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PREFACE 

The attempt t o write an early history of parochial education in 

the City of Milwaukee has a three-fold pur~ose. The first is to ac

quaint Ca t ho lics with the facts in connection with the development of 

Catholic el ementary education. The second pur pose is to instill a 

spirit of t hanksgiving to God for His blessings on t his work. The 

t hird purpose is to show t he need f or greater eff ort on the part of 

ea ch Ca t holic that t his work may become more perfect. 

This thesis is an effort to bring to remembrance f acts which may 

have been lost f rom si ght concerning t he building of our parochial 

school system i n Milwaukee, Wis consin . I t is well that t hose of us 

who come after should be mindful of the work of t hose who have gone 

before . Thei r sel f -sacrifice ought not to be f orgotten . Encouraged 

by what t hey have done we ought to do more . 

.. 
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" CHAPTER I 

BEGINNING OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION IN MILWAUKEE 

AS IN ACCORD iVITH THE AIMS OF THE M-1ERICAN BISHOPS 

Archbishop Kiley of Milwaukee in speaking of the contributions of Cath-

olics in all walks of life says of them in reference to their schools: 

Their sacrifices and those of their descendants during the past 
century, in order to erect and maintain religious schools, in which 
generation after generation mi ght be taught their duti es to God 
and country, find their vindication in the words of Washington: 
'Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political pr os
perity , religi on and morality ar e indispensable supports ••• 
reason and experi ence both forbid us to expect that national 
morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principles.· l 

1 . Reverend Peter Leo Johnson, D. D., Centennial Essays For The Milwaukee 
Ar chdiocese , 1843-1943 . Mih~aukee, 1943, 2. 

The reasons for instituting, maintaining and perpetuating parochial 

education in Milwaukee , Wisconsin are identical with the reasons in any 

community where there a re sufficient Catholics to make such an undertaking 

possible . That it is necessary for the Church to have schools can hardly 

be auesti oned. There can be little doubt in the mind of the sincere Chris-

tian that the separation of positive reli gious training from the school 

life of the Christian contributes one of the greatest dangers to Christi-

anity itself. Remove the teachings of religion from the school curriculum, 

and you may be sure that religion will be regarded as an elective study, 

and soon CeB,se to be an element in the educational life. The Christian 

has nothing so precious as his religious faith, and he needs to have it 

developed and thoroughly understOOd side by side with his progress in hu-

man knowledge. His final desti ny is his most important study, and the aim 
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and purposes in life offer t he most vital of all questions. The parochial 

" school for the Catholic meets the responsibili t y of parent and chi ld, and 

enters the field of education with a divine commission as a teacher of 

li fe according to the doctrines of Christ. Bishop Spalding, speaking in 

1901 , well expressed the i mportance whi ch the Church attaches to this atti-

tude when he said : "The greatest religious fact i n the Uni ted States is the 

Catholi c School Syst em maintained \rlthout any aid except from the people 

, ... ho love i t. 11 2 

2. Reverend J. A. Burns , C. S. C., The Catholic School System in the United 
States; its Principles, Or i gin , and Establishment , New York, 1908, 13. 

For over one hundred years t he Catholic Church has provi ded schools of 

its O\ffi for t he children of the City of Mi lwaukee . Arriving in Milw"aukee in 

1845 Bi shop Henni found a school i n t he basement of St. Peter's Church . It 

wasn ' t a l ar ge school, nor was it \1ell equipped, but i t was the beginning. 

I t was the f oundation whereon rests t he s t ructure of parochial education in 

Mi1i~aukee t o-day . This system of schools did no t spring easily into exis-

tence, but it i s the result of continuous hard work. The Church has never 

allowed r eli gious principles to be di scovered by chance . I t is not unique, 

ther efore , t hat as soon as it was possi ble parochial schools tr.rere established 

and maint ained i n Milwaukee. The first Catholic schools , one f or boys and 

one f or girls, were founded by t he Reverend l-rartin Kundi g i n 1842 and were 

taught by lay teachers . I n 1842 Mih~aukee was no t a city; t here was no 

bishop; and yet the r e were schools . Even before this , t he Hierarchy of the 

United States had come to see that definite standards had to be set for 

Ca t holic Education. The Ca t holic Church has always had a defini te stand on 

education. The Church maintains that real educati on includes t he education 
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of the heart and the will. The soul must not be. neglected. but t he ... thole 

" man must be educated. The parochial school seems best suited to this pur-

pose. In the parochial school. r eli gion permeates t he entire education of the 

children , so that religion has a bearing on whatever the pupil is taught and 

whatever he is told to do . 

The councils of the Church whe t her t hey be general or provincial are 

always i ndicative of the mind of the Church and they guide. instruct and 

correct in any given field of apostolic endeavor. 

In t he United States the first assemb l y of the members of the hier-

archy, known as the First Provincial Council of Baltimore was held in 1829. 3 

Several of the decrees adopted related to education and in later years were 

the basis upon whi ch schools were founded in Milwaukee. In reeard to the 

3 . Burns. The Catholic School System in the United States. 248. 

establishment of Catholic schools the decision arr ived at was clear and im-

perative . The Canon declared : "We judge it absolutely necessary that schools 

should be established in which the young may be t aught the principles of faith 

and morality while being instructed in letters.,,4 The Council also considered 

4. Peter Guilday , A History of the Councils of Baltimore, 1791-1884, 
New York. 1932, 94-95. 

the use of a standard text and the use of non-Catholi c texts after revision. 

The secQnd Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1866 repeated t he empha sis 

pl aced on the neces sity of religious education, and ,.,arned parents t hat if they 

neglect this they and their children will be bitterly disappointed in the 

future and the results for society will be disastrous . It also warned parents 
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to avoid an education for their children outside their means , and counselled 
.. 

them to choose an eililcation, within their means , which mi ght fit their child-

ren for the duties of the state of life in which they are likely to be engaged. 

Children should be accustomed from childhood to habits of character building 

such as obedience , industry and thrift , and they should be impressed with the 

fact that happi ness and success depend on the fidelity with which they dis

charge their duties in later life. 5 

5. Acta Et . Deereta Concilii Plenarii Baltimorensis II, 1866, Baltimore, 
1866" 42-LrJ. 

The clergy and laity were also admonished to establish "protectories" 

and industrial schools for the proper training of youth so that there might 

be fewer Idle and vicious boys and girls among our Catholic youth. 6 

6. Ibid., 43-44. 

The Council advised that parochial schools be built and recommended religious 

instructions on Sundays and fest ivals for Catholic pupils who had to attend 

public schools. Religious communities were to teach t he children. 7 

7. Burns, The Gro\.th and Development of tre Catholic School, 188. 

While nothing is di rectly stated about school buildings in these decrees , 

that matter had already been treated in The Fi rst Plenary Council which met in 

1852. Its thirteenth decree exhorted the bishops per viscera misericordiae Dei 

to begin schools whenever possible in their dioceses, since Catholic boys and 

girls were in danger in educationa.l institutions which were not directed by 

religi ous motives. Competent teachers were to be provided out of the Church 
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ftmds if necessary . 8 

" 

8. Gui 1 day , 179-180. 

All this goes to show that American bishops were a l ert to their respon-

sibility as the young American republic expanded its growing frontiers , but 

that t here were diff iculties i n putting these recommendations into pract i ce is 

suggested from t he f act that , in 1875 , Propaganda , which is the office in Rome 

that had jurisdiction over the mission l ands , i ncluding America instructed the 

bishops of the uni t ed states that Catholic schools must be established and t hat 

Catholi c parents must send t heir childr en to Ca t holic schools except f or good 

r easons . 9 

9. I bi d., 189-190. 

Some years pas s ed before t he combi ned bishops of America had the oppor-

. t uni ty t o express their complete accord irlth Propaganda 1s decree , hOi'iever , the 

Third Plenary Council of :Baltimore ,.,as called in 1884. The result was tha t 

several decrees on Education came out of the meeting. They are : 

1. Near each Church , where it does not exist, a pa. rochial school 
is to be erected within two years f r om t he promilgation of t hi s 
Council, and is to be maintained in perpetuum, unless t he bishop, 
on a ccount of grave difficulties , judge that a postponement be 
alloi'led. 

2. A priest who, by hi s grave negligence prevents t he erection of a 
school irlthin t his time , or its maint enance , or who after repeated 
admonitions of the bishop, does not attend to t he matter , deserves 
removal from t ha t Church. 

J . A mi s sion or a parish ",hich so neglects to ass ist a priest in 
erecting or maintaining a school, t hat by reason of t his supi ne 
negli gence t he s chool is rendered impossible should be repre
hended by the bishop and, by t he most efficaci ous and prudent 
means possible , induced to contribute t he necessary support . 
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4. All Catholic parents are bound to send their childr en t o the 
~arochial schools, unless they may sufficiently and evidently 
provide for t he Chri stian education of their children , or 
unless it be lawful to send t hem to other schools on account 
of a sufficient cause , approved by the bishop , and with oppor 
tune cautions and r emedies . As to what is a Ca t holic school, 
it i s left to t he jUd.gemen t of the ordinary to define . 10 

10. Burns, The Growth and Development of the Catholic .Church, 195. 

.. 

The Council of 1884 "surpasses all preceding Councils on American soil 

in the number, importance and cogency of its regul ation on the subject of 

education," and t he general law was now established which demanded t hat t he 

clergy and l aity, whenever it ,.,as possible , establish their O\ffi parish schools~l 

11. Guilday , 237 . 

Thus the Councils in t he United States set t he mar k and guided t he 

bi shops and t he pastors in t he course they were to take in r egard t o Chris-

tian education of Ca t holic youths. The incentive provided by this legisla-

tion made difficulties more easily overcome. Wherever pos s ible cooperation 

.. ,as given and t he noble work of Christian education went on wi t h ne,~ vigor 

and vi tali ty.12 

12. Burns , The Growt h and Develoument of the Catholic Church, 196 . 

Between the t"10 Councils of 1866 and 1884 the public school system had 

made great progress in t he United states, but step by step with that p~ogress 

went an increasing abandonment of religious teaching and influence. Because 

of t his danger the matter was taken to Propaganda. On November 24, 1875 t he 

Sacred Congregat i on issued the Instruct i on in which the general principal was 
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.' 
enuncia.ted that both the divine and natural l aw forbade t he presence of 

Catholic children in schools i n which thei r faith was in jeopardy. The 

cons equence of t his letter was t hat parochial schools began to spring up in 

all parts of the United States . 13 

13. Guilday, 238. 

Though Catholic education in Milwaukee began in 1842, t he coming of t hree 

Sisters of Charity in 1846 brought the establishment of t he beachhead by which 

an army was to pass to t he goal of Cat holic culture. The teaching sis t erhoods 

have made it . possible to develop schools wi thout t hem t he bishops might 

have cried in the wilderness. From 1846 through 1949 t he parochial system 

i n Milwaukee has grown from three religious who taught to 761 who a.re teaching, 

and from approximately 55 pupi l s to 27,394. 

Education is the tra.ining of t he whole person. Education makes a man . 

It is the mol d in which his character i s cast. Education trains his mind 

to gras~ the truth ; trains t he faculties of the will to cling to the true 

and the good ; and teaches him to train his body, to keep it as a help to a 

sound mind. Parochial schools in Milwaukee are devoted to the purpose of 

training the whole man. 

The purpose of t his t hesis, t hen , i s to trace t he histo ry of the fact 

of t he parochial scho ols in t he City of Milwaukee; t o show t he various 

factors which contributed to a school system worthy of God with its t rust 

to teach the truth. The sys tem ",ill be traced from its incipience t hrough 

its development to its present high standard, '"hich makes it a sys tem which 

can rank ''I'i t h any 0 ther. 

Fist shall be shown a picture of educat ion in Milwaukee duri ng t he 
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1840 ' s . Secondly shall be shown the pl a ce St . Beter ' s school occupied 

" in Catholic Education. The third part shall deal with the orders in t he 

seccession of t heir arrival in Milwaukee; t he reason for coming; the objec

tives set; t he diffi culti es faced, and how they wer e solved ; t he backing 

received; the main personalities; specific a ccomplishments; the atti tude 

of non-Catholics . A Chapter will be devoted to teacher preparation, and 

curriculum construction and development . 
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CHAPTER II 

THE OPERATION OF THE FIRST CATHOLIC SCHOOL IN MILWAUKEE 

Though the Reverend !l1art in Kundi g is the father of parochial school 

educati on i n the city of t-!ilwaukee , his first concern i n education was 

directed to the formation of Sunday schools for instruction in the cat-

echism •• By 1845 t here .,ere Sunday schools operating i n almost every 

Catholi c Church . These s chools '·Tere held regularly and according to t he 

Catholic Almanac of 1846-1848 t hey were well attended. l 

1. Johnson , Centennial Essays For The Milwaukee Archdiocese , 1 843-1.2!D. , 
127. 

" 

On August 10, 1842 Father Kundig opened a school for girls. I t s tood 

on t he east side of Jefferson Street j us t north of Martin Street (E. State 

Street ). The teachers, f r iends of Father Kundig, were Misses Murray and 

Ca t herine Shea . 2 In t he fall of the same year he set up a school for boys 

2. Reverend Peter Leo Johnson , D. D. Stuffed Saddlebags , The Life of 
Martin Kundi g. Priest 1805-1879. Mi lwaukee, 1942. 179. 

in the basement of St . Peter I s Church. Mr. Jo seph t~urray, taught twenty-

five boys i n one r oom of the basement. In another room a man named Engle-

hardt taught German pupils t heir lessons.3 

3 . Ibid., 179- 189. 

The school s wer e held i n hi gh esteem f rom the beginning receiving 

liberal popular support . After two years of succes sful operation as day 

schools, it became pos sible to add accommodations for boarding pupi ls. 
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At this period the "public ll schools were run by teachers who charged , 
" 

so much per pupil , or who had the backing of some city ward which rented 

a building and pai d t he tea cher f r om a tax levied i n t he ward. Poor dis-

tricts had no school s a t all under thi s set-up. They had to \~ai t until 

the t i me came \~hen a general school tax was avai l able . The only chance 

f or poor children to become educated was to be admitted into a free school, 

that is , a s chool kep t by a private or a parish group. 4 This may account 

f or t he success of Father Kundi gs ' school s . 

4. Ibi d., 180. 

After Bishop Henni came to Mihlaukee in 1845 an addi t ion was added to 

St . Peter ~ s Church and to the basement. The gi rl s ' s chool was held in 

St . Peter's Academy. The school was in charge of Fat her Kundi g as pastor 

and Mr . Murray a s principal . Miss Mur ray continued to t each the girls and 

Mi ss Ann Reynolds succeeded t-fiss Shea • .5 

5 . Ibid. 

An advertisement of t he school at t hat time ran as f ollows : 

This institution under t he auspices of Rev . M. Kundi g has me t 
since t he commencement with a very libe ral support from t he 
public, and has i n conse~uence , been considerably i mproved 
and enlarged for t he accommoda ti on of boa r ders and day scholars. 
The number of teachers in both branches has also been i n
cf'eased t o suit the ,,,ants of the pupils . The course of in
struction in the male br anch embraces both the mercant ile and 
classical education, but so conducted t hat t he student can apply 
himself to either or both of thes e, according to t he desire of 
his parents. 6 
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6. Sa1esianum , (St . Francis Seminary , St . Fr ancis , Wi s consin ), (October , 
1918 ) , XIV, 12. 

According to t he same notice, girl s were taught t he usual subjects of 

grammar , ari thmeti ~ , geography , and so On. Bes ides they ''1ere t u tored in 

plain sewing , marking, ornamental needlework, embroidery of every descrip-

tion , bead and crape work , flower painting, etc . Boar ders were advised 

t hat bedding, towels , combs , brushes , soap , s t ationary , and other things 

of that nature we re to be furnished by t he parents.? 

7. Ibid. 

When ,t he educational situation i n Mi h lau.kee , a t t he t ime Martin 

Kundi g founded his first two schools , is grasped it is easier to realize 

how notable his provision of s chools ,.,as. Like other f rontier towns 

Mi lwaukee was slow to organize a public school system. Added to other 

frontier problems Milwaukee had a great i nflux of i mmigrants . Problems 

of language and r eligi on of the newcomers to gether with t he natives ' 

attitude toward these , retarded the development of a satisfactory school 

sys tem. 

In July 1844 the Milwaukee Sentinel compl ained that t here was no 

district school within t he corporate limits of Milwaukee . Until 1849 , 

when the firs t public school bui1dings'were put up (and these were no t 

adequate ) rooms or buildings had been rent ed. Yet i n the first report 

available for diocesan schools , in t he year 1847 we read: " •• Cath

olic day schools are attached to almost every Church . 1I8 
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8, Catholic Almanac , 1848 ci ted in J ohnson, Centennial Essays For The 
Milwaukee Archdiocese, 128 . 

It can be seen t hat the success of parochial education ~~s far more 

rapid t han public education. As a matt er of fact t here were no adequat e 

public school houses in Mih,aukee until 1854. Prior to this pupils rang-

ing in age from five to twenty years were taught i n the same cramped 

quarters . 9 

9. J ohnson, Stuffed Sadd lebags , 179· 

The first teachers \'lere men of the community who had acqui red some 
'. 

education . . They took time off from their regular jobs to teach the rud-

iments of an education. Before 1846 t here were few professional t eachers . 

,i 

A principal draw'back in the early Nilwaukee school system ,,~s its l ack 

of an executive superintendent . The Milwaukee School law of 1846 empowered 

the School board wi t h ful l executive po",ers , but failed t o provi de for the 

exercise of t his office unt il 18?2 when the office of Superintendent was 

creat ed. lO 

10, C. E. Patzer , Public Education In Wis consin , Madison , 1924, 46 . 

As a result of t he school law of 1846 t he first ,.,ard public school 

in Milwaukee was opened by June 1846 i n t he basement of st . Peter's . 

The school was set up with t he cooperation of Bishop Henni and the school 

board. No religious instruction wa's given during school house , but t he 

pastor taught catechism after achool . This arrangement l asted only two 

years . ll 
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.. 
11. Johns on , Stuffed Saddlebags , 243 . 

English was the only medium of instruction permit ted. School commit

tees had full control over schools , even those composed of Ca t holics . 12 

12 . Patzer, 433. 

I t was seen that a school combined with a church was best . St . Peter 1s 

returned to being a parochi al school. 

But there were financial difficulties involved in maintaining ~aro

chial schools after 1846. Catholics were obliged by 1 a", to support public 

schools . For them to mai nt ain schools of their OlA'll bes;i.des was a grea t 

burden to 'many who were poor.13 

13. Johns on, Stuffed Saddlebags, 242 

Thes e i n general were t he first struggles for a parochial system of 

education. What Father Kundi g had begun, Bi shop Henni continued with 

great vigor as we shall see in chapter four . 
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CHAPTER III .. 
EDUCATION I N Cmn..'ECTION WITH MAILWAUKE-E CATHE11.~ 

When the Rt. Rev. John M. Henni arrived in Milwaukee in 1844 little 

St. Peter ' s Church was hi s Cathedral. Soon after hi s arrival he enlar ged 

the church and built a basement underneath. However, it was his ambition 

to build a Cathedral for his new diocese . He began such an edifice in. 1848 

and it was completed and dedicated to St . John in 1850. 1 

1. J ames S. Buck, Pioneer History of Milwaukee, Milwaukee , 1881, II . 
383 . 

From the beginning the site of these churches was approximately that 

of the present St. John's Cathedral. Both the old St . Peter ' s and the new 

St . John's the attention was given to the education of children. The boys ' 

and girls ' schools were separate . Both were taught by lay teachers; the 

girls by women and the boys by men. In 1846 the Sisters of Charity came to 

have charge of the girls I room. 2 

2. Reverend, David J. O'Hearn, Fifty Years at St . John ' s Cathedral , 
l847-1897 ! Mihlaukee ! 1923 , 192. 

A history of t he acti vi ties of t hese nuns in 1-1ilwaukee says: 

On August 31 , 1846 , when the Sisters of Charity took over t he 
gi rls' room in the basement of St . Peter ' s Church, they began 
their teaching career and inaugurated the Catholic parochial 
school system in: the Milwaukee diocese . From t hen on into 
1905 t hey conducted the schools for girls in t he cathedral 
parish. Though the regulations of the Sisterhood prohibited 
teaching boys , by special request and exception they taught 
t he two lowest grades for boys from t he fall of 1877 to 1895. 
Between 1842 and 1895 .,hen the Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa 
assumed charge of the boys ' school , the boys had been taught 
by lay folks or by Holy Cross Brothers of Notre Dame , I ndiana . ) 
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." 
3. Reverend , Peter Leo J ohnson , D. D .• Daught er s of Charity in Milwaukee, 

1846-1946 . Mi lwaukee , 1946, 16. 

Laymen taught the boys for t he first few years of the school l s exis-

tence , t hen the Brothers of t he Holy Cros s took charge . They remained 

until 1858 when circumst ances forced them to withdraw. Father Kundig l s 

sister Mis s Frances Kundig followed them for a time until 1874 ",hen t he 

Brothers returned. They t hen remained until the arrival of the Dominican 

Sisters in 1895 . 4 

4. 0 1 Hearn , 169 

I n connection with the girls l school . because there were pupils whose 

parents payed tui tion , and those \1hose parent s could not afford to do so , 

there existed the girls I free school and a select school . Actually they 

w.ere both Cathedral schools, but the difference came only in the payment, 

or non- payment of fees . 5 Even t hi s dis tinction was ended many years ago. 

5. Ibid. , 192. 

I n September , 1884, both the Girls I and Boys l departments 
were opened as free schools , and from that time to the 
present no child belongigg to the parish has been required 
to pay any tuition fees . 

6. Ibid., 201. 

With the arrival of the Sisters of Chari t y in 1846 a full curric-

ulum was taught t he girls . 

Besides taking the usual round of subject s like catechi sm, 
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grammar , reading, writi ng and arithmetic , some girls were 
tutored in pl ain sewing, ornament al needlework, embroidery , 
bead work, flower painting, music and so on. 7 

7. Ibid., 192. 

The description of the school of t hat time would not hold much appeal 

for t he modern school child. The desks were box- like affai rs made of 

common boards. The smal l children di d not have desks , becaus e they were 

not expect ed to \vri t e o They sat on benches along the wal l. Dur i ng col d 

weat her t he r oom was heated by a wood s tove . The pupils carried t he wood 

into t he room from a shed ou tside. The t eache r and the pupil s were thei r 

own janitors . 8 

8. I bid., 172-173 

,,: 

I n 1905 St . Johnls became a coeducational school . This move saved t he 

Cathedral congregation $1500 a year which at that time was considered very 

substantial . Heretofo re public opinion had mi litated against coeduca tion , 

bu t pressure in f avor of it had become very strong. This was another i n-

stance in whi ch t he Cathedral school paved the way which others would f ollow 

in t he trend of the times . It is interes ting to note t hat , IIby the a ction 

1884 the Cathedral School became t he f irs t Catholic f ree school i n t he North-

\1est , II and now leadership was assumed i n coeducat ion . 9 

9. Ibid., 201. 

For the first twenty years Protestant as well as Ca tholic children a ttend-

ed the s chool. But as Nih !aukee developed i ts own publ i c s chool system the 
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non-Catholics ",ho continued to attend were fe\oJ . IO 
.. 

10. Ibid. 198. 

I t has been mentioned that St . John ' s became a free school in 1884. 

However , the Cathedral School Society was founded in 1873 by an assistant 

pastor of the Cathedral. Its object is li to support and maintain a free 

school for all children of the Cathedral pa rish, and to promote and encourage 

Catholic education for all Catholic children. 1I On December 7, 1883 Pope 

Leo XIII approved and blessed the society by a special brief , and on Sunday, 

May 11, 1884 it was cannonically established. Besides caring for the tui

tion , the society furnished poor children with free school books . ll 

11 . llli. 184. 

To present the reader with a better underste.nding of the progres s made 

in the early days of the Cathedral school I should like to quote from a 

sermon given by Fa ther Keogh at the various Masses on Sunday , Sept . 19, 1897 : 

'I have important announcements to make to- day which I kn01.,r will 
deeply interest you all . In t he first place , it gives me great 
pleasure t o tell you that all our school buildings , including 
the Boys ' School , the Girls ' Grammar School, and t he Girls ' 
High School, are now in excellent condi t ion , as the buildings 
and furnishings are quite new and fully up-to-date . The Boys' 
School has undergone a thorough renovating, and consequently 
its interior is bright , cheerful. and well ventilated. New 
maple floors, ne ... , desks of the latest pattern, painting, 
calsomining, and sanitary plumbing, have made it practically 
a ne\,r building. The large ~nd well li ghted school rooms , with 
the bri ght, happy faces of the pupils, gladden t he heart of the 
visi tor •• 

The Classes are well graded and the course of studies , including 
music and drawing is equal to t he best in the city. Our course 
of stUdies is printed i n book form and anyone interest ed in 
school work may have a copy for t he mere asking. Our pupils 
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of the Eighth grade pass into the Hi gh School f i nd no di fficulty 
in passing the r equi r ed exami nations f or the Sta te Normal 
School. The h l0 ",ho appl ied l a st yea r and t he five ",ho appli ed 
thi s year , passed "Ii t h high averages , and a r e ",ell qualified 
t o compete wi th t he bes t pupils f r om a ny hi gh s chool i n the 
state • • 12 

12. Ibid. 185. 

Childr en i n t he early days wer e much as they are to day and many a 

.' 

prank perpetrated i n the school must have taxed the pat ience of t he teache r , 

and many an idle and l a zy pupil must have p rovoked t he ambi tious and zealous 

t ea cher. These t hings in grea t part are left unwritten i n his t ories of 

education, but as one r eads he ought , if he has any i magi nat ion a t all , 

to read between t he l ines , for t he humorous part of s chool li f e is usually 

handed down f rom f a t her t o son by word of mout h , and l ittle of i t is 

written. I n r eading the history of St. J ohn ' s Ca t hedral of Milwaukee , it is 

recorded t hat t he boys were wont at t imes i n t he school to jump out t he 

window on t he eas t side where t here was an i mbankment. The tempt a t i on of 

wild berries , and ripe nuts and t he prospect of hunting squi rrels was too 

much fo r some of t he boys; so t hey skipped school and i n due t ime received 

a puni shment . 
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CBAPl'BR IV 
" 

TBACHING ORDERS COMB TO MILWAUKIE 

Tbe pioneer work in any field is difficult and tbere are many 

obstacles to overcome. To make a home in a strange land, to cultivate the 

soil and wrest a livelibood from it is not easy. Tbis the pioneers in our 

country accomplished. In parochial school beginnings there were discourag-

ing situations wbicb were met witb faith, trust in God and persevering 

effort. Scbools built in earlier ttaes lacked some of the necessities and 

all of the luxuries pertaining to schools of today. Soaettaes it was 

necessary to conduct scbools in the Church sacristy. 1 However, owing to the 

1. Harry B. Fleming, Tbe Catbolic Church in Wisconsin, Milwaukee 
1898 ; 574. 

sacrifices of parents , children, pastors and teacbers there was planted tbe 

seed wbich was developed into tbe fine Catbolic educational system of today . 

Wben Bishop Benni was appointed the first bisbop of the new see of 

Milwaukee in 1843 he gave to tbe Catholic school move.ent the same place of 

fundamental taportance in his plans wbich it had occupied wbile he was pastor 

2 
of Holy Trinity in Cincinnati. Tbere were three ele.ents wbich entered 

2. Burns, Tbe Catbolic Scbool System in the United States , 335. 

into bis plan. First, tbe students were on hand because of tbe extensive 

Catholic popula.t1on tbat 1aaigra.t1on fro. Europe bad brought to bis diocese . 

Second, there were three societies iq Burope especially active in giving 

financial aid to Catbolic enterprises in the United States. Tbey were tbe 

Propagation of Faitb of Lyons, founded 1822. the Leopoldine SoCiety and tbe 

., 
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Ludwigs Mission Verein. Bishop Henni was known to 811 of these; and their" 

existence was encouraging for he could count on so.e fund. fro. the. to 

fUlfill his plans. 3 The third element was the existence of the religious 

3. Ibid., 250-251 

orders of women consecrated to the purpose of teaching children, while in the 

beginning the bishop followed the usual procedure of getting the most educated 

layaan in the settlement to teach his children. The teaching orders were his 

hope for continuing and expanding the parochial school system. 4 

4. ~., 39 

Fro. an educational standpoint, the Catholic teaching co .. unity or 

order is simply a peraanent organization of instructors, living a co .. on 

life under conditions approved by the Church, and devoting their talents to 

the up-bringing of children. The importance of the nuns in this regard can

not be easily estimated. Ko atte.pt to write a history of Catholic education 

in any part of the United States could ignore the religious communities of 

women who worked so heroically in the pioneer days and who are generally 

responsible for the great development and advancement in Catholic education. 

Therefore, at this time a short sketch of the earliest groups who have taught 

in Milwaukee is in order. 

I. Sisters of Charity 

In 1845, Bishop Henni asked the Sisters of Charity of Kaaitburg, 

Maryland, to take charge of his Cathedral School. However, it was soaewhat 

over a year before the sisters could actually co.e to Milwaukee. When the 
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news reached the Bishop of their coming he joyfully sent Father Kundig 

to Emmitsburg to conduct them to Milwaukee. On July 15th. 1846. three 

sisters started their journey with Father Kundig as their guide.. They 

travelled by stage-coach from Emmitsburg to Baltt.ore and fro. there by 

railroad to Buffalo. Here they embarked upon a steamboat and after five 

long weeks reached their final destination on August the 20th. 1846. 5 

5 . "Chips for a Kundig BlOCk". The Salesianua, Vol. XV, No.1, October, 
1919. 

i 

They were the first Sisters to teach in Milwaukee. The rule of their 

order actually called for administering to the sick and the homeless, and 

so a few years later when St. Mary's Hospital was opened they gave up the 

school to devote their full tiae to hospital work. The only school -in 

which these Sisters teach today is that at St. Charles Boys' Home. 

II Sisters of Notre Dame 

The call to America came early in the history of the Notre Dame 

Sisters. About 1842, Bishop Rosati of St. Louis visited their Motherhouse 

in Munich, Bavaria. He described the sacrifices of the missionaries in 

America and the extensive field for missionary work. This call was augmented 

by the fact that during the years 1845 to 1855 the flood of German emigrants 

to Amer,ica was at its peak. The care of these Geman parents and Children 

was a real problem for the Church. The answer was found in this Congregation 

of Sisters when the Redemptorist Fathers. who had charge of a German colony 

at St. Mary's, Pennsylvania, applied ~o them for Sisters to teach in their 

school. Archbishop Reisach and. King. Louis suggested ·that Mother The.resa 

accept the mission and the king even promised to use part of the Louis 
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Mission Fund to defray the travelling expenses and the cost of erecting 

a suitable place to live. 6 This was one of the Societies that Bishop 

6. Sister Mary Dympna, S.S.N.D., Mother Caroline and the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame, St. Louis , 1928, I: 20-25. 

Henni counted on for help. 

.i 

On June 18, 1847, the pioneer band of Sisters left Munich for Aaerica. 

The band consisted of five professed Sisters, including Mother Theresa. 

They arrived in New York on July 31, 1847" and at their destination at St. 

Mary's in the following August. Conditions in this colony were far from 

what they had been represented to be, and the Sisters decided that St. Mary's 

wa s not the ', place for a Motherhouse. The work was undertaken, however, and 

soon the hearts of the people were won over by the kindness and example of 

the Sisters. In their first school, there were 78 children, but only half 

of them could pay the tuition of 12~ a month ~or each child. It was only 

a very short time before Bishop O'Coanor of Baltiaore requested these 

Sisters to take charge of another school in that city. Here they founded 

a Motherhouse. It wasn't too long after this that they branched out to 

Detroit. At this same time political trouble in Ger.any which forced the 

abdication of the King compelled Mother Theresa to return to Germany. 

Mother Caroline succee4ed her in this country as superintendent of schools. 

However, the life of the Sisters was not to go on too smoothly in America. 

From colonial times, anti-Catholic agitation has broken out 
periodically and symptoms are identical down to the present 
day. It is a sort of an intermittent fever which has its 
deep-seated principle in the hereditary hatred of CatholiCS, 
transmitted from generation to generation, and circulated by 
the incendiary writings of the first reformers. 7 

7. ~., 38. 
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Such an agitation broke out i n America from 1834 t o 1844. In Philadelphia 

it even r esulted i n a civil war. During these trying da ys the. Sister s 

lived in constant f e ar of insurgents. 8 

8. Ibid. 

When these religious troubles had passed, the Order grew rapidly. 

In 1848 six new schools were established and .ore new recruits were re-

ceived from Europe. Soon every Aaerican Bishop had applied for the Sisters 

of Notre Dame to take charge of their schools. It was about this time that 

the thought of moving to Milwaukee came into existance. But before we go 

into that let us first consider the modified legislation that Mother Caro-

line was confronted with due to the new conditions that the times presented. 

According to their constitution, their work in Aaerica was outlined as 

follows: 

'These Sisters of Notre D .. e are to open parochial day and 
boarding schools, orphanages, and day nurseries in villages, 
towns, and cities, wherever Divine Providence calls them. 
They are to give their attention to places aost in need of 
Catholic schoolsj and wherever the Sisters establish the.
selves, the poorer girls will be the special object of their 
interest. Girls are entrusted by parents and guardians to 
the Sisters' care who, in turn, are to educate the children 
fro. their infancy to their maidenhoodj or if the religious 
have the .. ans, they are to receive or to provide for the 
poor and destitute girlsj to all, they are to give religious, 
aoral, and social training in the spirit of the Roaan Cath
olic Church and in accordance with ber principles, instruct
ing thea above all in their holy religion, and in handiwork 
consistent with local circumstances, their social positions, 
and future calling. ,9 

9. ~. , 55. 
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It is well for the reader to note here that more space has been .i 

alloted to this Order than any of the others. This choice was .ade in 

view of the fact that they were one of the first Orders in Milwaukee. 

Nineteen Religious Orders now have elementary schools in Milwaukee. All 

of them are deserving of more attention. For example, the last quotation 

shows the high ideals of all the Sisters of the different convents in 

Milwaukee. 

The new outline of their work in Aaerica came about at the sa.e ttae 

as their invitation by Bishop Henni to Milwaukee in 1850, and consequently 

the building of a new Mother Bouse. Mother Caroline first took her Sisters 

from Baltimore to Detroit. After leaving Detroit they proceeded to Mil

waukee by ~tage. At night, between Chicago and Milwaukee the stage broke 

down and the passengers were thrown into the snow. After a journey of 

two days and three nights by sleigh they reached Milwaukee OD December IS, 

1850. Immediately they betook themselves to the little brick house bought 

for them by Bishop Henni with the money that was given to him by King 

Louis of Bavaria who was the prime mover of the Ludwig Mission Verein 

that helped the United States. This house was situated at the corner of 

Milwaukee and Knapp Streets. On January 2, 1851, they opened the first 

parochial school at St. Mary's Church. Such was the beginning of the 

glorious pioneer work of the Notre Dame Sister in education throughout 

the Middle West. It wasn't too long before this comaunity grew so fast 

that it was divided up into provinces, namely the Eastern, Southern, 

Northwestern, and Western Provincialates. The principal motherhouse in 

America being in Milwaukee. 10 
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10. Dehey, 399. .. 

Mother Caro l ine passed the f irst years amid privations and bardsbips, 

but her faitb, zea l and devotion neve r wavered. She bed the bappiness of 

seeing her work crowned witb a success tbat surpassed ber .ost ardent expec-

tations. She traveled over all kinds of roads and in all kinds of weather, 

usinl every available .. ans of transportation on lonl Journeys to establisb 

ne. aissions or to visit tbose already establisbed. Forletful of herself 

she laplanted her own spirit of piety and illduatry into the hearts of her 

sisters. ll 

11. ''rhe Teaching Orders snd Tbeir Founders", The Catholic School Journal, 
1901, 1:294. 

In 1853 , Roae felt tbat tbe Congregation in ABerica sbould have a 

Mother General .bo sbould bave full author1 ty over the houses of tbe Order 

in America. Up to 1857 the constitution of St. Peter Fourier was ob-

served in sl l its essential points. But the poor bealtb of many Sisters 

prompted so88 relaxation in various respects. Tbus, in 1859 a new consti-

tution .as aade and approved by Roae, sccording to wbicb tbe Little Of fice 

of the Blessed Virgin .as substituted for the Divine Office. The Sisters 

.ere no longer to rise at aidnigbt to pray, snd later were allowed to rise 

at a quarter to five instead of at four o'clock. By tbis. t1ae tbe Sisters 

bad aade their .. rk in tbis country. B1ahop Benni said of thea tbet 

They a~ a great power in tbis country .here strenuous efforts 
are being .. de to draw a.ay our youtb from Motber Churcb, espe
cially cbildren and orpbans • • • The lood whicb bes been 
accomplisbed by tb .. in bebalf of neglected youtb in .any cities 
and in .. ny states, .. rits universal recognition. 12 
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12 . Dympna, 146 
" 

I n 1860 , the Sisters of Notre Dame took over St. Joseph's School in 

Milwaukee. In 1861 the last section was added to St. Mary's Institute, 

the present Notre Dame Convent in Milwaukee, which then housed over 150 

boarders and about 400 day students. In 1865, the constitution received 

its final approbation from the Holy Father, Pope Pius IX. This is rather 

important because it ended all discussion as to whether the Motherhouses 

in various parts o f the United States were to be independent houses, or 

whether all were to be subject to the Superior General in Munich. Roae 

decided in favor of the latter, which was the wish of all the Sisters. 

During these first decades the progress was quite slow, for the Sisters 

were greatly hampered by the great lack of funds. Of the 126 parochial 

schools conducted by the Sisters at the ttme, not half of the parishes 

could afford 20~ a month per child. Donations of food from parents helped 

a great deal. 

In 1876 the United States was divided into two provinces. The second 

Motherhouse was reestablished in Baltimore. In 1880 the government of the 

Sisters in America was committed to a Commissary General who was to act in 

the place of the Superior General in things affecting the spiritual and 

temporal aff airs of the Sisters. In 1880 a new province was organized with 

its Motherhouse in St. Louis. In 1897, Peter Fourier, the founder of the 

original Congregat i on of Notre Dame, was canonized. In 1910, another new 

province was added in Minnesota, called the Mankato Province. 

In 1922, the Sisters of Notre D~.e celebrated their Diamond Jubilee 

of the Order in the United States. The words of the late Archbishop 
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S.bastian ...... r on this occa.ion ar. worth r.peating: 

'Why is your Congr.gation so .xceptionally bl.ssed? Precisely 
because you have preserved the true religious spirit . . • Your 
spirit is still that of Moth.r Carolin.,--the spirit of God, the 
spirit of poverty, obedience, and humility . . . it is this that 
draws the blessing of God upon the community.' 

This divine approval se.as quit. evid.nt if on. stops to consider the 

phenoainal growth of this Ord.r fro. its huabl. beginnings in 1847 wh.n 

th.r. was just on. conv.nt with five Sist.rs. Today there are about five 

hundr.d conv.nts and about five thousand prof.ss.d Sisters. 13 

13. ~., 146-170. 

At this stage of the story of the Notre Daaes in Mi l waukee i t 

shoul d be 'in place t o go back over their beginnings and gi.ve the reader 

just a few po inters on some of the early s chools they founded. A little 

about the structures themselves , the students, and more about the tea-

chers . For example, from our sourc.s we f ind that it is most evident 

that the f irst members of St . Mary's Parish were very mindful of the 

importance of a Catholic school as well as a Catholic Church. The struc-

ture they planned for their church included also space for the school . 

Both were to be under the same roof. But as we know a s chool implies a 

teacher. Dr. Joseph Salzmann who had been i nstal led as pas tor of tho 

pioneer parish and school r.cognized this fac t. Teachers were scar ce 

in those days . But during a visit by Dr. Salzmann at Germantown, a 

small colony north of the city he convinced a man nam.d Michael Bodden 

to take charge of the l arger boys while the Notre Dame sisters usually 

taught all the other c lasses. 14 

" 
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.. 
14. Willia. George Bruce, St. Mary's Church, Milwaukee, Milwaukee, 1921, 

71 . 

The Notre Dame s isters caused a good deal of surprise among the child-

ren when they first appeared upon the scene. The Youngsters had never seen 

these black-garbed wo.en before and were not only abaahed but also quite 

alaraed, However, it wasn't too long before they recognized the kindly,. 

smiling faces that beamed out of the black hoods. This recognition soon 

gained confidence and love for these self-sacrificing women teachers. 15 

15. ~., 72. 

St. Mary's was the f irst and is the oldest German Cathol ic congre-

gation in Milwaukee. The me.bers at the tt.e of its inception belonged to 

St. Peter's Church, (1847).16 

16. aeming, The Catholic Church in Wisconsin, 347. 

For St. Joseph's school roo. the lower part of a neighboring house 

was rented . It was conducted by Klizabeth and Franziska Kundig, sisters 

of Vicar-General Kundig. There were 28 students in attendance at its 

beginning in 1855. In 1860 the Notre Da.e sisters took over. In 1875 

a new brick school wss built, 110 feet long and 60 feet Wide, costing 

$28,000. 17 

17. ~., 344-345. 
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In 1867, Holy Trinity school was erected under the able direction • 

of Father Conrad. It was said of Father Conrad that he had a great in

terest in promoting the welfare of Catholic schools and that it was only 

through his personal strenuous endeavors that the school became a reality 

at such an early dat.. The building itself cost the parish $19,208 .53 18 

18 . ~., 337. 

During the summer of 1~70 the old fra •• Gesu church was remodeled 

into a two-story f ra.e structure and then used as a school for girls . 

Again the Notre Dame sisters were called upon. As early as 1875 a new 

frame church and schoolhouse were built by the Jesuits, in the Second Ward, 

on a port'ion of the property purchased by the saae Order in 1855; This 

church was dedicated in honor of the Holy Name in October of 1875. The 

school was turned over t o the Sisters of Notr. Dame, and was opened in the 

same year. 19 

19. ~., 332-333. 

, St. Hedwig's parish established a school for the Notre Daae sisters 

in 1872 . It was only a small building which was purchased by the congre

gation and moved to the church property. Seven years later they replaced 

it with a larger and more appropriate one of brick. 20 

20 . ~., 336. 

Other parochial school s were built during this decade that were 
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turned over to the Notre Dame Order; st. John Nep. School in 1870, St ,i 

Francis of Assisi School in 1871, St. Anthony School in 1872, St. Stanis-

laus School in 1872, Holy Cross School in 1880, St. Hyacinth School in 

· 1883, St. Michael School in 1884, St. Augustine School in 1888, St. Boni-

face School in 1888, St. Vincent de Paul School in 1888, St. Peter and 

Paul School in 1889, St. Cyril and Methodius School in 1894, St. Casimier 

School in 1894, St. Ann School in 1895, St. Elizabeth School in 1902, St. 

John Kanty School in 1907, St. Stephan School in 1907, St. Mary Czestochowa 

School in 1908, St. Leo School in 1909, Blessed Sacra.ent School in 1933, 

21 Christ The King School in 1940, and St. Nicholas School in 1950. 

21. ~., 340-357. 

III Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis Assisi 

The . history of the Franciscan Sisters of Penance and Charity of St . 

Francis, Wisconsin, began on December 8 , 1848, then, the feast of the 

lmaaculate Conception, Patroness of the United States. As the result of a 

personal visit by Bishop Henni to Germany in that sa.e year, Reverend Francis 

Anthony Keppeler and aeverend Mathias Steiger recruited a group of six 

Tertiary Sisters at Ettenbeuren, Bavaria, Geraany. From this saal1 group 

was developed the future congregation of the Sisters of St. Francis of 

Assisi in Aaerica. 22 

22. Sister Mary Eunice Hanou •• k, O.S.P., A New Assisi, Milwaukee, 1949, 
8-10. 

/) 
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Like the earl i er Germans who settled i n Wisconsin , this group of • 

Bavarians made the trip to America under the direction of th.ir former 

pastor and assistant priest. At the direction of Bishop Henni , Father 

Keppeler and Father Steiger purchased thirty-five acres of l and at NOj

oshing, Wisconsin, on June I I, 1849. The price paid for the property was 

$1,000. At first the Tertiary band lived in log houses they f ound on the 

land. In a short time the priests and brothers who also made the trip 

began a building project. The Sisters, too, assisted ,by carrying build-

23 
ing material, tacking on brushwood, and rooting up stumps. 

23. ~., 17. 

On 'November 2, 1852 , the Sisters received word that the Reverend 

Michael Heiss had returned f rom Europe and had been appointed spiritual 

director of the communi ty at Noj oshing . They were happy over thi s news for 

now a new beginning would be made to guide t he group under the rule of con

ventional living . For the f irst three years no formal rel igious rul e had 

been adopted. Father Heiss immediate l y attended to this matter, and the 

new rule was sanctioned by the Ordinary , Bishop 8enni. 24 

24 . Ibid., 24-25. 

Af ter the adoption of the rule the Sisters spent a year in preparation 

for their profession of the three simple vows of obedience, poverty, and 

chastity. For their profession day, June 16, 1853, one of the Sisters 

fashioned a religious garb. Mrs. Zahler was unanimously chosen leader and 

became known as Mother Aemiliana and was the first superior general of the 
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25. Ibid. 

35 

" 

After 1853 life according to the new rule waa followed, aDd in eaaence 

it ha. r .. ained the aa.e to thia day. Apostolic labors of charity were 

prescribed in it. The first duty called for the ordinary household work 

in the future Seminary of St. Francia de Sales. Secondly, the Sisters 

were to devote themselves to the care and instruction of orphans. Thirdly, 

26 
tbey were to devote thea.elves to tbe instruction of Catholic youth. 

26. ~., 25-26. 

In 1854 an outbreak of cholera orphaned many children. Hurriedly 

a frame building was erected at Nojoshing which houaed forty-nine orphans. 

Aa & result both child care and schooling were now placed in the banda of 

the Sisters of St. Francis. This orphanage was known as St. Amelian's 

Orphan Asylum. A year later this building burned to tbe ground. The 

Milwaukee Catholics caae to the .rescue, and it waan't long before a aore 

spacious brick building replaced tbe frame one. At this saae time the 

erection of St. Francis Seminary was going abead. It was founded by the 

distinguished Austrian scholar and cleric, Dr. Joseph Salzmann; and the 

Sisters of St. Francis, at the invitation of Father Heiss, its f irst rector, 

took charge of the household duties of the new institution. 27 

27. ~., 30. 
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In 1864 the Order's new motherhouse was opened in Jefferson. Wis- ,i 

consin. Mother Antonia was anxious to promote the profession of teaching. 

and thus she urged the Sisters to study diligently in preparing themselves 

for this important work. 28 

28 . Ibid .• 77. 

On April 17, 1898, Sister Mary Thelea became the superior-general 

of St. Francis Convent. Mother Thelca was certainly a builder of educa-

tional institutions. Two evidences of this fact were in the training of 

teaching Sisters and the conatruction of St. Mary's Academy, a high school. 

She also recognized the importance of better teacher training. In the 

second year of her administrative work .. Mother Thelca estab1iahed at the 

motherhouse St. Catherine's Noraa1 School . That same year a teacher's 

institute was organized and modeled on the board of education in the 

public school system. 29 

29. ~ .• 120-121. 

During Mother Thelca ' s twenty-seven years of adm1nistration this 

co .. unityof Sisters took charge of .any mission ,schools. Their records 

show that fifty-seven schools were opened: thirty-three in Wisconsin, 

ten in Illinois, six in South Dakota. four in Colorado. two in Missouri , 

one in Minnesota, and one in Iowa. Forty of these schools are still 

30 staffed by the Sisters of St. Francis. B1e.entary schools in Milwaukee 

30. ~ •• 122. 
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being serviced by these Sisters at the present tille are: St. Agnes, i 

St. Alexander, St. Gerard, Sacred Heart, St. Sebastian and St. Veronica. 

IV Dominican Sisters of the Congregation of St. Catherine of Siena. 

These Dominican Sisters are a branch of the Dominicans of Holy Cross 

Convent in Ratisbon, Germany, which was founded in 1233. 31 

31. Sister Hortense Kohler, O.P., Life and Work of Sister Benedicta 
~, Milwaukee, 1937, 1. 

32 Mother Benedict Bauer beca.e prioress of that convent, 1845-1858. 

32 . I bid., 48 . 

Mother Benedict Bauer, aegensburg, Bavaria, heard the plea for mi&-

sionary laborers in Aaerica. In 1853 five of these Dominican Sisters es-

tablished a foundation in Brooklyn, New York. In 1858 Mother Benedict 

and three companions came to America. She and one companion set out to 

establish a foundation of the order in the west. They received a welco.e 

from Bishop Henni in the diocese of Milwaukee in 1861 and established 

their convent home at Green Bay and took charge of St. 'Mary'S parochial 

school. They soon opened a private achool. In 1862 on the advice of 

Bishop Henni the foundation was transferred to Racine. In 1864 St. 

Catherine's Acade.y, a day and boarding school, was opened in Racine. 

In 1914 the late Rt. Rev. Archbishop Kessaer appointed Rev. George A. 

Meyer to establish a new parish, Holy Angels at 3765 Eleventh Street, 

Milwaukee. A year later, ninety-six families had been enrolled, and in 

1916 a combination church and school building had been erected. The 



38 

Rev. Pastor then asked for the Racine Dominican Sisters to staff the 

school. These same Sisters took charge of Saint Benedict the Moor 

Mission School in 1921, with an enrollment of eighty-seven pupils taught 

by six Sisters. Up to this time, the school had been staffed by the 

Notre Dame Sisters. 33 They are also in charge of Holy Angels elementary 

33. Excerpts from a letter by Sister Mary Demetria, Racine, 1948. 

s chool. 

,i 

Through the early help and encouragement of Bishop Henni in Milwaukee, 

and with the Grace of God, Catholic schools have increasingly flourished. 

The Sisters of the various Orders found a congenial home in this city. 

From three German Nuns who came in 1848 the numbers have grown into thou

sands. From a few hundred pupils in 1850 have come tens of thousands today. 

Stimulus for this growth has been the necessity to protect the faith 

of the young which was a feature in the Constitution of all these orders. 

But the impetus of the Baltimore Councils and the wise teachings of Pius Xl 

must not be overlooked. 

No one connected with the Milwaukee Parochial School System will say 

there is not room for further growth, but it is obvious that the great 

handicaps and hardships of the past s hall not be repeated, and that growth 

and improvement for the future, though it will have its share of problems, 

will not be the kind requiring those heroic sacrifices. 

The Church-State controversy rears its head on occasions. Re

cently it was the School bus issue. Then it was the Barden Bill. But 

God blesses his own! The Orders in Milwaukee will always be a great 

boom to God and Country. 
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V Sisters of Charity B. V. M. " 

The Sisters of Charity were f ounded in ~itsburg, Maryland, in 1809. 

The foundress was Mother Elizabeth Seton (1774-1821). As late as March 14, 

1805, Mother Seton was received into the Catholic Church.
34 

34. Dehey, 70. 

Today this order professes 9,000 co .. unities in the United States . 

They organized their first elementary school in Milwaukee at the Holy Rosary 

Parish in 1885 . Later they were called upon to teach at Gesu. Today these 

are the only two elementary schools in Milwaukee under their guiding influ-

ence. 

An aged Sister who was stationed here related the following: 

'Even at the tiae I went to Milwaukee, 1856, the mission was 
very poor; we had to work very hard to even get suff icient 
to eat. No provision was made for the maintenance of from 
eighty to one hundred children, a select school of fi f ty, and 
a free school of about one hundred twenty five. The select 
school was self supporting, but the orphans and f ree school 
depended entirely on our endeavors - such as collecting pro
visions and money f rom the diff erent parishes in the city and 
country. In these latter tours we had to endure cold, poor 
accomodations, and sometimes insults from those who did not 
see the necessity of saving the soul's of God's little ones . 
But most of the people were generous and never tired of the 
repeated demands on their charity.' 35 

35 . O'Hearn, 197. 

VI Sisters of Mercy 

Mother Mary Catherine McAuley (1787-1841) founded the Sisters of 

Mercy in Dublin, Ireland, in 1831. Today there are 10,000 foundations 
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of this congregation in many of these United States. 36 .; , 

36 . Dehey, 373. 

The community of the Sis ters of Merc y of Milwaukee was founded indirect-

ly from the Chicago foundation. Mother Mary Francis Jackson brought a group 

of sisters to Janesville, Wisconsin, in 1870. In 1885 at the suggestion of 

Archbishop Heiss, a house was established at Fond du Lac. Their activities 

were principally in educational and charitable work in Milwaukee. Foremost 

among its institutions are St. Clara's and St. Catherine's, two homes for 

working girls. In 1894 Mother M. Bvangel ist Holcomb transferred the head-

37 quarters from Fond du Lac to Milwaukee at the advice of Archbishop Katzer. 

37. Ibid., 359-360. 

The initial history of the Sisters of Mercy in Milwaukee bears the 

stamp of grim struggle in the f ace of almost insurmountable difficulties, 

and yet towering over it all, the steady guiding hand of divine Provi-

dence can be seen leading on these Champions of Christ. 

It was in St. Patrick's parish that the Sisters of Mercy began 

their labors in Milwaukee. Here, Mother M. Bvangelist with a few asso-

ciates began tbe work of teaching the little ones, first, to know, to love, 

and to serve God, and then, by means of a thorough training in the secular 

branches, to prepare them to take their places in the world as successful 

men and women. 38 

38 . Bxcerpts from a letter by Sister Mary Eugene of Mercy High School, 
Milwaukee, 1948. 



Today in the lives of hundreds of men and women we find a 
convincing proof that the benediction of Go~ rested upon 
their efforts. Yes, men and women who will bear testimony 
of the powerful influence of that truly Christ-like, cul
tured, refined, lIother II. Evangelist. The passing of the 
years has but accentuated the f iner, nobler, and more hidden 
virtues of her, who passed the greater part of her life, dis
pensing the gentle spirit of lIercy among lIilwaukeeans en
trusted to her care. Truly did she exemplify that the'qua
lity of lIercy .••• droppeth as the gentle rain froa heaven'. 
Rare blessings waited upon her and her coaaunity through all 
the years~ in spite of harassing trials and of grave diffi
culties. 3 

39. Ibid. 
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St. Patrick's school was taken over by ' thea in 1886. Iaaaculate 

Conception School was opened in September of 1887. These Sisters have 

no other elementary schools in lIilwaukee. 

VII School Sisters of St. Francis. 

The School Sisters of St. Francis of St. Joseph's Convent form a 

" 

congregation which was founded at Schwarzach, Baden, Germany, November 13, 

1857. 

The particular vocation of the School Sisters of St. Francis is that 

of teaching. They have carried on that work in this country aos,t favorably. 

Because of adverse Prussian lIay Laws the co_unity was dissolved in 

Germany. With Archbishop J. II. Benni's peraission their first convent and 

home in America was established in Wisconsin at New Cassel in 1873. 40 

40 . Dehey , 450-451. 

As ear l y as 1888 Archbishop II. Heiss approved the erection of a 

mother-house i n Milwaukee. The Archbishop dedicated the building in honor 
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of St. Joseph, and shortly after eent a document in Lat in to the Sister, ,i 

official l y therein declaring St . Joseph's Convent at Greenfield Park their 

permanent mother-house. 41 

41. Harry H. Heming, 938-939. 

The parochial schools in which the Sisters are in charge in Kilwau-

kee are St. Catherine, Holy Ghost, Holy Redeeaer, St. Lawrence, St . 

Matthias, Little Flower, St. Anthony of Padua, and St. Wenceslaus. Proa-

inent among other institutions conducted by these Sisters is Alvernia 

College in Chicago ; Sacred Heart Sanitarium and St. Mary's Hill Sanit-

arium in Milwaukee. 

VIII The Sisters of the Third Order of Saint Dominic. 

St. Cl a r a Convent , Sinsinawa, Wisconsin, the motherhouse and nov-

itiate of the Rule of the Third Order of Saint Dominic, was established 

in 1846. The founder was Father Samuel Kazzuchel1i, an American Indian 

42 
missionary born in Italy. 

42. Sister Nary Paschala O'Connor, O.P., Five Decades, Sinsinawa, 1954, 
26-27. 

The obj ectives of the Sisters of the Third Order of Saint Dominic 

in everything they do is to save souls. Whatever promotes this end is of 

vital importance to them. 

The Founder, the Very Reverend Samuel Mazzuchelli, O. P. said this 

in the Rule which he compiled for this congregation: 

In our age when education is so general and yet so perverted, 
no better employment can occupy the time of the Sisters than 



that of training youthf ul minds in the knowledge and practice 
of Christianity, while they are taught the co .. on branches of 
education • . . Bvery branch of huaan knowledge has been made 
aore or less subservient to the dark designs of Satan: the 
press, the schools, the politics, and the literature of the 
day are, in their corrupted state, powerful aras ... to des
troy, if possible all that is sacred in Christianity • •• It 
is the special vocation of the Third Order of Saint Dominic 
to oppose religious error in all its foras; and in this country 
it has as great a work and perhaps a greater one than that of 
the tiaes of its Holy Founder, because false doctrines and bad 
aorals surround our youth on every side. . • The Sisters, 
then, in teaching the Christian doctrine by word and exaaple 
to the children of this country where they are exposed to lose 
their faith, fulfill the aain duty of their v~§ation, and are 
worthy of the nsae o~ the Order of Preachers. 

43. Very Reverend Saauel lIazzuchell i, O. P., The Rule Of The Third 
Order of Saint Dominic, New York, 1860, 49-50. 
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How faithful they have been to these ideals is evident from very recent 

developments in their order. 

The Sinsinawa Dominican Bducation Conference was organized in 1947 . 

It provides for regional aeetings at least once a year to be attended by 

as aany as possible of the teachers in the various areas, the aias of 

,i 

which are: 1) to share experiences; 2) to promote the professional growth 

of each teacher; 3) to discover and develop potential ability; 4) to en-

courage leadership. They are also a aeans of acquainting the Sisters with 

Curr1culua and of planning ways to use it. 

The development in teacher - organization, keeping pace with current 

educational trends, looks backward to the directing wisdom of the Founder 

and forward toward the realization of the ideal of the good teacher as 

outlined by Pope Pius XI in his enCYClical, Christian Bducation of Youth: 

Perfect schools are the result not 80 auch of good aethods as of 
good teachers, teachers who are thoroughly prepared and well 
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grounded i n the matter they teach; who possess the intellectual i 

and moral qualifications required by their i.portant office; who 
cherish a pure and holy love for youths confined to thea, because 
they love Jesus Christ and Bis Church, of which these are the 
children of predilection ; and who have, thtiefore, sincerely at 
heart the true good of family and country. 

44. Pope Pius Xl, "Christian Bducation of Youth," Bncyclical, Deceaher 31, 
1929. 

The first parochial school founded in Milwaukee by this order was 

in 1877. It was in connection with St. Patrick's Parish. This opportun-

ity was hopefully regarded by the five sent to be the foundation Sisters. 

If successful they had hope for siailar offers. Bowever, St. Patrick's was 

closed the following year, undoubtedly due to poverty. In 1882 the school 

was reopened only to be closed once again in 1885. It was not until eight 

years later that they were again called to aake another e"ffort. 45 

45. O'Connor, 162. 

A second opportunity caae to Milwaukee upon the invitation of Father 

Patrick B. Durnin, pastor of St. Rose of Liaa P.rish • . Sister Mary Anton-

inus McCabe, superior and teacher of ausie opened the doors of the school 

on August 21, 1893, for one hundred and fifty children. This necessitated 

46 having four teachers. 

46. Ibid., 310. 

On July 29 1895, an urgent i nvitation was forwarded by Father Jaaes J. 

Keogh, pastor of St. John's Catbedral parisb. Tbis invitation suggested 

that tbe Doainicans staff the boys' departaent of tbe el .. entary school o~ 
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St. John's Cathedral. For the previous twenty-one years the boys had been 

taught by Brothers of the Holy Cross. The Daughters of Charity taught the 

girls. 47 Four other schools f ollowed : St. Thomas Aquinas in 1902, St. Gall's 

47. Ibid., 314. 

and St. Mathew's in 1910, and St. Robert's in 1920. 

IX Sisters of the Divine Savior. 

The Sisters of the Divine Savior came to this country from Rome in 

1895 at the invitation of Archbishop Katzer to do social nursing in the 

homes of Milwaukee. They turned to other works proper to the Congregation, 

among them teaching, as soon as occas i on arose. They have only one school 

in Milwaukee, Mother of Good Counsel School, located at North Sixty-eighth 

Street and West Lisbon Avenue. The two room school was opened in 1925 in 

a small wooden structure which served also as the Church for the parish. 48 

48 . Excerpts from a letter by Sist.r Mother Speranda, S.D.S., Milwauke., 
1948 . 

They are now proud of a fine new el ... ntary school building as well as a 

high school for girls . They are also engaged in other charitable activities 

in this area. 

X Felician Sisters. 

This Order which is also known as the Felician Sisters of the Order 

of St. Francis was founded in Cracow, Poland, in 1855. They first established 

the.selve~ in the United States at Polonia, Wisconsin, in 1874. They are 

considered the largest congregation of Franciscan Sisters in t he United States~9 
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49. Dehey, 448-449. ." 

The Provincial Convent is no longer in Polonia but rather in Chicago. 

In 1897 St. Joseph's parish erected a temporary school building. 

The Felecian sisters were called upon to service the elementary department. 

Their school was destroyed by fire the following year. The parishioners, 

though poor, set to work at once to erect another. From that time on 

matters progressed most favorably. Today it is one of the largest schools 

in lIilwaukee. 

The lIilwaukee province of the Felician Sisters was founded August 18, 

1910. It is the Province of OUr 1I0ther of Good COUDsel. The Order has 

given the Poles an opportunity to have their own school and through it to 

beco .. useful ... bers of society. Today they are also in charge of St. 

lIary lIagdalen, St. Helen and St. Alexander schools, and the school at St. 

Joseph's Orphanage. 50 

50. Leonard Drewek, The Felician Sisters In The United States, II. A. 
Thesis, St. Francis Seminary, 1937. 
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CIIAP1'E~ V 

TEACHER PREPARATION AND CURRICULtIII CONSTRUCTION 

When the days of religious preparation are over, come the days 
of professional. But it is all wrong to use the term 'Pro
fessional' in reference to the nuns. Teaching with the nun is 
not a profession, it is her very life. That is why the nuns 
make the best teachers. The only return they expect from their 
labors is the success thereof in the lives of their pupils. l 

1. George Johnson, ''The Nun In Education", The Catholic Herald Sup
pleaent, Milwaukee, 1926, 61. 

In t~inking of the part that the convents have pl ayed in Catholic 

i 

education it should be remembered that one of their purposes is to be the 

normal schools where the sisters are trained for their work of teaching in 

the parochial schools. As such, they have played an important part in the 

history of Catholic Education. 

The teaching sisters of the various orders are taug~t to aake use 

of all the advancements in education which aake for better learning. Of 

course, in their normal training they study the theory and techniques of 

teaching just as in any other teacher trsining school. During summer 

vacations many nuns attend summer sessions at colleges and universities 

to work for credits toward a decree, Often, too, lecturers are brought 

into the convent. where nuns are pursuing the noraal course. 2 

2. O'Hearn, 181. 

Most schools were modelled after the German plan of instruction 

which from the kindergarten to university was considered the best in Europe. 

Still, the early public schools had no central source of teacher training 

to correspond with the convents. There was, as a result, practically no 
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uniformity tn their curriculum. The whtms and interests of indivi dual i 

teachers become responsible for what went on in their c lassrooms. 3 

3. .John G. Gregory . History of Milwaukee, " 1scons ln. Milwaukee , 1931. 
: 1l59 . 

The cu.rrh ;ul um and textbooks of the parocbial schools today as wen 

as the teachers are of a bieb caliber. However, the problea of textbooks 

wss an earl y source of dif ficulty because tbe same books were used 1n 

Catbolic s chools as were used in publ i c schools. The non-sec tarian atti

tude of sucb works did not f Ulf ill the ideal of Catholic education. 4 

4. Reverend .J. A. Burns, C. S. S. , Tbe Growtband DeveloJ!l!nt of the 
Catholic School Syst. in the United Stotes , Cbicago . 1912 , 136 . 

Tbe ata of tbe Bisbops at the Second Provinclal Counc il of Bal t1lllore 

was for tbe publlcation of unif ona Catbolic textbooks. The Council appointed 

8 penaanent standlng ca.attt .. to aupervise the preparation of textbooks for 

Catbol1c 8chools. In the intervening ,.ars great progress bas been aade and 

tbe books DOW used 8re CstboliC 88 well as technically exceUent. Catholic 

6 textbooks are used everywhere today in the parochial schools in Milwaukee. 

5 . Ibid. -
Tbe curriculua in parocbial schools in tbe period 1~40-18GO consisted 

of the traditional tbree R's together witb gr ... ar , geography, and bistory. 

In the girls' s chools, the ais ters taugbt the pupils to "use the needle as 

well as the psn; to make and to Mnd ; to darn and to kill t, and to become 
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usef ul i n the home." The other studios were the same as in the public .. 
s chools with the exception of catechism. 6 Around 1850 the subjects taught 

6 . Burns, 125. 

at St. John's Cathedral School, Milwaukee, were arithmetic, reading, spell-· 

ing, penmanship, grammar and catechisa. A rew of the older boys were accus-

tomed to assist the teacher in hearing some of the recitations of the lower 

classes. 7 

7. O'Hearn, 173. 

Miss Kundig's school established in the 60's embraced the following 

branches: reading , United States history , geography, German, writing, 

spelling, language , arithmetic, and catechism. Catechism and prayers held 

the first place. The National Readers were used at this tt.e . 8 

8. ~., 174. 

Concerning the c irriculum at St . Joseph's academy in 1847 in Milwau-

kee we find this advertisement: 

The system of instruction comprises orthography, reading, grammar, 
history, geography with the use of the globes, elements of astro
nomy, natural philosophy, composition , delineation of maps, ra
tional and practical arithmetic, book-keeping, tapestry, cotton 
embroidery, plain and ornamental needlework. 9 

9. Johnson, Daughters of Charity in Milwaukee, 21. 
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In placing their schools beside those of the state, and allowing both 

to remain on friendly terms, the Catholics did not consider this union 

strange. The material purpose of both was the sa .. - the advancement of 

knowledge. If the Catholics had erected their own schools, it was not 

because they were enemies of universal education, but because they would 

add religion to the branches taught in the existing public schools. They 

would have religion be t he soul that sustains secular instruction. 

While the secular studies of both s fs tems was the same, the results 

achieved by the Catholic schools made good their clata to rank as peers of 

their sister schools set up by the state. This was because the training 

of teachers was more uniform and included methods of advancing the spiri-

tual side of the Child. They never feared unbiaaed scrutiny. Testi-

monials of their worth from friends of the public schools are frequently 

forth coming. To a certain extent they had an advantage i n the character 

of their teachers. They were for the grea t er part members of religious 

communities who had assumed the profession of teaching not to gain a live-

lihood, but rather because they did and still do consider it highly meri-

torious and in that manner of thinking are anticipating their reward in 

the hereafter. lO 

10. J.W. St.arns, ed., The Coluaban History of Education in Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, 1893, 8 :660. 

In the 1890's the c irricul um of the parochial school s in Milwaukee 

included: 

Christian doctrine, Bible history, drawing, gramaar and composition, 
physical SCience, physical feography, civil governaent, calisthenics, 
nature work, and etiquette. 1 
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.' 
11. Johnson, Daughters of Charity in Milwaukee, 21. 

Today the parochial schools of Milwaukee are producing pupils that 

can compete with any froa any other schools. Great stress is placed on 

the responsibility of the Church toward the slow pupil and those who are 

under privileged. The aim of every parochial school teacher is to realize 

the sacred responsibility to train each child to be a practical member of 

the Church and a loyal citizen. 12 

12. Annual School aeport, Archdiocese of Milwaukee, 1946-1947, Milwaukee, 
1947, 7-8 . 

Regent l y, added to the other facilities of the parochial schools were 

a speech correction clinic in connection with Marquette University, and a 

reading clinic in connection with Csrdinal Stritch COllege. 13 

13. Ibid. 

Great progress has been made in connection with parochial school 

libraries. It is the plan for the Milwaukee schools that each one have 

14 its own school library. 

14. Ibid. 

Meanwhile, as the Church was strengthening herself internally in the 

field of education her eneaies on the outside were busily working against 

her interests. At the time the Bennett Law was passed in the State of 

Wisconsin, outright hostility to the Church was not popular. After that 
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law had been traced to its source, it was concluded by many persons tha~ 

its purpose was to conceal hostile .designs. 

The provisions of this law seemed reasonable and harmless on the 

surface: writing, geography, arithmetic, reading, and United States history 

were expected to be taught in English. This was very cleverly put in the 

foreground, this concealing the main issue of the law. Some of the other 

provisions were not se harmless. The youngsters were expected t~attend 

school within their own district; hence not a parochial school, if not 

within their district. At the same time the power was given to the school 

board to decide which schools fulfilled the requirements and which child-

ren should be permitted to attend; hence that board had the power to inter-

fere with parochial schools. Actually the members of such a board had un-

limited powers presented to them by law. Implicitly the permission was 

granted them to enter any school, tantalize the teacher, and even pre-

s cribe the text book to be used. In truth, it would have been quite 

difficult to say just where their power did end. And all this with regard 

to schools erected and supported without the assistance of the state, by 

parents who paid tax for the public schools and also taxed themselves 

for their own. The plea was used that the children were neglected. 1S 

15. Howard Louis Conrad, ed., The History of Milwaukee, From Ita Firat 
Settlement to the Year 1895, Chicago, n. d., 2:158-159. 

In short, the Bennett 'Law s.emed the narrow end of a wedge designed 

to lay the schools open to the whills of enemiesj it was a blow at reli-

gion ; religion attacked by men of politics had a perfect right to defend 

itself by means of politics. This the bishops of Wisconsin recognized, 
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and. though r ather re l.uctantly , issued a combined prot est agains t t he lavi. 

Urging the Cathol ics and f riends of r e l igious l iber ty to defea t 

this law at the baI l or box, the bishops laid bare its we ak points and 

sinister designs . 

The Catholics simply wanted to keep their children in schools where 

religious training was carr ied on. At this time when the Bennett Law was 

passed the Catholics felt that it was directed against them. Just before 

Archbishop Heiss died, he held a long meeting with the two bishops of 

Wisconsin concerning this law which had just been passed. He considered 

it an obnoxious and an un-A.erican measure. Nearly all Catholic Churches 

had schools which were aiming at a high standard of excellence, with teach-

ers well trained, who conside red the profession of teaching t he one great 

aim in their lives here on earth. Chlldreil could attend these school s at 

little expense, and in many cases the books were supplied. The Bishops 

of Wisconsin protested strenuously against the law as an unnecessary one, 

an offensive one, and an unjust one. They proclaimed: 

We want to live in peace and good fellowship with all our 
fellow citizens; if strife and discord has been stirred up 
the fault rests not with us. We teach by work and example 
respect and obedience to law and government: no law shOUld 
be forced upon us for the repeal of which we would have to 
raise our voice. The youngest of us have lived and worked 
in our State nearly twenty-five years, the oldest almost 
fifty years. We have labored incessantly for the education 
of our youth; and we shal l continue t o do so to the end of 
our days. Under God we have always relied on our zeal to 
our priests and the generosity of our people. We have never 
received one single cent of State help for our schools - we 
want no State interference with them either. 16 

16 . Harry H. Deming , The Catholic Church i n Wisconsin , Milwaukee , 1998 , 
281-286. 
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At this same time the Lutherans, who were also agitated over the ,i 

Wisconsin and Illinois compulsory education law8 of 188 9 r easoned with 

the Catholics. They announced to the public the necessity of a thorough-

ly Christian education, which they felt Sunday schools alone could not 

supply. 17 

17. Richard J. Gabel, Public Funds f or Church and Private Schools, 
Pennsylvania, 1937 , 491. 

The Bennett Law was a political question supported by the Republican 

party. Geraan Catholics and sternly anti-Catholic Geraan and Norwegian 

Lutheran's coabined in Wisconsin and f ought it. The State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction published a political paaphlet, which justif ied the 

law but, 'in spite of the frantic appeals of the Republican press and 

speaker for loyalty to the American flag and to the little red school 

house, the Deaocrats elected their candidate f or governor. , 18 

18 . ~., 676 . 

Through the ef fort s of the Honorable H. J. Desmond, Chairaan of the 

Asseably Co.-ittee on Bducation in 1891 the law which made it the duty of 

public school boards to supervise private and public schools was repealed. 19 

19. Jo.eph Schaefer, Wi.consin Dooasday Book, •• di.on, 1927, 2:222. 

Because the Catholic Church is One, anything happening to one .. aber 

happens to the whole. The struggle of the Jesuits during the Colonial 

tlae. and the other Orders later; the decrees of the Baltiaore Councils; 
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tbe atte.pt in 1889 to bamstring tbe Catbolic Scbools in Wisconsin tbrough 

tbe Bennett Lawj All of tbese affected Milwaukee parocbial education just 

as it affected education in otber places. 

Today tbe parocbial scbools in Milwaukee are an entity in tbemselves. 

But tbey do not reaain uninfluenced by all tbat bappens to tbe Cburcb in 

tbis country or in tbe world at large. Good as it is, tbe Milwaukee Catb

olic Scbool .y.t .. is but a .aall .egment of tbe Universal Cburcb. It is 

co .. itted to the t •• k of teacbing tbe Cbildren of God tbe trutbs about 

God. Tbat i. it. work and it aust be done. 
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CONCLUSION 

The purpose of this thesis has been to show the beginnings and 

the remarkable growth of the Parochial school system in Milwaukee. 

Were it possible to present every detail of the educational develop

ments of each order, this work would run into several volumes. Un

fortunately, however, many records in the convents are not easily 

accessible to laymen, if accessible at all. All the convents seemed 

eager to cooperate but often when material was obtained, pertinent 

material was negligible. This apparently was due to the f act that the 

work in early days left no ttae to keep records, or that archives are 

not properly catalogued so that they may be made svailsble. 

In spite of so fundamental an obstruction to getting at source 

msterial this thesis, though imperfectly, achieves what it set out to 

do. It shows why there was a need for parochial education, and how 

that need was .. t. It shows the most fundamental of the problems, 

and how those problems were solved. Different persons, different times, 

different Orders, but the same fundamental problems seems to summarize 

the story for each parish, each order, and the Diocese as a whole. 

The teaching orders of nuns have played a most important role in 

the development of the parochial schools in Milwaukee. Without them 

the present system of schools would not exist. Sacrifices made by 

paro.hioners and priests should not be minimized, but those made by the 

nuns of the various Orders were very often heroic. 

In 1900 the parochial school system in Milwaukee was like a healthy 

child ready to develop into a strong young man when new problems and 

new difficulties were to be met and greater developments were still to 

be made. 

." 
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The generation of Catholic men and wo.en educated in the paro- • 

chial schools between 1848 and 1900, although many of them had no 

opportunity of highe r education, became the backbone of the agricul

tural, industrial and religious life in the state. The flourishing 

state of the Catholic Church in Milwaukee today testifies to the 

, success of the parochial school 5ystea. These schools produced men 

of character and conviction. They were men who followed in the foot

steps of the early pioneers in their sacrifices for their Church and 

schools. 
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APPENDIX I 
,{ 

Till PURPOSE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

The f act that man is a composite of body and soul , of which the 

l atter is the most important, compel s the Church to be solicitous about 

the education of man. For, man is a creature of God, he belongs tO, God , 

and i s destined for Him. Education, i f it is the ideal, will aid man 

greatl y in attaining this destination, f or after all , learning is a pre-

paration for this life and for eternity. The .ore ideal the education is 

the more perfect will be human life. Man by his nature thinks and wills 

beyond the f inite, his desires tend toward the Infinite. Now this In-

finite object of human thought has been revealed to us in the person of 

Jesus Christ. His life becomes the exemplar of every man's life. Thus 

any educational theory that is not concerned with these Christian ideas 

is not complete f or the purposes of a full and adequate human life. l 

1. Reverend, William P. O'Connor, "Christian Education of Youth", 
Salesianum, XXV, #2 , 27, 

The Church maintains that secular and religious instruction must 

never be parted in education. This rule holds for all education even the 

highest. Bducation is the f ormation of the whole .an; intellect, heart, 

will, character, mind and soul. A Christian nation can only spring from 

Christian schools. 2 

2. The Catholic Parochial Schools of the United States, Bureau of Bdu
cation, Washington, 1904, Chapter XXI, 1081. 

William Penn, in his Frame of Governments f or his Pennsylvania colony, 



def ended "religion in education " when he wrote : 

Gover nments rather depend upon men than men upon government; 
l e t men be good and the government cannot be bad; if it be i l l 
t hey will cure i t. Though good laws do well, men do bet t e r , 
for good laws ma y lack good men and be evaded or abolished by 
ill men, but good men will never suffer ill ones. That there
fore which made a good cons t i t ut ion must k .. p i t , name l y , men 
of wisdom and virtue; qualities that because they descend not 
with worldly inheritance must be carefully propagated by a 
virtuous education of youth. 3 
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3. John Francis Noll, Our Hational Bne.y Humber One, Education Without 
Religion , Huntingt on , 1942 , 287. 

Willia. Penn, a Quaker, expreased this idea of religion in education. 

However, it is the Catholic Church in this country which adheres to the 

ideal. She alone of the Christian Churches demands of parents that child-

ren be given an education based in Godliness. 

Pope Piu. XI, in his Encyclical of The Christian Education of Youth, 

answers the unfounded notion that exi.ts in t he . inds of many non-Cath-

olics about the purpose of Catholic schools, when he writes: 

They do not int end to separate their children either from the 
body of the nation or it •• pirit, but to educate them in a 
perfect .anner, most conductive to the prosperity of the nation. 
Indeed a good Catholic, precisely because of the Catholic . 
principles 8akes the better citizen, attached to hi. country, 
and loyalty submissive to constituted civil authority in every 
legitimate form of governaent. 4 

4. Ibid., 289. 

With a little careful thought it will be admi tted by the unbiased that 

Pope Piu. was speaking t r uth when .he s aid that "there can be no i dea l ly 

perfect educat i on which is not Christian education.·~ 
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5. Pope Pius XI, "Christian Education of Youth, Encyclical, December 
31, 1929. 

In 1919 the Catholic Hierarchy of the United States issued a pas-

toral dealing with present problems, and on the subject of Catholic 

schools, observed: 

Our Catholic schools are not established and maintained with 
any idea of holding our children apart from the general body 
and spirit of AIIerican citizenship. They are saply the con
crete form in which we exercise our rights as free citizens 
in conformity with the dictates of conscience. 6 

6. Noll, 288. 

" 

Noting the need of beginning religious training at an early age, the 

late President Harper, of Chicago University asks: 

Do we not realize that in all work, whether for church or for 
country, the largest returns come fra. doing the work with 
children? Here again we may take lessons of wisdom from 
Roman Catholicism. 7 

7. John Francis Noll, The Parochial Scbool, Why?, Huntington, (n.d.>, 
14. 

The future of .ankind is not entirely doomed, for the Catholic 

Church has waged war against godless education. She officially entered 

into the combat when the Holy Father made known the Chri.tian attitude 

regarding the fundamental principles of education in his Encyclical. 

This historic document is a synthesis of the principle. and practical 

applications of the Christian philosophy of education. Pope Pius Xl was 

well qualified to discuss this problem for he had an experience of fifty 
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years as an educator and spiritual leader. S 

S. O'Connor, 25. 

St. Augustine, who lived in the fifth century, and who also was a 

convert to Catholicis. fro. paganism, writes in Bpistle 138, Chapter 11, 

Section 15: 

'Let those who declare the teaching of Christ to be opposed to 
the welfare of the State, furnish us with an aray of .oldiers 
such a. Christ .ays soldiers ought to be; let the. give us 
subjects, husbands, wives, parents, children, masters, servants, 
who live up to the teachings of Christ; and then let the. dare 
assert that Christian doctrine is harmful to the State. Rather 
let them not hesitate one .oment to acclata that doctrine, 
rightly observed, the greatest safeg~ard of the State.' 9 

9. Noll, OUr National Bnemy Number One, 285. 

Making coaaent on the result of a survey taken by the Institute on 

.. 

Social and aeligious Surveys the Milwaukee Journal, on February 10, 1924, 

noted: 

'The demonstration is clear that character building can be 
taught, through instruction in ethics, in religion, or in a 
combination of the two. It is significant that the Boy Scout. 
of Aaerica, who get instruction in both religion snd ethiCS, 
ranked highest in the tests; and it is equally significant 
that the public schools, where neither ethics nor religion is 
taught as a subject, ranked lowest. We are here face to face 
with the problem, 'Shall we teach ethics and religion in the 
home, in the schools, or shall we reap an ever-lasting crop 
of dishonor and dishonesty?' 10 

10. Ibid., in his introduction, (n.p.) 

In recognizing the fact that the parents are the first educators of 

their children and knowing that this training 1s not adequate for the 



child's total education, the teacher in the ele .. ntary school shares 

the responsibility by suppleaenting home training and bo .. teaching. 

Thus the school e.phasizes the child, his needs, and his capacities. 
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