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Friends of Mineralogy – Best Article for the year 2018 Awards  
 

The three best articles in three journals for the year 2018 were presented at the Saturday 
night banquet at the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show. These are annual awards that are cho-
sen from a panel of judges, coordinated by the FM Vice-President. The each journal receives 
a donation of $200 in honor of the awardees. 
 

 
 

For the Mineralogical Record, the best article for 2018 was awarded to Peter K. M. Megaw for 
“The Santa Eulalia Mining district, Chihuahua, Mexico,” v. 49, no. 1,p. 4- 184. 
 

 

 
For Rocks & Minerals, the best article for 2018 was awarded to Kenneth Bladh for “Crystal 
Systems: A Qualitative Visual Guide,” v. 93, no. 1, p. 12-20. 
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For Mineral News, the best article for 2018 was awarded to Herwig Pelckmans for 
“Malhmoodite Meanderings,” v. 34, no. 6, p. 1,3,15. 

Via Midwest Chapter Newsletter 5/62019 
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Via Midwest Chapter Newsletter 7-8/2019 
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COLORADO  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/  

http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/
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MIDWEST  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.fommidwest.org  

Recent Show and FM Meeting in Mansfield 
 

 Members of FM Midwest who live near Mansfield, Ohio invited the 
chapter officers and other members to hold a meeting on the Saturday 
(June 8) of the Richland Lithic & Lapidary Society Show at the Richland 
County Fairgrounds. 
We did so in the afternoon in the outdoor Nature Center. It was a beauti-
ful day! 
 On behalf of the officers present, I want to thank our hosts and 
the FM members at the meeting for an engaging conversation led by 
Randy on ideas for social and new collecting activities that 
would be of interest as standalone or concurrent activities on the same 

day as FM business meetings. All members present received FM Midwest decals to display 
proudly. 
 The Show theme was Fabulous Fluorites and attendees were treated to several displays 
of spectacular Ohio and world fluorite specimens. Tom Kottyan had a wonderful case of Ohio 
(mainly Clay Center) fluorites and two others with spectacular fluorite from around the world. 
The following three photos can only give a hint of the quality and comprehensiveness of this 
collection. 

http://www.fommidwest.org
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John and Jay Medici had a case of self-collected calcite and fluorite specimens from Auglaize 
quarry. The famous purple center-phantom cubes are front and center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 The NJ Chapter of Friends of Mineralogy NJ Chapter, along with the North Jersey Min-
eralogical Society (NoJMS), had some outstanding monthly Meetings and field trips this past 
Spring.  Each meeting and trip was well attended and members all found good specimens 
from the respective trip locations, which were in NJ, PA, and CT.  The most recent trip outing 
was just this past Saturday in Monmouth County, at the famed Ramanessin Brook and Big 
Brook, for marine fossil collecting. 
 
Here are some of our Field Trip reports to get a sense of our collecting trips: 
 
Trip:  Ramanessin Brook and Big Brook, Holmdel and Marlboro, Monmouth County, NJ 
Date:  Sat Jun 22 
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MISSISSIPPI VALLEY  

CHAPTER  

UPDATE 
Your Report could be here! 
 

NEW JERSEY 
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
 https://fomnj.wordpress.com/  

https://fomnj.wordpress.com/
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We had a fantastic day of fossil digging yesterday at Ramanessin Brook and Big Brook. At-
tendees from NoJMS, Friends of Min NJ Ch. and the Morris Museum, were: Groundhog Dave, 
Derek Yoost, Mike “Mr Maui” Machette, "Super" Nicole Rios, Laura Lynne "Schmeltz", Kimm 
Brancato, Dr. Diane Carluccio, Jan Strachan, Linda Lovstad,  Gary Quam, Laura Jacobson, 
Rob Rybnicky, Ina Cabrera Franck, Ray Bossinger with daughter, Dan “the Photog” and Linda 
Sackerman with children Gabriella and Alex, Pat Sheridan, Corey Ogden, Kathy Francis and 
her husband John. Derek was our official Guide at both locations and was eager to help identi-
fy anything that was picked up. 
 
Everyone found a number of small and mid-sized teeth and a few decent sized ones here and 
there. Derek had 2 outstanding finds, an Arrowhead at Ramanessin, and a BIG Cuclia (hinged 
bivalve shell like cockle shell) at Big Brook. Nick Sackerman found a small live red-eared slider 
turtle at Ramamessin Brook, and a few ray crusher teeth were found by various members in-
cluding The Hog. 
 
On a humorous note, at Ramanessin, The Hog found a spot of "quick-silt" and lost a shoe to 
the depths after some sinking. Rob Rybnicky assisted the Hog in digging up the shoe which 
took a LOT of digging. Also in this vein, Ina Taurus braved the streambed sans shoes but 
wound up fine and had one of the better hauls of nice sized teeth.  
 
 
Trip Location: Case Quarry, Meshomasic State Forest, Portland, CT 
Date: Sat Jun 8 
Clubs Represented:  Friends of Mineralogy NJ Chapter (FM-NJ), North Jersey Mineralogical 
Society (NoJMS) 
 
We had an outstanding trip this past weekend to Case Quarry in Portland, CT.  Known for 
boasting plenty of pegmatite material to look through, there was no shortage of opportunities to 
dig and surface collect.  Newbie Anne Wellington introduced herself and brought artisanal Do-
nuts for the trip attendees, which is a great way to ensure getting over with the crowd!  Many 
small pieces of Beryl and Garnet as well as larger Mica and Quartz pieces, were collected.  In 
particular, Ryan Klockner found some stunning large Beryls over an inch long and at least 1/2 
inch wide.  Also some garnet crystals accompanied his Beryl finds.  Newbies Judy Dazle and 
Reba Quartey found many 1/2 inch Beryl crystals surface collecting in the pit area, and Ron 
and Jess found numerous small Beryls and garnets further back in the woods.   Ron found a 
particularly nice multi-layer mica specimen in feldspar w quartz.  Nina had a notable Beryl find 
in the pit area, maybe 3/4" square, approximately.  Bobby Allen enjoyed the day in his beach 
chair after a brief collecting spurt early on. 
Myself and Bobby Allen enjoyed Guida's Ice Cream after the dig, and we HIGHLY recommend 
that Guida's be an official stop-over for after the dig. 
 
Trip: National Limestone Quarries, Middleburg and Mt Pleasant Mills Quarry Sites 
Date: Sat May 4 
Clubs represented: Friends of Mineralogy NJ Chapter (FM-NJ), North Jersey Mineralogical 
Society (NoJMS), Delaware Mineralogical Society (DMS) 
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Outstanding trip to National Limestone Quarries yesterday. Had members of North Jersey Min-
eralogical Society (NoJMS), Friends of Mineralogy NJ Chapter (FM-NJ), and Delaware Miner-
alogical Society (DMS) in attend. Lots of nice calcite xls and Travertine were found in vugs in 
boulders and in plates, at both Middleburg and Mt Pleasant Mills Quarries. Some nice Wavell-
ite finds and some Planerite, were found by DMS members at Mt Pleasant Mills Quarry.  As 
always, there was a good canine turnout including Dusty, Max and Angel, and Rainier, among 
others.  We followed up the 2nd quarry with a trip to Jim Van Fleet's to mineral hunt in his 
barn, which was great as usual.  And on the heels of that, some of us went to the nearby Bo-
nanza Steakhouse for dinner per Jeff Wilson's recommendation. 
 
As always, a huge thank you to Eric Stahl for his generosity in having us visit. And also a big 
thank you to “Host Extraordinaire” Jim Van Fleet for having us mineral hunt in his barn. And a 
big thank you to Jeff “the Bald Eagle” Wilson for helping steer the course of the day and for our 
thoughtful conscientious group of members who always help the day run smooth including 
Mike "Pie Man" Dunton, Ron “ChiselButser” Schulz, and Jess Jacobson. 
 
Date: Sat Apr 13 
Trip Location: Bart Twp., Lancaster County, PA 
How: Invite Trip from Delaware Mineralogical Society (DMS) 
 
Well we had one OUTSTANDING Field trip yesterday to Lancaster PA for Amethyst collecting. 
A big thank you to the Delaware Mineralogical Society and Field Trip Coordinator Tom Pank-
ratz and President Teddi Silver for the invite.  Over 120 ppl from 6+ clubs attended!  Everyone 
young and old found points and clusters of Smokies, Amethysts and milky or colorless quartz.  
Surface collecting, aided by recent rain, turned up a lot of nice small points and clusters of am-
ethyst and Smokies.  Most attendees, after doing a healthy amount of surface scanning, start-
ed digging down as recommended, about a 1 1/2 feet where the greyish soil layer turned to an 
orange-tan sand.  Here the larger clusters and points were found, particularly large in some 
cases. 
 
Everyone wound up going out with numerous pieces of varying size and quality, too numerous 
to really name "Finds of the Day". 
 

 The PNWFM Symposium will be held October 18-20 at the Red Lion Hotel in Kel-
so, Washington.  The theme this year is, "Specimen Mines of the West”.  

PACIFIC  
NORTHWEST  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.pnwfm.org  
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PENNSYLVANIA  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.rasloto.com/FM/  

 
Your Report could be here! 

Speaker List: 
 
Virgil Lueth 
     The Chino Mine, New Mexico 
     The Magdalena Mining District, New Mexico 
 
Alex Homenuke 
     The Highland Bell Mine, British Columbia 
     The Keno Hill - Galena Hill Area, Yukon 
 
Les Presmyk 
     The Red Cloud Mine, Arizona 
     The Pioneer District, Arizona 
 
Erin Delventhal 
     The Blanchard Mine, New Mexico 

http://www.rasloto.com/FM/
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
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NATIONAL  
MEMBERS  
“AT-LARGE”  
 
 

 

Your Report could be here!  
 

Would someone like to speak up for the “at-large”  
members?  

 Needs, wants, comments? 
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From Your Editor 
 
 I invite all chapters and anyone from the Members At-Large to either email me their 
chapter newsletters or a President’s report each quarter. Chapters would really like to learn 
from each other what is working for them or what exciting things are happening like field trips or 
presentations.  
 I request that they be emailed since I can store them in one location and not have to 
search around the internet for every chapter that posts theirs. Just add me to your email list. 
Beth Heesacker, heesacker@coho.net . 
 I also invite your pictures of your minerals to grace the pages of this newsletter. 
 Also please let me know if your President changes so I can keep the officers’ page up to 
date. 
 Your articles can make this Bulletin a greater resource for mineral collectors around the 
world. Thank you in advance. 

Interested in a wonderful resource for teaching  
children about minerals? 

Check out the books and other resources at  
Diamond Dan Publications. 

http://www.diamonddanpublications.net/ 
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FM AFFILIATES 
 
The Friends of Mineralogy is a long-time affiliate of The Mineralogical Record magazine. The magazine was 
founded in 1970 by John White, who was at that time a curator in the Mineral Sciences Department of the 
Smithsonian Institution. With the initial help of a financial backer, Arthur Montgomery, White succeeded in 
launching and bootstrapping the fledgling publication to the point where it was marginally self-sustaining.  
After seven years as editor and publisher, White stepped aside for a new Editor, Wendell Wilson.  
 
Since then the Mineralogical Record has grown steadily in size, quality and prominence, thanks to the contri-
butions of over 700 authors, photographers, artists, advertisers and donors. It has become a collective labor 
of love on the part of the entire mineralogical community worldwide. It is the only journal to have a new min-
eral species named in its honor (minrecordite), and it is the only journal to have received the Carnegie Miner-
alogical Award. Subscriptions, back issues, books and a variety of free databases are available online at 
www .Mineralogical Record .com. 
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Canada 
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