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From the Cover ……
C. japonica 'Yukibotan'

White, large peony form, petals much undulated with  small
petaloids interspersed with stamens.  Originated in the Kanto
District, Japan c. 1859.  Imported to the U.S.  McIlhenny,
Jungle Gardens, Avery Island, LA. and listed by him in 1937.
An 'oldie but goodie' that was widely grown in the  South
and is still in many of the older gardens.  I photographed this
one in my garden recently.  Kenn C.

Visit our website at  www.gulfcoastcamelliasociety.org
And our Facebook page at  www.facebook.com/gulfcoastcamelliasociety
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President’s Message
Joe Holmes

St. Francisville, Louisiana

of our hoop house and tore apart an
irrigation system.  He also talked about the
three highly successful plant sales we had
this year even though we cancelled our
February show.

Although our regular events were
cancelled during the past year, our core
group of 5 or 6 have gathered on Wednes-
day mornings at Burden and cared for the
Stone Camellia Collection and our grafted
plants. We’re beginning to see our grafting
successes as we begin removing the cups
from the 400+ grafts we did in February.

In my garden I have been amazed at
the amount of spring growth I see, partic-
ularly on my grafts from last year.  I don’t
know if this exceptional growth is a

response to the week of freezing tempera-
tures with snow and ice that we experi-
enced here this past February or the
fertilizer I applied in late March or a
combination of both or something else. In
any case, I certainly welcome it.

Please continue to share news and
photos of your club activities, articles
about camellia gardens, people, plants, or
anything you find interesting.  Our Editor,
Kenn Campbell, welcomes all the material
you can provide.

I’m happy to report that the Baton Rouge
Camellia Society, serving as the host

club for the 2021 Annual Meeting of the
GCCS, is actively working on our October
meeting in St. Francisville, LA.  The
meeting dates are Saturday and Sunday,
October 23 and 24, 2021.  The venue is
Hemingbough, an event center just outside
town.  Saturday evening’s banquet, Sun-
day’s lunch, and Sunday evening’s dinner
will all be at Hemingbough. The plant
auction and silent auction will also be in
the same location.  Hemingbrough’s Guest
House has eight rooms. The St. Francis-
ville area offers a variety of lodging
choices – two hotels, several bed and
breakfasts, various cabins, “camps” on
Lake Rosemound, and, for the adventur-
ous, an antique Airstream beside a creek.
More information will be in the registra-
tion packets which will be mailed in
August.  St. Francisville has several
popular antique stores, historical museums
and churches, and two state parks with
antebellum homes and gardens. I’m
certain that there will something to enter-
tain you during your visit.

Now that many of us have gotten our
vaccinations, some semblance of nor-
malcy is returning.  The BRCS had its first
meeting in a year on Sunday, May 2, at
the Pavilion at The Burden Museum and
Gardens.  We had a potluck picnic with
33 in attendance. President Mike Ruth
talked about the numerous crises we’ve
experienced during the last year including
5 hurricanes/tropical storms, an ice and
snow event which caused damage from
broken limbs and burst irrigation systems,
and freak storms which uprooted one end

New growth on
'Sadaharu Oh'
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 Camellias in Exquisite English Gardens
by

Ruby G. Campbell, Baton Rouge, LA

In the beginning.  While camellias are
not native to the United Kingdom, the
plant has been embraced by the British

for close to three hundred years.  It all
seems to have begun with renowned
horticulturist, Robert James Petre, 8th

Baron Petre, and his gardener, Robert
Gordon.
 Born three months following his
father’s death, Lord Petre developed an
interest in horticulture as a child, and by
the time he was a teen, he was friends with
some of the most eminent botanists of the
day.  At the age of 18, he had complete
control of Thorndon Hall which had been
held for him in trust since his father’s
death.
 In order to grow exotic species from
seed, Lord Petre developed huge “stoves”
(hothouses) in which he could create beds
of tanner’s bark, a by-product of leather
manufacture which generated a constant
heat of about 77̊F needed to reach the high
temperatures required for germination.  It
was in one of these stoves that camellias
were first grown in England, at Thorndon
Hall, Essex, in 1739.
 During the next two years, Petre
continued to increase the plantings in his
gardens and develop state of the art
glasshouses.  Unfortunately, he died of
smallpox at about the age of 30 years, and
soon his gardens and greenhouses fell into
disrepair.
 This tragedy, however, did not halt
the spread of camellias in the UK. After
the death of Petre, his gardener, James
Gordon, who was well respected in his
own right, went on to start a successful
nursery.  It was Gordon who is responsi-
ble for introducing the first camellias for

sale in England f rom his nursery in Mile
End.
 From this point on, camellias became
a “must have” plant for the well-to-do.
Believing that camellias needed sheltered
conservatories to protect them from cold
and frosts, these plants were not for the
hoi-polloi who could not afford to grow
them.  Thus camellias were collected by
the wealthy and skilled horticulturists who
placed the plants in exquisite gardens.
The ensuing craze for orchids which
began in the late 1800s, along with the
wars of the early 20th century, have taken
away many of these gardens, but a few
have survived.

Chiswick House.   One of the oldest
and most impressive glasshouse camellia
collections in the UK open to the public
is Chiswick House.  Originally built and
designed in 1729 by Richard Boyle, 3rd

Earl of Burlington (1694-1753), in the
west of London, the house and gardens
occupy sixty-five acres.  After the Earl’s
death in 1753, the estate passed by mar-
riage to the Dukes of Devonshire.

 It was William George Spencer Cav-
endish, the 6th Duke of Devonshire, who
commissioned Samuel Ware in 1813 to
design a large conservatory specifically

Chiswick House and Gardens
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to house his camellia collection. Devon-
shire had a major interest in gardening and
horticulture, and was elected President of
the Royal Horticultural Society in 1838,
a position he held for twenty years until
his death in January 1858.  He was instru-
mental in establishing the Royal Botanic
Gardens at Kew as a national historic
garden.
  Known as the “Bachelor Duke”
because he never married, the 6th Duke
had intended to marry his cousin, Lady
Caroline Ponsonby, but she married the
Hon. William Lamb, who, after her death,
became Prime Minister. In 1812, Lady
Caroline had an affair with Lord Byron,
for whom she coined the phrase "mad,
bad, and dangerous to know." Cavendish
was devastated. Did Cavendish turn to the
construction of the conservatory to help
mend his broken heart?
 At 302 feet, the conservatory was the
longest ever built and was the forerunner
of several large glasshouses including the
magnificent Crystal Palace in London.
The collection was planted in 1828 by
Cavendish and his gardener, William
Lindsay, with plants from Alfred Chan-
dler’s nursery in Vauxhall in central
London.
 In 1995, the eleventh Duke of Caven-
dish decided to renovate the building and
to upgrade the care of the camellias which
were affected by insects and diseases.
T h i s
h a v i n g
b e e n
done, the
conserva-
tory is
n o w
f a m o u s
for its
camellia
collection
with some

trees from the 6th Duke’s historic speci-
mens still living. It is home to one of two
surviving examples of the deep pink
camellia japonica known as ‘Middlemist’s
Red.’ This plant was originally brought to

Britain from China in 1804 by Londoner
John Middlemist, a nurseryman from
Shepherds Bush. It is believed to have
been presented by one of his descendants
to Chiswick sometime after 1823, as the
6th Duke added to his growing collection.
The only other known plant of this variety
grows in the gardens of Treaty House,
Waitangi, New Zealand.
 The  collection includes many of the
earliest varieties introduced to Britain.
Using stem girth as an approximate guide
to the age of each plant, it is believed that
the ‘Variegata,’ ‘Imbricata,’‘Chandleri,’
‘Alba Plena,’ ‘Pompone,’ ‘Aitonia,’ ‘Cor-
allina,’ ‘Rubra Plena,’ and ‘Rubra’ trees
all date back to the original 1828 collec-
tion.
 The Chiswick House greenhouses in
London have held a camellia festival
during early spring annually since 2010.
The tenth anniversary festival was to have
been held from 12 March 2020 until 5

...\Middlemist's Red cropp...

C. jap. 'Middlemist's Red'

C:\Use...\Middlemist's Red by Florence.jpg

'Middlemist's Red'  plant at Chiswick House
Photo by Florence Crowdeer
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April 2020, but instead was ended on the
19th of March after only seven days.
Virtual tours and lectures seem to be the
plan for 2021.

Heligan.  Billed as “one of the most
mysterious estates in England,” the
Heligan estate was the ancestral home of
the Tremayne family in Cornwall.  Pur-
chased by Sampson Tremayne in 1659,
the house has undergone many changes.
The extensive gardens were developed in
1766 and continued to be maintained until
1914. Squire John Hearle Tremayne made
the earliest camellia plantings, including
varieties such as ‘Althaeiflora,’ ‘Anemon-
iflora,’ and ‘Fimbriata.’ Later plantings
in the 1870s and 80s by Squire John
Tremayne featured some of the continen-
tal varieties, ‘Lavinia Maggi,’ ‘Auguste

Delfosse,’ and ‘Eugenie de Massena,’
while the most recent varieties, ‘Gloire
de Nantes,’ ‘Fleur Dipater,’ and ‘Madame
Martin Cachet,’  were planted by the last
Squire of Heligan, Jack Tremayne.
 At the end of the nineteenth century,
Heligan’s thousand acres were at their
zenith, but only a few years later bramble
and ivy were already covering the build-
ing. The outbreak of WW1 was the start
of the estate’s demise as its workers went
off to fight in the trenches. Sadly, many

never  returned.  Unlike many other
estates, the gardens and land at Heligan
were never sold or developed. This
allowed the plants, both wild and culti-
vated, to flourish unrestrained. The speci-
mens of Heligan’s collection were given
both time and the protection of surround-
ing overgrowth to mature into the magnif-
icent specimens which can be seen today.

 In 1990, the derelict gardens were
discovered by Tim Smit and John Willis,
a Tremayne descendant.  They contacted
the local county horticultural advisor who
became involved in the largest garden
restoration project in Europe.  More than
70 veteran camellias and 350 ancient
rhododendrons were found throughout
Heligan. The earliest plantings date from
around 1850.  Within two years, the
gardens were opened to the public while
further restoration continued. Today Heli-
gan’s 200 acres are a paradise for the
explorer, wildlife, plant, and garden lovers.
 In 2017, Heligan was asked to provide
a gift for each of the mothers dining at Idle
Rocks Restaurant in St. Mawes on Moth-
ering Sunday. Having no connection to the
American Mothers’ Day, Mothering
Sunday, generally held on the 4th Sunday
of Lent, was traditionally a day when
children, mainly daughters, who had gone
off to work as domestic servants, were
given a day off to visit their mothers and
family. Remembering that Heligan used

C:\Users\Kenneth\...\Spring_at_Heligan.jpg

Spring at Heligan

C. jap. 'Lavinia Maggi'
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to ship fresh camellias on a bed of straw
via train from St Austell to Covent Garden
in London, the garden committee decided
that the perfect gift would be a single
camellia japonica bloom from the histori-
cal collection. As all growers who take
camellias to shows know, gathering
perfect blooms for special occasions takes
much longer than one would think. If the
petals are perfect and unblemished, then
often the leaves are damaged. Although
the blooms look lovely on the tree, they
don’t always stand up to close inspection.
Nevertheless, the committee members
persevered, picked the delicate camellias,
carefully placed them in beautiful gift
boxes, and presented one to each of the
mothers who were dining at the presti-
gious Idle Rocks that Mothering Sunday.

Mount Edgcumbe Country Park
and Gardens. Mount Edgcumbe House,
located on Rame Peninsula in southeast

Cornwall, is the former home of the Earls
of Mount Edgcumbe. Originally built in
the 1500s, it was restored after World War
II and is currently owned by the Cornwall
Council and the Plymouth City Council.
While the house and formal gardens
require a visitation fee, the 865 acre
country park is free to the public and
includes the National Camellia Collection
which was first started by David Trehane,
nurseryman and author, in 1975. Looking
for a large garden that could hold an
extensive collection of camellia plants,

initially Trehane donated plants from his
own collection, but over the next few years
camellias were presented to Mount
Edgcumbe by the National Trust, Windsor
Park, and several private enthusiasts.
 Until 1995 the National Camellia
Collection consisted of 365 cultivars.
Since then, a new gardening team has
concentrated on the introduction of new
varieties from all over the UK, Europe and
America, and now the collection includes
over a 1000 cultivars. Although some of
the first blooms open in January, the best
time to visit the park is mid-April. The
camellias are grouped into sectors com-
posed of English, American, Japanese,
Chinese,  Australian, and New Zealand
varieties. Because of the distance between
the sectors, much time and comfortable
shoes are required!

...\mount_edgcumbe_house_and_park_.j...

Mount Edgcumbe House, Cornwall

C:\Users\Ken...\Mud-man-HeliganMain.jpg

Heligan Mud-Man
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 Autumn flowering Camellia sasanqua
varieties and Camellia japonica types and
cultivars are very well represented,
running the gamut from plain single
flowers, through more formal semi-dou-
bles and doubles, to the blowzier peony
forms.  Varieties like ‘Mariann,’ and
‘Laura Schafer’ may be found in the

American section, while the English
sector displays ‘Celebration,’ and ‘Finlan-
dia Varigated.’  The Australian/New
Zealand representatives include the ‘Fair
Jury,’ and ‘Queen Bee.’

 The camellia x williamsii crosses are
often even larger and more prolific in
flower. They easily shed old, spent flow-
ers, and are thus better selections for
English gardens.  Needless to say this
collection is bountiful. Varieties like
‘Majorie Waldegrave’ and ‘Rosemary
Williams,’ are a joy to behold.
 Most flamboyant of all are the camel-
lia reticulata varieties such as ‘Valentine
Day’ and ‘Royalty.’  With big flowers
which can be eight inches across, over-
sized leaves and attractive small tree
habits, they are not as hardy as camellia
japonica or camellia x williamsii, but they
do well in this warmer area of England.
A section of the woodlands has been
given over to these camellias and they are
impressive in flower.

Caerhays Estate.  An article about
English gardens would not be complete
without a mention of Caerhays and its
owner, John Charles (or J.C., as he was
always called) Williams (1861-1939).
Only eighteen years old when he inher-
ited Caerhays, J.C.  became passionate

about gardening. He was quick to recog-
nize the importance of the plant hunters’
work and contributed £400,000 (in
today’s terms) of his own money towards
Forrest’s 1911 and subsequent expedi-
tions, as well as being involved in the

...\Camellia_Laura_Schafer_J...

C. jap. 'Laura Schafer'

C:\Us...\Mariann  (photo Ruth) 2.jpg

C. jap. 'Mariann' J. C. Williams of Caerhays
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joint funding of many other trips.  In
return, Caerhays received a wealth of
seed from newly discovered species of
Chinese rho-
dodendrons,
magnolias,
camel l i as ,
a z a l e a s ,
acers and
e v e r g r e e n
oaks to
mention but
a few. A
l a r g e
number of
these unique
plants can be
s e e n
growing in maturity at Caerhays today.
 J.C. Williams and his cousin and
friend, P.D. Williams of Lanarth, became
members of the Royal Horticultural
Society in about
1892.  J.C. had
become attracted
to the gardening
ideas of William
Robinson and was
c o n s i d e r i n g
making a wild
garden at Caerhays
but, in 1897, he
was diverted by a
new interest,
namely that of daf-
fodil breeding. His
friendship with the
Rev. George
Engleheart, who
had started to show
off his work as a
pioneer in daffodil hybridizing, resulted
in J.C. purchasing a large quantity of
these new varieties which formed the
basis for his future hybridizations.

 The next stage was the arrival in
Veitch’s Nursery of the first new rhodo-
dendrons from China which had been

collected by
E.H. Wilson.
Caerhays was
chosen as the
place where
these new
v a r i e t i e s
would be
tested. Many
of the origi-
nal Wilson
species and
plants from
this time can
be seen in the

garden.
 Mr. Wilson continued to explore
China,  but left Veitch’s Nurseries and
went to work for the Arnold Arboretum

near Boston, Massa-
chusetts. At that
time, the Arboretum
was under the man-
agement of the great-
est expert of the new
Asiatic plants, Pro-
fessor Charles
Sprague Sargent.
Wilson told Profes-
sor Sargent about
Caerhays and about
how the Chinese
plants were being
tested. Plans were
made for Professor
Sargent to visit Caer-
hays which he did.
But his choice of

dates was very unfortunate. He arrived at
Caerhays at the end of July 1914 and the
first World War broke out on August 4th.
 J. C. Williams was not completely
mesmerized by rhododendrons. He wanted

Caerhays Estate, Cornwall

c. x-williamsii 'J. C. Williams'
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different plants. In the 1920s, he took
an interest in camellias and fuchsias.
It was at this stage that the first cross
between camellia japonica and camel-
lia saluensis was made. The resultant
hybrids took the name x williamsii
and, during the next 75 years, literally
thousands of different named x wil-
liamsii hybrids had been bred all
around the world. The two old origi-
nal plants still just survive today
against the castle wall. It was the
vigor resulting from this cross that
turned the camellia from being a rich
man’s tender conservatory plant into
the hardy, floriferous garden plant
which has such appeal in the UK
today.
 J. C. started keeping a garden
diary in 1897 and continued it right
up to his death in 1939. The diary has
been transcribed online today and
while no pictures from this time exist,
it is a real insight to the garden during
his time. The diary, now with pictures
and video, continues to be updated
daily by his great-grandson, Charles
Williams.  See it at
https://thediary.caerhays.co.uk.
 An interesting biography which
details the life and the contributions
made by J.C. Williams to the devel-
opment of daffodils, rhododendrons,
camellias, and magnolias was pre-
sented as the presidential address to
the Royal Institute of Cornwall in
November 1988. Read it at
https://visit.caerhays.co.uk/the-
e s t a t e / c a s t l e - a n d - f a m i l y / j c -
williams/an-enthusiast/.
 Caerhays Estate is expected to
reopen 14 February 2021 with guided
tours being offered beginning 15
March.

C. x-williamsii
'Rosemary Sawle'
1961 Caerhay
Castle, Cornwall

C. x-williamsii
''Inspiration'

C. x-williamsii
'Marjorie
Waldegrave'
1973 Cornwall,
England

C. x-williamsii
'Debbie's

Carmayion'
1971 New

Zealand
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Your seedlings that germinated should already
be about 3 to 4 inches and Spring germina-

tions should be popping up.  In the next few
months, you will probably be potting them up
from your small cells or “communal” pot(s) into
larger containers for the next stage of growth
(remember to pinch off the tip of the tap root).
Water deeply every few days depending on the
weather conditions and fertilize lightly (the plants
are really small – do not over fertilize).  Unless
you want to put under grow lights for 18 hours a
day or so, plan to be patient.  You might get lucky
and see results in just a few years, or may wait for
a decade or more.
 While I have between 4,000 and 5,000 seed-
lings being watched for more special blooms, Pat
Johnson has to hold the record for a non-commer-
cial grower with reputably 14,000 seedlings.  This
octogenarian awaits new beauties to register each
year and has registered a large number for the past
few years.  Her new registrants will even include
one named for our own Jim Campbell.  Unless the
recent rules adopted by the American Camellia
Society are changed to allow more than 5 registra-
tions by a single grower per year, Pat will have to
outlive Methuselah (estimated to be 969 years) to
see all her fine new seedlings named and regis-
tered.

At this point, I’d like to comment about a
unique public garden in Greenville, Alabama,
Beeland Park and its hundreds of seedlings.  It
cannot qualify for a Camellia Trail designation
because that designation requires most of the
camellias are properly identified by name.  This
park cannot qualify because it was created by
requesting seedlings from Greenville’s local grow-
ers; the hundred plus trees have never been named.
It is a special place to add to your camellia
adventures.   Look for the ones that remind you
of existing camellias; look for ones that don’t.

Something About Seedlings - Part  4
My Last Words

By John Grimm, Metairie, LA

C. n.r. hyb.  'Jim Campbell'   med., seedling
of n. r. hyb. 'Super Star'  2020 Pat B.

Johnson

"Lisa Burton'

'Melanie Chauvaux'



12 Camellian Vol. 47 No. 3 Summer  2021

Additional seedlings I assisted in
registering over the years included three
fine specimens from Gordon Rabalais
('Carlton Lacour', 'Carlton Lacour Varie-
gated' and 'Red Shift').    Another, his X31,
that was to be named was lost by both of
us.   Good seedlings should be reproduced
as soon as practical to be sure they are not
lost before they can be registered.  Hope-
fully, Gordon adds more new varieties to
the camellia world in the years to come.

A friend, Dr. Richard Christmas, had
two seedlings his father had grown.  While
the original plants have had some diffi-
culty coping with their age and the storms
that hit Ocean Springs, I’ve grown several
large plants and a few extras for him.  The
first, a lovely white camellia, I had hoped
he’d name 'White Christmas”; however,
if successfully registered, it will be named
for his father, James Yancy Christmas.
The second, a pink bordered white which
I wanted to name 'Christmas Gift' should
be named for his mother, Elva Downing
Christmas.  Naming new varieties for
wives, and other family members or
friends is the main appellation given
registered seedlings.  Famous (and infa-
mous) people also are picked for camellias
for example, General George Patton (and
many other generals and military leaders),
Richard Nixon, Neil Armstrong, Buzz
Aldrin,  Lurleen Wallace, Governor
Richard  W.  Leche, our own Mayor Webb
Hart, and a whole new series of First
Ladies of Georgia, to name a very few.
Such naming of camellias for famous
people is now only permitted with their
approval.

Speaking of the infamous, hopefully
our Society will not succumb to the polit-
ical correctness of the day and rename
such varieties as Robert E. Lee, Rebel
Yell, Civil War, and others.  There is
precedent for doing so however, the
camellia 'Communist' was renamed 'Wall

'Carlton Lacour'

'Red Shift'

'Nolan Lewis'
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Street Red.'  Wow!  That sure
makes you think!

Surely, more new varieties will
emerge from Camellia Heaven, Pat
Johnson, the Strobach’s, the pro-
lific Jim Smelley and the many
others in camelliadom fascinated
by seedlings, as well as, the com-
mercial growers like Nuccio’s in
California.

I will continue to help people
apply for registration, hopefully,
the American Camellia Society will
relax their rules on uniqueness of
varieties somewhat.  After all, if the
new regulations were followed
yesteryear, submissions for variet-
ies like 'Something Beautiful',
'Tammia' and 'Grace Albritton'
might have resulted in only one
approval despite proven genetic
differences.  They were genetically
unique despite the fact that most
can’t identify their modest differ-
ences.  Many people wanting to
name their seedlings for family
members are unlikely to ever show
their creations.  For them, naming
and registering a camellia is like
naming a star for their loved one.
In the end, it’s recognition, a cele-
bration of ancestry, and a touch of
vanity.

Enjoy your wild seedlings and
maybe you will also learn to
hybridize, cross pollinating special
varieties to create something differ-
ent – like a gigantic flower bloom-
ing in the summer, or a purple and
gold bloom (or pick your school’s
colors), or the elusive blue camellia
(that only exists as a book title).
Have fun, you never know what
mother nature has in store.

'Pat B. Johnson'

'Pat's Pink'
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From "The Camellia, etc." edited by
Feathers and Brown in 1978, we learn
that Dr. William Ackerman (1) describes
a chimera as a plant or animal tissue
containing at least two different types
while a mutation is a hereditary change
in a chromosome not of sexual origin.
Camellia mutations are not uncommon.
Graft site chimeras have only been de-
scribed three times up to 1978(1), the last
being C. japonica 'Daisy Eagleson'
grafted on C. sasanqua 'Maiden's Blush'.
Chimera and mutations may occur spon-
taneously and be permanent, revert or die.
Two camellia tissues of different chromo-
some counts may be brought together in
grafting and if both persist and grow in
the callus, a chimera may result having
two or more different and adjacent tis-
sues.

The purpose of this article is to
increase our awareness of graft chimera
and our power of observation so that we
can discover more camellia flowers and
plants and avoid pruning graft junction
branches until they have produced flow-
ers. It would have been a great loss if C.
japonica 'Helen Bower' had been missed
when C. japonica 'Dr. J. v. Knapp' was
grafted on C. japonica 'Mathotiana'. How
many of you have cut off low branches
at a camellia graft site before they
bloomed? Two months ago a graft site
branch on a typical C. japonlca 'Whit-
man's Yellow' was noted to bloom a pink
medium semi-double with no identity of
root stock. The leaves are also larger and
more serrated. The story of the present
probable chimera follows.

Eight years ago Hulyn Smith gave me
a two year graft of C. japonica 'Some-
thing Beautiful' from Ed Adkins. The

plant's blooms were typical of this vari-
ety. Five years ago a small branch was
noted at the graft site. (photo #2) This
branch was spared since I'm a poor pruner
and three years ago bloomed one semid-
oubble 4 inch bright red (photo #1) with
yellow stamens. The plant and I traveled
to Valdosta, Georgia, to confirm the
branch coming from the graft site and the
flower. Ed Atkins was unaware of the
identity of the stock. Two years ago a C.
sasanqua sprout (photo #2) came up from
the root and bloomed a small white
sasanqua bloom with fragrance. So, here
were two types of camellia wood with 3
kinds of flowers. Only then did my poor
power of observation note that the leaves
on the branch from the graft site were
over 50% larger (photo #4) and more
serrated than on the grafted C.japonica
'Something Beautiful'. Three bright red
blooms were produced on the "chimera"
each of the last two years. In January,
1995, it won the best mutant award at the
Mobile, AL Camellia Show.

The task of proving the chimera is
not yet completed. Chromosome counts
of flowers (pollen), leaves and meristem
of stock, graft and probable chimera are
necessary for proof of a chimera, (two or
more unlike tissues adjacent to each
other). In addition, pruning of the exuber-
ant root sprout and graft is necessary to
force more growth of the probable
chimera at the graft site. Grafting and
rooting of the chimera is also needed.

There is an interesting genetic story
of the color variations of certain camellia
families, such as C. japonica 'Tomorrow',
'Elegans', 'Lady Vansittart', 'Betty Shef-
field', etc. (2) & (3). Many other orna-
mental flowers are now known to sport.

GRAFT CHIMERA OF C. japonica
'Something   Beautiful' on C. sasanqua

by Dave Scheibert
(Previously published in the Gulf Coast Camellian, Vol. 24 No. 1 Winter 1999)
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In recent years this varying flower color
change has been proven to be due to color
gene transposition or "jumping genes".
For years, I've referred to such flowers as
genetically unstable and now it is proven.
(Genetic changes are now known to
cause many bizarre and familial diseases
of humans including cancer.)

Thank you for your attention to the
subject of camellia chimera and muta-
tions. Keep your power of observation
keen to discover these changes which can
add more varieties of camellia beauty.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
1. Ackerman, William L., "What is a

Chimera?" The Camellia, It's His-
tory, Culture, Genetics, etc., Chapter
XIII, Section 0, pp. 450·454, 1978.

2. Van Schaik, Dr. Nancy, "jumping
Genes - Can They Cause Mutations
in Camellias?"
International Camellia journal, pp.
54-58, October 1992.

3. Bennett, Dr. William Y., "Transpos-
able Elements as a Factor in Camel-
lia Flower Color Distribution",
International Camellia journal, pp.
73-74, October 1992.
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AROUND THE GULF COAST

Gulf Coast Camellia Society

Annual Meeting

October 23 and 24, 2021

At Hemingbough,
St. Francisville, Louisiana

Information will be mailed when
finalized

Charlie Johnson repairs
storm damaged shade

cloth at hoop house while
new Baton Rouge County

Agent, Russell Harris,
looks on.

Baton Rouge
Camellia Society

Work Day

2021 grafts beginning to grow.
The six grafts in the foreground
are the red sport of 'Melissa Anne'



 17Camellian Vol. 47 No.13 Summer 2021

AROUND THE GULF COAST

New sign at PCC shade house.

Joshua Edwards pruning.

Pensacola
Camellia Club
Holds Pruning

Day at University
of West Florida

Judy Woerner with Carolyn Pulford

Debbie Brown cleaning up.

C. jap. ‘Gloria Ann’
Reg. 2021 by Alan

McMillan, Pensacola,
FL

The Trash

 John Dav pruningy  with Lee Vanderpool
cleaning up.

Mike Ruth and Lynn Vicknair weed and check next season's
stock of grafts and cuttings.
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GCCS ROSTER 2021
Allen, Peter & Stella, 5 Hunters Creek Rd, Slidell, LA70458, 985-649-7623, shtallen@aol.com
Allen, Seth, 615 Westchase Ct. S, Fairhope,  AL36532, 251-504-0739, sallen@mbgardens.org
Aucoin, Becky, 944 Feliciana Crossing, Jackson LA 70748, 225-921-1395

becky.aucoin@yahoo.com
Audibert, Sabrina, 105 LeFleur Dr., Slidell, LA 70460, 985-641-3331, dspc@aol.com
Baldwin, Margie, 5326 Morgan Ridge Rd., Milton, FL 32570
Ballard, Michael, 357 Tatum Ave., Mobile, AL 36609, 251-343-6453, mballard@uhblaw.com
Baugh, Al & Vickie, 31287 Blakeley Ridge Ct., Spanish Fort, AL 36527-5136, 251-895-9932,

vmb_baugh@bellsouth.net
Bazer, David, 700 Livingston Ave., Shreveport, LA 71107, 318-424-0472,

davebazer@bellsouth.net
Benko, Ron & Dean, 911 W. Church St.,Hammond, LA 70401, 504-231-7191,

ronbenko@gmail.com
Bennett, Paula, 2 Begonia Dr.,Covington, LA 70433, 985-893-7740, pichuputti@bellsouth.net
Bishop, Edna H., 402 Becker, Brookhaven, MS 39601, 601-754-9988,

j_bishop1@bellsouth.net
Blanchard, Ms. Joan I., 2020 W. Romana St., Pensacola, FL 32502, 850-529-9894,

jblanc6000@aol.com
Bogan, Julie, 5134 Chamberlain Dr., New Orleans, LA 70122-2528, 504-638-8855,

jrbogan@bellsouth.net
Boudreaux, Dudley, P.O. Box 146, Port Neches, TX 77651-0146, 409-722-4994,

dboudreaux@gt.rr.com
Bourdin, Robert P., 535 E. Second St., Pass Christian, MS 39571-4537, 228-518-1795,

rbourdin@cableone.net
Bourland, Allen, 605 Collingswood Dr., Dothan, AL 36301,334-793-9727
Bradley, Susan & Allen,123 Imperial Woods Dr.,Harahan,LA,70123,504-667-3026,

suebrad@bellsouth.net
Breaux, Kathy, 41123 Galvez Ave, Prairieville, LA 70769-5921, 225-910-1188,

kb70769@yahoo.com
Broders,  Jr.,Leo E., 543 Seyburn Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70808-5562, 225-766-3972,

leoejr@bellsouth.net
Brown, Leo, 8600 Tutwiler Ln., Mobile, AL 36619-4330, 251-633-7279, lbro40@aol.com
Brown, Tim,142 Sportsman's Dr., Belle Rose, LA 70341, 985-252-8400,

rtbrown45@yahoo.com
Brown, Trumin & Debbie, 1297 Greenview Ln., Gulf Breeze, FL 32563, 850-932-0370,

dmarie.brown@att.net
Bruno, Paul, P. O. Box 228, Pensacola, FL 32591, 850-982-7230, pbruno@abrambruno.com
Buckner, Harriet & Keric, 519 North Airline Ave., Gramercy, LA 70052, 908-672-1242,

harriet.buckner@gmail.com
Burkart, Donald & Betty, 6712 Jim Ramsay Rd., Vancleave, MS 39565, 228-826-3057,

ebdb@bellsouth.net
Burnett Jr., Patty & James, 140 Burnett Gardens Rd., DeRidder, LA 70634, 337-462-0855
Bush, Allen, 880 Western Lake Dr., Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459, ajb1@swbell.net
Butler, Maia & Tom, 1265 Knollwood Dr.,Baton Rouge, LA 70808-8646, 225-281-5180,

maiahelene@aol.com
Campbell, James, 16068 Riverside Dr., Covington, LA 70435-7923, 985-630-9899,

rivercamellia@bellsouth.net
Campbell, Kenn & Ruby, 3310 Fairway Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70809-1817, 225-923-1697,

kennbc@cox.net
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Chaffin, Mana, P.O. Box 199, Lillian, TX 76061-0199, 817-825-4777, mana@earth.works
Charbonnet, Hunter & Meg, 16423 Summerhill Dr., Covington,LA 70435,985-705-3052,

hcharbo1@gmail.com
Christian, Rebecca, 1458 Applewood Rd., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 225-921-4258,

ebeccaschristian@gmail.com
Ciolino, Vincent, P.O. Box 1527, Covington, LA 70434-1527, 985-773-4547
Clark, Ernie & Mary,1012 S. Church St.,Brookhaven,MS,39601,601-757-5313,

erniecre@bellsouth.net
Clark, Ken & Kay, 6973 Whitlow Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 225-767-7939,

2kkclark@gmail.com
Clement, Bruce & Lisa, 138 Chamale Dr., Slidell, LA 70460-2560, 985-259-5527,

bruce.clement@clementconsultinggroup.com
Cline, Jennifer, 14126 Chenal Rd, Jarreau, LA 70749, 225-718-0261,jcline0261@gmail.com
Collins MD, Candace c., 2211 Idle Oaks Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 985-502-8755,

candaceccollins@gmail.com
Comber, Carol, 521 Long Lake Dr., Pensacola, FL 32506-5683, 850-455-8496,

cjeanc2@hotmail.com
Cook, Penny & Bob, 39 Hathaway Rd W, Mobile, AL 36608-1905, 251-753-7021,

goldenfrogs1@yahoo.com
Cooper, Paul & Joan, 2720 Metairie Ct, Metairie, LA 70002, 504-650-1020,

mimijoan2@bellsouth.net
Cox, Pamela, 500 Dewey Ave., Ocean Springs, MS 39564-4738, 228-217-8570,

pcox0516@yahoo.com
Crawford, Mark & Sherrida, 2867 Carroll Ulmer Rd., Valdosta, GA 31601, 229-460-5922,

craw142@bellsouth.net
Crawford, Nancy, 1616 Lobdell Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70806, 225-925-8536,

nancy.crawford333@yahoo.com
Creighton, Walter & Alice, 2685 Snow Rd. N., Semmes, AL,36575-6805, 251-649-1426,

wmabc@bellsouth.net
Crow, Richard, 2700 McFarland Circle, Mobile, AL 36695, 251-458-7804,
      southern-piling@msn.com
Crowder, Florence, 1149 Cockerham Rd., Denham Springs, LA 70726, 225-405-2487,

florence.crowder@cox.net
Dale, John & Priscilla, 549 Duncan Ave., Natchez, MS 39120, 601-431-7311,

priscillad@bellsouth.net
Davis, Carl, 110 McMillan Ave., Daphne, AL 36526, 251-621-7361, joallendavis@juno.com
Davy, John M., 5527 Oakmont Dr., Pace, FL 32571, 850-336-1745, johnmdavy@aol.com
Elmo & Elaine Dean, 15422 White Tail Ct., Baton Rouge, LA 70817 ecdean222@yahoo.com
Dean, Jason, 4162 Saint Louis St., Slidell, LA 70461, 985-445-9056,

jasondean985@gmail.com
Den Bleyker, Kai & Deidre, 8624 Colleta Dr., Moss Point, MS 39562, 228-355-1027,

kdenbleyker@sbcglobal.net
Despeaux, Johnny, 73645 Military Rd., Covington, LA 70435, 504-289-5835,

rjdjr44@hotmail.com
Dickson, Caroline, 72 N. Highlands Dr., Poplarville, MS 39470-6434, 601-403-8269,

mcdpopcamellia@bellsouth.net
Dickson, Jim & Carolyn, 353 River Wind Dr., North Augusta, SC 29841, 803-279-9451,

cjdickson@bellsouth.net
Dillemuth, Bob, 5848 Guava Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 225-767-5470, crdillemuth@att.net
Dillon, Cassandra G., P.O. Box 1482, Pascagoula, MS, 39568
Dodson, Dr. William H. & Ann, 4311 Kennesaw Dr., Mountain Brook, AL 35213-3311,
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       205-871-2827, wdodson4311@charter.net
Drury, Benjamin, 2425 Highway 121, Bedford, TX 76021
Durr, Lauren & Bud, 455 Rue De Laplace, Baton Rouge, LA 70810-4558, 225-933-1579,

laurenpdurr@gmail.com
Dwyer, Jim & Eileen, 14040 Riverside Dr., Foley, AL 36535, 251-752-1590,

jdwyer@gulftel.com
Edwards, Woody, 102 Peachtree Lane, McKinney, TX 75070
Ellis, Martina,  P O Box 605, Amite, LA 70422, 985-748-6038, martinaellis1945@gmail.com
Emmons, Sharon,  320 Springhill Woods Dr. E., Mobile, Al 36608-0702, 251-680-9265,

sbemsrd@aol.com
Estes, Shirley, 504 Becker St., Brookhaven, MS 39601,601-833-8390,

boguewild@bellsouth.net
Estrada, Edward & Linda, 74 Red Sable Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77380-2600, 281-367-7168,

lindaestra@aol.com
Evans, Ann C., 606 Cheyenne Rd., Montgomery, TX 77316,936-537-2009,

tommyboyevans@hotmail.com
Fletcher, Verna & William, 10430 Tiger Bend Rd., Baton Rouge, LA 70817, 225-753-7430,

whf07@cox.net
Fornea, Rev. Stan & Belinda, 150 Jen Circle, Carriere, MS 39426, 240-291-8690,

forneasw@hotmail.com
Frank, Deborah, 61136 Oak Ridge Dr., Lacombe, LA 70445,985-882-7482,

d_mfrank@bellsouth.net
Frazier, James & Christine, 7645 Brook Forest Pl., Pensacola, FL 32514-7803, 850-304-7773,

endobite14@aol.com
Freeman, Richard, 1404 East Mallory St., Pensacola, FL 32503, 850-433-5039,

runnerathome19@gmail.com
Gamble, Bill & Alice, 5118 Queensloch Dr., Houston, TX 77096-4130, 713-661-0327,

wrgamble711@aol.com
Geeker, Katherine, 4090 Bayou Blvd., Pensacola, FL 32503  850-438-2129
Getz, Tom, 10309 Kevin Dr., Moss Point, MS 39562, 256-783-3140, wgetzret@yahoo.com
Gillespie, Sara E., P.O. Box 15517, Hatiesburg, MS 39404-5517
Glass, Dave & Brenda, 830 Sedeva Memorial Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70820, 205-901-3010,

glasswd@gmail.com
Greenway, Paul & Corintha, 4253 Ouail Springs Circle, Martinez, GA 30907

greenway@comcast.net
Grimm, John, 4113 Transcontinental Dr., Metairie, LA 70006-2645, 504-610-7828,

camelliasaver@multi-quest.net
Hall, Dr. Jim & Valerie, P.O. Box 915, Brookhaven, MS 39602, 601-754-1221,

vch8960@gmail.com
Hall, Harold & Caryl, 1102 Millard Dr., Nacogdoches, TX 75965-2640, 936-560-3322,

hehall1@suddenlink.net
Halley, Jane, 141 Salem Rd., Picayune, MS 39466, 769-242-0013, garyhalley@aol.com
Hankins, Christi, 3808 W. Cervantes St., Pensacola, FL 32505-7354, 850-324-8552
Harrison, Jim, 18662 Clear Creek Ln., Covington, LA 70435-7638, 985-898-6349,

jim.harrison@earthlink.net
Hart, Alex, 910 Burdette St., New Orleans, LA 70118-3943
Hart, Dennis & Lyn, 1403 Adams St., New Orleans, LA 70118-4015, 15-319-4533,

dlhart98@aol.com
Hawkins, Kerry & Erin, 7543 Watford Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 225-766-3574

khawkins@cox.net
Heard, Robert Moore & Larry, 4213 Halls Mill Rd., Mobile AL, 36693, 251-661-3608,

Larry_Heard@bellsouth.net
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Hegwood, C. P. & Connie, 8247 Laurel Hill E, Olive Branch, MS 38654-1662, 225-266-6054,
chegwood2@gmail.com

Helton, Kenny, 429 Byron Ave. E, Mobile, AL 36609, 251-344-7808, kehelton@comcast.net
Hierstein, Judy, 773 Magnolia Rd., Umberton, MS 39455, 601-716-5557,

msbeegal@gmail.com
Hirasaki, George & Darlene, 4905 Linden St., Bellaire, TX 77401-4434, 713-662-2946,

ghirasaki@att.net
Hiter, Wayne & Jo, 6516 Highland Rd., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 225-769-1947,

gwhiter@cox.net
Hoffpauir, Kathleen, 12620 Humphreys Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70816,225-333-0136,

khoffpauir1115@gmail.com
Hogan, Jo, 407 Rothley Ave., Fairhope, AL 36532, 251-776-4291, joglasshogan@gmail.com
Hogsette, Jerry & Harriet, 11407 SW 24th Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32607-1233,352-328-6839,

jhogsett@bellsouth.net
Holmes, Joe & Laura, 11931 Indigo Dr., St. Francisville, LA 70775, 225-721-2084,

josephcjr@bellsouth.net
Hooton, Col. & Mrs. Richard J., 6510 Scenic Hwy., Pensacola, FL 32504-9164, 850-969-0001,

bdhooton@cox.net
Hoover, Arthur & Eva, 10155 Highland Rd., Baton Rouge, LA, 0810, 225-413-9684,

amhoover2@gmail.com
Hough, John, 18506 Shadow Creek Ave., Baton rouge, LA 70816, 225-907-6016,

jedgarhough@hotmail.com
Huddle, George & Katherine, 14080 Angie Rd., Gulfport, MS 39503, 228-832-4631,

huddlegw@aol.com
Huerkamp, Paul, P. O. Box 57, Pearl River, LA 70452, 985-863-8462, kamellair@aol.com
Hultgren, Susan, 1949 Woodland Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 225-927-2309,

slphillips@cox.net
James, Trent & Kay, P.O. Box 14507, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-4507, 225-247-3011,

trentonlj@aol.com
Jenus, Joseph & Hilma, 213 Eldredge Rd., Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547-1307, 850-862-4526,

joejenus@gmail.com
Jinks, Michael & Chris, 323 Magnolia Dr., Gulf Shores, AL 36542-4407, 601-757-1868,

michael@jinxonline.com
Johnson, Charles & Rebecca, 7734 Tipperary Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70808-5879,

225-341-0856,  cejohn826@gmail.com
Johnson, Jim & Norma, 8903 Westside Dr., Pensacola, FL32414
Jones, Fred & Sandra, 2056 Dunn Rd., Moultrie, GA 31768, 229-941-5774,

sandrayjones@windstream.net
Kaberlein, Kaye, 2070 Fred Martin Road, Summit, MS 39666, 601-249-2967,

kaberlein607@gmail.com
Kain, Dan & Lynda, 650 Stonewall Jackson Dr., Conroe, TX 77302, 936-714-2770,

jdkain@icloud.com
Kale, Rhonda K., 2005 Spaulding Rd., Dothan, AL 36301, 334-793-5253,

qndivauniv@icloud.com
Kannegieser, Andrea, 1311 E. Second St., Pass Christian, MS 39571 228-341-0889,

ask_rz@yahoo.com
Kennedy, Maureen, 31371 Hoot Owl Rd., Spanish Fort, AL 36527 763-923-1236

mrkennedy@fastmail.com
Kerr, Judy B., 8724 Foxtail Loop, Pensacola, FL 32526-3237, 850-529-9893,

judy.kerr@cox.net
King, Bradford, 1530 Marendale Ln., Arcadia, CA 91006-1835, 626-445-8730, bdk@usc.edu
Kobielnik, Michele, 1809 Amos Circle, Pensacola, FL 32526, 850-293-6764,
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michelek@affiliatedins.net
Kooney, Nicholas, 542 Mele Place, Diamond Head, MS 39525-3328, 228-363-0361,

nkooney6@gmail.com
Kuehny, Jeff S., 9561 Bank St., Clinton, LA 70722
Landry, Art & Janet, 10522 Ferncliff Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70815-5213, 225-275-2119,

aplandry@bellsouth.net
Landry, Joe & Marcia, 867 Myrtle View Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70810 832-335-0353,

jelandry@sbcglobal.net
Landry, Josef Wright & Lauren, 7004 Marshal Foch St., New Orleans, LA 70124,

504-236-3954, llandry12@cox.net
Lary, Brenda, 5000 Longmont Dr.  #6, Houston, TX 77056, 713-961-0741,

brendabblary@gmail.com
Laumeister, Donna, 32 Patterson Drive, Robesonia, PA 19551  484-529-2759
Latta, Forrest S., 4708 Old Shell Rd., Mobile, AL 36608, 251-345-8212,

forrest.latta@burr.com
Le Vrier, Peggy, 14331 Walker Rd., Conroe, TX 77302, 281-429-2587
Lehr, Gaye & Gary, 2168 LaSalle Ave, Terrytown, LA 70056, 504-393-6769
Lewis, Bruce & Karen, P.O. Box 1963, Woodville, MS 39669, 601-431-1975,

karenhlewis2@gmail.com
Litchfield, Brenda, 6163 Bayou Rd., Mobile, AL 36605, 251-622-1930, bcl6163@gmail.com
Lowe, Rodney & Rose Mary, 61239 Roosevelt Rd., Slidell, LA 70458, 985-641-0730,

ewolr@aol.com
Manthei, Lynn, P. O. Box 296, Gulf Breeze, FL 32562-0296, 850-723-5175
Martin, Claire, 6200 Martin Bluff, Gautier, MS 39553, 228-366-3612, ladycofms@yahoo.com
Martin, Eddie & Cindy, 8845 Highway 23, Belle Chasse, LA 70037, 504-912-4134,

eddiezm51@gmail.com
Martin, Tommy & Wendi, P.O. Box 404, Oglethorpe, GA 31068-0404, 478-235-0096,

tommymartin0096@gmail.com
Massengale, Trent & Ann, 5305 Flanders Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 225-753-3825,

atmass@cox.net
Mate, John & Lauren, 1330 Golden Rod Rd., Cantonment, FL, 32533, 850-255-6912,

pcolasun58@gmail.com
Mauffray, Larry, 1431 Eastwood Dr, Slidell,LA 70458, 985-502-2959,

larrymauffray@yahoo.com
McCaslin, Greg & Fran, 10795 Thomas Rd., Theodore, AL 36582, 217-273-9373,

punkiern@gmail.com
McCleary, Ray, 6006 Tremayne Dr., Mount Dora, FL 32757-8021, 352-383-1786,

raymccleary@gmail.com
McDaniel, Randall, 13999 Kidd Rd, Conroe, TX 77302, 936-672-2648,

mcpuli@consolidated.net
McKinney, Dr. Max T., 208Cedar Chase Ct., Dothan, AL 36303, 334-671-8020
McMillan, Alan c., 54 Star Lake Dr., Pensacola, FL 32507, 850-449-3101,

alan.c.mcmillan@gmail.com
Menache, Larry & Susan, 3121 George's Lane, Alexandria, LA 71301, 318-792-5456
Miller, Deb, P O Box 9575, Metairie, LA 70055, 504-835-1114, tiniat8@cox.net
Miller, Lisa, 11377 Coleman Rd., Gulfport, MS 39503-4138, 228-861-0297,

lisapmiller27@gmail.com
Miller, Theresa Ann, 313 Pine Dr., Ocean Springs, MS 39564, 228-365-8163
Mims, Richard, 409 Groves St., Lugoff, SC 29078-9343, 803-572-5353,

richardmims@ymail.com
Mizell, David & Mary, P. O. Box 721, Folsom, LA 70437, 985-796-3209,

mizellmary@aol.com
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Mizzell, Tyler B., 117 Green St., Santee, SC 29142, 803-854-3046
Moates, Catherine, 1360 Repoll Rd., Mobile, AL 36695, 251-366-6163, memo366@att.net
Moore, Mickey, 172 US Highway 19 N., Americus, GA 31719, 229-928-9416,

mooremm@bellsouth.net
Moran, Carl & Jaqueline, 7730 Manini Way, Diamondhead, MS 39525, 228-342-4531,

drcmoran@aol.com
Moran, Patty, 538 Royce St. # 8B, Pensacola, FL 32503, 850-505-0496,

akapattymoran@att.net
Morris, Thekla, 579 Man O'War Circle, Cantonment, FL 32533-6521, 850-476-4080
Morrison, Harry, P.O. Box 120162, Clermont, FL 34712-0162, 352-350-4650
Myers, Rusty & Theresa, 919 Oak Ave., Columbis, MS39429
Naeger, Bob & Renee, 901 Morningside Dr., Brookhaven, M 39601, 601-833-6900,

rnaeger@bellsouth.net
Nichols, William & Linda, 453 Rambo Mill Rd., Cottonwood, AL 36320, 334-677-3333,

bandlnichols@gmail.com
Neilson, Tenille, 47608 Joby Magee Rd., Franklinton, LA 70438, 985-335-4371,

tenille_neilson@yahoo.com
Nihart, David, 7 Shepard Ln., Mobile, AL 36608-2327, nihartlaw@gmail.com
Nolan, Deborah, 437 Choctaw Dr, Abita Springs, LA 70420, 337-278-2423,

mamere09@gmail.com
Oates, James, P.O. Box 514, Daphne, AL 36526-0514, 251-626-2262, daphnejo@aol.com
O'Quinn, Alethea & Dave, 14212 Buccaneer Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70810, 225-753-2144,

ahoquinn@bellsouth.net
Owen, Cindy & Bob, 207 Provosty, Slidell, LA 70461, 985-768-0351, cgkowen@mail.com
Owings, Allen, P.O. Box 910, Robert, LA 70455, 225-603-8096, aowings64@gmail.com
Oyler, David, 112 Rushing Breeze Ct., Apex, NC 27502, 919-649-2116, doyler@cisco.com
Oyler, Don & Carolyn, 4027 Oyler Rd., Mobile, AL 36695-8849, 251-404-9261,

turkeycreek02@bellsouth.net
Perkins, Bill & Betty Ann, 405 Perkins Dr., Brookhaven, MS 39601, 601-757-4502,

billshoots4u@yahoo.com
Perkins, Patricia Lonsdale, 510 McNair Ave., Brookhaven, MS 39601-3746,601-757-3785,

perkins@sleekcom.com
Perling, Rita, 3203 East Moreno St., Pensacola, FL 32503
Peters, Betty, 107 Riveredge Pkwy., Dothan,AL 36303, 334-701-9810,

betty.peters83@yahoo.com
Phares, Gerald & Sharon, 22101 Greenwell Springs Rd., Greenwell Springs, LA 70739,

225-261-3123
Philipps, Gym, 1248 Orleans St., Mandeville, LA 70448-4140, 985-626-1898
Phillips, Pat, 5315 Greenside Ln., Baton Rouge, LA 70806, 225-343-3968,

pwpphillips@cox.net
Phillips, Tom & Christie, 616 Kimble Ave, Alexandria, LA 71301. 318-481-0166
Piazza, Nickolas, 13 Glacier St.,Kenner, LA 70065-1004, 504-616-4378, npiazzajr@gmail.com
Pigott, Mike & Della, P.O. Box 1639, Sulphur, LA 70664-1639
Poche, Richard A., 1022 Flanders St, Metairie, LA 70001, 504-939-7473,

dude200054@yahoo.com
Pourciau, Jan & Nolen, 14994 Hwy 421, St. Francisville, LA 70775, 225-715-7942,

janpourciau@gmail.com
Pulford, Carolyn, 405 Bartow Ave, Pensacola, FL 32507, 850-712-8444,

carolyn.pulford@cox.net
Rabalais, Gordon, 1036 South River Dr., Arnaudville, LA 70512, 337-230-1853,

mrsarabalais@aol.com
Ray, Bill, 885 5th St., Florala, AL 36442, 334-406-4689, bray@fairpoint.net
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Read, Glenn & Jill, 1141 W. Fire Dept. Rd., Lucedale, MS 39452, 601-947-6592,
glennreadcamellianursery@yahoo.com

Reece, Ethel, 902 Hand Ave., Bay Minette, AL 36507-3904, 251-937-5822,
ethel6806@gmail.com

Reese, Priscilla, 428 Brookmeade Dr., Gretna, LA 70056, 504-458-6602,
priscillareese@bellsouth.net

Rester, Bill & Reta, 52 Lyons Rd., Perkinston, MS 39573, 601-928-9322,
rrgreen_99@yahoo.com

Richard, Bernadette, 5885 Lavey Ln. Lot# 31, Baker, LA 70714-4262, 337-351-6825,
bernadette.richard@la.gov

Richardson, Lynn, 1545 Friendship Lane NW, Brookhaven, MS 39601, 601-833-4126,
homerrichardson@att.net

Root, Becky, 2100 River Forest Drive, Mobile, AL 36605, 251-479-0454, byroot@yahoo.com
Ruth, Michael & Ann, 726 High Plains Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70810,225-767-1388,

mruthmd@gmail.com
Saglibene, Beverly & Russsell, 15876 Walker Farm Ln., Gulfport, MS 39503, 228-284-5637,

saglibene47@aol.com
Sandifer, Charles & Letha, 2324 Palm Hills Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70809, 225-925-1573,

ripcjs@cox.net
Schexnayder, Blake & Candy, 19112 Liberty Rd., Pride, LA 70770, 225-718-4584,

sschexnayder@cox.net
Sechrist, Barry, 12001 Indigo Dr., St. Francisville, LA 70775, 225-245-0095,

barrysechrist@ymail.com
Seitz, Louise, 2082 Hwy 196, Molino, FL 32577-7060, 850-780-0410,

lseitz@panhandle.rr.com
Selph, Jerry & Carol, P. O. Box 423, Suwannee, FL 32692-0067, 229-474-2801,

2015quitmancamellia3000@gmail.com
Sheehan, Margaret, 505 Anatole Ln NW, Cleveland, TN 37312, 423-479-1190,

margaret@ocoeefoundation.org
Shoff, Kathleen A., 7300 Beta Ln.,Pensacola, FL 32504
Simmons, Ann, One Hugh White Place, Columbia, MS 39429, 601-466-4877,

eaasimmons@gmail.com
Smelley, Jim, 4831 Devon St., Moss Point, MS 39563-2401, 228-627-0756
Smith, Joy, 1912 Colledge Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 225-571-5438, joysmith11@cox.net
Smith, Steven, P O Box 1364, Collierville, TN 38027, 504-812-8668, ssmithnola@yahoo.com
Society, American Camellia, 100 Massee Lane, Fort Valley, GA 31030-9100, 478-967-2358,

ask@americancamellias.org
Soukup, Barb Comstock & Peter, 107 Wildwood Dr., Daphne, AL 36526, 251-272-0624,

petersoukup84@gmail.com
Soules, Peter & Lynnette, 22128 5th Street, Abita Springs, LA 70420-3740, 985-893-2418,

lynnabita@hotmail.com
Stringfellow, Claude & Marie, 4911 Cole Dr. W., Mobile, AL 36619, 251-591-2400
Stroud, Bob & Erin,2 Oak Grove Way,Slidell,LA,70458-8224,504-458-4466,

mestroud@bellsouth.net
Surline, Harry, 959 Lansdale Ct., Mobile, AL 36609, 251-605-4667, h.surline@gmail.com
Swanson, John & Dinh, 2607 NW 25th Pl., Gainesville, FL 32605-2826, 352-672-2644,

Johnbssquaredetc@gmail.com
Tanksley, Carol, 8012 Eastwood Ln., Pensacola, FL 32514-6551, 850-477-3066
Taylor, Kay & Robert, 113 Blackbeard Dr., Slidell, LA 70461, 985-643-7153,

robertwtaylor@bellsouth.net
Taylor, Gregg & Melinda, 110 Cummings Rd,. Pensacola, FL 32503, 850-860-1611,

irrigatorpcc@hotmail.com
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Teel, Leonard & Mary Jo, 20380 Thompson Hall Rd., Fairhope, AL 36532, 251-928-0481,
lteel@beecave.com

Territo, Marion, 1047 Kenilworth Pkwy, Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 225-767-1953,
acgen3@lsu.edu

Thetford, Vernon Compton and M., 5329 Conecuh St., Milton, FL 32570, 850-292-2557,
thrtfordm@gmail,com

Thomas, Rosa A., 1723 Choctaw St., Dothan, AL 36303, 334-793-2865,
rosaathomas@aol.com

Tisher, Craig & Audrae, 2515 NW 22nd Drive, Gainesville, FL 32605-2949, 352-895-8004,
tisher@ufl.edu

Todes, Patricia, 39109 7th Ave., Zephyrhills, FL 33542-4538, 813-780-6114,
patotodes@yahoo.com

Treat, Victor H. & JoAnn, P.O. Box 143, College Station, TX 77841, 979-846-8172,
victor.treat@verizon.net

Trippe, Bonnie G., 105 Rue de Bourbon, Slidell, LA 70461-5231, 985-290-2557,
bgtrippe@aol.com

Tygier, Nicole, 21 Hawk St., New Orleans, LA 70124-4118, 504-975-3729,
ntygier@nolacounsel.com

Tyler, Phyllis, 713 Cynthia Ave., Metairie, LA 70003, 504-313-2523, tphyllis@live.com
Vanderpool, Lee, 902 Middle Drive, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547-2850, 850-974-2707,

leev4@cox.net
Vanis, Hal, 15711 CR 4255 S., Henderson, TX 75654, 903-854-4517
Vickers, F. Norman & Elizabeth, 5429 Dynasty Dr., Pensacola, FL 32504-8583, 850-484-9183,

nvickers1@cox.net
Vicknair, Lynn, 2044 E. Ramsey Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 225-802-8785, lynnv@cox.net
Vidacovich, May, 201 Grossie Dr., Lafayette, LA 70501, 504-289-6840, mvidacov@cox.net
Vinson, Roger & Ellen, 1905 E. Strong St., Pensacola, FL 32501, 850-572-6981,

roger_vinson@flnd.uscourts.gov
Voelker, Rosemarie, 400 N. Sunset Blvd., Gulf Breeze, FL 32561
Vogelsang, Skip, 4760 Shannon Pl., Pensacola, FL 32504, 850-776-7951, lbv3rd@gmail.com
Walker, James, 8600 Tutwiler Ln., Mobile, AL 36619-4330, 251-633-7279,

wjtiger40@aol.com
Wall, Darrel, 10093 Rain Crow Hollow, Hammond, LA 70401,225-567-

2019,loblolly@bellsouth.net
Warner, Aven & Gary, 2212 Riverside Dr., Mobile, AL 36605, 251-473-1819,

avenwarner@gmail.com
Warriner, Tom & Cindy, 5022 Mark Trail,Birmingham, AL 35242, 850-803-1161,

photocrafttom@gmail.com
Watkins, Robert, 2809 Zeeland Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, 225-388-9719,

deltasquire@yahoo.com
Weeks, Thomas, 11281 Jake Pearson Rd., Conroe, TX, 281-723-9822,

tommyweeks@consolidated.net
Welch, Donna, 4995 Callot St., Baton Rouge, LA 70808-0802, 225-503-6607,

dwelch@lsu.edu
Williams, David & Sandra, P.O. Box 67, Roberta, GA 31078, 478-836-4249, dscm@pstel.net
Wise, Judy B., 103 Surrey Court, Dothan, AL 36305, 334-685-0121, jw4cody@aol.com
Witcher, Alice, 1934 Steele Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70808-1673, 225-336-4147,

cusnr@aol.com
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Jessie Willard Scott was born in 1914 to
Ben and Lena Scott in Woodville,

Mississippi, one of seven children.
Willard attended school until grade 5,
when he and his older brothers helped
their parents tend to the farm. His mother,
Lena, died when he was
14 years old.
 Two years later
Willard left home to
work on a local ranch
as a cowboy. He was a
skilled horseback rider
and would rope,
wrestle, and secure
cattle. Timber was also
a thriving industry in
Woodville that
supported many
laborers in the community. So, at the age
of 22, Willard began working at Ransom
Lumber Company where he earned an
annual salary of $400, the equivalent of
$7,473 in today’s dollars.
 He was hardworking,
dependable and handsome.
He was tall, slender, had
teakwood colored skin and
eyes that radiated both brown
and grey hues. In 1938, he
married Babers Walker by
whom he had nine children.
A skilled craftsman, Willard
built his family’s first home
in Woodville.  He  later
planted greens, corn, and butter beans for
his family and friends to enjoy.
 At times, work at the lumber mill was
stagnant and he would have to travel to
other towns to work. He eventually found
a stable job in Zachary, Louisiana, then
later moved to Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
 While living in Baton Rouge, Willard

worked as a general laborer, gardener and
landscaper. He was very meticulous
about the quality of his work and took
pride in everything that he did. Soon he
became the gardener of choice for
homeowners in Baton Rouge, including

the camellia garden of
Henry and Violet
Stone. Mrs. Stone
loved camellias, “the
rose of winter in
Southern gardens.”
She loved the beauty,
versatility, of the
flowers. She
developed new
varieties which she
named in honor of  her
children, husband, or

people who were dear to her.
 Mrs. Stone named one such camellia
after Willard. Camellia japonica 'Willard
Scott' is described as a light pink, fading

to pink at the tips. A
breathtaking flower that
once well-established would
need little additional care.
 Today, the Willard
Scott Camellia is beloved by
garden enthusiasts across the
United States. The Stone
Camellia Collection,
including 'Willard Scott' has
been perpetuated by the
Baton Rouge Camellia

Society at the LSU AgCenter Botanic
Gardens in Baton Rouge for the general
public to enjoy.
 Willard died in 1991 leaving an
indelible memory in the heart and mind of
everyone that knew him.

Camellia japonica 'Willard Scott'
By Torri Buckles, his grand-daughter

Willard Scott
(1914-1991)

C. japonica 'Willard Scott'
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In the Summer Garden
By Art Landry, Baton Rouge, LA

Time for Rooting Cuttings;  June and
July is a good time to take camellia cut-
tings to propagate more plants - either
japonicas or sasanquas. Some growers
continue into September - the roots take
longer to develop later in the season.

Select a 4" to 6" cutting of this years
new growth which has matured. Remove
lower leaves, leaving from 2-4 leaves at
the terminal. Cut the base of the cutting at
a slant to increase surface area to root, dip
in rooting hormone, if desired, and insert
the base in rooting medium about 2" to 3"
deep. Use a pencil or stick to form a hole
to receive the cutting to avoid losing the
hormone when inserting in the medium.

The rooting medium can be sand,
perlite, vermiculite or any combination of
these. Water the cuttings well, cover with
plastic to retain moisture, and put pot in
shade. Milk jugs with the bottom cut out
work well for a small number of cuttings.
For more cuttings and larger pots, plastic
bags can be used. Put the pot in the bag
and tie the open end with a twist-tie. The
13 gallon "tall kitchen bags" by Glad are
white, fit all sizes of pots and seemed to
work well for us last year.

Check the bags about once a month to
ensure sufficient moisture remains. If you
use the milk jugs with space between it
and the side of the pot, water regularly to
keep the medium moist. The covering pot
or bag should always have moisture con-
densed on the inside. The cuttings will
callous in aboul a month and start roots
after another month.

They can usually be potted in a 4" pot
by November if they were started in July
and will have filled the 4" pot with roots

by spring. When the 4" pot is full of roots,
they can be moved to I gallon pots. It's
risky to put them in the gallon pots too
soon - some will not survive. The mix
used in the 4" pots must be very porous to
allow excellent drainage. Once the cut-
tings develop roots into the mix, regular
watering must be done to avoid drying out.
Try a few (or a lot - we'll use your extras
at the Burden Nursery for our program.)
You'll enjoy watching the new little plants
as they grow from that simple cutting you
started in July.

Pruning and Disbudding:  Start disbud-
ding as soon as the flower buds are easily
discernable from the growth buds.  Care-
fully pinch off all but one flower bud on
each stem to
help get
better and
l a r g e r
b l o o m s .
While dis-
b u d d i n g ,
bring along
your clip-
pers and
trim off any
weak or
d e a d
branches as you go along. Minor pruning
to adjust the shape of the plant can also be
done. Try to keep your clippers as clean
as you can to avoid spreading dieback,
which always seems to be around. Pruning
paint, available in a convenient spray can,
can be sprayed on the larger wounds for
protection against fungal infections.

Remove buds A, B and C to leave
only terminal bud.
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Camellia Crossword
All clues are from the Spring 2021 issue of the Camellian.

ACROSS
6. best outside bloom at Pensacola 2020 show
7. material from which reusable graft covers may be

made
10. camellia club having a show during pandemic
11. first camellia plants generally sold at a show are

those which are_
12. location of impromptu camellia show for seniors
13. greatest exposure to this infection occurs during

spring

DOWN
1. best protected bloom at Pensacola 2020 show
2. Pensacola show prizes donated to Marines for their

gift program
3. where Tama-no-ura was discovered in 1947
4. to be eligible for placement in a show, the cultivar

must be
5. Bobby Green seedling named/registered by the

Grimms
8. camellias bordered in white
9. new cultivar introduced at Pensacola 2020 by Pat
Johnson

Camellia Crossword Answers
Down
1. Miss Tulare  2. ToysForTots  3. FukueIsland  4. Registered  5. SawadasDrean  8. Tama   9. JennieJLewis
Across
6. DrCliffordParksVar  7. PoliticalSigns  10. Pensacola  11. Blooming  9. Confederate Rose  11. Alba Plena
12.  StFrancisvilla   13. Dieback

C. japonica 'Tama-no-ura
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Editor’s Notes
By Kenn Campbell, Baton Rouge, LA

kennbc@cox.net

Accidental Experiment:  In February
2020 Kay Clark told me she wanted
'Winifred Womack' and 'Magnoliaeflora,'
so I volunteered to graft them for her.  On
1 March 2020 (1st quarter moon),  I
harvested the scions and prepared to graft
them.  I decided to graft two of each to
have a better chance of getting at least 1
take. Since it was late in the grafting
season, I decided to graft one terminal bud
and one "blind eye" scion of each.  A
"blind eye" being the growth buds or
dormant eyes below the terminal buds.
 As luck would have it, they all "took"
and started to grow.  The terminal bud
grafts made slow bushy growth, but the
"blind eye" grafts sent a strong stem
straight up.  By 21 June 2020, the "blind

eye 'Magnoliaeflora' had reached 22" tall
and the 'Winifred Womack' 19".  The
terminal bud grafts were 9" and 12" tall.
In addition, the  "blind eye" graft of the
'Magnoliaeflora' had a bloom bud (which
should have been removed but I would
wait for Kay to do that).  She would not
remove it either and as of March 2021 it
had not still opened but fell off before
blooming.

Grafts l. to r. 'Winifred Womack,' terminal bud;
'Magnoliaeflora,' terminal bud; 'Winifred Womack,'
blind eye; 'Magnoliaeflora,' blind eye.      photo 6-3-20

 I had not set out to do an experiment,
but it just turned out that way..  It clearly
shows the advantage of using a "blind eye"
scions in lieu of terminal bud scions.  It
reminded me of something that Forrest
Latta told me several years ago.  He said
he did all his grafting in March and used
nothing but "blind eyes."  Now I can see
why.

Red Sport of Melissa Anne:   The photo
on the back cover is a sport of 'Melissa
Anne' that first bloomed in January of
2021.

The blooms were on a very vigorous
shoot that originated from the graft union
of the sasanqua understock.  All the
blooms on this shoot were the same.  It
may possibly be a 'graft chimera', but I am
not smart enough to know how to tell or
if it really matters. So I will just go with
'sport' for now.

C. japonica
'Melissa Anne'

with red sport on
vigorous shoot

on left.  The
shoot originated

from graft union
and is a couple of

feet taller than
original plant.

A number of
grafts were made

for the BRCS
and are at the
LSU Burden

Center for
evaluation.

C. japonica 'Melissa Anne" Red Sport of 'Melissa Anne'
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C. japonica ‘Dr. John Bell’ 1950,
G. H. Wilkinson, Pensacola, FL

C. japonica ‘Cile Watford’  2009, by Walter
Homeyer, Macon, GA

Gulf Coast Camellia Society

Invitation to Join

The Gulf Coast Camellia Society was organized in
1962 for the purpose of extending appreciation and
enjoyment of camellias.  The Society strives to
provide information to its members about all aspects
of the care and culture of camellia plants as well as
the exhibiting and showing of camellia blooms. The
Society also serves as a forum for members to share
and exchange information and experiences with
other members.

Annual dues for membership in the Gulf Coast
Camellia Society are $10.00 for individuals and
$12.00 for couples. Membership runs from October
through September each year. Life Membership is
available at $200 for individual and $240 for
couples.  Included with membership are four
issues of The Gulf Coast Camellian which contains
articles on all aspects of camellia culture as well as
serving as an exchange of news and information
between and for members. The Camellian also
contains reports of the Society’s operations, minutes
of meetings, financial reports, show news, and other
subjects of interest to our members.
      To join, send your name, address, phone number,
and e-mail address, along with your payment to Gulf
Coast Camellia Society, in care of Ann Ruth, 726
High Plains Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70810

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Telephone:_________________________________

E-mail: ____________________________________

C. japonica ‘Alice Jernigan’ 2019,
Ed Jernigan, Greenville, AL

C. sasanqua ‘Midnight Ruby’  1994, Jerry
Conrad, Plymouth, FL
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Red Sport of C. japonica 'Melissa Anne'  first bloomed 2021
Photo Kenn Campbell


