
,
and immedia tely to

t he right of the road before rea ching Clane Bridge
,
is the

M oat of Clane
,
t radition al ly r eputed t o mark the grave of

h l esgegra , King of Leins t er, w ho
,
in the fi rs t cen tu ry

,
w as

s lai n in si ngle comba t with Connall Gernach, a famous warrio r
of the Red Bran ch Knights , and champion of Uls t er . At the
ford of Clane

,
n ear where Clane B ridge now s tands thes e two

w a rr iors met
,
and afte r a brie f combat

,
- the Ulst er champion

b ehead ed the i ll-fated Lei n s ter King
,
and carried off his head

"i n his chario t . Soon aft erwards he met Queen Buan , the Roya l
c onso r t of M esgegra , a t tended by her retinu e,

’

w ho , i n reply
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t o Connall
’
s i nqu i ry

,
info rmed him that sh e w as M esgegra

’
s

Q u een . Connal l then told her that h e h ad her husband’s head
i n h is chario t

,
whereupon she ra i s ed a loud cry of lamen tat ion ,

and fell down dead . A d eta i l ed account of th i s t ragedy is

g iven in an old roman ce
,
ent i tled The Si ege of Howth,

” i n
the Book of Leins te r . The moat a t M a inham ,

a conspicuous
o bj ec t in the l i t t le v il lage

, abou t a mile and a half no rth of
Clane , i s b elieved to mark th e res ting-place of the b roken
hearted Queen

,
who

,
i t i s re co rded in the old roman ce , w as

bu ri ed by the way s ide
,
where in t ime a hazel t r’ee grew over

her grave .

It w as i n the n eighbourhood of Clane tha t the rebellio n
commen c ed i n 1798 , and at the ad j acent vi llage of Prospe rous

,

the temporary barra cks oc cu pied by the North Cork M i l i t ia and

The Anci en t B ri tons
,

”
w as a t tacked by the in surgen ts and

burnt . Prospe rous h ad , b een bu i l t only 18 y ears previ ous ly
by Cap tai n B rooke , w ho e stab lish ed there an extensive cot ton
facto ry

,
bu t ruined himsel f by the expendi ture . Portion of

Clan e Parish Church w as burn t during the d i s turbances ,
and abou t the same t ime all the o ld paro chia l records
my s t e rious ly disappea red .

-In the ea rly par t o f th e las t c en tu ry there l ived a t Clane a

lad y of cons iderab le l ite rary repu te— M rs . G riffiths , w i fe of
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Rich ard Griffi ths , of M i lli cen t , and mothe r of the Si r Ri chard
G ri ffi ths , w ho ca rried ou t the famous valuat ion of I reland
a ss ocia ted with his name . Her husband

,
as M aj o r of the Clane

Yeomanry , fought i n the fi rs t ba tt le w i th the insu rgen ts a t

Clane .

Abou t a mil e north of Clane i s the w ell—known Catho lic
Col lege o f Clongow es Wood , for n early a centu ry one o f the
foremos t publi c s chools in I reland . The earl ies t recorded
men tion of thi s loca li ty i s i n a Roll of Hen ry IV.

,
under da t e

o f 24 Feb , 1417 , as s igning as port ion of the d ower of Anast at ia
Wogan of Rathcoffey, one- thi rd par t of the Sylva de
Clongow

”

(the Wood of Clongow es) . Clongow es nex t fell
into pos ses s ion of that grea t ter ri to rial fami ly, the Eu s taces , w ho ,

though at fi rs t zealous members of the Anglo-Norman garrison
,

gradual ly became by int ermar riage with I rish famil i es
,
very

d ivided in thei r sympa thies . During the troubled t imes c f

1641, when this neighbourhood w as the s cene ‘

of much st ri fe
and bloodshed , James Eus tace , of Clongow es

,
m ortgaged h is

es tates . and fought on the s id e of the I ri sh . A d e tachmen t
of t roops , with thei r offi cer , Captain Hues , w as at thi s t ime

quar tered at Clongow es Wood Cas t le
,
wh ere they were

hospitably entertai ned by M rs . Eus tace
,
a vene rable o ld lady,

90 years of age, w h o w as
, however , barbarous ly mu rd ered in

he r ow n hous e by he r ungratefu l gues t s b ecause , a cco rd ing
to t radit ion

,
she refus ed to su rrende r the key of a secret s t rong

hold in the cas tl e , re ta in ing i t i n her mouth un til her j aws
w ere b roken by the soldie rs .
The Eusta ces

, on a ccoun t of the part they took in the rising,
neve r re covered their Clongow es est ates

,
which were forfeited ,

and many members of the famil y t hen wen t abroad
,
some of

thei r d e s cendants fight ing in the army of James t h e Second
,

while o thers a t ta in ed to pos it ion s o f d is t i nc t io n in the s erv i ce
of France .

Afte r i t s confi s cat ion , Clongow es Wood w as purchas ed b y

Sir Richard Reyne ll , who in 1667 sol d i t to the Brownes , and
by the la t ter it s name w as changed t o Cast leb row ne . Bv
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from which blood w as flowing and s ta i ning his white uniform .

Immediat ely af te rw ards they followed him ups ta i rs to the
room where the two M is se s Browne were working , but no t race
of him could b e dis covered ther e

,
and the two ladies s tated

tha t they h ad s een no thing , a l though they at once suspec ted
tha t what the s ervant s h ad s een w as the appari t ion of thei r
brother

,
who

,
they su rmis ed

,
had met his dea th on some foreign

ba t tlefield . So confiden t were they that thi s w as the cas e,
tha t they forthwith ordered mourning, h ad M ass es celeb rat ed ,
and ev en h eld a wake with all the lavish h osp i tali ty of the
I rish gent ry in thos e days . A fortnight aft er this in cident ,
a communicat ion arrived at Clongow es from abroad informing
the family of the M arsha l’s death a t the bat t le of Prague ,
on the day and at the very hou r when the s ervan t s had s een
his app arrt l on .

About the year 18 10 Clongow es Wood came in to posses sion
of the before-mentioned General M i chael Wogan-Browne
of the a rmy of Saxony . He found the es tat es en cumbered,
and there b eing li ttl e inducemen t t o retu rn to his nat ive land
owing ‘ to the oppres s ive laws in forc e aga ins t his co—religionis ts ,
he decided t o s ev er h is connection with the place , and

‘

accord

ingly sold i t , in 18 13 , to the I rish Jesu its , w ho , a ft er some
oppos i t ion on the par t of the Governmen t , opened i t in the
fo llowing year as an educat ional es tablishment . For it s

subsequent his tory, which is outs ide th e s cope of this chapter,
the reader is r eferred to 7 73 3 Story of Clongowes W00d , by the
Rev . T . Corco ran , S.J .

, published by the Ca tholi c Truth
So ciety of Ireland .

Returni ng to Clane , we pas s at the southern end of th e
vil lage, the ruins of the Abbey , a large rectangular bu ilding

,

bare and una t t ractive in appearance . Continuing along the
high road , clos ely following the green wooded banks of the
L iffey, i n abou t two miles from Clane

,
we turn to the left

a t Cast lesize , pass i ng immediat ely on the right Bodens town
Church , an ancien t edifice with an abundant growth of ivy, and

celeb rated as being the burial place of Wolfe Tone . The
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original tombs ton e marking the family res t ing place is supple
ment ed by a more recent ornamenta l memorial , and the whol e
is enclo sed bV a mas s ive i ron cage to protec t the monuments
from inj u ry or des ecrat ion .

A pretty by— road conducts us hence over the G . S . St W

Ra ilway by a high bridge , from w hi ch on a clear d ay is ob ta ined
a fine view of the wes t ern fringe of the Dublin range extending
into Kildare— a su cces sion of s oft ly rounded hill s , exhibit ing
varied t in ts acco rding t o the natu re of the cul tiva t ion . In

the immedia t e fo reground is the wooded hil l of Ought era rd,
and in the dis tance may b e s een some of the higher elevat ion s
towards the s ou thern portion of Wi cklow . Shortly aft er
pass ing the rai lway we c ros s the Grand Cana l by Devonshi re
Bridge , and at length meet a road at right angles , where tu rning
to the right we pres ent ly reach Kill

,
whence ou r homew ar d

j ourney lies along the well-known Naas road .

The tota l length of the cir cu i t des cribed in thi s chapt er i s
mil es .
I n the preparat ion of this ar ti cle the following contributions

to the Jou rnal s of the County Kil dar e Archmological Soci e ty
have been consulted, viz .

— Vol . I I I . , Clone Abbey, by the
la te Rev . Professor George S tokes

,
D.D. Tbe M oa t a t

Clone, by T . Cooke—Tren ch
,
Esq , D .L . Clongow es W004, by

the Rev . M a tthew Devi t t
, S.J . ; Vol . I. ,

Toe Grave of B uan,
Nea r Clone, by the Rev . M a tthew Devi tt

,
S.J . Notes , 24mi

quar ion and Hz

’

rtorz
’

ca l
,
on the Pa r irb of Clone, b y the Rev ,

Canon Sherlock ; Vol . IV . ,
Fu rther arti cle on same su bj e ct

by the same writ er .



CHAPTER XXIV

MUD ISLAND,
FAIRVIEW , CLONTARF AND ITS

ISLAND,
DOLLYMOUNT AND THE NORTH

BULL

ESTWARD of the North S trand, b etween Nottingham
Street and Newcomen Bridge

,
and extending as

far as Ballyb ou gh Road, w as a local i ty of evi l repu te
i n former t imes

,
known as M u d I s land , i nh ab i ted by a gang

of smuggl ers
,
highwaymen ,

and desperadoes of every descrip
t i on , and ru led by a hered i tary rob ber chief rej o ic ing in the
t i tl e of King of M u d I s land . For abou t 200 years down
t o the middle of las t cen tu ry , this den of robb ers w as a plagu e
spot i n the dis t ri c t

,
enj oying an ext raordina ry immunity from

moles tat ion in cons equen ce of what h ad at l ength come t o b e
r egarded as a so rt of pres cript ive right and sanctua ry at tach ing
t o the lo ca l i ty

,
until a t las t no offi cer of the law durs t show his

nos e within i ts sacred precin ct s unles s backed up b y an over
w helming force of mili ta ry or poli ce .

Th e s et tlement of M u d I sland i s said to have origi nated
at the t ime of th e Plan tat ion of Uls ter , when th re e brothers ,
d riven ou t of thei r ances t ra l pa t rimony, came southw ards and
s et t led i n the neighbourhood of Dublin , one of them taking
up his abode by the sea here on wha t w as then a was t e t rac t
of land, t o whi ch h is des cend ant s by v i rtu e of long occupa t ion

,

i n t ime acqu i red a s qua t t er’s t i t le . Then and for long after
wards , Open coun t ry in tervened be tween thi s place and the
city

,
the North Strand w as und er wa ter , and a rough

‘ b rid le

t rack extended along the shore some d i s tance eas twa rd of
Ballyb ough Road, w hich w as until the build ing of Annes ley

44
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have been a cquies ced in i f not actual ly c onnived at by the
authorit ies , notwiths tanding the fact tha t murders , robb eries
and out rages of every descrip tion were of cons tant occurren ce .

Cross ing the Tolka at Annesley Bridge, we pas s on ou r l eft
the unat t ractive local ity known as Ballybough , on ce an is olated
vil lage , s i tuated on the old coas t l ine , and w ashed by the sea

waves when they rol led in pure and undefiled upon the Open
Fa irvi ew Strand . The bridge here i s of rather ancient des ign ,
cons i s t ing of five pla i n low arches , evidently cons tructed more
w i th a vi ew t o s trength than elegan ce

, and adj oining
,
down

to a few years ago , might b e s een some port ions of the old sea

wal l originally bu il t to protect the village of Ballybough from
the inroads of the sea . Not far from the bridge is a Jewish
cemetery

,
enclos ed by a high wa ll , and containing a number

of heads tones b earing Hebrai c ins crip t ions .
Long b efore the es tablishment of the Vi triol Works here ,

th ei r s i t e w as oc cupied by a famous fl in t glas s factory
,
where

plat e glas s for coaches w as made and pol ished
,
and so high a

degree of a r ti s t i c excel lence a ttain ed by the ar t ificers i n the
manufacture of fancy a rt i cles

,
that cons iderable d emand

exis ted for thei r goods , even on the Continent . Th i s factory
w as es tablished a few years a ft er the Treaty of Limeri ck by
Captain Ph il ip Roche , an I rishman of good family and con

cons iderab le property, w ho i n consequence of b eing in cluded
in the Art i cle s t o the Treaty , w as enabled to retai n his es tates .
Parti c ipat ing for a t ime in the fortunes of th e I rish Brigade
ab road

,
he at length returned to his nat ive land , and finding

himself debarr ed by his rel igion from ob ta in ing Government
employment

,
he turned his a t ten t io n _to commercial pursuit s

with a s u cces s beyond his expectat ions
At the clos e of the 18th centu ry there w as an ex tens ive

iron foundry a t Bal lybou gh i n which wer e manu factu red
spades

,
shovels

, and other agricultura l implements , as well as
a vari ety of ki tchen u tens ils , equal in qual i ty t o the

‘ b es t
ar ti cl es o f the k ind imported .

In
'

ear ly t imes the boundary of the City of Dubli n in th i s
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direct ion w as defined as running through the middl e of the
road of the village of Bal ly bough , u nto an an cient path of

an o ld mill ,
”
and i n the account s of the cou rs e taken by the

Corpo ra t io n at the annua l c eremony of rid ing the fran chises
thi s portion of the route i s thus al luded to

L eaving the s tone well on the l eft hand
,
they proceeded

sou thward unti l they came into the highway going into
Ballyb ough ; and from the gat e of Ballybough they came
to the wa t er of Tolka , by the b ridge of Ballyb ough , there
pas s ing over the wa t er , keeping by the wat er s ide s outhward
as far as they might ride , unti l they came unt o S t . M ary’s
Abbey

,

”
&c .

, &c .

Down t o a hundred years ago Ballybough w as a noted buria l
p lace for ’

su icid es, the bodies b eing in terred in the t ime
honoured fash ion , t ransfixed with s takes , i n a was t e plo t of

ground adj oi ning the c ros s roads a t the b ridge . No tw ith

s tanding the wid espread bel ief that thi s barba rous p rocess of
t ransfixing effectual ly p revented thes e unhappy beings from
wandering ab road at uns eemly hours and a larming the publi c

,

not a few of the inhab i tants i n thos e days would have gone
a cons iderabl e round rather than pas s this unhal lowed spot
a fter nightfal l .
Pursuing our rou te acros s Bal ly bough Bridge and turning

t o the right
,
we enter upon the thoroughfare known as Fa i rview

Strand— a name now strangely ou t of keeping with th e pla ce
though accura te enough i n former times when the sea washed
up to the road here , and the res idents en j oyed a fa i r vi ew
of the b ay and r iver, now shu t off by the ra i lway embankmen t .
We n ext pas s on ou r l eft the ent rance gat e of M arino

,
with

centre and w ings of cut grani te , su rmounted by s culptu red
represen tat ions of the a rms of the Charlemont family

,
and

the motto Deo du ce , fer ro comit ant e Wi th God as my
guide

,
my sword by my s ide The house w as bui lt towa rds

the clos e of the 18 th century for the celeb ra t ed Lord
Charl emont , w ho amas s ed here an almos t unique coll e ct ion

of works of ancient and modern art . In the grounds i s a
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highly embellished temple of the Dori c o rder , original ly
d es igned and furnished as a s tudy by it s pat riot i c owner, who
made the whole place as att ra ct ive as pos s ib le , so tha t he might
have every inducement t o live in the country of his bi rth .

Adj oining the grounds of M arino i s the t errace known as

M arino Crescent
,
bui lt in 1792 , wh er e the M a lahide and

Howth roads d iverge
,

and , ac co rd ing to current t radit ion
in the n eighbourhood

,
erec ted in this pos i t ion for the purpose

of int ercept ing the vi ew from M arino
,
the builder having

enter tained some privat e grudge aga ins t Lord Charlemont .
A short dis tance along the Howth Road

,
j us t b es ide Clontarf

s tat i on
,
i s a spo t noted i n former years for i t s romanti c wildnes s ,

call ed The Black Quarri es ,
”
now enclos ed within the grounds

of M ount Temple .

A few paces further a long the shore road
,
pas s ing u nder the

railway
,
we come into V i ew of the Bay, with th e Pigeonhou se

and the tw o river lighthous es in front , t o the right of th es e
the hi l ls of Dalkey and Kill iney, the wooded country r i s ing
b ehind Blackrock and Kings town , and i n the background the
Dublin and Wicklow M ountain s in profi le , their bases ob s cured
b y the smoke and haze of the citv .

I n 1749 a Char t er S chool w as Opened at Clontarf t o accom

modat e a hundred s cholars , but , having been dis cont inued
early in the las t centu ry, i t w as conver ted int o a b athing es tab
lishment , which is s ti ll remembered by many of the inhabi tants .
The building may s t ill b e s een n ear the rai lway bridge over
the tram road .

Pi ll this d i s t ri c t is of grea t his tori c int eres t a s the s cene of
the grea t ba t tl e in 1014, a t which th e Da nes wer e completely
va nquished by the I ri sh und er King B ria n B oru ; b ut this
ba t tl e h a s b een so exhau s tiv ely dea l t wi th els ewhere a s to
render unnece s sa ry any des crip ti on of i t here . I t may , how

ever
,
b e mentioned tha t

,
i n s ome of the Old sagas the ba t t l e

is s tyled “
Th e B a t tl e of the Fishing Wei r of Clbnt arf,

”
and

tha t there i s l i t tl e doub t tha t this wei r occupi ed the same
s i t e a s the ex is ti ng one nea r the Dublin Whi sk ey Di s till ery
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swept away and dash ed t o pieces aga ins t the Railway embank
men t . (N07 119 Dublin City and Environs

,
by Rev. Dil l on

Cosgrave
,

Clontarf I s land w as u s ed as a r efuge and place of iso lat ion
during an epidemic of plague in 1650, and abou t a hundred
y ears ago enj oyed a bri ef popularity as a place of recreat i on
for the ci tizens . I t s disappearance i s partly due to the continual
cart ing away of i t s sands . At low tide i t can s t il l b e dis
t ingu ish ed by it s s tony surface and s lightly higher elevat ion

“ The Sheds
,
Clorita rf.

(1905 )

than its s urroundings , as well as by the rema ins of s ome wooden
s tructures which s tood on its wes tern extremi ty .

Continuing ou r j ourney along the shore road
,
we presently

reach th e lo cal i ty known as
“ The Sheds ,

”
adj o ining which

s tood the old village of Clontarf, now en tirely merged in thi s
populous dis tri ct . The name originated with some sheds or
s tages ere cted over a hund red y ears ago for the conven ience
of such of the i nhabi tants as were engaged in th e curing and

d rying of fish , there b eing at tha t time a considerable colony
of fishermen in the locali ty . Abou t the same time a M r .

Weekes
, a loca l r es ident , bu il t a wat er r es ervoi r on the b each

for the use of the publi c .
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In 1641 Luke Net tervil le and s ome of h is ad herents having
s eized and plundered a ves s el which lay at Clon tarf

,
the Earl

of Ormonde w as ins tructed t o take retal iatory measu res agains t
them . He accordingly despatched Si r Charles Coote w i th
some troops t o the neighbou rhood , where they burnt a con

siderab le portion of the vil lage
, d es troyed all the boat s th ey

could find, and burnt the hous e ofM r . George King , proprieto r
of the vil lage and manor . The la tt er act w as all the more
remarkable , i nasmu ch as M r . King h ad been invited in to
Dublin bu t the day b efo re by the Governmen t , from whom

Coastgua rd Station, North Bu l l .

he h ad rece ived an as su rance that he might safely go there
withou t danger of any t rouble or s tay whats oever .

” I t
w as

,
however

,
al leged that mos t of the plundered ves sel’s

cargo w as found i n his hous e , and , t rue or untrue , thi s charge
turned ou t a s eriou s one for him ,

as he w as immediately afte r
wards at ta in ted

,
and his es ta tes confi s ca ted .

As we round the curve beyond “ The Sheds , we come
into V i ew of the approach to the Bull Wal l

,
w here a wooden

foot-bridge cros ses the creek known as Crab Lake Water .”

Before reaching the Bull Wa l l we pas s
,
in s ide a wal l on the left ,

an almos t indis t inguishable elevat ion known as Conquer
Hill ,” conj ectured, though with l i t t le reas on, to b e ident ified
in some w ay with the Bat tl e of Clo ntarf .
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The bridge leading to th e Bull Wal l w as originally wide
enough fo r vehicles

,
bu t w as many years ago reduced to it s

pres en t dimens ions
,
s i nce when al l vehicles have had t o ford

the creek in o rder to reach th e Bull .
The BullWal l extends a dis tan ce of yards into the Bay,

forming a wide roadway without parapets , but not so s trongly
cons tru c ted as the grea t S ou thWall

,
i t b eing much les s exposed

to the a ct ion of the wind and waves . The portion near t l e
end is s ubmerged at high wat er , and i s t erminat ed by a wrought
iron lighthous e of a bright red colou r

,
ris ing from a masonry

bas e . The cons truct ion of this b reakwa t er w as carried ou t

b etween the years 1820 and 182 3 .

The North Bul l
,
a large sandb anl: is land, extends over a

cons iderabl e area i n a north- ea s t erly d i re ct ion , and i n fine
weather is well worthy of explorat ion" by the pedest rian ; i t
i s covered in part s by a shor t green sward fringed by a range
of sand d unes

,
and along it s eas t ern shore e x tend s a beauti fu l

s t rand li t tl e know n except to loca l r es id ents .
In the day s of duell ing

,
the North Bul l w as a favouri te

place for thes e encounters .
From Dol lymount and the Bull, th e mos t conspi cuous obj ect

in the view i s the Hil l of Howth
,
which , with it s b right green

fields , pretty vil las , and pat ches of furze and heather , fo rms
a pleas i ng and at t ract ive picture .

Immediat ely beyond the approach to the Bul l Wal l is Dol ly
mount

,
compris ing the lo cal i ty fo rmerly known as Blackbush

o r Heronstow n,
whi ch name survived u nti l recently in the

designat ion of Heronstow n Road or Blackbush Lane , now

known as M oun t Prospect Avenue
,
turning inland imm e d iat ely

beyond Dollymount . Th e name of Dollymount would s eem
to have or ig inated with a hous e bearing that t itl e whi ch s tood
on or adj oining the s i t e of Sea Park in M ount Prospect Avenue

,

and which is shown in Duncan ’s M op of 1820 . Dollymoun t
House ”

appears in th e Dubl in Directory up to 1836, a fter
which i t d i sappears , d oubtles s having b een r e-named

,
and

in 18 38 the name appears for the fi rs t t ime as that of a d is t ric t ,
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John Plunke t of Beaulieu , Co . Lou th ; and the ini tials , C . E.
,

are thos e of thei r Chris t ian n ames . Thei r al tar-tomb may

be s een in the chancel of Howth Abbey
,
where th ey are r ep t e

sented by recumbent figu res— his e ffigy in armou r
,
and that

of his wife i n the cos tume of the p eriod .

The tablet in qu es ti on w as s ubsequently t rans ferred to the
wa l l 0 1 an a d j a c en t hou s e named “

B et tyville,
” but h a s

recently been removed .

The sluggish wa ters of the Sant ry river dis charge th ems elves
on the shore a t thi s point , under Wat ermil l Bridge

, and
-here

,

i n former times
,
s t ood a sma ll mil l , from which ci rcums tance

the cot tage and bridge derived thei r n ames .
The extens i on o f the t ram line t o Howth cons iderably al t ered

the appearance of this neighbourhood, and rendered i t much
les s s ecluded than formerly . A hundred years a g o a road ran

a long the b each from here t o the point known as The Whip
of the Wat er

,

” where the Howth Road des cends to the shore ,
and

,
a l though i t h as l ong since been obli t era ted by the a ction

of. the tides , s ome t races of i t were vis ib l e up to the time the
t ram line w as cons tru cted .

A group o f d i lapida ted cot tages , insani tary , no doubt , bu t
pi cturesque , as i nsan i tary dwell ings frequently are

,
s t ood on

the shore n ear the pos i t ion now occupied by the t ram sheds
,

bu t were all taken down during the a l t erat ion s con s equent
on the cons t ruct ion of the l in e . This group formed the
subj ec t of many a pic ture

,
both in pub li c gal le ries and priva te

colle ct i ons ; but it i s doub t fu l i f i t s identi ty w as frequently
r ecognis ed .

From the Howth road the r ead er can e ither return to
Clontarf , take the t rain back from Raheny , or cont inu e his
j ou rney to Howth or els ewhere as desi red .

The authorit ies consu lted in the prepara t ion of this
chapter are

,
D al ton ’s His tory of tbe County Dubl in ; War

burton
,
Whitelaw 8c Wa lsh ’s His tory of ibe City of Dubl in

and for “ M ud I s land ,
”
tw o ar ti cle s by T . P . which

appeared in the l r irb Timer abou t February, 1911 .



CHAPTER XXV

DRUMCONDRA, SANTRY , BUCK
”

JONES

AND CLONLIFFE

NCE an i so lated village on the Grea t Northern road ,
Drumcondra now retain s few ves t iges of i ts o riginal
character , and is known to Du blin people of the pres en t

d ay only as a rapid ly extending suburb of the M etropolis .
Yet there are many res iden ts who can remember a t ime when
D rumcond ra presen ted an old — fashioned and even pi c tures qu e
appearan ce compared wi th i t s presen t asp ec t

, and when i t
contain ed few houses or t erraces , excep t thos e in the vi l lage
and the row on the hill

,
which la t ter are sai d to b e among the

oldes t dwellings i n the n eighb ou rhood
In former t imes Dors et S treet ended a t the B ethesda Chapel ,

and the cont inuat ion of tha t thoroughfare as far as the Cana l
Bridge w as known as Dors e t Lane , beyond which i t w as

Drumcondra Lane
,
as far as the Tolka Bridge , and th ereaft ers

the. Santry Road .

Fo r hundred s o f years this h as b een one of the prin cip al
highways lead ing out of th e ci ty , and s o far back as 1634, a

traveller wro te of i t As d ai n ty a fine w ay as ever I rode
,

Even at an ea rl ie r da te thisand a mos t plea sant count ry .

’

road w as regard ed as su ch an important thoroughfare tha t
in a Chancery Rol l of 1450 i t is s ty led The Roy al Way .

”

I t b ecame the mail road from Dublin to the North afte r the
rou te nin Finglas , Ashbourne , and Duleek h ad been abandoned

,

and w as t raverse d dai ly by a number of mai l and pas senger
coaches i n the ea rly pa rt of the las t cen tury . The miles ton es
were placed on i t in 18 12 a t a cos t of 503 . each , and in 182 3

the footpath alo ng i t w as con s tru c ted as far as Swords .
255
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Brewer, i n his B eau ties of Ireland says Drumcondra
or Drumconrath , al though not dis tan t more than tw o miles
from the M etropolis , i s marked by an air of pens ive t ran
qui ll i ty

,
in some measu re p roduced by the deep shade Of

numerous trees
,
whi ch embower many part s of the vil lage .

”

The corr ect name of this dis t ri c t would app ear t o b e Clont u rk ,
otherwis e Clontolk , meaning the meadow of the boa r , the
name Drumcondra having b een at fi rs t appl ied only t o the

vil lage , and s ub sequently extended un til i t had sup erseded
the original name of the dis tr i ct .
I n the reign of George I . some of the Dublin cit i zens formed

themselves in to an as s ocia t ion cal led “ The Floris t s’ Club
,

for the purpos e of encou raging the cultivat ion of fl owers
in I reland . They held thei r meet ings at the Ros e Tavern
in Drumcondra Lane

,
wh er e they adj udged premiums to thos e

who h ad produ ced the mos t b eautiful flowers at thei r shows .

The Rose Tavern cont inu ed in exis ten ce unti l the year 1793 .

Belvidere House
,
now St . Patri ck’s Trai ning Col lege

,
w as

the s eat of the Coghill family, for many y ears as s ocia ted w i th
this local i ty . S ir John Coghi ll

, M as te r in Chan cery res ided
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on th e ant iqui ti es of the d i s t ri c t s he vis i t ed . He then wen t
to S cot land fo r a s im ilar purpos e

,
but b efor e finishing with

tha t country, came to Ireland, and , as the result of h is travels
here , brought ou t tw o large volumes on I rish antiquit ies ,
cop iously illus trat ed . This work appeared in 1791, and soon
afterward s i n that year the author died O f an apoplect i c fi t
a t the house of Horace Hone in Dub l in .

Near Gros e’s grave is buried Thomas Fu rlong, the Wexford

pOet , w ho d i ed i n 1827 .

Although su ch a shor t d i s tance from Dub lin
,
the dis tr ic t

b etween Drumcond ra and Swords for many years bore the
unenviable repu ta t ion of b eing one o f the mos t dangerous
in the neigh bourhood of the M etropolis

,
repeated robberi es ,

both of mai l coaches and foot pas s engers
,
as well as other

ou trages
,
having taken place in i t up to the ea rly par t of the

las t century . The following are s ome of the mos t noteworthy
ins tances on reco rd
On 17 th Septemb er , 17 7 3 , the Drogh eda ma i l coach coming

to Dublin
,
w as robb e d a t the wa l l nea r Santry by two young

men o f good add res s , who , hav ing s ecu red a ll the cash and

wa tches o f the travellers
,
excep t the pu rse of a pri es t which

they returned
,
fled on the approach of s ome foo t pas s engers .

About a week aft erward s , one o f them
,
named Fleming, w as

arres ted a t S t radbal ly, and confes s ed h is guilt , b es id es i nfo rming
on h is comrade .

On the 24th M arch
,
1798 , the North M a i l Coach on i t s

w ay from Dublin
,
w as at tacked n ear San try by a party of

“ I nnocents ” (i nsurgent s) , who robb ed the pas s engers o f
p rop erty to the valu e of b etween and £400 , in clud i ng
all the arms which the pas s engers and guard h ad w i th them
for thei r p ro tec tion .

Tw o months lat er , i n th e same year , the Belfas t M ai l w as

s topped in San try village by n ine or t en armed men w ho

h ad previously fixed a b arri cad e of car ts acros s the road . They
told the driver and guard tha t they were fri ends , and tha t
the reason they s topped the coach w as t o prevent it from
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fal ling into the hands of a large body of the in su rgen ts n ear
Swords . The guard and d rive r b el i evi ng them , dismoun ted ,
and , on being i nvi ted, en tered a hou s e, where they were
detain ed while the coach w as fi l l ed and covered with dry
fu rze and set on fi re

,
every portion of i t and i t s contents b eing

consumed
,
excep t a smal l remnan t of the le t ters

,
which were

taken back
,
half bu rnt , t o the Genera l Po s t Offi ce . This

ou t rage, however, s eems to have b een an act of w ar rather
than one of highway robbery, as none of the pas s engers were
e i ther il l t r eated or despoiled of thei r prop erty

,
and , acco rding

to the driver’s accoun t
, a large crowd , es t ima ted by him at not

l es s than pers ons
,
w as a s s embled on the o ccas ion in the

adj oining fi elds . The Attorneys ’ Caval ry Corps
,
which h appened

t o b e pa t rol ling in the n eighbou rhood
,
cap tured five men

su spected of complici ty in the t ransac ti on , and took them to
Dubl in .

On the 18 th Augus t
,
1828

,
when th e Derry M a i l w as on

i t s w ay from tow n , a man i n ten t i onally d rove h is ca r t aga ins t
i t and b roke one of the lamps . The guard gave the hors e and
car t with i t s driver in to charge of the polic e at San try, w ho ,
when on their w ay to the pound . were a t tacked n ear Coolo c k
bridge by a party of desp eradoes w i th the ob j e c t of effect ing
a res cu e . The poli c e

,
out numbered

,
fi red t w o sho ts at thei r

a ssai lants , s everely wounding two of them ,
whom they ar res ted

and conveyed
,
with the driver of the car t

,
t o Dublin .

In the following yea r a robb er w as sho t dead on the road
n ear San try, and w as bu ried i n the churchya rd . On anothe r
occa s ion a gentl eman of the neighbourhood

,
re tu rning on hi s

outs ide car from a day’s shooting
, w as s t opped a t a dark pa rt

o f the road by a number o f highwaymen he
,
however

,
offered

a desp era te res is tan ce . shooting one dead
, and so s eve rely

w ound ing another tha t t o save the in j u re d man ’s l i fe he h ad
to drive him in to town for medica l t reatmen t after the
rema i nder of the robb ers h ad fl ed .

Bes ides thes e , many other ou trages and robb eri es are re co rd ed
,

and the numerous woods i n the n eighbou rhood s eem to have
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been recognis ed shel ters for highwaymen
,
one of the mos t

noted of whom, acco rding to t radi t ion
,
made h is favouri te

lai r in a hollow tree near Sant ry
,
s t il l poin t ed ou t t o the

wayfarer .
Santry h ad , at the northern end of the v il lage , tol l-gate s

acros s the roads t o Swords and Bal lymun they were removed
i n 17 88 , but the toll -hou s e , an o ld red bri ck cot tage

,
may s t ill

b e s een at the angle of San try demesne
,
and the fi eld Oppos it e

the forge is t o the present day ca ll ed The Turnpik e Field .

”

Th e dis t ri c t around Drumcondra w as
,
about th e la tter en d

of the 18 th and the b eginning of the 19th centu ry, not only
the r es idence

,
bu t the resor t of many fashionab le and dis~

t ingu ish ed peop l e
,
and a numb er of t ea houses and gardens

were, during that p er iod, es tablished th ere, in the hope of

at t racting thei r patronage . After some years , however
,

in cons equence of the extension of the city in thi s direct ion,
t hes e places came t o b e frequented by a d ifferen t clas s from
thos e for whom th e originators h ad i n tended th em ; the
amusements degenerat ed into row dyism and drunkenness , and
i t at length b ecame neces sary t o clos e all thes e resorts in conse

q u ence of the dis orderly s cenes enac ted there .

I n a po em by Thomas D ermody
,
published in 1806, the

following referen ce is made to Drumcondra

But ah my d eares t , l et not gyps i es l ead ,
Thy vagrant w and ’

ring to the ru ra l mead ,
Let dire Drumcondra e ’er unheeded li e,
Though t eapots , cups and saucers court the eye .

About 18 19 an enterpris ing Frenchman named Duval .
undet erred by the fa ilu r e of hi s p redecesso rs , r en ted Clont u rk
Hous e and ground s , and a tt empted t o convert them into a

s econd Vauxhal l ; he h ad hobby hors es and swing s set up
through the grounds

,
held disp lays of. fi rewo rks , ro ckets, and

fi r e balloons , and
,
las t

,
though not l eas t ,

“ dis covered ”
a

mineral w ell
,
in regard to w hich some s t range s tori es are told .
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and manager of Dalv
’
s Theat r e in Crow S treet

,
which w as

then in a dilapida ted condit ion
,
and he expended an immens e

sum i n renova t ing i t . During the troubled t imes of 1798

Jones b ecame unpopular
,
and he w as for ced t o clos e the th eatre

owing t o the s e rious r io t s which b ecame of almos t n ightly
o ccurr ence in the build ing . I t w as sub sequently re-Open ed,
bu t aga in

,
i n 180 3 , for s imil ar r eas ons , h e w as for ced t o clos e i t .

Jones w as cons idered one of the handsomes t men of his
d ay ; his manners and bearing wer e thos e of a poli shed
gentleman

,
and i t w as sai d that he bore some res emblan ce t o

George IV . when Prince ofWa les . I n Jones’s t ime the demesn e
of Clonliffe House ext ended as far back as the Tolka, and

i ncluded wha t i s known as Donnelly’s Orchard
,

”
and as the

only means of acces s t o Clonlifi e Road w as from Drumcondr a
road a t one end and Ballybou gh at the other

,
Jones h ad a new

road made — a continuat ion of Russ ell S t re et— leading by
a temporary b ridge a cros s the Roya l Canal , d irec t lv at right
angles into Clonl iffe Road oppos i t e the en trance t o h is hou se
For l ong afte rw ards this road w as universal ly known as Buck
Jon es ’s road ,

” bu t in recen t vears the name has b een s implified
in to it s p resen t form .

Clonlifie House , a plain
,
well -bu il t s tructu re

,
s t il l s urvives

,

though exhib it ing
,
of cours e

,
some evidence s of decay

, and

ow ing to the demol it ion of it s exten s ive ou t —offices, i t now
pres en ts a ra ther ins ign ifi can t appearance . I t faces Clonlifi e
Col lege

,
and is now included wi thin the grounds of tha t es tab

lishmen t . The hou s e w as used as a depot for the Revenue
Poli ce— a force long s in c e extinc t— from to 1857 .

Jon es w as a man of grea t courage and determinat ion , and

his energet i c conduc t as a magis t rat e o cca si onal ly b rought him
into confl i c t with th e crimina l clas s e s . On one occas ion
he nearlv lo s t his l i fe i n con sequence of h is effor ts t o apprehend
a notoriou s loca l desperado n amed Larry Clinch, who w as

known t o b e on e o f the party that burn t the B el fas t ‘mai l
at San try . Clinch , so far from being intimidated by Jon es’s
p roceedings

,
actual ly h ad the au dacitv t o b esiege Clonl ifie
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Hou se wi th a number of his gang . But in this he w as outwit ted ,
for Jones

,
having go t wind of t he p roj ec t

,
privat ely convey e d

t o his hous e i n hackney carriages , unde r cover of night . an

offi cer and guard of the Tipperary M i li t ia . The at tack took
place on the 6th November , 1806. On tha t n ight Cap ta i n
O

’

Reilly, who w as on a vi s i t w i th Jon es
,
wen t to the hal l-doo r

to look ou t
,
w hereu pon th e robb ers ru shed in , two o f th em

following O ’
Reilly i nt o the d in ing room ,

w her e a despera te
confl i c t ensu ed , Exci ted by the uproa r , no les s than seve n

Bu ck Jones
’

s Hou se
,
Clonl ifi

'

c .

o f the s old i e r s fi red mad ly from the adj oining room wounding
their own offi cer

,
bu t the robb ers , overawed , re ti red, and one

of th em i n hi s fl igh t received two bull ets , from the effects
o f which he d i ed du ring the n ight . Ano ther o f them rushed
ups ta i rs

,
shouting ups ta i rs

,
boy s , fo r the money and plat e

,

to w hich a sold i e r on th e fi rs t land i ng answered , down s ta i rs
,

boys
,
for the powd er and b al l ,

”
and , su iting the act ion t o

the word
,
fi red

,
kil ling th e robb er on th e Spot . The rema i nde r

o f the gang were then made pris oners , and the corps es of t h e
d ead robb ers , a fter having been exposed fo r a few days for
the pu rpos e of iden t ifi cat ion , and not ha vi ng been cla imed
by t heir rela t ives

,
w ere buried in the su i cid es ’ ground

,
bes id e

t h e cros s -roads a t Ballyb ou gh .



264 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF DUBLIN

Jones ’s end w as a sad on e . On the expi rati on of h is paten t
i n 1820 fo r the Crow S tree t Thea tre

,
he fai l ed, owing t o a

caba l agai ns t him
,
ei ther to ob tai n a ren ew a l of i t or com

p ensat ion fo r the los s e s en ta i led on him by the ac ti on of the
Government in is su ing a pa ten t fo r the Theat re Royal (burn t
i n and he found himself a ru in ed man . He spen t a

cons iderab le time in pri s on fo r deb t
,
and at length sank i nto

abj ec t poverty
,
h is las t abode having b een a smal l cab ‘in near

w here M oun tj oy Pris on s tands . Here
,
un ti l his death i n

he w as kept i n the necessaries of l i fe b y a few fa i thfu l
fr i ends , who h ad known him in his b e t ter days

, and who
endeavoured to al lev iat e the old man ’s so rrows i n h is lat er years
Common gos s ip of the local i ty holds that h e i s won t at

t imes t o revi s i t his whilom haunt s
, and th ere are not wan tin g

s ome who aver tha t they have s een him ,
at dead of night , a

tall s tat ely figure on hors eback
,
nois el ess ly riding about the

neighbourhood of Jones’ s Road .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


266 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF DUBLIN

forming a delightful re treat , notwi ths tandi ng the rap id
en croachme nt of the c ity i n this di re c tion .

A m ini ature t emple
,
b earing the motto Fa s t igia desp icit

u rb is (i t look s
'

dow n upon the pinnacles of the c i ty) , sa id
t o h ave b een sugges t ed by Sw i ft , s tands on a s l ight eminen ce
i n th e grounds

, and con ta i ns a medal l ion of Stella by M rs .

Delany .

The villag e ofG lasn evin h as,of cours e, been much a l t ered sin ce
D r . Delany

’

s t im e
, and is now included i n the city, bu t a few

of the old er hous es s t il l rema in
,
and are readily d i s t i ngu ished

by thei r old —world ga rdens
,
with thei r wealth of flowering

shrubs and cl imbing plan ts . I t wou ld s eem to have b een an

undes irabl e place of r es iden ce i n th e b e g i nning of th e

18 th cen tury , i f we are to b e li eve the des crip ti on given by
Archbishop King in a let t er, da ted 17 25, published in M an t ’s
His tory of the Cb zzr cb of Ireland Glasn evin w as the
r ecep tacl e for thieves and rogues . The fi rs t s earch when
anything w as s tolen w as there

,
and when any coupl e h ad

a
n

mind t o r eti re to b e wi cked there w as th ei r harbour
But s in c e the chu rch w as bui l t , and s ervice regu larly s e t tl ed ,
all thes e evil s are banished . Good houses are buil t in i t

,

and the place civilis ed .

Adj oining Gla s nev i n a re the B otani c Ga rdens w here s tood
the re s id ence o f Tick ell

,
the poet and l i t e ra ry ex ecu tor of

Addi son who came to I rela nd a s s ecr e ta ry t o the Ea rl of

Wha r ton i n 1709 . Tick ell
,
who w a s Cl e rk of the Pri vy

Counci l, d i ed here i n 1740, and from hi s r epre s en ta t iv e s the
pla ce w a s purcha s ed abou t 120 yea r s ago , for i t s pre s en t
purpo s e s

,
by the Roya l Dubli n S oci e ty .

13

A wa lk of a coup le of mi les fr om G las n evin takes u s t o the
village of Finglas , on the old coach road t o Drogheda— a road
s til l p referred by many cycli s t s and motori s ts t o tha t by Swords
and Balb riggan . Should i t b e decid ed to go d i r e ct to Finglas

,

w i thou t vi s i ting Glas nev i n , th e dis tan ce to b e walked i s tw o

mi les from where th e t ram leaves u s at th e end of the Fingla s

road . I f this route b e taken , we pas s the cemetery, and
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pres ently come in to vi ew of the s teep hil l d es cending to the
haml e t o f Finglas -bridge , s i tuated i n a well wooded and

shel tered hollow formed by the b anks of the Tolka . Viewed
from the encompas s ing heights

,
thi s l i t tle v il lage pres en ts

a mos t pi ctu resqu e app earan ce , the blu e haz e o f smoke from
i ts co t tages so ftening the dark background of the t rees , and

the build ings of Bell e Vu e , enclosed by their woods , in a com
m anding pos i t ion overlooking th e val ley of the rive r .

John Dunton
,
the eccen tri c Dubl in books ell e r , i n The

Dublin Scufle (1699) re fers to the fine town of Fingla s , s ea ted
on a hil l

,
where I h ad a nob le prospe c t o f the sea and o f

all the ships in the h arbour of Dubl in .

All o ther t imes I would walk through the green meadows
from the end of Stoneyb at t er t o the Kab ragh , w hich i s a

village about a mile from my lodging
,
fu ll of s tat ely t rees ,

which give a pleasan t shade and d el ightfu l prospec t . From
thence as I came back I h ad the sea and harb ou r di re ctly
in my vi ew .

”

When the above w as writ ten
,
over 200 years ago , i t i s po ss ib l e

tha t the dispos i t ion of the bu ild ings and t re es may have b een
such as to p ermit of a vi ew of the sea from this lo cal i ty, bu t
a t the presen t day, al though Howth i s eas ily dis tinguishable ,
no vi ew of ei ther the b ay o r harbour can b e ob ta i ned .

Referring to this n eighbou rhood
,
Dr . Rutty in his Na tura l

Hz

’

rtory of zb e County Dubl in page 5, s e ts for th h is
v i ew s on what he call s the ven t ila t ion o f the ci ty of Dublin .

He expla in s that i t l i es in a va ll ey between a lofty range of
mountai ns on the s outh and a high tableland on the north .

This , he s tat es , causes a thorough d raught
,
bu t he adds that

the advantage lies with the nor th s id e of the ci ty
,
where the

land r is ing only to a gentle e levat i on enab les th e fou l air t o
e s cape from that s ide A gentl e b reeze from the eas t i s not
s ufficien t to d i spers e the smoke and vapours of the ci ty

,
as

anyone will b e convi n ced who will take a walk t o Finglas
,

or any more elevated place s i tua t ed t o the north of the ci ty ,
i n s uch a s tat e o f weather , when he will s ee a large cloud of



268 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF DUBLIN

smoke in t errupted by, and s tagnat ing under the mountains
to the s outh , o f whi ch the v i l lages t o the s ou th have a large
shar e, whil e thos e t o the north enj oy a s erener air

,
which

s eems t o b e one r eason , b es ides the natu r e of the soil
,
for

the preferen ce that h as been given t o habi tat ions on the
north

,
t o those on the sou th s ide of the river

As regards the concluding s ta t ement
,
i t c er ta inly i s the

cas e that down t o abou t a hund red y ears ago , the ci ty s eemed
to b e extending more rapid ly on the north than on the s outh
s ide

,
bu t i t i s ve ry doub tfu l i f the inh abi tant s were influ enced

in thei r choi c e b y atmospheric cons idera tion s . and the real
cause w as more probably the vague tradi ti onal fear of the
“ mountai n enemie

” s u rv iving until the clos e of the 18 th
cen tury , and handed down from early t imes

, w h en Dublin
w as an Engl ish colony

,
menaced by fi erce and vengeful foes , w h o ,

from thei r fa s tnes s es in the mounta ins were wont t o swoop
down at uncer ta in in tervals and ravage the country even
to the ci ty wal ls . This dread

,
Opera ting for centuries , ' i n

t ime result ed in more s e t t led cond i t ions both in regard to
agricultu re and bui lding en terpr is e, i n the nor thern than in the
s ou thern par t of the county .

Dr . Lanigan
,
the learn ed Iri sh his torian

,
r es ided in Finglas

for many y ears pri or to his death and burial ther e in 1828 ,

but no memorial marked the res t ing-place of that genial
s cholar unti l s ome thir ty y ears aft erw ards,

'

w h en a hands ome
cros s with bo th Lat in and I rish in s crip t ions w as erec ted to hi s
memory i n the old churchy ard . A commemorat ive tablet
has a l so b een p laced in th e new church .

One of the mos t in t eres t i ng an tiqu it ies i n Finglas i s an

ancien t Celti c cros s
,
w hi ch , from early t imes , s tood t o the north

of the vil lage at a place cal led Wat ery Lane . When Cromwell’s
armyw ere pas s ing through Finglas i n 1649 on theirw ayt o b esi ege
Drogheda, they threw down this cross and b roke

'

it
,
and the

v il lagers
,
anxious t o pres erve i t from fu rther injury, buried i t

in the chu rchyard , where i n t ime it w as forgotten , though
vague t radit ions as t o it s exis ten ce lingered

‘

in
f

the neighbour
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general ly to s u ch an exten t as i n every w ay to favou r th e
exe cu tion of St rongb ow

’
s proj ec t .

In pu rsuan ce of thei r r es olve , a picked body of about 600
Anglo-Normans i n complet e armour

,
with s ome I rish all i es .

suddenly and s i lent ly sal l ied forth in three div i s ion s towa rd s
Finglas , where they f ound Rod eri ck ’s forces so unprepa red

,

t hat at the fi rs t a t tack they broke u p i n d is ord er and fled

K ing W i l l iam's Rampart, Finglas .

wi thou t making any effect ive r es i s tan ce , leaving a great quan tity
of booty on the field

, all of wh i ch fel l in to the hands o f the
a t ta cking party . The king

,
who w as taking a bath at the

t ime
,
only es caped capture b y fly ing precip i tately from the

bat t lefield in a s emi-naked condi tion .

This cleverly planned sorti e ra i s ed the s iege of Dublin , and

provided th e gar ri son with suffi ci en t s tor es and provis ions
to render abort ive any fu rther a tt empt at blockade by land
or sea .

M any years ago, considerab le qu anti t i es of human bon es
,
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together with remains o f antiqu e weapons and armou r , were
dis covered in an o ld quarry n ear Finglas wood . Dim trad i t ions
of the neighbourhood poin t t o the place as a s cene of a ba t tle
i n remote t imes with th e Danes , but as no su ch engagemen t
is re co rded in his tory

,
i t i s probable th a t the rel i cs in ques tion

b elonged to the ba t tle which resulted so disas t rous ly for the
forces of King Roderick O’

Connor .

In the M arques s of Ormonde en camped here prior to hi s
overthrow at the bat t l e of Rathmines

, and ob ta in ed some
su cces s es over smal l par t ies o f Pa rl iamentarian troops near
Drogheda , who had taken up pos i t ions there in o rd er to
int er cept convoy s of provi s ions coming from the north by
the Drogheda and Ashbourn e Road . His l et t ers t o King
Charle s I I .

,
w ri t ten at this p eriod , exhibi t the utmos t con

fidence as t o the final i s su e of his Operat ions agains t the
ci ty of Dublin .

In 1690 KingWi lliam
’s army en camped at Finglas fo r a few

days on thei r r etu rn from the Ba tt le of the Boyne . Tw o

mas s ive s t ru ctures known as
“ King William’s Rampart s ”

the erect ion of which is a s cri bed by lo ca l t radi ti on t o that
monarch , remain t o the presen t day— one on the boundary
of th e Rectory ground, and the o ther , a larger one

,
clos e t o

the vill age
, on the road running southwa rd from the new

church . Both have heavy growths of ivy, and pres en t the
appearan ce of antiquity, bu t th e larger one i s s t rengthened
b y bu t tres s es wh i ch app ear to b e of re cen t da te

, and may

h ave b een added to preven t i t fal ling ou t on the road .

According to t rad i tion , St . Pat ri ck having come to Fingla s
from M eath , as cend ed a ris ing ground , and vi ewing Dublin
a t a dis tance, bless ed it , and prophes ied that al though then
but a small vil lage , it should one d ay b e a ci ty of importan ce

,

and ultimat ely become the met ropo lis of the kingdom .

Poss ib ly connec ted with this legend is St . Pa t ri ck ’s Well
,

s tanding in a field a li t tle to the north-w es t of the vi llage
,

and formerly held in grea t repute for i ts sanat ive vi rtu es as

a sp a .
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In early times an Abbey w as founded here and dedi cated
to St . Canice, whos e fes t ival w as formerly celebra ted in the

vil lage on the 11th Octob er . At a later da te
,
which cannot

b e defini t ely as cer ta ined . the church whos e ruins now remain,
w as erect ed on the s i t e of this ancien t es tabli shment

,
and

used until 1843 , when the new church w as bu il t . and the
m u ra l monuments b elonging to lo cal famil i es moved thither
from the Olde r edifice . One of thes e i s t o the memory of

the Rev . Rober t Walsh, LL .D . , through whose exer tions ,
as s tated

,
the village cros s w as discovered .

From some documents of the 13 th century as t o the right s
of turbary at Finglas , i t would appear that there w as then. a

considerabl e supply of tu rf i n the neighbourhood .

A hundred years ago Finglas w as celeb ra ted for i t s M ay

Sports
,
which wer e carried ou t on a more elaborat e s ca le than

at any other place n ear Dublin . Unti l abou t 1845 the Maypole
s tood in the open space near the poli ce bar rack, on the s i te
now o ccupied by the pump , and al though i t h ad been , no

doub t
,
original ly decora ted in the orthodox fashion with

ribbons and s t reamers , at a lat er p eriod of i t s exis ten ce it w as

pa in ted whi t e
,
with blue and red s tripes en ci rcling i t l ike

a gigan tic barb er’s pole . During the Sports i t w as well greas ed
,

and at the top wer e affixed in su cces s ion the vari ous p ri zes
wh i ch awai ted the s ucces s ful asp irants t o fame as climb ers .
Bes ides the pole— cl imb ing there w as dan cing , with a number
of other spor ts and amusements su ch as cat ching a pig

,
whi ch

w as well shaved and s oaped before b eing turned loos e among
its would-b e captors , grinn ing through h ors e collars , th e prize
b eing awarded to the competi to r who achieved the mos t
fet ching grin

,
ca t ching a b ell-ringer, his pursuers b eing blind

folded ; foot , sack , and ass ra ces , and improvis ed frol i cs of every
des cription .

During this p eriod Finglas fully equal led Donnybrook as a

popular a t t rac t ion
,
the fes t ivit i e s causi ng so mu ch commot ion

and exci t emen t in this ordinari ly quiet n eighbourhood that
a t one time it w as proposed to have them suppress ed as a
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about eighty years ago . The mos t no ti ceable featu re in the
building is a lofty s quar e tu rret

,
the lower part of whi ch appears

t o b e very ancien t
,
probably dati ng from the t ime of Queen

Eli zabeth, w hil e the upper porti on , cons tru cted of b ri ckwork ,
Seems to b e of more recent date

, and i s covered by a modern ,
s lated roof . The defens ive character of th e original s tru cture
is i nd i cated by the mas s ively bu i l t t ur ret , with i t s incon
snicu ou s loopholes commanding the approa ch to the ent ran ce
d oor, and b y the ar ched entran ce at the back to an under
ground pas sage , now fall en in , whi ch probably led t o some
s ecre t exit , while i ns id e the front wal l a large wel l furn ished
the place wi th wat er . Attached t o the es tablishmen t were
numerous ou t -offices, bakehous es , and s tables , with extensive
wal led gardens

,
which s till conta in a few of the o ld fru i t t rees ,

and in the wes t ern s id e of the hous e may S t il l b e s een the remai ns
of th e great ki t chen fi replace .

About a hundred years ago thi s hous e w as u sed as a tannery,
and s in ce tha t t ime h as b een gradually fall ing in to decay.

Over the h all door the re formerly w as a s t one tablet b earing
the arms of the Segrave family

,
the ancien t t erri tor ia l

proprieto rs .
The whole s t ru ctu re pres en ts the app earance of a dwelling

hous e bu i lt on to the nu cleus of an old cas t l e , which , however,
h as s uffered su ch des truc t ive a l te ra t ions in the process as

t o leave bu t l i t t le by whi ch to j udge of i t s o riginal des ign or

charac ter .
Like many other o ld houses in the neighbourh ood of Dublin ,

popu lar t radit ion as s igns t o this bui lding the dub ious honour of
having shelt ered King James on the n ight of the Bat t le of

the Boyn e
,
and a l though there is no hi s torical evidence t o

suppor t this b el ief the ru in is i n con sequence almos t uni
versally known as King James ’s Cas tle .

”

In addit ion t o the autho ri t i es a lready quoted , an a rt i cle
b y M r . Wm . C . S tubbs , M . A. , on the F ingal Dis t ri ct , in the

7 ourua l of the Roya l Society of Antiqua r ies fo r 1897 , h as been
consul ted in the preparat ion of this chap t er .



CHAPTER XXVII

F INGAL— BALDOYLE
, PORTMARNOCK,

MALAHIDE

AND ST . DOOLAGH’S

HE no rth o f the County Dublin
,
though no t

pos sess ing the same a t t ra cti ons in poin t of s cenery
as the mounta i nous dis t r ic t in the s outhern po r tion

,

ye t con tain s many ob j ect s o f deep his tori c in teres t s cat tere d
through the clas s ic pla in s of Fingal . Whil e i t lacks the b re ezy
expanses of golden go rs e

,
the heather- clad uplands and wooded

d efiles of the s outh , i t p res en ts wha t i s mo re accep tabl e to the
pra ctica l ey e of the agricultu ri s t

, a pleasantly undulat ing
country, fer t ile and cu l tivated

, and wat ered b y numerou s
rivulet s and s treams . Towa rd s the extreme north ern port ion
the undulat ions become more marked

,
forming a range of

gen tly s loping hills , ancient ly S lieve Breagh ,
extending wes t

wards from the coas t i nto the County M eath . Acco rding to
Tire Anna lr of tbe Four fil ar terr, the dis t ri c t of Finga l w as

bounded on the s outh by the Tolka, and on the north by the
rive r Delvin , now par t of the county boundary, while s ou th
wes tward i t ex tended as far as Knock M aeldoid , a small h il l
wes t of Finglas .
In the 9th centu ry a colony of Ostmen entered Dublin and

es tab li shed themselves there , bu t being u ltimately driven ou t
o f i t by the inhabi tant s , they se t tled i n the t rac t ly ing north
w ards along the coas t , which thencefo rth b ecame known as

F lue-Ga ll , o r the terri tory of the Gal ls o r s trangers . Thei r
des cendants up to a re cent period w ere known as Finga l lians ,
and even a t the p resen t d ay b ear t races of an origin d i fferen t
from thei r n eighbou rs

,
b es ides being credi ted with the posse s

s ion of dis t i nct ive charac teris t i cs and tempe rament .
2 75
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We s ta r t from town b y the Howth Road
,
and turn to the

left by the road crossmg the ra i lway at Baldoyle Stat ion ,
presen tly en t ering Baldoyle village

,
now chiefl y known in

connecti on with i t s hors e races , but in former years a bath ing
reso r t of s ome no te . At one p eriod this lo ca l i ty pos sess ed
an unenviable notori ety, as th e res ort of smugglers , highwaymen ,
and other und es i rables , bu t thos e davs ar e now forgotten

,

and the charact er of the inhab i tant s , as well as the whole
aspec t o f the vi llage , h as al t ered S in ce that time . Some of the
co ttages s tand o n th e very Shor e , and are o ften washed by
the su rf d uring the preva len ce of eas t erly winds

,
the effec ts

of w hich , are , however , to some extent , moderated b y the
adj oining peninsula of Portmarnock .

B aldoyle (B a z
’

le-Dubbgoz
’

ll) means the town of Dubhgall or

DOy le, a personal name sign ifying black Gall or foreigner— al e ,

Dane or Danar , as dis t inguished from Norwegians who fi rs t
s et tled i n I reland A .D. 842 (Iez

'

rb Name; of Pla cer , Vol . I
p . 350 , and Arch d a ll

’

s M ona s tieon Hiberu ieum
,
edi ted by

Ca rdi na l Moran ; Vol . I I . , p . 2 1
,
note) .A

I n 1369 a p arl iament w as held i n the Church of the Grange
of the Priory O fAll Sa in ts at Baldoyle by SirWi ll iam deWindsor

,

Lord Lieu tenant , fo r the purpos e o f levying sub si dies . As
this p ro ceedi ng b ecame the sub j e c t of popular remons trance

,

a commission of i nquiry w as granted b y Edw ard I I I . i n 13 7 3

t o i nves t iga t e the ac tion of the Lord Lieu tenant on this
o ccas ion

,
and i t w as found thereat tha t the sa id Lord

Lieu tenant summoned a parliament at Bald oyle where there
were no bu ild i ngs excep t one smal l chapel ; and tha t he
chos e that place for the pu rpos e of compell ing the members
o f sa id parliament , through want of lodging and o ther
i nconveniences

,
to comply wi th his demand ; and that

consequently the said parliament granted a sub sidy of

marks , of whi ch 500 would b e levied in the County ofM eath ,
whereupon the commons of sa id county s en t Ri chard Bray
in to England to the King .

”

The ivied ru in s o f this hi s to ri c edifice , known as Grange
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references to i t b eing found i n reco rds so far back as 1663 ,

u hen i t formed portion of the property of the Plunket t family .

At th e far s ide of the b ridge , ad j o ining Por tmarnock Hous e ,
is a small pat ch of land called “ The Cross

,

”
on which a

t ermon cros s fo rmerly s tood to mark cer tain monas ti c b ounds .
Turning to the right acros s Portmarnock bridge , we pas s
a numb er of pre tty cottages

,
a fter which wi ll b e Obs erved ,

to the right of the road . the ancien t chu rch of the lo ca li ty
,

erec ted i n the 12 th o r 13 th century, and used u p to about
1615, S in ce when i t h as been in ruins .
Between the ruin and the road lies S t . M arnock ’s Well

,

formerly open
,
and approached by a fl ight of S i xteen s tone

s teps l eading down to i t . On its northern side grew an old

willow t ree long s ince cut down
,
wh i ch , accord ing to trad i t ion ,

w as wont to bend over the waters on the approa ch of a S torm ,

and on this accoun t w as regarded with feelings akin t o venerati on
by the fi shing folk of the neighbourhood . Beside the well
w as a pil lar S tone

,
now broken to fragments , s ome of which

have b een pres erved
,
having on their angles Ogham inscrip

t ions
,
and also b earing s ome unknown Symbols , which were

never deciphered or explained . I t i s mu ch to b e regret ted
that po rtions of this in teres ti ng reli c were incorpora ted in the
masonry o f the w ell

,
when i t w as enclosed abou t 1855, and a

pump erected over i t
, as the inscrip t ion w as wel l defined and

undoub ted ly genuine .
Resuming ou r j ourney

, a laneway w il l b e s een on th e left
,

nearly Opposi te the chu rch
,
bearing the pi cturesqu e d esignat ion

of Blackb er ry Lane
,

”
and aft er pas s i ng the ris e in the road,

the shore agai n comes int o view at the northern extremity
of the Velvet St rand . Jus‘ t und er the poin t where the M ar tel lo
tower s tands

,
a smal l quay for landing fish w as cons tructed

about 100 years ago, when there w as a much larger population
a long this coas t than a t the p resen t time . The place w as

then known as Tob ermaclanev, meaning M aclaney
’
s

~well
,

and a depres s ion in the ground near the tower marks the s it e
o f the well . the wat ers of w hich , having b een d i s turbed by
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dra inage opera t ions , now Sp ring up from the sand s u nd er the
road , within a few yards o f the sea waves .
The Velvet S trand , s een to great advantage from this poin t ,

i s a mos t b eauti fu l s ight on a bright su nny day , with it s wid e ,
smooth expanse of sand , and i t s fringe o f white su rf, in s t riking
contras t t o the deep blue colou r of the water . Lamb ay looks

“qui t e clos e from here , the l i t t l e row of Coas tguard s ’ cot tages
n ear the harbou r being eas ily dis cerned w i thou t the aid of a
glas s . Howth town and harbou r are conspi cuously i n view,

as a ls o the rugged reach o f precipi tous cli ffs on the northern
side of I reland’s Eye , while to the right of Howth will b e
seen i n th e dis tan ce the Dublin and Wi cklow M oun ta ins .
Afte r pas si ng Tob ermaclaney, the road ski rt s the edge of a

range of low cliffs , almos t withi n reach of th e su rf from the
waves thu ndering aga i ns t the dark and rocky shore . I n front

,

at the Opposi te s ide of the creek
,
wil l b e ob s erved the Lunat i c

Asylum
,
pi ctu res quely S i tua ted on ris ing ground on the Por t rane

Peninsu la
,
the whol e asp ect O f whi ch h as b een al tered by the

building of this extens ive es tabl ishmen t . We nex t pas s the.
coas tguard s ta tion , and i n abou t hal f a mile fu rther

,
Rob sw all

Cas t le , a s qua re edifice s tanding on a ro ck b eside the shore,
with a dw ellinghou se buil t up again s t i t . I t con sis t s of three
s to reys

,
and w as s trongly fo rtifi ed

,
having b een des igned to

command the pas sage of the es tuary of M alahid e . The
ceiling of the grou nd S torey i s vaul ted , and a ci rcu lar s tai rcas e
l eads thence to the fi rs t floo r

,
wh i ch h as been enti rely

‘

modernis ed , while off the mai n room is a smal l garderob e .

’

A fl ight o f s tone s tep s as cends to the ba t tlements , from which
a l i t tl e watch tow er similar to thos e on Dalkey and Bullo ck
Cas t le s

,
i s r eached . The name appears i n an I nquis i t ion

i n the reign of Henry VI I I . as Roebu ck ’s Wal l , and is given
i n i ts presen t fo rm in the no tes of the Down Su rvey, where
i t i s des cribed as a that ched cas t le b elonging to the Barnew alls
O f Turvey .

Accord ing to t radition this cas tle w as founded in the 1sth

century by one of the de Berminghams with the
‘

ob j e c t
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s ta ted above , bu t i t does no t appear t o have eve r sus tained
a t tack or s iege . We n ext pas s on ou r right , the M alahid e
golf links — a green , undula t ing s t ret ch o f sand dunes , i n t er
spers ed with clumps o f bra cken and rushes , and as M alahid e
is approached, we come i nto v i ew of the es tuary of the Broad~

meadow Wa t er— lo cal ly known by the euphonious t i t le of
M uldowney Creek— ou the oppos i te sho re of which wil l b e
s een the soli tary farmhous e of Corbal li s .
Near M alahide wil l b e s een

, adj oining the road , a mos t
pi ctu res que dw ellinghou se partly cons tructed ou t of a mar t el lo
tower .
M a lahid e is a decayed wat ering-place whi ch a t ta ined an

ephemeral populari ty abou t s ixty years ago consequent upon
the cons t ruction of th e Dublin and Drogheda Railway, and

al though there are many good houses and t erraces in the vicinity,
i t h as , i n re cen t y ears , Shown l it tle s igns of r eviva l excep t as

a golfing resor t . Tw o hundred years ago i t w as a favouri te
drive for the Dubli n folk

,
and the eccen tri c John Dunton

i n Tbe Dubl in Seufle says Sometimes I would fo r
my div ers i on rid e ou t a few miles either to San try, Swords
o r M alah ide , a place as em i nent as Billingsgat e fo r people
going to ea t oys t ers there .

”

A pictu re o f M a lahid e Cas t l e appears on the maps of the
Down Su rvey , and in the notes i s the followi ng d es crip tion
of the town : M al lah id e con ta ins the town o f M allahid e ;

the re i s a good s ton e hous e therein
,
with orchard s and gardens

and many ash t rees , with o ther ou t -hous es in good repa i r ;
there are al so many tha tched hous es and cab bins by the
s easid e or b a y , where fi shermen dwelleth , and a mill tha t
goeth b y ebb t id es .”

M alahide Cas t l e w as founded i n the reign O f Henry I I .
by Richa rd Talbo t , who h ad re ceived a grant of the ad j oini ng
land s , and w as an ances tor of the presen t p ropri etor . The
exterior of the building exhib it s l i t t l e t races of i t s ancient
cha rac ter t he Old loopholes have b een superseded by modern
window s , the once formidable outworks have long s in ce dis
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“

sea
, from the Dublin and Wi cklow M ounta ins to the more

di tan t ranges of Carlingford and M ourne .

To reach this hill , take the road s tar ting from the hotel
,

up a s l ight inclin e— a t the end of this road a n arrow pathway
between high hedges tu rns t o the l eft

, and aft er pas s ing through
the fi elds , l eads ou t upon the t op . From this poin t the northern
side of Howth and the bold profi l e Of I reland’s Eye s tand
prominen tly i n view ; and between the obs erver and the city,
which may b e dis t inguished in the dis tance

,
is a ri ch wood ed

country of hill and dal e
,
i n terspersed with villages , cottages

and count ry s eats . By cont inuing the pa thway down the
s ou ther n s id e of the hill , ei ther the coas t road or the i nland
road to Portmarno ck can b e reached .

I f the return to town i s made from M alahide , we cros s
the railway by the bridge a t the s ta tion

,
whence the lin e runs

S t ra ight acro ss the creek and sands fo r a couple of miles t o
Donaba te . We now en ter upon the mai n M alahide road ,
well shelt ered for a considerable dis tance by the dens e woods
of the Cas t l e

,
and , counting from the ra ilway bridge , we take

th e fou rth turn to the right at the nearly vanished vil lage
of Felt rim ,

leading up by a gradua l as cent t o Fel t rim hill ,
an emInence whi ch , surmounted by it s ruined windmill , fo rms
a conspi cuous Obj ec t i n the pret tily divers ified country around
l l

'

.

The bri cks of which the windmill is bui l t appear to b e of

excel lent qual ity , and what rema ins of the woodwork is s t il l
i n good pres erva t ion . The view from the hil l compri se s
the ancien t di s t ri ct of Fingal , the expans e O f the Bay, and the
Dublin and Wi cklow M ountains bey ond It .

M alahide is qui te concealed from Vi ew by the dens e woods
of the Cas t l e , but Swords and i t s ivy- clad ruins are eas i ly
d i s tinguishable inland . Beyond M alahide creek , in the dis tance,
wil l b e s een the gen tly s loping eminen ce on which s tand the
mas s ive ruins of Baldongan Cas t le , and i n l in e wi th

“

Swords
is Garris town Hill , surmounted by it s s quar e ruin .

Felt rim Hill s till r etains t races o f the wild charac ter whi ch
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mus t have dis t inguished i t when i t o rigin al ly a cquired it s

name of Faildru im, or the Hi ll o f theWolves , and the numerous
thi ckets of furze and brushwood s cat tered over i t would even
now a fford excellen t cover for thes e animals . I n early t imes
i t w as covered by dens e fo res t and s cru b

, and w as d oub tles s
a Spo t d readed and avoided al ik e by na t ives and s e t tlers .
Th e ancien t and dis t ingu ished family o f Fagan were long

the landed proprie to rs i n this n eighbourhood
, and thei r

ances t ra l r es idence s t ood on the s10pes of the hill . When the

Earl of Desmond w as a Stat e pris oner during the reign of
Queen El izab eth he w as consigned to th e cu s tody of Chri s to pher
Fagan of Felt rim

,
who

,
magnanimous ly re fus ing t o place him

under du ress , al lowed him complet e l ib erty on parole . This
privi lege w as

, however , abu sed by the Earl , who avai led hims elf
of an opportunity to es cap e back t o his ow n t erri to ry in
M uns ter . I n some accounts o f this i ncid en t , however , i t i s
s tat ed that Fagan al lowed the E arl to es cape .

Returning to the mai n M a lahide road a t the poin t wh ere we
le ft i t

, and con tinu ing our j ourney homeward , i n about ha lf
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a mile we pas s through the l i t tl e vil lage o f Kin saley , with i t s
pretty d im inut ive church , the predeces s o r of which s tands
a pi cturesqu e iv i ed ru in , a short dis tan ce to the left a long the
road t o Portmarno ck . The name Kinsaley , meaning the
head o f the sea ,

” would indica te that at s ome
.

p eriod the sea

or the t idal wat ers of the l i t t le river flowed in as far as thi s
poin t

,
though no t within recen t t imes

,
the ad j oin ing lands

having b een long s ince embanked and recla imed . This s t ream ,

whi ch t akes i ts o rigin near Cloghran
,
pas s es b es ide the village,

and clos ely “ fol lowing the cours e o f the road flows into the
sea at Por tmarnock b ridge . That i t often transgres s ed beyond
i ts legitimate bound s i s indi cat ed by the name Wat ery Lane
the Old name of the road from Kinsaley to Portmarnock
wh i ch

, p erhaps , origina t ed at the t ime when the sea flowed
in here .

Some Shor t dis tan ce b eyond this . on the right Of th e road, i s
the ancien t Church of St . Doolagh’s

,
b elieved t o have b een

erected in the 12 th" century, and pos s es s ing many charact er is t i cs
of the early Saxon churches . I t h as a mas s ive s ton e roof of
su ch s t rength and solid i ty tha t even s even cen turies of exposu re
t o the elements have made li t tle change i n i ts condit ion .

Flights of s t on e s teps lead to the S everal apar tments , ri sing
one above the other

,
and from the upper of thes e a ladder

leads out upon the b a t t lemen ts . The whole bui lding is
en closed by an ancien t b rick wall

,
out s id e which is a kind of

rais ed pathway , probably marking the fo rmer level of the
ad j oin ing road .

The original wall s o f St . Doolagh ’s are abou t thre e fee t
thi ck , and of immens e s t rength

,
as wil l be s een a t the windows ,

mos t o f w hi ch are now glazed
,
though one h ad to b e buil t

up owing to its exposed pos i t ion . At the top Of the s econd
fl ight of s tai rs i s a sma ll r e ces s

,
sa id t o have been the peni ten tia l

b ed of the sain t . Clos e to the church
,
bu t out s ide th e enclo s ing

wall , i s a holy well conta ined within a ci rcu lar s tone‘ bas in
,

over which ri s es an o ctagona l bu ilding of graceful s ty l e and

p roporti ons . About the midd l e Of the 17 th century, Pa t ri ck
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presumably i n a fi t of i cono clast i c zeal , when returning to
Dublin wi th a party of t roopers aft er the Batt le of the Boy ne .

Si r Rich ard , who w as a hunchback
,
and somewhat weak

minded
,
sub sequently fel l under the influence of a s e t of

religiou s impos to rs
,
who

,
besides pre tending to the gift o f

prophecy
,
undertook t o change him to his prop er shape and

propor tions . So deluded w as he by thei r wil es that he h ad
d eci ded to s el l hi s es ta tes and divide the pro ceeds among them ,

but h is d eath, which o ccu rred in 17 10 , prevented him from
carrying ou t hi s fool ish d es igns .
A pa tron w as formerly held at S t . Doolagh ’s , bu t becoming

a s cene of riot ing and diss ipation l ike many others , w as

s uppress ed by the clergy in the las t cen tu ry .

Leaving S t . Doolagh ’s we pas s through Balgriflin, i n w hich
there is nothing of in teres t to no ti ce , and conti nu ing our
j ourney a long the high road

,
we pa ss i n su c ces s ion the villages

of Coo lo ck and Artane
,
the lat ter of which is memorable as

the s cen e Of the murd er of Archb ishop Alen i n 1533 by the
adherent s of S ilken Thomas . The unfortunat e eccles ias t i c ,
app rehens ive of the res en tment of the Gera ldine , endeavoured
to es cap e from Dublin by sea , bu t his ves s el having b een driven
a shore near Clontar f by cont rary wind s , the Archb ishop sought
refuge in the hous e of his friend, Hollywood of Artan e . Here
he w as dis covered , dragged from h is b ed , and , notwi ths tanding
h is ent reat i es fo r mercy , bru tally murdered in fron t of the
house in which he h ad taken shelt er . This o ld hous e or cas t le
w as taken down i n 1825, and Artane Hous e erected on it s

s i t e . The s cene of th is unhal lowed d eed , now covered by
the bu ildings o f the Indus t rial S chool , is trad i t ionally r ecorded
as having b een for generat ions af terwards en closed by a fen ce ,
overgrown b y rank weed s , and shunned by the peopl e in the
locali ty .

We n ext pas s the smal l village of Donnycarney, and present ly
Obs erve on t he right the model Greek t emple designed by
S ir Wi ll iam Chambers , and er ec ted b y Lord Charlemont i n
his ground s .
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A mile and a hal f from Artan e we reach the t ram road at

M arino Cres cent , Clon tar f, wher e the excurs ionis t may b e
safe ly left t o fin ish the rema inder of h is j ou rney.

Dis tances from G . P . O . for the round — Raheny
, 415;

Baldoyl e, 7 ; Portmarno ck B ridge
,

M alahide
, 12 ;

Fel trim Hill , Balgr iffin , 17 ; Coolo ck , back t o
G . P . O . ,

z zi miles .
The following autho ri t i e s have b een consul te d in the

prepara t ion Of this chap ter — An a rt i cle on Finga l dis t ri c t
,

byWil liam C . S tubb s , M .A . , in the yourna l of tbe Roya l Society
ofAntiguarier fo r 1897 D al t on ’s Hir tory of ibe CountvDubl in

Archdall
’
s M onarticon Hibernicum



CHAPTER XXVIII

FINGAL— SWORDS , GRACE DIEU , BALLYBOGHIL,

CHAPELMIDWAY AND ST . MARGARET’

S

ASSING through Drumcondra
,
San try

, and Cloghran ,
we enter the ancient town of Sword s , cons is ting of

a long , w ide S tree t , s i tua t ed on the great northern
road, at a d i s tance of eigh t miles fom the me tropolis . I t
d erives it s n ame from the Celti c word , rorcl , meaning pu re ,
original ly applied to St . Co lumbkil le’s w ell

,
which from time

immemorial h as been one of the principal sou rces of wat er
supply i n the tow n . This well is on the by— road to the left
as we enter the vi llage

,
but is now con cealed from view

, a

pump having been erected. over i t during the pas t few y ears
t o pres erve i t from contaminat ion .

One of the mos t notable event s i n the his tory of Swords
i s the funera l of King Brian Boru and his son M orrough ,

a fter the Bat tl e of Clon tarf , when the bod i es of thes e warrio rs
were convey ed i n s olemn pro ces s ion from Dublin

,
and depos i ted

for the night i n the ancient monas t ery here , on the w ay t o
thei r final des t inat ion i n Armagh .

According to the an cien t record s . Swords w as burn t by
the Danes i n 10 12 , 10 16, 1130 , 1138 , 1150 ,

and 1166A .D. ;

and i n 1185 i t w as taken and sacked by O ’M elagh lin , King
of M eath . It must

,
cons equently

,
have b een a much more

l ively place of res id ence in thos e days than at the p resen t

t ime .

In 157 8 a Royal mand at e w as is s ued fo r the b et te r es tab l i sh
ment of the Corporat ion of Swords , and fo r the purpos e of

d etermining the limits of i t s franchise s and li b erti es . Com

288
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The mos t conspi cuous obj e ct s in the town are th e round
tower

, 7 5 fee t high , whi ch is the only surv ivi ng por ti on of the
riginal monas ti c es tabli shment , and the mediaeva l church
tower, 68 fe et high , b elonging to a s tructure which w as

erec ted not later than th e 14th century . The round tower
i s surmounted by a cross

,
placed there about 100 y ears

ago . The ad j oin ing mod ern chu rch w as buil t in the early
par t o f the las t century ou t of the remain s of the ancien t
one , an i l lu s t rat ion of w hich lat t er appears i n Gros e’s
Ant iquities.

At the northern end of the s treet s tands the an cien t epis copal
palace or cas tle , d esigned as a defence agai ns t the Danes or

other marauders , and s uffi ci en tly extens ive to shelter the
whole populat ion of the town and thei r chat tels wi thin the
ci rcui t of it s fo rmidable walls . Admis s ion to these ru ins can

b e ob ta i ned on appli ca t ion a t an adjo ining hous e . The v i s ito r
i s s t ill shown the Cons tabl e’s res idence , the soldi ers

’ quar t ers
,

and th e Wa rder ’s walk , as a lso St . Co lumbkil le’s Chapel ,
”

t o the righ t of the entrance gat e , with s everal wat ch tow e rs ,
one of which looking north , is i n excel len t p res ervat i on . A
full des crip t ion of this ancien t es tablishment i s to b e found in
Alan ’s Liber Niger , and ac cording t o the inqui s i t ion recorded
therein

,
i t would appear that the place w as i n a ru i nous

condition so early as 13 26.

A short dis tance nor th of the cas tl e i s an eleva tion known
as Spi tal Hill , where , as the name indi cates , there s tood in
an cien t t imes a hospi tal

,
probab ly for lepers — an ins t i tu tion

to b e found in every town of importan ce du ri ng the period
when that t er rible scourge w as prevalen t i n the country.

I n this connecti on
,
i t should be ment ioned that S t . Finian ,

the Abbot of Swords
,
who w as appoi n ted by St . Columbkil le

i n the 6th centu ry, w as himsel f a suff erer from this dis eas e
,

and i s , in fa ct , u sual ly referred to as S t . Finian the Leper . ”

The eccles ias t i cal es tablishmen t here w as founded abou t

550 A .D. by S t . Columb kille, who soon a fterwards re ti red
i n exile t o I ona , o ff the w es t coas t Of S cotland .
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A mile and a quar ter to the north-wes t of Swords are the
ruins of Glasmore Abbey

, an an c ie n t ec cl es ias t ical es tabl ish
men t whi ch w as des troyed in the 7 th cen tury by the Danes
w ho murd e red the ent ire community. Adj oining the ruins
is S t . Cronan’

s Well , named a fter the sai n t who fel l i n the
mas sacre .
Leaving Swords by the main road , we presen tly cross the

Broadmeadow Wa t er, from the b ridge over which i s Ob tain ed
a view a long the estuary of that river towards M alahide .

The road now pas s es through a d en s e wood— very dark in
the night time— and as we a s cend the height beyond Turvey
b ridge, t o the north may b e s een B aldo ngan cas t l e and the
low hil ls of Naul and Gar ri s town , whil e t o the s outh are the
d im forms of the Dubli n mounta i ns i n b lu e profil e . We nex

pas s the road t o Skerri es
,
b ranching off t o th e right , and

con ti nuing a long the ma in road, in ab out a quarter of a mil e
we reach Cordu ff Bridge

,
where we tu rn to th e l eft a long the

road to Ballyboghil , meeting in abou t a mile and a hal f, a

gras s -grown lan e on the left
,
l ead i ng up t o the S i t e o f

Grace Dieu , the once-famed convent of the Canones s es of S t .
Augus tin e .

This lane , now overgrown with weeds and brushw ood ,
and b eyond the s i te of the conven t pas sable only to pedes
t rians, i s of grea t an tiquity

,
as ev iden ced b y i t s anci en t red

ston e pavemen t , s t il l vi s ib le i n places , and the old b ridges
by which i t cros s es th e in t ervening rivulet s . I t can , i f des i red ,
b e fol lowed the whole w ay unti l i t reaches the main road
at a dis tance of ab ou t a mile to the s outhward . The traffic
a long this ancien t roadway mus t have b een considerabl e ,
the conven t having b een a large i ns ti tu ti on

,
probably in con s tant

communicat ion with both Swords and Dublin . A short
d is tance along the lane , a wooden gat ew ay w il l b e s een on

the l eft
,
opening into a field con ta in ing a smal l p i le Of mas on ry

with a low doorway, the remains probably of a smal l chapel
i n conne cti on wi th the es tablishment , and adj oini ng is the
anci en t burial ground

,
long sin ce d es ec ra ted b y agricul t ura l
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opera t ions . Tw o horizon tal tombs ton es s t il l remain
, one

out side the bu ilding , too worn to b e decipherabl e
, and the

other in s id e the wal ls , bearing the deeply-cu t in s crip ti on
,

Hie Jacet Johannes Hurley
,
cu j us animae p rop itietu r

Dominus , Amen .

” no dat e can b e t raced , but fromit s app ear
an ce one w ould not s uppos e i t t o b e more than 100 years Old

.

The ma in conven t building s tood on the opposi t e s ide of

Ru in a t Grace Dieu .

(1906 )

the lane , where there are now s ome very ancien t wa l l s w hich
probably en closed or formed por tion of the o riginal s tructu re .

A small mound w il l b e s een in the adj oining fi eld marking the
pos i tion of the garden , as a ls o s ome large s tones where , ac co rd
ing to local t radi t ion , the nuns us ed to s i t in the summertime
u nd er the Shad e of the t r ees .
Extensive orch ards once surrounded the place , and al though

some representat ives o f them s till s urv iv e among the adjacen t
hedges , they have long s ince degenerated in to crab-t re es ,
the d eli cate bloom of thei r ros e—pink blos soms rendering them
conspicuous obj ects i n the spri ngtime .
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the es tat e and s ome adj ace n t proper ties . The church , how ev e r ,
appea rs to have cont i nued in u se as a place of worship up t o

the clos e of the 17 th cent ury .

There i s a t radi t ion tha t Turvey Hous e, the s eat o f the
Barnew alls, w as erec ted ou t o f the ma terial s of Grace Dieu ,
and the complet e d isappearance of all the bui ld ings o f tha t
grea t religious es tablishmen t would tend to‘

co rrobo

ra te thi s s to ry (ree Turvey i n n ext chapter) .
The s i te s tands on high ground , commanding a dis tant

prosp ect of the moun tain s across the ci ty smoke , as well as a

partial v i ew of Howth .

Leaving this hal lowed ground
,
we re trac e ou r s teps as far

as the entrance to the lan e
,
tu rning t o the l eft along a high

wood ed road
,
overlooking the fla t coun t ry sou thward, reaching

a t a d i s tance of a l i t t le over two miles from Grace Dieu , the
hamle t of Bal lyboghil

,
the mos t con spicuous obj ec t i n w hich

i s t h e fine church
,
bearing the ins crip ti on This Church of

the Assumpt ion saved from ru in by the Rev . Francis O ’Neill ,

RR , A short d i s tance north of the village are the
ruin s of the an cien t church

,
con tain ing monumen ts t o members

o f several lo cal famili es . B al lyboghil means “ the town of

the cro zi er and i f, as s tated by Dal t on , thi s name originated
wi th a crozi er l eft b y S t . Pa tri ck , formerly exhibi ted in the
ancien t church

,
i t would b e in t eres t ing to know w ha t h as now

become of this valuabl e reli c .

Re-cros s ing the b ridge by which we en tered the vil lage
,

and taking the road at th e far s i de paral l el t o the S t r eam
,
i n

about two miles we meet a tur n to th e left which conducts
u s to the pret ty

,
s ca t t ered vil lage of Old town , w i th i t s

d iminut ive Catholi c chapel and n eatly kep t cot tages
,

pictures qu e in their i rregulari ty . As we continu e our j ou rney
beyond the vi llage

,
along a ra ther unfrequented road, we

catch a pas s ing glimps e on th e l eft of M alahide . Lamb ay and

Howth i n the d i s tan ce across the fla t t rac t of country int erven
i ng b etween us and the sea .

At a d is tance of about two miles from Oldtown
,
we cros s
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the Broadmeadow Water a t the en trance t o F ields town Hous e ,
in the demesne of w hi ch i s an old bu rial ground with some
remains of an ancien t church dedi cat ed to S t . Ca theri n e . This
l ocal i ty derives i t s name from the ancien t family of d e la Fi eld
o r Feld , who came over t o England wi th Wi l liam the
Conquero r

,
and ob tai ned poss es s ion o f thes e es tat es abou t

the year 1200 ,
re ta i ning them unti l 1479, when they pas s ed

by m arri age t o the Barnew all famil y . The ances tral cas tl e
o f the Counts de la Fi eld s to od i n a pas s of th e Vosges M oun tai n s
i n F rance

,
and i ts lo rds wer e owners of extens ive es tates i n

bo th Als ace and Lorra i ne . Some rui ns o f thei r anci en t cha teau
and it s chapel s till r emai n in the Vosges — a pictu res qu e yet
melancholy memorial of thi s dis t inguished family .

Abou t a mile fur ther a long the road we reach Kilsallaghan ,

where on ce a hamlet clu s t ered round the v il lage green , and

where a fai r w as held in former times
,
whil e adj o ining are th e

gloomy ruin s o f it s cas t le , shel tered by tall t re es , and present i ng
the appearan ce of havi ng b een original ly an extens ive edifi ce .
I n 1641 thi s cas t l e having b een held by Lieu t . —Gen era l Byrn e
for the I rish army

,
the Ea rl o f Ormonde w as commis s ioned

to dislodge it s garris on
,
which he s ucceeded in doing after

an i nconside rable engagement . Abou t half a mil e wes tward

of the ruin 15 an eminence cal led Gallows Hill , where ac cord
ing to tradit ion , one of thes e grim S t ru ctures S tood during the
Cromwellian wars .
We next reach Chapelmidway, now cons is t ing of a few

pretty cot tages , with the ancien t church and churchyard
enclosed b y t rees s tand i ng upon an eminence ov erlooki ng
the hamlet . The ruin app ears to b e a kind of cryp ted appanage
of the church rather than porti on of the edifi ce i t s el f

,
the

foundat ions of which may b e t raced extending eas tward of the
exis ting s tru cture . The church , which derived i ts name from
i t s pos i ti on midway between Kilsallaghan and S t . M argar et ’s

,

i s reported i n an Offi cial Vi s i tat i on as being in a ru i nous
cond i t ion so far b ack as the yea r 1615.

Cros s ing the sluggish w aters o f the Ward River
,
we con ti nu e
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a long the road for a mile and a ha l f to S t . M argaret ’s , which
poss ess es no less than th re e churches — viz , the anci en t church
in ruins

,
the old church now dis us ed

,
and th e n ew church

,

a fine handsome s t ru ctu re buil t only a few years ago . The
ancien t edifi ce, s een on the right

,
approaching the v il lage

,

i s kep t i n good order
,
and well prot ected from inj ury or

des ecra tion by its enclosi ng wal l . Behind the dis used church
i s the famous tepid well of S t . Brigi t . which never freezes ,
and i s said to exhal e a vapour i n winter .
From St . M argaret ’s a s eques tered road lead s t o Finglas ,

pas s ing on the w ay the di sma l ruin s of The Old Red Lion
inn , a host elry of some note i n former times

,
when t ravell ers

feared t o ri sk the p er il s of the notoriou s San try woods after
n ightfall . From Finglas the excurs ioni s t may b e safely left
t o complet e hi s j ourney, accord ing to posi tIon of his res idence .
The rout e des cribed in this chapter i s sui table only for

cycl es or motors and the enti re d i s tance
,
taking the G .

P
.
O

.

as s tarting poin t , i s 3 1 mi l es . Energeti c pedes trians may,

p erhaps , b e di sposed to walk i t , bu t the charact er of the coun try
i s s carcely of suffi ci en t in te res t for so s low a mode of t ravelling .
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subsequently coming into poss es s ion of the Cusacks of
Rath aldr on .

Wi thi n s i ght of the cas tl e , and s itua ted a lmos t on the sea

Shore
,
are the ruins o f Por t rane Church, su rrounded by an

emba t tled w al l and sheltered by trees i t w as evidently at one

t ime an extens ive bu ild i ng
,
and it s square ivi ed tower is s til l

a conspicuous ob j ect in the neighbourhood .

Ad jo ining the Asylum is a modern round tower, erec ted on

the summit of a r is ing ground by a former proprieto r
,
M rs .

Ba l l isk
,
Po rtrane .

(1905 )

Evans , as a memorial t o her husband , whose bu s t i s p laced i n
the int er io r of the s tru cture . This tower w as formerly a very
remarkable feature on the peninsula , being abou t 100 fee t high ,
bu t i s now much dwarfed by the proximity of the extensive
build ings of the Asylum . The entrance door is s i tua ted , as i n
the ancien t round towers , at su ch a height from the ground that
i t can b e reached only by a ladder , and is surmounted by the
a rmoria l bearings of the Evans family . The view from the h igh
ground ad j o ining

,
compri s es Lamb ay I s land— only three miles

away — the extended dis tant panorama of the mountain s , and

to the north a fert ile undulat ing t ract , bounded by th e low
range of h ills near the northern boundary of the county, on

one o f which S tand the mas s ive ruins of Baldongan cas tl e .



PORTRANE 299

Northwards
,
on the Oppo si te s id e of Rogers town Creek wil l b e

s een the whit e cot tages of the t own of Rush , ex tending a long
the shore .

I n ancient times Lamb ay, when i t po ss es s ed an eccles ias t i cal
es tab li shment

,
w as a place of some note

,
and i t s p ort of emb arka

t i on
, Por t rane , came to acqu ire a s or t o f bo rrowed impor tance .

Rech ra o r Rech rain w as the anci en t name of Lamhay, and i t s
por t consequently w as Port — rech rain , a fterwards smoothed
down into Port-rahen and Port rane .

Port rane Church .

On the southern S id e of the p enins ula and facing M alahide
,

i s Corbal lis , which in the 14th centu ry w as i n pos s es s ion of the
Barnew alls

,
and in the 17 th c entu ry w as the res idence of Luke

Net t ervi ll e
,
who i n 1641 as s embled a forc e o f men at

Sword s as a pro t es t aga in s t the law l es s conduct o f some soldi ery
from Dublin . On the d ea th o f Net tervil le i n 1648 . the es ta te
w as granted by Parl iamen t t o L ady Harcou rt

,
w idow of S i r

S imon Harcou rt
,
who w as k il led at the s iege o f Carri ckmines

Cas tl e in 1641.

An appalling shipping d i sas t e r
,
p robab ly remembered by some

o f the Older res id en ts o f Dublin
,
occu rred off thi s coas t i n 1854.

OnThursday, the 19th January i n tha t year, the emigrant ship ,
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j alm Tayleui , a clipp er-buil t sa i li ng ves s el of tons , l ef t
Liverpool fo r M elbourne . The entire number on board w a

s

579, of whom 460 were pas s engers , p rincipal ly emigrant s , and

the ves s el b es ides carri ed valuable genera l cargo . The aecom
modat ion and appointment s were of the b es t des crip tion , b u t
She w as i ns uffi ci en tly manned , havi ng only ten proper s eamen
among the crew

,
the res t being unskil led Las cars and Chines e ,

mos t of whom could not unders tand the captai n ’ s o rders , and

who
,
even if they did , were totally incap able of ca rrying them

ou t .
Soon afte r the pilot left

,
a s quall coming on , orders were

given to sho rten sa i l
, and i t became evident that the crew were

entirely incompetent to manage the vessel . The mat e could
not get anyone t o shorten sa i l and for a l ong time the ship w as

a t the mercy of the w ind and waves . After p rolonged effort s ,
s ome of the sai ls were taken in , bu t others h ad t o b e left as they
were

, and thes e conti nued throughou t the n ight. flapping and

beat ing in a mos t a larming manner . Terribly rough weather
w as presently encount ered , fol lowed by a fog , which result ed
i n the ves s el d epa rti ng so much from her cours e th at by the
time she h ad b een two days ou t of the M ersey, in s t ead of

b eing in mid— channel
, sh e w as qui t e clos e to th e I rish coas t .

On Saturday abou t noon i t w as rumoured i n the cabin that land
h ad been s een and

'

th at
'

the Offi cers were afra id tha t the ves s el
would go a sho re . The terror-s tr i cke n pas s engers crowded on

d eck and then saw b efore them the bleak and ro cky coas t of
Lamb ay, agains t which the waves were bea t ing furiously, while
the ves s el , now qui te ou t of control

, w as rapidly drift ing
tow ards i t . Franti c , bu t in effe ctual e ffor ts were made to al t er
her cou rs e

,
and as a las t res ourc e two anchors were dropped

,

but the cab le s snapped as i f t hey h ad only b een twine . A
terrib le s cene of confusion now ensued, some go ing down to the
cabin to s eize thei r e ffects , some p ray i ng, and others taking
leave of thei r fri end s .
The il l-fated ship soon afterwards s truck with fearful force

on a reef o f ro cks on the eas t coas t o f L amhay, between the



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


302 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF DUBLIN

L as ca rs
,
who s campered aw ay w i th all has t e up the rocks ,

without wa i t ing to give any a s s i s tance t o thos e on b oard .

Another of the pas sengers then swung himself a sho re by a

rop e
,
and reta ining hold of i t , managed to land safely a grea t

many more . A number of y oung Iri shwomen who endeavoured
to ge t ashore i n this manner los t hold o f the rop e and fell in to
the sea . The ship ’s do ctor , Dr . Cunningham , made a despera te
a t tempt to save his wife and child, but fa i l ing , p erished with
them . The rigging w as crowded with hund red s , who, i n their
t erro r and confus ion , frus t ra ted each o ther

’s efforts t o get
a shore . At length the whole ship , wi th a lu rch

,
sank b elow

water , and in a few moments the rema inder of the pas s engers ,
with the exception of two in the rigging

,
perished . The coas t

guards arrived upon the s cene s oon aft erwards
,
and a t once

p ro ceeded to rescue the tw o survivors , bu t su cc eeded w i th only
one, the other , who w as nea r the t Op , having to b e lef t in his
t e rribl e pos i t ion , notwi th s tanding his p i teous cries to b e taken
off . About two o ’cl ock n ext morning

,
however

,
the s torm

having abated , theymanaged to res cu e him aft er he h ad been
i n the rigging for fourteen hours .
Of the to tal numb er on board

,
only 2 8 2 were saved , and of

thes e , many were severely maimed and i nj ured . Ow i ng t o the
d ens i ty of the fog and the remotenes s of the lo cal i ty

,
no help

w as forth coming from the main land
,
and the t errib le news did

not b e come known i n Dublin un ti l the following afternoon
,

when the City of Dubli n S team Packe t Company’s boat Prince
despat ched with all has t e t o the s cene of the disas t e r .

The Pr ince an chored about hal f a mile off th e is land
,
and the

capta in despat ched three boat s a shore to take off the survivors
,

who were dis covered encamo ed i n the neighbourhood of the
Coas t Guard S tat i on , i n a gras sy hollow ,

shel tered by the hi ll
.

A few h ad gone in the ea rly morn ing by fi shing boats t o
M alahide, whence they travelled t o Dublin by t rain .

The los s es were mos t numerous among the women and

children , of whom,
250 i n numb er, only three were saved .

The
m aj or i ty of the pas s engers were I ri sh emigrants w ho but a
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short time previous ly had set for th on thei r voyage full of

an ti cipat ions of a prosperous fu tur e .

The inques t on the victims , which w as opened a few days
a fterwards at M alahide , las t ed three days , two o f the bod i e s
hav ing b een carried a cros s from the is land for the purpos e .
Abou t 100 of the bod i es were buri ed in th e l i t t le chu rchyard
on the i sland , nea r the harb our , and for a considerable t ime
afterwards , divers were employ ed in s earching for t reasu re sunk
wi th the wreck .

The b ay wher e the ves s e l s t ru ck h as s i n c e b een known as

Tay leu r Bay.

S i tuat ed on the s t ra ight road b etween the vil lage of Donabat e
and the ma in road to Drogheda, i s Turvey, the ances t ra l es ta t e
of the Barnew alls

, Lords Trimbles t own , and Barons of Turvey.

The or igina l mans ion w as buil t by Si r Chri s topher Barnew all

i n 1565, according t o a tablet which formerly s t ood over th e
wes t gat e, but whi ch h as s i nce b een placed at the back entrance
to the res idence . I t b ears the i ns crip t ion The arms of S i r
Chris t opher Barnew al l and D ame M arion Sh arle , a liar Chu rley,
w ho made this hous e i n Anno According to common
traditi on , the mans ion w as erect ed ou t of the ma te ria ls of the
famous Conven t of Grace Dieu (s e e I ndex) , whi ch h ad been
gran ted to S i r Pa t ri ck Barnew all at the Suppres s ion of the
M onas t e ri es , and some colou r i s l en t t o thi s s to ry by the com

p let e d isappearance of all ves tiges of that ext ens ive es tabl ish
men t , which can hardly b e d u e to the mere effl ux of t ime .
Si r Pat ri ck Barnew all s e ems to h ave res i ded at Gra ce Dieu for
some years . as appears by a l e t t er of his da t ed therefrom in 1540 .

The or ig inal r es idence w as taken down in the 18 th century ,
and the pres en t edifi ce , a pla i n bu i lding wi th a t erra ce i n front ,
e rect ed on i t s S i t e . I t probably is i nco rporated wi th some
portions of the former s t ruc tu re

,
as i t con tai ns s e cret hiding

places , pas sages and S tai rcas es , whi ch would b e unlikely t o ente r
i nto the d es ign of a bui lding of su ch re cent da te as the 18 th
century . I n the garden at the back of the hous e i s a tabl e t
with an i ns crip tion

,
dated 1570 , i n memory of L ady Barnew all

,
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a l ia: Sh arle , which fo rmerly s tood on old Turvey Bridge
erected by her .
This manor belonged in the 15th centu ry to the Ormonde

family
,
by whom i t w as ceded in 1556to Si r Ch ris topher Barne

wal l , above mentioned, a lawyer of eminen ce , and High Sheriff
of the County , who di ed here i n 1575.

The Barnew a lls are an anci ent Breton family that came over
t o England with Wi ll iam th e Conqueror, le Sieu r de Barn e
vil le

,

” having been one of the knights in the s ervi ce of tha t
monarch at the B at t le of Has t ings . Abou t the b eginning of

the 13 th cen tu ry, according to St anihu rst , a branch of the family
es tablished themselves at Berehaven , bu t were all s lai n b y the
I rish septs with the excep tion of Hugh de Barnevill e , who
thereupon retu rned t o England . I n 12 15 King John granted
him the lands of Drimnagh and Terenu re , i n the Coun ty
Dublin, whi ch w ere held by his des cend ants un ti l the reign of

James I when they were ceded to Si r Adam Loftu s .
I n 1461 Robert Barnew all w as creat ed a b aron of Parliament

by Edward IV . ,
with the t it le of Lord Trimblestown , and

about the same time his b rother, S i r Nicholas Barnew all ,

w as appoin ted Chief Jus ti ce of th e Common Pleas i n

I reland .

I n 1563 , S i r Chri s topher Barnew all
, who w as the popular

l ead er of th e I rish Parliamen t , s trongly inveighed aga in s t
the cons t i tu tion of the I ri sh Hous e of Commons , which w as

largely composed of non- res id ents and pers on s el ected for

non-corporat e towns , and , therefore , not ent i tled t o sit i n
Parliament . In 1575 there died at Turvey , as al ready s tat ed,
thi s d is ti ngu ished member of the family, des crib ed by
Hollinshed as the lan thorn and light as well of h is house

as of that par t o f I reland where he dwelt ; w ho , b eing

su flicient lv furni shed as wel l wi th the knowledge of the
Lat i n t ongue as of the common laws of England w as

zealously ben t on the reformat ion of his coun try. His
monument

,
as also that of h is wife, i s t o b e seen in the

church of Lusk .
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outlawr y affec t ing the t i tle , bu t the process w as in t errup ted
by the Revolu tion .

In 1691, M athias
,
l o th Baron , w as one of the hos tages from

the I rish Army pend ing the Treaty of L imeri ck , and after the
violati on of the Treaty, he and his b rother entered the s ervice
of France as officers in the I rish Brigad e . Lord Trimbles town
fell i n act ion in 1692 , whereupon his brother retu rned to his
nat iv e land and recovered the family es tat es . Other members
of the family dis ti nguished thems elves in the French and

Spanish s ervi ces , and ros e to pos i t ions of dis tin ction .

I n 1795 Thomas
,
13 th Baron , who h ad conformed to the

Es tabl ished Church , s ought and obta ined an annulmen t of the
s entence of outlawry promulgated by Cromwell agai ns t hi s
ances tor, and j udgment of the rev ersal w as duly entered in the
records of the Court of King ’s Bench

, as i f is su ed in 1689,

i t having been es tab lished t o the satis faction of th e Court
that the King h ad in tended to g ran t i t in that y ear .
Dis tances in miles from G . P . O .

— Swords
, 9 ; Donabate

vil lage , 125 ; Coas tgu ard Stat ion , 15, and back to G . P . O

b V same route , 30 miles . A glance at the map will sugges t
o ther rou tes for the return j ou rney , any of which will , however,
add t o the dis tance .



CHAPTER XXX

FINGAL— RUSH,
SKERRIES , LU SK AND

BALDONGAN CASTLE

N thi s , as i n las t excu rs i on , we proceed by Drumcondra ,
continu ing a long the ma in road for a dis tance of abou t

3; miles beyond Swords
,
when a finger

-pos t will be
s een at a place cal led Coldw in t ers, i ndi cat ing the road t o

Skerri es . Here we turn to th e right
, and in les s than hal f

a mile , again t o the right , the road ris ing gradual ly un til at
length we ob tain a V i ew of Rogers town creek with i t s adj acent
marshy lands s lop ing down to th e wa ter . On the oppos i te
s ide may be obs erved Balli sk and Donabat e , to the s eaward
Lamb ay I s land , and i n the dis tance t o t h e s ou thwards , the
Dublin mounta ins

, d imly vis ib le t hrough the c ity smoke .

After pas s ing under a rai lway bridge , the road d es cends t o
sea level , runni ng a long the very sho re of the creek , and al though
this t rack bears obvious eviden ces of periodi c invas ion by
the sea , i t is general ly pas sable fo r cycles the whol e w ay t o
where i t l eaves the sho re and ris es on to an embankment .

Clos e to this poin t is Rogers town pier , the mod ern rep res en tat ive
of the anci ent po rt of Rogersh aven . We now enter the ou t

sk ir t s of Rush ,
a town ext end ing fo r a dis tance of over tw o

miles a long the shore , and shortly afterwards pas s the ruin s
of an o ld windmill conspicuously S it uated on a mound to the
left of the road . Rush presents the appearance of cons id erable
prosperity

,
the hous es , even of the poores t i nhabi tants b eing

remarkable for their cleanliness and nea tness . At the eas t ern
end of the town is a smal l harbour

,
which is somewhat difficul t

o f access , and avai lable only for smal l c raft
,
besid es being

307
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greatly exposed to heavy swells of the sea when the wind blows
hard from t he north -eas t . The pier w as buil t here in the
reign of James the S econd .

Rush is mentioned by Hollinshed as b eing one of the ch i ef
haven towns of Ireland ,

'

and i n more recent t imes w as celeb rat ed
for i ts fi sheri es . parti cularly of l ing, which were caught and

cured in grea t quan ti t i es b y the i nhab i tants . Adj oin ing the
town is Kenu re Pa rk , conta ining a fine mans ion

,
fo rmerly

known as Rush House , now the res idence of the Palmer family .

I n 1666 the manor of Kenu re w as gran ted to the Duke of

Ormonde
,
pas s i ng subsequen tly to the Rebl in family, w h o

have s in ce b ecome impoveri shed , and are now represen ted
by Si r Henry Ech l in , res iding in England ; and from the
Ech lin family the es tat e w as pu rchas ed b y an ances to r of th e
presen t prop ri etors . The hou s e , which is a spacious and

handsome s tru ctu re , contain s s ome fine pain ti ngs as well as a

rare collec t ion o f vas e s , and o ther rel i cs from Pompeii .
The es tat e d erives i t s name from the old chu rch of Kenu re,

d ed i cated to St . Catherine , the ruins of which s til l remain
,

together w i th some old tombston es , one of them marking the
grave of Baron Hamilton of Strabane , who d i ed in 1668 , and

w h o marr ied a daught er of Chris topher Fagan
, of Fel t rim.

Several of the p ari sh pri es ts of the 18 th cen tury are a ls o bu ri ed
there . as w ell as a celeb ra ted smuggler

,
Jack Connor

,
nick

named “ Jack the B achelor ,” who , a fter a mos t adven tu rous
care er

,
died in Between the ruin and the mansion i s

S t . Catherin e’s holy well .
Cont inuing along the ma in s t re et of Rush to wher e the finger

pos t indicat es the road to Skerri es
,
four miles d i s tant

, ou r

rou t e thither l i es along a w el l kep t road
,
with the sea in vi ew

fo r mos t of the w ay on the right . Jus t hal fway , a road known
a s Featherbed Lane , leads on the right t o the p re t ty li tt le
haml e t and harbour of Loughshinny, while a shor t dis tance
nor thwa rd is an old copper mine , which w as worked un til
abou t 100 ye ar s ago . I n the oppos i t e d i re c tion from Lough
shinny , where the lane crosses the railway, th ere w as formerly
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a t the angles , the edges of the roof, and i n th e rema in s o f the
groin ed arches in th e chanc el , have b ecome honeycombed
l ike a sponge by centu ri es of exposu re to the weather . Adj oin
ing the ruin , t o the southward , i s the s til l qui t e dis cern ible
i te of s ome buildings . doubtl es s thos e o f the original

monas tery .

Abou t four miles eas t-nor th — ea s t of Sker ri es is the is le t o f

Rockab ill , which , with it s l ighth ous e towering above the
waves

,
forms a remarkabl e obj e ct in t h e vi ew from all pa rt s

of the coas t of Fingal , while it s brill ian t flash ing red ligh t
renders i t no less consp icuous in the ni ght time . A lit tle
to the sou th-eas t of Skerri es i s Sh enick ’s I s land, acces s ible
from the ma in land a t low wat er .
About the y ear 12 20 the si tuation of the monas t ery on

S t . Pa tri ck ’s I s land having b een found very inconveni ent , the
Archb ishop of Dublin erect ed the parochial church on the
mainland .

I n M arch , 1675, the roy al packe t w as wrecked on the rocks
here on i ts voy age to Ches t er, when a number of pas s engers

,

in clud ing Lord M eath and his son , together with the cap ta i n
and mos t of the crew, perished .

In 1755 the I rish Pa rl iament granted fo r the con
s t ru ct ion of a pier at Skerri es

, and i n 1767 more for
h e same purpose . I t s ub sequently fell i nto d ecay

,
bu t w as

repa i red , and xt end ed by Hans Hamil ton
,
an ances tor of the

pres en t Lo rd Holmp at rick .

The coun try around Skerri es i s pre t ti ly d ivers ified
,

and

the ruins of a few old windmill s
,
s i tua ted on ad j acen t eminen ces

,

lend a somewhat p i ctures que effec t . As we retu rn from Red
Is land along the ma in s t ree t , we come to a tu rn on the right

,

vast the Prot es tan t church , w here a finger
—pos t shows the

oad to Dublin . To reach Baldongan we take this road
,

being car eful , however , not to take the tu rn to the right from
i t immed iat ely ou ts ide the t own . Th e road i s up} il l ‘ most
of the w ay to the ruins , which are conspicuously s i tu a ted on

the summit of a ri si ng ground
, abou t tw o miles from Skerri es

,
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command i ng an extensive prosp ec t of the su rrounding coun t r i .

The ru ins now surviving cons is t of th e eas t ern and western
end s of wha t mus t o rigina l ly have b een an extensive cas t le
and church the mat erials of which were probab ly u tili s ed
t o build the enclos ing wal l around th e graveyard— s til l u sed
a s a bu rial ground . Th e mos t s triking feature is the great
tower of the chu rch or abbey , 7 0 fee t hi gh and 2 2 fe e t s quare ,

en tered b y an a rched doo rway, l eading to a fl ight of 53 s teps
t o the bat tlements

,
on the ea s t ern s ide of which is a tw o -a rched

b ell-tu rre t . The bu ildings o rigi nal ly fo rmed a Spaci ou s
quadrangula r court , flanked b y fou r s qu ar e towe rs

,
and w e re

e r ec ted on the s i te o f an anc i en t dun o r mo at .
I n the beginning of the 16th cen tury this cas tl e b elonged

to th e de Bermingh ams
, from whom i t pas sed b y marriage

i nto pos ses s ion of the Howth family
,
sub sequen tly b eing held

by the Barnew alls with thei r mano r of Bal ro thery . In June
,

1642 i t w as defended b y the Con fede ra t es o f the Pa le agai ns t
the Parl iamentary forces

,
and a cco rd i ng to a con temporary t ra ct
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en titled New Intel l igence from Ireland , d a ted i 7 th Jun e , 1642 ,

Colon el Trafford b es ieged i t with cannon , and pu t all the
gar ri son

, abou t 200 i n numb er, t o the sword, while two pries t s
w ho were among the defenders

,
were examined on the rack

and aft erwards depor ted to France .

The fol lowing more detai led accou nts of the s iege appear
in another trac t or bullet in , undated , bu t evidently i ss u ed
wi thin a few days of the oth e r

(1)
“ The Lords of the Pal e are b esieged i n Baldongan

Ca s tl e by our forces
,
w ho s ent t o Dublin for Ordnance t o

ba t t er it , wh ich w as s en t them
,
guarded w i th men , bu t

what they have done i s no t yet know ne .

”

Sunday las t w as the day appointed for a set ba t tl e, which

(i t i s said) w as given , bu t what is done is no t vet know ne ;

we hope to heare by the next pos t . ”

(2 ) Colonel l Trafford went ou t from u s with s ome
men t o fo rage and light up on a par t of the enemy, w h o

betook thems elves to Baldongan Cas tle
,
s ome 12 miles from

u s who b esi eged them . Tw o large p i eces were sen t t o him
which came there ten sho t tw o shots [f ie] onel y that night
and on the next day they b eat down the Cas tl e and pu t all
t o the sword wh i ch We re -

abou t 2 00 , none of any note in i t ,
bu t tw o Pri es t s that were Cap t aines to thos e Reb ells, one

of them w as brought home
,
and w as examined and pu t t o the

Ra cke , but confes s ed l i t tl e that day 26Pries ts were shipped
for Fran ce , which des erve b et ter t o b e hanged .

”

These in t eres ting ruins are ma in tain ed in exc el lent o rder ,
and are eas i ly acc es s ible

, as the field where they s tand is en tered
by a s t i l e from the road .

Leaving Baldongan
,
we turn to the left

,
des cending the

whole w ay to the ma i n road
, a mile di s tan t, where we agai n

turn to the left , r eaching Lusk at a dis tance of 34} mi l es from
the ruins . Lusk is one of the oldes t eccles ia s t i cal s e t tlement s
in I reland, dat ing from early Celti c t imes , as evidenced by the
ancien t round tower i ncorporat ed i n the s teeple bui l t by the
Anglo-Normans in the i 3 th Century . The o riginal Cel t i c
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bore the i ns crip tion Here u nd erlieth y e bod y of Patri ck
Russ ell , Rom . Cath lick Ld . Arch . Bp . o f Dubli n and Primate
o f I reland , son to J ames Russ ell , of Rush , who d i ed in ye

3 rd yea r of his age, on ye l ath of Ju ly, 1692 , and i n y e

9th year of h is cons ecrat ion .

”

The mos t in teres t ing memorial i n conne ction wi th the chu rch
is
,
however, the cos tly and elaborate monument of Si r

Chris topher Barnew all
, of Turvey, and of his wife who su rvived

him and marri ed S i r Lu cas D il lon of M oymet
,
i n the County

M eath . This monumen t is cons truct ed of d ifferen t kinds
of s tone , mos t of the figures b eing sculptu red i n grey I tal ian
marb le wh i l e the lower par t of the tomb is Kilkenny marb le .

The deceas ed knight i s repr es en ted in a
'

Sui t of armour
,
his

head uncovered and his hands j oined on his b rea s t i n a d evotional
a t ti tude

,
and hi s fe e t res t ing on the body of a greyhound .

His conso rt appears lying b es id e him with her hand s cros s ed
on her bosom

,
and her head reposing on an emb roid ered pil low .

The s ides are embelli shed wi th - the arms o f Barnew all and

Dil lon . On the ea s te rn end o f the tomb is the i ns crip tion
This monumen t is mad e fo r the Right Worsh ip fu ll Sr .
Chris topher Barnew al l, o f Turvey, Knight , by the Right
Worsh ip fu ll Sr . Lu ckas Dil lon , of M oymet

,
Knight , and

Dame M arion Sharl, h is wife , who married herr three y ears
a ft er the death e of the sa id S r . Chris topher, herr fi rs t and
lovinge hoosb ande who h ad is sue fou r sonnes and fi ft een
dau ch t ers by herr . Wish well t o Dil lon

,
1589 . On

the nor thern s ides are names of the n ineteen children ,
and a t the wes t ern end —

“ Chris topher Barnew all
,
M arion

Sharl . ”

Another in te res ting monument is a black marb le tomb ,
b e aring the effigy of a knight i n armou r

,
the viso r Open and

swo rd acros s the l eft thigh , and th e hands j o ined over the
b reas t in an a tt itude O f prayer . The ins crip tion s tates that
i t i s the monumen t o f James B ermingham of Ballough

, and

his w if e El eano r Fi tzwill iam , who d ied i n
Ad j oi ning i t i s a tomb of Kilkenny marble

,
erec ted to the



LUSK

memory o f S i r Robert Ech lin , Barone t , o f Rush, w ho d i ed i n
I t b ears the l in es . taken from two of Pope ’s ep i taphs

Here l i es an hones t man withou t p re tence
,

Bles s ed with plai n reas on and with common s en se
Calmly he looked on ei ther l i fe, and h ere
Saw nothing to regre t or th ere t o fear
From Natu re ’s t emp era t e feas t ros e sa t isfi ed

,

Th anked Heaven that he h ad l ived
, and that— h e died .

Lusk w as s evera l t imes burnt during the earli e r period of

its his tory— viz . , i n 1069 by acciden t
,
i n 1089 by a party of

marauders from M uns ter , when 180 p ers on s p erished in the
church , and in 113 3 by a s imilar vi s i tat ion . Two years la ter
the town

, abbey
,
and su rrounding dis t ri c t o f Fingal were

ravaged and burnt by Donald M acMu rrou Oh O
’M elagh l in,

King of M eath, in revenge for the mu rder of h is brother ,
Conno r . The townsfolk , however . offered considerab le res i s t
ance , and s l ew O

’M elaghlin on the occas i on .

I n 1375the offic ers of th e harbou r of Lusk were ins tru c t ed
b y Government t o preven t the unlicensed exportat ion of

corn from tha t po rt
,
and also p revent any of the re t inu e of

Wi ll iam de Wi ndso r, Chief Governo r, from leaving I re land
then ce

,
under pena lty of fo rfei t ing thei r ho rs es

,
baggage

, &c .

(Dalt on ’s Hirtory) . As Lusk is n early tw o miles from the sea ,
the ha rb ou r referred t o is doubtles s the Old por t of Rogers
haven a l ready al luded t o .

I n 1641, Luke Nett ervill e and o thers caused proclamat ion
to be made a t the marke t place o f Lusk , for t h e as sembling
of the I rish Confederat ion of the Pa l e at Swo rd s .
Leaving Lu sk , we reach the mai n road again at Coldw int ers

,

two miles dis tant , and on ent ering Swords
,
take the s econd

tu rn to the righ t , i nqui ring the w ay to Knocksedan, where
there is a very rema rkable fiat -topped fo rt or rath from which
the lo cal i ty de rive s its name . Knocksedan means the hil l
of the blas t

,

” from i t s expos ed pos i t i on
,
i t b eing fi fty feet
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above the bed of the river and command i ng a cons id erable
vi ew. As we approach this p lace w e may obs erve , on the left ,
the extensive demesne and wood ed glen of Brackenst ow n ,

various ly known in fo rmer times as Bract enst on, Brecknanst ow n ,

Breekneck ston , and by Dean Swift as Brackdenstow n . In the
i6th centu ry this es tat e w as owned by the Burnell family ;
from them i t p as s ed t o th e Nugents

, w ho ,
in the re ign o f

James the Fi rs t
,
s old i t to one Bysse, whos e son b ecame Recorder

o f Dublin , and s ub sequen tly Chief Baron .

By a marr iage with Ch i ef B aron By sse’

s only daughte r and
hei res s

,
the es tat e pas s ed in to th e poss es s i on of the M o lesw orth s,

who sub sequen tl y b ecame th e Vis counts M ol esworth of Swords .
The c eleb ra ted Drapier’s l e t t ers wer e add res s ed by Swift
t o Lo rd M olesworth at Br ackdenstow n .

” I n the y ea r 17 1 1
a depu ta t ion of the Lower House of Convocati on w ai ted on the
Lord Li eu tenant to p res en t him with an addres s . Lord
M olesworth, w ho w as pres en t

,
made no a t t emp t to concea l

h is avers ion to the Convo cat ion , which he suspe cted o f sympa thy
with th e Pretender

,
and muttered in thei r hearing

,
Thos e

that have turned the world up side down are come hi ther . ”

For this gros s in su lt to the Convo cat ion his name w as s t ruck
o ff th e l i s t of the Privy Council .
On high ground a t the oppos i te s ide of the road , and clos e

t o the cross roads , i s the gaun t ruin of Brazeel House , the
res idence of S i r Ri chard Bol ton , Lord Chancello r of I reland ,
i n the reign of Charl es the Fi rs t . He w as a d is t inguished
lawyer, and publ ished the fi rs t ed it ions of the Ir is/a Sza ra zer,
as wel l as Tire 7 nr ticer of tbe Pea ee for Irela nd . In 1610 he

w as imp eached in the Hous e of Commons for having as si s t ed
the Earl of S t rafford in the in trodu ct ion of arb i trary govern
ment into I reland . I n 1661, however , all re co rds of this
t ransaction were voted to b e expunged, “ inasmu ch as they
s eemed to b e an en tren chment upon the honour, worth ,
and in tegri ty of honourable person s , whose memory this
Hous e cannot , i n ju s ti c e , suffer to b e sull i ed wi th the leas t
s tai n of evi l r e port . ” (Dal ton ’s History) .
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CHAPTER XXXI

HOWTH— THE OLD MAIL ROAD ; THE CASTLE ,

A RAMBLE AROUND THE HILL

HE road dis t inctively known as The Howth Road
s tar ts from the shore at the ea s t ern s ide of Clon tarf
Cres cen t

,
and after pas s ing inland for a dis tance of

abou t fou r miles
,
agai n meets the shore at a plac e marked

in old maps and s till locally known as TheWhip of theWater ,
whence i t skir ts the coa s t for a mile and a hal f, then cros s es the
is thmus of Su t ton in an obliqu e di rec t ion

,
and ultima tely

reaches Howth Town a t a d i s tance of n in e miles from
Dublin .

I t h as been the subj e ct of remark that this road
,
which

in width and mode oi ' cons tru ction , p resen ts the app earan ce
of a great highway, is s trangely ou t of propor ti on to i t s ac tual
importance as a thorou ghfar e

,
and that the exis tence of a mere

fi shing vi llage a t i t s ext remity could no t have been sufficien t
reason for cons tru cting i t i n so cos t ly and elabo ra te a fashion .

I t shou ld
,
however , b e remembered that Howth, when i t

w as cons ti tu ted the ma i l packet s tat ion i n 1809, thereby
b ecame enti tled to rank as a port o f the fi rs t importance

,

and the cons tru cti on of a high road t o Dublin w as a t once
rendered neces sary to enab le the ma i ls and Governmen t
d es p a tches to b e forwa rded to the city with as li t tle delay
as poss ib le . This work , which cons is ted mainly of improving
and al t ering the old road , w as en tru s ted to Telford , the eminent
engineer who cons tru c ted the grea t Holyhead and Lo ndon
Road , o f which the Howth Road w as

,
fo r pos ta l purposes ,

regarded as a con tinua t ion . The tw o roads were
,
indeed

,



RAHENY [9

made u nder the same contra c t , and were s ometimes spoken o f
as The Dubli n and London Road .

”

There is l i t t le o f in t eres t to b e s een unti l the v i l lage o f
Raheny i s pas s ed , owing to the high wa l ls by which the road
is to a great ex ten t enclosed . At a dis tance of 2 4} miles from
the Cres c en t , the road dips sharply, where i t cros s es the val ley
o f the Santry River , and at the head of the ri s ing ground on

the Opposi t e s ide
,
enters the village o f Raheny (pronounced

Rabenny) , anc i ent ly Rath Enna or Enna ’
s Fort . The ci r

K i lbarrack Chu rch .

(1903 )

cumvallations of this rath are s til l dis t inguishabl e i n pla ces
n ea r the old Pro tes tant chu rch , which is bu il t on the s i t e
of a more ancien t ed ifi ce that s tood w i thin the c i rcu i t o f the
rath . S t . Ossan’

s holy well w as formerly in the field b e tween
the chu rch and th e ra i lway s tat ion , bu t i t i s now covered up ,
and it s waters drai n int o the San try River clos e by . A dep res
s ion i n the grou nd and a bush s ti ll marks i ts s it e .

A mil e b eyond Raheny , the road b y a long de clin e reaches
the shore

,
at The Whip of the Wa t e r,

” where i t mee ts t he
elec t ri c t ramway , and p res en tly pa s s es the s torm-beaten ruin s
of the ancient chu rch of Kilbar rack , the mos t consp icuous
obj ec t along the fl at unbroken sweep o f sho re . In i ts l onely
chu rchyard s leep many who

,
i n times more p eri lous fo r sea
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fa re rs , were cas t up by the w as es— some , unknown and u n

identified , pas s engers of s tou t shi ps wrecked upon the
t reacherous shall ows off th e shore— others , fi sher fol k caught
by the t id e o r ov erw helmed b y s udden st orm in thei r fra i l s kiffs .
Beneath an i ll egible heads tone i n this churchyard is bu ri ed

th e noto rious Higgin s , b etter known as The Sham Squire .

In a l i tt l e over half a mile beyond Kilbarrack we reach the
i s thmus of Su tton , on which the How th and Hill t ram lin es
in t ers ec t . On the right , as we proceed towa rd s Howth

,
will

b e s een the s qu are tower known as Corr Cas t l e , and sometimes
cal led The Dan e’s Ca s tl e

,

” s tanding in the old racecours e .
This build i ng h as b een s uppos ed to b e the remnan t of a more
exten s ive s tru ctu re

,
bu t w as probably only an outpos t of

Howth Cas t le , bui l t i n thi s posi t i on so as to command a Vi ew
of the sea en each s ide of th e isthmu s , which would have b een
a great advan tage in the troublous times when i t w as er ec ted .

I t w as formerly us ed as a s t andhou se when the races were
held here .

A mil e b eyond this poin t the road ent ers Howth town
,

within the memory of many
,
a vill age of mis erable hove ls , bu t

greatly improved and extended in rece n t year s .
About the beginning of the las t cen tury

,
wh en i t h ad been

decided to supers ede the Pigeonhou se as a Packet S ta t ion
,

and to cons t ru ct a large harbou r a t ei ther Howth or Dunleary
,

the relative meri t s of both thes e s i t e s were fully d is cus s ed
and fiercely con tes ted by the champions of the two locali t ies .
A pamph let on the subj ect w as published , the following extracts
from whi ch afford in teres t ing glimpse s of the condi t ions o f

t ravell ing in thos e days
Let u s ask the coachman driving the coach from the Pos t

Offi ce to Howth , would not more danger at t end the
pas s engers

,
coach , and h ors es going from the Pos t Offi c e

to Howth than t o Dunleary Wha t would b ecome of the
p as sengers if a coach wheel b roke on su ch a road as tha t l ead
ing from Ra th any t o

‘ The Whiskey Forge ’
a t th e foo t

of the h il l 14
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w as only w i th cons iderabl e d i fficul ty that su ffici en t d ep th
could b e ma i n ta in ed for the Holyhead packets .
Ir h as b een general ly s tated that i f the harbour h ad b een

cons tru cted a l i t tl e more t o the eas t
,
a t Balscadden Bay, i t

would have fulfilled all the pu rpos es for wh i ch i t w as i n tended .

When the s team packet s commenced p lying abou t 18 18 ,

the durat ion o f the voyage t o Holyhead w as reduced to abou t
s even hou rs , which w as a great improvemen t on the sp eed of

the sa i li ng packet s .
The earl i es t r ecord we have of How th i s a r eferen ce t o i t

on a map compiled b y the Alexandrian geog r apher , Ptolemy,
early i n the s econd centu ry . In

'

this map Howth is represented
as a smal l i s land cal led Edri Des er ta, and in the G reek text
Edrou Heremos

, both names meaning the des er t of Eda r
,

the ancien t name of Howth . Ptolemy . who never vi s i ted
I reland

,
and p repared his map from the accounts given to

him b y o ther s , may well b e excu sed for supposi ng Howth t o
be an i s land

,
when -

w e cons ider the fl at
,
n ar row i s thmus

which connect s ‘ i t wi th the mai nland, and , besides , we know
that a lmos t the ent i re sho res of Dub li n Bay have b een ri s ing
wi thin his to ri c times

, so that i t is poss ibl e that the i s thmus
may have been covered , or nearly covered, at h igh wa t er at

l eas t
,
when the Al exandrian prepared his char t yea rs

ago .

Gerard Boate , i n hi s Na tura l Hi:tory of Ireland

a lso not i ces the resemblance of Howth to an i s land Hoath
a great high mountain , three or fou r mi l es compas s i n the
botom

,
having the sea on a ll s i des excep t the wes t s ide

,

where with a long narrow neck i t i s j o ined to the land . which
neck

,
being low ground, one may from ei ther s ide see the sea

over i t so that afa r i t s eemeth as i f i t were an i sland . This
head may b e s een a great w ay off a t sea , fo r even upon the land
one may very p erfectly see i t , no t only upon the key of Dublin ,
w hich i s six mi l es from then ce , but nin e or t en miles fu r th er
wes tward .

”

I t w as
,
indeed . a t one t ime proposed to cut a w ide ship channel
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across the is thmus at i t s narrowes t par t
,
t o be cal led Th e

Sound of Howth ,
”

and i t w as cla imed by the pro j ecto rs
that the navigabil ity of the Port of Dublin would be improved
thereby .

Twis s , i n hi s Tour ‘I lirongb Ireland s tates that the
app earance of Howth from S tillorgan obeli sk is e xactly li ke
that of the Rock of Gib ral tar .
The ancien t name of Howth , Ben Edar . meaning the Hil l

of Edar , i s said t o commemora te a Dedannan chiefta in of tha t
name who w as bu ried on the h ill . The mod ern n ame of
Howth i s a modifi cat ion of the S candinavian word Hoved

,

a head
,
which name w as given to i t by the Nors e freeboot ers

w ho s e t tled a long thes e coa s t s i n early t imes .
Pri o r t o 1844, when the rai lway w as completed

,
Howth

w as a very p rimi tiv e place i ndeed , the vi llage cons is t ing of

wretched that ched cabin s inhab i ted by poor fishermen . Never
th eless, a Sunday d rive ther e on a j i ngl e w as on e of the
mos t popular divers ions of the Dubl in fo lk 100 years ago ,

while some were even hardy enough to es say a climb over the
rocks and w i ld heathe r—clad hil ls .
A poe t of the d ay thus des c rib es thes e excursion s and the

p r imi tive convey ances in which they were made

Well might an ar ti s t travel from afa r
To Vi ew the s t ru c ture of a low-back ed car

A downy mat tres s on a car i s la id .

Th e father s i ts b es id e his t ender ma id .

Some back to back, s ome s ide to s ide a re p lac ed
The children in the cent re i n terlaced .

By do zens thus , ful l many a Sunday morn ,
Wi th dangling legs the j ov ial c rowd is borne
Clontarf they s eek , o r How th

’
s asp i ring b row

Or Leixl ip smi l i ng on the s t ream below .

One of the pri ncipal obj ec ts of i nt e res t a t Howth is the
C as tle

,
to the grounds of whi ch vis i tors a re gen eral ly adm i t ted
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on S a turday s in summer , and on c ertain other days advertised
by the Ra i lway Company .

Of the or ig inal s t ronghold of the How th family l i t tle i nfo rma

ti on i s fo rthcoming , ei ther i n his tory or tradition . The
pres ent s t ru ctu re s eems to cons is t of s evera l portions erec t ed
a t differen t pe riod s , bu t i s known to h ave b een

,
t o a great

extent
,
rebui l t i n the middl e of the 16th century by Chri s topher,

twenti eth Lord of Howth . I t is an embat tled build ing
fl anked by two square t ow ers , and approached by a terrace
and fl ight of s teps l eading i nto a Spacious hall , whi ch extends
the w hole length o f the Cas tl e Among the pic tu res i s a

va luab le port rai t of Dean Swift , painted by B indon i n 17 35 ,

represen ting Wood
,
the no toriou s p atentee of the bas e hal f

pennies , w ri thing in agonies a t Sw i ft
’

s fee t . The Dean w as

a frequen t vi s i to r a
t the Castle

,
to wh i ch he u sual ly rode on

hors eback and a l lu sions to these v i s i t s are to b e found in his
writ ings . A number of antique weapons and a rt i cl es of armou r
are a lso p res erved i n the Cas t le , and among them is an immens e
two-handed sw ord

,
sa id to h ave b elonged to S i r Armoricu s

Trist ram
,
the founder of the Howth family .

This Tris t ram w as one of the Norman adventu rers w ho

came over to I reland a t the t ime of the I nvas ion , and h ad

achi eved a d is tinguished re cord for hi s prowess on many a

h ard- fought field . He and S i r John De Cou rcy
‘

sailed t o

Howth in 117 7 , accompanied by a chos en band of fighting
men

,
and on land i ng were oppos ed by the inhab itants , mos tly

Danish pirates who h ad s e t tled in th i s n eighbourhood . A
d esperate bat t l e w as fought at The Bridge of Evora

,

” which
c ross ed the smal l r iver

,
cal l ed The Bloody S t ream ,

” flowing
i nto the sea nea r th e ra i lwa y s ta t ion

,
and

, a fte r heavy lo ss es on
both s ide s

,
the na t ive s were complet ely defea t ed . Thi s b a t t le

having been fought on l oth Augu s t (Fea s t of S t . Lau rence
,

the Spa nia rd) , the Tri s t ram family, i n commemora t ion of the
nt

,
therea ft er a s s umed the name of S t . Lawrence . The

follow ing ex tra c t on the subj ec t i s tak en from Hanmer
’

s

Chronicles of Irela nd , bu t i t may b e ob s erved tha t h is a c count
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Eli zabeth
,
bo th of whom a re repres en ted by figures i n high

r l/lief on the s lab of the monumen t . Adj oi ning the burial
ground is an an ci en t mona s t i c es tabli shment , now cal l ed
The College of Howth ,

”
w hich

,
from the ch aract e r of i t s

archi t ec ture
,
ap p ears to da t e from the same period as th e

Abbey.

IVe now leave the town to make ou r w ay to the Old Bail ey
Lighthous e

,
but i f the j ou rney b e cons idered t oo fat iguing, or

the t ime b e l imi t ed
,
bet ter take the Hil l t ram from the Rai lway

S ta t ion . I f it b e decided to wa lk , a ch oi c e of three rou tes
is ava i labl e —namely

,
the old ~Ligh thou se road up Balglass h i l l ,

t o the righ t of the n ew Catholi c Church , the road to the l eft
of the church

,
and the cl iff path . The lat ter i s much the

mos t pi c tu res qu e rou te
,
bu t i t en ta i ls an addition of abou t

a mil e to the j ou rney
,
and is s omewhat rough er walking than

the roads . To reach the path
,
we pro ceed by the road ski rt ing

Balscadden Bay, overshadowed by Tower Hill
,
from the

M ar tello tower on which the submarine cable to England
is car ried in to th e sea at Balscadden Bay under the tw o no ti ce
boards marked “ Telegraph .

” The cabl e formerly s tarted
from a s ta t ion on the sho re , but the ent ir e s tru ctu re w as

d emolished one night in a s to rm , and. the cable w as thereu pon
removed to the M ar t ello tower .
We n ext pas s und er the precipi tou s heigh t s of Kilrock , to

the summit of which there is a foo tpath diverging on the right
from the road .

Along the road from Balscadden Bay t o Kilro ck quar ri es
may b e s een the s tones , now utili sed as kerb s tones

,
wh i ch

were u sed over a hundred years ago to form the roadway by
whi ch rocks were conveyed from the quar ri es to the shore
for the cons truc tion of the harb ou r . M any of thes e s tones
are cu riou sly grooved i n pa ral le l lines , probably caused b y ei th er
ch ains o r proj ec tions from th e lorri es car ry ing the ro cks

.

The Cli ff path commences at Kilrock b y a s teep as cen t
,

and then pas s es b etween w ooden pos t s on the l eft
,
besid e a

sma ll way sid e hos tel ry . From this par t of the hill there is
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an ext en siv e vi ew of the coa s t o f Finga l as far no rth as Rush ,
whos e long rows of whit e co t tages are pla in ly vi s i bl e t o the
naked eye . M alahide and. Sword s are concealed from v i ew by
M alahide or Carri ck Hill r i s ing above the fl a t

,
sandy shores

of Portmarno ck and the glis tening expans e of the Velve t
S trand , w h i l e t o th e right

,
forming prominen t obj ects i n

the vi ew, wil l b e s een Lamb ay I s land and I reland ’s Eye .
Immedia tely on the left , as we pro ceed towards the o ld

Ba il ey, i s the precipi tou s headland known as the Nos e of

Howth , which fo rms the north-eas t ern poin t of the p romon
tory, and from thi s th e path turns n early a t right angles t o
the southwa r d . A track diverging to the le ft l eads t o the
Nose , but i t runs peril ous ly clos e t o the edge of the cl i ffs , and
is no t to b e recommended . Our t rack now s ki rt s the edges
of t remendous cliff s— jagged and b ar e— with the da rk s u rging
wa ters b reaking in huge waves far below,

while on the in ne r
s ide i s a wild t rac t of moorland , i nt ersp ers ed wi th heather ,
bracken and fu rze— gay i n i t s colou ring o f purple and gold .

We next reach the bold head land known as the Ca sana
Rock . a grea t res or t o f sea bi rd s , which at t imes n early cover i t ,
thei r pla in tive cri es echoi ng among the cl iffs and mingling
wi th the roar of the su rf . Nea r this poin t th e fir s t gl imps e
is ob tai ned o f the Wi cklow coas t , Wicklow Head being readily
iden tified by i ts two o ld l ighthous es

,
and to the right may b e

s een t h e l ong fl a t sweep o f sho re extending to G reys tones
,

the hous es of which show conspic u ously in the sunshine .

This p recip itous portion of the c oas t w as the s cene of a

lamen table shipp ing d isas t e r in 1853 . The s teamship Queen
V ictor ia , on a voyage from Live rpool t o Dubl in

,
wit h

abou t 100 pas s engers and ca rgo , s t ruck on the s outhern s ide
of the Ca sana ro ck d u ring a dens e s nows torm

,
b etween 2 and

3 o
’clo ck on the morning of the i 5th February . Eight of

the pa s s engers managed to s c ramble overboard on to the ro cks
,

from w hich they mad e. thei r w ay up the cl iffs t o the Ba i l ey
Ligh thous e . The capta in , w i thou t fu rther delay , ordered
the ves s el to be b acked, s o as to fl oat her c lear o f the ro cks

,



3 2 8 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF DUBLIN

bu t sh e proved to t o more s eriou sly in j ured than w as imagin ed ,
and b egan to fil l rapidly when sh e got in to deep wa ter . Drift
i ng helpl es s ly t owards the Bai ley, she s t ru ck th e ro cky bas e o f
the Lighthous e p romon tory

,
and sank in fifteen minu tes after

wa rds , with her bowspri t tou ch ing the shore . The Roscommen
s t eamer fo rtun at ely happened to pa s s whil e th e il l-fat ed ves s el
w as s inking, and , a t t rac ted b y the s igna ls of dis t res s , promptly
pu t ou t all her boat s and res cu ed between 40 and 50 of
the pas s engers . About 60

,
however, were drowned, i ncluding

the captain .

After a protrac ted “ i nques t ex tending over s ev eral days ,
the j u ry found that the disas te r w as due to the cu lpab l e
n egligence of the cap tai n and the fi rs t mat e

,
in fail ing to

s l acken Speed du ring a snows torm which obs cured all l ights ,
they wel l knowing a t the time that they were approaching
land . The ma te w as sub sequen tly pu t on t rial for man

s laughter .
Ir w as beli eved by many tha t i f the captai n h ad not , in the

fi rs t ins tance
,
backed off the rocks i nt o deep wat e r, all on board

could have b een saved .

From the Nos e to the Ba i ley Lighthou s e the w ater is
sufii cient ly deep to enable coas t ing s teamers t o keep clos e
t o the shore , and from thi s part of the hil l may frequen tly b e
ob s erved the Op era t ion of taking a pi lot by i ncoming vess el s .
I nd eed

,
no be t ter poi nt of van tage than the h eight s over the

Bai l ey can b e fou nd for wat ching the variou s craft pa s s i ng
t o and fro on this mari time highw ay .

Immediat ely b eyond the Casana Rock some s tup endou s
cl iff s cenery i s pas s ed , a fte r which the path

,
ris ing higher

,

comes i nto vi ew of Bray Head , the Sugar Loaves , Dalkey
I sland and the M u glins . Then the Ba i ley promontory

,

properly known as Duncriffan , green and smooth as a carpet .
wi th the l ighthouse

,
is s e en in front

,
and on th e oppos i te

coas t
,
Dalkey

,
Kill iney, and Bal l yb rack hil ls , thei r green

‘

slop es

d otted all over wi th vi lla ruesidences , Kings town obs cu red
by i ts smoke , and bey ond i t the familiar form of Carrickgollogan
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tha t when this lighthous e fel l i nto disus e , afte r the e recti on
of th e modern one i n 18 14, the towe r w as taken down t o supply
building m aterial fo r s ome of th e ad j oin ing cottages .

The old B ail ey lighthous e is b el ieved to have been erec ted
by Robert Readinge i n the reign of Charles I I and , l ike mos t
of i ts contemporari es

, w as placed so high that i t w as oft en
hi dden by fogs hanging around the heights when i t w as cl ear
a t sea l evel .
Th e mound under the bas e of the tower w il l , if examined ,

be found to consi s t of cinders and deb ris th rown down from
an old beacon tower Which s t ood there p rio r t o the erection
of the lighthous e i n Charles the Second ’s t ime .

Early i n the la s t cen tu ry the Po rt authori tie s decided to
supers ede the old l ighthouse

,
and

,
accordingly , i n 18 14, the

exis ting s tru cture w as e rec ted on Duncrifian promontory,
which up to that time bore

,
i n excel lent pres ervat ion , the l ine s

o f ci rcumva l la ti on of King Criffan’ fo rtres s of years
ago , and i n cons equence go t the name of the Bai ley, or Bal ly ,
from the I ri sh ba z

'

lé (Low La tin
,
ba ll ium, a fo rt res s) . Some

portions of the fos s es are y e t d is c erni ble acros s the neck of the
promonto ry .

In the A nna ls of the F our M ar ten there i s a re co rd of King
Criffan

’

s return
,
with numerous spoils of w ar

,
from an expedit ion

abroad , and of his d ea th
,
i n his fo rt at Du ncriifan

,
Ben Ed ar

i n the y ear 9 A .D

I n making some excava t ions a t the new lighthou se about
twenty-five years ago, large quanti ti es of human rema in s were
found — probably relics of the bat t le fought h ere i n 646A .D. ,

between Kings Cona ll and Kel lagh , j o int kings o f I reland,
and Aengus

,
who

,
as s on of the previous king

,
dispu ted the

s overeignty w i th th em .

Leaving the o ld Bai ley , we take the road down toward s the
t ram stat ion, tu rn ing to the left along the ma in road, whi ch
now d es cend s conside rably, and bends toward s the wes tward .

The Bai l ey l ighthou s e and p romonto ry now come aga in i nto
view on the le ft

,
and as we tu rn the corner -o f the road , w e
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may dimly dis t ingu i sh ,
through the overhanging smoke , the

more conspicuous buildings of the city, the tal l twin chimneys
at Ringsend

, and to the right , the flat , sandy reaches ofDolly
mount and the North Bull . We now pas s a s ta t ion on the
t ram lin e appropriately cal led Bay View,

”
and from th i s

poin t the l i ne runs along the road , on which there i s l it tle of
i n teres t to noti c e unti l th e s ta t i on call ed Barren Hil l ” i s
pas s ed

,
so cal l ed from the heather— clad h eigh t wi th tha t name

The Ba i ley Ligh thou se .

(19040

adj o ining . Immedia tely beyond this s tat i on wil l b e s een a

whitewashed cot tage on the right— open the i ron ga t e b es id e
the cot tage

,
and pas s al ong by the wall to the top o f the fie ld ,

where turn to the right til l a path is reached . Follow th i s path
round the s ide of the hill known as Sh elmar tin, which li es
immedia tely t o the right , and can be as c ended from any poin t

a long the pathway if d es i red .

From this part of th e hil l there is a fine view of the i s thmu s

and hou ses of Sut ton , th e peninsu la and sands of Portma rnock
,

and the Splendid pla in o f l\ l oy Bra . We now cros s a s ti l e

ad j o ining a co t tage with po in ted w i ndows , beyond wh i ch the

pa
thway cross es a t rac t of gras s and ru shes , oft en swampy i n



3 32 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF DUBLIN

rainy weathe r . Ano ther s ti le i s p res ently reached besi de a

wooden gate
,
from whi ch the pathway pas s es through a j ungle

of bracken oft en as high as one ’s head .

Immediately i n fron t now appears the rocky height known
as Dunhill , on the summit of which there s tood in former t imes ,
be fore the i ntroduction of the elec t ric t elegraph

,
a pos t o ffi c e

s emaphor e s ta tion . I t may b e here remarked that the
s emaphore sys t em w as very much more effici en t than is generally
supposed

,
and mes sages were o ften s en t by i t with a rapidi ty

which would as toni sh modern teleg raph Operators . Of cours e
i t s grea t fau l t w as that even a pa rt ial fog paralys ed the whole
sys tem .

I n th e summer this hi ll i s general ly one ma s s of purple
hea ther— mos tly the b rill iant bell vari e ty , not that known
as l i ng .

A few hundred yards from the las t-mentioned s ti le the
pa thway branches keep t o the left and c ross the s til e b es ide
an i ron gate

,
pas s a long by the hedge on the right a t the top

of the fi eld until a tu rns ti l e i s r eached . from which take the
path ac ros s the fi eld to the road and then turn t o the left
down Balglass hill i n to th e town .

At the foo t of Ca rri ckmo re
,
the p recip i ce ove rhanging

Howth demesne , i s a cromlech of cons iderab l e s i ze , the t op
of which h as s l ipped from i ts s uppo rt s and fal l en t o the ground .

I t i s t radi ti onal ly reputed t o mark the buria l p lace of a daughte r
o f Aengus of Ben Eda r , named Aidee n , who died of gri e f
a t the los s o f he r husb and , Os car , at a ba t t le at Gav ra

,
n ea r

Ta ra , i n the year 2 84. A .D.

This in c iden t h as b een made the subj e c t of a b eau ti fu l
poem

,
en t i tled “ Aideen

’
s Grave ,” by the la t e S i r Samuel

Fe rgus on

They heaved th e s t one, they heap
’
d the ca i rn

Sa id Os s ian In a queenly grave
We l eave her mong her fi elds of fern

,

Between. the cl i ff and wave .
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CHAPTER XXXII.

HOWTH— ITS HILLS AND W ILDS

HE Howth road and the ci rcu i t of th e hil l have b een
d es c ribed in the p reviou s chap ter , and i t now remains
bu t t o d eal wi th some w i ld er and les s frequented

port ions of the peninsula , which are ou ts ide the range of the
ordinary excurs ion . We s tar t b y taking a re tu rn t icket on

the t ram to Sutton c ros s roads , whence we fol low the hill t ram
line fo r abou t thre e quar t ers of a mile , and then turn to the
right

,
keeping along the shore throughou t . As we leave the

cross road s , Carri ckmore , Dun Hill , and Shelmart in look very
high and p re cipi tou s— {h e las t b eing pret ti ly variegated by
brigh t green fi eld s along its lower slopes . Near .Sr. Finton’

s

Terrace
,
some fi f ty years ago , there were extens iv e manganes e

and lime works , from w hich dolomite or magnes ian l imes tone
w as exported to England , where the magnes ia w as s eparated
from the l ime and converted in to various va luable products .
Black oxide of mangan es e w as a ls o found abundan tly fo r some
time

,
bu t soon b ecame wo rked out .

Along the shore road we pas s a number of pret ty houses
and vil las , the bu ilders , no d oub t , h aving been a tt rac ted by
the shelt ered pos i t ion

,
facing the sunny sou th—wes t

,
and

p rote cted by the hill from the harsh eas t erly w i nd s of sp ring .

The wes t erly gal es
,
however , blow at t imes here with cons ider

able vi olen ce , and as a resul t the sea undermined the road
to su ch an extent tha t i t h as b ecome neces sary in places t o have
i t embanked .

Th e road ends at th e Coa s tguard S tat ion and we now tak e
the pathway ski rt ing the sho re , presen tly pass i ng a M artel lo
tower in a dilapidated condition , s i tuated on a poin t of ro ck

3 3 4
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overhanging th e sea . Immediately beyond this w e cross a

s t i le
, and thence keep to the right by a narrow track around

The Red Rock
,

” wh e re in summer t ime may b e obs erved
s ome splendid colou r effects , the b right y ellow of the fu rz e
blos s om mingl ing wi th the del i ca t e green of i t s fol iage , while
int erso ersed among the red and y el low t ints of the ro cks are
purpl e patches of heather . The pathway at length conducts
u s t o the very wa t er’s edge , pas s i ng a l i t tle cove and boat
hous e

,
beyond which i t c ross es a low gras sy t rac t , and at l ength

reaches a s t i l e and i ron gat e . As cending again
,
over the

rocks
,
and rou nd ing Drumleck Poin t , we come in to vi ew

of an old wi re foo t— b ridge on the right , cons t ru cted many
years ago fo r b athing p u rposes . The Ordnance Survey mark
on th ei r 6-i n ch M ap the s i t e of a cas tl e a t Drumleck Point

,

bu t no t radi tion in regard t o i t has ever b een t raced, and i t i s
dou b tful i f i t eve r exi s t ed . Between Drumleck Poi nt and

The Needles i s a cave, which some antiqu arians claim t o have
iden tifi ed as one of the hiding places of Dermo t and Gran ia .

We n ext pas s the group of de tached j agged ro cks known as

“ The Need l es
,

”
and a short dis tance fu rthe r, the pathway

conducts u s t o a fi eld , on the Oppos i te s ide of w hich w i l l b e
s een a noti ce-board b earing th e words publ i c right of w ay.

”

Fol lowing the rou t e i ndicated on the noti ce
,
we reach a well

d efined path pas s i ng through a t rac t of b racken
, and u l t imately

l eading u s ou t on the n eck of the B ai ley p romontory . From
th is poin t we make ou r w ay along the s teep road leading to the
summi t s tat i on of the hill t ramway . where we cros s the l ine
b es ide the s tation , and tu rn to th e left along a n arrow by-road .

Keep ing s til l t o the l eft
,
we a t length leave the road nea r a

gateway on the right
,
and en ter a d elightful wilderness of

furze
,
bracken , heathe r , and sward , ov er which on the l eft

ri s es a precipi tous height , su rmou n ted by a cam cal led The
Cros s

,

” where a cross s tood down to 100 yea rs ago . On the
summit of Ca rri ckbrack Hil l adj oin ing , are the rema ins of

another carn of cons iderab le s ize . Keepi ng to the right in the
l i t tl e defi le

,
af te r a shor t a sc ent we reach the summi t of Black
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Linn , 560 fee t high , the high es t poin t o f Howth — a dis t in ction
commonly, but erroneously , as cribed t o Sh elmar t in

,
which

,

though i t does not look i t
,
i s real ly 10 fee t lower . Between

The Cross and Black Linn
,
and extending therefrom in a

wes terly d i r ec tion i s a heather— clad t ract
,
known as Blackheath ,

travers ed by a path
,
a long which we may make ou r w ay t o

Sh elmar t in .

Th e view from Black Linn includes an unbroken view of the
sea from Wi cklow Head , with it s three lighthous es on the
sou th , to the poin t of land at the ext remity of the long v il lage
of Rush on the no rth . Southward w i l l b e obs erved Brav Head ,
Greys tones , the tw o Sugar Loaves

,
Dalkey

,
Killiney

,
Kings

town and the long range of familia r heights extending wes t
ward until lo s t i n the haze and smoke of the c ity

,
whil e on cl ear

days may b e d is c ern ed the blu e p rofil e of th e mounta ins of
Wa l es . Looking toward s the ci ty

,
th e hill wi th the sharp

summit i nter cept ing the v i ew of Clontarf i s Sh elmar t in ,
and

to the right of that is the ro cky height cal led Dun Hill , fo rmerly
a s emaphore s ignal s tat ion . Between u s and the harbou r are

the lower elevations known as the Longhoreen Hills, and

under the wes t ern s id e o f the hil l i s an undula t i ng t rac t b earing
the s t range name of the Ben of Howth . Betw een Black Linn
and Sh elmart in i s a s l ightly ris ing ground known as

Knocknaboh il .

A very an ci en t Cel ti c town of Howt h w as bel i eved b y Dr .

Pe tri e and the Rev . j . F . Shearman to have exis t ed in the
Cross Garvey field

,
clo se to the Ben o f Howth .

Following the path acros s B lackheath
,
we a t l ength reach

Sh elmar tin ,
which presen ted a d ismal sp ec ta cle for some years

a fter i t w as burn t in 1905, looking as bar e and arid as a des ert .

From it s summit one s ees t o the northward the precip i tous
height overhanging the demesn e

,
known as Carri ckmore

,
to

the left of which is the i s thmus so low and n arrow that i t looks
from here as i f the sea could eas ily wa sh over i t . I t h as been
s tated . th ough without any rel iable authority, that King
Criffan , who died at Du ncriffan ,

now the Bailey promontory
,
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origina l s t ructu re w as taken down in o rder to u ti l is e the s tones
i n building the Ca thol i c Chu rch at Howth .

S t . Nessan
’
s Church , owing to i ts expos ed pos i ti on , w as i n

early times cons tan tly pillaged b y Danish and Engl i sh mar

au ders, and i t i s recorded that Irgh alach , King of Bregia , w as

s lain in one of these a t tacks . I t is not , therefore , su rpris ing
tha t

,
as th e original eccl es ias t i c es tabli shmen t of Howth , i t w as

St . Nessan
’

s Chu rch
,
Ireland ’

s Eye, in 1843 .

(F rom a sk etch by W. F . Wa k eman , )

for s ecu ri ty t rans ferred to the mai nland in 1235, from which
dat e the chu rch on I reland’s Eye w as probably a l low ed to fal l
i n to decay .

There canno t, however , have b een any permanen t monas t i c
es tablishmen t here , as there are no ind i ca t ions of foundations
n ear the chu rch ,

and any s t on e bui ld ing would have left s ome
traces a fter i t , s eei ng tha t the is land h as not been inhabi ted
s ince the abandonmen t of the chu rch

,
and h as s carcely been

dis tu rbed b y t il lage Op era t ions .
The w i ld beauty of the is land w ill amply repay one for the
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t rouble of vis i ting i t ; the mos t i n t eres ti ng por ti on being the
ea s t ern s ide , where the d e tached ro cks are of grea t s i ze and

fan ta s ti c shapes , and hol lowed ou t by the action of th e sea i n to
numerous caves . On this s id e a ls o is the s c ene of the now
almos t forgot te n Kirwan mu rd er— a t er ribl e t ragedy of the
la st cen tury .

The vi ew from the heights compris es
,
t o th e s ou th— th e

hi ll , harb ou r , and town of Howth
,
with the cas t l e embosomed

i n i ts woods ; t o the right of thes e
,
the I s thmus of Su tton

and then , i n s uc ces s i on , Ba ldoyle , Portmarnock
,
and to the

no rthward the fer ti le trac t of Fingal ; while ac ros s the ci ty
haze may b e dis cerned the rounded forms o f the Dublin
mounta in s thei r s ummits ou tlined in pic tu res qu e profi le

,
and

thei r bases indis t in c t and blurred by the smoke of the
M e tropolis .

In the p repara t ion of this ar ti cl e the fol lowing authori t i es
have been consu lted -Yk e j ourna l of tbe Roya l Society of
Antiguar ier for 1895, contai ning ar ti cles on

“ How th ” by
M r . Rober t Cochran e and the Rev . C . T . M ‘

c ready A Day

at Howth , by the late M r . Huband Smith Dal ton ’s Hi:tory

of ibe County Dublin Wakeman ’s Old Dublin ; [f ir/3 Name: of
Pla cer ; and s ome ar ti cl es in Tbe Dnblin Penny yourna l and

Tbe Ir irb Penny M agaz ine.

The ci rcu i t des c rib ed in this chapter enta i ls a wal kOf between
six and s even miles , whi ch may be reduced by taking the t ram
back fr om the Summi t .



HAFTER XXXIII

KILMAINHAM , CHAPELIZOD , PALMERSTON,

LUCAN AND ESKER

EAVING town by James ’s S t re et
,
M oun t Brow n

,
and

Old Kilma inham
,
w e may obs erve among the newer

bui ldings many qua in t old hous es and that ched cot

tages
,
memorials of the no t very dis’ tan t time when this w as

qui t e a rura l ne ighbourhood . Near where O
'

c onnell Road

(formerly S t . john
’s Road) cros s es the ra i lway, there s tood

un ti l a few years ago ,
in si de a ni che i n the wal l on the wes t ern

s ide of the road
,
the famous S t . john

’s Well
,
ru thles s ly swep t

away during the al t era ti ons conseq uen t upon the building of

S t . john
’s Terrace . It s origi na l posi tion w as

,
however

,
on th e

other
i

s ide of the road , one hundred and twenty yards
lower down the hil l i n the dire c tion of the Phoenix Park . I t
i s marked in that pos i t ion on the Ordnance Survey M ap of

18 37 , b efore the cons t ruc ti on of the Great S ou thern and

Wes tern Ra i lway (s ee als o Da l ton ’s His tory, p . and the
a l t era t ion in i ts pos i t ion w as probably due to the deep ra ilway
cut t ing here having in tercepted i ts s ou rce

,
neces s i tati ng the

opening of i t higher up the hill , on the other s i de of the railway .

A pa t tern w as fo rmerly held h e re on S t . john
’s Day (24th

june) , and to ac commodat e the vo tari es , a numb er of ten ts
and booths u s ed to b e erec ted ,

giving the place th e appearance
of a fa i r . As might b e exp ected , an ins t itu t ion of the kind so

near a large ci ty , a t t ra c t ed a mixed clas s of pa t rons
,
and the

d runkennes s and debauchery by whi ch i t in t ime b ecame
characteris ed , made i t su ch a nuisance tha t effort s weremade on
s everal o ccas ions , by the cl e r gy and o thers , in the 18 th and

19th centuries , t o have i t suppres sed . The Observances lingered
340
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Archbishop Browne , of Dublin , of which the lat ter b i t t erly
complains i n a l et ter pres erved in the Sta t e Papers .
In 17 10 ,

the p roceedings at this well having at t racted pub li c
at ten tion

,
the I rish Hous e of Commons pas s ed a res olu t ion

declaring tha t the as s emblages of devo te es here were a menace
and a danger to the publ i c p eace of the kingdom , and pres cribed
fines , whippings , and imprisonments as the penal t ie s fo r thes e
dangerous . tumultuous , and unlawfu l a s sembli es ,

”
w hich . as

Da l t on qua in tly remarks
,
w as cer ta in ly a s evere r penance than

thos e p ersons Intended to infl i c t upon themselves .
Even up to the time of i t s disappearan ce , the well w as not

wi thou t a few old pi lgrims on S t . john
’s Day some for

devo tional pu rpos es
,
and others to pro cu re some of the wa ter

whi ch on the anniversary w as beli eved to poss ess a pecu liar
sancti ty .

A fla t s lab of s ton e in the w as t e plot adj o in ing St . john
’s

Terrac e app ears t o ma rk the recen t si t e o f thi s an cien t well ,
which i t i s p resumed h as met th e ignoble fat e of being drain ed
i n to the s tr eet s ewer .
Wi thi n the wal l on the oppos i te side of the road is the

famous Bully
's Acre bu ria l ground

,
which from ancien t times

w as the chief place of s epu ltu re for th e inhabi tan ts of Dublin ,
and i n the du elling day s of the 18 th and 19 th cen turi es b ecame
the s cen e of numerous encoun ters

,
i t s notori ety in this respect

qui te eclips ing i ts hi s tor ic in teres t . About the year 1760

Genera l Dilks , Commander of the Fo rces , a t temp ted to conver t
this an cien t buria l p lace in to a bo tani c garden for the Royal
H03pital , and in o rder t o carry ou t th is act o f des ec rat ion he
cau s ed the graves to b e levelled

,
sp read a thi ck covering of l ime

over the en ti re su rface
,
and en clos ed the place wi th a h igh wal l .

The working men of the Liber ti es
,
however

, ea p erat ed at

this indigni ty to thei r an cesto rs and relat ives i nt erred there
,

coll ected in a body one night
,
level led the wa ll

, and res tored
the place to it s origina l pu rpos e . As the only free burial p lac e
fo r the poor , i t thereaft er con t inued to be us ed unti l the
cholera epid emi c o f 1832 , when in terment s having taken
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plac e i n six months
,
the Governmen t , apprehensive of pes t i~

l ence
,
fina l ly closed i t .

According to remot e t radition , an I rish chi eftain who fell
at the Bat t l e of Clon tarf, erroneous ly con j e c tu red to b e
M u rrough

,
sl eeps in this graveyard b eneath a tal l heads tone

mark ed wi th curious ly in t erlaced carvi ngs
,
suppos ed to b e the

sha ft of a large cros s . Abou t one hundred years ago thi s s ton e
fell from i ts pedes ta l

,
and i n replacing i t , a number of Danish

coins and a fine sword of the 11th cen tu ry were found
immed ia t ely adj o in ing . This weapon probably b elonged to
the dead chi efta in , and w as buri ed wi th him in acco rdanc e
wi th anci en t mili tary cus tom .

When S trongbow came to I reland , he granted the lands
of Kilma inham to the Knights HOSpitallers of S t . john of

jerusa lem ,
and Hen ry I I . by chart er confi rmed the gi ft . A

record of the contents of the o rigina l char te r wil l b e found in
Si r john Gi lb er t

’s His toric and l ll nnieipa l Document; ofIrela nd .

The memb ers of thi s his to ri c o rder s eem to have combined the
fun cti ons of so ldi er

,
phys ician , and eccles ias ti c

, and t o have
b een tho roughly profici en t in the ar t s and du ties of a ll three .

At the Suppress ion of the M onas t eri es thi s anci en t body
suffered the common pen al ty

,
and w as d i s solved by the Govern

ment of the day ,
all thei r p rop er ty and es ta t es coming into

poss ess ion o f the Crown .

In 1534 the c i t i zens o f Dublin havi ng received pr iva t e
info rm at ion tha t the O ’

Tooles were es co rt ing to the moun tai ns
the p roceeds of a fo ray in Fingal , sal l i ed ou t to i n t e rcep t them
at Kilmai nham Bridge , where I s land Bridge now s tands , bu t
were su rp ris ed and overpowered by the spoi lers a t the wood of

Salcock , and obl iged to ret i re W i th a loss o f eighty of thei r
number .
I n 1680 King Cha rl es I I . di rec ted the bu ild i ng o f a ho spi tal

a t Kilma i nham fo r the mai n tenanc e o f aged and ma imed
soldi ers of the army of I reland . such hospi ta l to b e e rec ted
upon par t o f the lands of the Roya l Pa rk

,
nea r the old ruinou s

bu ilding cal led the Cas t le o f Kilma inham ,
fo rmerly o ccupied
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by the Knights H05p it allers . Porti ons of the wal ls of the old

chapel of theHOSp itallers were taken down and used as materials
for the cons tru ction of the new edifice bu t one mul lioned
window of th e o rigina l s t ru ctu re ye t remain s , i n co rporated in
the buildings of the Royal Hosp i tal .
Adj oini ng Kilmai nham is I s land Bridge , deriving i t s name

from an i s land formed by a loop in the river immed iately to
the wes t of the b ridge

,
bu t now s epara t ed from the s ou thern

bank by a mill-race only, in s t ead o f by a b ranch of the r iver .

I n 1535 Si r Wil l iam Skefiington , Lord Deputy of I reland ,

whil e es cor ting the Lord Chan cello r and other officers of S tat e
re turning to Dublin from Trim

,
h ad an en coun ter at this plac e

wi th the adheren ts o f Si lken Thomas. then in i nsu rr ec t ion
again s t the Governmen t . Skeffing ton

’

s rou te from Trim lay

th rough Cas tl eknock t o Chapel i zod . a nd thence al ong the
banks of the Liffey t o Kilm a inham Bridge mentioned above ,
a nar row s tru ct ure acros s which he p roposed to take his men
on thei r w ay in to the ci ty . Immedia tely a t the o ther s ide

,

between the B ridge and Kilma inham . w as then the wood of
Salco ck

,
and under r i ver of thi s , the Gera ldines h ad laid an

ambus cade fo r Skeffi ngt on
’
s fo rce . in tending to fal l upon them

as they emerged from the narrow b ri dge . The ci rcums tances
were parti cu larly favou rab le for the proj ec t

,
for acco rding to

Skeffingt on
’
s accoun t in the S ta te Papers of Hen ry VI I I .

,
a

phenomena l fal l of rain h ad caus ed such fl oods that th e foo t
sold i ers , i n pas s i ng the low—ly i ng par ts of th e road al ong the
rive r, h ad to wade up to the i r wai s ts 111 wa te r , and i n con

s equ ence , the s t rings of thei r bows h ad b ecome so soaked w i th
mois tu re as to b e usel es s , w hile the fea thers of their arrows h ad
fal l en o ff from the same cau s e

,
so tha t . h ad the a t tack b een

made , mat ters would u ndoub tedly have gone hard wi th the
bowmen

,

'

as they could have done l i t tl e to d efend thems elves .
Luckily fo r Skeffi ngton , however . he managed

,
at the las t

momen t , to ge t wi nd of the ar rangemen ts made fo r h is
‘

recep

t ion , whereupon he laid h is guns i n posi t ion b eside the b ridge ,
pas s ed his bowmen acros s

,
and s imul taneously Opening fi r e upon
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d own the S t . Laurenc e Road we d es c end i n to the Liffey val l ey
,

with gra s sy , wooded banks ris i ng high on the left , the pi ctu resqu e
village of Ch apel izod in fron t

,
and. the Ca tholi c chu rch p rom i

nent ly i n v i ew a t the opposi t e s id e of th e river .

Facing the b ridge , on the n ear s ide , the road up the s te ep
hi ll l eads t o th e old chu rch and churchyard of Bal lyfermot

,

n ea r w hich formerly s t ood a cas t l e whos e s i t e is now occupied
by Ballyfermo t House . Between the hou se and the road is a
curious b ri ck wall

,
bu il t i n a s e ri es o f cu rves

,
and s ta ted to have

a t one t ime formed portion of the enclosu re of an orchard
belonging to the cas tl e . A quarter o f a mile fu rther

,
on the

eas te rn si de of the road , b etween the ra i lway and the cana l
,

i s an Old hou se know n a hund red yea rs ago as B allyfermot
Lodge

,
whose di lapid a ted garden wal ls , overhu ng w i th immens e

grow ths o f ivy ,
t es t ify to the antiqui ty of the place . A tiled

roof of an old pa t tern on an ou thous e adj oining , w ou ld
sugges t that the o riginal roo f on the main build ing w as a ls o
a t iled one . I f this su rmis e b e co rrect , i t would s eem probable ,
from the pos i tion and app earance o f this o ld es tabl ishment ,
that i t is the w eird Tiled House referred t o by J . S . Le
Fanu i n his s to ry o f Tbe Home by zbe Cburebya rd .

Cro s s ing the b ridge we enter Chapelizod , once a favou ri t e
resid ence for Dublin ci t i zens , and s t il l poss es s ing some trace s
of the o ld world respec tabili ty which charac teri s ed i t at the
p eriod of which L e Fanu w ro t e in his famous novel . Betw een
the two approaches from the ma in s t ree t to the Pro tes tan t
Parish Church is an Old — fash ioned hou s e , which is evid ently
the actua l House by the Churchyard that plays so promi
nent a par t i n the s tory .

The lands of Chapeli zod appear to h ave b een among thos e
res erved b y the Crown at the I nvas ion , and they cont inued to
b e part o f the Roya l d emesne up t o the l ath century, when they
came int o posses s i on o f the family o f de la Feld . I n the 17 th
centu ry the Crown h ad aga in acqu i red poss es s i on of a hous e
and land s here which were s i tu ated to the l eft of the road from
Dub li n

,
on the banks of the Liffey . For some years duri ng
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the Commonwea l th the hous e w as o ccupied by Si r Theophi lu s
Jones , brother of Colonel Jones , who dis t i nguished himself
a t the Ba t tl e o f Rathmines , and a t a lat er p eriod i t w as us ed a s

a vi cerega l r es idence . A ruined turre t n ea r the rive r i ndica t es
the pos i t ion of the gardens of this o ld mans ion

,
whi ch w as

cal led The King ’s Hous e
,

” on accoun t of i t s having been used
fo r a sho r t t ime in 1690 by King Wi ll iam I I I . as a res idence .

O n the Liffey a t Chapel iz od ,

In the 18 th century i t fel l i nt o de cay , and w as sub sequen tly
disposed o f b y the Crown .

Retraci ng ou r s teps and re cros s ing the b ridge w e pas s through
wha t i s now commonly accoun ted par t o f Chapeli zod , but i s
p roperly the village o f S t . L au rence , derivi ng i ts name from a

l epe r hospi ta l dedi cated to tha t sa i n t i n early t imes , when
leprosy w as a common ma lady in the coun try , and closed in
1426, when it s owne r su rrend ered cus tod y of i t and its land s
t o the Crown . T he name of the sa in t is s ti l l re ta ined i n the
lo cal nomen clatu re , and a fa i r u sed to b e held here on S t .
Lau rence ’s Day.
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A long and unin teres t ing s t ret ch of road between high wal ls
conduct s us pas t the S tewa r t Ins ti tu tion , formerly the res idence
o f Lord Donoughmore

,
in t o Palmers ton

,
somewhat res embling

Chapeli zod i n th e c h aract er of i t s b u i ldings . Jus t as the village
i s en tered , on the right will b e s een one of the old s tables s u r
y iy i ng from the coaching days

,
w hen numerou s coaches for

M ullingar and other towns o n the grea t wes t ern highway used
t o pas s d ai ly through this place . Ad j oining is a t errace

,
the

s tyl e of whi ch would poi nt t o the exis t ence, i n former years , of
a well- t o — do clas s of res idents , while on the opposi t e s ide of the
road w as

,
un ti l r e cent ly

, a s ta tely o ld mans ion , now replaced
by a row of small dwell ings .

‘ At the clos e Of the 18 th century this vi l lage poss es s ed s ix
cali co printi ng mills

,
two oil mills

,
one d y e mill , three wash

mills , as well as lead , iron and copper w orks .

Appro ach ed by a lane from the high road is a p retty chapel
of—eas e

,
with a smal l b elfry b eari ng a clo ck which h as long

ceas ed to record the flying hour
,
and i n front of the entran ce

is a l ime tree with a ci rcu lar s eat around the t runk .

Bes id e the old s table r eferred to above
,
a b y -road on the

right l ead s t o the lower and probably the origina l vil lage , with
the ruins of the old church o f Palmerston

,
thi ckly covered wi th

ivy
,
i n a pictu resque pos i t ion overlooking the river . Adj oining

i s the once famed vi llage green , where a fa i r us ed t o b e held
on the 2 15t Augus t , an ins ti tu ti on whi ch at one p eriod of i t s
exi s ten ce w as regarded as s econd only to the his tori c satu rnal ia
of Donnyb rook
A mile and a hal f b eyond Palmers ton

,
a long the ma in road ,

is the li t tl e hamlet of Curs is S t ream , re cen tly improved by the
erect ion o f some hand some vil la resi den ces . There i s nothing
i n this loca l i ty worthy o f not i ce and aft er p as s ing the power
s tat ion of the Dubli n and Lucan El ect ri c Rai lway, we reach
Ballydow d Hill , a cons id erable elevation over the surrounding
country

,
bu t commanding only a v ery res t r i ct ed vi ew . Abou t

a m i le furthe r on we pas s the long , s t raggling hamlet of B al ly~

dow d
,
consi s t ing mostly of neatly— kep t detached cot tages

,
and



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


350 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF DUBLIN

The follow ing ac count of t he t rial i s abbreviated from tha t
i n the F reeman’

s 7 b urna l o f the 27 th June , 1807

COMM I S S ION INTELL IGENCE.

MURDER o r M R . M CCARTHY .

Thomas Wei r and Chris topher Walsh were i ndic ted fo r the
mu rd er of the Rev . M r . M cCarthy n ear Lu can , on the 3rd of

the current month
,
for that they

,
i ns tigated b y the devi l , 8<c . ,

did mu r der the said M r . M cCarthy, by lodging the conten t s
of a pis to l under his l eft b reas t , of the w ound whereo f he di ed
There w as ano ther count charging the pris oners w i th robbing
th e said M r . M cCarthy of a s i lver wa tch

,
and (2) t en

shillings English . To both thes e counts the p ri soners pleaded
not guil ty .

The pris on ers b ei ng as ked h ad they any agents
,
Wa lsh

announ ced he h ad no a t torney but God Almighty
James Clarke

,
keep er of the turnpike n ear Lu can

,
depos ed

that he saw deceas ed about 11 o’clo ck on the n ight of the 3 rd
Jun e

,
lying on his ba ck , d ead , n early at the top of Lucan hill ,

with h is right hand ex tended , and bleeding profusely from a

wound in the left b rea s t . Wi tnes s j oin ed in the pursu i t of the
murd erers .
John M ur p hy , one of the gang , who turned King

’ s Evidence
,

id entified both pris oners . On the 3 rd Jun e he saw Wei r wi th
three men

,
named Donohoe , M acM ahon,

and Larkin . A
meeting w as u l tima tely arranged for that night i n Thoma s
S treet

,
a t w hich the pri son ers

,
the three men named ,

and

w i tn ess a t tended . and i t w as there plann ed that they should
that same night pro ceed t o Lucan and at tack the hou s e of a

man named Kenny , w h o ,
i t w as und ers tood

, h ad £180 i n his
poss ess ion . A car w as acco rd i ngly hired by two of the par ty

,

who told the driver that they were ba il iffs going out to arres t
a d es er te r in Lu can , and they d rove fi rs t to M oun t Brown

,

where the remai nd e r of the gang mounted the car . Wi tnes s
s tated that w hen he go t t o Lucan his hear t fai led him , and he
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gave his p is to l to Walsh
,
who w as a s old i e r in pla i n clothes ,

and who i n re tu rn gave h im his bayon et . When they reached
Kenny ’s hous e they found there only his wife and daughter ,
to whom they read a document which they sa id w as a s earch
war ran t theythen s earched the hou se , bu t find i ng no money,
qui t ted i t wi thou t offeri ng any vio len ce to the i nma t es .

M emoria l and scene of Fathe r M a cCa rtan
’

s mu rder
,
Lucan .

On l eaving , they div id ed into tw o par ties , w hereof w i tnes s

and two others w ere the fi rs t ; We i r , Walsh ,
and Donohoe

followi ng a t a shor t d i s tance . The fi rs t p arty ove rtook and

pas s ed a gen tleman in b lack on the road , bu t d id not moles t

h im ; aft er p as s ing him wi tnes s looked back and obs erved tha t
when the oth ers c ame. up , Wa lsh pu t his hand to his bo som .

d rew ou t a pis tol , s ei zed th e gentlem an by th e throa t , and fi red

agai ns t him . Wi tnes s saw a man fal l , who he a t fi rs t thought

w as Walsh
,
whereu p on he immediatel y separated from h is
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companions and ran away across the op en country witnes s saw
no more of the gang that night

,
and w as himself ar res ted next

morni ng .

On cros s-examinati on
,
witness s ta ted tha t his pi s tol w as

loaded with swan drops
,
that he d id no t take i t ou t with inten t

to murder
,
and tha t only for the Union he would not have

come so near the gallows , his trade , tha t of a s i lver plater
havi ng been an exceed i ngly good one un til the pas sing of that
measu re .

John White , the car d rive r, d epos ed that on the night of

the 3rd June , his car w as hi red b y Walsh and Weir to carry a

party t o Lucan ,
for the pu rpos e , as al leged b y the hi rers , of

app rehending a des er ter .
Eleano r Bu rke

,
a s ervant a t James Kenny’s

,
near Lu can

, gave

evidence as to the vis i t by the party .

M aj o r S ir r , who took t h e depos i t ions of John M urphy
,
the

King’s Evid ence , deposed that he took them down verbat im .

The confes s ion of the prison ers
,
Wei r and Walsh

, w as pro
du ced i n evi dence i t charged Donohoe wi th th e murder

,
bu t

agreed otherwi s e with the evidence of John M urphy .

The ju ry wi thout leav ing the box , retu rned a verdic t of

gu i lty agains t both pris oners , and Judge Daly
,

’ i n pas s ing
sen tence of dea th , advi s ed them to indulge i n no vain hopes o f
respi te . Wei r begged for s ome time t o p repare , but the j udge
observed that there were no ci rcums tances i n the cas e which
would warrant any departu re i n the l eas t degree from a s tri ct
compliance w i th the law , and s en t enced the pris oners to be
hanged next morning .

The murderers were execu ted ,
ac co rd ing to the usual cu s tom

of the time , on the spo t where the crime w as committed .

Wei r w as only nin eteen year s of age and Wa lsh thir ty— fou r .
The three o ther members of the gang were never apprehended

,

and probab ly es caped abroad .

I t may b e here ment ioned tha t th e l eft hand road , on which
the tram runs , w as no t i n exi s ten ce a t the t ime of th e t ragedy .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


354 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF DUBLIN

Ad j o ining the entrance ga t e of the d emesne , bu t a lmos t
concealed from observat ion by t rees , i s the ancien t cas t le of the
Sarsfields, beside w hich i s the ivi ed rui n of a chu rch conta in ing
a mura l tabl e t to the memory of Lady Jane But ler and he r
husband .

Not far from the town
,
on the road to the G rea t Southern

and Wes tern Rai lway Sta t ion
,
i s a hil lo ck surmounted by a rath

in excel len t preservat ion . I n th e in t erio r are s evera l wal led
chambers which were fo rmerly rea ched by an open ing at th e
top

,
bu t are now inacc es s ib l e owing t o po rt ion of the ent rance

pas sage hay i ng fall en in .

Leaving Lu can by the Eske r road up the s teep hi ll , and pas s ing
the n ew cemet ery

,
we pres ently ent er the l i t tle village of Es ke r

more populous in former yea rs , and once poss es s ing a grammar
s chool and a co t ton fac tory . The dis t ri c t of Eske r w as one o f
the fou r ancien t Roya l manors of the County Dublin , the

revenu es of w hich were on occas i ons applied to the defence of
thePa l e aga in s t t h e I rish Enemie .

” Esker means a ridge of
sandhills , thi s place marking the commencemen t of the grea t
Esker—Riada , a l i ne of low hill s which ex tends almos t u nint er
rupt ed ly to the County Galway

,
and w as fixed u pon as the

boundary be tween the North and the Sou th o f I re land i n th e
z ud cen tu ry by Ow en M ore and Conn of the Hundred Bat tl es

(l r irb Name: of Pla cer, Vol . I.
,
p .

On the summit o f one o f thes e sand hil ls
, and in a command

ing posi t ion over looki ng the l i t t l e hamlet
,
s tand the ivied ruins

of the ancien t church of Esker
,
p rob ably dating from the 12 th

cen tu ry . Wi thin the hallowed ci rcui t o f i t s mouldering w al ls
,

a large tombs tone
,
shat tered to pi eces . m arks the res ting

place o f th e murdered pri es t
,
Fathe r M acCar tan whose t ragi c

fat e is commemora ted in the following epi taph

The Un i ted Parishes o f Lucan and Palmers town erec ted
this tombst one ove r the M ortal Rema i ns o f the Reve rend
James M acCart an , R.C . Curat e of said Pari shes . As a

grateful t ri bu te o f thei r Respec t fo r
,
and as a fi tt ing monu
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men t o f thei r s in cere regre t fo r the los s o f th at Worthy
Clergyman

,
by whose death Society w as d eprived of a Va luab le

M ember
, and Religion one of Her mos t zea lous M in is t ers .

Lamen table to add
,
He fell a Vict im to the S acri legiou s

Hands of a Sanguinary Band i t t i , by whom he w as Robb ed

Bal lyow en Castle .

and M urdered on the Hil l of Lu can on the 3 rd day of June ,
A .D . 1807 , And i n the 42nd yea r of hi s Age .

Requies ca t i n Pace .

Amen .

”

I t i s d ifii cu l t t o ac count fo r the mutilat ed condi tion of thi s
tombs tone otherwis e than by the suppos i tion of m ali ci ou s
i nj ury , as from the marks on it

,
i t would appea r t o h ave b een

delibera tel y b roke n , e ithe r by d ropping heavy s t ones upon i t
o r b y S t riking i t w i th s ome weighty obj e c t .
In 1248 t he M anor o f Es ker w as granted to Pet er de Ber
mingh am, w hose des cendant s re ta i ned poss es s ion of i t u nti l
the middle of the following cen tu ry . From a regal vis i ta ti on
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of 1615, i t appears that the chu rch w as then in repai r, bu t tha t
the chance l w as i n ru ins .
Ris ing ou t o f Eske r

,
the road i s carri ed al ong an eleva ted

ridge commanding exqu is i t e vi ews of the mountains in ex
tended panorama

, s ome b athed in sunshine
,
others more

sombre , shadowed by pas s ing clouds , or pictu res qu ely wrea thed
in the blue smoke of the gors e fi res .
A short d is tance fu rther

,
on a by

- road to the left
,
will b e

s een Bal lyowen Cas t le
,
cons i s t ing of a s quare ivied ru in , with

a modern farmhou s e erected agains t i t . S everal old doorways
,

now bui l t up
,
can b e d is t inguished in the mas onry, and the

o riginal well of the cas t l e , i n the adj oi ning field
,
i s s t i l l u sed

for d ri nk ing purpos es .
This cas t l e i s somewhat d ifieren t from the o rd i nary type , i n

b eing equipped w i th a lofty tu rr e t , a featu re copied in the
design of a modern res id ence i n the n eighbourhood . Com

manding so extensive a V i ew,
this addit ion to a s t ronghold

mus t have been a grea t advantage to the o ccupan ts during
t roublou s times , in s ecu ring, to a grea t ext en t

,
an immunity'

from

su rpri s e a t tacks . Some t races of the old fos s e which surrounded
t h e bui lding may b e di s t ingu ished to the s outh of the ruin .

Returning to the mai n road
,
we presen tly cros s i n succes s ion

the G rea t Sou thern and Wes tern Rai lw ay and the Grand
Canal

,
hal f a mile bey ond which we en ter the vi llage of Clon

d alkin . From here we as cend the long hil l pas t M oun t S t .

Jo seph
’s M onas te ry to the N aa s road

,
whence the re turn to

t own may b e made via Kilma inham
,
Dolph i n ’s Barn

,
o r

Terenure
,
acco rd ing to the dis t ri c t des i red to b e reached .

The following authori ti e s were consul ted in the preparat ion
of this chap ter — An a rt i cl e on Lucan and Leixlip by M r . E.

R . M cc . Dix and M r . James M i lls i n the 7 aw na l of tba Roya l

Society of Antz
‘

qua r z
’

er of Ireland fo r 1896; Dal ton ’s Hi:tory
of tba County Dublin Wakeman ’s O ld Dublin Tbe Dubl in

Penn-y 7 01m m! and s everal art i cles in o ld Dublin magazines .
Dis tances from G . P . O .

— Chapeli zod , 4 ; Palmers ton ,
Lucan

, 9 ; Clondalkin , 125 back to G . P . O .
,
[9 miles .
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the s ea t of Lord Annaly
, and formerly th e ances tra l home of the

Lu t tre lls , on accou nt of whos e performances there
,
and of the

evi l m emories a t taching to the place i n cons equence
,
the su c

ceeding owners changed the name to Wood land s . A hand some
wooden bridge erec t ed b y Lord Carhampton once Spanned the
river oppos i t e the entrance gate

,
bu t w as swep t away by a

flood i n 17 87 .

M any pre t ty co t tages are t o b e s een a l ong th e Lower Road ,
bu t they suffe r consid erab ly from t h e dus t caused by the t raffi c
i n the summert ime .

A shor t d is tance beyond the entrance gat e t o Lu ttr el ls town
a re the Anna Liffey M il ls , the succ ess ors of an ed ific e popularly
known as Th e Devil’s M i ll ,

” i n cons equence of the legend
that i t w as erec ted i n th e cours e of a s i ngle night b y his
Sa tani c M aj es ty . We next pas s a fine bridge leading into
Lu can

,
which

,
however

,
i s out s ide the l imi t s of thi s excu rs ion

,

and we keep s t raight ahead unti l an i ron gat e is s een in front
,

through which we en t er the demesn e of S t . Catherin e
’s . The

avenu e
,
wh i ch , fo r the mos t par t i s u nfi t for cy cl i ng , ski rt s the

river bank fo r abou t a mi le
,
shaded in part s by venerabl e t rees

,

and at l ength d iverges s lightly towards the north as the ruin s
are approached . In the spring or early summer this demesne
looks i ts b es t

,
as the numerous cherry trees are then show i ng

th ei r deli ca tely ti n ted blos soms , whi le in the sheltered glad es
may be s een a great p rofu si on of wi ld flowers

,
of which the

mos t consp icuous is the wood anemone .

The fi rs t building we pas s i s th e ruin o f a chapel
,
evid en tly

mod ern
, w hich bears t races of re novat i on in part s , and whose

wal ls
,
thickly overgrown with ivy

,
are embat t l ed in a fan tas t i c

manner . Noth ing appears to be known as to the origi n of this
nond es crip t s tructure .

Ad j oin ing is the bu ild ing popularly known as Sarsfield
’

s

S tables ,
” bu t which i s more probably portion of the ou t

o ffi ces o f the old mano r h ou s e of S t . Cath er in e’s
,
purch as ed by

M r . La Touche in 1792 , and d isman tled by him to p rovide
mater ials fo r a magnifi cent new mansion that w as acc idental ly
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d es troy ed by fi re i n the ea rly pa r t of las t centu ry . Th is b eau ti ful
resid ence w as fu r nished i n su ch a manner tha t i t w as s a id to b e
a l l that money could accomplish o r ar t produce .

”

The sequ es tered lo cal i ty of St . Catherin e’s i s the s i t e of an
ancie nt p rio ry, founded in 12 19 by Warrisiu s de Peche fo r the
Canons of S t . Victo r , and dedi cated to th e sai n t whos e name
forms the p res en t des igna tion . The endowment proving in
adequ at e t o mai n ta i n the es tablishment

,
the community i n

t ime b ecame so poor and opp res s e d wi th deb ts tha t they were
unable to su p p ort themselves , and acco rdingly

,
i n 13 2 3 , they

as s igned all thei r prop erty to S t . Thomas ’ s Abbey
,
Dublin

,

which conti nued in poss es s i on of th e rel igiou s hous e of S t .
Ca therin e’s u nt il the Dis solu tion of th e M onas t e ri es . Afte r the
Dis solu tion i t w as granted to

,
and o ccupi ed as a res iden ce by

,

Si r N icholas Whi te . M as t e r of the Rolls in Queen Elizabeth ’s
t ime . No t race wha tev er of the ancien t bu ilding now survives

,

i t s s i t e b eing probably covered by some p o rt ion of the modern
res id ence cal led S t . Cath eri n e’s .
Pas s i ng out through the i ron ga t e adj oi ning the ruin s

,
we

emerge on a n arrow roadway lead i ng i n to Leixl ip
, firs t , however ,

tu rn ing to the right fo r a sho rt d i s tan ce al ong a lane which
here fo rms the county boundary

,
i n o rd er t o vis i t th e wel ls

of S t . Catherin e ’s . Both thes e wells a re pro tected by s tone
canopies the large r

,
provided wi th a wooden door and adorned

with a head of modern appearance
,
i s u s ed for drinking pu r

poses
,
while the smal le r h as fo r genera t ions en j oy ed a repu tat i on

fo r cu ring so re eyes . I t i s s tat ed that n eithe r h as eve r been
known to run d ry.

Retracing our s teps t o the gat e we have j us t l eft
,
and tu rning

to the righ t
,
we en te r a pic tu resqu e ave nue

,
shaded by lofty

t rees
,
l eading into the vi llage of Leixlip

,
s i tua ted in a wood ed

hollow
,
over which the Black Cas t le , s en ti nel-l i ke , s tands on a

commanding eminence a t the confluen ce of the Liffey and the
Rye wa t er . Th e vil lage pres en ts an appea rance of faded
resp ectabil i ty— a couple o f good t erra ces

, and a few large
hous es tes t i fying t o i ts fo rmer p rosp eri ty .
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O
’

Keeffe
,
in hi s op era of The Poor Soldier , says

Though Leixlip i s proud of it s clos e shad y bowers
t s clear fal l ing w at ers and murmuring cas cades ,
I t s groves of fine myrtle

,
i t s b eds of swee t fl owers ,

It s lads so well dres s ed and i ts sweet pretty maids .”

I t cannot b e s tated with certai n ty when the cas t l e w as built ,
bu t i t is bel ieved t o da t e from the reign of Henry I I . ,

and

to have b een commenced during tha t pe riod by Adam de
Herefo rd

,
t o whom the adj oining lands had b een ceded bv

Strongbow . I n 13 17 the Bru ces wi th thei r army marched from
Cas tleknock and en camped here for fou r days , when , a ccording
t o Camden , they burnt part of the towne

,
brake down the

church and spo iled i t
, and afterwards marched on tow ards

the Nas (Naas) . One of the apar tments in the cas tl e i s
cal led King John ’s room

,

” from the t rad i t ion tha t i t w as

o ccupied by that monarch during his s tay in I reland .

Towards the clos e of the 15th cen tury the cas t le and lands
of Leixlip were gran ted by Hen ry VI I . to the Earl of Kildar e ,
bu t in consequence of the reb ell i on of Si lk en Th omas , an Act
of Parl iamen t w as pas s ed in 1536, whereby the manor rever ted
to the Crown . I n 1646the Con federat e forces u nder Gen erals
Pres ton and Owen Roe O ’Neill

,
in thei r march on Dubl in

,

took up a pos i t i on adj oining Leixl ip
,
on the Liffey . Dis sens i ons

,

however
,
a ros e b e tween th es e commanders

,
and

,
ultima t ely

,

O
’Neill

,
d i s covering or suspec ting a plo t again s t his l i fe

,
erec ted

a temporary bridge across the river here
,
and mad e hi s w ay

i n to M ea th . The proj ect ed at tack on Dublin thus proved
abort ive , though i t might have succe eded h ad the commanders
uni t ed .

Leixlip i s a Dan ish name (Lax-h lau p ) , mean ing salmon leap ,
and this name , which is p robably a t rans la t io n of an old er I rish
one

, w as in turn t rans lated i n to La tin by Giraldu s Camb rensis
and o thers

,
as Sa l tu s Salmonis . This La t in t rans lat i on w as the

form used i n deeds and other importan t d ocuments for hundreds
o f years afterward s

,
and the s c rib es who prepared thes e docu
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only to the mil l . The Sa lmon Leap
,
once a cons id erabl e

a t trac tion in this n eighbou rhood
,
i s sadly disfigured by the

adj oining mills , and unles s fo r the pret ty pathway along the
rive r

,
wi th i ts vari ed views of the pi c tu resqu e surroundings

,

the plac e i s ha rd ly worth vis i t ing .

Return ing from the Salmon Leap and pas s ing through the
v i llage s t re e t

, on the left wil l b e ob s erved the Pro tes tan t pa rish
church

,
a very old bu i lding , on the exterior of which are some

ca rvings of heads , w h i l e the s ide w al ls exhibi t t races of an cien t
w i ndows . The app earance of the whol e edifi c e is much en

hanced b y i ts ivy—man tled clo ck tower
,
whi ch can b e as c ended

i f des i red . This chu rch s tands on the s i te
,
and i s p os s ibly

i ncorporat ed wi th some of the remai ns of an anci en t p rio ry
,

which w as probably conn ect ed wi th the cas t l e by a bridge ac ros s
the Ry e Wa te r .

At the end of the v i l lage
,
the road turning sharply to the

right
,
b rings u s i n to view of the Ca tholi c Church

,
s tanding on

an eminence in a pic turesque pos i t ion overlooking the village
and river . Ins tead of taking the road to the right of th e church ,
keep to the left of i t by the pa thway u p the s teep hi l l where th e
ol d road formerly p as s ed ,

and take the road immedia tely to th e

l eft a t the top of the hil l . I n about a mile far the r wil l b e s e en
on the right a remarkable con ica l- shaped building known as

The Wond erfu l B arn
,

” bu il t b y one of the Conollys of

Cas t le town . A rough pa thway from the road lead s u p to th e
fron t

,
where w i l l be obs erved over the en trance doo r a mural

tab le t b earing the ins c rip ti on

e CUt
’

D

BY IO I-IN C LIN .

The w hol e s t ru c tu re i s bui l t wi th great s t rength and solid i ty
,

r i sing by a s e ri es of fl oors wi th a t rap -door i n the cen t re of
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each , through which the gra i n , &c . ,
w as hauled up b y w ind

las s es . I t s t and s a t the nor th-w es t ern corner of a Spacious
haggard , two of the remain i ng angles b eing occupied by smal l e r
s t ru c tures of s imilar des ign . The windows

, w hich are unglazed
,

are t riangula r in sh ap e , wi th oak frames
,
s t il l in p erfec t pres erva

t ion no twiths tand ing thei r exposu re to the wea ther . A fl igh t
o f 94 s t ep s winds round the ext erio r to the embat t led tu rre t ,
7 3 fe e t above the bas e , commanding an extend ed vi ew of the
su rrou nd i ng pas to r al coun t ry . A large well

,
with a sub st an

“ The Wonderfu l Ba rn, nea r Leixl ip .

t ially bui l t s tone- roofed s t ru c tu re over it
,
s uppli es the place

w i th wa te r .

This curious edifi ce
,
in conj unc tion wi th the ad j o in ing

build ings
,
w as probably commenced duri ng the s evere w i n t e r

o f 1741- 2 to giv e employmen t to the poo r, and the name o f

Ba rn Hal l
,
origi nal ly given to the enti re es tablishment , h as been

adopted as th e modern d es ignat i on of the tow nland in w hich
i t s tand s .

Abou t hal f—a-mile fu rthe r, the road , by a sharp tu rn to th e

l eft
,
conducts u s t o the na rrow old bridge

,
paradoxical ly cal led

Newbridge
,
though real ly the oldes t b ridge on th e Liffey .

Enshrined in the clo is tra l shad e of ancien t t re es , this ven erab le
s t ruc tu re Spans the rive r by a range of i r regula r mos s -grown
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arches
,
whi l e b enea th

,
the wate rs glide s oftly onward

,
until a t

l ength they a re lo s t in the dis tance amids t the luxu rian t over
hanging foliage . This quain t old bridge w as buil t by John le
Decer

, Provos t of Dublin , a t his ow n expens e , i n 1308 , and

w as only one of the many public works car ri ed out by this
eminent cit izen of old Dublin .

Bes ide the b ridge i s the entrance to S t . Wolst an
’
s
,
so cal led

because i t con tai ns the ruins of an anci en t eccles ias t i ca l es tab
lishmen t

,
which

,
a ccording to Archdall ’s lll ona rticonHibernimm

w as founded in 1202 in honou r of S t . VVolst an
,
Bishop o f

Worces t er
,
for the Canons of the Order of S t . Victor . The

ruins now surviving cons is t of two arched gat eway s
,
a s quar e

tower with a spi ra l s ta i rcas e
,
an arched w ay wi th some apar t

ments adj oining, and some ivy-clad fragments of gable wall s ,
all carefull y pres erved .

In 1536, on th e Suppres s ion of the M onas t eri es , this es tab lish
ment

,
with i ts extensive es tat es , w as taken poss es s ion of by the

Crown
,
the Prior

,
Richard Wes ton

,
b eing provided wi th a

pens ion
,
quar ters

,
rations

,
and fi ring , chargeable on the prop erty .

In 13 38 john Alen , of Norfolk , as sumed poss es s ion of the es t a t e
under the authori ty of a Roya l War rant

,
and i n 1539 w as

appointed Lord Chancello r . S t . Wolstans then became known
as Alen

’
s Cou rt

,
and Si r j ohn Alen , having di ed w i thout is su e ,

w as su cceeded in poss es s ion b y his b ro ther , Thomas Al en
,

Clerk of the Hanaper . Coming d own to more recent t imes
,
we

find S ir Pa tri ck Al en
,
an adherent of j ames I I .

,
ra i s ing at hi s

ow n expens e a body of t roop s for the u se of that unfor tunate
monarch . He became a maj o r-genera l i n the jacob i te army

,

w as pres en t at the s iege of Limerick , and a s a resu l t of the
t erms of capi tulat ion , w as al lowed to re tai n his es ta tes , no tw ith
s tanding his adherence t o the Roman Catholi c Fa i th . He
marri ed twice , and h ad a to tal family of forty- two children .

The fifth son of the above , S i r Luk e Alen , generally known
as the Comte d e S t . V V

olst an , Spent much of his time abroad
,

and w as the las t of the family connec t ed with the es tate of S t .
Vl

’

olst an
’
s . He entered the s ervice of France i n 17 35 as an
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k i nd i n I re land . This grea t work
,
which

,
in i t s o rigina l form

cos t over is w orthy of a v i s i t
, and may b e eas i ly

reached b y a pathway from th e rai lway s ta t ion o f L eixlip .

The remai nder of the road i s of l i t tl e i nt eres t
,
running s ide by

S id e wi th the ra ilway and canal
, and we a t l ength en t er M ay

noo th at a d i s tance of 4b miles from Leixl ip . M aynoo th is
a cl ean , bright— looking town , cons is t i ng prin cipal ly of one wide
s tre et , a t the eas t ern ext remity of which is the avenu e l ead ing

M aynoo th Castle .

to Carton
,
theDu ke of Leinst er”s d emesne

,
while at the w es tern

end is the Roya l College of S t . Pa tri ck
,
es tab l is hed in 1795, to

enable p ersons to enter the Catholi c pri es thood w i thou t going
abroad for that purpos e . The Spire of the church at tached to
the College is 264 fee t high — the highes t i n I reland — and the
cro ss a lone

,
a l though i t looks so sma ll

,
is 14 fee t in heigh t .

Owing to the light colou red s tone o f w hich the Spir e is bu il t ,
i t i s vi s ibl e a t a grea t d i s tance

,
p ar ti cularly w hen li t up by

sunshine . I t can b e a s cend ed by a winding S ta i rcas e
,
and the

V i ew well repays the t rou ble of the a s cen t . Admiss ion may be
ob tai ned on appli ca t ion a t the Col lege .

The mos t conspicuous obj ec t in the tow n is M aynoo th Cas tl e
,
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the anci en t s tronghold o f the Geraldines , w i th i t s mass ive
towers

,
wall s and buttr es s e s frowning down upon the quie t

s t re e t . This cas t le derives a Special i n t eres t from the fact tha t
a rt il le ry w as used for the fi rs t t ime i n I reland a t i t s S i ege b y
Deputy Si r Wi lliam Skefiington ,

du ring the rebel lion of S ilken

O bel i sk near M aynooth

Thomas in 1535. When the at tack commenced
,
on 14th M a rch

,

i t w as d efend ed by one hund red men
,
and a fter havi ng been

bat tered fo r nin e d ays b y the cannon , w as taken by s torm
,

e xcept the gre at keep , the d efend e rs of w h i ch ,
thi rty— s eve n i n

numbe r
,
s eeing thei r cas e hop el e s s , u rrend ered a t d i s c re ti on

,

probably expect ing mercy . Bu t the i r fa t e is b es t told b y the
Deputy hims elf

“ Thei r l ives [w ere] prese rved by appoi nt
men t

,
u ntil th e y should be pr esen ted to me , y ou r deputy

,
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and then to b e o rd ered as I and your counci l thought good .

We thought i t expedi en t to pu t them to execu t ion , as an

example to the others (Ca rew Paperr, p . Local
t radition holds that t hey were hanged from the cent ral arch
of the cas t le .

The ruins of this in teres t ing s tronghold are kep t in exce llen t
ord er, and may b e vis i ted on applica t ion to the care taker
The place where Skeffing ton plant ed his ar tillery i s known as

the park h ill
,

” to the north of the cas tl e .

We now proceed by the road to Celbridge
,
in order to vis i t

the ob elisk or “ folly
,

as i t i s usually cal led , which is so con
sp icu ou s an obj ec t in the flat count r y around . Cross ing the
rai lway by the b ridge ad j oining the s tat ion , we take the road to
Celbridge S tat ion

,
i nd i ca ted on a finger

—pos t
,
and , at a dis tance

of If
} miles from M aynooth

,
we meet

,
on the left

,
a n arrow

s ecluded lane which leads i n a few hundred yard s s traight up
t o the obel is k . This cu rious edific e

,
which might w el l b e

d es cribed as an a rchi te ctu ra l n ightmare
,
S tands on the summit

o f a ris ing ground
,
and i t s lo fty form

,
towering above the su r

round i ng trees
,
is vis ib le for nearly twenty miles a round . I t

w as erected in 1741
-4

, during that remarkabl e s eason known as

The hard fros t
,
by M rs . Conolly

,
widow of the Right Hon .

Wm . Conolly, o f Cas tletown , to give employment to the poor ,
and

,
l ike mos t of i ts contemporari es

,
i s an unga inly nondes crip t

s t ruc tu re
,
d evoid of grac e o r S tabil i ty . The bulk of th e monu

ment is supported by two arches
,
the lower of whi ch , i f clos ely

obs erved
,
will b e s een to b e somewha t wid ened a t the top

from the va s t superincumbent weight , and from the upper one
a percep tible fis su re extends upwards

,
w hile th e masonry a t the

ext reme top o f the pil lar appears to b e in a loos e and d i s j o in ted
condi tion , poss ib ly caused by lightning . The west ern side is
thickly enveloped i n ivy , and the keys tone at the back of the
lower cen tre a rch b ears the d ate of erec tion . The whole
building

,
from bas e to summi t , mea sures 139 fee t .

From the in terio r of the ea s te rn arch a winding s tai rcas e
lead s to the gal l ery over the centre , about fifty fee t high,
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CHAPTER XXXV

THE FEATHERBED PASS , GLENCREE AND ITS

ROYAL FOREST,
LOUGHS BRAY

,
SALLY GAP

AND CORONATION PLANTATION

HE whole of the d i s t ri c t des c rib ed in this chapt er , though
prac t i cabl e for cycl i s ts , i s v ery wild and mounta i nous ,
neces s i tat ing a t t imes walking long dis tances , but as

the roads , on the whole , are fa i rly good
,
thi s will to some

extent be compensa ted fo r by the long runs down hill . Unles s
on a motor the re is no other w ay of exploring this wi ld region ,
as the dis tances to b e covered are beyond the walking powers
of mos t peopl e

,
and a hors e-drawn vehi cle , i n such a difficult

coun try would
,
in point of Speed , pos s ess li t t le advan tage over

walking .

Few
,
except thos e who have v i s i t ed i t , can form an ad equat e

idea of this grea t t rac t ofmoor and mountai n almos t overlooking
the M etropolis — a t rac t t e eming

,
i nd eed ,

with busy li fe, bu t
o f a realm outs ide the sway of man ’s s overeignty . Travers ing
this dark was t e of moorland

,
the great M il i tary road , wind ing

over hill and dale , l ik e a white ri bbon flung acros s these d es er t
sol i tudes , domina tes the wildness and lonel iness , and forms the
sole l ink wi th civil isat ion in this region .

The i ni tial portion of ou r j ou rney l i es through Ra thfarnham
,

Willb rook , and Bally boden, where we cro s s B illy
’s b ridge

, and

take the firs t turn on the left , known as S tocking Lane
,
shor tly

aft er which we mus t d ismoun t and commence ou r long as cen t
of 45» miles to the h ighes t poin t of the Featherbed Pas s over
Killakee M ountain . Immed ia tely now on ou r right is the
auxi lia ry res ervoi r of the Rathmines Waterworks , and abou t

3 7°
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half a mile furthe r , we come to a l evel s t re tch of abou t on e
hundred yards

,
where

,
over a low w al l t o the right , is ob ta i ned

the fi rs t extend ed V i ew of the Dubl in pla in . The road now
tu rns t o the left

,
and a t the co rne r is the en t rance to Wood

town
,
bui l t b y Geo rge G ri ers on , King

’s P ri nt er
,
i n the 18 th

cen tu ry .

Cont i nu ing ou r j ou rney und er the Shad e of the t rees bord e r
ing the road

,
we pas s the wel l-known dashed wall

, so l ib erally
ins cri bed wi th the names of excurs ionis t s . A s teep as c en t
now conducts u s pas t the mas s ive ent rance gate t o M ount
Venus

,
and p res ent ly on ou r right is s een Old cou rt road

,
l eading

by Oldcourt , Allenton , and Oldbawn to Tallaght . We are

now at the foot o f M ount Peli er
,
where the s teep es t portion

of the road
.

commences , wi th Orlagh College and i t s wood s
in the immed iate fo reground

,
and beyond thes e the plai n

extending wes twa rd i nto the County Kildare . A li ttl e fu rther
,

and somewhat t o the right of the road ,
i s a group o f farmhous es

which forms a conspicuous featu re i n the view of M oun t
Peli er as s een from the country northward ,

and a s hort d i s tance
furthe r

,
we pas s the well — kept s tabl es o f Lord M as s ey

,
his

res idence
,
Killak ee Hous e . being at the Oppos i te s id e of the

road
,
concealed b y t rees . I t i s from near this poi nt that th e

s c en t i s u sual ly mad e t o th e summit of M ount Pelier . To
the right o f the road the green hills ide ris es s teeply

,
va riegated

b y clumps of pines , la t ch es , and patches of yellow furz e, while
over t h e low hedge on the left wil l b e s ee n Kilmashogu e

M oun ta i n , the Th re e Rocks . and i n the di s tance
,
the coas t

,

with Kings town
,
Howth

,
and the various famil ia r ob j ect s

i n the Bay. Pres en tly
,
reaching a sharp turn i n the road ,

we

p a s s a smal l d is used res ervoi r enclos ed by a grove of t rees
,

from which poin t a fi eld path l ead s t o Pip erstow n
‘

in the
Glennasmole Va lley .

As we cont i nu e ou r j ou rne y along the s t eep as cen t , on
looking back , the o ld rui ned hou se on the top of M oun t Peli e r
wi ll b e s een ri sing in to vi ew

,
whil e through the t rees bo rdering

the road ,
the d ark wood ed en t ran ce t o Glendoo pres ent s
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a s triking app earance . At the next fingerp ost we turn t o the
righ t , beside one of the old danger S ignpos t s o f the
which w arns the cycl is t tha t the hill i s dangerous — a very
necess ary warning i n the old days

,
when b rakes were all but

u seles s , s evera l l ives h aving b een los t through carelessnes s
i n des cending this hill .
At this poin t

,
some feet high

,
l eaving all t races of

civ i li za tion behi nd us
,
we ent er upon a wild d ese r t region

,

where we may wel l pause a few moments to look around u s ;
Through the t rees may b e s een the coas t and Bay, the Pigeon
house , Poo lb eg , and the whit e sands of the Bull , and down
below us the valley of the Owen Dugh er , wi th the l i t t l e hamlets
of Rockbrook and Edmond stow n s ituated on i t s banks . The
build i ngs of Rathfarnham Convent fo rm a cons p i cuous obj ect
ad j oini ng the vi llage

,
and with a good glas s we can even dis cern

the doings i n the l i t t le vi l lage s t reet . Whitechurch Spi re seems
qui t e clos e

,
peeping above i t s woods , beyond which are the

heights and chu rch of Taney . We have now walked thre e
mil es

,
and have consequently a mil e and a half more t o t ravel

b efo re we reach the summi t l evel of the road , and mos t of thi s
al s o will h ave to b e w alked . Continuing ou r j ourney over
bog and moor

,
we may observe clos e t o the road , rema ins of

the small s quare w at erholes cu t i n the bog in fo rmer y ears
fo r the pu rpos e of ob taining suppli es of i c e for town

,
befo re

the mod ern s y s t em of manu facturi ng i t h ad come in to vogue .

The dis tant vi ew of the city i s very s t riking from here , and at

night the various lights o f town make a brill ian t Show
,
with

thei r re fl ection in the smoke and Sky . There i s l i t tl e to d is tu rb
the si lenc e of th i s w i ld region ,

and th e ear soon becomes so

accustomed t o the s tilln es s that , a s w e s tand and li s ten
,
we

almos t r esen t as i n t rus ions the various sounds which reach
us at this great eleva tion— the cry o f a bi rd winging its w ay

over the moors
,
the b ark of a d is tan t sheep d og, or occas ionally

,

borne on the b reeze sw eeping across t hes e d es ert sol i tud es
,

the fa in t whis tle o f a t rai n
,
soft ened and mellowed by d is tance .

As we con tinue the as cen t we may obs erve , a t the oppos i te
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Scene on th e M i l itary Road on 3o th j anu ary, 19 10 .

The Featherbed Pass on 3o th January, 19 10.
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Leav ing the Reformatory
,

and commencing our j ou rney
d own the Gl en cree Valley, we t ravers e fo r some miles a bleak
and boggy country with groups of cot tages s cat tered at

in terva ls over the barren hill s ides , almos t every homes tead
shel tered by a few s tunted trees

,
whil e the charact eris ti c

odour of tu rf smoke from the cottages along the road reminds
us that we are i n a bog country . As we continue ou r des cen t ,
we ob tai n a fine view of the precipi tous heights of Tonduff ,
wi th it s great pine fo res t

,
at the oppos i te S ide of the val ley .

Almos t midway is the low
,
rounded hil l of Knockree com

p letely enci rcled by a by
-road

,
a short d i s tance beyond which

we pas s the Curtl es town Ca tholi c Chapel and Na tional School .
Near Kilmalin i s S t . M oling

’
s holy well , enclos ed wi thin the

grounds of Pow erscou rt House
,
and now furnishing the wat er

supply for that es tablishment . A mil e beyond th is poin t , we
d escend by one of the s t eepes t hills in the county into Ennis
kerry

,
whence we can return to town by the S calp or Bray

as d es i red .

Glencree w as i n anci en t times a Roya l Park or pres erve ,
almos t en ti rely covered by primeva l oak fores t , and probably
ei ther wholly or par tly enclosed by some des crip t ion of ar tificial
boundary to prevent the wild beas ts p res erved there from
wandering away through the d es ert wild s of Wi cklow . In
Szoeetnzan

’
r Ca lenda r i t i s recorded tha t in 1244 eighty deer

were s ent from the Roya l fores t at Chest er t o s tock the King’s
park at G len cree

,
and that in 1296the King s en t a present to

Eus tace lePoet of twelve fallow d eer from the G lencree fores t .
As may b e imagined

,
the repres s ion of poaching formed no

inconsid erable portion of the duties o f the ward ens or game
keepers of this Roya l p res erve . Even the pious monks of St .
M ary’s Abbey, Dublin , who owned property i n this n eigh
bou rhood

, were unable to res i s t the t emptat ion , as appears
from the Chartulary o f the Abbey in 1291, when the Abbot
w as a ttached for hun ting i n the fores t wi th dogs and imp le

ments o f the chase . In 128 3 Wi l liam le Deveneis
,
keeper

of the King’s demesne land s
,
w as grant ed twelve oaks fi t for
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timber from the King ’s wood in Glincry,
and a few years

la ter
,
Queen El eanor

,
wife of Edwa rd I.

,
es tablished large

timber works in the val ley for the purpos e of providing wood
for her cas t le

,
then in proces s of erection a t Haverford . Wil l iam

de M oenes (one of the family from whi ch Rathmines d erives
its name) w as keeper and manager of thes e w orks

,
and j udging

by the accounts of his Operations in the Sta t e Papers , a very

Co t tage a t Lough Bray .

(1905

considerable thinning
'

oi the Royal fores t must have b een
e ffec t ed at this period .

Th e ju sti ciary Rol ls of Edwa rd I . i n 1305 con tain the en try
of a compla in t by Thomas de Sandely, a carpenter , to the effect
that he w as kep t fo r three weeks i n i rons in th e Cas t l e of Dublin ,
a t the sui t o f john. M athew , the Roy al Fo res ter a t G l en cree ,
who charged him with S tea ling timber . I t appears tha t the
culpri t w as caugh t i n the ac t

,
bu t escaped and fl ed to Dublin

,

w here he w as a rres ted .

No further records of the Gl en cree fo res t can be d i s covered
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In the ea rli er days of the Engli sh occupat ion , when the
tyranni ca l fo res t laws of the Normans wer e rigidly enfo rced ,
and the pas s ion for the chase d i splaced all o ther considerat ions

,

the p res erva tion of the na tu ral fo rest s b ecame an importan t
funct ion o f the Governmen t . But at a lat er period the
authori t ies vi ewed w i th any thing bu t a friend ly eye th es e great
t rac ts of fo res t

,
on ac count of th e shel t er they afford ed to the

trou blesome “ wood kerne
,

”
and i n the S ta t e Papers the

woods are d es cribed as a Shelter for al l il l —d isposed ”
and

the seat and nurs ery of rebellion .

”
After numerous plans

had b een sugges ted fo r the des t ruction of the wood s
,
the

Governmen t at l ength adopted the su res t and mos t profi table
one

,
namely

,
the es tablishment of i ron w orks in all the great

fores t d i s t ri c ts .
The fo regoing informat ion respec ting the Roy al Fores t of

G l encree h as been ob ta i ned from a paper on t h e sub j ect by
M r . T . P . Le Fanu , i n the 7 ourna l of tbe Roya l Society 0/

Antiqua r ier for 1893 .

As an a l t erna t ive to retu rning by Glen cree and Enniskerry
,

the w ild er and more mounta i nou s road by Low e r and Upper
Loughs Bray , Sally Gap and the Liffey val ley may b e taken ,
bu t this rou t e , besid es b eing longer , w il l en tai l more wa lking
owing t o the s t eep a s cen t . A mil e beyond the Reformatory

,

w e pas s a co ttage from which a pa thway l eads to Lough Bray
.

a wild , gloomy tarn ,
fe et ove r sea level

,
beli eved by

some to be the cra te r of an old -world volcano . Over it s
west ern Shore ri ses a lofty cl iff t ermina t ing the r idge of Kip pu re,
behind w hich the head wate rs o f the Dodd er — the st ream
know n as Tromanallison— takes i t s o r i gin . Lough Bray

Cottage
,
S tanding on a s ligh t eminence over the northern Shore,

i s pictu resquely embosomed in a grove of t rees
,

and

commands a full view of the lake and the rugged mounta in
cl iffs tha t partly encompas s i t . I t i s bu il t in the Old English
s tyle of archi tectu re . and w as original ly a gift by the Duke of
Northumberland w hen Lord Lieut enant , to his med i ca l
advi s e r

,
Si r Philip Crampton

,
w h o h ad cured him of a trouble

some Skin d i s eas e .
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Abou t a mile further
,
Upper Lough Bray w il l be seen some

d i s tance away on the right , bu t i t s carcely repays the t rou b l
of a vis i t

, as i t 18 no t so easy of ac ces s no r so pi ctures qu e as the
Lower Lough . The road continues t o a s cend until the summi t
level

,
fee t high

,
i s r ea ched

,
113 fee t higher than the

Featherbed Pas s
,
when cyclist s may agai n mount thei r m achines ,

riding
,
however

,
wi th caution

,
as thes e h igh mountain road s

receive li t t le or no a t tent ion , and are almos t alway s i n a loose
and s tony condition . l ve next cross the i nfan t Liffey w hich
ris es in a patch of dark bog on the left , and afte r a fu rther
j ou rney of tw o miles through a dreary t rac t of heather and bog ,

we reach Sal ly Gap where the M i li tary and the Lu ggela road s
inters ect at an al t i tud e of fee t . At this desolate spot
s i tu ated a t the head of the Li ffey val ley ,

s carcely a t race of

civi liza tion is vi s i bl e
,
and unti l t h e adven t o f the b icy cl e and

motor
,
these road s were o ften left u ntraversed bv auv vehicle

fo r many months at a time . In recen t yea rs
,
howeve r

,
they

have b ecome so well known
,
that on any popula r holiday

during fine weather
,
moto rs

,
cy cl es and even ped es t rians mav

b e counted bv dozens .
In clear w eather

,
Sa lly Gap commands an extend ed vi ew of

the Li ffey val l ey
,
a long whi ch the road may b e s een t rending

aw ay fo r miles in the d is tance towards the ma in road to
Bles sington . Afte r tu rning to the right

,
the road is rough

,

and almos t un rideable fo r about a mile
,
and a C . T . C . d anger

noti ce warns cvclists agai ns t the danger of rid ing
,
bu t i t is

qu i t e poss ible
,
with ca re , and reliable brakes , to make the

des cen t . Abou t a mil e and a qua rter from Sally Gap we pas s
portion of a hou se somewhat res embling the end wal l of a

church
,
said to be the rema i ns of a res idence i n connect ion

w i th the Sh ranamu ck I ron M i nes , which were worked here
until the clos e of the 18 th cent u rv . The n ame of Sh ranamu ck

is now all bu t los t , and the lo ca li ty a t the p res en t day i s known
as Liffey Head . Immed iately beyond this i s Coronat io n
Plantat i on ,

where the road pas s es through a miniatu re for es t
mos tly of pines and larches

,
and where t he v is i to r wil l do well
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to make a b rief s tav i n order to obs erve the vi ews of rive r ,
wood

,
and mounta in . From one of the co ttages on the road a

pathway leads down to a footb ridge acros s the river , near
where there i s a gamekeeper’s co t tage . Behind this co t t age ,
and on the summit of a ris i ng grou nd , i s a monument , bearing on
i ts fou r s ides the following ins crip t ion

,
e rected by the M arques s

o f Dow nsh ire to commemorat e the commencement and obj ec t
of Coronat ion Planta tion — 15

LORDSHIP o r B LES SINGTON.

Cou nty of Wi cklow .

This Plan tati on in the Brocky
M ou nta in of 500 I ri sh [acres]

L a id ou t by the
M os t Honou rabl e the M arqui s o f Dow nsh ire .

The fencing commenced i n Augus t , 18 3 1.

I t w as ca lled the
Coronat ion Planting

,
i n honor o f h is M os t G raciou s
M aj es ty

King Wi ll iam IV .

The M os t Nobl e the M arq u is of Anglesey being
Lord Lieu tenan t of I reland .

And for a fu t u re supply o f us eful
t imb er for the
Es ta t e

And improvement of the
County and the
Benefi t of the
Labouring Clas s es .

This planting
fin ished on the

- d av o i 18

As the concluding port ion h as not been fil led i n , i t is p rob
able tha t the planting w as not carri ed ou t to the exten t
original ly contempla ted . Si tuated almos t midway in the wood s
i s Kipp u re bridge , cros s ing a t ributary of the L iffey ca lled
Athdown b rook

,
which flows dow n th e s10pes o f Kipp u re

mounta i n ; and clos e to the b ridge is a shi eld-shaped i ron
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CHAPTER XXXVI

THE WESTERN HILLS ,
RATHMORE AND

K l LTEEL

BAVING t own , we make ou r w ay t o Saggar t b v

Terenu re and Tallaght , tu rni ng to the righ t and

following the t el egraph li ne
,
abou t a mile beyond

Tal laght
,
so as t o avoid th e dus ty mai n road . Almos t

immed iately turn ing to the le ft
,
we en te r For t unesrow n lane ,

a s eques tered by-road , from whi ch are ob tained pleas ing views
of the S lad e of Sagga r t and the ad j oi ning hills

,
w i th occas ional

glimps es of the count ry t o the northward . On en tering
Saggar t we p roceed al ong the vi llage s t ree t

,
keepi ng s t raight

ahead
,
pas t th e old cas tl e

,
which

,
wi th i ts modern windows

and dashed w all s
,
pres ents the appearance ra the r of a ruined

dw ellinghou se than of an ancient s tronghold . A short
,
sha rp

des cen t bri ngs u s i nto the val ley of the Slade— the l i t tle riv er
that flows through the Slade of Saggar t— afte r w hich we take
the fi rs t tu rn to the right

,
a long a gradual ly ris i ng road , com

manding extens ive vi ews ove r the flat count ry northward ,
while underneath the hil l wil l b e s een the Saggart Paper M ill ,
with i ts great wheel

,
and the long v i llage of Rathcoole . A

we continu e ou r a s cent
,
the hi ll of Coolmine w i ll b e s ee n on

the left
,
i ts summi t marked by a smal l s quare pillar t o indicate

the d ivis ion be tween adjoming properti es . Abou t a mile
and a quarte r furthe r w e turn to the left , and immed iately
afterward s to the right , along a wild mountain road , cons tantly
as cend ing , from w hi ch w e ob tai n vi ew s o f Blackchu rch Hill ,
surmounted bv i t s ru in , and of the wooded hills of Oughte rard

and Lvons . Proceeding along this road w e may obs erve
on our left the hill called Knock andinny, b ett er known to the

3 8 2
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people a round as Cro ck au nad reenagh ,
rea lly a cont inuat i on

of Knockananiller .

Our rou te now lies a long a nar row country lane
,
gradual l y

des ce nding un ti l a group of hous es is met
,
where we tu rn to the

l eft , u p an unfrequen ted mountai n road . whi ch ultima tel y
conducts us by a long as c ent ove r Saggart Hill o r S li eve Thou l ,
with Knock ananiller , fee t high

,
on the left . The

country here becomes w i lde r i n cha ract er
,
the hedges give

place t o low s tone walls o r ea rthen banks topped w i th fu rze ;
the shady nooks are adorned by the graceful fern and clus tering
violet , while the hedge-banks i n spri ng t ime are i l lumined
b v the pale beauty o f the primros e . We at length reach a

p ine plantat ion , w here the lane becomes nar row and gra s s
grown , bordered by bracken and furze

,
and as we continue the

as cen t
,
the Vi ew extend s i nto the plai ns of Kilda re

,
over the

blu e range of hills far away to the wes tward . As we reach
the summit— a t ruly s eclud ed spot fee t high

,
w e n u

expect ed ly come in to Vi ew of the mounta inous country on the
Wi ckl ow side

,
and s tand i ng on the s t i le b es id e the i ron gat e

we command view s i n bo th di rections . jus t bey ond this
point we meet roads tu rning right and l eft , and taking the left
hand one . which d es cends very rapid l y , we may observe

,
ris ing

immed iately above us on the left , the summit of Sagga rt Hi ll .
Wh en nea r the bot tom of the hil l we tu rn to the right

,
a t the

cros s roads
,
pres ently reaching the Bless ington t ram li ne

,

where we agai n turn to the right towards B rit tas .
From Bri t ta s we keep a long t h e t ram road fo r a d i s tance

of about miles
,
wi th the mountai ns Seechon , Seefinn,

and

Seefingan on ou r l e ft , wh il e a co nti nuous li ne of lower elevat ions
i nterpos es on ou r right between us and the plai ns of Kild are .

We a t l ength come to Cros s Chapel , and tu rn ing here to the
right up a s teep road , w e take the fi rs t turn to the right u p a

rough laneway leading to the summi t of a nameles s hi ll
,

fee t high— one of the low range w hich fo rms a s o r t of natu ra l
bo rder between th e count ies o f Wi cklow and Kildare From
the u pper portion of this lane , i n clear w ea the r , there i s a
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s t riking view over Wes tmea th
,
Kild a re

,
King’s and Q u een ’s

Counties
,
comprising the nearer portions of the Sli eve Bloom

range
,
the double- topped Croghan Hill i n Wes tmeath

,
the

Red Hills of Kild are , and the Hill of Allen surmounted by i ts
tower

,
wh il e with a glass may be dis t inguished Naas

,

» Newbridge
,

Kildare
,
and many other towns and vi llages ou t i n the plain .

On the Wi cklow s ide i s cene of wild mounta in grand eur
Extend i ng over Seechon , Seefinn , Seefingan ,

M u llagh
’

cleevau n

w i t h i ts precipi tous s ides
,
M oanb ane, and i n the d is tance

the fl at summit of Lu gnaq u illia , frequently enveloped i n cloud .

A few miles away is Bless ington
,
i n the mids t o f a well-wooded

count ry
,
and further off

,
in the upper Liffey valley ,

is Corona
t ion Plantation

,
from which

,
with the aid of a glas s

,
the road

may be t raced the whole w ay up to S ally Gap ,
the M i l i ta r y

road being d is cernible thence as a l i ne across the dark mountai n
s id e l ead ing b ack towards Dublin . Retracing ou r s teps a long
the lane until the road is agai n reached , and turning ou r backs
on th e mou nta i ns of Wi ckl ow,

we commence a long des cent
t o Ra thmore

,
a small hamlet

,
cons i s t ing of a church

,
a glebe

house
,
and a few cot tages .

The grea t rath or du n from which Rathmore d erives i ts
name

,
s tand s p rominently i n vi ew immed iately north of the

church . The central mound and enclosmg Ci rcumvalla tion
are s ti ll qui te d i s tinguishable

,
a l though a great part of the rath

h as b een cu t away to provid e gravel for road repai rs i n the
neighbourhood . About twenty years ago ,

during the progress
of thes e excavat ions

,
a number of human skele tons were found

buried w i thi n a ci rcle of undres s ed. l imes tones
,
and i n 1894,

after a land s lip caused b y heavy ra in
,
there w as d is closed a

kis tvaen
,
o r s epulchra l ch amber

,
l ined

,
roofed and floo red

with slabs of green limes tone
,
contai ning a s kele ton lying with

the feet to the eas t . The floor of this chamber w as 20 fee t
below the gras s -grown surface of the rath . In the s ection of
the ra th laid bare by the excavations

,
a s t ratum of black materi al

w as observable
,
which

,
on examinat ion

,
proved to b e an

accumulat ion of w ood ashes , conj ectured to b e the d epos its
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taken as Spoil
,
when

,
the alarm having b een given , the troops

s et ou t i n pu rsu i t
,
and after a chas e of abou t six or s even miles ,

overtook the raiders
,
who thereupon relinquished thei r p rey

and prepared to d efend thems elves . The t roopers charged
the par ty , killing severa l of them ,

a t a ford , not named , but
p robably on the Liffey above Bles sington . The survivors ,
rally ing , made a d esperat e defence , k illing the English officer
in charge and the s tand ard -b eare r

,
bu t were u l timately over

borne by the weight and numbers of the t r oopers , and all but
tw o o f them slain . Some fi fty a l together fell i n this encount er ,
among th em being a son and two bro thers of Feagh M acHugh

O
’

Byrne : The Earl of Kildare
,
in his o fficial report to t h e

S ecretary of S tat e tes tifies to the vali ant manner i n which
the I ri sh fought on this o ccasion .

Of the ancient ca s tle of Rathmore
,
s o l ong an importan t

ou tpos t and s t ronghold of the Pa l e
,
no ves tige now survives ,

and li t tl e i nfo rma t io n is avai lable even as -t o the posi tion of

i ts s i te .

As the rath i s now in charge of the Board of Publi c Works ,
and the excavat ions have been s topped ,

the preservat ion of
thi s in teres ting reli c may be regarded as as sured .

At Rathmore
,
i nqui ry should be made for the road to Kilteel ,

as otherwi se a s t ranger i s likely to find his w av to the Woolpack
road

,
w hich would enta il a cons iderabl e rou nd . A short

d i s tance beyond the chu rch is Segrar e
’
s Cas tle

,
apparently

the rema ins of an old forti fi ed dw ellinghou se , with mas s ive
wal ls and a vaulted lower chamber

,
cons is t ing ev id ently of

severa l po rti ons erec ted at different p eriod s . I t exhibi ts in
parts luxurian t growths of ivy , and con tai ns remai ns of fl ights
of s tone s teps

,
cellars

, &c . I t is a t p resen t o ccupied as a dwell
i ng

,
portion being u s ed as dispensary fo r the s urround i ng

d is t ri c t . Old coins , k eys , and antique implemen ts have been
dug up in the vi cinity .

A li tt le over two miles from Rathmore is Kil teel
,
or Kilheale,

where there i s a fine old cas t le a lmos t concea led by a grove of
t rees, which inves t i t w i th a gloomy appearance . Acco rding
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to the authori ty quo ted a t end hereo f
, a command ery or

s e t tlement of the Knights Hosp i tall e rs o f S t . john of j eru sal em
w as es tabli shed he re b y M auri ce Fi tzgera ld i n the 13 th century .

I t i s re corded tha t i n 13 35 the Prior of Kilma inham appoin ted
one Robert Cl ifford to be por te r to the Commanderv, w i th
sui table cl othing and h al f a mark annual ly fo r shoes

,
toge ther

with the u se of apartments n ear the cas tl e gat

I n a paten t roll o f the yea r 1541 w e find an inrolment of
an i nd entu re b y which Si r John Raw s on

,
Prior of the Hospital

of S t . john o f jerusalem in I reland , and his co- b reth ren ,
i n

that the precepto ry lord ship o r mano r of Kilh eale
,
i n Kilda re

County , i s s i t ua ted i n the marches thereof
,
near the I rish

enem ies
,
the O ’

Tho les , where re si s tance and d efence are

req uired , grant to Thomas Alen and M ary , his w i fe , the said
l ord ship and a ll cast l es , mes suages , &c .

,
in Kilh eale , &c .

, fo r
eve r fo r the rent of fi ve pound s
In 1669 the ca s tl e w as l eas ed b y the Earl o f T y rconnell to

Daniel Read ing , and in 1703 the property havi ng been. forfei ted
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by the Earl
,
the trus tees appoin ted to admi nis te r the forfei ted

es tates as s igned i t t o the Hollow Sword Blade Company,
from whom i t pas s ed i n 1706 t o Si r Will iam Fow nes . From
the Fownes familv i t pas sed t o the Tigh es i n 17 7 3 , and from
them i t w as purchas ed in 18 38 b y the Kennedy family , the
pres en t propri e to rs .
The cas t le cons is ts of a smgle tower 46 fee t h igh ,

on the
north side of which i s a turre t conta in ing the s tai rca s e to the
upper s toreys and the bat tlements . Adj oining and buil t on

the sid e of the st ructu re i s a large arched gateway leading into
a spacious cour tyard, the right hand side of which i s formed
b V a li ne of buildings , out-offices , &c .

, evidently of modern
origin

,
but all i n a more or l es s ruinous condi ti on . The entrance

d oor of the cas t l e Opens i nto an arched chamber
,
cons t ru ct ed

w i th grea t s tr ength and s olid i ty so as to support th e great mas s
of masonry above i t . On a s c end ing the winding s tai rcase
a smal l

,
round spyhol e , pierced through grani te , w i ll b e obs erved ,

commanding the pas sage to the gate . The cas tle consis ted of
th ree s toreys and an upper chamber

,
the lat ter being arched

like the b as emen t
,
and a few s tep s from the firs t floor lead. to

the chamber over the en trance gateway . Continuing the
s tai rca s e

,
we a t l ength reach the bat t lemen ts

,
from w h i ch may

b e s een the old proj ecti ng s tone gargoyles fo r carrying off the
ra i n wa ter . s t il l i n perfe ct cond i ti on . The arched roof is
fl agged i n the centre with large , fla t s tones

,
having been

probably i n tended to be pa trolled by a s ent ry . The s tai rcas e
i s lighted by the usua l narrow sli ts , and the holes once occupied
by i ron bars are s ti ll dis cernibl e . Above the bat t lements
i s the turret

,
command ing an extended V i ew over the mountai ns

,

a matt er of great impor tance i n the cas e of a s tronghold si tuated
,

as this w as
,
on the very limi ts of the Pale .

Beh ind the cas tl e i s the anci en t churchyard with jus t a

ves tige of the old church , and adj oini ng a re s ome blocks of
an old build ing

,
sa id t o have been a nunnery .

From Kilteel to Rathcoole
,
a d is tance of fou r miles

,
there

i s nothing calling for noti ce the las t two miles a re a continuou s
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CHAPTER XXXVII

KILBRIDE,

“ THE THREE CASTLES ,
BLES SING

TON
,
POULAPHUCA AND BALLYMORE EUSTACE

ROCEEDING a long the Bless ington t ram road , d es c rib ed
in previous chapters

,
we can e ither follow the rai ls

t o The Lamb
,

”
or diverge from the b eaten track

by taking the old coach road which turns to the left abou t three
mil es b eyond Tallaght

,
pass i ng b y M oun t Seskin over Tal laght

Hill or Knockannavea . Th is rou te , supers eded about a hund red
years ago ,

i s l es s frequented than the other, and much s teeper ,
bu t command s a rathe r more extensiv e view of the Dubli n
plai n . TIM Complm l l rirb Traveller

,
pu bli shed in London

in 17 88 . thus d es cribes this place We next came to a place
call ed Tal low Hill

,
w here we employed ou r eves a full hou r

contemplat i ng as beau ti ful a prospec t as eve r Nature formed .

”

[Here follows a detailed d es c ription of the view . ]
“ In short ,

w e that nev er saw i t before were ravi sh ed with the sight .
I own i t gave me a peculiar con tentmen t i t looked like res t
afte r fatigue . Th i s glo rious prospec t is about six miles from
Dubli n , for here are roadst ones marked bu t b y ou r t eles copes
w e brought i t a lmos t und e r the bot tom o f the hill . ”

jus t at the top of the hill we pas s the old country house ,
M ount Seski n , d es cribed i n another chapte r

,
and i n abou t a

mile and a ha l f fur ther
,
rej oi n the t ram road a t Bri t tas . Two

miles b eyond this i s the place ca ll ed The Lamb
,

” where there
i s now only a t ram s tati on and ti cket offi ce

,
bu t where in former

t imes s tood an i nn wi th the sign of
“ The Lamb

,

” whi ch has
s ince l eft i ts name impress ed on the locali ty .

Leav ing The Lamb b v the road tu rn ing off to the le ft
from the tramway , we d es cend b y an undulat ing road fringed
wi th pine plan tati ons , th e round ed fo rm of Dowry Hill b ei ng
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on the left
,
i nto the romantic wood ed Gle n of Kilb ride

,

s i tuated i n the va lley of the Bri t tas Riv e r
,
n ear i ts j unct ion

with the Liffey ; From this poin t Seechon ,
Seefinn ,

and

Seefingan are t o be seen on the left
,
and i n front the highe r

el evat ions o f M oanb ane and M u llaghcleevau n . Afte r pas s ing
the Catholi c church we take the fi rs t tu rn on the righ t in to a

narrow
,
sheltered lane

,
conduct ing us t o the green banks

of the Liffey ,
with pas tu re lands sloping down to the wat er’s

edge . A short d i s tance further
,
i n a field to the right , i s a

s quare iv ied ruin
,
cal led “ The Three Cas tles

,

” reputed by
t radition to be the su rv ivo r of three , the s i tes of the other -two
being s ti ll poin ted out by the people of the neighbourhood . On
the southern side of the s tructu re is wha t appea rs to have b een
a mullioned window

,
and the a rched doorway on the west ern

s id e is i n an exceptiona lly good s ta te of pres ervation . In the
interio r will b e s een , s til l i n perfec t condi tion , the s tone supports
for the firs t fl oor

,
from whi ch access w as ob tai ned to the bat t le

ments
,
now only pos s ible wi th the aid of a ladder . The roof

is very s trongly buil t , arched li ke a bridge
,
and the mas onry

of both the interio r and exterio r is s ti l l wonderfully perfect .
Adj oining is a larg e well , w hi ch furnished the wat er supply
for the cas tle , and w as

,
doub tles s

,
included wi thin the ci rcu i t

of i ts ou twork s .

Cons id erable his tori c in teres t a t taches to this plac e, which ,

being on the very bord ers o f the Pal e , w as the s cene of almos t
cons tant gueri lla warfare .

Abou t the beginning of jun e , 1538 , john Kelw ay,

Cons table of the King’s Cas t el l o f Rathmor , w as s lai n here
b v the I rish , u nde r the following ci rcums tances — It appea rs
from an account i n the S tat e Papers o f Henry VI I I .

,
Vol I I I .

,

pp . 18 and 2 7 , that some shor t time previously this man h ad

found two of Tirrelagh O tolV
’
s s ervauntes in

“ the English bord ers , next joynyng to the Tolys cou nt re ,

et ing of meat , and fo r the same d id immed i ately hang th em .

"

Tirlagh O
’

Toole of Fercu llen (now Pow erscou r t) b eing a t

p
eace with the English Government at the time , forthwith
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d emanded an explanati on of this ou trage , and according ly,
Kelw av having arranged a meeting for the purpos e of con
ferri ng wi th the I rish Ch i eftai n , took with him,

on the day
appoin ted

,
a number of s up p orters and re ta iners from the

adj oining dis tric ts . He probably int ended treachery , bu t ,
as the s equ el shows

,
the I rish h ad made ample provi sion for

this conti ngency . The following le t ter , wri tt en to the King
on the 4th june, by the Deputy , Lord Leonard Gray, from
Dublin Cas tl e

,
des crib es what took place on the o ccas ion .

(To make the le t ters more i nt elligib le
,
the mod ernised Spelling

adopted i n the arti cl e quo te d at the end o f thi s chap ter has
been adhered to)

“

john Kelw ay, Cons table of your Grace
’s M anor of Rath

more (which M anor bordereth upon the Tooles) , of his ow n

mind
,
ra i s ed certa in gentlemen

,
poor husbandmen , and

labourers
,
and went to parley wi th one Tirlagh O

’
Toole,

with whom I w as a t peace
,
and i n the parl eying they differed,

and the sa id Kelw ay chased the said Tirlagh . who took to
fl ight to a ce rtai n place

,
where he h ad ambushed his ke rn

[foot soldie rs], and so sudd enly tu rned, and set upon the said
Kelw ay with all hi s ambushment

,
so that the sa id Kelw ay ,

and certain gentlemen o f the country who were in his company
were cons trai ned t o t ake [to] a sma ll pil e cal l ed the Three
Cas t les , bei ng upon the borders of the said Tirlagh

’
s coun try .

At wh i ch t ime they s lew certa i n husbandmen and labourers
,

and a thatched hous e j oining to the same pile pu t afi re
,
s o

tha t the head of th e same pile
,
being covered with thatch

lacki ng bat tlement
,
t ook fi re

,
and so all burned

,
so that the

said Kelw ay, and such of the gentlemen as then were wi th him ,

w e re cons trai ned to yi eld themselves p ri soners ; and he
being i n hand with the sa id Tirlagh O

’

Toole
, h im slew

cru elly . Assuri ng you r Excellen t M aj es ty that divers and

su nd ry t imes I gave moniti on to all y ou r cons tables j oining
u p on the marches , t o beware the trai n of thei r borderers ,
and specially to the said Kelw ay, w ho . I as sure Your Grace
w as as hardy a gen tleman as any could be ,

”
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hold e rs . Thomas Lang is let forth ,
and M r . Aylmer rema i neth

w i th them . and some others ; and af t er that they h ad M r .

Kelw ay with i n a wh il e they killed him and su ch of the sold i ers
as w as with him I w as neve r i n d espa i r i n I reland
until now .

”

Th a t the English authori t ies held Kelw av to b lame fo r the
en ti re incid ent i s clearly shown b y the follow 1ng extracts , the
fi rs t from a l e t ter wr i tten by jus t ice Lut t rell t o Chief jus ti ce
Aylmer

,
and the s econd from a le t ter of S i r \Villiam Brab azon ,

Privy Councill or , address ed to Thomas Cromwell , Secretary
of S ta te — both l et ters having b een writ ten wi t hin a few months
of the occurrence

(I) Brother jus ti ce , I comend me unto y ou . You r nevue
Richard Ay lmer , i t fe r me shall not come forth

,
onles he

p ay his rau nson
,
for so

,
this las t d ay

'

Tirlagh said p laynly
to my Lo r d of Oss erv hi s mess enger , and als o to my servu nt

Dogh er ty,
which c h au ncyed to be a t Glendalach ,

when the
discomfor t u r w as mad e

,
and durs t not cum from thens

“ t i l thi s . Al the fau t o f the same mysavent u r i s pu t in
‘
Kelw ay ,

both by them of the Cou nt e Kilda r
,
that w as ther

pres ent
,
and a lso of the Tol i s [O

’

Tooles] as Plunck et may

s ‘chow you . Your son
,
Ba rtholemew

, scape -th emh - .s py, for
'

h e w as there wi th Aylmer .

”

(2)
“ Toch ing the garrison of

'

Ra thmore . which Kelw ay

h ad : forasmu ch e as i t i s one o f the chief keys of d efence
agains t the Tholes and that the countr ie is greatly
d epopula te in thoi s quar te r s

,
we b eseech e your good Lord ship

,

tha t none be ap p ointed thereunto , but sooch e one as shal
b e an hones t man

, that w olb e resident ther
, h ay ing some

experience to governe and d efende a countri e .

” The
pri soners , Ay lmer and Flat isbu ry,

were shortly afterwa rds
releas ed on payment of the ransom demanded .

I n the Anna ] ; of 165 Four M a s ters und e r the vea r 1546

appears the follow ing en try i n regard to this place The
“ rebels were d efea ted a t Bail e-na-d - t ri -g-Caislen (the town
of the three cas tl es\ by the Engl ish and by

Brian and
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Chogaidh , the sons f Teren ce O
’
Toole . The sons o f

j ames , the son of the Earl of Kild are — viz .

,
M auri c e and

Henry- were taken prisoners
,
together w i th 24 of thei r

people
,
who were afterwards brought to Dublin , and all

cu t i n qu arters
,
excep t M auric e

,
w h o w as confi ned i n the

King’ s cas tle unti l i t w as d e termined wha t d eath he should
receive .

” This M auri ce w as execu t ed in the follow i ng y ear .

Less than a mi le b eyond the cas tl e , in the townl and of

Crosscool Harbou r
,
and behind Li ffey Cot tage , i s an ancient

burial plac e known as Scurlock ’s churchy ard , enclosed b y a

low w al l
,
and sheltered by a number of lofty t rees . I t con tai ns

a few recen t and many old tombs tones , among which may,

with d i fficulty
,
be dis ti ngu ished the found ations of the ancien t

church . Between the chu rchy ard and the Liffey , and i n the
low ground adj oini ng the lat ter

,
is a holy well under a solitary

ash t ree , much resor ted to in the month of june,
“when i t is

repu ted to poss es s sp ecial effi cacy i n heali ng various disorders .
A t a d i s tance of a li t t le over two miles from the Three

Cas tles w e en te r BlessrnO ton by a pret ty r oad
,
ris i ng sharply

as i t approaches the v i llage
,
and i n almos t con stan t v i ew of th e

winding. cours e of the L i ff ey .

Bles s ington s til l poss es s es some good houses
,
and the s id es

of i ts wide s t ree t a re planted with t rees i n boul evard fash i on .

In t h e middle of the s t reet , Opposi te the Courthouse , i s a

fountai n b eari ng the following ins cripti on
E rec ted on th e coming of age o f. the Earl o f Hi lls borough

,

24th Dec .
,
1865.

A tribu te of respec t from the Tenant ry of the Wi cklow
,

Kildare
,
and Kilkenny es tat es of the M arqu is of Dow nsh ire .

The wat er su pplied a t the cos t of a kind and generous
landlord for the benefi t of his a t tached and loy a l t enant s . ”

Bless ington is of comparat ively modern orig in , both town
and chu rch having b een erec ted i n the reign of Charles I I .

,

by Archbishop Boy l e , who presen ted to the church a se t o f
pla te

,
as wel l as the fine chime of bell s at pres en t i n u se

,
the

la t te r bearing the date of the i r presen tat ion in 1682, A
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monument i n the churchyard to the memory of the Archbishop
,

who w as ances tor of the Lo rd s Blessington , commemorat es
his benefac tion t o the v i llage and i t s i nhabi tants . Bless ington
became greatly enhanced in prosperi ty and importance b y the
cons t ru ction through i t of the Dublin , Bal tinglas s , and Carlow
coach road in the early p art of the las t centu ry, i n connection
with which the grea t b ridge designed by Nimmo w as bui l t
over the Liffey a t Pou laphu ca i n 1820

, to s upersed e the old

Horsep ass bridge , abou t hal f a mil e to the north-eas t , erec ted
in ea rli er t imes to supers ede the ford of the Ho rsepass . The

i nhabi tants were incorporated i n the reign of Charles II. b y

Royal Charter w hich w as granted to M i chael Boy l e , Archbishop
of Dubl i n , and Ch ancello r o f I reland , i n 1669. The Corpora
t ion rej oi ced i n the h igh — s ounding t itl e of

“ The Sovereign
,

Bai l iffs , and Burges s es of the Borough and Town of
Blessington

,

”
and cons i s ted of a s overeign

,
two bailiffs

,
and

twelve burgess es . The Archbishop as s ove reign
,
w as authoris ed

by the charte r to appoin t a re corder , town clerk , and numerous
other civi c funct ionari es

,
whose salaries mus t h ave been a heavy

d rai n upon the rev enues of this Lillipu tian municipal i ty . Th e

Borough w as repres ented b y two members in the I rish Parlia
ment

,
for the los s of which rep resenta tion the sum of
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Ru ssborough House , formerly the res id ence of the Earls of
M i ll town

,
s i tua ted i n the cent re of an extens ive and well

wooded park . Th i s Splendid mansion
,
i n the G recian s tyle ,

w as bui l t a fter a d esign by Ca s s el s , suppo s ed to ha ve b een the
a rchi t ec t of the I ri sh Pa rli ament Hou s e

,
now the B ank of I r e

la nd
,
and con s i s ts of a centre and tw o w i ngs

,
connec t ed by s emi

ci rcula r colonnades of a l t e rna t e Dori c and Corin thian pi lla r s .
The in teri or is fi t ted up i n s ta t ely fa shi on

,
and the floors of the

pri ncipa l apa r tments a re cons t ruc t ed of pol i s hed mah ogany .

About a mile b eyond Ru ssb orough House we reach the t ram
sheds , where the road t urns to the right , but , i f t ime permi ts ,
Pou laphu ca should be v is i t ed , as i t i s only abou t a mi l e ou t of

the d i rect route .

The Li ffey
,
w hi ch at Pou laphu ca fo rms the boundary between

the counties of Wi cklow and Kild are
,
on approaching the fal l

,

t rave rs es a pic tu resquely wooded gorge
,
t ermina t ing at the

brid g e i n a s e ri es of i rregular ro cky ledges
,
over which the

river fall s i nto a pool 150 fee t b elow the parapet on the wes tern
s id e .

The name
,
Pou laphu ca , means the pool of the Pooka

,
a

ki nd of malevolent goblin pecu liar t o I reland
,
but closely

all ied to the English Puck o r Robin Good fellow . All t rad i t ion
of his exploi ts h as long si nce pas s ed ou t of this neighbourhood ,
and it i s t o b e presumed that the march of modern improve
ments h as d riven him to wild er and more s ecluded haunt s .
This local i ty is memorable i n the annals of hunt ing as being

the scene of the d es t ructi on of the Kildare hound s i n 18 13 .

The follow i ng des c ription of this occu rrenc e is abbreviated
from an a ccou nt

,
amusi ng for i ts t opographical b lunders

,
i n

The Spor ting llf agoz z
’

ne for 18 3 2 , and reproduced i n the arti cl e
on Poul-a-phooka r eferred to a t the end of thi s chapte r .
I n read i ng the account

,
i t should b e borne i n mi nd that

Pou lap hu ca bridge w as no t in exis ten ce at the time .

The hound s me t i n November
, 18 13 , at the Tipper cross

road s
,
near Naas

,
and after t rying a neighbouring gorse , were

t rotti ng tow ard s Tr00p ersfields , when a large fox Sprung up
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from a thicket immediately i n front o f the hounds
,
and made

s t raight fo r the Wi cklow mountai ns
,
over so rough a country

and at such a pace that the whole field were thrown
,
with t he

exception of two
,
who

,
b eing well mounted

,
were able to keep

reynard i n sight .

He pas sed Liffey Head
,
and withou t a check

,
ga i ned th e

romanti c rocks
,
plantati on

,
and wa terfa ll of Pole Ovoca

,

where the river Ovoca [l l], s o celebrated by Anacreon M oore ,
is prec ip it ated over a high and rugged ridge of rocks

,
and

which w as then unusually swollen b y a su ccess ion o f rai ny
w e ather . I n this plan ta ti on

,
on the other s id e of the Ovoca

,

w as the Vi llai n ’s d en . and , as it came in V i ew,
the hound s were

“ close at i ts b rush — a d is tance of tw elv e mil es
,
all n early

agai ns t the hill , havi ng been d one i n fift y - five minutes .

”

The fox made for a n arrow part of the gorge above the fal l
,
where
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th e rive r pass ed b etween two large ro cks
,
and at tempted to

j ump from one t o the other
,
but los t his foo ting

, and w as

precip itated i nt o the torren t below . Tw entv-five hounds
who were l ead i ng a t the t ime

,
with desperate resolu ti on

,

j umped i n after him , and were carri ed away by the flood .

When the wri ter of the articl e from wh i ch th i s ac count is
taken

,
and Grennan , the huntsman , reached the bank of the

river
,
fox and hounds were all i n one s truggli ng melée i n the

foaming eddies under the fall , some killed i n the des cen t ,
o thers maimed bu t s till a live , one of which latter succeeded in
land i ng

,
though in an exhaus ted condi tion . The fox

,
the

caus e of all the troub le , als o managed to reach the bank
,
though

whether he es caped wi th his li fe does no t transpi re . Even i f
he fai l ed to do s o , however , i t mus t have been a s ou rce of great
consola t ion to him in his las t moments to know that his death
w as bei ng so well avenged .

When
i

Grennon saw the eli te of hi s pack thus swep t from
before his eyes , he s tood (fo r as s is tance w as imposs ible) fo r

“ s ome time like a s tatu e ; but when he w as as sured
,
by thei r

lifeles s rema i ns floati ng in the pool b elow the fall , of the los s
of two part icular ve terans

,
whos e n ames I [the narrato r]

have forgo tte n . he could s tand i t no longer
,
bu t burs t into

tears
,
and wep t long and bi tt erly .

”

The rout e s o airilv des cribed i n this account i s an ut terly
in c red i ble and imposs ibl e one , and consis ted , roughly speaking,
of a run from near Naas t o Sally Gap and then back to Poula

phu ca: Liffey Head (ad j oining Sallv Gap) , w h i ch i s s tated
to have b een pas sed on the w av t o Pole Ovoca

,
i s about

feet high
,
and not l es s than 15 mi les from the meeti ng

p lace , over as rough a piece of coun try as could b e fou nd in
the County Wi cklow ; and the run thi the r, and return to
almos t s tar ti ng point — about 30 miles — all i n 55 minutes ,
des erve t o b e class ed with the exploi ts of Finn M acCool .

Yet the wri ter of this amazi ng accoun t w as himsel f p resen t
a t the hun t

,
and no doub t b elieved throughout that he w as

i n the Vale of Ovoca .
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whi ch this place derives i ts name
,
is i n 137 3 , when the

Archbishop of Dublin appoin ted Thomas Fit zEu stace t o b e
Cons tabl e of the Cas t l e of Ba llymore

,
with a salary of £10

a yea r
,
on condit ion of his res idence there

,
and of his guardian

ship and mai n tenance of the fort res s . Wi th this appoin tmen t
doub t less o rigina ted the name of Ball ymore-Eus tace .

Of the ancien t s t ronghold no trace wha tever now rema i ns
,

though lo ca l t rad it ion a s signs fo r its s i t e the eminence known
as Garrison Hill . ”

I n 1524 Robert Talbo t , of Belgard , while j ou rneying to
s p end his Chri s tmas wi th the Lord Deputy

,
w as murdered

a t thi s p lace by james Fi tzgerald , bu t owing to the i nfluen tia l
connections of the Geraldines th e murderer w as never brought
t o j us ti ce .

I n 1537 Robert Cowley , wri ti ng to Thomas Cromwell
,

S ecretary of Sta te
,
says Ballymore and Tallagh, belonging

to the Archbi shop of Dublin
,
s tande mos t for the defenc e

of the counti es of Dublin and Kilda r e aga i ns t the O ’
To

'

oles

and O
’
Byrnes ; b e i t , therefore , ordered that th e Com

missmners shal l s ee such farmers or tenants there as s ha ll b e
hardy marchers

,
able to defe nd tha t marches .

In a Regal Vi s i tat i on of 1615, i t is recorded that John
Ba the w as the curat e of Ballymore-Eus tace , and that the I rish
t ransla tion of the Book of Common Prayer w as i n u se i n the
Protes tan t church there .

In 1798 cons iderable skirmishing occurred both i n the town
its elf and i n i ts immed iate neighbourhood and the church w as

d es troyed by the Insurgents .
The shor t es t w ay home from Ballymore-Eu s tace , o therwis e

than by Ble s sington , i s b y Ra thmore and Kilteel , bu t i t w i ll

add only a f ew miles t o the j ourney t o take the road leading to
Naas , and turn to the right at the Wa tch Hous e cros s— roads
i nt o the Woolpack road , b eside the Punches town racecours e .

In a field oppos i t e the en trance to the cou rs e is a large monoli th ,
and a short dis tance further , on the other s ide of the road , is

a s imi lar monument , about 20 feet high, i nclined at an angle
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of abou t 30 degrees from the perpendicular . The lis t i n this
s tone w as caused, i t is s tated , by an a t temp t on the par t of one
of the Viscounts Allen t o remove i t t o h is mans ion a t Punches
town

,
by yoking four teen couples of dr aught oxen t o i t . We

next pas s Beggar’s End
,

” where s ix roads radia t e
,
and from

thi s point ou r rou te al ong the Woolpack road is very s ecluded ,
as i t is very l i t tle used excep t duri ng the Punches town races .
From the high er parts

,
extens ive vi ews are ob ta ined over t he

flat
, fert il e plai ns of Kildare . At a d i s tance of eight miles

from theWa tch House cros s-roads we tu rn to the l eft
,
oppos i te

the en trance t o Johns town Hous e , by a shor t des cen t conduct
ing u s t o Blackchu rch I nn

,
whenc e ou r r ou te home li es along

the Naas road .

In the preparat ion of this chapter much valuable i nforma

t ion h as b een d erived from the following ar ti c les i n Volume I I I .
of the 7 ourna l of the Caunty Kildere A rcbw logiea l Society, viz
Rathmore (for the Three Cas tles) , by M r . Hans Hendrick

Aylmer
,

and Ball ymore Eus tac e and i ts Neighbouri ng
Antiqui ti es ” and

“ Poul-a-phooka ”
— both by Lord Wa lt er

F i tzgerald .

Dis tances from G . P . O . b y rou te des cribed— Bless ington
,

20 miles ; Pou laphu ca , 24 ; Ball ymore-Eus tace , 26; Punches
town

, 3 1 ; G . P . O . , 52 .



CHAPTER XXXVIII

GLENNASMOLE OR THE VALLEY O F THE

THRUSHES

LELTNASMOLE o r the upper val ley of the Dodder
the mos t consp icuous glen in the Dublin range— i s
wel l marked ou t

~

by the l p es of M ount Peli er on

the eas t
,
and the towering heights of Seech on,

Corrig and

Seefingan on the wes t , while Kip pu re , the highes t moun tai n
i n the Vi ew

,
forms the southern boundary of the valley, and

the wat ershed between the b asms of the Dodder and the Liffey.

Ped es t rians des irous of explori ng thi s dis t ri c t should take the
s team tram to Tal laght

,
walking thence by Oldbawn bridge

to Boh ernab reena and tu rning to the right at the chapel .
Immed iately a fter p assmg Boh ernab reena chapel will be s een
the entrance t o Friars town

,
the res id ence , early i n the las t

century
,
of Ponsonby Shaw,

broth er of Sir Robert Shaw ,
of

Bu shy Pa rk , Terenure . Themurder of Kinlan,
Shaw’s game

keeper, by the Kearneys , and the execu t ionof the lat ter on

the bank of the Dodd e r
,
are des cribed i n another chapter

Shaw spen t a deal of money on improvements a t Friars tow n .

recla iming and planting the grou nds
,
which he converted

i n to a pre tty wooded glen , w i th wind ing walks , grottoes and
miniature w aterfal ls . At the head of the glen he formed a lake
by damming the cou rs e of the s t ream ,

but i t w as hardly well
finished when i t burs t and swep t all before i t

,
making a complet e

wreck of his work . He w as so much d is couraged by this mishap
that he made no at tempt to repai r the damage

, and the place
i s now in a s tate of wildness

,
which

,
however

,
inves ts i t wi th a

charm i t p rob ab lv n eve r poss es s ed in its former condition .

One of the pathways l ead s to the bo ttom of the glen near a

404
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cottage
,
sheltered by evergreens , i s pas s ed as we as cend t o the

level of the upper lake . The borders of thes e lakes have been
pret tily planted in places

,
and the whole aspec t of the valley

h as b een s o much a l t e red by thei r cons truction tha t if Finn
M acCool c ould revis i t the place , he would hardly recognis e
i t as the s cene of his clas s i c exploits . As we proceed along
the margin of the upper lake we can see in front the brown

,

fu rrowed s lopes of Kippu re , on w hich the head waters of the
Dodde r and i ts t ribu tary s t reams , Slade B rook and Cot Brook ,
take thei r origin .

On reaching the ex t remity of the u pper lake we emerge
from the t erri tory of the Rathmines Commis s ioners

, and pas s
through the tu rns ti l e ou t on the public road a t Cas tlekelly
b ridge

,
which b ears an i ns cription s tati ng tha t i t w as rebui l t

in 1906, and tha t i ts predecesso r w as des t royed the previous
year by a flood . I n about half a mile from this we reach the
s ecluded hamlet of Cas t l ekelly

,
taking i t s name from an old

cas tle which formerly defended this pas s through th e

mountains
, and whose foundati ons may s till b e t raced in the

masonry of s ome of the cot tages . Eugene O ’

Cu rry v i s i t ed
thi s place i n 18 37 , and h is le t ters i n connect ion with the
Ordnanc e Survey, now i n the Roy al I ri sh Academy , afford
mos t i nteres t ing reading as t o the condi tions of li fe in Gl en
nasmole in the early par t of las t century . He obta in ed his
informa tion from an old man

, eighty- fou r years of age, who
Spoke I ri sh fluently , and who s tated that for ty yea rs previous ly,
li t tle English w as spoken i n this s equ es t ered glen

,
the only

pers ons having any cons iderabl e know ledge of i t. being t h e
carmen whose bus iness took them regularly to Dublin .

As an alt ernat ive to going by the wa terworks pathway
,

Cas t lekelly can b e reached more di rectly ei ther by taking the
road pas t Boh ernab reena chapel , up the s teep hill , or by
entering Friars town glen , and following the cours e of the
S t ream which flows through i t

, unti l the road is met a t the li t tl e
hamlet of Glassamu cky, s i tuated in a deep dell and sheltered
by a grove of t rees . Higher up the slope of the val ley above
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thi s place
,
and on th e upper road

,
is Pip erstow n,

now rep re

sented by a few co ttages
,
but more extens ive in former years

when th e glen had a large r populat ion .

About hal f a mile beyond Glassamu cky w as formerly St .

Ann ’s M onas t e ry
,
a small modern es tablishment

,
where some

thir ty years ago a quoit clu b us ed to meet and dine oc casional ly,
t he provi sions being sent ou t from town

,
and the room and

appointments p rovided in the bui lding . Many a pl easan t
summer’s even ing w as sp ent by th e members in the pu re
mountai n air here , the only di sadvantage being the long drive
from and back t o the ci ty .

A mile further
,
a winding pathway leads to the ruined church

and holy well of St . Ann’s , i n a s eques tered pos i t ion s ome
di stance lower down the S lope of the val ley . This old church
is properly S t . Sanct an’

s or Sent an
’
s
,
the name Sentan

having b een corrupted in to St . Ann , and the founde r, one
of the early sain ts

,
thereby deprived of his right ful credit and

inheri tance— an i nju st i ce which i t is to b e feared i s now irrevoc
able . The mis take s eems t o have originated wi th the e rroneous
t ranslat ion of the old name Killnasantan i nto th e Chu rch of

S t . Ann
,

” which e rroneous form w as adopted by Dal ton in his
His tory of tbe County Dublin, and perpetuated in the M aps of
the Ordnance Survey . In Archbishop Alan’s Reper torium
V z

'

rz

'

de the name 13 wri t ten Killmesant an (S t . M osanctan
’
s or

San tan’s Church) , and i n The Aima lr of tbe Four M a f ter: the
death i s recorded in A .D. 952 of the Abbo t of the Church of

Bishop Sanct an . So far back as 1326this dis t ric t w as des cribed
in oflicial records as was t e by w ar and

“ lyi ng w i thin the
I rishry

,
the refore

,
was t e and unprofitable ,

”
and the chu rch

h as probably not been us ed as a place of worship s in ce that t ime .

A number of old headstones mav be s een i n the churchy ard ,
and near the ent rance is a holy water font carved ou t of a

granit e boulder .
An exact ly similar ins tan ce of co rrupt io n of thi s s ai nt ’s

name occurs i n the I s l e of M an,
where the re is a headland

called St . Ann’s Head , near Santon . and fo ur miles south w es t
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of Dougla s . Santo n w as known as St . Sanct an’s i n the 16th
century

,
afte r which i t as sumed in suc cess i on the forms Kirk

Sanct an ,
Kirk Santan , Santan , and las t ly Santon , al though

the pari sh is s til l Ki rk Santan . The name of the headland
should

,
of course

,
b e S t . Santan’s Head , and on some maps

a compromis e i s made by call ing it
'

Santon Head
Returning to th e road

,

'

and cont i nu ing ou r j ourney up the
vall ey

,
we p res ently reach a group of houses b earing the cu riou s

name of Cunard , hal f a mile b eyond wh i ch i s Castlekelly,
al ready des crib ed

.

About hal f a mile furth er, near the con

flu ence of Co t Brook and. the Dodder , i s Glennasmole Lodge,
shelt e red by i t s woods and s tanding i n a pi ctures que and com

mand ing pos it ion at the head of the val ley . This house
,

wh i ch w as formerly cal led Heathfield Lodge
,
w as e rect ed

probably lat e i n the eighteenth century
,
by George Gri e rson ,

King’s Print er
,
who w as very weal thy , and who re ceived

as commutation of his offi ce at the time
.

of the Union ;
Afte r his death hi s three daughters

,
w ho inheri t ed very li t t le

from him
,
as he h ad diss ipated mos t of his w ea lth during hi s “

li fet ime
,
res ided here for many years , and a lte red the house

into a Swis s chalet w i th a that ched roof and a balcony around
of carved woodwork . They planted the gardens with many
rare plant s

,
as well as some magnificent rhododendron s

,
which

s ti ll flou r ish there , and are the fines t t o be s een for manymil es
around . These ladies t ravelled a good deal

,
at a t ime w hen

t ravell i ng w as nei the r so easy nor so comfortable as it is at the
present d ay, and thei r hous e w as adorned wi th curios from
many a fo reign land . They endeavoured

,
with some success

,

to i nt roduce wood carvi ng in the Swiss s tyle among the people
i n the valley . The house w as ultimat ely dest royed by an

accidental fire— nothing but the s tonework being l eft and

the M is s es Grie rson were thereby reduced greatly i n ci rcum
stances

,
as nearly everything they poss ess ed perished in the

flames .
A M r ; Cob b e next came into possession

,
and re-buil t the

house in rathe r more s olid fashion , w i th a s lat ed roo f
,
a fter
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these The Chas e of Glennasmole — ir is rela ted how

Fir mwi th his famous hounds , Brann and SgeOlan, and a numbe r
of hunters and dogs met one mi s ty mo rn ing in the glen t o

hunt dee r They s tarted a pieba ld doe
,
but a l though they

hunted her all day they were unable to overtake her , and

when darkness set i n, they found themselves far away among
the wild hi ll s wi thou t any of thei r hounds , which had all become
los t in the exci temen t of the chas e . Afte r a time

,
however

,

Brann retu rned in s orry plight
,
and

,
lyi ng down before Finn

,

howled . Pres en tl y a beauti ful woman appeared on the scene
and i nvi ted the whol e pa rty to a feas t , w hich i nvi ta t io n they
gladly accept ed , as they were hungry and fatigued . When
they had sati sfied themselves at the feas t

,
a h i deous W i t ch

from Greece appeared and a sked Finn to b e her husband ,
which honou r he d ecl ined . She w as s o enraged at hi s refusal,
tha t she t old them she would ki ll them all i n spi t e of thei r
r enowned prowess

,
and s et ting off

,
ass embled her fl eet and

sai l ed to Howth
,
where sh e landed and fought with Goll

M acM orna the B rave for three days
,
while fi fty amazons kept

guard ove r the enchan ted Fena . Jus t as the wi tch w as about
to ove rcome Go ll , the Fena broke

.

the enchantmen t
,
and

rushing to bat tl e
,
Os car drove his spear through he r heart ,

and the slaughte r of h er amazon bodyguard followed .

I n another poem call ed “ The Chas e of Lough Lean

(Killarney) , Oisin , who h ad t ravelled t o Killarney t o vis i t S t .
Pa t ri ck

,
re counts to him at great l ength the mighty deeds of

the Fena and thei r hounds
,

and being indignant at the
inhospitable t reatment he received from the sain t ’s housekeeper ,
says “ I have oft en slep t abroad on th e hills

,
under the

grey dew [fros t] on the
‘

foliage of the trees , and I w as not
accus tomed to a s uppe r les s b ed whil e there w as a s tag on

yonder hill . ” St . Pa tri ck replies Thou has t not a b ed

without food
,
for thou get t est s even cakes of bread , a large

rol l of butt e r [mireaun] and a quar te r of beef every day.

”

To which Ois in rej oins -“ I saw a b erry of the rowan t ree

[mountain ash] larger twice than thy roll , and I saw an. ivy
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l eaf large r and wider than thy cake of bread
,
and I saw a

quarte r of a blackb ird which w as larger than thy quart er
of bee f . I t i s thi s that fills my s oul with sadness to be in

“ thy hous e
,
poor—hear ted wretch that th ou art !

To subs tant iat e his s ta tement , Oisi n , though he w as aged
and bli nd

,
set ou t for Glennasmole

,
a ccompani ed by a guide

,

w i th whose as s i s tance he found a rowan t ree on whi ch were
growing berri es of a giganti c s ize , a ls o some ivy l eaves of

corresponding dimensions w hich they carefully preserved to
show to St . Pat ri ck . On thei r w ay back to Killarney they
pas s ed through the Curragh of Kil dar e , where Oisi n sounded
the Dord Fian

,
a magi c chant , whereupon a flock of blackbi rds

,

among which w as one of immense s i ze , answered the cal l .
Oisi n unleashed his favouri t e hound Brann , which , a fter a

fierce and prolonged s t ruggle , k illed the gigantic bi rd . They
then cu t off the leg , and took i t wi th the rowan berri es and th e
ivy leaves t o St . Pa t ri ck , who , i t i s t o be hoped, w as convinced .

thereby that he should accord more generous t reatment to h is
gu es t .
I n a poem call ed The Finnian Hunt of Sliabh Truim

,
i t is .

related how Finn M acCool
,
after a vi ct orious campaign through

the country
,
s laying d ragons

,
s e rp ents,and all ki nds of monst ers

,

at tacks and kil ls the t e rrib le Arrach or dragon of Glennasmole .

Anothe r poem cal led “ The Adventu res of the Amadan
Mor

,

” tells how the Gruagach of the Golden M ant le
,
the ~

Amadan M or and his lady love were pas s i ng through G le n
nasmole

Twa s no t long ti l l they saw i n the vall ey
,

A ci ty that shone like gold
,

There w as no colour which eye h ad s een
,

That w as not i n the mansion and many more .

Twas then the young ma iden asked
What golden ci ty i s tha t

,

Of the fines t appearance and hue
,

Or could i t b e betray ed or t ravers ed
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Dun-an —Oir [For t of the Gold] i s it s name
The s trong Dun of Gl en na Smoil

,

There is not now of i t s inhabi tants alive
,

But my s elf and my wife .

”

The G len through which thou h as pas s ed ,

I s a lway s full of wi tchcraft .”

The des crip tion of the subs equent adventures of the par ty
in Glennasmole

,
with giants

, gru agach s
”

(hai ry fellows) ,
and enchantment s

,
however i nteres t ing from a mythologica l

point of v i ew
,
i s full of t i res ome i terat ion

,
wi thout any t opo

g raphical allus i ons that would j us ti fy furthe r quota t ions .

Thes e poems probably dat e from abou t the 12 th
'

centu rv,

t hough s ome are much older . At that period the Gl en mus t
h ave pres ented an appearance enti rely different from i ts present
a sp ect

,
and wooded

,
as i t doub tles s w as, t o the tops of the

high hill s that encompas s i t
,
wh i l e it s fores t fas tnes ses shelt ered

the red deer and the wolf
,
i t would naturally have been regarded

w i th supers t i tious fear b y the simple country folk of that time .

Finn M acCool w as the commander of an order of warriors
c al led the Fianna or Fena

,
w ho ros e to great power i n the reign of

C ormac M acArt i n the 3 rd c entury . After Finn
,

'

t h e mos t
d is tingui shed Chief ta ins among thes e heroes w er e Ois i n or

Oss ian
,
his s on , Osca r , -the son o

f Oisi n
,
and Dermot O ’Dyna .

Finn ’s chief res id ence s tood on the summi t of the Hill of
A ll en ,

near N ewbridge , wh ere i t s s i te i s now occupi ed by a

pillar , and the whole neighb ourhood ,
even at the pres ent day ,

a bounds wi th vivid trad i tions of the b rave deed s of th i s great
w arrior and hero of the old en time .

Wi th the pas s i ng of _
the hero ic age, b lackbi rds have sadly

d egenerated , and rowan berri es have shrunk to the size of haw s ,
but the giant ivy st il l flouri shes , and i s to be found i n abundance
in many part s of the G len . W

’ood s orrel , t oo , may b e seen

(growing to a giganti c si ze , and Oisin , h ad he been s o minded ,
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the d is tance w i ll be abou t 6 mi les from Glennasmole Lodge .

Returning by the M i l i tary road will entai l walk ing t o Rath
farnham

,
which w i ll add about a mil e to the journey . The

whole of the rout e des c rib ed i s pra cti cabl e for cycli st s as far

as Glenn asmole Lodge
,
but a good dea l of walking ”

wil l b e
necessary .

The autho ri t i es consulted in the preparation of thi s chapter
a re z— Handcock

’
s His tory and Antiquitier of Tallagb t ; Tbc

Transa ction; of tbe Ossianic Society Dal ton’s Hi:tory of tbc

County of Dublin and joy ce
’s Iris/5 Name: of Pla cer.



CHAPTER XXXIX

THE PHOENIX PARK , CASTLEKNOCK , CLONEE

AND DUNBOYNE

NTERING the Phoenix Park a t Parkg ate S tree t , w e

proceed a long what i s now know n as the M a i n Road ,
but which w as formerly cal led Ches terfield Road ,

a fte r Lord Ches terfield ,
w ho w as i nst rumen tal i n having i t

c ons t ru ct ed du ri ng the period of his vi ce royalty about the
middl e of the 18 th cent ury . I t i s a l i t t l e ove r miles i n
l ength , and being nearly s t raight

,
i s a more d i re c t route t o

C as t leknock than the old road
,
which i t p ract i cal l y superseded .

A s cons tructed by Lord Ches te rfield
,
howeve r

,
i t diffe red

s lightly from the exi s t ing route i n deflect ing to the northward
between Parkgat e St reet and the Phoenix monument and to the
s outhward between that and the Cas t leknock gat e . I t w as

s t raightened out b etween 1840 and 1850 .

in ord er t o trace the s ucc es s ive s teps in the p roces s o f

a cqu is i tion
,
format ion

,
and enclosu re by the Governmen t

,
of

t h e Phoeni x Park , i t i s neces sary to go back t o the 16th cent u ry ,

w hen , i n cons equence of the Suppres s io n o f the M ona s t e rie s
by s tat ut e of 1537 , the Hospi ta l and land s a t Kilma i nham

,

where the Roy a l HoSp lt al now s tand s , belonging t o the Knights
Hospita l lers of S t . John o f Jerusa lem . became the prope rty
o f the Crown . Fo r a t ime the place w as main ta i n ed as a r ’es i
d en ce fo r the Viceroy s , but a t l ength b ecoming t oo d i lapid ated
for fur ther repai rs

,
the hospi tal build i ngs and lands o f Kilmain

h am,
together w ith a large t rac t at the no rthern s ide of the rive r ,

were ceded t o Si r Richard Sutton i n 1611 i n exchange fo r
c ertai n lands i n Cornwall . Sutton s old them to S i r Edward

415
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Fisher who erected wi thin the nex t few years a country
residence which he called The Phoenix

,

”
on Thomas Hill

,

now occupied by the M agazi ne Fort— the fines t s it e i n all th e

d i s tri c t , commanding an unrivall ed view of Dublin ci ty
, th e

Liffey va lley, and the mountain s and country to the s outh
ward .

The name Phoenix
,

as applied to this old manorhous e,
appears for the firs t t ime in documents of the dat e 1619, and

we have to consider what w ere the ci rcumstances which l ed'

Si r Edward Fisher to adopt this name . I t h as been supposed
by some that h e chos e i t b ecause the maj es ti c appearance of

the house
,
s tanding on a hil l overlooking the Liffey val ley ,

.

sugges ted the conventional at ti tude of the Phoenix bird ris ing
from it s ashes . The more wid ely accep ted origi n of the name ,
however 18 that given by Warburton

,
Whitelaw and Walsh l n

their Hzrtory of Dubl in who s tate that i t i s derived
from a sp ring ca l led Fionn-un e (Feeriisk) , which h ad been
resorted to from time immemoria l fo r the beneficia l effec ts
of i t s wat ers . Th l S Sp rmg w as s i tuated on the narrow neck of

land betw een the pond i n the present Vi ceregal grounds and

the pond 1n the Zoologica l Gardens clos e to where there 13 now
a pi ctures qu e keeper’s lodge buil t like a Swiss cha let . Despite
i ts meri ts as a cha lybea t e sp a , i t rema i ned m an exp osed and

neglected cond i t ion unti l the year 180-o when in cons equence
of s ome cures said to have been effec ted through i ts agency ,
i t acquired celeb ri ty

,
and w as resor ted t o by numbers o f

fashionable peopl e from the metropolis . About five years
aft erwards i t w as enclos ed , and an approach cons truc ted to it
by a gradual des cen t a long a planted avenue , all t races of which
h ave s inc e b een los t owing to a l t erat ions i n the adj acent ground .

Lord Whitworth havi ng derived some benefi t from i ts waters
during his viceroyal ty, h ad the sp a covered by a small s t ru ctu re
of Portland s tone su rmounted by a figure of an eagle as th e

emblem of longevity
,
whil e above i t , on the summit of a risi ng

ground
,
the Duches s of Richmond erected a ru s ti c dome with

esats around
,
for the accommod at ion of thos e frequent ing
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into Phoenix by at l eas t one his to ri ca l wri te r on the dis tri ct .

The s tone covering erect ed over the well by Lord Whitworth
w as i n time replaced by a rus ti c thatched s tructure which w as

accident al ly burn t about 187 7 . There then remai ned only
some s tone s teps and jambs , on the removal of which soon
a fterwards , the s i te w as levell ed and s own with gras s . For some
time prior t o i ts ob li t erat i on , the well , becoming n eglected ,
h ad degenera ted into a mere puddle, and the re s eems t o have
been a suspici on that , ow ing t o the cons truction of two main
drai ns in it s vicin ity

,
th e wat er h ad become contami nat ed .

Near the Ph cenix column
,
and j us t outs ide the Vi ceregal

grounds
,
behind the gat e lodge , i s a b eauti fully clear spring

which h as been supposed by some to be the o rigina l Fionn
u isge .

The Government , being withou t any offi c ia l re s idence for
the I ri sh Viceroys i n 1618 repurchas ed the Phoenix lands w i th
the new hous e which Si r Edward Fisher h ad buil t thereon ,
and from th at t ime un ti l the Res torati on , the Phoenix manor
house w as the principal vi c erega l res idence , S trafford , Ormonde ,
and Henry Cromw el l b eing among i ts occupants during tha t
per iod . About 1670 a new res idence for the vi ceroys , su b se
quently known as

“ The King ’s House ,
”

w as acqui r ed at

Chapelizod , bu t the Phoenix hous e conti nued in oc cas ional
u se b y vi ceregal funct ionarie s unti l 17 34, when i t w as

demolish ed to make room for the presen t M agazi ne Fort of

whi ch Sw i ft sa rca s ti cally wrote

Behold a proof of I rish s ens e ,
Here I rish w it i s s een

,

When nothing’s left that ’s worth defence
,

We build a magazi ne .

”

The Crown lands held wi th themanor hous e a ft er it s purchas e
from Si r Edward Fisher i n 1618

,
cannot have exceeded 400 or

500 acres
,
and thi s b eing

i

consid ered i nadequat e for a vi cerega l
d emes ne and d eer park , add i tiona l lands were a t i n t erva ls
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acqui red at Chapelizod , Grangegorman , Cas t leknock , and

Ashtown
,
as well as the land extending t o the s i t e of the pres en t

Vi cerega l Lodge
,
the cos t i n a ll amounti ng t o over

Th e Phoen1x Park
,
as thus cons ti tu ted , w as of cons id erably

grea t er area than at pres en t
,
i ncluding as i t did

,
the lands of

Kilmai nham and Chapelizod , and a connec ting s trip between
them on the s ou th of the river . About 1660 the limits o f

'

the
Pa rk having been su flicient lv extended

,
the Governmen t

considered i t advisable to enclos e i t, and
,
accordingly , the

sum of
J£6,000 w as exp end ed on the e rec ti on of a bounda ry

wall ,
‘bu t the con tracto r p roved t o b e li t t le b e t t er th an a

swind l e r, and i n the ab sen ce of proper s up ervis ion the work
w as

'

execu t ed i n s orry fashion .

I n 1680 a Royal War rant having been is sued fo r the erection
o f the Roya l Hospital

,
and for the appropriat ion to it s us e

o f 64 a cres from the lands of the Park
,
i t became neces sary

t o t e—adj us t the southern boundary
,
and Opportuni ty w as

at the same time taken to de tach all the lands at the sou th
s ide o f the river from the Park

,
which thereupon as sumed i ts

modern shape and dimens ions .
Wi thin the pas t few years the s trips of land a long the river

between I s landbridge and Chapeli zod have been acqu ired by
the Crown as a t e chni ca l addi tion t o the Phoenix Park , whi ch ,
therefore

,
extends now as i t did of old t o the south s ide of the

Liffey . The immediate purpos e of thi s acqu isi t ion w as
,

however
,
to p reven t the disfigurement of the v iew from the

Pa rk by the erection of uns ightly buildings a long the rive r .
While the origi nal conception o f the Park would appea r t o

have been that of an appanage and game preserve of the Vice
regal res idence , the publi c from an early date s eem to have
b een admitted to i t

,
and by the begi nning of George the

Second’s reign i t h ad come much in to vogue as a fashionable
res ort . Improvements by success ive viceroys added t o i t s
a t trac tions and populari ty

,
bu t no name h as been so clos ely

a s soc iated with the Park in the public mind as that of th e

Earl of Ches terfield , w ho ,
during his viceroya l ty

,
ornamen tal ly
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planted and laid i t ou t , cons tru cted theM a in Road
,
and erect ed

the Phoenix column
,
besides Openi ng the greater por tion of i t

to the publi c . The Phoenix monument w as, of course , designed
in complet e ignorance of the true etymology of the name of the
Park

,
which

,
i f ever recognis ed

,
must have been comple tely

los t on the abandonmen t and subsequent demolit ion of the
old t nix manor house and. the trans fer of the viceregal
res idence to Chapelizod .

This gracefu l monument bears on two oppos it e s ides of the
p ed es tal the ins crip tions

Civium oblectamento

Campum ru dem et incu ltum

Ornari ju ssit

Philippus Stanhope
Comes de Ches t erfie ld
Prorex

Imp ensis s ui s posu it
Phil ippus S tanhope

,
Comes

De Ches t erfield
,
Prorex .

[Trunrlu tion ]
Phi lip Stanhope , Earl o f Ches terfi eld , Lord Lieu tenan t

,

ord ered thi s wild and uncultiva ted land t o be ornamented
for the pleasur e of the ci ti zens .

Phili p Stanhope
,
Earl of Chest erfield

,
Lord Lieu tenant ,

erec ted [th i s column] at his ow n expense .

The monumen t
,
which w as erec ted in the years 1745

-
7 ,

is beginning to show the effect s of t ime , and th e porti on above
the plin th h as taken a percep tib le l is t t o the northward . It

would greatly add t o i t s in teres t i f a tablet were affixed, s e t ting
forth the c i rcums tances under w hich the Park acqu i red it s name ,
and exp lain ing the misconception under which the column
Was e r ected by Lord Ches t erfield .
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Knockmaroon Gate
,
where i ns tead Of des cending the s teep

h i ll down to the rivers id e, we keep to the right , up hil l, t o
r each Cas tleknock . Abou t three-quar ters of a mile further
i s a cros s-roads

,
clos e t o which will b e s een two s omewhat

s imilar hills
,
each su rmounted by a ruin . Tha t on the right

is Wi ndmill Hill
,
and the ruin On i t s - summit w as Originally

d es igned as a smal l obs ervatory . To the left ,
“

and par t ly
con ceal ed by the s outh—wes tern wing O f Cast leknock College ,
i s the “ kno ck ”

or h ill from which Cas t leknock derives i ts
name

,
pret ti ly planted w i th tal l t rees and crowned by the

ruined cas t le of the Tyrre lls . The hil l and rui n are ma in tained
in excel len t order

,
and vis i tors des irou s of s eeing them are

admitt ed on
'

ap plicat ion . From the summit Of the hi ll an

e xcel len t ‘view i s Ob ta i ned Of the su rrounding country when
th e t rees are no t i n ful l foliage .

Local t radi ti on avers tha t a vas t t reasure is bu ried inWi ndmill
Hill— a type of tradit i on which is

,
however

,
qui t e common i n

the neighbourhood O f ruins throughou t the coun try.

Towards the clos e O f the l ath cen tu ry S trongbow made a

gran t of the lands of Castleknock to h is friend , Hugh Tyrrell ,
a d i s t ingu ished warri or

,
who

,
on taking up possess ion , buil t

a ca s t le and as sumed th e t i tle O f Baron of Caist leknock , held by
his d es cend an ts . for three hundred years . In 13 17 King
Robert Bru ce and h is bro ther Edward

,
w i th an army of

men , encamped here , in tending to bes i ege Dublin , bu t . owing
t o the energeti c measures adopted by the ci tizens, w ho burn t
all the houses and buildings outs ide the city walls

,
the bes i egers ,

d e prived of all shelt er
,
abandoned thei r p roje

'

ct and marched
on Limerick i ns t ead . In 1642 Colonel M onk

,
a fterwards

Earl O f Al bemarl e
,
with a body of Parliamentarians , t ook the

cas tl e bv a s saul t
,
some eighty of the defenders b eing s la i n;

and many more hanged on surrender . In 1647 Owen Roe
O

’Neill and Si r Thomas Esmonde
,
i n command Of a Royalis t

force , re took the cas tle from the Parliamen tarians aft er defeat ing
a s t rong fo rce Of cavalry s ent to the as s is tance of the garris on .

The cas tle fell i nto decay about the time o f the Res torat ion ,
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and h as never s i nc e been repa i red . In one of the wal ls i s a

window,
of which St anyhu rst wro te Though i t

b e n ei ther glazed nor lat t iced
,
bu t open

,
yet le t the wea ther

be stormv
, and the w i nd blus t er b ois t erous ly on every s ide

Of the hous e , and plac e a candle there
,
and i t wi ll bu rn as

qui etly as i f no puff Of w i nd blew . This may b e tri ed at

th i s day , whoso shal l b e w i l li ng t o put i t i n practi ce .

”

Ha l f a mile fu rther is the village of Cas tleknock
,
where an

Old t radition avers there i s a sp ri ng well i nnocuous t o human
bei ngs

,
but pois onous t o all the lower anima ls . NO in forma

t ion is now avai lable as t o i ts posi t ion
, and i t remain s for s ome

i nves tigator t o achi eve the fame Of i ts t e-discovery by exp eri

ment . Adjoining the church is a holy wel l dedi cated to S t .
Brigid

,
the pat ron sain t of the pa rish . A short dis tanc e to

the north—eas t Of the cas t le i s a vein O f l ead ore
,
where a mine

w as Opened in 1744 by a M r . Edward Ford .

A mile b eyond Cas tleknock i s Blan chards town
,
n ear wh ich

the road cros ses the M idland Rai lway and the Roya l Cana l
by a high bridge affording extended vi ews along the green
banks of the Tolka . Three hundred years ago there w as a
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w ood known as the Great Wood Of Blanchards town or S cald
Wood

,
i n the posses s ion of t h e Luttrells , and a considerable

portion O f i t s t il l r emains to the north and eas t of the vi ll age .

Continuing ou r j ourney, afte r a mile and a hal f further
,
we

enter the hamlet of M u lhu ddar t , s i tuated on the right bank
Of the Tolka and travers ed by one of i ts t ribu tari es . A lit tle
over hal f a mile t o the north-eas t i s the ruin O f the O ld church

,

close to whi ch is Our Lady’s Well , enclos ed by a s t on e covering
w i th two niches for s ta tu es .
In an account O f A Journey from Dublin to the Shores

of Lough Dergh ,

” wri t t en by I saac Butler ab out 1741, i t is
s tated in regard to M u lhu ddar t Church , that Ye Church ,
at presen t in ruins

, is s i tuated on a hill and dedi cated to ye
Virgin M ary from i t appears a mos t ext ens ive and delightful
prospect in to ve County of Dublin and M eath ; i n i t w as

committed a mos t barbarous and i nfamous act ion by s ome
of ye neighbouring I nhabi tants in S eptember , 1690 , a Com

pany of Colonel Foulkes men in thei r march t o Dublin by
s tormy and rai ny weathe r, ret reated in to ye Church fo r
Shelt er

,
but were all of them murthered in cold Blood b efo re

ye morning
,
s ome of ye wretches were a fterwards executed

i n Thomas S tre et
,
Dublin

,
among ym Pat M oore

,
And .

Cannon , Ph . St rong , Jhu . Cummin , &c .
, others made thei r

es capes .”

About midway asc ending to y e Church is an excel len t Well
i t i s carefully wa lled

,
and s evera l large trees about i t . Here

on the 8 th September, a great patron is kept with a vas t
Concours e O f all Sexes and Ages from many mil es

,
upwards of

eighty Tents are pitched here furnished with all kinds of
Liquors and provis ion s for ye Recept ion and Refreshment
Of y e Company .

”

From M u lhu ddart the road follows the course Of the Tolka
through a somewhat unin teres ting coun try, and afte r a coupl e
of miles en ters the County Of M eath at the village of Clone e
i n which there is li t tl e Of in teres t t o notice . From Clon ee

,

w e con tinue along the main road
,
taking the fi rs t turn t o the

'
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the town of Leixl ip by a very st eep hil l . Before cros s ing the
rai lway wil l b e s een on an adj oini ng eminence , a s t ru cture
bear ing the eu phonious t i tl e of Knockmu lrooney Tower , over
the en trance doo r of which is a s lab with the inscrip t ion Rd .

From the s ummi t O f the hillock , which is

d i ffi cul t of acces s owing to the fenci ng , a fin e vi ew i s Ob ta i ned
of the su rrounding count ry .

Leixli p h as been des cri bed els ewhere , and we proceed home
by the ma in road through Lu can and Chapelizod Or by Lucan
and Clondalkin i f th e sou thern suburbs are t o be. reached .

Dis tan ces from G . P O .

— Cas t leknock
, 59; miles , M u l

hu ddart
,
6%miles Clonee

,
102} miles ; Dunboy ne , 12 miles

Leixlip
,
165; miles ; and back t o G . P O . b y Pa lmers ton and

Chapelizod
,
27 mil es . I f the lower road be takenfrom Lucan

,

i t w i l l add somewhat l es s than a mile to the j ourney .

Authoriti es consul ted — An arti cle on The Phoenix Park
,

it s o r1g in and early His tory by the lat e -M r . C . Litton
Falkiner

,
‘

published i n the Proroe
'

dingr
'

i

of
'

tbe Roya l Irirb

A cademy for 190 1 Rambler Nea r Dubl in Dal to n’s Hi:tory of
rbe County Dubl in Warburton

,
Wh it elaw

i
’

and Walsh’s Hirtory
of Dubl in 7 ournol: o/ tbe Roya l Society 011422242 222222, &c .



CHAPTER XL

THE ENGLISH PALE

FTER the firs t waves Of Anglo—Norman i nvas i on h ad

subs ided . and the n ew s et tle rs h ad s ecu rely es tab
l ished themselves in Dublin , their n ext car e w as t o

set about c l ea ring the nat ives from the coun try immed iat ely
outs ide i t

,
w i th a v i ew to car rying on, without mo l es tat ion ,

the art s O f agri culture and hus bandry upon which the colony
dep ended

‘

for it s food supplies , as i n any emergency the colonis t s
could not coun t upon s peedy su ccour from thei r ki ns folk
acros s the sea ; fo r England w as

,
i n thos e days , t o all in tents

and purpos es , as remo te from Ireland as i s Ameri ca at the

pres en t day .

Towards the clos e O f the reign Of Edward I , the re s eems t o
h ave been a genera l t endency on the p art Of English s e tt lers
throughou t the country to congregat e in the dis tri c t around
Dublin , whi ch then ce b ecame known as The English Land

,

while thos e English w ho res ided outs ide i t were sa id t o b e
“ i n ter Hibernicos

,
i .e.

,
among the I rish . Thi s dis tri c t w as

limi ted , roughly speaking , by the great moun tai n t rac t of
Wi cklow on the south

,
b y the Carlingfo rd and M ourne

M oun tai ns on the north , and b y the VVestmeath shore Of the
Shannon on the Wes t

,
whence the bord er ran by Edender ry

,

Rathangan , and Kilda re t o the Barrow
,
foll owing the course

of tha t river to t h e sea . I t w as not un ti l a full cent ury after
this , tha t the English land became known as

“ The Pal e
,

”

from whi ch period i t showed a genera l t endency to shrinkage
on account Of the encroachment of the nat ives

,
un ti l by 1515

i t included only po rtions of the fou r cou nti es
,
Dublin

,
Kild are

, .

M eath ,
and Uriel (Louth) .
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Abou t the vear 1364 the power O f the Kavanaghs and othe r
native chieft ams had grown to such an extent that the outlying

port ions of the Pa l e h ad t o b e abandoned
,
and the s ett lers

generally h ad t o fal l back from the bord er extend i ng sou thward
by Kildare and Carlow to the sea . Thes e Chieftains exact ed
a t ribut e cal led Black Rent

,

” from the English s et tlers a long

th e borders , guaran t eeing in retu rn , immunity from moles tation
by the Irish ; and this t ax b ecame at las t so i ntolerable an

impos t that an Act w as pas s ed in the 24th year of Henrv VI I I

(153 3) forbidding any further paymen t s of this d escr1p t1on .

That this enactmen t
,
however

,
failed in i ts obj ec t is shown by

t h e complain t of the I rish Counci l in 1599 that the English
subj ect s s t il l paid mos t oppres s ive black rent s .”

'

Wi th the view Of angli cis i ng such I rish as l ived within the
Pale

,
i t w as enact ed in 1465 tha t every I rishman dwelling among

Englishmen
,
i n the Coun ties of Dublin , M eath , Louth and

Kild are
,

“ shal l go l ike to one Englishman in apparel
,
and

shaving off his b eard above the mouth , and shall b e with i n
one year sworn the li ege man Of the King, and shal l take t o
him an English su rname o f one town ,

as Su t ton , Ches ter ,
Trim

,
S crin e

,
Cork

,
Kinsal e ; or colou r , as wh i t e , b lack ,

brown ; or ar t or s ci en ce , as smith or carpen ter ; or Office
as cook , butle r, &c . ,

and he and h is i s su e shal l u se this name
under pai n of fo rfei t ing his good s yearly .

”

By an Act of a Parliament held at Drogheda in 1488 , the

boundary o f the Counties (Dubli n , M eath ,
Kildare

,
and Uriel

o r Louth ) , cons ti tu ti ng the Pal e , is defin ed as extending
“ from M erri on inclu sive to the wa ters of the Dodder b y the
new ditch to Saggard , Rathcoole , Kilh eel [Kilt eel], Rathmore ,
and Bal lymore [Eus tace] ; thence to the County O f Kildare ,

'

in to Bally cu t lan , Harris t own
, and Naas

,
and so , thence to

Clane , Kilboyne , and Kilcock
,
i n su ch manner that the

towns of Dalkey
,
Carrickb rennan [M onks town] , Newtown

[Blackrock] , Roches town , Clonken ,
Smethistow n ,

Ballybo t eer

[Booters town] , with Thorncast le [between Boo ters town
and Blackrock] and Bullo ck

,
were in Dublin Shire .

” This
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to M au nd evillest ow n
,
by Wes t Ardee , and so , to the wa ter

o f Dundugan ,
and so

,
as that wate r goeth to the sea .

”

So far, there appears t o have been no fence or boundary to
mark the limi t s of the Pa le , bu t i n 1494, at a Parliament con
v ened at Drogheda by S ir Edward Poynings

,
the autho r of the

famous Poynings ’ Law ,

”
an ac t w as pas sed fo r the cons t ruct ion

and mai n tenan ce Of a great doubl e dit ch or rampar t
,
around

the whole dis t ri ct . This Act ran as fol lows As the

marches of fou r shi res l i e Open and not fensib le i n fas tn ess
O f dit ches and cas t les , by which I rishmen do great hurt in
preying the same ; It Is enacted that every i nhab itant ,
earth ti ller

,
and Occupi er in sai d ma

'rches In the Coun'ty
Of Dublin

,
from the wat er of Anlif’fey t o the mountai n in

Kildare , from the wate r Anliffey t o Trim ,
and so

,
forth to

M eath and Uriell
,
as said marches are made and limi ted by

the Act of Parliament held by Wi l liam Bishop of h feath ,

do build and make a doub le d i tch Of six fee t high above
ground at one s ide or part which mireth next unto I rishmen ,
betwixt this and th e next Lammas , and the sa id di tches t o b e
kept up and repai red so long as they shall o ccupy said land ,
und er pai n of 4os . ; the lord Of said lands t o allow the Old
rent Of said lands to the bu ilder for one year , under sai d
penal ty .

”

In 1537 , Jus ti ce Du t t rell r efers t o the Pa le as extending
from Dubli n t o Ta llaght , and so

,
by the mounta in foo t i nto

Oughterard, and thence in to St . Wo lstan
’
s [near Celb ridge]

and t o Leixlip , and thence to th e Barony of Dunboy ne ,
Rathangan

,
and so

,
as the highway extend eth thence t o Trim

unto Athboy
, and - from Athboy t o Ardb raccan, and from

Ardb raccan to Slane , and from Slan e to M ellifon t and t o

Drogheda
,
and so

,
as the sea ext endeth t o Dublin .

” This
shows .a consid erable sh rinkage as compar ed with - th e limi ts
d efine d by the Act of 1488 .

I n the 34th year of Henry VI I I . (1543) th e vexed qu es t ion
o f the boundari es of the Pa l e w as aga in the subj ec t Of an e nac t
ment

,
by which i t w as lai d down that “ The English Pa le
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dot h st ret ch e and extend from the town Of Dundalk t o the
town of Derver [Darver] t o th e t own of Ardee , a lways on the
left s ide

,
leavi ng th e march on the right s ide , and s o , to the

town O f Sydan ,
t o the t own -of Kenlis [Kel ls] t o the town

O f Dengle [Dangan] to Kilcocke t o the .t own Of Clan e , t o
the town Of Naa s

,
t o the b ridge -Of ‘Kilcu llen , to the town

o f Balimore [Eustace] , and so
,
backward to the town of

Ramore [Rathmore] , and so ,
t o the town of Rath cou le, t o the

town of Tallaght
, and t o the town Of Dalkey , l eaving a lways

the marche on the right hand from the sai de Dundalk ,
following the saide cou rs e to the sa ide t own Of Dalkey .

”

This enactment s eems to have been a mere as s e rt ion of

authori ty on the par t Of the Government , as at the time large
portions of the dis tric t on the s outh , adj oi ning the mounta ins ,
were prac ti cally i n p os s es s ion Of the I rish .

The lands immediat ely ou ts id e the Pa le cons t i tu ted a s o r t
of neu tral grou nd

,
s uch as we nowadays cal l a hint erland ,

”

and were known as the M arch lands or the M arches . Thes e
d i s t ric ts were o ccup ied s ometimes by English and s ometimes
b y Anglo-I ri sh, bu t almos t i nvar iably by old s oldiers and

men accus tomed to the us e of arms
,
and being the s c ene of

unceas ing ra id s and gueri l la warfar e
,
were genera lly i n a was t e

and des er t condi ti on . The M a rches are s ometimes refer red
t o i n old records as the land of w ar,

”
and th e conditions of

li fe the re c los ely res embled thos e i n former t imes exis ti ng on

the Scottish border .

The favouri t e ambi tion of Richard I I . w as t o drive the I ris h
ou t of Leins t e r , and i n thi s h e would probably have suc ceed ed
but for two grea t natura l obs tacles . One of thes e w as the

d angerous and impenetrabl e dis tri c t now known as the Bog
of Allen , a t tha t t ime partly covered by primeval fores t , and

hel d by the O ’

Connors , Pri nces Of Offaly .

~

The othe r w as the
w i l d mountainous t rac t extending for over for ty mi les s outh
and s ou th-wes t of Dublin

,
and over twenty miles i n width ,

w hi ch remai ned unsubj ugat ed and even u nexplo red by the
English up t o comparatively recent times . In to n eithe r Of



432 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF DUBLIN

thes e dis tric ts durs t the armoured and mai l— clad Anglo-Norman
troops ven tu re

,
as thei r elabora t e and cumbersome equipmen t

would only prove thei r u ndoing
,
and fac il i ta te thei r des truc tio n

by the agile and l igh t-footed I ri sh kerne
,
who were as much

a t home in thes e t rackles s fores ts and t reacherou s sw amps a s

the s nip e and the w oodcock that inhabi t ed them . For

cen tu ries af terwa rds
,
thes e two dis t ri ct s defied all efforts at

conques t
,
and in the cas e O f Wi cklow,

it may i ndeed be sai d
tha t the long s t ruggle ended only 100 years ago, after the con
s truc ti on of the M i li tary roads , and the erection O f bar racks
a t G l encre e

,
Drumgoff , and Au gh avanagh .

How the English coloni s ts , looking forth from the bat tl emen ts
of thei r wal l-gir t c i ty a t the neighbouring mou ntai ns , mus t have
fumed and fret ted at th es e natural Obs tacl es to thei r dominion ,
i s i ndica ted by th e querulous l e t ter of Si r George Carew in
1590, in which h e s tat es that thos e tha t dwell even in th e

s ight Of the smoke o f Dubl in are not sub j ec t t o the laws .”

Campion thus sp eaks Of the Pal e i n his His tory 0/ Irolanal

An Ol d dis t in ct ion there i s of I reland into I rish
and English P a l es for when the Iri sh h ad rai s ed cont inu al
tumult s agai n s t the English plan ted heere with the Conques t ,
a t las t they co urs ed them into a narrow ci rcuit e of cer tai n
shi res in LeInst er

,
whi ch the English d id choos e as the fattes t

s oyle
,
mos t d efens ib l e thei r p roper righ t , and mos t op en t o

r eceive help e from England . Hereupon i t w as t ermed
thei r Pa l e as whereou t they durs t no t peepe . Bu t now
both w i thin thi s Pa l e , uncivill I rish and s ome reb el l s do dwell

,

and wi thou t i t count reyes and c i ti es Engli sh are well
governed .

”

Gerard Boa t e i n hi s Na tura l Hit tory of Ireland (1652) make s
the following int eres ti ng allus i on t o the Pal e

,
enti rely , of

cours e
,
from the colon is t ’s poin t Of Vi ew “ There is yet

another d ivi s ion of I reland whereby the w hole land is divided
i nto tw o par ts , th e Engl ish Pal e and the land of the mere
I ri sh . The English Pa l e comp reh endeth only fou r cou nties ,
one whereof i s in Uls t er -viz .

,
Louth

,
and the other th ree
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them ou t Of I reland . (A typica l example of an English
wri ter o f the period on I rish mat te rs .)
Of the double-ditch cons t ruct ed in pursuance of the Ac t o f

Poynings ’ Parl iament i n 1494, s ome portions s t i ll remain or

rema in ed t il l r ecen tly
,
that from M err ion in clus ive to the

water O f the Dodder
, h avi ng been doub tles s the Old double

d i tch and pa thway running through the fields s outh Of Ayles
bu ry road , from Old M erri on Churchyard to Seaview Terrace
near Anglesea Bridge over the Dodder . This w as the route
taken by the Co rporat ion in anci en t t imes , when riding the
franchis es or boundaries of thei r municipal j u risdiction , w hich ,
natu ral ly enough

,
were

,
in the neighbourhood o f the c ity

,

coincid en t with the limits of the Pa l e . Alth ough this anci en t
pas sage h as now been clos ed fo r many years pa s t , and i ts original
meari ng is n early all l evel led

,
i t s cou rs e can s t il l b e t raced from

S eaview Terrace down to Nutley Lane . I ndi cations O f i t
are agai n d is cernible i n the ground s Of Nu tley , b ehi nd the
bou ndary wal l O f S t . M ary’s Asylum until i t j oins the lane
lead ing by Old M errion Churchyard

,
ou t on the Rock Road .

At this point s tood M erri on Cas t le
,
the anci en t s tronghold Of

the Fi t zwilliams
,
w ho ,

as t errito rial proprietors , w ere r el ied
upon to keep i nviolat e this porti on of the English s e ttle
ment agai ns t the in cursi ons of the mountain t ri bes , fo r w hich
reas on probably this place w as s elected as su i table for the
commencemen t O f the rampar t of the Pa l e .

From where Angles ea Bridge now s tands , the water of the
Dodder

,

” probably fo rmed the boundary as far as Firhous e
or Oldbawn , above which i t would have been perilously clos e
t o the mountain s . Of the new d i t ch which ran to Saggart

,

Rathcoole
,
and on to Ba llymore Eustace

,
and which may have

b een an earthwork con s t ru ct ed at an earli er period for the
same purpose

,
I am no t awa re Of any portion now surviving,

nor Of any t race of the rampart Of 1494, until we come to
Clane

,
where a port ion commences abou t half a mile no rth

eas t O f the vil lage
,
running northward for hal f a mile un ti l i t

is los t in the lawn Of Clongow es Wood College . I t re-appears
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j u s t bes ide the College farmhou s e , immediately north O f
the mai n build ings , and conti nu es fo r abou t a quart er of a mile
northward, almos t reaching the by-road tha t l ead s t o Rath
c offey House . A furthe r po rtion may b e s een about three
miles no rth of the Coll ege

,
t o the right of th e road to Kil cock

,

conti nuing fo r over a q ua rte r of a mile , and fo rming porti on

The Ramp art of the Pa le at Clongow es \Vood .

O f the boundary d ividing the parish es of Clane and Ki l cock.
All thes e portions r etain thei r origi na l d imens ion s , and although
t he rampart mus t h ave presen ted bu t a t ri fl i ng Obs tac le to the
Irish , who were d es crib ed as b eing so swi ft Of foo t

,
that like

unto S tags they ran ove r mountain s and va lleys
,

” yet i t
mus t have afforded a valuabl e p rotection to the s e ttl ers aga i ns t
ca ttle raids , w hich formed the p rincipa l motive of mos t of the
I rish incu rs ions in to the Pale .

The respons ib ili ty for the ma in t enance and repai ring Of this

g reat earthwork devolved upon the Wardens of the M arches
,
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the s tern reali ti es Of whos e li fe are vivid ly depi cted i n a the
s pi ri t ed reply of Gar ret

,
Earl of Kildare , Lord Depu ty, to

charges p referred agai ns t him i n 1524 by Cardina l Wolsey
As touching my ki ngdom (my lord)

“ I would you and -I

h ad exchange kingdomes bu t for one moneth ,
I would t ru s t

to gather up more crummes i n that space than twi ce the
revenues of my poor earldome but you are well and warme

,

and so hold you ,
and u pb raide me not with such an odious

st orme . I sleep e i n a cab bin when you lye soft i n your b ed
of down e ; I s erve under the cop e of heaven

,
when you

are s erved under a canopy ;
fi

I drinke
"

wat er ou t of a skull

[helmet] , when you drink [win e] out of gold en cu p p es ;

my cou rs er 1s t raIned to the field, when you r j enn et is taught
to amble ; when you are b egraced and b elorded ,

and crow ch ed ,

and kneeled unto
,
then I finde small grac e with ou r I rish

borderers
,
except I cut them o ff by the knees .”

I t is poss ib le that along the lin e O f border defined by th e

S tatu t e of 1488 , there may s ti l l rema in many other portions
of the Rampa r t b es ides thos e des cribed herei n , and i t i s t o
be hoped that the mat te r wil l b e fu rth er investigat ed by
persons living i n the s everal loca l i ti es .
I n the prepara tion of this chapt er valuable informat i on h as

b een d erived from the following arti cles in Tba 7 0nrna lr of
tbe County Kilda re Arrbe ologica l Society

— viz The Rampar t
of the Pa le

,
by the Rev . M . Devi t t , S.J .

, in Vol . I I I . Th e

Pa l e
,

” by the late Rev . Denis M urphy
, S.J .

, i n Vol . I I .
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ou t of all proportion to any reasonabl e es timat e of the t raffi c
,

canals twi ce the width of thos e cons t ru cted els ewhe re
,
boats

to match , un iforms for th e offic ers , and so much money lavished
ori bridges , aqueducts , cu lverts , and o ther in cidenta l works

,

that the capital w as spen t long before the conclusion of th e

u nd e rtaking .

The Grand Canal w as commenced in 1755, and i n 1807

the depo t for pas s enger t raffic w as es tablished at Porto bello
,

where a palat ial hot el— now a hospi tal— w as erected for the
thousands of pas s engers , w ho

, i t w as anticipated
,
would b e

cons tan tly going and r eturn ing by the boat s ; while James
’
s

S treet Harbour w as as now
,
the headq uart ers of the Company

and the goods t raffi c . At the Bog of Al len this canal d ivides
into tw o branches

,
one go ing to the Barrow at Athy

, and the
other to the Shannon nea r Banagher . Near Sal li ns i t cross es
the Liffey by the Leins ter Aqueduct , which w as cons tructed
a t a cos t o f
Some fo rty years later

,
work w as commenced on the Roya l

Canal
,
which w as r eally an Offspri ng of the other

,
originati ng

in a d ispu te among the di recto rs . Both canals were rather
unfortunat e at thei r in ception , having b een , as s tated

,
con

s tru cted on t oo expe ns ive a scal e for the amoun t of t raffi c .

One of the mos t costly i tems in conn ection wi th the Royal
Can al w as the great aqueduct over the valley of the Rye Wat er
at Leixlip , which cos t no les s than and by the time

the canal h ad reached Kilcock , only 20 mil es from Dublin
,

about
J£200 ,

000 h ad been spen t ! M ore capi tal h ad then to b e
rai s ed

,
and , as i n the cas e of the Grand Canal , the difficu lty

of paying in teres t on the t otal amount drove the directors
to levy ing toll s so high as to cons titu t e a s eve re check upon th e
commercia l s u cces s o f the undertaking .

The following des cript ion by the Rev . Caesar Otway in 18 39

s ets forth the facts with the common sens e and b reezy humou r
which charact eris e hi s wri t ings

Rising ou t of Leixl ip the road leaves the lin e of the Liffey
and runs para ll el t o the small s t ream of the Rye Water,
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over which is thrown
,
at an immens e expense , the larges t

aq ueduct in I reland , cons t ruc ted by the Royal Canal Com
pany

,
a sp eculat ion got up by an angry capita li s t to riva l

the Grand Canal Company
,
from whos e di re cti on he h ad

reti red i n disgus t
, and whos e vanity and piqu e w as the

cau s e of this great absurdi ty
,
and of los s and bankruptcy

to thousands . I t i s said that the enormous cos t of thi s
aqueduc t w as gone to i n complimen t t o the lat e Duke of

Leins te r
,
w ho desi red that the canal shou ld pa s s by bi;

town of M aynoo th ; i t certainlv would have been more
advantageous to the commerce of the ki ngdom and the

Passenger Boat in Po rtobe l lo Harbou r .

(F rom The Pictu re p f Du bl in.

prosp eri ty of the company h ad they no t deflected here to the
south

,
but rather kep t northward through the plain s of

M eath
,
mad e Lough Sh eelan i ns tead of Lough Ow el

,
thei r

summit level
, and met the Shannon more towards it s s ou rc e ,

rathe r than run thei r lin e paral l el , as i t now does
,
at only

a few mil es dis tance from the Grand Canal
,
each s tarvi ng

and i nt erfering with the o ther , and act ing lik e two rival
shopkeepers

,
who i ns t ead o f s e t ti ng up at remote dis t ri cts

of the town
,
frown bal efu l ly at each other from oppos it e

si des of the same s treet .

”

A copy of the t ime-table of the boats , with rules and regula
t ions for pass engers , is su ed by the Grand Cana l Company
a bou t the beginning of the las t cen tu ry , affords in t eres t ing
and amusing reading . From i t we learn that three boat s
pli ed each w ay dai ly betw een Dublin and Tullamore

,
that the
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s p eed averaged between three “

and fou r miles an hour, and

-that the fares were 10s . 10d . Ist cabin , and 5s . Irsd . and cabin ,
with p roporti onate charges for i n termed iate dis tances . M eals
w ere _

'

servéd on board i n very homely fashion , the d i nner
~ almost . 1nvariab ly c ons is t ing "

of boiled mutton and turnips ,
and the charges set . ou t

”

i n the t ime -table are as follows

FIRST CABIN.

“

Breakfas t
,
in cluding eggs

Dinner
,
with small . beer

Port
-

er
, p er

‘

bot t le

Cyd er
Pin t

”

o f port
Do . sherry
Do . clare t

Roas t d ishes never figured on the menu , as there“

Was no
means o f roas t ing on board , and th e mea t dinner w as s e rved
up every d ay i n the week , Fridays in cluded , whether th e

pas s engers compri s ed pri es t s
,
pars ons , Pro tes tants , Catholi cs ,

or vegeta rians . No W in e w as sold to pas s engers i n the s econd
cabin , and th e charges fo r meals there we re somewhat lower .

The odd amounts charged both for fares and meal s are

explain ed by the fact that they are the equ ivalen ts in I rish
cu rrency

'

fo r even amounts i n English money .

The maximum number of pas s engers w as 45 Ist clas s and

35 and clas s , and should any persons above that number
force thems elves i nto the boat , the boat-ma s t e r i s no t on
any accoun t t o pro ceed until they are removed .

”

Thes e pas s enger boat s were cons tructed somewha t li ke the
conven tiona l Noah’s Ark

,
but much longer i n proportion .

The cabin extend ed n early the w hole length o f the vess el
,
and

w as divid ed i n to two parts
,
Ist and 2nd clas s , each having two

rows of s eat s with a table between
,
on which meals were s erved

and games were played b y th e pass engers . The roof of the
cabin w as flat so as to form a deck

,
w hich , being ra i l ed around
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clas s
,
No s ervan t in l ivery is to be admit ted

,

” Nor is any

s econd-clas s pa s s enger t o b e admitted on deck on pai n of

paying as for fi rs t cabi n . To preven t any in t erference
with the navigat ion of the boa t

,
I t 'i s requ es ted that no person

will s tand on t h e deck so as t o in t ercep t the vi ew of the

helmsman
,

”
and i t w as furthe r lai d down that there w as

to b e No gaming on Sundays under penal ty on the boat
mas t er of two guin eas for each offence — a rather cu rious

method
,
i t mav b e ob s erved , of pun ishing o ffenders .

Pas s engers who became refract ory either from drink or o th er
cause , and refu s ed to conform to the regu la tions , were frequently
put asho re by the boat ’s o ffice rs , or

,
as we say nowadays ,

marooned
,
and there l eft to the mercy of the nativ es , to make

the b es t t erms they could wi th them til l the arrival of the
next boat .
The rule

,
No sp i ri t , mixt or plain , to b e sold on board ,

w as on the whole a wi s e one when we consider how limi ted
w as the accommodat ion , and how uncomfortabl e even one

i n toxi cated pas s enger could make all the res t i n the small

cabins .
Thes e great w at erw avs i n t ime b ecame a favouri t e mode of

t ravell i ng to the large r towns i n the i n t erio r of the coun try

al though no t to a suffici ent exten t to make them a commercial

su cces s
,
and gen era l t raffi c became much extended by means

of coaches , caravans , and other conveyances i n connection
with th e boa t s ervic e .

Notwi ths tanding the fact that i n i t s earli er s tage this means
of conveyance w as s low

,
many people much preferred th e canal

boat w i th i ts S tat e cabin and pleasant deck , to the dus ty,
ho t

,
and j ol ting s tage coach ,

with it s clo s ely-packed “
six

i nsides ; and the canal b oat h ad the addi tional advan tage
that i f one got t i red of s i t ting, i t w as a lways pos sible to get
ou t and walk . Ind eed

,
i f the Companies ’ advertis ements

were t o b e b elieved
,
the advan tages of this mod e of locomotion

wer e numerou s and s urpas s i ng . The facil i t i es for viewing
th e count ry were great er , a l th ough , t ruth to tell , canal s cen ery
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is not gen erally of an exci ti ng charac ter . Then the pas s enge rs
were no t delay ed for thei r meals , and , in addi tion . the travelli ng
w as su re to be s oo thing to the n erves

,
the motion being nearly

as impercep tible as the progress ; while the leisu rely rat e of

Speed afforded such Opportuni ti es fo r obs ervat ion as to make
the j ourney as pleasant as a walk among t h e meadow s and green
pas tu res through which the canal pas s ed . Final ly

,
i t w as

set forth as an overwhelming advan tage over land t ravelli ng ,
that the pas s engers were safe from moles tat ion by robbers !
This appears to have actually b een the cas e

,
a l though why ,

i t i s no t now easy to explain
,
and when one cons iders t h e

number of well-to-do pa s s engers
,
who mus t have carried

money and valuables wi th them
,
i t s eems su rpris i ng that this

method of t ravelli ng did no t bring into exis t ence a sp ecia lis ed
vari ety of pi rates to prey on the canal t raffi c . There are

numerou s part s o f both cana ls
,
far removed from hous es o r

lo cks
,
where fou r or five d et ermined men might eas ily have

held Up a boat
,
and afte r l eisu rely p lunderi ng the pass engers ,

mad e thei r es cape wi thou t diffi cu l ty . I n the boardroom
of the Grand Canal Company are s ti l l p res erved

,
as i n t eres t ing

reli c s of the pas t , a number of fine blunderbuss es and heavy
pat t ern pis tols with which the o ffice rs of thes e boat s w ere armed
to repel any p red atory a ttacks by land or wat er .
I n the cours e of years a demand havi ng aris en for more

exped i ti ous t ravelli ng, the compani es designed a new pat t ern
o f boa t call ed a

“
fly

-boa t
,

” l ightly bui lt and shee ted with
i ron ,

very narrow
,
and towed by three or fou r hors es ga lloping

at the ra t e o f nine mi les an hour . I n M r . and M rs . Hall’s
Ireland (1845) such a boat is des cribed , bu t i t is s tated that
i t w as by no means a pl easant kind of conveyance

,
as on a ccount

of i t s nar rownes s the pas s engers were pai nfully cramped i ns ide .

This i s the experien ce of many old peopl e , s til l a l ive
,
w ho

t ravell ed i n thes e fly-boat s , and who say tha t comfort w as

t o a grea t exten t sacri ficed to Speed . Furthermore
,
i t w as

found imposs i bl e t o provid e accommod ati on fo r cooki ng on

board , and sho rt i nt erval s h ad to b e a llowed at the companies ’
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ho tels for the neces sary mea ls , wh i le, owing to the narrowness
o f this type of boat

,
there w as no deck over the cabin

,
as the

weight —o i pas s engers there wou ld have rendered i t top-heavy .

Dr . James Johns ton
,
an obs ervan t English vis i to r, in his

Tour in Ireland desc rib es the bu sy s cen e at Portob ell o
b etween 6 and 7 o

’clock on a summer’s morning
, p as s engers

of all des crip ti ons , w i th thei r luggage con s tantly a rrivi ng on

foot and on . veh icles at the harbou r . Th l S w ri ter s tat es that
i n fin e weather p as s engers sat on the rai led deck over the cabin

,

bu t on pass i ng a lo ck
,
all hands h ad t o b e s en t below,

and the
d oors clos ed

,
to p reven t the spray from coming in,

whi l e a

cas cade of wa t er s plash ed a ll ove r the forecas t le
,
and he adds

that “ the d res s of the pos ti llions
,
the measu red can ter or

gallop o f the hors es
,
the vib rations o f the rope , th e swell

that preced es the boat
,
and the - d exter i ty wi th whi ch the

men and hors es dive under th e arches of the b ridges , withou t
fo r a moment slackening thei r pac e , al l produce a very curi ous
a nd pi ctures qu e s cene such as I have never s een equa lled in
Holl and ‘on any of i t s canals . ”

The following advertis ement from The SZz
’

go 7 02177 2511 a ffo rd s
an in t eres t i ng glimps e of eXp ed itiou s t ravel li ng in the y ear
18 2 3

“ Roya l Cana l . — Cheap
,
s ecur e

,
and expedi ti ous t ravelli ng

t o and from Dubli n t o S ligo . A boat will l eave Dubli n
eve ry d ay at three o ’cl ock p .m .

,
and arrive at Tenelie (or

39th lo ck) a t nine o’clock the following morni ng
,
whence

a mos t comfortab le caravan s tart s and a rr ives in Boyle tha t
evening at 5, pas s i ng through Longford , Rou skey,

Drumsna
,

nd Carri ck-on- Shannon . The fol lowing morning a car

will l eave Boyle for Sligo and r eturn to Boyle the day aft er .
The fa res of the boa t , caravan , and car from Dubli n t o Slig ’o

,

a d i s tan ce of 110 mil es (I r ish) , is only s i xt een shillings .
That this mode of t ravelling w as actu al ly considered

thoroughly sa t is factory is shown by the following interes ting
e xtrac ts from Wa rbu rton

,
Whit elaw and Wa lsh’s Hz

'

rtory of
Dubl in (18 18) The many advantages

,
comforts and con
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at the bow
,
while three others

,
probably offi ce rs , as one of them

holding the tiller
,
are repres ented i n consu l tati on at the

Timetab le of Cana l B oats

(Abou t

s te rn . I t cannot b e any anxi ety abou t the wea ther which
engages the a tt en ti on of thes e mari ners , as the appearance
o f the sky and d i s tan ce would i nd i cate th a t the good sh i p w as
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g oing to have a calm voyage
,
so we may as s ume tha t they are

b eguiling the time by Spi nni ng the usua l yarns accredi ted to
t he nau ti ca l p rofess i on .

I t wil l b e no ti ced that the r e is an unin terrup ted vi ew of the
mountai ns from the cana l bank

,
and that a ll the surroundi ngs

w hich are now so well buil t over , are repres en ted as qu ite rura l
,

the only building coming into the V i ew being a hous e b es ide
the bridge

,
apparent ly connected with the traffic . A lordly

individua l cant ers pas t on hors eback , heading fo r town , whi le
a pedes t rian placidly con templat es the i nsp iri ng s cen e from the
oppos i te bank .

A map of the cana l sys tem to the Barrow is given u ndern eath
,

t ogether with the dis tances
,
the hou rs of arriva l at

,
and departu re

f r om the s evera l s tati ons
,
and the fares for the s tat e cabi n

and and cabin . I t will b e s een on referri ng t o thes e particulars ,
t hat the rate of Speed

,
i n some cas es

,
works ou t at l es s than

t hree miles an hour . I n this mat t er , however , there w as a

s t eady improvement as the years rolled on
,
un ti l by the es ta b

1ishment of the fly-boat s , a speed of nearly nin e miles an hou r
w as a t tai ned .

I n connect ion with the elms along the banks , shown i n the
illus trati on as qui t e j uveni le

,
and s t i ll su rvivi ng , though thei r

r anks are now much gapped and a t tenu ated , i t may b e men
t ioned that thes e t rees were origi nally plan ted al ong the cana ls
n ear Dubli n with the obj ect of providing a supply of t imber
t o renew the c ity wat er-pipes as they became decayed . Long
:b efore i t b ecame n ecessary to make u s e of them , however ,
w ooden water-pipes h ad everyw here b ecome supers eded by
thos e of earthenware o r i ron , and con sequently mos t of thes e
t rees have been allowed to l ive to a hoary old age . The grea t

s torm of February , 1903 , laid many a veteran among them low
,

and t o reduce the risk of any fu rther obs truction to the t raffi c ,
a number of the survivors have been lopped to such an exten t
a s cons ide rably to reduce thei r dimensions .
The superses s io n of the hors e by mechani ca l t ract io n— a

p rocess in s t eady progress all over the civili zed world— h as
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commenced on the Grand Canal , and at t he pres ent t ime the:
Company have five boa ts propell ed by 15 h p .

“ Bolinder ”

in ternal combust ion engines
,
while i t i s expected that i n th e

co urse of a few months the number will b e cons ide rably
increased . As their i nt roduct ion h as so far proved a succes s ,
both as r egard s cos t of working and e conomy of t ime

,
and as a

Speed
,
i n clu s ive of s toppages

,

'

oi about four miles an hou r with
a full cargo can b e ob ta i ned

,
i t i s highly probable tha t the

p resen t generation will s ee the las t of the hors e on this s ervi ce .

As th e ra ilway sys tem gradually ext ended through the

country
,
pas s enger t raffi c on the canals d ecreas ed ; now one

d is tri c t and then ano ther w as tapped by the rai lways , un ti l
b y the midd le of the las t century n early all the pas s enger
boats had c eas ed ply i ng , and fo r years a ft erwards they were t o
be s een lying n eglected and forgot ten in th e docks , thei r on ce
trim d ecks and cosy cabins dis colou red from age and decay .

Wha tever thei r u lt imat e fa te— a nd l et us hope i t w as a kind ly
one— they formed a mos t in teres ting link b etween the good
old go

-as—you -pleas e t imes
,
and the modern age of hurry and

bustl e, when , in s tead of b eing sat i sfied with sixty miles in a

day, people are b eginni ng to grumble a t s ixty miles an hour .

Th es e long tedious j ourney s were no t withou t some coun ter ;

balancing advan tages , for they afford ed opportuni ties fo r
obs erva tion of and a cqua i n tance with

,
one’s fellow— p as s engers ,

no t poss ibl e i n mod ern conveyances , and many a f ri endship
thu s formed

,
long survived the mann er and the means of i t s.

o rigin .

Pea ce to you r t imbers
,
ye qu ain t old boat s — ye were the very

embod imen t of the times to whi ch ye belonged —

ye kn ew
not the s torm nor the s tres s of mod ernli fe , the feverish hu rry
o f ou r presen t-d ay exis t en ce ; and i f we now in our vaunted
superiority feel d is pos ed to laugh at your primi tive d esign and
l ei surely progres s le t u s paus e and cons ide r whether we are

aft er all , so much the be tt er and so much the happier for th e
improvement s in travel and commu

i

nication
i

w ith which the:
presen t s ci ent i fic age has provided us .
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and two 18 pounders . Accordingly
,
i n S ep t emb er

,
a B ri t ish

s quadron of three ships of the l i n e and two friga t es went t o
the a s s i s tance of th e i nsurgent s

,
and the two friga t es wer e

order ed to captur e thi s tower . After a compa ra t iv ely shor t
b omba rdment i t w a s ab andoned by it s l i t t l e ga rri s on and

occupied by the B ri t i sh . S ome shor t t ime a ft erw a rd s
,
th e

French recaptured i t
,
and profi t ing by thei r previou s ex~

p erience, con s iderably s t r engthened it s defences and a rma~

ment .
i

I n th e followmg ,yea r, 1794, a further a t t emp t ‘

w a s made
by the B ri t i sh t o

_

Su pp ort the Corsman i n s u rgents: On th e

7 th Feb ruary, a pa r ty of t roops w a s . la nded and a

det ermined a t ta ck made on the t ower nex t day . S imul
t aneouSly with the a t ta ck by la nd

,
two s hip s

,
the F ortitude

and t h e j une, bomba rded i t for two and a ha l f h ours,
without effec t

,
and then re ti red

,
the F ortitude b eing on

fire and having 62 men k i l l ed and wounded . The shore
b a t teri e s cont inu ed the a t ta ck

,
bu t thei r fi re w a s equa ll y

un su cc e s s ful unt i l a t l engt h red-hot ba l ls were t ri ed , one of

which set fi re t o the b a s s j unk with whi ch the mas s i v e
pa rapet wa s hea vi ly l ined

,
and the ga rri son of 3 3 men then

s u rrendered . The captors were much surprised to find ‘

tha t

the a rmament con s i s t ed of only three p i eces— tw o 18 pounder s
and one 6p ou nd erf

At thi s period a ll Engla nd w a s i n cons ta nt apprehens i o n
of an i nva s i on by th e French

,
and the rema rk abl e defen ce

offered i n this ca s e by so sma l l and l ightly a rmed a ga rr ison
,

grea tly impre s s ed the mil i ta ry a uthori t i e s with the suit a bil i t y
of s u ch towers for coa s ta l defence . Accordingly

,
we

’

find
Ma rt ello t ower s

_

being buil t i n grea t numbers a long the
shores of England

,
e sp ec ia ll y the south and ea s t coa

'

st s ,
where whol e s t re tches a re s tudded wi th them a t short i nt e r
val s . Thei r er ec ti on w a s Strongly denounced by Cobbet t
and o ther s a t the t ime

,
a s unj us t ifia bl e ex tra vagance . They

are nea rly a ll of the s ame type
,
cons i s t i ng of solid ma son ry

wi th va ulted rooms for th e ga rri s on , an ammuni tion s tore.
undernea th

,
and a pla tform on the t op fer one or tw o or

even three guns fi ri ng ove r a low pa rapet . The entranc e
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w a s u su a l ly by a door a bou t 18 o r 20 fe e t from the ground
,

a c c ess t o which w a s ob ta i n ed by a movabl e l adder .

Simila r t owers were s ub s equ en tly erec t ed by Au s t ria on

the shores o f th e Adria t i c
,
and were ca l l ed Ma ximilia n tower s .

Mort ella i n Italian mea ns myrtl e which grows
a bu nda ntl y on Cape Mortella and origina t ed it s name .

Ma r t elld Tower is u sed occa s iona l ly by cont empora ry
wri t ers i n a figura t i ve s en s e

,
t o s igni fy a po s i t i on of grea t

s t rength o r s ecu ri ty i n any pol i t i ca l o r publ i c qu e s ti on .

The Encyclop e dia B ritannica (t i th Edi tion). from wh i ch
the d e ta i ls of the a bove a c tion ha ve b een ob ta ined

,
de riv es

th e ‘

name
,
a s s ta t ed

,
from Cape Mort ella

,
and on this point.

mos t a u thor it i es agree . A few
,
how ever

,
gi ve the deri va t i on

a s being from th e I ta l ia n ma r t ell o
,

”
a

“hammer
,
b ecau s e

,
it

is a l l eged, such towers were o rigi na l l y eq uipp ed with a b ell
,

wh i ch w a s st ruck with a hammer on the approa ch of.

'

an

enemy .
~Defen s i ve tower s were erect ed on the coa s t of

S ou thern I ta ly o t th e clo s e of the 18 th centu ry , and
,
it is

‘

st a ted
,
were cal l ed “ Torri di Ma r tel lo

,
bu t w h eth er th is

name
,
i f a uthent i c

,
w a s adop ted from the Engl i sh

,
or t he :

Engl ish from the I ta l ian
,
is no t now ea sy t o dete rmine .



CHAPTER XLIII

THE OLD CITY WATER SUPPLY

ARLY coloni s ts la nding a t the mouth of th e Liffey
,

would na tu ra ll y s elec t a s thei r headqua r ters , th e
highe s t poin t tha t ros e above the la s t p la c e where

the ri v er w a s forda ble
,
before i t j oins the sea . Such a

po s i t ion would mea n sa fety and su ppo rt combined wi th
fa ci li ty of offence or defence . Wha t is now k nown as Cork
Hill fulfi ll ed thes e condi tions , and there is good rea son to
s uppos e tha t on this s i t e ros e the primit iv e s t ronghold th a t
i n tim e became the nucl eu s of B a i l e-Atha -Clia th— the a nc i en t
town-of— the-hu rd l e-ford .

Almos t the fi rs t ca re of the colon i s ts would b e t o s ecu re
an a bunda n t supply of wa t er . The Liffey w a s cl os e a t h a nd ,
bu t ow i ng t o flood s and other cau ses w a s unsui ta bl e ; and

so i t came a bou t tha t it s t ributa ry, the Poddle , a cl ea r s t ream
r i s ing a t th e foot of the Ta l laght hi l ls , b ecame a t an ea rly
d a t e th e s ou rc e of the ci t i zens ’ wa t e r supply . This a r range
men t suffic ed down t o a bou t th e yea r 1200

,
when the c i ty

h a d grown t o such an ex t en t tha t i t b ecame necess a ry to
s eek s ome a dd i t iona l sou rc e . Accordingly

,
i n 1244, Mau ri c e

Fi tzgera ld
,
J us t i c ia ry of I reland

,
ordered an I nqui s i t i on to

be held for tha t pu rpos e . As a r esul t
,
i t w a s determined to

s upplemen t the wa t ers of the Poddl e by cons t ruc t ing a

wa t ercou rs e t o i t from the Dodde r . Thi s wa t ercou rs e
,
s til l

i n exi s t ence and ma i n ta i n ed
,
s ta r ts from a wei r a t Fi rhouse

,

flows a c ro s s the fields and under the Ta l laght road
,
thence

by the old chu rchya rd a t Templeogu e
,
through the ground s

of Templeogu e Hou s e
,
then flowing northwa rd

,
j o i ns the

Podd l e a t a s l ightly lower l evel
,
a bou t mil e north of Moun t

Dow n Hou s e nea r Whi teha l l c ross- roads . From this poi n t
the u ni t ed s t ream s flow by Kimmage c ross-roads to La rk field
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da t ing th e low lying pa rts of th e Lib er ti es , and even invading
‘ the p reci nc ts of S t . Pa t ri ck ’

s Ca thedra l
,
w here

,
i t is reco rded

,

cons i dera bl e damage w a s done by th e floods .

The grea t mona s t ic es tablishment of S t ; Thomas
’

s Abbey ,
or

,
t o giv e i t it s cor rec t t i tl e— the Abbey of S t . Thoma s th e

Ma r tyr— which s tood on the s i t e now occupied by Thoma s
’

s

Cou rt
,
cla imed or a r roga t ed propri etoria l right s over . the

porti on dive rt ed by Dolphin ’

s B a rn and The Pip es
,

”
and

d ispu tes i n cons equence a ro s e a t t imes b etween thi s powerfu l
communi ty and the civi c a uthori t i es . Thi s es tab lishmen t

,

w hich w a s rea lly an English i ns t i tu ti on
,
w a s under th e

pa t ronage of the King
,
and it s a bbot s , who were appoint ed

and held oflice subj ec t t o roya l a pprova l , were ex ofiicz
’

o

members of the I ri s h Pr iv y. Cou nci l and peers of the I ri s h
Pa rl iament

,
b e s id es which they ex erci s ed j udic ia l func tions

a t the cou r t i n the Abbey . I t su ffered the common fa t e of

a ll the mona s t eries a t th e Dis solu ti on .

At an ea rly period a r es erv oi r o r condui t s tood Ou t s id e
J ames ’s Ga t e

,
and It i s r ecorded tha t i n 1254 wa t e r w a s fi rs t

su pplied from i t t o th e c i t i zen s . Importa nt p eopl e were
a l lowed to ha v e i ndep enden t suppl i es b rough t i n t o thei r
h ou s es by pipe s

,
and i t w a s u su a l l y s t ipu la t ed th a t the

d iameter of s u ch pip e should not ' ex c eed tha t of a goo s e
qu i ll . I n the ca s es of priv a t e suppl ies

,
there w a s no t ap ,

and th e wa t er w a s con s ta ntly flowing into a t a nk or sui ta b le
v e s s el t o r ec eiv e i t . I n 13 2 3 th e rent fo r su ch s ervi c e w a s

6d . a yea r, a nd for a sub s id ia ry supply from a nother person ’s
ci s t ern

,
the cha rge w a s If] . a yea r .

As may b e imagi ned
,
i t w a s a s eri ou s offenc e t o pollu t e

the wa t e r s upply ,
and one of the s ta tu t e s dea l i ng wi th the

ma t ter p re s c ri be s a fine of 12d . for wa shi ng puddings and

t rip e s the rei n .

The origina l c ondui t or ci s t e rn nea r J ames ’s Ga t e w a s

suppl ement ed i n 1308 b y the er ec t i on of a nother a t Corn
ma rk e t th rough the munifi cen ce of J ohn Le Decer

,
an eminen t

Dubli n ci ti zen
, and i n 1670 th e origina l one w a s repla c ed by

a la rger s t ruc tu re .

I t is recorded tha t i n 157 3 the i nha bi ta nts of Thomas
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S t ree t were ordered to pave thei r s t ree t a s fa r
_

a s the wa t er
c ours e cha nnel , from which i t would appea r tha t the suppl y
flowed i n an open cou rs e— prob ab ly i n wooden t roughs
-a l ong the s t ree t

,
whenc e i t w as conveyed i n l eaden pipes t o

t he va ri ous hou ses spec ia l ly suppl i ed .

I n 157 3 and aga i n i n 1689, s e ri ous t roubl e w a s cau s ed i n
the c i ty i n consequence of i n t e rfe rence wi th the wa t e r s upply
by the Ta l bo ts of Templeogue

,
through the grounds o f

w hose r e s idenc e it flowed . I n 17 38 Lord Sa ntry ha vi ng
b een conv i c t ed for the murde r o f one of h is s e rvan ts

,
w a s

s e nt enced t o dea th , and would hav e b een execu ted bu t fo r
the a c t ion of h is uncl e

,
S i r Compton Domvile

,
then res iding

a t Templeogue Ca s tl e, who when a ll o ther mea ns of i n te r
c e s s io n fa i l ed , threa tened to cu t off the ci ty wa t er supply i f
the s entenc e wer e ca rri ed ou t . The threa t w a s effec t i v e ,
a nd the nobl e murderer ’s e s cap e w a s connived a t by the
authori t i e s .
S ome yeoma n of s ta ndi ng re s idi ng in the n eighbou rhood

of Ta l laght o r Templeogue
,
w a s u sua l ly entru s t ed wi th the

supervi s i on and ma i n t ena nce of the wa t ercours e from the
Dodder t o th e Tongu e

,
the rema i n ing port i on being look ed

a ft er by a corpora t e oflicia l appoint ed for the pu rpo s e . The
old wa t e r s upply seem s t o ha ve b een super s eded abou t the
b eginning of the la s t centu ry

,
and is now u s ed only for

i ndu s t ria l purpo s e s .
The Tongue

,

” which is a well-k nown la ndma rk i n the
Kimmage neighbourhood , givi ng name to a townla nd

,
is

a pproa ched by a field-pa th from the Da rk La ne adj oin i ng
.th e Lower Kimmage road .

I t i s now a lmo s t impo s s ib l e to iden ti fy the o rigina l cou r s e
o f the Poddle owing t o the numerous dra i n s and wa te rcour s e s
with which i t i s connec t ed

,
but wha t would appea r to b e

.the principa l s t ream ta k e s i t s r i s e nea r the foot of the Ta l laght
Hill s

,
pa s s es the Aerodrome and flow s a bou t 7

} mile no rth of
"

Ta l laght
,
thenc e a cro s s the field s to the Fa i ry Wel l nea r

Tymon Ca s t l e a nd on to Kimmage .

The a ddi t i on of the wa te rcou r s e from the Dodder mu s t
h a ve a fforded an apprec iab l e mea s u re of r el i ef to the th i r s ty
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ci ti zen s of 7 00 yea rs ago , a s i t c onta i n s a much la rge r volume
of wa te r tha n the origi na l Poddle , and i s be s ide s , much mor e
swiftly flowing . The ol d wa t e rcou r s e is s t il l widely k nown
and spok en of a s The Ci ty Wa t e r .

”

I n the prepa ra t ion of thi s chapte r much v a lu ab le informa t ion

h a s b een ob ta in ed from an a rt i cl e on the subj e ct b y Dr.

Hen ry F . B er ry, M .A .
,
i n the J ourna l of the Roya l S oci ety

of Antiqua ri e s for 1891 .
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s la t ed and evidently modern . Mo s t of the w i ndows hav e
b een moderni s ed and gla zed

,
and the fi repla ces a re a lso of

mod ern da t e . The upper pa rts of the t owers a re ent ered by
short fl ight s of s t ep s from the roof

,
and were doub tle s s in

t ended to s erve a s wa t ch tower s . Tra c es of ou twork s r ema in
,

a s a l s o of a fo s s e which w a s fi ll ed from a neighbou ri ng s t ream .

Dunsogh ly Ca stle

Th e modern house adj oin i ng i s b eli eved t o occupy t h e s i t e of
t he origi na l dun .

”

Al though the height i s only a bout 80 fee t
,
the V i ew from

the roof and tower s is s u rp ri s i ngly ex ten s iv e . To the north
wa rd a re Ga rri s t own hill wi th i t s s qua r e ru in, B a ldu ngan
Ca s tl e

,
Loughshinny and Lamh a y ; ea s t and s ou th

"

a re

I rela nd ’ s Eye, Howth , Da lk ey and Kill i ney
,
the Sugar Loa f

a nd the rou nd ed outli ne of the Dubli n mounta i n s with thei r
c ont i nua t i on we s twa rd i n the l i ne of low hill s ex t ending i nto
the County Ki ld a r e . Nea rer wil l b e s e en S t . Ma rga re t ’s
a nd it s ru i n s

,
the wood s of S a nt ry

,
a nd the ci ty envelop ed

i n i t s smok e and ha ze .
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The ca s t l e appea rs t o ha ve b een bui l t in the 15th c e n tu ry,
a bou t Which t ime the property came i nto the po s s es s i o n o f

S i r Rowla nd Plunk e t t
,
younge s t son of S i r Chri s tophe r

Plunke t t
,
Ba ron Ki ll een

,
who w a s Lord Depu ty i n 1432 ,

and i t h a s s i nc e cont i nu ed i n the po s s e s s i on of the family
and it s des cenda nts .

Adjoming the ca s t l e is a sma l l chapel
,
i n the s ide o f whi ch

,

fa c ing the ma i n s t ru c tu re
,
is a s lab ove r a l ow ca rv ed doorwa y

,

b ea ri ng a r ep res enta t i on of the Cro s s and the a c companiment s
o f the Crucifix ion

,
ex cellent ly ca rved i n full reli ef . Under

nea th is the i n s c rip tio n B S . 157 3 (j oha nne s
Plunk e t t Mi l es de Du nsoghly,

To the northwa rd of the ca s tl e a re the rema i ns of a sma l l
b r ewery— a u sua l a c c e s sory t o an impor ta n t re s idence i n
the olden t ime .

Not fa r from Du nsogh ly and one mil e du e ea s t o f th e
vi llage of S t . Ma rga re t ’ s

,
a t Dunb ro

,
ther e s t ood towa rd s

th e c lo s e of the 13 th c en tu ry, a s ta t ely ma n s io n whi ch v i ed
even wi th the Ca s t l e of Dubli n , i n it s magnific ence . Thi s
grea t e s tabl i shmen t w a s th e re s id enc e of S t ephen de Ful e
bou rne

,
Chi ef Governor of I rela nd

,
a di s t i ngu i shed e ccl e s ia s t i c

a nd a b ro the r of the Order of S t . J ohn of j e ru sa l em . No
d e s crip t i on of the bu ildi ng h a s s u rv iv ed

,
bu t i t s s i t e w a s

proba bly identi ca l wi th o r adj oi ned tha t of the mod ern
Dunb ro Hou s e . For the foregoing in forma t i on i n rega rd to
i t

,
I am i ndeb t ed t o Dr . B a l l ’s r ec ent publ i ca t ion S ou thern

Finga l . ”

Retu rning t o th e ma i n road
,
a t a di s ta nc e of 4—Qmil e s from

Fingla s
,
we rea ch the Wa rd c ro s s roads , th e c ent r e o f a grea t

hu nting d i s t r i c t
,
and origi n of the name of the Wa rd Hunt .

Aft e r pa s s i ng the Wa rd will b e s een the rui n of s ome s ta bl e s
u s ed for cha nging hor s e s i n the c oa chi ng da ys .

At a di s ta nc e of 9smile s from Fingla s we en ter Ash b ou rne ,
a vi l lage i n which there is l i t t l e t o no ti c e . I t w a s a ll bui l t
a t th e one t ime— a bou t 18 2 3

— by Freder ick B ou rne, a l oca l
landed proprie to r . The o ld t u rnp ip e hou s e , which i s olde r
than the vi l lage

,
is a promi nent obj ec t on en t eri ng the s t ree t .

On the l eft wil l b e s een wha t is ca l l ed Ca s t l e S t ree t
,

”
a
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rough gra ss -grown la ne
,
with rema i ns of the ma s s i v e s tone

pil la r s of an ent ra nc e ga t e
,
which evidently belonged to

Killegland o r Ashbourne Ca s t l e
,
an ex t ens i v e quadra ngula r

s t ruc tu re which s t ood here up t o a bou t eighty yea rs ago ,

when i t w a s demoli shed fo r the s a k e of it s building ma t eria l .
No t ra c es of i t a re now di s c e rni b le

,
but the s i t e is poi n t ed

ou t by the inha bi ta nts .

Nea r Ashbou rne
,
on a ri s i ng ground s l ightly south of th e

road to Donoughmore is a monument b ea ri ng the ins c rip t i on

ERECTED A s A LA STING TESTIM ONY TO

CHARLE S BRINDLEY
B Y HIS M ANY FRIENDS

IN A F FECTIONATE REM EM B RANCE O F

HIS FA ITHFUL SERV ICES A S HUNTSM AN
FOR THIRTY-F IVE Y EARS TO THE

WARD HOUNDS
JANUARY 1880

The monument is of grey sa nds t one and is ha ndsomely
embel lished wi th appropria t e hunt ing representa t i ons , t o

gether wi th a mounted figu re of the famous hunt sman whom
i t commemora tes . The ca rvi ng h a s suffered cons idera ble
inj u ry i n pla ces .

The re tu rn j ou rney may i f des i red b e made by Swords,
followi ng the cour s e of the B roadmeadow Wa t e r .
The di s ta nce from G.P.O . to Ashbourne is 12%miles , then ce

to Sword s miles
,
and from Swords t o G.P.O . 8 mil es .
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dea l e rs and t en t owners resor t ed to the green
,
and proceeded

t o erec t th e. va ri ous tent s and show s
,
cau s i ng much ex ci t e

men t i n the ordina ri ly S leepy village . Thes e t en ts were mos tly
con s truc t ed i n a very primi t iv e fa shion b ) driv ing a numbe r
o f w a t t les into the ea rth In-tw o pa ra l l el rows , and then tu rning
down and tying t ogether the tops l ik e an a rb ou r i n a ga rden .

Ha ving thus cons t ru cfed th e framework , it r ema i ned bu t t o
clo the i t i n a sui ta bl e ma nner . Tho s e who could a fford such
a l uxury

,
u s ed canva s

,
b u t they were th e

'

ini‘nority, and i n
mos t ca s es the impecunious propri e to rs h ad t o u til i se for
the pu rpose

i

any k i nd of rags and Coveri ngs inthei r poss es s ion
a t the t ime . Thes e comp r i sed s a ck s

,
b edclo thes

,
winnowing

sheets
,
rugs

,
Old -

”cl othi ng and o ther mi s cellaneous a r ti cl es
cu t i n to va ri ou s shapes and s iz es

,
pa t ched on - ea ch eth er

and quil t ed together
,
producing i n combinati on

,
colou r

effec ts ri va l l i ng tho s e of an Orie nta l ba za a r .
The booth when complet ed w a s adorned wi th a u t a ll pole

or flags ta ff
,
ha vi ng a t ta ched

,
some ga i l y coloured rags and

s t reamers whos e fa nta s t i c i rregula ri ty b ecame in t ime en

ha nced by the a c t io n of the wind and ra i n .

The i nt eri o r w a s fu rni shed b y laying a number of dolors
and pla nk s ion mounds-“ ra is ed a l ong the middle

,
so a s to fo rm

a f c
‘

o nt inu ou s ta bl e
,
and pla nks were S imila rl y la id a l ong th e

s ides a t a l ower l evel
,
forming s ea t s . On thes e b enches th e “

compa ny s a t
,
ea ti ng

,
dri nk i ng

,
s ingi ng and ‘

w a t
’

ch ing th
‘

e

evolu t i ons of the d ance rs who amu s ed t hem
,
unti l one b y

one they dropped off thei r s ea ts and s ank
'

b elow i n bli ss fu l
u ncon s ci ousnes s

,
whereupon the propri e tor

,
s ee ing tha t there

w a s nothing more t o b e g o t from them
,
bundled ou t t h e

whol e l o t t o ma ke room for a fre s h
,

compa ny .

I n the‘ cas e of thos e t en ts which boa s ted of a cuisine, or
,

a s i t w a s u sua ll y expre s s ed, nea t ' vi c tuals or ent er ta i n
ment

,

”
k it w a s the cus tom to hav e suspend ed from a t riangl e »

over a fi re
,
a large well s tock ed pot , which l ike a h ell—b ro th

boil ed and bubbl ed
,

’
. .and by it s ‘ fragra n t and app et i smg

odour s
,
ex ci t ed the hunger of the pa s s i ng V o t a ri e

‘

s of plea sure .

Of m ercha ndi s e the re w a s pra c tica l l y none, th e
"

p
’

rinci
‘

p al

a r ti cl e s b ei ng food "

and-5 d ri nk— mo s tly the la t t e r . ‘

Th e f ood
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usua l l y cons is t ed of Dubli n B ay herri ngs
,
corned b ee f

,

pota toes
,
b a con a nd ca bbage

,
whil e i n th e b et te r cla s s boo ths.

join ts of mea t w ere
'

Serv ed i n a superio r s tyl e t o s u i t th e
more fa s t i dious ta s t es of thei r cu s tomer s . The dri nk w a s

mostl y whisk ey ma d e Into punch
,
porter and a le no t a s ye t

h av ing
'

com
'

e i n to popula r favou r
,
and the whi sk ey Wa s only

a bou t a penny a gla s s . S ea ts were i n some ca s es p la c ed
out s ide th e t ents

,
where thos e t oo poor t o p a r t icrp a t e i n the

j oys of
'

the i n t e ri o r , were rega l ed
'

a t a r edu ced price i n th e

open a ir .

S ome of the pot s con ta i n ed promi s cuou s edib le s brok en
up i n t o s ma l l por t ions— pigs ’ and sheep s ’ fee t

,
pota t o e s

,

tu rnips
,
b eef and mut ton bone s, et c . The propri e tors

then invited th e pub li c t o t ry thei r luck a t fi s hi ng ou t
wha tever the y could wi th a l ong-ha ndl ed fork

,
a t th e

ra te of th re e p rods i n the p o t fo r a penny . A roa ri ng
t rade w a s u s ua l ly don e a t thi s b ra nch of th e ca t e ri ng

,
which

a fforded grea t amus ement t o the onl ook er s .

On the den s ely crowded port i ons o f the fa i r gree n a s c ene
of tumul tuou s ex ci t ement p reva i l ed . On a l l s ides might b e
hea rd the sounds o f drums

,
b el l s

,
t oy t rumpets

,
b ra z en

lunged hawk ers ex toll i ng thei r wa r e s , mingl ed wi th a ca co»

ph onou s medley of fiddl i ng
,
b ag

—piping and s i nging . No t

i n fr equently p erhaps a doz en fidd lers and pipe rs would b e
found i n clos e p rox im i ty

,
ea ch playing awa y vigo rou s l y and

i ndep enden tly t o h is ow n compa ny
,
p roducing a ma ddening

di s co rd of sou nds
,
whi ch

,
a ccompani ed by the shouti ng

, .

s i nging and confus ed di n , r endered the pla c e a v e ri ta b le
pa ndemonium .

E very d ay duri ng the cont i nu a nc e of the Fa i r
,
the roa d

'

from town w a s from an ea rl y ~hour c row ded wi th v ehi cl es
of a ll de s c rip t ion s

,
pri ncipa l l y ou t s id e ca r s , whi ch i n tho s e

d ays a ccommoda t ed three on ea ch S i de comforta bly, not t o
spea k of one o r two i n the wel l

,
a nd the s t ream of t ra ffic

,
i n

dry wea the r
,
k ep t up a cont i nuou s cloud of du s t the whol e

w ay from town . The cha rge on the ca rs w a s u s ua l l y a d . a
'

head
,
bu t i n t imes of unu su a l b ri s kne s s , i t w a s adva nced a s

h igh a s 451.
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The equi ne porti on of the Fa i r
,
the o s t en s i b l e r ea son fo r it s

e x i s t en ce
,
w a s a t one t im e a sourc e of much amu s emen t t o

th e thou sa nd s who a t t ended i t . I t w a s a re cognis ed cu s tom
tha t no hor s e w a s t o b e offe red for s a l e u nti l the owner j umped
i t a c ro s s a mud wa l l and di t ch sp ecia l l y cons t ru c t ed for the
pu rpo s e

,
and the fa l l s and vi c i s s i tudes of thes e ama t eu r

j ock ey s
,
a s they mount ed aga i n and aga i n

,
b a t t ered and

t orn
,
on thei r u nfor tuna t e mounts

,
were greet ed wi th noisy

enthu s ia sm . Ma ny of thes e mi s e rab l e quadrupeds were in
r ea l i ty more fi t t ed fo r th e glu e fa c t o ry o r the ca ts ’—mea t
m an tha n the S t eepl e cha s e

,
though occa s i ona l l y

,
when goaded

“ t o ma dne s s by a drunk en ride r
,
one of them would develop

.ama zi ng energy
,
ru nning amuck

,
s ca t t ering the peopl e i n a l l

di rec t ion s
,

and s ometimes even cap s izi ng t ents
,
cau s i ng

endl e s s up roa r and confus i on among the i nma t e s— hors e, rider,
t en t

,
mu s i cia ns and a ll b ecoming t a ngled up together i n one

mad medl ey .

Numerous wer e the va ri et i e s a nd typ e s of b egga rs tha t
a t t end ed — cru tched

,
wooden— l egged

,
bl i nd

,
dea f and dumb

,

a nd d eformed— ma ny of them a rt fully fa k ed up for the
occa s i on

,
who cont riv ed

,
so l ong a s they h ad the s en s e t o

k eep s ob er
,
t o decei v e the unp ra c t i s ed eye and draw la rgely

on the genero s i ty of the publ i c . Few of them
,
however , were

proof aga i n s t the t empta t i on s tha t everywher e confront ed
them

,
and thu s i t w a s n ot an unu s ua l s ight

,
towa rds evening,

t o s ee one of the s e worthi e s w h o er s twhil e h ad b een hobb li ng
a bou t on crutch or wooden leg

,
now u s ing i t with di s a s t rous

eff ec t upon h is adver s a ri e s i n one of the shindi e s .
As evening approa ched

,
the conduc t of the mul t i tude

b ecame le s s r e s t ra i n ed— wilder shou t s and laught e r p ro
ceed ed from the swings

,
the s i nging grew more di s corda nt

and the dancing more di s orderl y
,
and the conduc t of the c rowd

b ecame more and more uproa ri ou s and b rok e ou t into
numerous brawls .

From an ea rly hour i n the evening
,
the road to town became

crowded with tho s e r e tu rning
,
and night w a s made hid eou s

w i th drunke n s hou ting and s i nging
,
b oth from the p ede s t ria ns

p ur s u ing the unc erta i n t eno r of thei r ways
,
and the more
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wa tchword
,
a nd mos t of the compa ny b ei ng i n a cond i t i on

i n capab le of dis t ingui shing fri end from foe
,
s t ru ck ou t wildly

a t anythi ng
,
even the rounded protub erance on the ou t s ide

of a t en t p roduced by the h ead of some repos i ng rev ell e r
i n s ide

,
bei ng t oo t empt ing a ta rge t t o pa ss withou t a wha ck .

All thi s , however, occu rred wi thou t any spi t e or ill-feel ing
wha teve r— for the mere lo v e of fighting i n fa c t .
However Donnyb rook Fa i r may ha ve amus ed vi s i t o rs ,

and fu rnished themes for sa t i ri ca l humoris ts . i t is b eyond

q u es t i on tha t i n Dubl i n a t l ea s t
,
i t came t o b e rega rded b y

a ll the de cen t cla ss es a s a giga nt i c nuisa nc e and na t i ona l
di sgra ce . As th e confin es of th e ci ty ex t ended , i t b ecame
more and more a mena c e t o the pea c e and well—b e ing of th e

communi ty
,
who look ed fo rwa rd to i t ea ch succeeding yea r

with i nc rea sed feel i ngs of apprehens i on
,
unti l a t la s t de

genera t i ng i nto a mere drunk en orgy, i t w a s fel t t o b e no

longer endu rab l e
,
and the i nhab i ta n t s took vigo rous con

cer t ed a ct i o n t o r id them s elves of the i ncubus . A publ i c
c ommi t t e e w a s formed , a campa ign commenced aga i ns t i t
i n the P ress

,
a sub s c rip t i on l is t op ened , and fina ll y, i n 1855,

the Pa t en t w a s purcha s ed fo r the sum of from th e
family i n t o whos e pos s es s i o n it h a d fa l l en , and the Fa i r
a l lowed t o laps e . For some yea rs a f t erwa rds a pub li ca n
i n the v i llage w i th a fi eld a t ta ched t o h is premis e s , pers is te d
i n holding a minia tu re fa i r on his grounds , bu t i n 1859 e ven
this s imu la f r um of the origi na l w a s s t opped by th e refu sal
of the m agis t ra t e s t o renew his l i c ence .

The Sunda y immedia t ely p receding Fa i r week , which
commenced on 26th Augus t , w a s ca l l ed Wa lk i ng Sunda y,

”

and for some yea rs a ft er the supp res s ion of the Fa i r, a numb e r
o f peopl e from the c i ty u s ed to a s s emble a t the Fa i r Green and
do the round of the pub l i c hous es i n the V i l lage , bu t nothing
like the s c enes of fo rmer yea rs were ena c t ed, and i n t ime

e ven this p ra c t i c e fell i n to disu se .



CHAPTER XLV I

THE HISTORY OF THE DUBLIN AND KINGSTOWN

RAILWAY

ARLY i n the la s t c entu ry
, p rOp osa ls were made t o

co nnec t the Po rt o f Dubl i n wi th Ki ngs town Dy
sh ip ca na l

,
bu t the p roj ec t w a s a ba ndoned when

ra i lwa ys were i n t roduced i nto Engla nd
,
and a numb e r o f

Dubl i n m ercha nts rec ogni s i ng the va lu e of the new mode of

t ra ns i t
,
resolved t o ru n a ra i lwa y to deep wa t e r a t Kings town .

Ior this p u rpo s e a comp a ny w a s formed
,
w i th a ca pi ta l o f

£200 ,000 , and the neces s a r y Ac t of Pa rl iament (1 8c 2 Wm . IV ,

Ca p . 69) r e c eiv ed Roya l a ss en t on 6th S ept emb er 18 3 1 .

From the ou t s e t the p ro iec t w a s mos t unpopula r
,
it w a s

me t by ev ery pos s ib l e k i nd of Oppos i t io n , and eve rything tha t
could b e s a id o r done , appea rs t o ha ve b een t ri ed t o defea t
the p ropos a l . The dir ec to r s

,
no twi ths ta nding , h a d ra i s ed ove r

three-fou rth s of th e e s t ima t ed co s t
,
and in May,

18 32 , the y
approa ched the B oa rd of Work s fo r a l oa n of

J£100 ,
000

,
bu t

tha t b ody
,
which appea rs t o ha ve h ad the suppor t o f popula r

Opin io n in it s a c t io n a t the t im e
,
r efus ed the loa n

, s ta t i ng
tha t “ i t did not a ppea r t o them tha t the con s t ruc t io n o f a
“ ra i l road from Dubl i n t o K ings town fo r the pu rpos e of

expedi t ing the conveya nc e o f pa s s engers b etween these
pla ce s

,
would b e a work of sufli cient publ i c u t i l i t y to

wa r ra n t them In recommending the i s s u e of so la rge a sum

by w ay of loa n from the fund s pla c ed a t then di spo s a l .”

The di rec to r s
,
u ndaunt ed

,
con ti nu ed the agi ta t i on

,
ma k ing

them s elve s s ti l l more u npopula r, bu t thei r b el i e f i n th e line
never wave red

,
and a s one discou ragemen t a fte r a nothe r w a s

met
,
they onl y b e came more de te rmined to su c c eed . Th e

wh ole proj ec t w a s dec ried a s a huge pi ece of di shone s ty— the
di rec to r s were denounced a s i f they were a pa ck of sw ind l e r s

,

467
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a nd a furthe r appli ca t ion for a l oa n w as met
,
a s might b e

e xpec ted
,
by a nother refusa l . The direc to rs on this occa s i on

,

however
,
su cceeded in get ti ng a hea ri ng

,
by mea ns of a

deputa t ion t o the B oa rd ofWork s
,
and ult ima t ely

,
i n Augus t

,

18 3 2 , a l oa n of w a s ob ta i n ed .

I n the cont ra c t w a s the somewha t u nusua l p rovis ion tha t

Th e B u ildmg Of C larence Street B ridge .

(F rom
“ The Dub lm Penny Journa l , ” 18 34)

the cont ra c to r
,
Da rga n

,
w a s t o giv e h is whol e tim e to the

u nderta k ing
,
though

,
i n vi ew of the t ime a l lowed

,
i t would

s eem to ha v e b een an unnece s s a ry condi t ion .

I t w a s s t ipula t ed in the specifi ca t io n tha t the re ta i n ing
wa l ls of the emba nkments were t o b e of s tone from the
Donnyb rook qua r ri e s

,
a l s o tha t every pa r t of sa id ra i lway

and work s sha l l b e r ead y t o b e opened for the publ i c con

v eyance of goods and pa s s engers over the enti re li n e thereof
on or before Is t J une

,
18 34

—thu s a l low i ng for th e ent i re
ex ecu tion of the und e rta k i ng

,
a period of only a bou t eight ee n

months from the d a t e of the cont ra c t .
As a re s ult of thi s u ndue ha s t e

,
for which there a ppears

t o have b een no adequa t e r ea s on
,
much of th e ma s onry w a s
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by a succes s ion of outs id e and “ low -ba cked ca rs and

j i ngl es
,

” with thei r j ovia l j a rveys and pa ss engers
,
it now

became compa ra t i vel y des er t ed, and us ed ma i nl y fo r the
conv e y a nc e of goods— the merry sound of the hoofs and

wheels w a s r epla ced by th e roa r of the adj a c en t t ra ins
, and

the humours and t radi tions of the Rock Road, t old in ma ny.

T ra in p a ss ing over Sandw ith Street B r id ge .

(From The Dub lin Penny J ou rna l 18 3 4)

a s ong a nd s tory
,
ended wi th the adven t of the u su rping

locomot ive .

The fi r s t s l eepers suppor ting the ra il s were made of gra ni te
but i t d id not ta k e l ong t o d i s cover the un s ui ta bil i ty of th is
u nyi eld i ng ma t eria l for the purpo s e

,
and they were s oon

cha nged for wooden one s . S ome of thes e grani t e s l e eper s
may S t i ll b e s een i n pla c e s a l ong the li ne .

Connec ti on b etween the engin e and ca r ri ages w a s a t fi rs t
by mea n s of cha in s

,
which a s may b e imagined

,
produced

v ery unplea sa n t re s ul ts when s ta rt ing o r S topping— the
ca rriages cra shi n g together aga i n a nd aga i n b efore they came
t o r e s t . The spring buffe r t o s ome ex tent r emedied thi s

,
bu t

i t took s ome time b efore a s i l ent and sa ti s fa c to ry method of

coupling w a s ev olved .
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The Dubli n Penny J ou rna l of 25th Octob er , 18 34, giv e s
t he fol lowi ng des crip t i on of the op ening run s On S a tu rda y,
th e 8 th i n s ta n t, the fi r s t t ria l of th e s t eam engine Va u xha l l
wi th a sma l l t ra i n of ca rriages fil l ed wi th ladie s and gentl e
men

,
w a s made on the l i n e of ra i lwa y from Dubl i n t o the

Ma r t el l o tower a t Wi ll iams tow n . The experimen t is s a id to
ha ve giv en grea t s a t i s fa c ti on , not onl y a s t o the rapidi ty
of moti on

,
ea s e o f convey a nc e and facil it v of s t opping, bu t

the cele ri ty and q ui ck ne s s wi th which the t ra in pa s s ed , by
‘ mea n s o f the cro s s ings from one l i n e o f road to a nother .

The di s ta nce w a s a bou t tw o mil e s and a ha l f [I ri sh 3] which
w a s performed fou r t imes ea ch w ay a t the ra t e of a bou t
thi r ty-one mil e s an hou r . The cont roul ov er th e m a chi n ery
w a s compl e t e

,
th e s topping a nd r ev er s i ng t h e motion

w a s e ffe ct ed wi thou t a moment’ s dela y .

”

On the oth i n s ta nt a t ra i n of ca r riage s
,
c rowded wi th

lad i e s a nd gen tlemen
,
proc eeded the ent i re l ength of th e l i n e

from the s ta t i o n—hou s e a t We s tla nd Row t o S a l t—hil l .
There were eight ca r riage s a t ta ched t o the t ra in ; one of the
fi r s t cla s s

,
thre e s econd

,
a nd fou r o f the thi rd c la s s . The

fi r s t t rip w a s made b y th e l o comoti ve engin e ca l l ed the
Hibernia

,
and wi th the ma ny di sa dva ntage s a t t enda n t 0 11

a fi r s t s ta r t i ng
,
the t ri p t o the s ta t io n-hou s e a t S a l t—hil l

w a s p erfo rmed i n fi ft e en minut e s a nd a ha l f ; a nd ba ck t o
Dubli n in twenty —two and a ha l f minu te s .”

Ha vi ng j o i ned i n one of the s e t rip s we were d elight ed
wi th the p erfec t ea s e and s a fe t y wi th which i t w a s p er
fo rmed ; there i s so l i t tl e mot ion pe rc ep t ib l e ev en when
goi ng a t the qu i ck e s t ra t e

,
tha t we could rea d o r wri t e

wi thou t the s l igh t e s t i nconveni enc e .

”

The i llu s t ra t i on s a ccompa nyi ng the a r t i cl e s i n “ The
Dubl i n Penny J ou rna l ” fo r 18 34, s ome of which a re r e

p roduced he re , a re of grea t i nt e re s t a t the p re s en t t im e
,

Showing, a s might b e expe c t ed
,
con s ide ra bl e cha nges i n the

d i s t ri c t s i nc e th e l i n e w a s c on s t ru c t ed
,
8 8 yea r s ago . The

bol d cl i ff s c en ery appea ri ng i n the v i ew a t B la ck rock
,
h a s

a ll bu t di s a ppea red a s a re s ul t of the a l t e ra t i ons i n the c oa s t
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l i n e a t the Publi c Pa rk , whil e the t ra c t enclosed b etw een th e

emb a nkment and the Rock Roa d
,
shown i n the pi c tu re as

unde r wa te r , is now dry and gra s s grow n . Thi s t ra c t b ecame

i n t ime a very obj e c t i ona bl e fea tu re in th e neighbou rhood
and ca u s ed much a nnoy a nce t o th e i nhabi ta nts b y the fou l
od ou rs proc eeding from i t

,
it s norma l c ondi t ion b ei ng tha t

of a s a l t s w amp .

-Wha t s eem now ,
cu rious notions a s t o speed

,
per s i s t ed for

Tra in p a ss ing M err ion on its w ay to K ing stow n .

F rom The Du b lin Penny Jou rna l 18 34)

s ome t im e a fter the b eginning of the ra i l roa d era
,
and one

emi n ent a u thori ty wri ti ng on the s ubj ec t
,
expre s s ed the hope

that h e would no t b e confounded wi th thos e h ot b ra i ned
enthu s ia s t s w ho ma i n ta i n ed the po s s i bi l i t y of ca rriages
being dri ven by a s t eam engine on a ra i lwa y a t s uch a

sp eed a s twelv e miles a n hou r . ”

The Qua rt e rly Revi ew for March
,
18 25, i n r eference t o

the l ine propos ed t o b e con s t ru ct ed b e tween London and

Woolwich
,
s agely rema rk ed .

“ Wha t can b e more pa lpab ly
ab su rd and ridiculou s tha n the pro spec t held ou t of l oco
motiv e s t ravell ing tw ice a s fa rt a s s tage coa che s ! We

should a s s oon expec t the peopl e of Woolwich to suffer
them s elv e s t o b e fi red off upon one of Congrev e’s r icorbet
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some of the fea tu res of the old hors e coa ches a re qui t e dis
c ernib le i n the ca rriages of c er ta i n compa nie s .
I n the ea rly day s of the Dubli n and Kings town

,
and of

other ra i lwa ys a l s o
,
a man sa t i n a b ox s ea t on the front

c a rriage
,
i n a s imila r po s i t io n to tha t of the dri ver Of a hors e

o mnibu s
,
immedia tel y b ehind and over the engi ne t ende r

,

but d i l igen t i nqu i ri e s have , so fa r, fa i l ed t o el i ci t i nforma ti on
a s t o the duti e s of thi s mvs t eriou s func ti ona ry . I t h a s b een
a v erred i n some qua rt er s tha t h e ca rri ed a whip , bu t O f th i s
a l l ega t ion

,
confi rma t i on is la c k ing . Of hi s exis t enc e

,
however

,

t here can b e no doub t
,
a s a pa r t from the evidence of Old

p eopl e who ha ve s een him ,
s evera l i l lu s t ra t i on s i n the a uthor’ s

po s s e s s i on
,
a ppa rently i s s u ed wi th the s a nc tion Of the Ra i lway

Compa ny and da ti ng a bou t 1845— 50, show thi s offi ce r in s itu .

When one con s ide r s tha t the s e men were withou t a ny

k i nd O f p rotec tion ex cep t the clothe s they wore , tha t they
m u s t ha ve recei ved a good l y s ha r e of smok e. and smut s from
the engine

,
and tha t they were dri ven a t 30 to 40 miles an

hou r i n a ll wea ther s
,
t ime s and s ea s on s

,
i t would no t b e su r

p ri s ing to lea rn tha t promotion i n thi s b ra nch of the Com

p any
’

s s ervic e w a s rapid .

Afte r th e dete rmined Opp o sIt ion t o th e con s t ruc t i on of

the Dubl i n a nd Kings town Ra i lway
,
i t migh t rea s onably

ha ve b een expect ed tha t s imila r ho s ti l i ty would ha ve b een
shown to the Atmospheri c Ra ilway

,
an ex t en s i on of th e

f ormer l ine
,
and a further i nnova t ion

,
bu t s t ra nge t o say,

the proj ec t rec ei ved every encou ragemen t
,
a pa rt from the

o ppo s i ti on Of the enginee ring expert s who di s c redi t ed the
Atmo spheri c svs t em .

The Dubli n and Kings town Ra i lwa y though s till p re s e rv i ng
i t s s epa ra t e id enti ty a s a Compa ny ,

i s i ncorpora ted i n the
Dubli n and S ou th-ea s t e rn Compa ny ’ s s y s t em

,
Of whi ch i t

h a s formed a pa r t s ince the ex t en s ion Of the origi na l l ine
t o B ra y .
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THE ATMOSPHERIC RAILWAY— 1843 4 854

(Kings town to Da lk ey )

HE grea t succes s Of the Dublin and Kings town Ra i l
w ay, con s t ruc t ed i n the yea r s 18 3 2

—

4, na tu ra l ly
re s ul t ed i n numerou s s ch emes for other ra i lwa ys a l l

o ver th e coun t ry . Tha t wh i ch w a s con s idered t o ha v e the
fi r s t cla im

,
howeve r

,
w a s fo r the ex ten s io n o f the Kings town

l i n e southwa rd towa rds B ray
,

a nd thi s would
,
no doub t

hav e b een ca r ri ed ou t
,
bu t fo r a n ew sy s t em of propul s i on

championed b y the emi nen t engin ee r, B ru nei, k nown a s the
Atmospher ic s ys t em

,
i n which the engin e s upply i ng the

power w a s s ta t i ona ry
,
and the t ra i n w a s drawn a l ong b V

th e su c t ion o f a plug or p i s t on through a tub e . Thi s s y s t em
w as empha ti ca l l y denou nc ed and Oppo s ed by S t ephen s on

,

th e grea t lo comot iv e engi neer , and for a t ime , publ i c opin io n
w a s much d i vided and puzzled bv the c la im s of the ri va l
s y s t em s a s advoca t ed b y thei r tw o grea t p ro tagoni s t s .

Ultima t el y
,
J ames Pim

,
an eminen t Dubli n c i t i z en of his

d ay,
wrot e a pamphle t o r pet i t i on i n fa vou r O f the Atmo sph eri c

s y s t em which a t t ra c t ed s u ch wide spread a t t ent io n a nd s u p

port , tha t commi s s i on e r s were appoin t ed t o i nq ui re i n t o a nd

r epor t upon i t . Thei r r epor t ha v i ng b een fa vou rabl e, a

l oa n of w a s gra n t ed fo r the con s t ruc ti on Of a l i n e
t o Da lk ey

,
and l a n d fo r the p u rpo s e w a s gra nt ed by th e

Ha rbou r Commi s s ione r s
,
ad j o i ning thei r l ine . l oca l l y k nown

a s The Meta l s
,

”
for the haulage of gra ni t e f rom the Da l k ey

q ua r ri e s fo r th e Kings town ha rbo u r pi e r s . The work i ng o f

the l i n e w a s e nt ru s t ed t o the Dubl i n a nd Kings town Ra i lwa y
Compa ny, a nd i t w a s Opened fo r t ra ffi c i n J uly

,
1844, a ft e r

it h ad been running exp eriment a l lv fo r s om e month s
p reviou s ly .
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The followi ng i s the pla n on which the sys t em w a s worked
,

and wh i ch h ad b een t ri ed for short di s ta nces i n E ngla nd .

A pipe
,
15 i n ches i n diamete r w a s la id b e tween and on a

l evel w i th th e ra i ls , and the a ir i n thi s w a s exha us ted from
one end by a powerful s t eam-dr iven a ir pump

,
forc ing a

t ra velling pi s ton a l ong the tub e b y the pressure of th (

a tmo sphere . A rod or p la t e connec t ing th e pis ton with the
t ra i n

,
t ra vell ed a l ong the pip e i n a sl i t c overed with soft

l ea th e r fla ps whi ch Opened and clos ed aga i n a s the rod pa ss ed
a l ong . The pis ton con s is t ed of an a i r tight plug connec ted '

wi th and foll owed b y a meta l f ramework s even ya rds l o ng ,
closel y fi t t ing but not a i r t ight i n the tub e

,
t o give s tab il i t y

Of direc tion to the plug
,
a nd the rod connecti ng the pi s ton

wi th the t ra i n w a s well bebind the front o f the pi s ton
, by

which a rra ngement
,
l ea k age w a s reduced to a minimum a s

the t ra i n pa ss ed a l ong . The s l i t
,
a s s ta t ed

,
w a s cov ered b y

l ea ther fl ap s
,
which were grea s ed wi th a compos i t io n of w

and ta ll ow
,
and a ft e r thi s s l i t w a s Opened b y the connect i ng

rod
,
a wheel b ehi nd i t a t ta ched t o the t ra i n , pres s ed i t down

aga in , whil e a coppe r hea t e r followi ng, fi l l ed wi th burn ing
cha r coa l

,
w a s s uppo s ed t o mel t the compo s i t i on and s ea l

it down aga i n . This la t ter cont ri va nce
,
however

,
p roved

in effec t iv e
,
a s it s ra t e of movement

, 30 t o miles a n hou r
,

w a s e nt i rely t oo rapid t o enab le i t tomel t the compos i t i on .

I n t ime i t w a s found nece s s a ry to supplemen t these
a rra ngemen t s b y employing an a t t enda n t t o follow ea ch
tra i n and t o p re s s down and fu r ther grea s e the l ea the r fl aps .

Notwi ths ta nding the mecha ni ca l d i s adva ntages O f th e

a tmo spheri c sy s t em ,
the l in e s e em s t o ha ve work ed wel l

,

c ont inuing i n u s e for nea rl y eleven yea rs , and a ll expert s
s eem agreed tha t the w orkma nship and ex ecu t ion of every
thing connec t ed wi th i t were of the highes t cla s s .

The engine hou s e where the grea t a ir pump w a s worked b y
a s t eam engine

,
s tood on Atmo sphe ri c Road, on the s i t e now

occupi ed by the hou s e ca l l ed The B unga l ow .

” Wi th it s
ta l l chim ney i t formed a consp i cuous Obj ec t i n th e then
s pa r s el y inha b i t ed neighbourhood, a nd the grea t fl y-wheel
po s s e s s ed a fa s c ina t ing i n t ere s t fo r the j u veni l e r es idents . A
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engin e when he saw or hea rd the t ra i n approa ching . The
“

pre s s ure w a s shown a t th e power h ous e by a spec ia l ba rometer
i n connect i on wi th the tub e .
As t he l in e w a s uphil l the whol e w a y t o Da lkey

,
the re tu rn '

j ou rnev w a s performed by grav i t y, and b efore l eavi ng Da lkey
s ta t i on , an a t t enda nt l if ted the p is ton by means Of a l e ver.
and hook ed i t up under the t ra i n

, so a s to run cl ea r of th e
tub e .

On one occa s i on a s er ious e x p l o s i on Oc cu r red a t the power
or engi ne hous e , which so dera nged the ma chi nery

,
tha t th e

t ra i n s h ad t o submi t t o the i ndigni ty of b ei ng towed a l ong
by one of thei r ha t ed ri va ls

,
a l ocomot iv e engin e .

jTh e Atmospheri c Ra i lwa y w a s a grea t a t t ra c t ion i n th e

dis t ri c t , and b rought numerous vis i to rs there
,
bes ides which

engineerIng exper ts were s en t b y m a ny foreign gove rnments
t o i n sp ec t and r epor t on the work i ng of the sys t em . I n
fa c t , du ring th e period of the ra i lway mania , th e a t t en t ion
of ha l f Eu rone w a s focuss ed on this l i t tl e l ine

,
des crip t i on s

of it appea red i n ma ny foreign papers and m aga zi nes
,
and

The I llus t ra t ed London News of the 6th J a nua ry
,
1844,

con ta i n s an i l lu s t ra t ed a r t i cl e on the subj ec t .
The l ine

,
whi ch w a s exa c tly fee t i n l ength

,
w a s identi

c a l nea rly the whole w ay wi th the cou rs e Of th e modern ra i lway ,

bu t a t Ca s t lep a rk Road, the old Atmospheri c t ra ck di v erges
from and form s a l oop wi th the modern l ine , and the O ld
gra ni te b ridge which c ro s s ed i t may s t i l l b e s een adj oi ni ng
the b ridge over the ra i lwa y .

An exper imenta l t el egraph l i ne for s igna l l i ng purpo s es w a s

ca rri ed on supports proj ec ti ng from the emb a nkment a lo ng
the l i ne

,
bu t i t i s s ta t ed t o ha ve b een a fa i lu re .

The p rincipa l caus e which l ed t o the s u p e r s es s i o n o f th e

a tmospheri c by th e l ocomoti v e sys t em w a s the diffi cul ty O f
k eeping the l ea the r flaps air— t ight , whi ch p roved grea t e r than
w a s a ntic ipa t ed, and a dded cons iderably t o the co s t o f

work i ng
,
a s a t t endan ts h ad t o b e employed for the du ty .

Troubl e w a s a lso ca u sed by ra ts gnawing the l ea the r for
the s a k e o f the grea s e .

There a re m a ny s t ill l iv ing w ho have t ra vell ed on this
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i n t eres t ing l i t tl e l ine , and it s memory is perpe tua ted i n the
t i t l e of

“ Atmospheric Road ” whi ch adj oi ns the cut ting
from Ca s t lep a rk Roa d t o B a rnhil l Road .

For deta i l ed t echni ca l i nforma t i on on thi s s ubj ec t
,
s ee

S tephen s o n on the Atmo sphe ri c R a i lway sys t em
,
1844

Ma l l e t
,
Kings town and Da lk ey Atmospheri c Ra i lway ,

1844

and B ergin
,
Atmospheri c Ra i lway

,
1843 a ll i n Na t iona l

Libra ry
,
Dubli n .
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LAMBAY I SLAND

HE i s la nd of Lamb ay wh i ch is so conspic u ou s a fea t ure
Off the north Dubli n coa s t , l i es th re e mi le s du e ea s t
o ff Po r t rane Point , and i s a bou t a squa re m il e i n

a rea . I n th e ea rly pa r t Of la s t c en tu ry i t m a i n ta i ned a

p opula t i on of a bou t 100 w h o ek ed ou t a preca riou s l i v elih ood
by hu s ba ndry and fi shi ng

,
bu t they gradua l ly died ou t or l ef t

the i s la nd
,
unti l i n rec ent yea r s the re were only some tw o or

three famili e s and the coa s tgua rd s r e s iding there . Nea r the
shore

,
on the we s t ern s ide

,
i s the chapel

,
a sma l l whi t ewa shed

build i ng
,
where Ma s s i s c el eb ra t ed twice o r three t imes a

yea r by a prie s t from the ma i nla nd .

Almo s t concea l ed by the grov e Of t ree s nea r the l andi ng
pla c e is the ca s t l e— a cu riou s ly de s igned buildi ng wi th thi ck
wa l l s and l oopholed a ngl e tower s

,
the Splayed wa l ls of whi ch

give the s t ruc ture a polygona l appea ra nce . When o r by
whom i t w a s erec ted

,
i s no t k nown for c e rta i n

,
bu t i f we

a l low for s ome a l t e ra t i on s
,
i t probab ly rep re s en ts the ca s tl e

which the notoriou s J ohn Tip loft , Ea rl o f Worce s ter
,
w a s

c ommi s s ioned t o erec t
,
while Lord Depu ty

,
for the d efence

O f the i s la nd aga i n s t the k i ng’ s e nemie s .

"

I n a fi eld to the south
,
and s ti ll qu it e d i s ti ngui shab le , i s a

b a nk or ditch
,
beli eved t o b e the rema i ns Of the for t ifica t Ion

whi ch Thoma s Ch a lloner
,
w ho l ea s ed the i s la nd i n the 16th

century
,
con s t ru c t ed

,
a s a condi t ion Of h is t enure , fo r the

defenc e o f the i nhab i ta nt s i n any emergency .

Nea rly i n the centr e of the i s la nd is Trini ty well , su r

round ed b y shrub s and bu she s
,
where i n former yea rs a

pa t ron w a s held on Trin i ty Sunda y . Ri s ing a bove this and

to the north is Knock ba ne
, 418 fee t high , the grea t e s t

e l eva t ion on the i s la nd .
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the oa th of a l l egia nce and p romis e t o go to th ei r r espect ive
ha bi ta ti on s

,
they would b e set a t l i b erty and permi t t ed to

l i v e qui e tly a t home . (S tory
’

s Impa rtia l Hi s to ry
,
p . 91, and

Ha rri s ’ s Li fe of Wi l l iam I I I
,
p .

I n the reign of Queen El i zab eth the i s la nd became th e

property Of S i r Wi ll iam Us sher
,
and h is d e s cenda n t

,
a rch

bi shop Us sher
,
s tayed there for s ome months i n 1626while

und er t rea tment by his phys ic ia n
,
Dr . Arthu r .

Lamb a y I s la nd h a s b een for some yea r s pa s t the p roperty
of th e Hon . Cec i l B a ri ng w h o h a s pu t s ome O f the la nd a d

j oini ng the ca s t l e i n to cul t iva t ion
,
added a wing to the old

building
,
and made the i s land a sa nctua ry for wild b i rd s .

and a nima l s .
An i nt ere s t ing a ccoun t of the i s la nd

,
principa l l y from a

na tu ra l i s t’ s point of v i ew
,
appea r s i n The I ri sh Na tura l i s t

for J a nua ry and Februa ry
,
1907 , which can b e s een a t th e

Na t i ona l Lib ra ry
,
Dubli n .



CHAPTER XLIX
l

OLD MAPS OF DUBLIN AND ITS DI STRICT

HE Old map s of Dubl i n and it s neighb ourhood a re no t
so numerou s a s one might expec t i n vi ew of th e
poli t i ca l importa nc e of the I ri sh Me tropol is from a n

Engli sh poi nt of v i ew . One of the ea rl i e s t a nd b e s t k nown
i s Sp eed’

s map of the c i ty, da t ed 1610 . B e s id e s this he
publ i s hed a map of The County Of . Leins t er

,

” but ow i ng
to it s sma l l s ca l e

,
l i t tl e deta i l i s shown

,
and i t is not of much

topographica l i n t ere s t . Next come the maps of the Crom
w ellian Su rvey

,
commonly k nown a s The Down Survey

,

”

ca rri ed ou t by S ir Wi ll iam Pet ty i n 1655
— 6. Thi s su rvey

w a s i n connec tion wi th the d i s t ribu t ion of the Forfei t ed
E s ta t e s i n I rela nd ; deta i l , a s might b e exp ec t ed

,
is ra ther

s ca nty
,
and the road s a re genera l l y i ndi ca t ed b y dot t ed l i ne s .

Th e m ap Of the Dubli n Di s t ri c t conta i n s s ome poi n t s of

i n t ere s t
,
but the s ca l e i s t oo sma l l t o admi t of ident ifi ca tio n

of more tha n genera l f ea tu re s .
B rook i ng ’ s map of the Ci ty, 17 28 , i s a well engra ved and

a ccu ra t e map Of the ci ty a s i t then w a s
,
bu t show s no thi ng

ou t s ide i t .
J ohn Rocqu e’ s map s of the Ci t y a nd County

,
i n s eve ra l

edi ti on s
,
circa 17 56

— 17 70 , a re ex cell en t map s
,
showing s uch

an a dva nce on thei r p redec e s s or s , tha t i t i s qui t e po s s i b l e
t o identi fy mo s t of the ma i n roads and ma ny of the by- roa d s .
They were i s s u ed i n v a riou s s ca l e s . On the 1762 ed i t i on th e
Gra nd Ca na l i s shown a s Pa r t of the New Ca na l . ” Very
l i t tl e i s shown i n Ra thmine s and Ra thga r

,
bu t Ra thga r

Avenue and it s cont inu a t ion a s fa r a s the Dodder
,
now k nown

a s Orwell Road
,
appea r a s a high road . The Dodd er w a s

then c ro s s ed by a ford nea r thi s poin t . The s i t e o f the
modern S andymount v i llage i s occupi ed by B rick field

Town
,

”
and Lord Merrion

’

s b rick field s ex tend thenc e a l ong
the shore t o Merrion . Sa ndymount Avenue a nd S erp entine
Avenue a re recogni sa bl e

,
a s a l s o Simmonscou r t Road . Ma ny

of the mounta i n s a re shown w i th thei r p re s ent name s
,
bu t
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the s ou thern s id e of the Tw o-rock Mounta i n is ca ll ed B la ck
Mounta i n — a name which now appea rs to b e qui t e lo s t .
Brow nrigg

’

s Map Of the d i s t ri c t a long the Gra nd Ca na l
from Dubli n t o the B a rrow a t Monas terevin

,
with vi ews

,

eleva t i on s
,
et c .

,
s ca l e ab ou t 1 i nch to the s ta tu t e mile

, w a s

publ i shed i n 17 88 , and appea rs t o ha ve b een ma i nly i nt ended
to sh ow the count ry adj oi ni ng the ca na l

,
then a work a t t ra c t

i ng con s idera bl e i n t er e s t .
Allen and Archer’ s Map of the Ci ty Of Dubli n

,
publi shed

in 1797 , i ncludes the urba n a rea only .

The fi r s t r ea l ly deta i l ed map s Of the County were tho s e
publi s hed by J ohn Taylor

,
of 8 Upper B aggot S tr eet

,
i n 18 16

,

and by Wi l l iam Dunca n
,
pri ncipa l dra f tsma n to the Qua r t er

ma s t e r Genera l ’s Depa rtmen t i n I rela nd, i n 18 2 1 . B oth Of
the s e m ap s a re b ea uti fully engra ved . Taylor’s map is

occa s i ona l ly i na ccu ra t e i n the drawing
,
bu t is a grea t adva nc e

on a nything tha t p rec eded i t . Fiv e yea rs a f t erwa rds
,
Dunca n

p roduced his s pl endid map , whi ch is qui t e a ma s t e rp i ec e O f
a ccu ra t e deta i l

,
and i t

,
t o a grea t ex t ent

,
super s eded Taylor’s .

I t mu s t ha ve ta k en yea rs of pa t i ent work , and enta i l ed an

immen s e a mount Of t ra vel l i ng a t a t ime when conveni enc e s
for l ocomoti on were few . I t i s a la rge map and w as u sua l ly
sold i n a roll e r and m ahoga ny ca s e

,
t o hang on a wa ll . The

s ca l e is 3 i nche s t o an I ri s h mile
,
equiva l en t t o 255; i nches t o

a s ta tu t e mil e . Deta i l ed ta bl es of d i s ta nces a re given
,
a s

a lso the sy s t em of t ria ngula t i on on which th e map w a s ba s ed .

For m any yea r s a ft e rwa rd s , i t w a s the s ta nda rd map of the
Cou nty Dubli n u s ed i n publ i c O ffic es and depa r tment s

,
ev en

a ft er the Ordna nc e Su rvey m aps of 18 37 h ad com e i nto
genera l u s e .

No t the l ea s t i nt ere s t ing fea tu re i n thi s m ap is the v i ew
,

which i s pa rtly i ncorpora ted i n the t i tl e s croll
,
of Kings town

and the B ay from a poi n t adj oi ning Ma rt ello Avenue
,
a bou t

a hund red ya rds north Of Sandycove Ra i lway b ridge . It

b ea r s no t i tl e
,
bu t 18 readily identifia bl e by a nyone familia r

wi th the l oca l i ty . No building s Of any k i nd a re repre s en ted
on the roa d between the Ob s e rver a nd Kings town

,
but con

Sp icu ou s ly i n vi ew on the left is the rock surmounted by it s
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The foll owing a re s ome Of the fea tu re s of i n t eres t i n the s e
two map s

DUNCAN’

S MAP— 18 2 1

Cons idera bl e Spa c e s of open count ry a re shown i n thi s
,

a s a l s o i n Taylor’ s map , both on the north and sou th s ides
of the ci ty

,
wi thi n the compa s s Of the Ci rcula r Road . Tw o

v i llages appea r a t Clonta rf— Clonta rf and Clonta rf Sheds . A
la k e is shown sou th of Sa ndymount Tower

,
on the low ground

s ou th of and adj oi ning th e pre s en t Sydney Pa rade Avenue .

Ra thmines Road h a s Mt . Anthony ”
and Wi ll iam ’

s

Pa rk
,

”
and Ra thga r Road— then new— h a s no buildings

Shown on i t . A building
,
h owever

,
is sh own a t the t op of

Ra thga r Avenue
,
p robably “ The Tha tch ”

(see p .

Ca s tl ewood Avenue ex t ends only a few hundred ya rds i n
l ength from Ra thmine s Road . Three Rock s a re ma rk ed
a t the summi t of the Three— rock Mounta i n , the Tw o-rock
Mounta in is ca ll ed Three Rock Mounta i n

,

”
and it s sou th

ea s t ern s ide i s ca l l ed B la ck Mounta i n .

” Leopa rds town is
correctly giv en a s Lep ers t ow n, the origi na l form ,

which i s
no doub t a t ra nsla t i on of the I ri sh

,
B allina low er . On the

l ine of road now known a s B a th Av enu e and Londonb ridge

Road
,
only one hou s e is Sh own— the Umbrella Hou s e (scc p .

The pre s en t Londonb ridge w a s e rec t ed i n 1857 , and w a s pre
ceded by a wooden b ridge

,
a wa t er- colou r d rawing of which

by Du Noy er may b e s een i n the Na ti ona l Ga l l e ry ,
Dublin .

Thi s roa d w a s la id ou t i n 1800 . I n De Gomme’ s map Of
167 3 , i t s s i t e i s a ll covered by wa t er . NO thoroughfa r e
b eyond Mount S t reet b ridge over the ca na l is shown on

Dunca n ’

s Map , and the road from town to B a ll s b ridge w a s

B aggot S t ree t and the p re s en t Pembrok e Road .

TAY LOR’
S MAP— I8 16

Qua y is ma rk ed b e s ide Tob ermaclaney ma rtel lo towe r
a t Portma rnock . B elmont Avenue i s ca ll ed “

Cold b low

Lane .

” Oa k l ey Road (formerly Cullen swood Avenue) is
ca ll ed Dunvill e La ne

,
and a t i t s s ou thern ex t remi ty is

shown a row of hou s es ex tend i ng from a bou t the S i t e of



OLD MAPS OF DUBLIN 487

A nnes l ey Pa rk t o th e Ra i lway ,
ca l l ed Dunvill e Pla c e .

The s e hou s es su rv i v e t o th e pre s en t d ay . On R a thmines
Road

,
Tourvill e ”

appea rs nea r Williamsp a rk , and Ca s t l e
w ood Av enue i s a cu l—dc—sa c . Ra thga r Road is ca l l ed New
Road . The Yellow Hous e i s s hown i n i t s p re s en t po s i t i on
b eyond Ra thfa rnham . The Nanik en ri ve r

,
flowing ou t on

“

th e shore a bou t i mile sou th of Wa t ermi l l Cot tage b ey ond
Dollymount

,
is ca l l ed B a ll yb oy s t ream .

” The Griffen r ive r
w hich flows i n to the Liffey a t Luca n

,
i s ca l l ed Ra c reena

rive r ” a t Mi ll town , nea r Lucan , and E s k e r ri v e r ” a t

E s ke r .
All the map s ment ioned i n this cha pt er can b e s een a t

the Na t iona l Lib ra ry
,
Dub l i n .

A t Lu can , nea r th e entrance to St . Catherine '

s
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NOTE S

(p . Th e immense ma ss of gran ite requ ired for th e Sou th Wa l l
grea ter even than tha t r equ ired for K ingstow n Ha rbou r — w a s

obta ined from th e qu a rr ies a t Da lkey Hi l l a nd from th e fo reshore
betw een B u l lock and K ings tow n . TO fac il ita te th e conveya nce
of th e ma t er ia l , th e B a l la s t B oa rd rebu i lt th e ha rbou r s Of B u l lock
and Sand ycove , and a cqu ired a lea se of B u l lock Ca s t le for many

yea rs .

(p . Th e name Of R icha rd Cranfield is commemora ted in t h e

t it le of Cranfield Place w hich runs from Tritonv il le Road to t h e

s ite of th e B a ths on th e shore .

3 (p . Sand ymou nt Avenu e w a s former ly Sand ymou nt La ne , t h e

name having been changed some 7 0 or 80 year s ago w hen th e

ne ighbou rhood b ecame a res id ent ia l one .

4 (p . Th e o ld c ity ga l low s is show n on one Of Rocqu e ’

s ma p s a s
stand ing a t th e intersection o f Low er B aggot and F itzw i l liam
Streets .

5 (p . A long th e road betw een Merr ion and W i l l iam stow n m ay
st i l l b e seen , now high and d ry , th e O ld s ea w a l l w hich served
t o p ro tect thi s p ort ion Of th e coa s t a ga ins t t h e ra vages Of t h e

s ea , p r ior t o t h e con stru ct ion o f th e Ra i lw ay .

6 (p . Th e fo l low ing p oem on K i l l iney Hi l l by my fr iend , Mr .

S . S . M cCu r ry , ap p ea rs in h is b ook , Th e B a l la d s of B a l ly
tumu l ty .

” He now l ive s in Lond on , and the p la int ive verse s
show tha t h e , l ike many of h is cou ntrymen , d oes not take kind ly
t o be ing An Ex i le of Er in .

KILLINEY HILL

To o ther land s , to o ther skie s ,
W ith re st le s s feet w e s tray ,

Vv
'

h ile Er in sta nd s w ith tea rfu l eye s ,
Invit ing u s to stay .

A re no t my b il l s a nd va l leys fa ir ,
F or thee to roam a t w i l l

Ha s earth a p ic tu re to comp a re
W

'ith sw eet K i l l iney HIl l

T here p rou d ly w a s I w ont to c l imb ,

F or summers tw enty-fiv e ,

A nd gaz ing rou nd me fe lt ea ch t ime
’

Tw a s good to b e a l ive ,

G od
’ s bou nty over sea and p la in ,

wou ld ca re and envy k i l l ,
A nd a l l th e w ays Of men seemed va in
On fa ir K i l l iney Hi l l .

49 1



49 2 NOTES

W
'hen Sp ring w ith ro sy finge rs d re s sed
Th e trees in tend er green ,

’

Tw a s b li ss a long t h e s lop e to re st ,
To w a tch th e l iv ing scene

I
’

ve h ea rd h er s tea l ing o
’

er t h e sod

A t ev e w hen a l l w a s st i l l ,
More fragran t tu rf sh e never trod
Than fa ir K i l l iney Hi l l .

Wh en Summer
'

h eld th e su ltry a ir ,
M id Gl enagea ry tre es ,

How g la d w a s I to w and er there ,
To ca tch th e evening O

b reez e .

W'hen A u tumn b rou gh t
‘

th e p ens ive mood

I l ingered in th e chi l l ,
To th ink of God and a l l things good
On fa ir K i ll iney Hi l l .

No t VVinter
’

s w e ird , u nw e lcome b la s t ,
Cou ld tu rn my

'

s t ep s aw ay ,

W
'

a tch ing t h e “ra in-c lou d s a s they p a s sed
A cro ss t h e mou nta ins grey .

Ea ch chang ing sea son o f t h e yea r ,
W ith fre sh d el ight cou ld thr i l l ,

TO make remembrance yet more d ea r
Of fa ir K i l l iney Hi l l .

B u t p a ss ing a re th e joys o f ea rth ,
A s a l l ou r l ive s w e p rove ,

A nd tea rs t oo Often w a it on m irth
A nd lo s s aye shad ow s love ;

Now ca s t u p on a d is tant Shore ,

Dim fea rs my bo som fi l l ,

Tha t Se ld om I may vi s it more
My ow n K i l l iney Hi l l .

McCURRY .

(p . See fu rther not ice o f Donnybrook F a ir here in .

(p . Ca rew O
’

Dw yer bo u ght Or lagh in 18 36 from Na than ie l
Ca ld w e l l , Governor o f t h e B a nk Of Ire land , a nd rebu i lt it , a d d ing
sp a c iou s room s , and stab le s . He a lso la id ou t new ga rd en s and
p lea su re grou nd s and introd u ced song b ird s , no gu n be ing a l low ed
nea r t h e p la ce .

Th e la rge banqu et ing ha l l w a s hu ng w ith tap es tr ie s broughtfrom Pa r is w hen Lou i s Ph i l ip p e a ltered t h e room s in th e Tu i lerie s
w hich Marie Anto inette h ad occu p ied .

Th e d raw ing-room w a s ad orned w ith p ictu re s o f sp ec ia l interest ,inc lu d ing a l ife-l ike p ortra it o f Lord Edw a rd F itzgera ld , one o f

Thoma s Moo re p a inted b y J a ck son, ano ther of Cu rr an and many
others Of w e l l-know n p ersonage s .

In th e ora to ry w a s a w ind ow o f 15th c entu ry sta ined g la s s .
F a ther Thoma s B u rke , t h e d i st ingu ished Dom in ican p rea cher ,
Often ce lebra ted Ma ss there .

9 (p . Qu ite c lo se to th e Three Rocks , on t h e northern s id e , a re

the fou nd a t ion s of a sma l l rec tangu la r bu i ld ing o f w hich nothing
i s know n .
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and sha ttered one of th e cumbrou s chimney s ta cks , a nd in

m any p laces it w a s evid ent tha t b u t for t h e t ime ly int erp os it ion
of th e s aw and ax e , th e g iant l imbs of t h e O ld t imber w ou ld in
the g rad u a l increa se Of yea rs , have forced the ir w ay throu gh
t h e roof and th e m a sonry it s e lf .

W ith in t h e a u thor ’s reco l lect ion this inn exhib ited a p ictoria l
rep re senta t ion of it s t it le Th e B leed ing Horse ,

”
b y w hich name

it is s t i l l know n . It w ou ld seem p robable tha t this o ld ho ste lry
w a s in ex i stence a t th e t ime of th e B a tt le of Ra thm ines .

13 (p . Ad d ison w a s a n int im a te fr iend Of Tick el l , and o ften
stayed w ith h im a t h is re s id ence w hich s tood a lmos t on t h e s ite
o f t h e Su p erintend ent ’s hou se , B otan ic Ga rd ens . Th e Y ew t ree
w a lk is tra d it iona l ly a ssoc ia ted w ith h is memory, and is s t i l l
ca l led Ad d i son ’

s Wa lk .

I4 (p .

“

Th e Whi skey Forge s tood a t th e p o int of land im

med ia te ly north of t h e Cla remont Ho t e l .
15 (p . I r egret t o s ee tha t Corona t ion Planta t ion i s now (19 20 )
be ing cu t d ow n , and I fea r t ha t Glen doo i s l ike ly t o meet th e

same fa te .



EQ UIPMENT

B OOTS , Er e — F or w a lking in th e cou n try there i s no thing so

comfortab le a s a p a ir of O ld , w e l l ~ca red boot s o r shoe s , w ith thic k
so le s kep t soft and w a terp roof w ith d u bbin . F or cyc l ing in w a rm
d ry w ea ther , canva s shoe s a re v ery coo l and l ight on th e fee t .

A p a ir of l ight a nklet s a re very u sefu l in w et w ea ther o r in boggy
cou n t ry , and throw Off a good d ea l of t h e ra in w h ich fa l l s from a.

w a terp roof . They shou ld b e o f soft p l iable ma ter ia l to enab le them
to b e ro l led u p and ca rried in the p ocket w hen not requ ir ed .

GLOV Es .

-Th e on ly rea l ly sa t i sfa ctory p rotect ion for t h e hand s invery co ld w ea ther i s a p a ir Of w oo l len g love s in s id e lea ther one s — th e

la tter , of cou rse ,
mu st b e a la rge s ize . Some p refer t h e w oo l ou t s id e ,

b u t my exp er ience i s tha t the g love s a r e w a rmer a nd w ea r better w i th
th e lea ther ou ts id e . M itten s (w ithou t fingers) if th ick enou gh , a re

the w a rme st of a l l , b u t a re ra the r c lum sy .

V VA TERPROOFS .

— A l ight cyc l ing cap e is t h e mo st conven ient and

p ortab le p ro tect ion aga in st the w ea ther , and ca n b e h ad l ight enou gh

t o ca rry in th e p ocket . A l so — a squ a re of w a terp roof cu t from an O ld

m ack in to sh i s very u sefu l a s a s ea-t in d amp w ea ther , a nd w hen fo ld ed ‘

take s u p l itt le room .

M APs .

—
'

It i s recommend ed tha t thi s book Shou ld b e rea d in con

j u nct ion w ith some good map o f th e D i str ict . Th e be st i s the O rd nance
Su rvey map Of th e Dub l in D i str ict , 1 inch to th e m i le , mou nted on

fabric , p rice 3 5 . It ex tend s from Po r trane on t h e north t o the sou thern
s lop es of B r ay Head on th e sou th , and to nea r Na a s on t h e w es tw a rd .

A sma l ler sca le i s of l itt le u s e ex cep t for cyc l ing o r motoring on the
ma in road s .
CAMERA .

— If you a re a p ho tograp he r, d o no t encumber you rse lf
w ith a heavy camera —

you w i l l b e temp ted e ither to leave it a t home
or e lse to u s e it reckle s s ly SO a s to have some va lu e for t h e troub le
of ca rry ing i t . A camera shou ld b e of su ch s ize and w e ight a s can

b e ca rr ied for a w ho le d ay w ithou t Inconven ience , shou ld no Op p o r

t u nity a r i se fo r u s ing i t . Mo s t Of th e p ho togra p h s rep rod u ced in thi sbook w ere taken w ith a fo ld ing Kod ak , fi tted w ith a n ord ina ry len s ,
and w e igh ing l itt le over a p ou nd . Even w ith the sma l le s t camera s

,

very p lea s ing m emento s m ay b e obta ined o f p la ce s or p erson s , and

en largements m a d e therefrom u p to ha lf p la te s ize .

If a camera b e taken on th e ca rrier Of a bicyc le , w hich is no t to b e
recommend ed , i t shou ld have a thick p a d d ing Of fe lt , a t lea st ha lf a n
inch thick a round it . A frame b ag 13 , how ever , a mu ch better w a y
o f ca rry ing it . It goe s w ithou t say ing tha t a camera for the p ed e s trian
or cyc l i st shou ld be o f th e fi lm va rie ty .

G1.A s s .

— A g la s s of some kind i s a p lea s an t comp an ion in a cou ntry
ramb le . Th e be st , of cou rse , a r e the p r isma t ic kind , b u t they a re now

very exp en s ive . A m agn ify ing p ow er of 6 w i l l b e found the mo s t
genera l ly su itab le . In the ca se of th e o ld sty le Of g la s s (Ga l i lean) a

higher p ow er than 45 i s not a d vis able on a ccou n t of the sma l lne s s Of
t h e fie ld . Do not b u y an infer ior g la s s of . any d escr ip t ion— they a r e

inj u r iou s and u ncomfortable .
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Ma la h i d e , 280— 28 2
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oys t er s , 280
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Hous e , 247
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413
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St ra nd of ,
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O l i ver ’s Corner , 217
O r la gh Hous e (now Co l lege ) ,
122

O rwe l l B rid g e , 108 , 109
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Pa t r i ck , S t .
, Roya l Co l leg e o f,

3 3 6

inh os p i ta b le t rea tmen t o f
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Ra th fa rn ham , 113 , 114
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Ra t hfa rnham Cas t le , 113 , 114
d ower hous e , 128
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exp los ion a t , 113

s t orm ing o f, 113

Ra thg a r A v en ue , 17 1
Ca s t l e , 17 1, 17 2

Ca s t le Cot ta ge , 17 1
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17 3

roa d , 169 , 17 1

Ra thm ich a el La ne , 7 3

ru ins , 7 3

Th e Sku l l Ho le , 7 3

Ra th m ines , an c ient ca s t le o f,

17 2 .
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Roa d a s s een from
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is t s , 18 8

inh a bi t ed b y inva l i d s , 170
o l d , 169

Th e Cha ins ,
Ra thmore , 3 8 4

— 3 86

d u n a t , 3 8 4
— 3 86

en coun t er w i th Ir is h a t ,
3 8 5, 3 86

Rhod od end rons in Glen d oo

154

Rid e les for d , Wa l ter d e , 82 ,
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R ings en d , 1
— 6

169 , 17 0

b r id ge d es t royed b y
flood s , 5, 6

ca r , 3

d i ffi cu l ty o f a cces s to , 4

e ty m o logy o f n am e , 3

John Dunton ’

s re ference
to , 4



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


510

f
‘

!
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Sword s , 28 8
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church , 203
loot ed b y O

’

Tool e o f
Ima a l , 201
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ra p p a r ees a t , 202 , 203
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203 , 204
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Hi l l , 63

Temp le Hi l l , B la ckrock , 41

Temp leogue Hous e , 209
B a l la d , 17 6

B r id ge , 17 5

In tel l igencer , 17 6

o l d ford , 17 5

Terenure , 17 4
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”
R a thga r , 17 1

Th ree Ca s t les , th e , ” 3 9 1-3 94
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Three Rocks , Du Noyer ’

s d e
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Dod d er , 113

VA NESSA an d Sw i ft , 23 1, 23 2
Va ughan , Sir W i l l iam , 186

Va uxha l l Ga rd ens , B la ckrock
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V i ctor ia Pa rk , K i l l iney , 60
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”
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Tyr re l l ’s Pas s , 3 05



INDEX

WALDRON ’

S B r id ge , 109

Wa ls h , Rev . Dr .
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Wood t own , n ea r Moun t Pelier ,
126

Wond erful B a rn , th e ,
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