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When streamlined data entry slows to a 

crawl 



What do we have??  

• Historic “odd-lot” collections of 
invertebrates 
– Little expeditionary material 

• Specimens in vials, boxes and jars 
• Few field catalogues or notes 
• Approximately 10% of the collection 

currently digitized in Specify 
 



What do we have??  

• Over 3,400 invertebrate type lots 
• Over 500,000 mollusk lots (wet and dry) 

– Global repository for bivalves, cephalopods, 
chitons and gastropods 

• Over 150,000 wet lots in jars 
•  Internationally significant collections 

– Cnidaria, Bryozoa, Brachiopoda, Foraminifera 

 



How does it arrive? 



Our current curation workflow 

• Taxonomic 
Specialist 

Identify 

• Place in 
acid-free 
containers 

Re-house 
• Enter into 
Specify 

Catalogue 

• Data 
verification 

Proof 
• Print 
• Place with 

specimen 

Label 

• Merge into 
research 
collection 

File 

• Start with uncurated 
incoming specimens 

• About 5 minutes per lot to process 
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Numeric catalogues 



Locality data 



Our proposed digitizing 
workflow 

•  Numeric 
catalog 

Capture 
catalogs 

•  Expedition 
logs 

Capture 
localities • Directly 

into 
Specify 

Dry 
specimens 

•  Start with 
expedition 
specimens 

Wet 
specimens •  Image 10 

slides at 
once 

Slides 

• Start with curated and 
identified specimens 

• About 1-2 minutes per lot to digitize 



Previously georeferenced localities 



Still looking for funding… 



How does it arrive? 


