


From: [Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Permanent Secretary 
Sent: Thursday, May 4, 2023 11:03 AM 
To: Ashleigh Gray <Ashleigh.Gray@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Director of Communica�ons, Ministerial Support 
<DirectorCMS@gov.scot>;[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Ian Mitchell <Ian.Mitchell@gov.scot>; Andrew 
Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; FoI SpAds PO 
<FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For clearance by 5 May - RE: Leter to Permanent Secretary re. Opera�on Branchform 

Hi Ashleigh 

Many thanks for the below. To confirm, the Perm Sec has cleared the below. 

Thanks again, best wishes 

[Redacted]

Private Secretary to The Permanent Secretary

The Scottish Government

PermanentSecretary@gov.scot 

Scottish Ministers, Special Advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 
2016.  See www.lobbying.scot

From: Ashleigh Gray <Ashleigh.Gray@gov.scot>  
Sent: 03 May 2023 11:54 
To: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Director of Communica�ons, Ministerial Support 
<DirectorCMS@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Ian Mitchell <Ian.Mitchell@gov.scot>; Andrew 
Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted]@gov.scot>;  
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; FoI SpAds PO 
<FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot> 



Subject: For clearance by 5 May - RE: Leter to Permanent Secretary re. Opera�on Branchform 
Importance: High 

Ps/Perm Sec, 

Further to my note below on handling of the response to the leter from Daniel Johnson MSP, please 
find atached a dra� FOI response for your clearance. Please note the deadline for issuing is Friday 5 
May. 

If you are content with the atached I will issue by close Friday via the FOI system on MiCase. 

For your awareness, there are four further FOI requests rela�ng to Opera�on Branchform that we are 
currently considering. 

Kind regards, 

Ashleigh 

Ashleigh Gray |Deputy Director (interim) Propriety & Ethics | Sco�sh Government| Mob: 
[Redacted]|Email:  Ashleigh.gray@gov.scot 

[Redacted]
[Redacted]
[Redacted]
[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]





Kind regards,
Ashleigh
Ashleigh Gray |Deputy Director (interim) Propriety & Ethics | Scottish Government| Mob: 
[Redcated]|Email: Ashleigh.gray@gov.scot





OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

[Redacted]
Directorate for Propriety & Ethics 
6th July 2023 

FOI REQUESTS – 202300361223 and 202300361710: SUBMISSION FOR MINISTERIAL 
DECISION 

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance 

Purpose 

1. You are invited to agree that the attached draft response to two information requests
made under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA) should be
issued.

Priority 

2. Routine. The deadline for response is 10 July.

Background 

3. We have received two FOI requests, which are in very similar terms:

202300361223:

- All internal correspondence/communication regarding the arrest of Nicola Sturgeon.
This should include (but not be limited to) emails, documents, WhatsApp messages,
letters and call logs.

- All external correspondence/communication regarding the arrest of Nicola
Sturgeon.

This should include (but not be limited to) emails, documents, WhatsApp messages, 
letters and call logs. 

202300361710: 

Please provide me with any correspondence, briefing notes, memos and attachments 
relating to the arrest of former FM Nicola Sturgeon on 11 June. 

4. Draft responses, together with the information proposed for release, are attached.

Reason for seeking Ministerial Decision 

5. A Ministerial decision is considered appropriate in this case because there are
significant public interest considerations in the communications around the arrest of
the former First Minister.

Special Adviser Comments 

6. Special Advisers have seen the material proposed for release and have recommended
that Ministerial clearance is required.

Advice from FOI Unit 



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

7. Advice has been sought from the FOI Unit confirming the technical competence of
the recommended options related to disclosure.

Area(s) for consideration 

8. [Redacted]

9. [Redacted]

Recommendation 

10. The Deputy First Minister is invited to agree that the attached draft response be issued.

[Redacted]
Directorate for Propriety & Ethics 
[Redacted]







DFM is content.
Kind regards,
[Redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance – Shona Robison MSP
The Scottish Government
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG
T: [Redacted] | E: DFMCSF@gov.scot
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records 
of such e-mails or attachments.
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: Ashleigh Gray <Ashleigh.Gray@gov.scot> 
Sent: 05 May 2023 14:31
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG Corporate
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Ian Mitchell <Ian.Mitchell@gov.scot>; Director of Communications, 
Ministerial Support <DirectorCMS@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Callum McCaig <Callum.Mccaig@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: FOIs operation branchform
Hi [Redacted],
Yes, Colin has seen and is content.
Best,
Ashleigh

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot> on behalf of Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>
Sent: Friday, May 5, 2023 1:25:55 PM
To: Ashleigh Gray <Ashleigh.Gray@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG Corporate
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Ian Mitchell <Ian.Mitchell@gov.scot>; Director of Communications, 
Ministerial Support <DirectorCMS@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Callum McCaig <Callum.Mccaig@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOIs operation branchform
Thanks Ashleigh,
Before DFM considers, can you confirm if SpAds have had sight of these 
proposed responses?
Kind regards,
[Redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for





OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

To: Deputy First Minister 

FOI REQUEST: SUBMISSION FOR MINISTERIAL DECISION 

Purpose 

1. You are invited to agree the two attached draft responses to information requests made
under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA). These follow two related
FOI requests that you cleared on 5 May (cases 202300350348 – [Redacted] and
202300351077 – [Redacted]

Priority 

2. Routine. You will be aware of the Scottish Ministers’ statutory obligation to comply
promptly, in terms of section 10(1) of FOISA.

• The 20th day for a response to these two requests (202300353098 and
202300353106 – both [Redacted] is 24 May;

Background 

3. Both requests seek information held by the Scottish Government in relation to Police
Operation Branchform into SNP finances and funding.

Request  202300353098:
Under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 I would like to request the
following:
- All communication between the Scottish Government and Police Scotland in relation to
Operation Branchform.
This should include but not be limited to all face-to-face meetings, emails, documents,
instant messages, letters, call logs, etc.
Please state who in government the communication was with - for example, any face-to-
face meetings include list of all in attendance.

Request 202300353106: 
Under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 I would like to request the 
following: 
-All internal communication in relation to Operation Branchform.
This should include but not be limited to all face-to-face meetings, emails, documents,
instant messages, letters, call logs, etc.
Please state who in government the communication was with - for example, any face-to-
face meetings include list of all in attendance.

4. We have carried out appropriate and proportionate searches under the FOISA rules for
both requests and identified a small amount of information that falls within the scope of
these two requests, the majority of which we consider should be released.

5. In relation to the first request, I consider that there are two records that fall to be released,
one of which is additional to the records that were released last week under the previous
FOI requests (reflecting the different date range associated with this current request).

6. In relation to the second request, I consider that there 7 records that fall to be released,
one of which is additional to the records that were released last week under the previous
FOI requests (reflecting the different date range associated with this current request).
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The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of
Scotland 
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Alison Johnstone MSP 
Presiding Officer 
Convener of Parliamentary Bureau 
The Scottish Parliament  

 

 

Office of Alexander Burnett MSP 
M2.18  

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Alexander.burnett.msp@parliament.scot 
www.alexanderburnett.com 

0131 348 5642  
 

17 May 2023 

Dear Presiding Officer, 

I write to you today to request the formal establishment of a committee to investigate Operation 
Branchform, the codename for the investigation into the SNP’s finances.  

As you will be aware, over the past few weeks, two senior Scottish National Party officials 
have been arrested, causing significant alarm to the public and the parliament. This 
investigation has been ongoing for nearly two years now and there are many elements of the 
investigation where both the public and the media have expressed interest and as a parliament 
we have a duty to uncover the truth about this investigation.  

You will recall that in 2019, a committee was set up to investigate the Scottish Government’s 
handling of complaints against Alex Salmond. This was despite a criminal investigation into 
Salmond that was ongoing, but the parliament decided to set up an inquiry of its own, because 
it was in the public interest.  

This sets a precedent that a committee can be established before a criminal investigation 
concludes, albeit the work cannot start until the conclusion of proceedings in the criminal case. 
Therefore, a committee should be established looking into Operation Branchform, so that we 
can establish the facts and give the public the answers that they deserve. 

I therefore propose that a new committee be established to lead this inquiry, with proceedings 
beginning upon the conclusion of Operation Branchform and any resulting criminal 
proceedings, and suggest that the Parliamentary Bureau discusses the matter at its next 
meeting. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

All the best, 
Alex 

Alexander Burnett 
MSP for Aberdeenshire West 



[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

From: fRedacted]@gov.scot> 

Sent: 29 May 2023 15:02

To: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 

<LordAdvocate@gov .scot> 

Cc: Communications Justice and Home Affairs 

<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>: [Redacted]@gov.scot>: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>: [Redacted]@gov .scot>: [Redacted]@gov .scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>: [Redacted]@gov.scot>: 

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redcated]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>: [Redacted]@gov.scot>: [Redacted]@gov.scot>: Cabinet Secretariat 

In box <CabinetSecretariat@gov.sc0t>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>: <[Redacted]@gov.scot>: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Neil Rennick 





The attached SG FOI shows the new lord advocate has attended cabinet on over 
40 occasions. This is at a time when the investigation into SNP finances has been 
ongoing.
Would you like to comment on this and whether the LA’s dual role should be split?
My deadline is 3.30pm.

[Redacted]
News | Media Manager
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture Communications
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Mobile: [Redacted]| Portfolio Media inquiries: [Redacted]
www.gov.scot/news

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of
any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the
e-mail, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and
Procurator Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful
purposes. Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not
necessarily reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has
been checked for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the
work of the Department.





Jack Middleton
Special Adviser to the First Minister
[Redacted]
jack.middleton@gov.scot
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are 
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot.

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Communications DFM & Finance Sent: 03 June 
2023 15:34
To: Ashleigh Gray <Ashleigh.Gray@gov.scot>; Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>
Cc: FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>;[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Ian Mitchell <Ian.Mitchell@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Communications DFM & Finance 
<CommunicationsDFMandFinance@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>;[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>
Subject: Media query - Express - Operation Branchform/FOI
Colleagues
The Express have approached us for comment on the two attached documents, 
released through FOI, regarding Operation Branchform.
In the Perm Sec letter to FM, the reporter is particularly interested in the line: “I 
would advise no comment on live investigations”.
The other document is about a planned question about the investigation during a 
Q&A with school pupils and Mr Brown.
Opposition comments as follows:
Scottish Conservative chairman Craig Hoy MSP said: “It’s little surprise SNP 
ministers have been advised to stonewall any questions about the financial 
scandal engulfing the party. Avoiding scrutiny and saying nothing is their default 
position whenever there are awkward questions.
“But while that tactic might work to palm off journalists, it won’t cut it with the 
police. This is a major criminal investigation and everyone questioned by Police 
Scotland has a duty to cooperate.
“It’s a measure of how serious and toxic this scandal is for the SNP that their 
deputy leader, Keith Brown, was petrified about being grilled on it by school 
pupils.”
Suggest the following response – grateful for views.
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:
“Given that there is a live police investigation, it would be inappropriate to 
comment”.
Many thanks
[Redacted]
Senior Media Manager | Deputy First Minister, Finance and Corporate
Scottish Government
3-W, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG



[Redacted]













[Redacted]
Political Editor
Scottish Daily Mail
Room PM03
Scottish Parliament
EH99 1SP

[Redacted]

Disclaimer

This e-mail and any attached files are intended for the named addressee only. It contains information, 
which may be confidential and legally privileged and also protected by copyright. Unless you are the 
named addressee (or authorised to receive for the addressee) you may not copy or use it, or disclose it 
to anyone else. If you received it in error please notify the sender immediately and then delete it from 
your system. Associated Newspapers Ltd. Registered Office: Northcliffe House, 2 Derry St, Kensington, 
London, W8 5TT. Registered No 84121 England.



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

[Redacted] on behalf of Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance
[Redacted] Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance
FoI SpAds PO; Ashleigh Gray; Ian Mitchell; [Redacted]; [Redacted] DG Corporate; Freedom of 
Information
RE: For DFM clearance - FOI 202300361223 / 202300361710 - arrest of Nicola Sturgeon
06 July 2023 17:47:48

This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision.
This email must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team
in line with SG records management policy.

[Redacted]
DFM is content.
Kind regards,
[Redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance – Shona Robison MSP
The Scottish Government
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG
T: [Redacted] | M: [Redacted] | E: DFMCSF@gov.scot
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments.
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: [Redacted]
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 11:05 AM
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>
Cc: FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Ashleigh Gray <Ashleigh.Gray@gov.scot>; Ian 
Mitchell <Ian.Mitchell@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>;  <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; DG 
Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>
Subject: For DFM clearance - FOI 202300361223 / 202300361710 - arrest of Nicola Sturgeon
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance PO,
Priority – Routine – the deadline for response is 10 July.
Please see the attached submission for clearance by the Deputy First Minister, 
along with 2 FOI responses and documents proposed for release.
We are planning to release a number of documents in response to 2 FOIs on the 
arrest of Nicola Sturgeon (the same set of documents will issue to both FOI 
requesters with just a small variation to the covering draft letter, both attached). 
SpAds have seen and indicated that the response should be sent for ministerial 
clearance but comms lines are not required.
The Deputy First Minister has been sighted on previous FOI requests around 
Operation Branchform and will be aware of the context of these requests.
Perm Sec and Lesley Fraser (DG Corporate) have seen this proposed release and 
have cleared to go for DFM clearance.
Thanks very much,
[Redacted]
Please note I am currently mostly working from home and am contactable on Microsoft Teams or 
using the mobile number below.

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FE4FD9F6392B49FCBC4FDDBEC90AC537-JEFFERIES L
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Highlight



[Redacted]| DPE: Propriety & Ethics | The Scottish Government Phone: 
[Redacted] | Mobile [Redacted] | e-mail: [Redacted] Mail: 1W.10 | St. 
Andrew's House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG





Express looking for comment on this Fol which went up on the SG website on July 

11: Operation Branchform communications: FOi release  gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

Planning to go back with the line below- any issues let me know by 4.30pm. 

Thanks, 

[Redacted] 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

"Given that there is a live police investigation, it would be inappropriate to 

comment". 

[Redacted  out of scope]
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