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Index of Secondary Credentials 

IERF is pleased to present the Index of Secondary Credentials as a handy companion to The New Country 

Index (Volume I as well as Volume II which is soon to be released). For the last four decades, The Country 

Index and its various editions have served as important reference tools for registrars and admissions oficers 

in the assessment and placement of international students. This particular resource, compiled by Emily Tse, our 

Director of Evaluations, is available free of charge and consists of three parts.

Part I is a listing of the names of secondary credentials from nearly 200 educational systems. The listing focuses 

on the “academic track” credentials which give access to postsecondary study in the host country. This resource 

was made possible in part through Emily’s research, supported by the Pioneer Research Grant. We are most 

grateful to the Committee for its support.

Part II is a collection of sample documents from approximately 35 educational systems. While efforts have been 

made to provide samples of current credentials, please note that formats may vary and change.

Part III is an article explaining the variations of the O and A Level qualiications found in the UK, many 

Commonwealth countries and international schools around the world. This article, entitled “Os and As and 

Other Letters of the Alphabet”, was co-written by Emily Tse and Ujjaini Sahasrabudhe.

I would like to give special thanks to Emily for her hard work and dedication to this project. I would also like to 

acknowledge Ujjaini for her important contribution to the article in Part III. Appreciation should also be given to 

our IERF evaluators for their assistance and feedback, especially Carole Khoury, Traci Wells and Alice Tang.

Susan Bedil

Executive Director

2010
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No. Country Credential Level Total No. 
of Years

1. Afghanistan Baccalauria (Baccalaureate) secondary 12 

2. Albania Deftese Pjekurie (Maturity Certificate) secondary 12

3. Algeria Diplôme de Bachelier de l’Enseignement  secondary 12

du Second Degré (Diploma of 

Baccalaureate of Secondary Education)

4. Andorra Batxillerat (Baccalaureate) secondary 12

5. Angola Habilitação Literárias (Literary Qualification) secondary 12 

6. Anguilla Caribbean Advanced Proficiency  pre-university 13

Examination (CAPE) 

7. Caribbean Secondary Education  secondary 11

Certificate (CSEC)

8. General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

9. General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

10. Antigua & Barbuda Caribbean Advanced Proficiency pre-university 13

Examination (CAPE)

11. Caribbean Secondary Education secondary 11 

Certificate (CSEC)

12. General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

13. General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

14. Argentina Bachiller secondary 12

15. Armenia ԱՏԵՍՏԱՏ ՄԻՋՆԱԿԱՐԳ (ԼՐԻՎ)  secondary 12 (since 2006)

ԸՆԴՀԱՆՒՐ ԿՐԹՒԹՅԱՆ
Attestat Mijnakarg (Lriv) Yndhanur Krtoutian

(Certificate of Completed Secondary 

Education)

16. Australia Australia Capital Territory Year 12 Certificate  secondary 12 

(Capital Territory)

17. Australia Higher School Certificate secondary 12 

(New South Wales)
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No. Country Credential Level Total No. 
of Years

18. Australia Northern Territory Certificate of Education secondary 12 

(Northern Territory)

19. Australia Queensland Senior Certificate secondary 12

(Queensland)

20. Australia South Australia Certificate of Education secondary 12

(South Australia)

21. Australia Tasmanian Certificate of Education secondary 12

(Tasmania)

22. Australia Victorian Certificate of Education secondary 12

(Victoria)

23. Australia Western Australia Certificate of Education secondary 12

(Western Australia)

24. Austria Reifeprüng / Matura (Maturity Certificate) secondary 12

25. Azerbaijan Certificate of Complete Secondary Education secondary 11

26. Bahamas Bahamas General Certificate of Secondary secondary 11 

Education (since 1993)

27. General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

28. General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

29. Bahrain Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama (General  secondary 12 

Certificate of Secondary Education)

30. Bangladesh Higher Secondary Certificate secondary 12

31.  Alim (Higher Secondary Certificate from a  secondary 12

religious school)
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No. Country Credential Level Total No. 
of Years

32. Barbados Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination pre-university 13 

(CAPE) 

33. Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate secondary 11 

(CSEC) 

34. Barbados Secondary School Certificate Part I secondary 10 to 11

35. General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

36. General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

37. Belarus Attestat ab agulnai sjarednaj (Certificate of secondary 11 

General Secondary Education) 

38. Belgium Getuigschrift van Hoger Secundair Onderwijs secondary 12

(Flemish Region) (Certificate of Higher Secondary Education) 

39.  Bekwaamheidsdiploma dat toegang verleent  secondary 12

tot het Hoger Onderwijs (Diploma of Access

to Higher Education)

40. Belgium Certificat d’Enseignement Secondaire secondary 12 

(French Region) Supérieur (Certificate of Higher Secondary 

Education) 

41.  Diplôme d’Aptitude à Accéder à secondary 12

l’Enseignement Supérieur (Diploma of

Access to Higher Education)

42. Belize Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination  pre-university 14

(CAPE) 

43. Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate  secondary 12

(CSEC) 

44. High School Diploma secondary 12

45. General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 14

46. General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 12

47. Benin Diplôme de Bachelier de l’Enseignement du  secondary 13

Second Degré (Diploma of Baccalaureate of 

Secondary Education) 

48. Bermuda Bermuda School Certificate (since 2003) secondary 12

49. High School Diploma secondary 12

50. General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

51. General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11
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52. Bhutan Bhutan Higher Secondary Education  secondary 12

Certificate 

53. Indian School Certificate (conducted by the  secondary 12

Council for Indian School Certificate 

Examinations) 

54. Bolivia Bachiller  secondary 12

55. Bosnia & Secondary School Leaving Diploma secondary 12

Herzegovina 

56. Botswana Botswana General Certificate of Secondary  secondary 12

Education 

57. Cambridge Overseas School Certificate  secondary 12

(COSC) / General Certificate of Education 

O Levels (to be phased out in 2 years)

58. Brazil Diploma / Certificado de Conclusão de  secondary 11

Segundo Grau / Ensino Medio (Diploma / 

Certificate of Conclusion of Secondary 

Education / Secondary School) 

59. British Virgin Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination  pre-university 13

Islands (CAPE)

60. Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate  secondary 11

(CSEC) 

61. General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

62. General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

63. Brunei Brunei-Cambridge General Certificate of  pre-university 13

Education A Levels 

64. Brunei-Cambridge General Certificate of  secondary 11

Education O Levels 

65. Bulgaria Svidetelstvo za zrelost (Maturity Certificate)  secondary 12

or Diploma za Sredno Obrazovanie (Diploma 

of Completed Secondary Education) 

mailto:institutions%40ierf.org?subject=


Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org IERF Index of Secondary Credentials  |  7

No. Country Credential Level Total No. 
of Years

66. Burkina Faso Diplôme de Bachelier de l’Enseignement du  secondary 13

Second Degré / Diplôme du Baccalauréat de 

l’Enseignement Général (Diploma of 

Baccalaureate of Secondary Education) 

67. Burundi Diplôme d’Etat (State Diploma) / Diplôme  secondary 13

des Humanités Complètes (Diploma of 

Complete Humanities)

68. Cambodia Baccalauréat (Baccalaureate) secondary 12

69. Cameroon Cameroon General Certificate of Education  pre-university 13 

(Anglophone system) A Levels 

70. Cameroon General Certificate of Education  secondary 11

O Levels

71. Cameroon Diplôme de Bachelier de l’Enseignement du  secondary 13

(Francophone system) Second Degré (Diploma of Baccalaureate of 

Secondary Education)

72. Canada Advanced High School Diploma secondary 12

(Alberta)

73. General High School Diploma secondary 12

74. Canada Secondary School Graduation Diploma secondary 12

(British Columbia)

75. Canada Manitoba High School Diploma secondary 12

(Manitoba)

76. Canada New Brunswick High School Graduation  secondary 12

(New Brunswick) Diploma 

77. Canada High School Graduation Diploma secondary 12

(Newfoundland

and Labrador)

78. Canada High School Graduation Diploma secondary 12

(Northwest Territories)
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79. Canada  Nova Scotia High School Graduation Diploma secondary 12

 (Nova Scotia)  

80. Canada  High School Graduation Diploma secondary 12

 (Nunavut)  

81. Canada  Ontario Secondary School Diploma secondary 12

 (Ontario)  

82. Canada  Senior Secondary School Diploma secondary 12

 (Prince Edward Island)  

83. Canada  Diplôme d’Etudes Collégiales (DEC)  pre-university 13

 (Quebec) (Diploma of Collegial Studies) 

84.  Diplôme d’Etudes Secondaires (DES)  secondary 11

  (Secondary School Diploma) 

85. Canada  Record of Secondary Level Standing  secondary 12  

 (Saskatchewan)  (Secondary School Diploma)

86. Canada  High School Diploma secondary 12

 (Yukon Territory)

87. Cape Verde Certificado da Habilitações Literárias  secondary 12

  (Certificate of Literary Qualifications) 

 

88. Cayman Islands Caribbean Advanced Proficiency  pre-university 13

  Examination (CAPE) 

89.  Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate  secondary 11

  (CSEC) 

90.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

91.  General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

92.  International General Certificate of  secondary 11

  Secondary Education (IGCSE)  

93. Central African  Baccalauréat (Baccalaureate) secondary 13

 Republic 

94. Chad Baccalauréat (Baccalaureate) secondary 13
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95. Chile Licencia de Educación Media  secondary 12

  (Diploma of Secondary Education)

 

96. China 高中毕业证书 (Senior Secondary  secondary 12

  School Certificate)

 

97. Colombia Bachiller secondary 11

98. Comoros Baccalauréat de l’Enseignement du  secondary 13

  Second Degré (Baccalaureate of 

  Secondary Education) 

  

99. Congo Baccalauréat (Baccalaureate) secondary  13

100. Costa Rica Diploma de Conclusión de Estudios de  secondary  11

  Educación Diversificada (Diploma of 

  Completion of Diversified Education) / 

  Bachiller 

101. Croatia Svjedodžba o Mature (Maturity Certificate)  secondary  12

102. Cuba Bachiller secondary 12

103. Cyprus Απολυτηριο of Λυκειο (Apolytirion of  secondary 12

  Lykeion or Certificate of Completion from 

  Upper Secondary School) 

104. Czech Republic Vysvědčení o Maturitní Zkoušce (Maturity  secondary 13

  Certificate)

105. Democratic  Diplôme d’Etat d’Etudes Secondaires du  secondary 12

 Republic of  Cycle Long (State Diploma of     

 the Congo Secondary Studies – Long Cycle)

106. Denmark Bevis for Studentereksamen (Upper  secondary 13

  Secondary School Leaving Certificate) 

107.  Bevis for Højere Forberedelseseksamen  secondary 12

  (Higher Preparatory Certificate) 

108. Djibouti Baccalauréat de l’Enseignement Secondaire  secondary 13

  (Baccalaureate of Secondary Education) 
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109. Dominica Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination  pre-university 13

  (CAPE)

110.  Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate  secondary 11

  (CSEC) 

111.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

112.  General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

113. Dominican  Bachiller secondary 12

 Republic

 

114. Ecuador Bachiller secondary 12

115. Egypt Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama  secondary 12

  (General Certificate of Secondary Education) 

116. El Salvador Bachiller secondary 12

117. Equatorial Guinea Bachiller secondary 12

118 Eritrea Eritrean Secondary Education Certificate secondary 11

   Examination 

119. Estonia Gümnaasiumi lõputunnistus (Secondary secondary 12

   School Certificate) 

120. Ethiopia Ethiopian Higher Education Entrance  secondary 12

  Examination (since 2003)

 

121. Fiji Fiji Seventh Form Examination pre-university 13

122.  Fiji School Leaving Certificate secondary 12

123. Finland Lukion päästötodistus / Dismissionsbetyg  secondary 12

  (Upper Secondary Completion Certificate) 

124.  Ylioppilastutkintotodistus/ secondary 12

  Studentexamensbetyg (Certificate of 

  Matriculation) 

125. France Diplôme du Baccalauréat Général  secondary 12

  (Diploma of General Baccalaureate)
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126. Gabon Baccalauréat (Baccalaureate) secondary 12

127. Gambia West African Examinations Council  secondary 12

  (WAEC) Senior School Certificate

128. Georgia Sashualo Skolis Atestati (Secondary School  secondary 12 (since 2006)  

  Leaving Certificate)

129. Germany Zeugnis der Allgemeinen Hochschulreife /  pre-university 12 to 13 

  Abitur (Certificate of Overall Maturity for 

  Higher Education)

130.  Fachgebundene Hochschulreife (Certificate  pre-university 13 to 14

  of Subject-Restricted Maturity for Higher 

  Education)

131.  Fachhochschulreife (Certificate of Maturity for  secondary 12

  Education at Universities of Applied Sciences)

132. Ghana West African Examinations Council (WAEC)  secondary 12

  Senior School Certificate  13

       

 

133. Greece Απολυτηριο of Λυκειο (Apolytirion of  secondary 12

  Lykeion or Upper Secondary School 

  Certificate)    

134. Grenada Caribbean Advanced Proficiency  pre-university 13

  Examination (CAPE)    

135.  Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate  secondary 11

  (CSEC) 

136.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

137.  General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

138. Guatemala Bachiller secondary 11

139. Guinea Baccalauréat 2ème partie (Baccalaureate,  secondary 13

  Part II) 

140.  Baccalauréat 1ère partie (Baccalaureate,  secondary 12

  Part I)

 

(being phased out)

(to be first 
awarded in 2011)
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141. Guinea-Bissau Certidão (de 3° ano) Doze Anos de secondary 12 

Escolaridade (Year 12 Education Certificate) 

142.  Certificado de Conclusão do Ensino  secondary 11 to 12

Secundário (Certificate of Conclusion of 

Secondary Education)

143. Guyana Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination  pre-university 13

(CAPE) 

144. Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate  secondary 11

(CSEC) 

145. General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

146. General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

147. Haiti Diplôme d’Études Secondaires, 2ème partie  secondary 12

(Diploma of Secondary Studies, Part II) 

148.  Diplôme d’Études Secondaires, 1ère partie  secondary 11

(Diploma of Secondary Studies, Part I)

149. Honduras Bachiller secondary 11

150. Hong Kong Hong Kong Advanced Level Examination  pre-university 13

Certificate (HKALE) (to be phased out)

151. Hong Kong Advanced Supplementary Level  pre-university 12 to 13

Examination Certificate (HKASLE) 

(being phased out)

152. Hong Kong Certificate of Education  secondary 11

153. Examination (HKCEE) (being phased out) secondary 12

Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education 

(HKDSE) (to be introduced in 2012)

154. Hungary Érettségi Bizonyítvány / Matura  secondary 12

(Maturity Certificate) 

155. Iceland Studentsprof (Matriculation Certificate from  secondary 14

Gymnasium) 
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156. India Higher Secondary School Certificate / Higher  secondary 12

  Secondary Certificate / Indian School 

  Certificate / Intermediate Examination 

  Certificate / All India or Delhi Senior School 

  Certificate / Pre-University Certificate / 

  Pre-Degree Certificate

157. Indonesia Surat Tanda Tamat Belajar Sekolah  secondary 12

  Menengah Umum Tingkat Atas (STTB - SMA) 

  (Certificate of Completion of Academic 

  Secondary School) 

 

158. Iran Pre-University Certificate pre-university 12

159.  Diploma of Completion of Secondary  secondary 11

  Education

 

160. Iraq Certificate of Preparatory Education /  secondary 12

  Sixth Form Baccalaureate 

 

161. Ireland Ardteistiméireacht (Leaving Certificate)  secondary 11

162 Israel Teudat Bagrut (Matriculation Certificate) secondary 12

163. Italy Diploma di Esame di Stato (State  secondary 13

  Examination Diploma) (since 1998-99)

 

164. Ivory Coast Diplôme de Bachelier de l’Enseignement du  secondary 13

  Second Degré (Diploma of Baccalaureate of 

  Secondary Education) / Baccalauréat 

  (Baccalaureate) 

165. Jamaica Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination  pre-university 13

  (CAPE) 

166.  Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate  secondary 11

  (CSEC) 

167.  Secondary School Certificate secondary 11

168.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

169.  General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

170. Japan Graduation Certificate (Secondary School) secondary 12
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171. Jordan Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama  secondary 12

  (General Certificate of Secondary 

  Education)  

172. Kazakhstan Attestat (Diploma of Completed Secondary secondary 11

   Education) 

173. Kenya Kenyan Certificate of Secondary Education secondary 12

174. Kiribati Form 7 Certificate / Higher School Certificate pre-university 13

175.  Kiribati National Certificate  secondary 12

176.  Pacific Senior Secondary Certificate secondary 12

177. Korea  Graduation Certificate (Secondary School) secondary 12

 (South Korea)

178. Kosovo Diplomë për Kryerjen e Shkollës së Mesmet  secondary 12

  të Përgjithshme-Gjimnazin (Diploma of 

  Completion of General Secondary School – 

  Gymnasium)

 

179. Kuwait Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama  secondary 12

  (General Certificate of Secondary Education) 

180. Kyrgyzstan жалпы орто билим туралуу  secondary 12 (since 2003)

  аттестат (Attestat or Certificate of 

  Completed Secondary Education) 

181. Laos Baccalauréat (Baccalaureate) secondary 11

182. Latvia Atestats par visparejo videjo izglitibu  secondary 12

  (Attestation of General Secondary Education) 

183. Lebanon Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama (General  secondary 12

  Certificate of Secondary Education) 

184. Lesotho Cambridge Overseas School Certificate secondary 12

  (COSC) / General Certificate of Education

  O Levels
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185. Liberia West African Examinations Council  secondary 12

  (WAEC) Senior School Certificate 

186. Libya Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama  secondary 12 to 13

  (General Certificate of Secondary 

  Education) 

187. Liechtenstein Matura (Maturity Certificate) secondary 12

188. Lithuania Brandos Atestatas (Certificate of Maturity)  secondary 12

189. Luxembourg Diplôme de Fin d’Etudes Secondaires  secondary 13

  (Secondary Education Completion Diploma) 

190. Macau Cambridge Overseas Higher School  pre-university 13

  Certificate (COHSC) / General Certificate of 

  Education A Levels 

191.  Cambridge Overseas School Certificate  secondary 11

  (COSC) / General Certificate of Education 

  O Levels 

192.  Hong Kong Advanced Level Examination  pre-university 13

  Certificate (HKALE) 

193.  Hong Kong Certificate of Education  secondary 11

  Examination (HKCEE) 

194.   Senior Secondary Certificate secondary 12

195.  Ensino Secundário Complementar  secondary 12

  (Complementary Secondary Studies)

 

196. Macedonia Svidetelstvo za zavreno sredno obrazovanie  secondary 12

  (Secondary School Leaving Diploma)

 

197. Madagascar Baccalauréat de l’Enseignement du Second 

  Degré (Baccalaureate of Secondary Education) secondary 12 to 13

198. Malawi Malawi School Certificate of Education (MSCE) secondary 12
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199. Malaysia Sijil Tinggi Persekolahan Malaysia (STPM)  pre-university 13

(Malaysian Higher School Certificate)  

200.  Matrikulasi (Matriculation Certificate) pre-university 12 to 13

201.  Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (Malaysia  secondary 11

Certificate of Education) 

202. United Examination Certificate for  secondary 12

Independent Chinese Schools in Malaysia 

203. Maldives Higher Secondary School Certificate (HSSC) secondary 12

204. General Certificate of Education A Levels /  pre-university 12

International General Certificate of Secondary 

Education (IGCSE) A Levels  

205. General Certificate of Education O Levels /  secondary 10

International General Certificate of Secondary 

Education (IGCSE) 

206. Mali Baccalauréat Malien (Malian Baccalaureate) secondary 12

207. Malta Matriculation Certificate  pre-university 13

208. Secondary Education Certificate  secondary 11

209. International General Certificate of Secondary  secondary 11

Education (IGCSE) 

210. Mauritania Diplôme de Bachelier de I’Enseignement du  secondary 12

Second Degré (Diploma of Baccalaureate of 

Secondary Education) 

211. Mauritius Cambridge Overseas Higher School Certificate pre-university 13

(COHSC) / General Certificate of Education A Levels 

212. Cambridge Overseas School Certificate secondary 11

(COSC) / General Certificate of Education O Levels

213. Mexico Bachiller secondary 12

214. Moldova Diplomă de Bacalaureat  secondary 12

(Diploma of Baccalaureate) 

215 Monaco Baccalauréat (Baccalaureate) secondary 12

216. Mongolia Gerchilgee (School Leaving Certificate) secondary 11  

12 (being phased 
in during 2008/09)
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217. Montenegro Diploma o završenoj srednjoj školi (Diploma  secondary 12

  of Completed Secondary Education)

 

218. Montserrat Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination  pre-university 13

  (CAPE) 

219.  Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate  secondary 11

  (CSEC) 

220.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

221.  General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

222. Morocco Diplôme du Baccalauréat de l’Enseignement  secondary 12

  Secondaire (Diploma of Baccalaureate of 

  Secondary Education) 

223. Mozambique Certificado da Habilitações Literárias  secondary 12

  (Certificate of Literary Qualifications)  

224. Myanmar Basic Education High School Examination  secondary 10

  (Matriculation)

225. Namibia Namibian Senior Secondary Certificate Higher secondary 12 

  Level (since 2007) 

226.  Namibian Senior Secondary Certificate secondary 12 

  Ordinary Level (since 2007) 

227.  Higher International General Certificate of secondary 12 

  Secondary Education (HIGCSE) 

  (being phased out) 

228.  International General Certificate of Secondary secondary 12 

  Education (IGCSE) (being phased out)

 

229. Nepal Higher Secondary Certificate secondary 12

230.  Proficiency Certificate or Intermediate secondary 12 

  Certificate

 

231. Netherlands Voorbereidend Wetenschappelijk Onderwijs secondary 12 

  (Diploma of University Preparatory Education) 

232.  Hoger Algemeen Voortgezet Onderwijs secondary 11 

  (Diploma of Senior General Secondary 

  Education) 
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233. Netherlands Voorbereidend Wetenschappelijk Onderwijs secondary 12 

 Antilles (Diploma of University Preparatory Education) 

234.  Hoger Algemeen Voortgezet Onderwijs secondary 11 

  (Diploma of Senior General Secondary 

  Education)

 

235. New Zealand  National Certificate in Educational secondary 13 

  Achievement Level 3 (since 2004) 

236.  National Certificate in Educational secondary 12

  Achievement Level 2 (since 2003)

 

237. Nicaragua Bachiller secondary 11

238. Niger Diplôme de Bachelier de l’Enseignement du secondary 13

   Second Degré (Diploma of Baccalaureate of 

  Secondary Education) 

239. Nigeria West African Examinations Council (WAEC) secondary 12 

  Senior School Certificate 

240. Norway Vitnemål fra den Videregående Skole secondary 13 

  (Certificate of Upper Secondary Education)

 

241. Oman Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama (General secondary 12 

  Certificate of Secondary Education)

 

242. Pakistan Higher Secondary Certificate (HSC)/ secondary 12 

  Intermediate Certificate

 

243. Palestinian Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama (General secondary 12 

 Authority Certificate of Secondary Education) 

   

244. Panama Bachiller secondary 12

245. Papua New Guinea Higher School Certificate secondary 12

246. Paraguay Bachiller secondary 12

247. Peru Certificado Oficial de Estudios de Educación secondary 11

   Secundaria (Official Certificate of Studies of 

  Secondary Education) 

mailto:institutions%40ierf.org?subject=


Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org IERF Index of Secondary Credentials  |  19

No. Country Credential Level Total No. 
 of Years

248. Philippines Katibayan or Katunayan (High School secondary 10 

  Diploma)

249. Poland Świadectwo Dojrzałości (Maturity secondary 12 

  Certificate)

 

250. Portugal Diploma de Ensino Secundário (Diploma secondary 12 

  of Secondary Education) (since mid 2000s)

 

251. Puerto Rico High School Diploma secondary 12

252. Qatar Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama 

  (General Certificate of Secondary Education) secondary 12

253.  Qatar Senior School Certificate (since 2007 secondary 12

  from independent schools)

 

254. Romania Diplomă de Bacalaureat (Diploma of secondary 12 

  Baccalaureate)

 

255. Russian  Аттестат о среднем (полном) secondary 11

  Federation общем образовании (Certificate of 

  (Complete) General Secondary Education)

   

256. Rwanda Diplôme des Humanités Complètes (Diploma secondary 12 

  of Completed Humanities)

257.  Rwanda National Examination Council secondary 12 

  Advanced Levels

 

258. Samoa Pacific Senior Secondary Certificate secondary 12

259.  South Pacific Seventh Form Examination secondary 12 

  (since 2004)

 

260. Saudi Arabia Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama (General secondary 12 

  Certificate of Secondary Education)
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261. Scotland  Scottish Baccalaureate (to be first awarded pre-university 12 to 13 

  in 2010) 

262.  Scottish Certificate of Education Advanced pre-university 13 

  Higher 

263.  Scottish Certificate of Education Higher  pre-university 12

264.  Scottish Certificate of Education Standard secondary 11 

  Grade

265. Senegal Diplôme de Bachelier de l’Enseignement du secondary 13 

  Second Degré (Diploma of Baccalaureate of 

  Secondary Education) / Baccalauréat 

  (Baccalaureate)

 

266. Serbia Diploma o završenoj srednjoj školi (Diploma secondary 12 

  of Completed Secondary Education)

 

267. Seychelles Cambridge Overseas Higher School pre-university 13 

  Certificate (COHSC) / General Certificate of 

  Education A Levels 

268.  Cambridge Overseas School Certificate secondary 11 

  (COSC) / General Certificate of Education 

  O Levels 

269.  International General Certificate of Secondary secondary 11 

  Education (IGCSE) (since 2004)

 

270. Sierra Leone West African Examinations Council (WAEC) secondary 12 

  Senior School Certificate 

271.  Cambridge Overseas Higher School Certificate pre-university 13 

  (COHSC) / General Certificate of Education 

  A Levels 

272.  Cambridge Overseas School Certificate secondary 11

   (COSC) / General Certificate of Education 

  O Levels 

273. Singapore Singapore - Cambridge General Certificate secondary 12 to 13 

  of Education A Levels 

274.  Singapore - Cambridge General Certificate of secondary 10 to 11 

  Education O Levels 
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275. Slovakia Vysvedčenie o Maturitnej Skúške (Final secondary 12 to 13

   Maturity Examination Certificate) /      

  Maturitné Vysvedčenie (Maturity Certificate) 

276. Slovenia Maturitetno spričevalo (Maturity Examination secondary 13 

  Certificate)

 

277. Solomon Islands Pacific Senior Secondary Certificate secondary 12

278.  Solomon Islands School Certificate secondary 11

279. Somalia Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama 

  (General Certificate of Secondary Education) secondary 12

280.  Somaliland Secondary School Leaving secondary 12 

  Certificate

 

281. South Africa National Senior Certificate (since 2008) secondary 12

282. Spain Bachiller secondary 12

283. Sri Lanka Sri Lankan General Certificate of Education pre-university 13 

  A Levels 

284.  Sri Lankan General Certificate of Education secondary 11 

  O Levels

 

285. St. Kitts and Nevis Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination pre-university 13 

  (CAPE) 

286.  Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate secondary 11 

  (CSEC) 

287.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

288.  General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

289. St. Lucia Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination pre-university 13 

  (CAPE) 

290.  Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate secondary 11 

  (CSEC) 

291.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13
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292. St. Vincent &  Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination pre-university 13

 the Grenadines (CAPE) 

293.  Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate secondary 11 

  (CSEC) 

294.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

295.  General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

296. Sudan Sudan Secondary School Certificate secondary 11

297. Surinam Voorbereidend Wetenschappelijk Onderwijs pre-university 13 

  (Diploma of University Preparatory Education) 

298.  Hoger Algemeen Voortgezet Onderwijs secondary 12 

  (Diploma of Senior General Secondary 

  Education)

 

299. Swaziland Cambridge Overseas Higher School Certificate pre-university 14 

  (COHSC) / General Certificate of Education 

  A Levels 

300.  Cambridge Overseas School Certificate secondary 12 

  (COSC) / General Certificate of Education 

  O Levels

 

301. Sweden Avgångsbetyg / Slutbetyg från secondary 12 

  Gymnasieskola (Upper Secondary School 

  Leaving Certificate)

 

302. Switzerland  Certificat de Maturité / Baccalauréat (Federal  secondary 12 to 13

 (French-speaking  Maturity Certificate) 

 cantons)    

303.  Certificat de Maturité cantonal reconnu par secondary 12 to 13

  la Confédération (Federally Recognized 

  Cantonal Maturity Certificate) 

304.  Maturité Cantonal (Cantonal Maturity secondary 12 to 13

   Certificate)
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305. Switzerland  Maturitätszeugnis (Federal Maturity secondary 12 to 13 

 (German-speaking  Certificate)

 cantons)   

306.  Eidgenössisch anerkanntes kantonales secondary 12 to 13

   Maturitätszeugnis (Federally Recognized 

  Cantonal Maturity Certificate) 

307.  Kantonale Maturität (Cantonal Maturity secondary 12 to 13 

  Certificate)

308. Switzerland  Attestato di Maturità (Federal Maturity secondary 13

 (Italian-speaking  Certificate)

 cantons)  

309.  Attestato di Maturità cantonale secondary 13 

  riconosciuto dalla Confederazione (Federally 

  Recognized Cantonal Maturity Certificate) secondary 13 

310.  Maturità Cantonale (Cantonal Maturity 

  Certificate)

311. Syria Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama (General secondary 12

   Certificate of Secondary Education) 

312. Taiwan Graduation Certificate (Secondary School) secondary 12

313. Tajikistan Attestat o Srednem Obschchem secondary 11 

  Obrazonvanii (Certificate of Completed 

  Secondary Education)

 

314. Tanzania Advanced Certificate of Secondary pre-university 13 

  Education (ACSE) 

315.  Certificate of Secondary Education (CSE) secondary 11

316.  Cambridge Overseas Higher School pre-university 13 

  Certificate (COHSC) / East African Advanced 

  Certificate of Education (EAACE) 

317.  Cambridge Overseas School Certificate secondary 11 

  (COSC) / East African Certificate of Education 

  (EACE)

 

318. Thailand Matayom 6 (Certificate of Secondary secondary 12 

  Education) 
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319. Timor Leste Diploma de Ensino Secundário secondary 12 

  (Diploma of Secondary Education)

 

320. Togo Diplôme de Bachelier de l’Enseignement secondary 13 

  du Troisième Degré (Diploma of 

  Baccalaureate of “Secondary Education”)

321. Tonga Tonga National Form 7 pre-university 13

322.  Pacific Senior Secondary Certificate secondary 12

323. Trinidad & Tobago Caribbean Advanced Proficiency pre-university 13 

  Examination (CAPE) 

324.  Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate secondary 11 

  (CSEC) 

325.  National Certificate of Secondary Education secondary 11 

  Level 2 (since 2007) 

326.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

327.  General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

328. Tunisia Diplôme du Baccalauréat (Diploma of secondary 13 

  Baccalaureate)

 

329. Turkey Devlet Lise Diploması (State High School secondary 12 (since 2008)

  Diploma)

330. Turkish Republic Lise Bitirme Diplomasi (High School Diploma) secondary 11 

 of Northern 

 Cyprus

 

331. Turkmenistan Attestat (Certificate of Secondary Education) secondary 10 

   

332. Turks & Caicos Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination pre-university 13 

  (CAPE)

333.  Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate secondary 11 

  (CSEC) 

334.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

335.  General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

(reintroduced 
in 2008)
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336. Uganda Uganda Advanced Certificate of Education pre-university 13

337.  Uganda Certificate of Education secondary 11

338. Ukraine Атестат про повну загальну середню secondary 11 
  освіту (Atestat pro povnu zagal’nu   12  

  seredniu osvitu or Certificate of Complete  

  General Secondary Education) 

339. United Arab  Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama (General secondary 12 

 Emirates Certificate of Secondary Education) 

340. United Kingdom Cambridge Pre-University Certificates (to be pre-university 13 

 (see also Scotland first awarded in 2010) 

 & Wales)

341.  Cambridge Pre-University Short Course pre-university 12 

  (since 2009) 

342.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

343.  General Certificate of Education AS Levels pre-university 12

344.  General Certificate of Secondary Education secondary 11 

  (GCSE)

 

345. Uruguay Bachiller  secondary 12

346. Uzbekistan O’rta Ma’lumot To’g’risida Shahodatnoma secondary 12 

  (Certificate of Secondary Education) 

347. Vanuatu New Zealand Entrance and Bursary secondary 13 

  Examinations 

348.  Pacific Senior Secondary Certificate secondary 12

349. Venezuela Bachiller secondary 11

350. Vietnam Bằng Tốt Nghiệp Trung Học Phổ Thông secondary 12 

  (High School Graduation Certificate) (since 

  2003)

(being phased out)

(to be first awarded 
in 2012)

(nationwide since 
2009)
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351. Wales Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma pre-university 13 

 (see also United  (pilot introduced in 2003, system-wide    

 Kingdom) as of 2007)  

352.  Welsh Baccalaureate Intermediate Diploma secondary 11 to 12 

  (pilot introduced in 2003, system-wide as 

  of 2007) 

353.  Welsh Baccalaureate Foundation Diploma secondary 11 

  (pilot introduced in 2003, system-wide as 

  of 2007)

354. Yemen Shehaadat al-thaanawiya al-’aama (General secondary 12 

  Certificate of Secondary Education)

 

355. Zambia Zambia School Certificate secondary 12

356. Zimbabwe Zimbabwe Schools Examinations Council A pre-university 13 

  Levels (since 2002) 

357.  Zimbabwe Schools Examinations Council O secondary 11 

  Levels (since 2002) 

358.  General Certificate of Education A Levels pre-university 13

359.  General Certificate of Education O Levels secondary 11

360.  International General Certificate of Secondary secondary 11 

  Education (IGCSE)

 

361. Other European Baccalaureate secondary 12

362.  International Baccalaureate (IB) secondary 12 to 13

363.  International General Certificate of Secondary secondary 11 (usually) 

  Education (IGCSE) 

Abbreviations

A Levels – Advanced Levels
AS Levels – Advanced Subsidiary Levels or Advanced Supplementary Levels
O Levels – Ordinary Levels 
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Notes:
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Part II: 
Selection of Sample Documents
This section contains images of secondary credentials from the 
following educational systems:

Argentina

Armenia

Australia

Bangladesh

Cameroon

Canada

Caribbean

China

Colombia

El Salvador

Germany

India

Indonesia

International Baccalaureate

Iran

Iraq

Italy

Japan

Kenya

Korea

Lebanon

Mexico

Nigeria

Pakistan

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Russian Federation

Singapore

Taiwan

Thailand

Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom

Vietnam
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Argentina
Bachiller

mailto:institutions%40ierf.org?subject=


30  |  IERF Index of Secondary Credentials Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org

Armenia
Attestat (exterior)

mailto:institutions%40ierf.org?subject=


Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org IERF Index of Secondary Credentials  |  31

Armenia
Attestat (interior)
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Australia (State of Western Australia)

Western Australian Certificate of Education
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Australia (State of Western Australia)

Western Australian Certificate of Education

(first page of results)
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Bangladesh
Higher Secondary Certificate Examination
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Bangladesh
Higher Secondary Certificate Examination (results)
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Cameroon (Francophone System)

Baccalauréat
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Cameroon (Francophone System)

Baccalauréat (Relevé de Notes / results)
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Cameroon (Anglophone system)

O-Levels 
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Canada (Province of Alberta)

High School Diploma
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Canada (Province of Alberta)

Transcript
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Caribbean
Secondary Education Certificate
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China
Senior Secondary Certificate (exterior)
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China
Senior Secondary Certificate (interior)
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China
Senior Secondary Certificate (interior)
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China
Senior Secondary Certificate (interior)
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Colombia
Bachiller

mailto:institutions%40ierf.org?subject=


Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org IERF Index of Secondary Credentials  |  47

El Salvador
Bachiller
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Germany
Zeugnis der allgemeinen Hochschulreife (cover page)
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Germany
Zeugnis der allgemeinen Hochschulreife (first inside page)
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India (State of Maharashtra)

Higher Secondary School Certificate Examination
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India (State of Tamil Nadu)

Higher Secondary Course Certificate
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Indonesia
Surat Tanda Tamat Belajar Sekolah Menengah Umum Tingkat 

Atas (front)
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Indonesia
Surat Tanda Tamat Belajar Sekolah Menengah Umum Tingkat 

Atas (back)
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International Baccalaureate
Diploma

mailto:institutions%40ierf.org?subject=


Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org IERF Index of Secondary Credentials  |  55

International Baccalaureate
Diploma (results)
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Iran
Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education
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Iran
Pre-University Certificate
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Iraq
Secondary School Certificate
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Italy
State Exam Diploma
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Italy
State Exam Diploma (exam results, first of four pages)
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Japan
Certificate of Graduation
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Japan
Achievement Record
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Kenya
Certificate of Secondary Education
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Korea
Certificate of Graduation
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Korea
Transcript
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Lebanon
Certificate of General Secondary Education
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Mexico
Certificado de Terminación de Estudios (Bachillerato)
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Nigeria
West African Senior School Certificate
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Pakistan
Higher Secondary Certificate / Intermediate Certificate
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Pakistan
Statement of Marks
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Peru
Certificado Oficial de Estudios (Educación Secundaria)
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Philippines
High School Diploma
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Poland
Świadectwo Dojrzałości (first of four pages)
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Poland
Świadectwo Dojrzałości (second of four pages)
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Russian Federation
Attestat (exterior)
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Russian Federation
Attestat (interior)
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Russian Federation
Supplement to the Attestat (exterior)
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Russian Federation
Supplement to the Attestat (interior)
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Singapore 
O-Levels
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Singapore 
A-Levels
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Taiwan
Certification of High School Graduation
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Taiwan
Certificate of Record
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Thailand
Diploma
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Turkey
Lise Diploması
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Ukraine
Attestat (exterior)
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Ukraine
Attestat (interior)
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Ukraine
Supplement to the Attestat

mailto:institutions%40ierf.org?subject=


88  |  IERF Index of Secondary Credentials Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org

United Kingdom
O-Levels (exam boards can vary)
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United Kingdom
A-Levels (exam boards can vary)
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United Kingdom
AS-Levels (exam boards can vary)
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Vietnam
Bằng Tốt Nghiệp Trung Học Phổ Thông (exterior)
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Vietnam
Bằng Tốt Nghiệp Trung Học Phổ Thông (interior)
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Vietnam
Học Bạ (cover page of transcript booklet)
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Vietnam
Học Bạ (first page of transcript booklet)
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Part III: 
Os and As and Other Letters of the 
Alphabet: Making Sense of British-
Based Secondary and Pre-University 
Level Qualifications

by Emily Tse and Ujjaini Sahasrabudhe
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I. Ordinary (O), Advanced Subsidiary (AS), 
 and Advanced (A) Levels in the UK

Background

The O and A Level examination certificates are the secondary and pre-university credentials in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The O Levels, or Ordinary Levels, typically represent a total of 
11 years of study and mark the end of the secondary education cycle. Students take examinations 
in their chosen subject areas. For consideration as successful completion, usually a minimum of five 
subject passes are needed.

Students can proceed to the A Levels, a pre-university qualification requiring an additional 
two years of study and leading to a total of 13. The first “half” of an A Level is the AS Level, 
which comes after one year of additional study (instead of two). This can also be a stand alone 
qualification if students choose to stop at this level. For eligibility for university admission, a 
minimum of two A Level subject passes are required.

Snapshot of O and A Levels

Name   Abbreviation  Timeframe

Ordinary Levels  O Levels   11 years of study
Advanced Subsidiary Levels AS Levels    An additional 1 year of study
Advanced Levels  A Levels   An additional 1 year of study

O and A Levels have had many name changes, which can be some cause for confusion. Historically, 
they were referred to as the General Certificate of Education (GCE) O Level and the GCE A Level 
examinations. In the mid 1960s, the Certificate of Secondary Education (CSE) was separately 
introduced as being equivalent to the O Levels. In the mid 1980s, however, the GCE O Levels and 
CSE boards merged to offer the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) instead. The 
GCE A Levels were retained.
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Evolution of O and A Level Terminology

  General Certificate  Certificate of Secondary  General Certificate

  of Education / GCE   Education / CSE (O Levels)  of Secondary

  O Levels       Education / GCSE

   GCE O Levels

  GCE A Levels      GCE A Levels

   GCE A LEvels

(The current nomenclature, then, would be the GCSE and the GCE A Levels. However, for ease of 

reference, we will continue using O and A Level terminology.)

In 1987, Advanced Supplementary Levels (AS Levels) were introduced as “half” an A Level. Around 
2000, they were phased out when the A Levels were revised and split into two parts: the Advanced 
Subsidiary (AS Level) and the A2 (A Level). Successful completion of both components leads to the 
award of the A Levels. (In contrast, the old Advanced Supplementary Levels were not a prerequisite 
to or a required component of the A Levels.)

Examining Boards

Previously, there were over thirty awarding bodies that offered the O and A Levels. The number has 
now reduced to five in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, many due to amalgamations which 
have occurred. They are the following:
 
 • Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA)

 A result of the merger between the Associated Examining Board and the Northern    
 Examinations and Assessment Board in 2000

 • Edexcel

  A result of the merger between the Business and Technology Education Council (BTEC) and   
  London Examinations in 1996

 • Oxford, Cambridge and RSA Examinations (OCR)

  A result of the merger between the University of Cambridge Local Examination Syndicate   
  (UCLES) and the Royal Society of Arts in 1998

 • Welsh Joint Education Committee (WJEC)

 • Northern Ireland Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment (CCEA)

^ ^
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Because the awarding bodies can vary, there may be variations in the actual examination 

questions, as well as the range of subjects being offered (as an example, Latin is only offered by 

OCR as an examination subject). However, the skills and knowledge being assessed are the same, 

as are the standards among the examining boards. Four of the awarding bodies – AQA, CCEA, 
Edexcel, and OCR – are regulated by the Office of Qualifications and Examinations (Ofqual), 
whereas WJEC is regulated separately by the authorities in Wales. Ofqual sets the subject criteria 
and the examining bodies must submit the syllabi and marking scheme for approval. The boards 
are also members of the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ), which ensures consistency and 
regulation.

Schools may choose to use a combination of different examining boards, based on the syllabi and 
subjects they wish to provide for their students.

Cambridge Pre-University Diploma

University of Cambridge International Examinations (sister organization of OCR, under the umbrella 
organization of the Cambridge Assessment Group) has recently developed an alternative to the A 
Levels, known as the Cambridge Pre-University Diploma. This qualification also follows a two-
year program of study. However, the syllabus is designed to be more comprehensive and linear, 
so students take exams at the end of the whole course. The aim of this program is to facilitate a 
smoother transition between school and university-level study. Toward this end, it was developed 
with five required components: 

 • 3 principal subjects

 • an independent research project which supports interdisciplinary enquiry

 • Global Perspectives: a series of seminars that explore current world challenges (within ethics,   
  environment, economics, technology, and politics and culture)

Students can also sit for the one-year Short Courses (usually after the first year) in a number of 
modern languages. The first cohort for the Cambridge Pre-U will be examined in June 2010. The 
short courses were first examined in 2009. 

mailto:institutions%40ierf.org?subject=


100  |  IERF Index of Secondary Credentials Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org

II. International O and A Levels

Background

The O and A Levels can also be found in many countries outside the UK. They are offered in many 

Commonwealth countries, such as in the Caribbean and Anglophone nations in Africa. While 

most of these areas have now developed their own local qualifications, secondary school leavers 
still have opportunities to pursue O and A Levels as an alternative route, particularly if they are 
intending to pursue higher education abroad. O and A Level certificates are not limited to only the 
Commonwealth countries, but can be also be found in international schools around the world. 
Wherever the studies are taken, they are usually assessed and validated by the appropriate UK 
examining bodies. (A local ministry or board, however, may assist with the administration of the 
examinations.)

While these qualifications are referred to as GCSE and GCE A Levels in the UK, the “old” names 
have been retained for some of the international versions. As such, they are still commonly 
referred to as GCE O Levels and GCE A Levels. University of Cambridge International Examinations 
(CIE) offers both GCE O and A Levels internationally. Currently, Edexcel also offers GCE O Levels 
internationally, although they are in the process of phasing these out in favor of the IGCSEs (see 
further below).

CIE now offers several other alternatives to the O and A Levels, with curricula that are less Anglo-
centric and more suited to meet the needs of a diverse, multi-cultural student population (e.g., 
offering more languages as subject options). 

IGCSE 

In the late 1980s, University of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) established the 
International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) as an alternative to the O Levels. 
It is now offered in over 120 countries and usually represents a total of 11 years of study. It should 
be noted that EDEXCEL also offers a version of the IGSCE for countries outside the UK.

HIGCSE

The Higher International General Certificate of Secondary Education (HIGCSE) is specific to the 
region of Southern Africa. The HIGCSE is an 11+1 qualification that is pitched at the same level 
as South Africa’s National Senior Certificate. It was introduced in 1995 in countries with 11-year 
school systems, primarily for students seeking opportunities for higher education in nearby South 
Africa. It is recognized by Higher Education South Africa (HESA) and can be used as an accepted 
entrance requirement for universities in this country. The HIGCSE is now being phased out, as 
countries like Namibia have developed their own qualifications which are awarded after 12 years 
of study. 
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COSC and COHSC

The Cambridge Overseas School Certificate (COSC) and the Cambridge Overseas Higher School 
Certificate (COHSC) were also developed as alternatives to the O and A Levels, respectively. They 
are offered in a number of African nations (e.g., Lesotho and Mauritius) as well as in Macau. 
Several countries that previously offered these examinations now have local examinations that 
were developed in conjunction with the Cambridge Assessment Group.  

ICE and AICE

In the early 1990s, University of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) also developed the 
International Certificate of Education (ICE) and Advanced International Certificate of Education 
(AICE). 

The ICE is a group award, requiring successful performance on a minimum of seven IGCSE subjects 
from the following groups:

 • Group I  –   Languages
 • Group II  –   Humanities and Social Sciences
 • Group III –   Sciences
 • Group IV –   Mathematics
 • Group V  –   Creative, Technical and Vocational

The subjects must, at minimum, be comprised of two languages in Group I and one from each of 
the four remaining groups.

Like the ICE, the Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE) is a group award and 
requires a combination of A / AS Levels in three areas – (1) Mathematics and Science, (2) 
Languages, and (3) Arts and Humanities. In order to earn the AICE, students must earn six credits 
with at least one course coming from each of the three areas. Each A Level is worth 2 credits, 
whereas an AS Level is worth 1 credit. Candidates who are unable to earn the required six credits 
still receive GCE certificates for their A and AS Levels. 

A pilot of the AICE ran in the state of Florida between 1997 and 2000. It is now a graduation 
option for high school students in Florida.
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III. Websites

Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA): www.aqa.org.uk 

Edexcel: www.edexcel.com 

Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ): www.jcq.org.uk 

Northern Ireland Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment (CCEA): 
www.rewardinglearning.org.uk 

Office of Qualifications and Examinations (Ofqual): www.ofqual.gov.uk

Oxford, Cambridge and RSA Examinations (OCR): www.ocr.org.uk 

University of Cambridge International Examinationsc (CIE): www.cie.org.uk 

Welsh Joint Education Committee (WJEC): www.wjec.co.uk 
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About IERF

The International Education Research Foundation (IERF) is a nonprofit, public-benefit agency whose mission 

is to research and disseminate information on world educational systems and to facilitate the integration of 

individuals educated outside of the United States into the U.S. educational environment and work force.  With 

over 40 years of experience and having evaluated approximately 500,000 credentials, IERF serves those seeking 

further education, professional licensure, employment, and visa certification in the United States. 

IERF was founded by Inez Sepmeyer and Ted Sharp, two admissions officers who recognized the need for assis-

tance in the placement of international students and professionals.  In 1969 they founded IERF, which became 

the first private credentials evaluation agency, not only in the US, but also in the world.

Inez Sepmeyer (1911 – 2009)

Inez Sepmeyer initially started out as a high school teacher and counselor; she transitioned to UCLA where she 

worked for 24 years as an admissions officer. She wrote the World Education Series volume on Argentina, one 

of the first in the series. Inez also co-authored the The Educational Systems of Africa, and was the co-editor of 

The Country Index.

Theodore E. Sharp (1919 – 1997)

Ted Sharp worked as the member of the admissions office in charge of foreign student admissions at San 

Fernando Valley State College, which later became California State University, Northridge. Inluenced by his 

studies in chemical engineering, he felt the use of charts with blocks would help to depict clearly the structure 

of educational systems around the world. This led to the production of The Country Index.  Ted also authored 

The Glossary of Foreign Educational Terms.
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