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PREFACE 

The purpose of this thesis is twofold: to inquire what t~e 

Great Doctors of the Church have said about virginity and the monas­

tic life, ant to investigate the development of those institutions 

within the lifetime of the Great Doctors. If it be asked why one 

solicits the opinions of those Fathers, it may be replied that their 

lives were contemporary with the rise of monasticism, and that the 

Church has declared them eminently worthy of the esteem of the faith­

ful. If someone protest that the history of monasticism has been 

written "ad infinitum", the author answers that it has not always been 

written by persons who were themselves religious; moreover, it has 

usually been written either in form of continuous exposition or as 

a collection of source materials. In this thesis an attempt has 

been made to combine the two methods by enriching the narrative with 

quotations from the sources. 

Since the subject of early monasticism is one of such immen­

sity and contains so many disputed pOints, the limits of a thesis, 

for the Master's degree do not perIni t of more than a cursory sketch 

of this great historical movement. In general, a "via media" be­

tween conflicting opinions concerning monastic developments has been 

followed, except that when the matter is of some religious conse­

quence, the views of Catholic writers of repute have been accepted. 

In an effort to avoid too great bulk of material and obscurity of 

the main objective amid a haze of scientific data, it has been nec­

essary to produce a work less definitive than might be desired. 

In the first chapter of this thesis, where the history 

.,. , :-'<;~ ~ 
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ot mf)nu.ltieim~ i ili clct~tchoo ,. t he gl·O'ilt.h of IJlathchism in Syria., pal es--

tln0, !!osopot "lll1a t'.nd Gt-COCo,) has not boen ineluded OOc."use t hose 

countries di d not I!lSke both parma-M ot and Dovel contributions to t hllt 

history, bUt we~ tho t.CCUC3 oE epa(llllnral r ol l-lout! extre.v~gancea 

.i 

or ascetic pl't-'.ct.ice.:> of EiY,;;.)tinll or ~gitl . Si llllarly I the;:: ;;ctivl t y 

ot~ Saint Col umbun llt.3 not boen CMtll.der ad , b<2 c,,<;USG t discussion of 

Cel t ic asoe t l e ima \11th its spr oo,d into Gaul, Brit.&.ln~, ~.nd I tsl YJ 

nnl.i tho 1"e:ttnol'ls for it~ oocl i,ne i ll £avor of 8enodie tine rno~te;stleiiJ. 

would hava pro~ongad e4ceasive~· the pr~~ent wor k. 

I n tho $eCOM chapt er of th~ th(}l:lis , w'l)s r e the Grc~t DoetoN ' 

r <:.: f cren.cas to 1F.J'glnl ty £i.nd !nOtmfSticism Ill'O nowA, c.ol"t l-- in o:aiss ioDS 

laVE! J:)e~n ID."l.de,., '.tht'n t.lle 3.run.e i dM or opinion bl'tr' bElen e:xpr es;,,,d oy 

evtm<l of tho Gr (.)<" t Doct.()lI's ~ the m>1tor bna.taken th~~ l Hmrty of 

om1tt1l:lg t he r ecurring rcf" .INllea, noting i n n gCfl€fl"nl T!(f.,Y its f r e­

quent oo-curr mlce .. Ref ereuecll to vir&lni t y in wor ks whi e}l r811~bl 

crl t 1.C.3 have ndjudged doubtful or spurious have not 'boon included . 

The . Eutho-r i s es peoiaUy ~t.eful to Dr. 0 .. 'Z. Sm1 t h , whoso 

kmd1:l eneowrug'e1l1tmt and helpful sugge nt i oDs in du~(.--tlng th6 nillC-­

ZJU 'Y r euanr ch ll(~l'O of t!rer.t 3:O;3i31;$nco ,. tho author .. fishes to 

t h,mk Father :.; Clarence J . Ryan, S. J ... " l'~nd Ge-r s l d p. 

of t he Hbtory Do~rt.ment f or crl t i clt>tiOs orrer~." .. . 

Ul'I&TI , 5 • .1 ., 
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CHAPTER I 

A HISTORY OF MONASTICISM TO THE TIME OF ST. BBNEDICT " 

lJ.'o the J ews the teachings of Christ were a stUl'TIbllng 

block ; to the Gentiles they were foolishnes s ; and probably 

to a great number .of persons today, the lIteral acceptance 

of Christ.'s teachings by religious men and women is like .. 

wise regarded as being either incomprehens1ble or ridicu­

lous. It 1s fitting, therefore, that an inquiry be made 

into the historical background of' asceticism to ascertain 

whether tbe unusual manner of lIfe adopted by Christian as­

cetics has any parallel in tbe history of religions other 

than the Christian, and if so hoVi wIdespread the institu­

tion became, and wnnt ideal s it upheld . Secondly, regard­

ing Christian asceticism and that special ascetlc develop .... 

ment termed monasticism, invest1gation should det-ermine 

whether the latter truly s tems from the teach1ng of Christ, 

or whether i t 1s an w .w ntlon of the Earl y Church . 

I n the most general acceptation ottheterm, ascet ... 

icism 1s the practice or ee,rtaln aus terities, whose i mmediate 

purpose may be either moral or religious .• l 

r--' --~.---~-~'-~-------~--

The following discussion or non-Cbristianascetlclsm is 
taken from the artIcle "Ascetisl'!!le", in the pictionnaire 
de Theologle .Catho!lgue • 

. '.' 
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Considering first the practice of asceticism among non-Chri st­

ia.ns , the investigator finds that among the Jewish people as 

" a whole , the only ascetic practices were a legal abstinence 

from various sorts of food, espec1ally t he meat of certain 

animals , as prescribed in Levi t icus , and also the observance 

ot several annual fasts. Withi n the Jewish pr1est hood ther e 

were no true ascetics s imilar to those of t he Christian era. 

Among the faithful the onlycultivat9rs of asceticism 

were: the Nazarite , who was specially consecrated to God by 

t he vow of temporary or perpetualabst;inence from intoxicat­

ing liquors; the type of life required among the schools of 

prophets, a life which was non-mona stic in the f act that it 

l acked several elements i ndispensable to monasticism, such 

as sepe,ration from the \\'Orld , celi bacy, and a common Ruls; 

and finally, certain exterior resemblances to Christigl1 mon­

astic communitie s among the Essenes, with t heir general prac­

tice of celibacy, observance of a Rule, and community .of 

go.ods . True , as rigid Phari se~ s t they .carried the pr actice 

.of legal purity t.o the point of separation fr.om the world , 

but they lacked several elements e ssential t.o monasticism, 

notably the obligation t.o celibacy binding upon all members . 

I n India" l.ong bef.ore the advent of Buddhism, there 

was a large number of ascetics who practised great bodily 

austerities , as solitaries j.nhabitlng fores ts, .or as men ... 

dicant wayfarers li vlng on al ms., In the sixth centu1;"y 

Buddha organized the common life in his Hindu convents ,,"ef 

men and wemen, giving them a Rule in which he insisted chief­

ly upon the practice .of poverty. While this institution was 

.~. ,~~, 
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developing in India, t he Bra.hman ascetics, in order not t o 

lose t heir influe nce, red oubl ed their austeritie s and final l y 

succeeded in r ega ining and pr eserving til hi gh degr ee of religious 

s upl'ertJ~cy i n al mos t a l l of I ndia . Furthermor e , when Buddhism 

penetr .a ted i nto t he neighbor ing count r ies of Chin.'1 and J apan, 

it did not succeed i n t ransplanting t here tbe a s c·etici sm 

pr acti sed 1n I nd i a . Renc e , t he lroport~nce of Buddh:I st nsce t Icism 

i s d i mi ni s hed by !'i'l3S0n of it s declining influence 1n I rtdia 

and its failu re of ooopti on abroad . 

In a ncient Greec€ and i n t be countrie s ~ubject t o tts 

i nfluenc'€i , type· o t' ascetlctsm \vhlch vras philo sophical r ather 

t han religious appeared a t l eas t a s ea:rly a s t he time {'d,' 

Pythagoras, i n t he sixt h century before Chris t. Its t tlree 

c hief manife st a t10ns ,,rer e Pytha gor:eant sm its61f, with its 

attempt t o esta blish as community whose purpoSE appe ar s to have 

been ~ess rell£1ous than scientifiC; s toicism with its emphas1s 

upon the e xtirpation of the passions; and the Ne o- Pyt hf:.l.gorean 

and rieD- PlatQnlst sects of t he. f irst centnr i e ,s of the Christian 

era, whose mystical tendenc i es ~md a.uster1 ties were 1~ii t.ated 

f r om the Pytha gor e atls. 

gypt1an asceticlnI!1 W(l S conf :lned to t he priests and 

prieate sse s of t be sanctuaries 'Of thtl goo Serspis, whose wo1'­

s nip f loul' i shed i n the la t ter part 'O f tb~ era of t.he Ptol eniies 

Gnd durin~ tbe Roman domination; bowe.ver, the r e li e;1ous prac­

tises or tr.e se r ecluses appear t o have been l1mited to t he 

' .... rc i se of priest l y functi on", •. 

Among t he ancie n t Romans " asce ticism does not see m to 

have exlstod .e.xce pt for t he vestal virgins and par t i cu l ar 

," .",-" 
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in s t ances of certa in a scetic pr ac tIce s a mo ng the pagan prie ~t s . 

I t may be sa i d In summary t hat non-Christia n as ce ticism 

pr esents certa in exterior r esemblances t o Chri s tIan asce tIcism 

In the observa nce of abs tinence, f a sting, a nd other c or por al 

morlfifica tion, as vrell a.s in the pr actice of poverty I celi­

bacy,. and of a comm.on life r a ther sim1lar t o mo nas tic l i fe. 

Thes e r e s.emblances may be e xplained .by the f ol lovring observa ­

tions : t here may exi s t outside of Chri s tianity a mor e or les s 

perfect knov/ l edge of certa in mor al and r e l igious t r'uths ; 

. s e condly, the i mposition of v ol untary sufferings and priva ­

tions i n a purpose of l' ,1lig i ous expi a tion or of mor a l train1~ 

may be r ealized a t leas t i mperfec t ly outs ide of Chri sti an1 ty ; 

and lastly, the ex t eri or manifesta tion of this mor al or r eli ­

gious i dea can eas1l y a s sume certa in common forms i mpo s ed by 

t he universa l similarity of man' s condItion and the na ture of 

t he sentiment s t o be expressed. 

'l'he pr eceding inquiry lnt,o non ... Christian a scetiCi sm 

ind ica t es tr.at t he asce tlc urge is not an anomaly peculia r t o 

Christianity but tha t f or a small portion of their numbe r 

as ce t1c pr actice s have existed among all r elIgions tha t exerted 

a cons i derabl e historica l inf l uence , and also among wI de l y, 

separ a t ed peoples . 

Tha t these re s emblances to Christian ascetici sm !tiere 

ch i ef l y externa l will be seen by an exru3ina tion into the spirit 

and pur pos e of the l a tter. 

"',,. ,~~ ~ ~ 



8 

Christi an asceticism may be defined as the pr actice 

of the evangelical remme-loti-on .required by Christian law , " 

or simply counselled as a means of at tai n1ngmore surely 

Chr istian per fection or of contri buting more effic aciously 

to the common good of Christian s,ocie t y . o t he Chri stian , 

ascetic ism 1s not the destruction of bodily d.es ires as some­

t h1na essentIa l l y evil , but r ather the, tran s f ormati on of 

the body into "an in.struL.'1cnt ormeri t a-no .salvation. U 2 

2 
Sister !A . Ros amond Nugent, Portrait pf t he Consecrateg 
W9man in Gr eek Christian Li terature or the Fi rst Four ' 
Centuries , 3. 

It 1s sometimes debated whe t her Christ Wi ttingly 

establi shed the a sceticism t hat Chris t 1ans have practised 

t hrough the centuries , or -;';hether he wi shed hi s words to 

be given a more f i gurati ve i nt er pretat1.on than the Church 

has accorded them. The question i s t oo vast t o be thoroughly 

explored here, but it may be -said that it is the teaching 

of the Church that one of Chr i st ' s pUT-ooses i n hi s lire 

upon earth " .. vas to p.olnt t he way t osalvat1on, that he hi 

self practised t he ev:.mgelical counsels , and that t he words 

of Chri st which have f ormed t he basis of Christi an ascet ici sm 

er e not uttered as ,'arables or fi gure ;,} , but as straight -

forward s t atements of f a ct . 

The 'state of Christian perfecti on requires the observ­

ance ot the evangelical counsels of povert y, chastity, and 

obedience . Wh 1le t he r e are nmnerous instances i n the life 

of Christ i n which he may be said t o have counsell ed these 

." ., : <~ 
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virtues , the i'ol lowingexamples seen to express hi s advice 

to those who would tol low hi m 'more closel y . 1'0 the r ich 

young man who inquired what was st:Ul wanting in o.ne who 

had a l ways kept the commandments , the Mast er replied , " I ,. 

t hou wilt be perfect, go sell wha t t hou hast and gi ve t o 

t he poor , and thou shalt have trea sure in heaven : and come 

follow ,me ." 3 

3 
iilatth . 19 : 16- 22 . 

.. 

On t he same occas10n the Pharisees quest ioned Chr i st 

concerning hi s t eachi ng on the subj ect of marrla~e , se para ­

tion , and divorce . When Christ stated unequivocally t hat a 

separation followed by remar r i age, or marriage wi t h a person 

stIl l boun-d by the vows of matrimony consti t ut e s adultery, 

the Apostles wit h t heir usua l naivete remarked that in t ha t 

event it was not expedient f or <l man to m.arry. And the gentle 

e hr1 st eXf)la ined , !l All men ta-ke not this word:, but t he y toO 

whom 1 t i s given ., For there ar e eunuchs who vIera born so 

~ r om t.heir mother ' s womb: and ther e are eunuchs who have 

made themse l ve's eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven . He t bat 

can t ake, let hi m take (1t) . ff 4 

4 
,LQ!d., 3- 12 . 

----------------.--------------------------.-----------------
'he words of Christ upon which 1s based the t hird er eat 

renunciation, that of obedience , are usual ly cons i dered to 

be t hose in t he Gospels of Sai nts Matthew and LuRe: fllf ooy 

.an will come after m.e , let hi m deny himself ; and t ake up 

c'.\'.··· 'r" ~ 
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his cross , and follow me . For he t hat w111 save his life , 

s hall l ose it: and he th.9t shall lose h is life f or my sakeA~ 

shall f i nd it .1I 5 

5 
ll>J.Jl, . , 16 : 24-25 .. 

'i'ha,t t here were virgins l iving i n A,postollc t i me s 

who had interpreted liter ally Christ ' s i nvitation to a 

s t ate of pertec t io'1 is proved 'by the sevent h chapter of Salnt 

Paul ' s FI J"st E~ls tle to t he Cc:rtnthj ens , where tbe saint 

commends virg:l.ni t y , counselling t he parent s of o virgi n 

in regard t~ her continuance 1.n t he t state . SomQ ".'1'1 ters 

have seen ev1dence of' a .mon3stie eleP.".ent 1n the Church of 

Jerus(~le:l during the f irs t years of its eXistence, basing 

t he .tr belief upon t hat pas sage in t he Acts of t he Apostles 

where the believers Gre sai d t o have bad al l things in 

c ommon, selling . t hEl1r possessions llnd divi ding t h€'Hll according 

. to need . 6 
b- ----- .-----.. --.--.-.-. -.-

Acts , 2 : 42 .. 47 . 

it number of e arly a see,tics dovoted t he1r l 1ves to the pr o­

mulgation of the Gospel , giving up their possessions and 

passing from one city t o anf>ther in voluntary poverty as 

apostl e s land evange11st s . 

In t he second centur y t he class of Christians s trlvin 

f or Christian per.t'ectlcm avDS named Uabst i ne ntsU , or ascetic s , 

and i n t his connection one recall s St . Justin Martyrt s obser-

,~ .. ~ 
.' 



vat ioD that Chr1stians were cOlll..'Ilencing t o abstai n from 

f l esh, wine, and sexual intercpurse. Together with St. 

I gnatiu.s and others, s t. Justin lauds celibacy as the 

highest state. Cultivating the pract ices of celibacy, 

non-ownershi p of pr operty, fasting and prayer, these 

f'abstinents" had a most pronounced desire for martyrdom., 

as witness the sentiments expressed by St. I gnatius of 

Antioch in his Epistle to the Romans, where he writes, 

"I am His wheat and I am ground by the teeth of beasts 

that I may become Hi:;; pure bread.1t 7 

7 
J., . B011and~. sand G. Henschenius, !,tt~a;;a~::l 
Feb., 1,28 , A.C. Flick, The Rise . b . 
Churgh, 204. 

11 

... . 

The second and thlrdcentury preoccupation with martyrdom 

may be noted in the works of Origen, that scholar declaring 

that the foremost sacrifice is that ot the Apostles, then 
-

that ot martyrs, and next that of virgins and the continent. 

However, Orlgen admits that the virgin's sacrifice 1s the 

one most holy and pleasing to God , provided that the virgin 

be unpolluted by pride, avarice, or sins ot thewngue; tor 

it her cha.racter is thus marred she 1s nat present1ng her­

selt as a sacrifice. 8 

8 
K. R. Nugent, on. cit., 13-14. 

Near the end of the second century the ttabst1nents" were or­

ganized by bishops into quasi-communities, and were advised 

,:.<:~ 

'i' 



"t,() '1l11~il~ tJf" '~ l\J~lct,y as illi:UC'b nil f'o~bl,e 'f Bud to ~,h$or."l<?" 1"~'" 

lAtlou ll{l!:"r!m g dr fils,; 11W1 rtl~~tt~t thoogb .,.t Ul C(llltinuing t ! .. , 

eastctl; of llVl-nt': 1n the n.;lf;lU<' their t~}Uics. 

At thltt begin.'q1ncr .,f talC t hird etm~, ril'~1fl$ Wt:lr"/ ~$-

. li1~ ~- i t!, @P'Cc.:lil1l cls~.G--; in the CLurcll, r~c(l.i viltg only a~lun 

bt3i'Ore- thu l!-.i t:'/ . lbe ('dtl'iC1.. of Good Wl'illQ-:;t tWU-t.iW3 thOlln ...t'ter 

tht~ l;Ort>:Jl"~' jI t.1re t1 'tiln;f o:i t.b~ ~iDts i Jlvok-ea thoSl togctkor 'l'l1 th 

111-:{Qt1". Imtic:atil16 ef t tllJ £'~~t "t,b,lt tltl~ ~~;~U$~ of Cb~ist 

~i#at ,r. ... tDQd in it"," U~~l ::$em?\'! i;:; ;)"" OO~t.rl;!>t1",. 

~ Vinin ~o ha.utJ:rok'~!l t}C1' \VtiI:WS J$:,oIJ fi:n ~~ ~til1.'l!lo"#,r; both 

<Jt . r.:.n~r:fk..n btrtl~d,l th·\) .G~wW tiUlt " vlJ"gilb c~<u"'0d 

~.T l1\'es ,.. !n eon tlt~ dire,,;.; ot 

'C.;,tfil"'l~.u. i1;W 'Wl~t. ~ue!l vJ'Jlld~~:nu •. do ';31tb wwldly ~.t tlnU 

liO ~ to Qf!,~<d ':hy , to' 

6 V1.~ein ~ii)l"O'.td y.:.tJi -bel' lwJ.r rlrEl:.o,~,,~ ttrl i f :.3hu h.!.<l 

{.., hU!'lob<m;l or w6r~ ~~u:ld.ne Qml? Vl:~g;'fi~ of thl~ !!I01·t. b.~<V0 d~11fMl 

ith lY1n~ ~ti%, tiyed. tlv-u- ~ir ~ith etl ~dult<J1"-

CUi.. C01~1', &ll'.l f{!~ no W~ .at e.tt..'ooiug 'fi~dlng~ , 'i1thcl"'{1 ttttft tza..--a 

··~.rt UWlOht.~t,$;;:::(flfvet's#l tlola~ lw. ~':Ulg trJ.ng~ 'l.a,-t~<!~tj, l ras ... 

t wl-.at ;;lhmUd ba tHid r:it vir,g1nu ..ne ~~c-ut Uie ~n t.>~tJw 

ud ~3.'!O.3titnt-@ ·to ltwttul as"a..} bodlc$cor.umel"tl.', wd 

tls\lt:/? 9 

~ 

_,I' 

~~--~~~~--~--~~---~----~ 

1.v .. ~,nr ltili2~ '" .9tWc i li !fl;...1",,14n! ne n~.t t;;.l Vi.~ 
,!:t. t7C~,. 

~----...-.... - - .. ---

,:'"~ ... 

12 
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I t is tl1;)"t !ruJ:'priaing,. tr..el'Cf()l'~' , tn., t trie clo>l~ of. tim 'third e~tu17 

wit~~ood tb>l beg:ictnl ng of I)~g!, n.lz~ eommunitio$ ot virifins , OUf) of .. 

the.lW bta1ng tl:J.a COi!lmlliU ty in. Uillch st.. Anth<~ plae~d fib tliwti.er to 

be w~h:t U, J irS" ~'f~it."¥f'u1" ~1l-kno'l'll1,d.rgins'.l,,; ~rtillffZ, roliw.ble 

~neh tliuthor ltq onel!U'.:t:r Christim; sl4cetieism,. ~~riZ'0s tlic .6$-

cetic Mv<tl0.munt of the tirzttbr.o0 centUl'i~~of tiro Chl'l~ti.~n {j~ 

lll l;t follo't1~: 

l'Depuis!~,ce ~J' Ar.tioehe. .)ueq,u I,ll. la f in du tJooishmo 
a1acla, 101$ a$'Ce~$ Cbl"!\>tt.60ns (tnt era ql10 1.r/ii1il" fOl1>kt 1i;Ut' 
ata1t J'01.llllil ("Jlrist . C' e "'t 9,.OUl' l'JUiYl'Ct'tOtI appel q;u ' i,l ts. 
amhru iHmt e'J e~nll."'O dl'i vb~ U I'i u .oo:t. d" 9,Ut~·c ~lG d~ 
vie ~ 1. ~ t\r...,nple " It 10 

-i6 ~ .. '" -... ~-.--~-'~ ... ,- -.......-----. .. ~ 10'."' .... ___ _ 

n:"r."uns tl
, r~~b.ol,~c .;':;;;";'J( ~:;-r 

_ __ ~_ i' ________ ..,._.~~~~-_"'!"_ 

In hb 5ympo.,itm. Wi ttlAfU by St. Mettioorus just b~ttu·~ the 

l~ce of the Chu:re!l~ th."1.t stl.int offftrS a r)Getic ~.polcg!f for vJ.rgin-

i t;{ i n whicli h$d~clar(Hi ti:1;!;t tha ,¢hoil" oj' vireine t'l'i~lt~ <'> yhce 

(;if closest P'l'o.'\~imlty to Chrht" !'linea its ~bt..,rl$ have sr~duZ'ed P.. 

mal't,..~!!1 ) fWt tot' l'l. ifIlQtlrent of: t :inlt.il lmt trh%'ouRMut thd l" live .. ". 

thece .. ;mUoo of P.-;l"tK'4'JUt-ion in the fOllr th celltlU'7 brought 'Wit h it 

IlWfl.,V CQnV'~iolw to {..",brj.~tl~nity and a eOUil$qUfmt. r eltU"At:.lbtl ot 

1ll<'mUfil'S wM.eb M~cl'~Uilted mal"k~ eh~1l tn CIU"i!>tian disdpli-

nar y .tali U.er s •. U>stj. tbe Cbl~ m~>:lod. aWictl'Jlf rule of' Uf'~ 

upon ,:wcat.l.en &00 'lTlrg! na :Uiord to jJ1"otect tOOm frOf.!l lmnCC~}B-

'!!r~ cQnt;r;et. wi tb. p!!~n vieo; ~eco1MS1y ~ r!lQ~l'Qhislll ,fllG establ!·ahe(ol 

in the tcUl"til ct'ntU'.t"3'J an .m .st i tuticm if;i:40oiJ~ d(W01o~nt ~'ts like-

." >:.,,~ 
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nnO &J1:ii:va tc'i l F3gely m dee-ira to 9~1)6 "the en~l:Vat1ug .forces of 

~gt;n1~1ll . 4J It !:is the op i n i on ·of Dl'. n r scb th~t i t tml$ i'rom the" ,; 

t"OUJ).d4 t l "ll\ .G£ .n~c-et.ie life in the Clu-btt nr:t e~mutu."ti{)' .. of the 

ftl'st t.l~, eenturlo~ " ~nd under the 1nfl~ of social ~tll!;l 'It~".t.ec1all¥ 

re-lif;io\l8 £.;;.ctoru ~'f'hicb ~de tiltlmtJelvf:$ fel.t. (lflpe-ei 11,. in t.heO't'itmt~ 

the't. 1ll\ms~hism dftY~Q1,;ed .in the fourthfintUl'Y. 

ii 
~ __ ~~ __ ~k.~~. __ ~ ____ ._~ __ ~~ __ ,,~~~~ 

~;. R .. ~. $l~!~ £U • • S. 16; Josoblb C~¥"d1n(l1 nai"~tJler:l , 
~~ det t;l~1nen .~~~lsbtq. 1.1369. 

1:7: 

TNt lldddle af .~ t hird eent ury $IH'f the c't"eatioo or 1,;, t\8tr ty;",e 

of 46C,(ftj,clma, rut~lY (t:ncliOI"et 1am, or ttendt Ute f!:t:io~.<tm'l f,Qr the 

pnrr;u1t of Chtisti&n 1Je'r'feotlort.. Our llwvery eoureeG for thb rom 

oJ~ lAllcetiei Slll a:re llW-s:t ~!uhle f"o:1' i t il dev610pment in "f;gypt. L.savitlg 

t heir f~lie.s, many lA5ca ttcJ! ~nthdre7f to solit.'i t""J' pJJ.tCCE).1l nc?~t' tba tr 

v!lleg\';s , tlt't.(i ~ th& tllOutitAinS ~ d~G'er'ts .or 'fl.WP't. St . I"a.u.l tht.~ 

h01'l'id t " .~ t. i'l\\l'f!Qll~ of t.he anclrori t~$Jr yrob.'!tb~ lived: in ~ Q.t.l'ufJri 

iuN()l"thanl Fgpt 4mn of the Nl~. 

l.'"t 

'fmmty 1"001"3 at'ter Feul . St. .. Ant.hon1 nthdTmli to t be Qiit30r t 

tor the y'lU'Dutt of 1'tE'~t1e pr .aotl entt.. lloll t l'tlly th(i rQligi.~ma, U~fl! i tS 

vital thing, mmaitiva to Uh' lllgblg u£>eds qd Bbl~~ to nd.$.$! t i tself' 

to thoG0 n.,~1& U ~t$1ct thi!. t ~ thin f1ny Ye1J(r :a atlOt.h.w s tgnifie:.nt 

dev~lo!*unt. oo<!oceUl"l:'OO: 5,t .. J.il\thorort a· ei:l'tabl1shment 01" ~ Sl;JSi-

erem.1 t,lcal life wt'J..ch c6nte.ined wi'thi n U Sot'le element~ of the lde!" 

oonob1t1tm. St... Athz"'lfU~1lUi Nl~te$ that, f.Mny fiem t.R to tnt'bl.myt~ 
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datlort fll~' 1:; an!! ,bu~tr.«l b1m to Ult>t;t'\l.'Ct tl}ef;,. in the ucctic 1.:U'<:l ; 

'"~ er thc~ 'j(:.eiding to l"et';f;:.in i n the floutel" ~t::,i»~ , "b~.6 
..: 

Ant 'haay ~~lodlcally tnatruo~ ti\U0),. I t 1$ to no.'~ t.h:l t the 

organi.:.-mtlon wid-on Ah-tllDf)f -a~~$ ~l1ed u ' 'to dll:'llct W.a ~pl.y on 

of Gl,irltunl. gnl~l'1eQ,J tl~eh llWllk OO1ne tb,';1 arb!t.0V at bi,; O!im aecetie 

p1"' et1e~,. _nd e ant.:1.tt>.dng Ii 20l1tnzy l iro in 'b1n O~ cell. 

u -
me: ;"arl'l&m~ gr Gf!:;:rten 01 W IT,nlY li'llthe:t;lb E. A. 'T o; ~ .. Ht:.dgc; , (ad. ) . 
~,~ . , • ,', ,',' " J; U ~hrigit$ ~9Sl".enl 

1'btl ¥11i§., l:atelU by St. I.thtI.nallliw will 00 dted lah&:t:'t in, 

CQm'!ti.ct iM 'lfd,+.,h It.~ iutlu.ence upon the dtiJY'elo~eut of wllt.um ~nfu:tlci~ .. 

At. thb ~i.ntt ho~~:::,,, i t ~ 'bo. O'bs~nad ~t tt c'Oun~l ~hich 18 

fr.mi1.1t}l' to ever;rrel1gictl.'; of am;' Olit) WI" tnnt 00 found in thi J! p 1o Ut.I.., ' 

~_t'k fJll tlle aotll1Gtle, l:t£e.f 

14 

lOUgh tllakiag t!. ~elnl1iug&d1y let. us :U!:Cl'f!! so 
our ~.;!!'1l6a~~u. 4$' ire ri.ee day by daT, tW nhoull 
t.b1nlt thllt. .lfe &hall Mt tl.b1d'Otll1 -ewnif\g; :tnd 

~'lcin, TJb(+n tlbcut to 110 dotm to ::l~ep~ 'fro Ghould 
tMt1k tm t tt~ SMU not. d~ ill? .. tt 

St . Atnr.kMs1\lS; "Ih '9Uu,Ple .H:i.elij'l~ 'J.'Qd P9ddi~pme, 'Ftt,tl"!sl'iJ iI 
CXWal1 ~Qrie~. 4;2QO...::ro1. , 

!be, 13«tJ1~ral1littet!l. Ufo uat."'1blbhctd llf AutbetrJ l't'-s:ched f .. ~.· 

fJ:'0 "tEtst tle-'Velo~t b the ~sort$ of Nttd . .G tU'ld &,m·te, In t he reGion, 

O!t Al cnmil1.,f, . f!lo.m Butler el!'~1ts &8~1~1.'l uit h. lm'ring~f>'t OOll.lPlGt el!' 

:;cpr(wued thtil pbU(;)s.o.pl l;Y :of J.ntatti:6D ta'Ollacbl.Ut:ri: Ut t wenty-tour eonf'er-

~tl.C~~ ,wU tlfld Coljlrt1i-!l<M., which pr &t3eni. tbe rea:fl(m~e~ $UPl'lt,}se{lly matte 

by Pl"~t ~ of thO$tl d A<kll'WJ to ~uo!jt.itm$ ~r()~ to t.'1Q~ by 

,-.1' .. ,:-~ ~-, 



Ca.fi!.lilm .md bi$ frieud" :;m Q llved 1n Scat-e ~~l)n .:')00 M d 6.00 J • ., 

r 
"" C 'f"·l· ' ' ~t. .t:: .,.: ..... , .. _~'" 6 t ... g,t,. d~.". "''-'''' 

~-.----------~----------------~-----"~~----~~------~---
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" 

In 'tIho t i Nt e<mf~:ucu Ji hbot no~aa mqx~undl3 hlkl' V113W5 eonc~rn-

Wfi the ! ,.1l'..ed1nitg en~ ~ g001 ot t;.. NligiGus., 'Ill t;t.n> .. ;:rte end ol)v1ously 

oolng too tlttA1Msnt '(If llaawn.. flmt QbJ~t}(lt - ~r~mMll $nnct ,...fic@t'1c,\fli ... 

b tho ant.ivo of d l fl8eeUC tmrks:~ At this i)().1nt ,1t b 1ntel"lf~tintt ttl 

~the th.'it t.h(){M~; ~'1"iHt'tiC'H~ ""h11;$ ar~} <!Ol'ilI~')nly' tho~t to Qt:u»t;it:ut !l> & 

m~Of' ~:rt of tl mGnk'~ life t'.iN, l'<f1llkcd !ut rileeo~7 in the lmtunl.fln 

~Qnw;e: 

16-

'w,t"h$.flt1 t.h1n:gu ~elt, are of ~~ond" 17 ~rt.r.:.ne~, $leh 
~a, t~,ot.1nc" vijtUs, w1thdrr~wa1 tr~ 't.be, ";m-ld , mcd!­
tJ~t.inn 00 r'IC1·1ptu~Q. i'ie Qught to p.ri\.ct1c~ ltit'n ~ vimt 

' to cut' uitl ilbj.eet .. .1" e .. #, purity of ~t" Wil.l:1\ 15 
obAn't;y, $lld ~ ~bt. not Ql\ thfiu' oocouot i!) artTe 
~'mq tbls tl'~!J'} ~.ef' tcw lUI: lq1iJJ bl$ l t l$~t1U 
tOUllld ttl un ln~ct mv.:l UI1bn,li"L'ttl'd1l we gb&ll not be 
hwotr it t'itlY of tb(ttb~ biliet n-e 0'£ soco.n~~l"Y i~ 

'llloe a l'e ~i&~ls,l"rlly o:dtted,. " 

.rohn ea~ld.~.n. It'l',M tknt~:'leIlCftf1;" I;! '1b1 !~~eMfll-!J mg!Q-netm IS"~·fh 
~5e.t'l~a. 11:29'1-298. ' 

_. 

It is ~,t1~~ d..,bI~tll'tl wh&t~ ebai~l ty' O'r l.awili ty 1~ th~, 

tV$at~1l" Y1l"tue. In 'the f~t~enth conf'(l'l,\'~mcu Oasd."ln l'.as !bOOt 

lieata,f'Qa. spet.k o\s toll-owa; 

~llV ~tol"t't i~ ibn mbt tlUm$ Oot all virtUO!} 
it b the ~url}5t .foundation of Ule he.av~tlly buUding. 
it 1$ tb,~ apeci~l l'4'rt ~ltmdtd "1£t of' the St"".,d:,oU1",...., ... 
Jl'o.r nb·en ae ~ .t"nt~ to thc ta ther ,. P..- firElj';urGd Ii 

'(> ton »oofik" nl~ ",Ul l!llld l eft t hl.s to at'S dblc:\p.lt'l8 ,: 
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' iJi, new ccr.r",,,,.e.M~ntt . 5 iQ.He" tgiv41I1 unt;o :rmt t hat. 
yo love (in~ -nno'the;f'~ ~H'I I nave lo'V~d ),,<iU,. S,o do .Jl!: 
,lllSQ 10v6 l)nc aJltrthert ' ..... ~nd tbb i t is Q'l')li"tcin 
tl14t nona bQt tbe meek !:nd hwnble enn kOOp . 1i 

Ib~~a. 448 

17 

" 

. - .-.------~. -.~ .. ~~-. -. - . .. ~.- _.. -.--~-~ • .. - - ,. -- - .~.~-.. --.------- -
UowtWO'l" t Pnll:.tdt.us e~& to ~iva t'l !ll~re vl",1d, (!esor!.,Ptit":>ll of 

tho elS.;'1:'l1 monks t bb'n C~H~.:d.nn,. lIe PO$~tl:lE)S U.l~t Utel"ltlry' t".l"t 'Which 

e.1'm~ ha tn tt f -ew !NOrds ~ dopict. the apb1.t tOOt 4.tnin.etodthofJ0 

.!O~~2Nl lll11d entl\)16a ttlem, by their O~ ooocl"VI'ltion Rud ex,periment, t o 

tfIl01V6Bp1t'1tual. principlel:! f .. hieli llJi'a tau.~ht in tM ru;1Y'1Uat i}d 'Of tllle' 

ptte$Mlt day. It wa.c 1n th0 course of th~ Jl';()nkz l visita wit h t;}'ftO 

tlQther tor tho f.'UrpotJo oz' :dtaeu.md.ng t.he Gp1rl:tuiU l:i:f& tllttt /Such 

\ltterli\.nOI~$ x.a tilt> ioll o'lling oecurrtJd.: 

18 

"Abba 1lo.se$ mltrent.ed A~ Zec.hc:rl.$.h,. sqing" fSponk 
a word ot' consolat.ion URto the ~~n",ff s.lld Z~h", l"lM 
t ook 1i18 01011lk , rmd laid it hmleJ.i,·t;.b .l;d'$ fent f s«I1 inth. 
ib oe-pt 1:t1M.l} l e t l:d&selt ~ tr0<iitlen Uf.!Otl. tlnlGl' he 
(l;wnot 00 ~ !(lonk ... '. " 

BilSMP l~ll&d1.lni. ufh~ ~tng}} of' the Futbwa, .ul',be ~ra~ 
Pt & rdm rgt ~ l1pf.1J1Mheri. h125 

~ ! 

Cone.t'lli»g tl:w :JOs~&':Hdtln of ~ks: 

19-

IlAbbeL 'l'heodolt~ of' Ptr.'t'la pil)'$se$sed OONO boiaut,1tul bno'k~1' 
Ol.fl'il he want to Ab~ iihcnriua l>nd add unto hl~:, tF.(I.1';1:ulr 
I have thI'ae- beoklll" a.tri l Rai n profit t'1"om them; tell 
me, now, IffhRt ;s~n ! Q.o mth thew? ' And t he old 

l.l~l\)l'er6d tim! vitoid~ JAl\leetic .k.~J."s et"e ooll!.utltul , ' t:ut 
the ~ l\e!!t of th~lI all 1$' yol u;nta.....,. ~verty,,' It 

nt~ .. :ss 

.' ,(.:~ , 



On nne occAsion fcul' monlw c< ~.~~ to Abba ?m.tbe 3lv.l:rec.ountOO :tl1el'it!' 

Vhl"i ous lJor-k, to him. the :fil;"~t 4ecl:nrlng t h:nt he tasted oft f!!l1J the 

1)~tid, tb...~t M lea 8 111e of poV01l1'tY i tha tMrd, t!l2J.t hlil pcl 3£ tllHtOO 

p,o 

t love. Of the t<nlrth, the Qtlwn 00,1d, 

f.t ' lIe bath b"sen 1n $1bjecUou .tc> th~ a ltl men f or 
t.wunty- bo )Tool's .. t 'l'h~n Abba raJI'll» add unto tt>Em!.,I' 
~ .. ,.t'f.he spiritual a!toGUen~e of tl:ds I<li!lfi 15 ~t\t 
'tach of you hflt l'l chosen tho a.scoUc'i"UtI.lo whleh 
'lim posStHlisetb. according to h1$ Q,Vtn lrt. tih , but thi-$ 
man 'bath C1;tt of t fib ·own d~31ref' f'.M hath ~t<fo~d 
the: \'ti ll ef o-tfu;l'$.. ' 

1»1 .... :)5-56 

18 

It ~'fn$ ·:,,:bo'utth~ Y>El~!r $.6,. tl6tU"ly t'U'teen Y\lu!t';fj tift or J.nthotlY 

eO.Mm1~ to ~ .spirl t m.l fa tt:U3.l' {')f n ~~i-eOl~,\tUJ.ni t;.v of" ~nk5 in tko 

llorl!:i ()f 1!Q;~ that i'ft~lOll'ftU{l ·a'llftabl1:s00u. bb tnontH;'~r.y fiDl"th 'Of' 

,; 

The.befi in '&.Qu tbel'tJ Egypt. By the· end or t.il.fj tOl'1rl'.b ¢en~, P'I1.1Uidiu s. 

tf)8't.1t1.r.e~ , tb~{"Q ftot'e ",,000 P&Obm1l1.u1l ~nk~,. 

-"1 
~). BardMhel'ltn" f ~Vs211)S1ti1-. ~5 j m~st.lcbfl1.. ·" tllt.W;,Ue . il)}vS}!sa'-" 
@tin ; E. 0 .. But.ll'ilr. op-. pU .. 525 

In tbee~nte:~ of a hichotdan l!IObastet';1 ua s t UQ ~lU'eh, 'linn 

i n ofihe.r 3ect.:iQua Wi';};'rt) Uteoon.,. $tormroom, llb;rary-t and 'irotltr)'",_ 

Ni -(;JUS -saparn t e iwu$.e re n'l'ovidt<d 1'0'1" too vad.oU's gl"OU}!1$ o£ 

Ql't;£t smon into whi:eh 0:1;. - , ~~1 ty 'fIIs.s iii vidtild. snd tn sa llere eell., 

for tl'm~y-f!()ur ~s Wit h la1l'~e ~fl1$ fur llG.ili.ot!1b ll" Md. NCl"€!fttion • 

. , 
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, ... in the Qot'Wl.1t .. ,~.f ill 'which P(whc!!t1u.s dwa1t t.he~ \f1itl"O 1300 L'lOW> 

in the other ~fi;~t9t'1eS" ll:om finfl 'to tlu.-eEt ~(Jd iJl'!~nll:$ .. .i 

" 

~--~-. -.-----~ 

P~p.» the homm diMl;lln.s ¢lUl be oo.e-nb~t by c,}.llsittering 

t h8 s lied Rul e of .Pfi.chornLus.. {tlfo."j(,l"ll \?$Ugioull .muld l'4'\~dly t.~'m 1 t 

Rule tor .f~~ euid'tooe , but l" ,tuel' tl ~et c.f t'ugul$tions f-C'>.r ~n 

tMtittlt.iOll .. } It ts v.ery' Ill" .!)'l, cOlltdm'ng o~ ~k ~rovb1(}n1J , one or 

1~teneos :t.n l-ength , t'!~ f'i~$t e<±' whleb til th~ :lost ni~ifieant. 

~J 

tltet evel.7 m!\itl ~ t .and d:rlok iffien5ot}v~ he 141.abatb" 
id .:teJ .. ~rd1ng to t hQ 3t~~th or t.hoae 'ltho ~t t!;llI3. 
~1nk 1mpooo ~,t'kf and ti~u .. uLl:t l;"e.atr4i.ntbalil 

. tlGltlW:t- rri)~ e; .. ting 11M!' fasting... lfurt.homM"o" 00 
those t1ho h 1"a 8 trolltr thou $&11 t impnJa(!, l'>e'VOl"EI labours ; 
:u d u.;cm th'O{ttl tdl\) a re o£ inter1»1' stl'engtb ~nd upon 
thO$[~ 1Jho r~18t th-r;;u~lh'itlt 1m,ll!Jilfl light ~OOtu>~ ~ It 

'allailu.s, ru'b .. dt., 144-145 

. ......, 

li~re, U ~r1.n 1~ se1'lll~ ttj.()re is no ~t~pt to r !!'t{i;:u18tt' l"0,gnrdwa .food 

~nd ~:b."1nk, but 6'Ye?!'V f'sc1l1tt i s offe:r~d rot' the l"uU'H1..rg;ent ')1' il'ldiV'-

i<5.unl ttbhe13 in t b-e tlil.t tticr. tn fa ct. PiIllladiut; 1"t}l~t9'ff Um.t ~ottm 0.£ th~ 

monks t o('}k, of f ood :(.lntlfa t.J. w0lThk , o~rj$ f)r>ce .a d~>,y, a 

often,. llWftln being s.e .. · thrice daU, lind ~nco in thll .ovanil\£.... And 

&11 tilts 'lfit.h 1 &10 ~onkst 'fltf) l .l:l:PGsit ton of l~boUl" i s 1;, 11.>0 Q:£ intel'ost .. 

tor it. 1<;1 Ind1¢ativ$ or t M r adiool e~e in t.bc n:ttiuw.a tllli"U'd trork 

which diiltinguia}lfl>8 Autonil'.n. fr'o:rt i'ncl~m.11n ~nehism . :tn the fomer,. 

tlIOl'k usn undElrtr~n to w~ply ddly lh.')w.ie or to s.t~ t~o !5tUiM could 

. ~. , : '(~ 
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hot b,w u~ in lW:'Y'$l' or SertptuN rea~1n8. But 1n t.h$ .:'aeru)ttUlIn 

",z ste;a w.,~ "He :l 
')roduc~ 

e~en t or its ~wn ooka" t~t'l,t . t'J.I'):1~ \'m.S :iuoel"- .' 
flUoUtl 1"01" the lIIDlma"tie 'b1~al bai~ dvon to the ecnwtd. of nuns 

tlmt & chot'd.us ~h t.'!t'bUM<c-Q:. 

24 
lOUt ... .i.40; ~ C. Butl.er" gp. eU •• S24-S~S ... 

It seems as i f the HUidlng pri.nei p-Le • . t)~ Pfi.chou!u$ 'I'R.\ S ·to },ro-v1/.lo 

·condiUooIJ in en tAla 1nd1vldn-al oonkoight :t'ue to tiv.::t i1egrGo G,f 

Metftielflflt wMch M billigolf denroo.. I s not t.hb the a'lde1"lying tl'~ 

of th6 l10l"\!B of th~ il;UZ~ to !)&~U~" f.G r eport!.id by ?el l::.d1.u$? 

25 

"Unto 'the r;ori'-cct n<.t l r.tf Wnisoc-wer 1u lai d do~u. 
oocsuS/& t hoir mind 1$ r, t all ~son:s t.iccupietl '!Ifi th 
God,; but. this I n':f u"ieh I l're.v~:U;la UOlffl ftlr tJ!.Q/$e 

. ..,ill) bQve not !1. pnt':f~et. tciOO 1.5 lalit Uoml fot" th~,,. 
(1 that u.lt.hou~;h they tult:l.l.:t (iUly sucb Wnc~ as 
%'fI ;'l"(H~01'1bct1 bw ttla Cki:'l1:rJ£illS ~, enn ~WqUi.N 

oJ)eWlitS$ of f~C:e' .1t 

Pillndlus ? on., t;(j. *'1&:1; 146 

In plll"suattee ofthb t}nplia c'Ol'i£ru3d" it WliS P~choInius ' i;¢'lctie 

b G<V6 iln ~btmoonce of f ood C OOKed Q.!li Jy ",nd &Qt. hetON his II;On~ll ,. eo 

t» WoP tho l~' Pl"f. c.t iee of ang,'tj.Muee Imd ,eelf-'t'bstra int. they tllght 

-nl.fteh ~ htShQ%' degree ef :$i,:ix'l tf.k"il (OOtell~ !~ee t>i-e- S~ ~ t the 

ISjih lt. o£ Pae~n tu;:csUe$.sm t'4tS netfnt' ~'Ml'V~ froll1 thtt t of. t.tl, 

cbQ~itos, -wrl1O Gat. tOT' thalnsclvoa goeJ.s of 1nd1vidud eMf}i,IVor.. A 

fWi'thcl' t}~f tb:l t Pecho!:>.1an mQn~$t:ic1$l'a wc.e wR~ely the 1'ilt::.l dovalo", 

mentQf mi:l1v1m:wJ. & !Se~Mel$tll is the f fJot tihfo1t af'tSl' sl!lfficitmt diS\':ilp-

... ''' ... 
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11ru::ry to~t1QJl, tl~e monk J>:roved h i :)1 forvour lr.r a:dOpt,1J:lg tile .$-oUt..'!l'Y 

Ute. " 

26 
"nto fule of l-"eMZUUS, II ':3I.t ,F'S,r{.i~i{)!l Ol' G.rtrgt.tn p.r. :the llgli hther ih 
1.~292) 1tB&l1g1ous tifo u Qathol1.c ]inP\WPWj;j .. 

ligri.>t $ 8. a :a 1t ~rc" t he ~&e~~d of ~Gtic:1$j;1: tlJ:ih~e$ 

from about 250 until 400 A.D.,. V.~.8 u'lvel.opOO too ~lld-"1;t'~:.teti~l 11f07 

aa taught l:fr St. Ant~;: :md :l. nr,.ac0:n't ceoobiUc-t.l lUo ul\v;i~l" t!u~ 

dbACticn of ?aebom1u.~. Af'wr l'<>:;mchlng a: bigll ,po-tnt ot ~rtth aoout 400 , . 

mOM l!ltieiStU rodrlbit ed ~t tcnd~meyoo <Y£teft r~l"k~d tn the h1g,ttJry pf 

c1vil:t~t1(ln .'bi>the t act t.btl.t s.t t his point th!ll'8 begml a dt'l~:r oE 

'I!rofi::ltchil'W in t he laud .of 1:tI:> ori~, .~ ttl:) turther dev-eloPl/lent in 

t oru:bm l:1n~g., 

1£7 
E .• C,. Butlel', .01,. eit.., 525- 52.6 . 

T~king l> kInd ot binl' fJ tJrfo vfeu of the m:m:tfl" one not.os t hJ'<:$ gref'.t 

prop,ngattn"s of Egyptian ml'l$lci.;i ",m to too }k U tlt 3nd tM 1' ... tin We~t, 

nrull61y : st .. BaSil, St . At.hf;;.f\l'is-ius , e.nd ~un. Boeau~ th~ tlootd-

butiull$ of St.. lkisll ... ~re Vrob>:.bly nt::)St r~iear;..t for the l.!I'~T hi!ltor:! 

of 'Q0&tern I:lODnatle1S1!l_, his contrIbutions to the esceti¢ lUe 'ltU J. 1>0 

oon.s.ldCi!irOd t1xosi.-. 

Pl:l3~ing OV~l' ~ i dylllc youth 01' St . Basil , hb ettt'lj in.'trc-

dnctlnn to h:l~ s ?iri tuallty j . 1;)M hls GO'i - g1WD rr~1ZenatiQf;) o.f: 

4tmmlS I i 'llCOl"PUt"8 13ttaO", one finds him ill ~5'l. journeying to %;rpt , 

Palailtine. O11"i&, and K~t.J!mctamfl 1.n Qr dar to obsa·rve the OGoetic lire 

.' .1" _~ .. ,:.~ ~-~ 
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in: thol\'!.& b.ttrls .. BB-turnihg 'to fltttl~ll'oo. In $$0,. &sn. t.ogethfll!' with 

tbe i'rtoM ~o 16 lmoY>'l1 to history 819 St.. Gregot71 ~21m~en, ;oo.8~>n tIj 

tuU':ill a r esolution t<lndo durln~ their Iltudent days in At.he.na , 

w1thdr:r, '" frQ1l4 W florId. thougb U<n/' \ho l?bilof.fop..'dcal outlonk \'nUl 

b.'ibly :l'UbUm&t~d in t lloi.r :youthful trl.ndn in. tavol" of tl, l?r u-t'mmd 

atbir a t1o:n tor Christian afJe~tlclsla g~sd by thab oix.erv ... t!·oo 01' 

,nastle1mn in r.gypt ani!; the NIl}-3l" It''.&st,. On t be' bftnIts l..r tho rival,' 

" 

Irt~l, near NeQCIi$ in ?ontus, &3'11' ll' sylv!lllh6r.mttagc g.n.4Ul1l.ly b<;J .. 

C~r.J..(J & q Wtsi,- lltOl'ltl.st t'ilj" t:¢lr the fiJiPC~tiC6 et Pontus I'U'li:! C~Pf'l\\d.oc1t1 . \'i.OO 

l.n :562 ho '>'Bill aei.:nolliladt;,~ &.5' their l(P'Aer.. In $65 . ., the l\ltU:nt, oov1t:\i 

f'onm!a wd the ~in autlinoa of & aUUtUi ltV->-nfu~tlei.$c, left hitS Pontie 

~'t.t'&:" t to ~k. l.in. ac tt vo P<iU"t. 1.!It tU0 sGnlc.$ ot tho Chuve}}.;. 

28 
J. Cof~rl"DJ;"l, St. ,&,1;111 . th.? r,rt.tetf W t.h (?n . ll'!nglbh, 'l'.:ransl~tlf«n. 

2J. (Inwoduction), IU: Lett&r 225; 'If. K. L. Clarke" g't., BI'i.:d ,)" th . 
grn;\t,. 44 §! fieQ . 

It 10 tlltU .. :e tiP{cM'tmt t hnt ~ Cbl et source- ot &611 *s $7$teJ 

s not the Ant<ml ... n .tnOnDehism ·of n()i~ F~l;t, but t ,hl!)- l'e.e!lOll:ll tlll'l 

.sye~ :tu prtlct.:1eed at '1'IlbemtalJ\'l$ and P4>rlm~.s its &:ugbtcr institut10M,. 

for "~:111Rl) m·jrulaUcism is l#hcl1y cenobitic" W'btl.e ,the ~~Gticis~ of 

nQrtJllu:-n ~~>t ii~ therl~M"&s:t _5 highly Ql".$;,ltlc'. Howcvell" , tha.l'E! 

nre grea t d1ft'arettca:s bet~n the ?ooh~n !11M lJasl11,.n 1~1f), Qne of 

the mo~t .s1gnificant being the t n.et ~;t Basll ~eclM'~ the ~jl&:do:rlti 

of the eo:nobl1t1e OV~1t th,eerell:i1ti:c fo-m 0.1 M coti(d.SJ!!... It td.l1 tle %'O-

oolled that the Egyp.tia.n monks cous1det'ed life in eom-:.nn1 ty a aor e 



~,lii~t'i."'~tion /C"$ the ~~N p:$if'i'f,}ct~) l1fe ot too h~'Mi t . 

29 
, . . ~ 1 . - . • 

fl,.~.L .... ~r-kI!!J J' !r.\. eiit .. 4f<r 12ti; IlJid ,.,\J' l'll~ A&,¢~tie ~"'r:ka (yl, St " 
&!jIU . 1£)5-166.01 

23 

A vbl tor to mana.aw l"las of t~t3e two) .ty'?OJ) wo~ pweoobly tind, 

thiiJ .t\tost Stl-1Ul)g dif'r~e ~t;1J~~ tha.m to be th~ nU!'~r at' inl'lnbi wnts 1 

PnCM~, M M$'tOt'.l <}13 bt;)l!'Soo fl:'tl1l'l 100 to roo ~luti Dr-,.:;lllan Cl!rnvtmt~ 

~.g.1Q~.l$Uy, only tJU'l1'ty <Or fox-toii" l'ell,g16us.. A t b,tNl ~ef!t n ffl)NlleJ'! 

1" ~b.Q flt\'l'k~ F~#f>'trru;,nt. of 1tl!i1'l1iduallm n16eoo .oIl> hl.l:l r~l1si~un by St. 

i!kaU. t\s eor~pa3"'l3'd w1th tbel"W t1.Vii1 !"niOOO$ fW$il~3~\~d, by fuclw.r;d,;!;tXl gl"%>u p a • 

. -w i "' 

/5.0 
I' ... K ... L .. C1Q~kf!l . haii." as and 111. 

kif'fi,el' U.. ~omfitl€ genJl1Tlil,!. c-o~i&en of the (levf}l()~~t$ Q-f ' 

the ~~t1c tr.ad.1ti:Qtt made by mo~ f'a &I~n., tbe pl"'l (l~1eal 

fl.()h1evemnnt~ (,If &'s11 i n the fi~·ld, of lttO'M,sti()i;>m --:1 b6 c tlns,1;i('{:reQ i n 

~.~ detlJ"U" Ok'li'ke {tI"-oul'S th(!I:'I' Wii~rtf)\1ll! beru!iftgS "" l1'1!"{ft~ &gll 

~fAru~e4 t he atl(:oOioic ::U.f'~ 'Ifflteh ~$&lr~dy m e::ltb f,Qnee in PQntulii ill\'3 

OIap'~&1cia, bUt, bad o~ -tw;o tl,specU,. nru:ro11,., tibe e~Um.te Ute it! tlxl 

1'I'odd 46votad t,:" pr .ayel' erod gQOu ~orl<'.u , t.::. i'I\ tile $oU~ Ufe... St .. 

Gr~ Ruta·nSM, ·U'QntQS~S iiib~t b~ ~ouJ.~ haw &60,Pt ed t hGl e,n,,'1!l! tleu 

l1fe" had it ~t n~~.uaooted M,s' l!'Gno~1nn ~m(l~d! .stUd:tes, nm he goo$ 

on to extol. &ill. i'o:rbnvibg 1nfjtltut~ if;a middle ~ betm4!l'4'l tho two 

extrerw,f,IJ,.eombllling 'the. eD9llelt~ of ;bQt.b",-.It 

51 
l;bla. 46 , 5S. ,aal! 115. 

r~~ ~ .. 
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Ful'th~, l1aG;tl foundrld a q&t0t'< or ~oublu montu~tcd(js 0:£ man ll.OO wurzen, 

"Or ~ho!Ji} h~ c~d wri te proudly in l ,]5: 

lit dedm Y"u to kuo~ tlmt ~ boast of bAying ~ 'hoIV 
Q£' ~n. rmd lli"O~n WRo,sO eomre,!,8~ t..icm is in het"vo:n, 
~ have ertleif'ied their flQah wi th ito c:t1"OCt-i(llW' 
and deeire!) ~HThn1r eautna do Ubt. .,rocl.nim t be wurk$; 
of ~an " but they aing lqll1rUJ to. our· Godun¢e~ain&l1'. 
ltlU14'J tl'lQ tlOel'k witb t.hell" 0"'1:1 l:u:.t1dt) that '\ih$Y ~ 

.V6 $OrJe'thing to share '>Jith thuoo .~ have need", II 

~,~~",,---~_~ __ ,_~ ---......o... . _ ._~_._._~ _,._"'-. __ _ ~ . _ __ . ___ --=----'-'-~_ .. 

. ~~ 

St . &'/,'1:11. "2 l&!Ctfl,rm' IU. Le tter 001 • 

.... ___ ~_._. _ _'_ •• ~____'__ ~_.~._~. _ _ ._~ _ _ • _ _ _ ,~ _ _ . __ _ ,_ ~ .• _ _ • ____ ~ _ _ _ .• _ . __ _ , _...I.... ___ _ _ o .~~_ 

11 e:econd l'.!ie~fJJlll,li~'t~nt o-f St,~, &011 w;l sthe ti'1;dun4tlon. O-t 

.( 

indb1dual tfltlifw~:ltiae. CiubsUtuting i n theci r !J}teae intomddi{3ciplin0 

"'Ad tb~ £atigueot l a:Dol'iollS dutw$.. Ono can ,!I\U"J.'ii.a.e ·tho s trun: ph\C:~d 

uponcm.d tY' by the dw&llulg ti1lfet bel." of tM.~ or ff'l.:rty r/Jl1giou5 .~ 

,d in f.stt,U" 2:2. wbic:h i s a ~YJl1i.")Qslum of &'fJ11. t s v':,v • .':;S on IOOmAot.i.c Ufe, 

oo~ fimhi tbtt is'niltt. dewt.1ne mQ:ral$~n1-tt<>.'tl.e to th.esubj~t off"r;nt~d 

charity tht.n to mlY other, r(JIquir~ othb lllOU:k.s the ~st 4~dtH pr~­

Uce of the virtue.. :trt i'l'C-cep't. 157 of' t ho tonU,er Ra:ios , too ~tmk is tol d 

t hat he ehould aeco~t the wClt'k ns-aignl'ld him; the m ilner und s pirit in 

wt>..1ch tlw wMk ia to be pertnniod are u ,Go vrescribod.. i'~ting ahotil<l 

not. 00 such as to 1ntcTf-e~ :with t.M ~onm.noo at m1l"k .. 

5:S 
Sist er M~ G~ l~hy,W. gU . 94; st. ,Ba,il . tb.q te~ters I , 22; 
1'1... tt.. L. m.~lI'lto , ~.,pett9 ¥%tilts .' 2ll: ... 21$; Porn Cuthbart Butler t 
aene~UCUn~M().»!!ehiSl!l-. 17'. 

'l'he th1J'd, con:trlbut:i~n of :&s11 i.s the one tA)~t of too attribu:" 

t.Q hUt- too In\radu:etton ot th~ C(} life .. nte op1rlt of 1ndly1dual.i.sn, 

which charaet er bed EQptian Q.enech1:m, oocnme under Bedl a boloc al18t 

., ... 
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¢n the dtw:- 'Of ~ life Hv~l in oo<r.r...cn '},.1 .. tb ful1o'i! r eligIQus.. Tht) 

brQthren ave 5~(}:n~ toe-Ather to'¥' oight eGnotltcai hours>, nallB cf whie~ 

.IM$' bt:lQt:l!t '~e'd.. In t..~() re£e(}tory 'ttr.(ll"G it. a i'hcd ONBl,"1! one of tbe 

mom bo,1tlg r'e~rt<Gtud,bte f'ot" t.llf} $er~ti.tliE.... The Ury~ 8:~ l)n.t ~ilat is 

set l>.),fort; t ho,,\t.. Artic16s of e.loth1ne iit'a obt ainoo t'lur.i tllQli6' iu ... utJ-.orlty 

i!;r~ t o bo a'OOO.pt~ h.m!t'bly_ 'the e~"j(~n 1"OUtioo a ll(>t to 00 :tum ... 

Np~d l'.ly the presmlC'e of gUIiil5 tel , wht) f',,1~0 te ~o l"oo-e1~"t1 l:tl' l\; monk +) 

jWmi>ed as €ll~t.-mnstcr., Should &lOillel' !l1Onk: he. a~l.i~ by e, gIl(}s't" 

nJ) will ailen"t~· ;pQ:lnt to th~ gue~~ste.t'. 

I ' 

34 
n .. l . L" Clal"lw, §tt, BgV>;U, 87 .itt !@St .. 

b Butler' 11g~ae$ tttth Cla.'ii'ke in a SI)ll!rting ~t ~$:t1eis!n al'l~Wlled 

undiU'" St ... &$:U l.tu 't'4)1"~ of t>.etiveuol"'l1!~ to b\W..I;,.,,: t7. UQ3vieJ,;l!1$ r OT' 'the 

pool' and 6iek w.~c ttt;tri~~ to t.he 1JlNln.&t'Ori~s b:1 tile Mint,. n,'/.1,d in tho 

tho monks m1niat:J!lt~d to Ohr1!St . Noo.l':' the mnnutadQ~~ o.rph.~~~J$ were 

Ei-O'tabl1n.he4:. ru'id w! t hin tho llXma,\J~1 Wf'l.U.$ bQys, ~rQ ntir:;1 tted to be edu-

entad .. 

35 
Cuthbert. 'Butlf!:r;, nenfjlg~ctri~t9 M2t%M b:im .t IS .. 

It s~ that !:t fi.t't-h contt'ibutiml of' St. ... &.~1l SiigJl.t be found 

.Ut h.b 1ntl~o~l:uct1Qn of pa~t.',nEl11t pl'o£eljs5.on. il1~&1"to,- tMcenobiw 

'I'm.S under noob11~t'L0ll tc l"S".ain. i n t he faOMS't at';Y ~ .An Ulus.;a'"",U cn af 

tb1s :fact till' gi-.M b1 P&lllodtu.a:, who ~e:attrib35 a. ~1er S!;fjOUl'P of 

f£&~U.9· ot ~.pt amoog tha Mnk~ 0-.£ 't.ab$'OOeOlUS , t!ls ap£~nt F1.U"~S~ 

, •• 1" • ,~~ .. 
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of his ent~anco b1dn~ to "'s;lJ.GW tha hoyutt wM.'t N al mlJlter11:,y i«.. ~tll . 

.t'il"a 1n t h-eir eyo$ the menka :'Oml ~l)Vt"Otior.(!(l Pi'l~\t!i liInd in!Qn:-."6Q hi~, 

that :!S ihe did w>"t dhltda6' ths . old. ascet i c , 'they 'I"1Crl11d l.(Ji".'ITt"'t t oo mr~m$tf.lrl .. 

Pachotdue·'f conSetiu¢Jrl. dtsmir.h·H.l1 (}t N,a;eud lW U it . g~cm of u,etfulnf:lJ s ;o 

t4~w.xdine t he ~w.u~t1C profealliott, it ~., bG uven that t oo cc,nt ruct oJ: tho 

monk ' s pt"omise i £il}liGd pt'eomlneotly elmstlty" for t hen now the Mc atie 

l1f tl \'$aS "'i$~'ed ;>riMY'.n, a£i. U lifE! ofoont .inenc ..... 

. Ui 
U:Rellg1.o.ua tlf'e"tl Cttt hp1l0 ~e1o-P!;-.ft,. ; P.all .. d1us, 91''' cU . t 

bl.20-121 J 51!l'tur ~. G~ ~1ry,..117.. 0 • dii. ' BO. 

Di d St . & $11 m.-:t:te U 11I000ustie .Rule? 'Dr. . lby !Ml:f:el'1"ari ot' t be 

~tholic Unln·-rlJity s-t ded i n 1 th~t 1n his oi,l n1Qll t.b.t:re c~n be 

llt tle doubt th.:..t »Sail cUd write §luck & Rule., tbPugh d.o not 1l.O>I' 

posse1!l~ i t.. mm.'t 'fite do !~Q a't.e=a.s; i s t\1C cQ-lleet.1()tJ;3 oC &1leoll , the 1'irst 

or Uli.!m,f Hem 1ess l'Sftibl! l)yCV,H9: (LQng~ fullos) iJ beitliS spb -1t ual eMol'­

ta t1.oruJ rat her tb<m i\iles l the ~mi CloUC)c Uon , £1.em!lap . IBr~Yipa 'tn.c-

'l'k e (Sl'".o.t"t er 1\U..esJ" seeming to ~ i!Ul$~ra t o .,stio.ns 

:BasU a.t & kiM ot Oooer81 Cbe.ptQ;;r.. C.1arlte m,).ittveu that tho IlUlmi t hat 

GrElg017 Il!.Cn tiorl$ fln 1Yrlt~n bY' Bazll una b.ir...s1J:lf' w re dn£ te<l. in 558-;15", 

awol that. thtrj f'o.rm the bJi9ia of' tho !.o~.t' Rules , delivered bet rtrf.l:6fi, 

5e-2~6$. 

51 a:. &,.!idl . ~ rJt)ttt~ri!a 1;c2:l (lnt.rodtieti on) ; Ii. 'tt .. t ... rka., 59 (h. " 'M" 

fMl~ seholn:r$ ttre CQnvinced that st. Dudl ,oon-td.dared the Biblf,)' 

the Rule t fi!r M s t"ol1g1QU8 flrul that the s.o-called iluleu ore priml1"ily 

;'.", .. ,~,,, 
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pdnelpl!lG of gUidan.c~ COfH!QX'lti:.nf': vil"tul'l$ ~ pr:tC:t.1coo ano V'1cas to 

b;r lN~lig1o\\5 :> ~eM.~n 41 'bf tb!'ll .t¢llg(lr RnlNJ S~~/.!f$ to ~ ... ... .< 

eut rue i)'Olnt :tn. the .f,,~t t r.'lI t th'" $t!p£f~l ~ hM tha deht to COfltJ~nd 

1n a C,C<!l-d.t:f1Ca 'l'Il,th the 'Bible, no ~JJ;e ~in8 ,Uone-d; 

Ul:k\ fih(} ~. 1¥~t aeel';l~t t.b~ @u1.sioruJ 11\&,r1e b"J' tnt} 
mer lIlUst 1m'bllr;:ly 01' }>l'i.'9u t ely eo.ntl"'ld1ct hiu. 

if he h 3G tlDf atrong 'itO$.SoOn aeeol'dtng to the intent 
and ~Jrpo.u.c of' Serir tn.'t"6, or be. fmlst keep s11eru::c 

olMlt 1rt!;:!. t ha.s b.'Hnl ~~&d. II 

~~." .... "",-_ 1 l!''' : - ..... --'-'- -. ~~-'~~---.. ~.-~~,",'''''----'--''-

i aw1t' U" Oli! 'Murfjh.V:f gl,:/-., ct,h J 

J t - J -a ..s ' 

The :t~lcnl1ng quotation t~ ~1an i of . tho 1'.QIl80W RI.U~a b 

1U uatl'{ltiw of th~ C!l.thechetietc.l qstem 1n w.hl~h ~ lI.'re Ia'itten ~nd 

the p:t'monotte.s ~~t. they eontR--in. 

·eo~ Ren1atlt'..'-i!ltlon. ~'UGt ~ fint ~mle 
" . .11 n.nd t11.(,~ eamQ ·to the Ufq tl:iat1s 8f~r <kld t ;r 
.. 11.t? It fa cle!}.X' tlWt tbtl> pr:ee;lollU poorl (}i" ~ 
pnrn\)lf) b uSi\ld ~fl' .en Olmll:ple of tho hea,v~lly Id.ng­
~m,; wMch tho ~ of fJ.e l..tu'd ~OTfS us 'W~ cannot 
at th1n w;a:.esB '(>le lmve fi:r::1t ~(n--1f:lead •. 10 c.l.'d~r 
too ~ I t, dl OUl' POil!Se3sions~)t.~~eh'W, 
fU6~ f l!!lll.tly ; ant wa'1.Ww-r else i~ Q~l;y CMl"-
1.sh(t<' .... ~ ... It ""0 ra~s:nro to CUl'glJlwD ~e~' 
:fIO.al:l~ ~$1(}n ~nd col"t"£.xpt1b1& rieh~)e" ell:' !'.'11M 1$ 
burl~a tberln ti S i t ~ent in t;m.(i" t.lntl 1n eon~uebce 
om- 6('>u1 eat:t:rlOt u6tl God,. nor tU.lll 1 t b.a ~t!J'l'ed t o 
deplre tlw h'oav0n1y l>nt;J,U~ nnd t l.H cood t}~ 

tOl'..od up tor Wit .in God' s p~6ea. II 

.~\-9 ~. 1 • ~ .... -------

; ,w K. t .. 'c:u.l"ke, !§qet1.c Wgl$r;;. lStl- 169 

~ bishop ~ OaU8:!U'er:; in 5"lO~ &.till oont!nued to furthGr 

llmMsticism and to m.l.intt.i1l a high stand&rd among ltseetic;;." ExhaMted 

by (\$cotie ,c tieeG ant! a tliffl cu1t oPidcoFat~,. &Jail di cQ i.n :51g-. a t. 

the a.ge of ru t)'. ~e:stmt:rd t hrough !Di e W,nor &I1d nOl"tb'i:'$rd to the 
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Black &>e . tirrOUgMut tb& Greek ~(:frld 5IJt.a!.li~n llIQ'nastic1Sll1 Gprertd .. 

Rufinus trana1~ted the !.ongot'· lUlU Sbo-l'tel" l1u10ti into J..atir.t ll1ld t,hv$e " 

Md ~QU Intl~neeif} the fje. t,. 

40 
'''Rule of St. .. . sl1~ 11 Catholic l?ne:{clouedl ·a,; w. It.. t . C-lA~~e ,. 
St. ItU'l;P. sa- 59; a. F. tlefolTtl:d ; gn"e1.t." M (Intr01:1uet.ion ) . 

It. 1:; $(lm~llat of ~ t'!()lnc1de,w:~ that the one cbic:f"l,7 rf}sponSllb1e 

fO'r the :;pre.ad ot ~t1.~n monaSJtieiillli to We~t$t'n EurQpG "' ... t5 a clnu-:ch­

\tho('JO lUe lmd t.cuched thogye of tiw ~9 outstanding na$~0 tn tho 

historical d$velopment of l!looMstic'l St. Atha.M.sius, Pat.riarch of 

Aloxendria" bad ~6n the guGst ot tilt!! hermit. St. Anthony, B1.tpj.'Orwl~ 0:£ 

the f lratgJ"O&'Il t. i,nnoftt.or~ Paebmnlusi !-",rid defendfill' 'Of ~t intrepld 

soldltill\" Who fought to pr~ene t.be tOl~ of tl'ut, Fd,t.1lt at. &$11.. In 

MO" St .. AtMMSi:u'S, GlUI;lC t o Rotll6 too s:eek the dd 01' t ho ~p$ in bie 

agdnst Al"Utn:1m.l, lln1 in t.be \'1e$t ~9 in the FAll:t. big .a~nl for 

the C~b sh~ itGelfin his entmlswstic deS4l"i}}tions of the l1V'e<l 

o£ ErJ;ypt.l~n $ol1tfar1es t iUil CMlObitBtt .. 

41 
st.. A~n."l;ldus, eQ.· s1.$: .... R§SSiU'. 

Att«rui~ ~ the monks Amiuon tiM I s 1do!"ll1.O, t)nil oJ.' whom., ~$ so 

often M p;:;eU$ inlOOdn111 ilmisuionl'U"jl' duos"., i<l1'8S of Ii (fil.iet. retiring d16-

position, t.hc otJ.1tw(»i III more f)oQ1~ble natut"e , AtlUitms1US $14""6'1> tbt'ee 

;)l"eaX'S t.n ~ and thr~fi'! Y6UI in Q't,l'ier !ta11(;n citiea . Ob:e is not t)lU'-

•. . bed ,. tntl!'ufat'e , to lms.m t hat ~$tic'isr: ::-.:. s. 03PGU$OO boJ tl'w eccle-

wf.a,stienl h1emreby of ltal.1 i b;;l\uwhcluu,. bishop or Vereell! in no.rlhem 

Ital7, 'Sho 1»&$ tlle f'irst to OD!'i4hin.<!; t he elerk.al lin~l 1ntlllnst.ic st!l t es 

., ,~ .. ~ ~ 
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,ong the cleJrgY' of hia cat~l; by St.. Arn-brone of U1.lJm, OJ'' St. 

~ul.:inus of Holll , f.W!i GliiQ 'by St., J~$ ~ RufinUfi c.f Aqulleia. .' 

4Z 
T. W .. A1l1f)s ,. ~~ ~i:Sic Uf~, sa ... fohn ~n, ,Irian fk.tnJ!!~t.1cbt:., 
51-52 J ~'l~ C ... Dutlay, t}fbru4.l11tie:b.~. lf 532. 

• .~_~ .~ __ _ _ _ H _ _ ~_n __ ~ ___ • _____ . _ _ . _ ___ _ 

s to tOO, typo 01" fllUMBttclam ado?t-"Rt in Italy, it mt3 a11ilQi!lt exe1'ti.-

81vtll,y 'the At'it..oni~n, ~-e",d.t.tcal f fll'. st... .J {IIl"O.0e in hb !'a~}eo1'ld 

let.ter .to. 'P'<l'Ulum.s of t'u] ;t< se t t> fi S made).s , bel"lat t s c4: ",xmme aust ftrtt.w 

of l if'0: 

43 

'*'ll>r.e~ tir»-OO of H f"6 haa its ~ ~~tJ • .• , .... I4t 
us .Ulo-nl$:$ t,~ ~~ the rm.t tf.lrns ",Moo IW~ llll.r9 W 
tollow the liv~ ot' Pi-1'lll,. 0.1: AntG~" Q.f J'ttl.i.an" 
of H1larlan,. of ~ JlaC(4".tt .. 1JI 

lIS-t. JerOGlfU t.ette.rs· ~ Select W0't"k$:t " HiUM ·f!t.W} ?t>$!b«jcmllJ Fa~u" 
Second slWi ea 6::U L. 

l~ or tho fifth c~ 'WaD filloo rit h IllmMl1.erias, d though none 

o~ th: ~lS blli1WS 6 fJ ~ !~ Gs:ul. tt. 10 Suth,t"" 's ~l1et tOOt 

RuftnU-$ made hi s Lat.in tr-anslnt.!cm, of St . ~t!lU'S ~lt)$ :Ut t ho 1'1O'PO 'that 

tOO Cap:ps:®oien Ob-sf;l would bo. nd~ ill I taly .. r eowr, St.. 

SOl'OM translat ed the Rule of Pach~us. blit n$lth~l' fiU1Q ~",e-:rted MY 

e.ons1de1'.able illl'lUtmc6. .1 taUan lIOctWlchi$tll of t lle period .s'66mi~g t:> lili.'ft 

o,i,qll eelect1e in ~iw.ll"t>ot~r t! bo:~ing l~li'g~ ~ r,gyilUQ 8wre~s .. 

~ 
!.. C ... BIltl.er" n~i£t~ng MaC1Ao,;m, 2.0 

At hllMa-bl:S ;;.'tt$ ln3tt'11e(~n1;Fl not onJ..v hl propt.:~tinglllOfUl.$'tlei.$m 

wt in ef$ooUng tUOl."&by ·the spirituel c'imVeni.en o£ St ,. Augusti ne • 

. ~. -~ 
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After th.@ deeth of' St. 1mt-~ ~ st.. .~tbMaeiun had '111'1 tten a Uf'g of 

the· dflOOrt. 1l1Onl4 !..e'$f! than tw:nty ysus lntor, mgust,ln&.;.. hes,r1ng iti"!A 

effect u~n t 1>'Q. i"'~rbl CO\\ri.ioJ;'"a, N.e~\lvetr &ild (ltl~t'llt.OO l:'ifith the 

f'hml. gnc.ce ne~iul~:ry t O J'etint;tl.t1sh Ii. b.ab1t ()f dtt, en1 t o $un'Iiill'llel" 

h.if!s elf to \)lUI l ovo of God. 

---------------------------------------------------------------4 8 
Uon tal.emhe.rt" qn"1tn.,, 2'1.4 ; 'f. fl. Alli4}&. 

rthBt1V1.~ AntnnU11• be$ides betng a. ~el or rbetol"1e~ cOllt~iM &. 

w;ltcbleso vj.n<ii.cnt ton of Chrlfrtj.f.al1t1. ,. 'nlillkUlG. of i\u",;usUne eM it# 

effect llJJ.Oli hl&l. one ~e~ll$ the tollq\rlng ,a.,at;ge: 

~. Greek p.htlQ$,, ·:h~ o,tlCC C~i;mG tQ h1lil.. Antcl'l7 &d~ 
to ~ b.1 tletmS o£ an int€wpl"ct,4Jl". ~. ~'lbUol!~~ .. " 
dld. , 6 troublb Ytoltcselves ~l.') r.illeb to CQtl'!e t Q ~ roo-Uah ~n?* 

. 1m'd 1lIhen tl'.ltV Mid. that be ~ net ~ foellfin trmn., but 
exceedingl )'" ~rudWlt, .hl!) r'.aia to tb~, • If :fOt1c.'l C!a to a 
t.ooUsb ~n. you labolU" 1$ supmi'l~(Ala:; 00\ it you thinlt 
ia9 pwdoot b~;::e tiS 1 t4'n., tal" ffG ~t to bdt£lt e \1hat .1 
g~.. PM it ! h~co.l:-e to you I $boltl4:tlCsw i mi tat..'Ju roul 
but if r~ to $e,. 'ooc~, '..l$ I ~, for 1 an e 'Chrloti~ ... tI 

st... A~sius" G¥.. S1t" 215 

JI. era!::.JUc desQ1"ipt.1on of his ~et:Wn to 'L'la ftVUa ll 1v given b;;i 

... t .. JI.'t~~t.ine in hb ~e$ff\RU. 

''l'biou, r .. "'1m .. ~mUe ~ was "l~;clc1fle", di~t tw:n M 
round tomml$ myself" Wking oe fr~ bEiMnd wy bfock 
,~ I had pl~cad n&~ ~1111ng t o ~b$6rva ~$~lt; 

amd Sl~t-t.i:.riltl me her-ore illY h.~e,~ toot ! might $_6'0 hew 
.foul I U~, how eruoked lUld d~tiled,. l»srJOtted tme 
u1c~l'¢U$ ... '",...,~nd 1t I ~ltt to turb tiline aye .t:'.rotl 
off ~self', be mmt on . 1 th b1.s r eln won, and Thou 

. ~. ,:~ ~ 
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~g.n1n du~t set ~~ Oft1':' 1i\~!nl'ilt, tW~olf." nn<! tJu'nst,edi'>t 
me bt)i'ore ;q ey~s,. ,tb.~t I ld«ht .find out my inl~U1ty, 

,d hate tt ... u, 

1f~ Conf'~lls1011$ of st.., .. --s -5t' ''' G~ _U .'Vie;::(M~e~:a. , 111M 

In Let't~ 211 oj? k%>'tUItinC'$ (1)"'~..wn11:m,ce ocr-U.rAl a Got .of' 
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" 

rule$ that 'the saint 'm'ote fpt' th~ guillhmce of Q ntmMl"Y' ~Ol' b1~ cus: . 

It ~nt.a1tl$ llQ .a 6W (1e\(Gl.Q~~&l'ltf.f in its eJl'.tphasls of eaatmt.1als 1li too 

ral1g1eu8 Ufo" and it SIf$J;i llkely timt ~ 1ft# sl l$ply et1Unnta Ung pr in-

eif)l.!il!~ or ·f4011.aatici lJ!:. wJl~ '1;t)rldllgB t~ l~ fltu:dl ed in RolOO , M1k •. , '»1 

Africa ", r>.l other ~n. pr~:.;enting a def.blj,i)iv:e R\tle t or Nl1.l1~. 

46 -----. --~. 

tI'1l.teOour~l3e:leus ~. L.ottt'!ra ef St .. :'tttru.~ine .• b 80gprp.,. 
H~e'hbtbtrfht!, 1:5Gs-..S68i: ~ve &~, '!*Chronl~tm dtht.-stom 
de b sp1r.1t.ua.Uw,t.n 14 .!&I. ~11\rita!1~, 44. 

st Atbat'Uloe;iu~ rls1t&d Gaul aev~l t ime5 after ;s55" t'tl\d then, 

~IJ' in It.~, he b.wlo1'lt..ed :within too M 'tiVe cler, str.cng ~dm1~at1cD 

tor thQ50Utitrlea ·rrf' mrtbm:'i:t ~". To st., Martinot 'rour.s b due tl.e 

hon.."l1' oj; lm.Yil'lg 'C;,s tnbUshed 'the i'l:rst~&~'I:'Y in Gttul... n. m~ in 3tiID, 

thnt ~II nftf!l" ~~ e1X'te09:n-ye,: l" novitia te in the $Qhool of 1,)(l!r$~t.ion, 

erll tl', ~ hnrdOO1l'u of 'tuchod U_, t otmdy 'the noll&$te17 02 LiMe,. 

"_ ~r PoUlers . !k~, ~ ::.a4e M.,fJb¢.'P of ~a" st. t>l'ill"tin rl"~:t;l.y 

&'ftt.11~ ~filt 'Of the ~t:.C':' Gffend him :a:;.1d a ~lonr of ~I'i, totr.e 

$O- eatlled IIflM:lt~it'"1 of :::a~.:·'llt:1!..>F~, t -o\U'lded l:r:f the $lInt ~ f.ew' tdlet> !'rOll 

'fours", 

49 
~nt!1lembert., qD. nU.;. 265et aeqj Sltlpit1us &vorul.l , "Life- of St,., 

rl1n.. lt lilAAM' I'm r:qUd!!gm;o,Fgt!wrs, Sec·on!l S"d~a, 11:4 t}.t sap " 

,. 
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In f,'be g~U<th Qt Gaul tht3 gl'oo't een.W1~ of roo:n.n:lUe lit ", in the 

f':U'th CMtur,r .. ~s t.~ mOl:l&atcl".f of i.crlns" r CaMe-s, ft;ttnd~ln no ... ' 

by St. tiomN 'W;liI , tY'<l ttlmotlS' fl$ n seh901 of' \;hgolegj' .. n1 phntl.so~~ .. 

flono't."e.tu:s "as t."ke.fl frt:!m hia tOO!l!lstery t o be ~dQ .:s.~hbl11'l'AI' ~r Arlu , 

a £30'0 "'hle.~ eo lu~'V t1;) be "celli'tea tw twf.:; $t.wlent$ of hitJ d:blCi ?line 

t r~na, nm1Qly, St . ru.l~ ~*l St.. Cae~us. fhe las t of ttiCse i.e 

r~WFod for hb #P~gltl.~ ad V.:b:'glru~lS"jJ' ~,e4 f'ci~' fl. Ctltiyent; at ArltvJ 

"II Gaesarius eOOowml ~ml in t.lJ.e b.dJ.d1ng nf wM.ch h6 WQ.t"&fiid ~ithh'1.tI 

om MWt;. It 1mD bea &fti~ ~t thi& ~tS tf.e fb&t RQle vtMch 

ob its obsOl"Vtt.t'fi to maintain strict ololster.. Cs.fmadus of Arlo(i 

10 ~ho g\ll~11 Ol",ed1~ l'lith 'the inniltlttion cd "st8b!ll.te.$ loei, ll 

the prnmioo tit a religiou.s t o t"fJW1.m i$ :ttw e(.~ltr' of hi~ Pl'Ql'(!J3,tJ,if2tti, 

1mtlld~ 

.---,----.--~~~-~~ 

r.. 

,n't d eflb:llrt.. Wl'. 9&1; 'ValBfl:t1nB 1'. ~tt 1M C1Sii6te~, 20 

The ~t. 11 ter.ury !I!IOnument ~ fifth cent ury #i¢~Gtiei~ in tb0 

$6Utb of G.'1Ul b the Dr!!;; o£ J, Oaa,l'!ian" ~m.c.U&11 mentiM>ed t Oll' !:lin 

tieoedption fjif @tonlun a&C1)t1c1~m. <ktssinu ~db0len n~ed by &later J' 

e bbhop .0$0 8M WAS about f orty tijll(!$DtJ.'rt h of ~r8!d.l1e , tQ. 'in'it1'.) 

~escri.ption. of t.hc eU.GtoJruS thtlt ho :nad obs~ ,ttl Egn~ tm::t F;t;les .. 

t Loo, the biekot, wishoQ t.o ¢stablbh W>mIsterlell ili hh diocooe •. 

l\';xeO})t 1'01' the stefl" a t Let'W nM & r~ ethel"". p~.ni~ps. tJOn.'laUe 

fount:14ltlt!tl~ i n ~ul hail 

ba1lli ::ul.de to obaQ~ f.be AOOf~tiC 

HaUtim.l m _rooter ., e.t~ta 

e.Uotta of 1J:gpt'ifm ro:onka .. That 

t h08G at~ a~ 1 Uon '_t"G vro'W1~ ~T'iicticiJl,l for the "$D of 

GAul there 18 ol ,<'leJ' evidwce in the l>ialogu('fS of Sulpi 'U\l:a !1:"U3 a.oo 

" 
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1n th~ erlticl,;n e'f' <Muli.c mank.!ll ~OO by s t ,. ,TI,)'l'coo .. 

~--- .~.-~----.--- . -- ._- - -. ~ '"'--- - - ,-_.. . " . ., .. ; 

51 
1I~ ItlltUtuel1 nf Johtl ~5n,~nt l1 ~tew tfI~ ?ost-1M,C*il'l&: Fatb&;t,';a, 
.u '~l"} 't.. C .. DutlM'~ ~.ia!ue "_~$1W;§fi .. 22.. . 

' Ii Il l'll _ .'_ 

'mle~;Il' Si&l WIlS W"~tlGelotw at 'rt, ~~ ~1 1'O!" -n d.-~$tie :t'(~vitd.M' of 

monast.ie :i~c~.leiMftl in the U'¢-ttt, w~t.l:ler he fc~. ~, U!te'lud to tM tz..a1i: of 

dng thr,].t. :rfJY1$i~n ., or "'1~etOOr ty,. de~8t.l tb0 $ttem~t Inte,a,.<>;tb16 f<t 

tbe ~~t e.:r~ Jil:'Qbl~ t~.t Sl:)tile fu~~tud~'t of x'eeer:.r eh 1PJt!iY zoh~. 

hl "tho ~r~ce to trhe I1Irt5t:ltu:te~ll' Oa-:llloji@ deelal"en! 

52 

'It! do not belieye ths.t fl; tlU'lll eriltbl.l.$~t III the ~i!t.~, 
in t.hfi, ~rts nf Qs;ul oCluld !'1m1 nny.~ ~e ~em.S'C$l1-
ebl.o or InDN. ;~:r£4'tet 'ttw,fi are t.haSlii· ~tomg , In tho 
otr~ (}f 'I'1M.an w ~ltl;J1.S~,..t-iM ~~t b;r.VQ been 

Olll}r;l$d by ho3.1' FIn!'.! s;Ar1fuallJ"....;J';tindcd t!.toot"~ ~ll¢& 
'thA: d $e (1£ apostGU c· ?rench.!lilg ~~UN e¥un to t.>tU' (i~n 
t.Ul:ie ... ,..m:~ ! find <.1tl31'thlng in .~ t'Ul,o o.f tlla l'Je1pt-

D.S much" eUbtll' })ee.",uoo of t-he r.everit1 ~ tho 
c1.t.'lmte. <Jit' o~1ing :1".0 "e~ .(~U'fte'tllV or d1varfl1t.y of 
1a~ .. b1ts j-. b lP'~s;1bl" in th\'f}H CGull~d.ell" M t"..e.M arui 
d!.ttielAl t." :( lItMll to :'-f:{U.e e:dent. bal(',ne~ it by th'e 
wstoln& of' tb., ll'lOnO n orllfs w'h1@ &re found ti'~ughout 
~ontus ~ M(~SOk1Q-t.&lo1li~t ... 

J Qbn. C\a~d"nJ' ~..m.k" 1 09 

. .. ". l !wH -

'nl.(l 9~~~ ~~(tttdtli~ of C.~&,ji.an" a: 'i1l"'lt1ng:s lll'\U;t Mft f elt. the; &~ 

abl11"~tt1.cn. 0:1 trie'tt u ttnnl' for ~pti~'Ji t'.sc.ut1.e1.:m-. 1kt 1jIt.l&t f-,a\t(> s~n:neQ 

Cla.llf.' l4U f ~ 'btiln~ Uli"'t e Vlim thfj li W~ ~r ~?tau ax.lCl".or1 ta:.. oou.ld be 

~ollO'~ in Gam; 1t CItlly the d~u1.i'(;: W do so m!11"S 5troog en~. And 

so,. ~nq"~~~0t4 l:v t1'w: itlf'luencl!l Da.$a'ittl1' :.J 'Jr:tti .. ]')gr.'. arid. f:.\w~ by 

:i..t;l~~, i'.ntollUm r;;.c,nu t1d.;.:ml JJl~~.£;ad tJlin~url~t &{Juthoe~~ Gad .. 

~Olltal.fl:mb~~l"t ;?Oi:flieOB w.oeM ~ct\1~ 0;1' tJ~ ~eUn$ of' ~- u.ta'ti tut!Qa 

ill r.uatm"n ~i!.e i n the 1 ~ till" t !f'th ooui'A1l7. IZ t he disf!riet's, 

_.f' 
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p4)~h:'}iJ!$, ~ tlm il'lilmsion. into the mnk.$ Q1;' .t,h$ mQDl;::s ,. of l'it0n who, 

w~t"e tu~t.w>.w.d by ewma nnuliirtbT f:.i(}t1w.. Or.e pooup .• tl\\eu€p"l"'Ovagues,,·l " 

s pent thek' 11:Y$8 ~nd.r1ng fl"Olllphcc tQ placQ ud liviD( on ah3 

\'tit"4~ted. from t h,a £ai,'tbM; s. :weo~ gt"ouz)" c~lad n,sarl1tm1tesU " lfld 

~o:;,ld11 lives S"d})Jee:t. W flQ ~(lt't'(l1nt. & 31dcl$ ·fo. l e,;d.ty fltf 1.'IlO1"11l$" 

tJwre rma, a eltWl'pleta dt~rdtJ of !ul.M ~lld itU&to~5, rlUyUMf(lnt upon 

the will ,,1 :ind:tv1,junls blcolltt'i~l, to.oo 4JO , ~VQl"-ebaogitl~.. 'l'be tundtl-

m~n:kl cmuse of t l:lm <ii,S:C~El'r$ ~S: .. un{iQub~ly, t.he V1i:!n at." mrrt> to 

tra'fl'ffter 0. ZiOde 0' :Uvi n& d1:tt!~' m the land o.flUt ~ri.ginto a ,dU ­

t~t ;re.CiJ of ]leOplo, liv:tng in r~ioUlf "hON el~te * tern-in m..~ 

$\loll ,0, Itt., ~lO's$lbla COl" th~ ,Jj0r'DQ).'):ot ~.e~~ eoaiStit.ut.1<:?n .. 

53 
~~nta~bert" 9R. eitll , .~5; 'E. C. Bu.tler" ~'SiiS:t;Wl;l ~~M.S§1f 
22. ' 

------~--~~---------------------------------------------------
.In, its ~Nl ~tn$ the IaUly b1~~p~q' ·01 3\,. &oodiet. 1:$ 

known to. all .. Of ~~bl.o (ii;}$cent tllld Chrb t iaa perGl\~ge , he· 1m$< fleut 

to Route as ~ 1ttu\h ·to· be· edu.ci'tt~d ~ -bllt (!.P"~~ootl1 d1g«u{}~d by th!i! ~Q·l 

lJcrity ww~g tbll student.s _ ba left the city tmd ~iNd to a e"lJ.'Ve '1'le!i,.l' 

the ~'O"tlt. t0wn o£ &lbbet>.. !l«:l:re~, to'¥! ~yeul'$ ~lot tcllo~d 

tJ.lif) l it'\} ,of ~n a~l":U~ i n aU tt~ r i gor:. 'l'ben, a.s so often 1mp~eued 

in thi:>$e .1'$" ti'u;l. ~'PCrt of ~b ruO:fm r.ltq 'lilarS bmlted aOou t , &nd in 'the 

'CO'Uatl of t!mfJ he rOU1W.~<l Wei!'\nt mm'~_d@l,') , et!len: ·01' which ho.U13$l t wel ve 

monk" Jlud an llobo1r.. 

M . 
St. Gregory t.ooGrfmt " U&9 ~tld !ltirt,;.s;l c3('!;t Bt. _~g:iet , 1-1S 
PenlCUW ~b1:'ol, &oJ:~B!i.lilediQt"' l.~ . 

• < >:.~ ~ 
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Inoonsidel"ing the lhllo of st .. Bm$dict , ono lin1$ge!'le~1 

AgnH~ment ruoong :itlvclfUgato:r:5 ot t:ttc subject. tha t thit Rulo- tmg M'i'tt9' -: 

At Uonw ~s&illi). ~}t" considerabls c~'Wrie:nee of ~stic lite 

Btmadic.t, prcbttbly about 5t~. nn~nt.l.y'~ ~ Cba[ll!lan has advanced the 

tMol"}" tl:1~t the ll:ulEi f1fk.S ~"8'l:!n UP at the :.roquo.$t of 30l000](lf'j In uat.hol"-

:tty t and 1n SUP-';orl of this eOl1tention Oha, point.s t,Q. tbe 10'1'#.\.-1 

.s(;ology' of thn &llGJ and 1,ts frequ0nt l"atera.nce to moniilllltic ~6S., 

~ (l)pin1on l.a ~u1ngrul !.nthlll .9~ be~$ it htls been ueen that 

fifth eentu.r;y moM$t1e:16~ me a t "10" eb1;)# in t.he &\l:lo.,ce of any un1tora 

rulo or leg1slaMon i~uoo I~J,prO,¢M by the Church" 

55 
l!lliI1.n nIl A. ~1~ (00.,' . EngYdQl~tl>. of tbe~ial .S&liAA9!l$ , 
2 : 510; ibnb'letllbert. .• up. ,p,1h, un 

In hi:.; s~ ot tho :iOUf'eeJl us~ by St,.llentidiet 1n tbe c~po:... 

aition of hi. Rule ,. BUtler <U.6CoV~re4 t.ba.t Q£'te,r. t.hO' EloIYScrlptures 

( to .... hieh e()ns~t rnt~rence b ~ di;ract}J' .pI' ind~'Ctl7), the au­

t:<hor i1hOiU~ tll<mgllt 18 m&t otten folb~ 1Q ~:s1nn., 'file l"eae~b~e 

-6. 0 St. &s1llGRu.l~6 11.1, al;lle- " %7 M l'ked., ruJ Cla~ke, 00-3 shmm in bis 

tl'anslatiou, ef t.he latter. It. b pos.61ba that th$ ins.bwnO't) uImu 

"at.tlb1l1tas l oc1 11 wa.s ded~g from St. OaOOt;;rlus of ,\rlG~ , but it sO" 

tba t there was" genm-elly' , er,ring !Wed fo:r similar legis1ntirm 

t Denriict ·tfWld net tmve, h~d to find bl·" 1.ns1-~~tion in a Gallie 

llloureD. ~"t 'lit"iter9 t hink it prob!il.ble t~t. St .• ~ict ~lJitt} ~ t.b 

iW.le Qi St. !i~gtlne as liIlitU a$i r:turinwrJ,s: tt'~n(fl&tLm. of PSit!bomlu.u ' ~Ule. 

~N!n~ bi.& pUf"po~ ~nd t.btl ~1nc:1ylt)tJ whioh gq1ded hu in 

m-iting ni:; Rul£; , St .. Bonft{U~t i s <fait@ 6xpH.eU. Almoat 1ncredulou:dy # 

·,1' ,:'(~ 
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'the ~dQl" tiMe U14 [onnal" I!mC.l\Ql'ito of Subw,o (lockt"ing" in tbJ 

'o:l~e o.f ~ l'i:ulQ,. tbnt ko h)\ond~ to $;;Jtabl1sh "npth1ng i.wroo, not"-

lng :tIurlmtrulotl0,, 11 In t A'ct; ~tutly 0-1' t.l\tJ 5 OCir.1 hb t Ol'1 of tho i)criod 

pl'OVOij' .~ livi11i! cQ'tlditions vdtbin Beneflictbln mon:t..9tru'i es o£ thl 

,!li:\X'th een~ 1"/en r..rob.!1bl ,. no~ ~:ro htt,.~b Qr dif1·i.ew. t 'tMn ~ wer e 

in the ~8l!' w>rl i ftt' tl:l.s. t po.t:"1ed .. 

S6 
'E.. c. M end 4G. 

-
r.t variWs l'Olnt o t n t.ba Bule, ooe 16 eon$d~ that the author 

b COllt?OfJing a 1!ellgl~oo Rule tot' pet'~ ~d to $.&ve;re b<;c111y 

lnOrt.l,fieetiQl'l" $oS in the !'oll'Qwing peQJJ.~ll 1n l\ulr;e 40 (,~ <iSh 

1I/'1~\l«h 'We; ,'r.f.iiHl t kmt ''I\i':b:t4ii is 001. at. all P't'¢P<J t' t().~ 
, I'ItOtiks" :ret. DOClrliulilD monk$ in -cur t~;!Jj. cannot ~ 

~ded of this. , let un agl"f,!~ to th1.s , lilt let;.$t, 
t ~ do nat armk to '$st1BW J but ~ngl.1. U' 

t;;u.Cl"t:1:.ng froll1 P.u1 $ 4.~ : 

51 

a thGl~ tll.~ life o£ l>J. ~ /l""tght $.1_1$ tb be a 
ten:t.en noservsneo.. however,. ~d.8ce w eb 'ritttue 1$ 
tl'iato of few, -we: au¥l$(l: thtl,t dur L"\g tb.\I!SQ days, of 
LMt no. ,..ta.ab 1.!.'i.mY all tn@ S~~$ at othel" 
t!3eg, .. 15 

TbeBolz f!tle or {MrF\:!s\.tIgltl&)t:Sr. flmlgjiCl. trllllsU;td l'r.r 
IJ:-.. '0,... .... . ... .. '_ \f~_"' __ 'p~.. fie. _ _ ;,01 ., ~,,~ . .. 

As 11 te J'tm#:Jff'ln. hieS pur pose of eS'tflbluld,ng £ nul~ net UIpo8-;; i bl e 

of follow!ng" BMediot /l;f}oltIrns 4t t ho i'l1ld ~ bilJ'.RulQ: 

56 

tf~ be:vc wr1 'tten thb Rule" t M t" 'b1 • • ~...n~ it in 
~st.erie5t vJfi) mw fjh~v that ~ h~9'e aeqlt1t~ at 
leaost ~ t)'.J)l'fU r 1.ehtewSDf!SS, Or a beglnning of title 
tI1OM$tie 111',*". TI 

RGq Bule. t:lh.. ?'Sd S8 

,. , : ';~ 
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St. BMlo':liet viviClly eelWf)Q the ills of \1"l1i~ InOnastic i&1n mW 

~i'ed those wetiJmea8o@ by well -dJ:l.gh l"$ift')luti.on re~'f2da ti,ot)s. " 

go ~nt. further ... Be a i d drmn a .pos1t.1~ W¥8te;;z of splrt'tud1ty who~~ 

god ~ns the pt:n"fect,il')u af ~l1ty" to be fi~ire4 (t<1.th the gT~co of 

God) 'b1 the utt l11'" .&eU'..;.'J!'anlUlci0>tion ra$Ul ting from .6~dlence, tb~ eo~ 

lite , and Uw vo.1J of steib.i.lity. tt) too chaptftr <m Obal1ience, 8ened1ct 

1Wltol;l c.tmCl&l"U-ing biJli mtlkln 

5,9 

~t,)t li'V'ing according to t.hei:r Qlm desdN8 ~nd ylooalJre$,. 
but 'lf41~ iQQe.ord1ng to 'tM j\tdgeZ'.m}t; ao,i wi1-1 of aRotber. 
~ ltn in. mo.nnsir.ednf"j , mftlll (i$s Ua ttlt!m 1m libbotbe ,ov al­
t hetIJ",ft 

, 
* 17 Bul,$.. CD.. 5 ; 50 

.~ ~.-~~~ •. -.... -.- '~~-'--."""'~~'-.~, ,,,,,,--. -'~-'-

The othel" ot) f5ential p.')uts are contain" in the vo.w ~f the ~'s prote~­

al~n" t'i1hlob . .t& found tbufJ !nthu ~rUastextnnt _t;o in the 6ommentat'7 

of Paul Wamefrld t 

00 

~ttG de- ,stab1l1t.nw m.elllc, et Cmt'l«l;"$i~ntil llill>~ 
_rum SMculat"'iua, ct .obefU.Qntb ~ 'Dooet 
Mlnctia ejuD: .. '-' -

E. O. 8at1tlJl".. IlPW.icyne . ~sthig" l22... htl er note'S ~~ 2.'ErC'(~J1't 
ro~ bas ehoUll tbat st. & :ned1etl's word i'JAS ff¢¢n'h.r~a1;..Ltm.efl , 
i n the seMe '01" ltc,orAlmt ot ol1¢!'s l ife"'" rather t hton j'eotIW;s1one ... f' 

Stu~lng the mi tlp t !&na mtrod\lced btc the ~Mst1e 11-:fe by 

St . ~ict. the I9tUfinnte;c:o$Sine-s his regi men conc~'t'1.ling t'OGd. .. dr.lnk,. 

»leop, nud clot41'i:ng. To each monk the patr1llftb !WOuld tlllov tlro daily 

lIlool.$ , at 'Iilb1eh he WIlS to. reeeive 0-00 ,pound of bread pot' day .. At e:t.<M 

mod tob(1N1 were to be t~fO k!M.s of' .c'Q.oked food,Md if the.:r& were f:ru1t 

I·, . ,;;~ ~ 
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or ~~bl!le, a third nigbt be illdd~. t.toreoYDr, tbe riort'~& 

tJ<ue to tnliko t'U.rth~r 'addl t iona" i f d -r :ew.etallC*sderoe:ndcdth' " 

6l. 
fjol yRulf , ~ S9:Q2 ... 93; ,Ch.,4J. t t~-6 ... 1r1 

!s -, .:- ,, - £: .~ . 

Olmpt.el' 40 Mt tbe a140tmt of ~ ~ t one htUt phtt a dq" tnollgh the 

~u.r'lerlOJ"' tmd the rlght to i~~:,:te t}lUi ~t. 1d:t hintoo bouadil ,0£ mod-

et'u1;.it:m, _ U' rlNums~tlles ~e t ·t ~t¢:vis~"b1e4! 

" 

62 
Ibid .. Ch._ 4.0: ~~ •. 

--'-.~---.--- -- ... - .-~- _." ~- ~ ~ "" - .~.-. . ~-.-- .~ .~ ,- -. - -- ---.-----.-- .. ----.-.-~,--~-'" 

JJ,.S t or uee, . st. -edi.ct:l6't'mittod hia monks ei8l:!;t htn.¢:l!i of 

unbt't:lken a!O-\l¥; d\W-~ 'the gr~tU' pa.rt ot tho· yotJ.:C .. i;'iatins being au~ 

at. ,two- -o'oloqk. 1n the momng.. In m~ t.h~ f.ttgbt Test. WlS . rtened 

t o t1n or i,i3t hout'$ , but. &. 1JUt'Stl'i. II~$ ~1!'ti1ttiEl~ in the d"t 0lm.OOn . ~ 

~n~ ~ll$ the b'6,t tllnt! wi tb n eeplrulfJS esrr-1ed ,on by t.heir erntwhUo 

~1P, tbe Bgypt itln banaU~. Orif) Ct\ll~1tw t.l'w.t St,., Benedic-t t;\U$tMve 

aQ~d titlgal in dhgW.ac to 'the s;;onks of th& rte-5-t... &1" did Boooo!.:, 

C0lll.Z.~and t}l.em t(> $.leti!) in 0. 61 tt1~tg po-si tien. ar, it lying d~, with ~ 

stooe for il p.U lcw. Jibr badtting the $aint ill~ 6 .8~tJ Uttr-6!t6f 

hlmlket" ':Qverlet ._ il;!ld: p1Urpftlo 

6./ 
'" C .. Blltlet") Bt~n«ugt1no ~Sb&.'m, 41 .. 

ib-'OZ' t he Y;:>1'ling ~0J.6r:!iturull or t~ continental. el1r:etf) St ... Bene­

dict ~3 p'l"ovldon... 'l'bink:i.ng. }'4l-1'OOps ,. or the dif:feront c1lrl:la:t es in 

," ~'" 
.,:.:", 
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the &~ ~ ot I'tIalyf tbe l~et~l~~~~t~ ~.) ,A'bbot QOll<iidw,ah!e 

t'~d:0lt in the eic>t i!!i%1g t.o 00 gt.W l) 1;h(t ~. 3Mtlllg $ k1M of nar A 

t'or tat}~l?at~rl\!S!on~,. f,;,S foU0\'I'6; 

64 

~~ bolie'1e ..... a e~wl ~$l ~ UU:llC to.l'" ~ch ,~~nk l!.l"e 
auf'fie1rint,- .... 'WQo1(lill ~l1'l Col' tintell' t.nd u tMn 
QT "~m QnO for $t~~:C# ~d a ~.pul&r' tQ1f ~; 
Mli l:I'IlOCkUttiPii tJmaM~ tl:s cov~dng for '~te$~.1t 

1>:l1.,y I!W¥;, Oh.. 5th 1:21- 1.12 

• , .'" &_& .~._~~~ __ -'-'-'J-"- ~ 

!tol" ~id B~l'ulldl¢t f1in~ tM.t the ne~ll ~ ~'lf. l'n~i)l~rtt ~tl$\ 

tnt': sp;!r1t 1 • ." ~ Ut~trld.Ai·Jl ~"t btli;Y'tl b3en tU' lw~t~r tbl!'>nt.~t '\lhWb 

mny of tl:ult ~@ 1~1~.at!i/ of hi,{; ~$ted~$ Md u.~1"len~d ill tbe 

lL~~ of tlmt pM'loo"" TbW6 if! ~ l"efo~nC1lf to ttlll,l waat"ln~ of ~1l"-

5h:1rts ~ tlw \l...'lta' of Se6M'gi~i3, tilt" ~ ertlfic'1nl. $alt-i~.~aed pen~~ .. 

On~" a -g ~~aJ~nt$ for .1ooot'l!'1gtDle monks fi~ aliwt! toJft\'U"IITS 1'td'licted. 

65, 

!., 0 .. fmtur;J h~d;!tt;tMlft ~chi§!b 4QIO 

~ " "-'-'"' 

1'nen c£ whatdoaS' ~~etin& &S.4cOtt.c1sm ~Oil~tJt! "01" the Mllwer 

·to tht~que$t:.ion, ~3 'W>,1 t lirn to thr: ~ccmd ImTt. of &naUi1~t''f1 i};'rO~t1 

- th~ tralni~ at bb ~1~1lUl atblettml iil the s~l of' t.~e ~,$te.l") 

WmiU't.y.. ~pt. t or 3."~€r.i1atitns c.oti~in:i the 1)1Y:b:l.e Ol't'ice" t.l)0 

saint d1~J!lU!;lsea tho "'trw. of bumUlt.y tied 1t.eacqu;b"u~t. nt gl'~ter 

~ ~ bD' \~at~ a~ o~ w;~io:. ~~o;'let. CGil1~S th~ ~el$t 

a.s:ceat1llg .1l!1.CGbf s l nd6ef'to too tlgeGt oftM ~l to ~tW:t :love of 

God l)y bmaUl ~. It tfould ~oo 'tlM\;t i n tuf) '~'Qgtrt O'f' gened1ct~ bt~U­

l\y b tbe eo~l"~:tinne U,L1Ql'l'iitilieb tbe :1ntfllrlQ't' Md ~d¢rUt'o o£ th~ 

.,. > :-.:~ .. 
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rel.1gioun :1.& &&I'Wbl1sae<i", ;\$ the flr~t dft8;003 of' hut:rtlit-y s- B!~ned;iet 

namea too a''101dGnc~ of aill mvJ ~e f'ulf'1Ument t>f G.'.I~rs, uH!.. As 1$ 

W f} l:~ lfrM.t.);"'"tlni'i1 ~~Ni ~ot et'.cu.gl~. the BElt-lIt :r{\~lfI 'f.$. ln thfl eoeo-n.'fi 
/ 

~g,re~, ~t n i':.),\<b wst ~ono~ hl,s .Q'!ii'll de~Uu~to PG~fo$'lJi tho ~111 of 

~1.. T'.ae ~f fQlll' t.h;,. ~M eighth deg'ri1l6,i!f cone~ the p.att~ntf twnt1n ... 

u~.1 $ubJcc1>ion 'to Qru;!.t s ;$1l~10l!' 11" .an tbl.ng'3. Th& llft.:'t, S1.it.tn, and 

sOTenth ~OO$ conee.1"n the intorior apidt. of hunll:l1q ; 1;.he ootIk l"eveal-

t ng hl tJ thnught$ and s~t ,t'al1(i1 to th~ Abbot, ~.1ng 

.nnf:it t»ld w~:":''tit"Of ~:"1tb'.tI:;tg, >eon.d~ ~Ql.f ~povr ~M wo:rth­

llttis writer,,. believing Mttmeli' tnt} v llEll);t of' ~. t:M, ~!'o:r8 ~ 

It1wsolt'., 'Conversely ,. th$ BfiIXt t b'!'oo ' d~l/\e;t:ts f.:rl'Wl t oK th~ ex~C)i' px-",e­

ttCl!) Qt 1!llt:dl!t1' .. rS1M! i.'tl1ng ailent lm1.,U 'tnUi! i$ att.'WettsOO nail timh. 

np8(tk1ng gEm'tl;r, $,oVi(Y\lsly', hu.mblr ~ Glliotjy, fllsl1all as' not baing 

~'f'!su.y ~-:.rl Ol' quiek ·to Im!gh.. The l ast d.e~~l!l" the t;'iffllftb:,. 13 rl.een 

pcb of ~t hlut boen~nj.o~" ~ring thel;t. in l'.ll pa~~$ tOO a:onk 

allow t,hc humi lity ~hichani~tes 1um to Mnlt'~t. i.t.1.lel.f in Ida 11hcl. 

~tnriQ1", th\\l; CQntz1:e1~JilIle£i$ of his j;ins OOi.tlg ~&;r oofo):'$ lWil. 

56 
l'JoJ? RpJ . .e" Ob" 7~ 5~. 

True" t h e dlGCUaf}'ioD ot bWlliUty ts 'ttXtendQ(l, yet' it ~ill. be 

aPPf.<t'iOnt that , ~thout profound bu~lity t he Rule wMch lJenooict ~TO­

scrlM.i'i could ~ot be lived. elderly .. Pi!<J:!~sj tbe $~lf-renun¢1"jt1on 

tbat ~et rCQtti~8 is ~ be gtr~ by o.bP.di8l'i~el ~~r,fi tlmt 
"l ~ • • ' .• 

obed1~· ,must be fJel"l'O'l"tted ~i'6I1llPUy And ~ tl'i sood will.. U tbd wb14h 

,.,. 
,;~ ~ 
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.tsoo~ed $Mm8 i t!.+pnsaible of rer..r~ce, tb.'Iil $Onk r,a,y eltpJ.ltin t.be 

.tt.el" to }}u super!O!'} 1:t' ~ latt&r b't$ in hb COf.'OOnd., the tnO"nk 

b to ~ttQmJ;lt its t"t1U'11*llt" ylao!ng bia ~t :tn Gad. 

67 ' 
~bid •. ,Ch. 6lh l:52-1SS 

':!.'be m()ul¢ts dq ~s to be Il.md~ up of ~:r01' , . mtnud l ab:,)lu·.* and 

ap1rltwtl l'eadlng .. Benedict's de~U(}:n .0£ l lUbllc 97ayor as flO,l.'}U& 

Dfd,lt~ the Work of God, haa boon a ~llree ofedl f1Cdi(j3 to h~r futll-

10'$, ilM hi$ lna:btttl'tlC'e ~t it be oonHld~1:'$d the tnl')$"b importaut. of 

all 1iaODt'urt,le t,tx~1$e·$, 1$ ~udlr ~l"'>ble1t 11il$'~ot the M~nty ... 

tbrGCehtL?ter~ of 'the i\1..1e hre dtWOtml to the singing o.t ~w. t in new 

tilt"l~ tM Divino atttca. St . Bennd:tct preacrlbi,ntr t bnt thO' fihole 
; . 

~~salthr he 1l"'~ld in tl'l9 c~urlte '(iJ'f: & w.ook~ "rbh vooal --"f.lr' tmn ~ 

sa.id at s~n dhtinct hourI!! of the & ;r, fllld once at ~i~t.., 

sa 
~.Cll. 19:62 ,; 6St . Benedict,"~:thsl,lq. ~mCffcl2tl$!rl.1J 

Althou{}h t.he "''O.r.l116 Del'Jeonsu"11-ed fro!!! t ou-r' 'tl> tnu.r and GD$ ~lt 

holtr~ dally , r:mmml lhbitFl' ill< field, .pNun" or bu!J.dd.l1Ig!l 'In).6> ta.Uot:ted. 

fnllla six Gf1V-en OOwrs., artd u&wt~Ml rell~ nwAe '*9 '6 t o five 

hoUTU of the dq. 

69 j 10. 

E. c •. au~, ·l!l.ontl1ttie1sn ,D e~ l1. a.. 1l5!8~ 

+ 

",\' .. " ,:i:~ ~ 
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br'U"i~:/I'el!ln limTrnbe 'the d~s ~dil! uwn the heart tmd mind 

o£a monk 11' M t~-tened in a spirit {,}1' h1.ulliUt.;r q,d. Q'badlene:e tb$ se:;,'­

'¥'tees ·of' prqal", work", end l'ar.uUng t.hlit the Me pr e;rcrlbe.... ~. l1C1.its 

the ~e6ent t'ittrk ~kt? it lJ(ipt\fisi\l1o fo:e m ter to 1ndietkta ~ 

such a ur~., C!\tTled otJit ,fl'Ol.-£ectly,. i , a:usw!1"e in its di:toipUne 0,111 

va t'! tha t of th!.t earli.ast I::Alnkl:l ... A ~'X)int, t\'hicb 18' ~so d~l"v1ng 'Of ~tt.en-

tion. b ~ f ·n,e't tlmt&fie:dict did Mt ~mit ~ e~:}si.un of t &Ult.-

to g() utlpuni~hed., 'Ona \I1a$ nblt~d u J cnnfcm 1:.Q t im Rul~ ~O'r ellrott• iSS 

thee s.:i.yq goas~ fihApter t tVimfq4ln!'l'if& mg~"7 1\6 foll OW:$: 

10 

f!U a bt'Qt.ltor is f"~und stu;bbcrn or dif1Ob~ent. or !lNud 
or ~~,. ~t' opposed <to anrtldng 1n the h{:lly ~J' 
and IS. MIl .. te~~l" of tiaa c~ of M~ :mparb rs" lot 
hi:m ~ a4QOoi3'hed b1 hb $UVOriors once ll.nd Gg.&in in 
sec.ret-..-.It 00 doth no1. at'-"M, l et lWn, be ~n to ta{lk 
publ.lely, betQ~e $11 .. aut it rut '4othru:;:t :retO.n1 even 
'then." l!illd .he und.c}"S·ttwql'St-h ~l4at a ~ty it b ., let 
blrIl. be, plaCt!d ~OI" cneom$u,,"d,et.i'tl CU; but it evon then 
he ~l.ne'tl:1 <tb\l'ltimtte,. l.tt't him und~, col'pG1I'!l l ~­
isbmm1:t .. If 

~, ,,Ch. 24;61-68 

l' _ . ... 

Tho pew ty of f):r.co~cnt.t(')n VlU"ta1'i with t.h~ g~vi.ty ot tbe otfenH •. 

!'nr ~11Qf' h0:itS' pe1"si~tad i>t:1. the tmlnk '!laB (otb1ddittl 'to int.oM the' 

p3a lm 'Or nntil'hon, tU\d. to ~ad 11 leG8~n in th~ 0"110171 ~0GYer hfl took 

bia nenla U 0ZJS $~l ~ after the 'iI.U\1 'tYit'ef'ftcu'01'l.. :FOeS" M 1'C 

~rl0U4 *ul tv. li. t'I!1Itllt tlnG: el(Cl.ud~ ti"(iilIj tho om tory and C~"ll taQle, 

u s toned 1k> 'WQr'k 3lone" and _ G tCtl"bldden all eo.tllNDieaUott \li th 'hi 

te:l1oll' ~ttka.. 'i'hetlMl PEtf~lty :&is ~;llion tr~!1Z tho nronantiery .. thougb 

!'40nk might be fl6~ t.t.ed three 'tireelJ taN-~nttn· t h6 moM3'tery iI' bef'on 

tbe r.11mal::ufd 'Wlite: lr:revo.caw.~ .... 

'11 
lJ'Wl.. Oha-. 23-21l:S1 ... 76 

,! ,:."(~ 
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N'o~'lll ptU"t. of' thi1l as.tleti!''l.-catL)n &! tbE} BeuO!.1ietl.:ae ~ 

o()n:n..:f~ 1n his lilf'1ne the eQmmN~ lU'il" In l"f)~'Ung tilu lall~, &M " 

is ab'm:ys awa:re Qf th~ h,et t.l:ru:t. &ned1et. 1s legl s1iltUng for a eom-

nuni:ty.. ~::tiqn$ CU"C ~'1te!! mt'el,y md ?nl¥ fl'tlm neel3.f»JJi'ty. "!'bart; 

no d~at1nc:tion2 ltlnda \W.'U: 'lU30 of a ~onk' s p.revious ooMi tiM in the 

VJl)l,'ld. ~e P:~seription ofeQtIitilon lite whieh a !>I11"J>.I'l"Ii 1Il0$t ~ing is 

tIlJat O~'lnCGMtlC$lae~ G:u8rte:'$~ Che!",tl)r .2'2 Dr the :Rul.~ s:t 1rit;0tH 

1?-

tilt it. .Qtm 00 dono-, l.ot (';.11 $;t~p ill onttup;tU"trIWnt.; 
bU:t i!' the nmn~~' dQ'th iwt e,Uo~ U I lot. t h@ &l~cp 
1n tens ~I' t:Wlmtie$ with too S&niOl'S rm.o he.?e t111 
cllaX'8G or t.hP.m .. , .... .. J .. et the YO\UJg$I' brottiroo not 
l'.;:l'\ta ~il' ~'l beside eaeh otOOr 7 but lnten.dug;l.e~ 
Cfllth tbv· old(JI,. O~'" it 

' ~ ,, ; - ! 

lhld •• -Ch. •. 221SU...s7 

It h.*,t$ been, said tbut by the Yet; o£ stp,b1.l . .1t·'1 :Q, oonk a~erlf1eoo 

~ 1$f1t!}lu~4 1};f" h1s 1n~ePtmdenc:a.... ll!.$hop Ulla thorne, th\}& dO~l"ibnzt 

the s t s blUV ~~ by ~ 'Sonedie'Una;t,tan il'nVOClable lit@ in eo~ty; 

mt 1.n t.l-t" co~..i~ that he:, ~taee8ed bie trdni~.g f!1'l'd t1l'cftuml<tn. " 

.T.bo .~:Lfi~tlQn$ 0'1: tbla ?Ow 1n ftl~t£on to ~h(: e~n ute ean be 

illlt"1.gined. 

13 
E. ,G. Oluko" BenfMlieft;111& M0W'!$hia., us 

-----.... ------------------------"~-.-----.. 

i!o\1eV~. 1t 1» pro~'b:lc that St. Deoodtct did l'lQ't In\jm'id thQ "'U'f/ \0- be 

the ao\Wce· of ~tiflooti:on witton it ~ ... p.e~s to tho.e:(.I &:ff'1icte4 .... ith 

'ltlGth COI\'tur;r n~ .... but to be_l"C~7 6 remedy for those ifApill&.i 

by auth century mtndel"iu!1t. In the f'i:ret eht~.ptei:' of the llul's the $1iwt 

. ~'. ,;''(~ ,. 



describes thetle m~nks aiS tollO'tts: *Th~1r ""holt!; ll.f$ long the;y ltvUl 

going ~ Oim province to el'l(l+...hel',. s~l!ng t1~ee or tour d&ys a t a 

t1me bi tU.:ftenm:t cellG IltS gtltMltrs", ll And 8:0 $lenin. n dwelo;-'fl:so:tof 

~S't1cism met iii. tl.taeQ of the tbll!$" 
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" 

L~in liea ~et" 3 greatest contHbut.1ott to t:fotllu~UdMll. 

;my$ tbt; Butler, hlrul.$lt' a hnediotiM :l.lhi 41 lea-ding autnC'll'1tY O'Il the· 

hbto7<7 o:fl\lQM,lliu'Oi.em,.. lfB&neil1et ~dEl:pt~llIonasti'eia0 'W '1If1!j;$'~m .tdet~11 

and Bt:letis~ It Ci.ting \"ado\Woul,!)~e$ ~ld to st. ~iet -the f.et;\ 

Srmqtp_~e$J 

vA' !;r&# ~llbus 8111,$ Mnl"tyrnlogi1,.,. Ulustl"iU$ 
enoo~ pl."OfertV' tn hodltl~ Rowi.h<) bitt yut"bis: 
In tn<>n't4 ~ioo ntltaU~ St",. ~l1~d1.ctl ilbbnta, 
qui ~t'WU. d1~-c1p1iMm in Occidnnte~e .0:01-
l¢Jpst<mrttnrt.1 tu.l t ao !'Ifl:;rifj.ce pro~v1 t. It 

14 --
J OQ'Ilfie8 BollAudal.tet al. (mt"h 4S-t-l ,§eact~~i 'I'0Mt& 
'l'el"tiu.Jl:215 J. 1t. e. Ou.tlm', u~M8t1ei511l.,.11 C .. M. lifo ,,, 1 :535 

rtJum the a.bbey ot tBon~ Ce..SSil'W was destroyed. tq t l'1.ft to.rda 

1n560, ·the mo. i"led to llo~" IIlliel'e they were install~ 'by Far-e 

r&hgills in GI l'iimir'i.stot7 aenrtlke tat&l'nn Baafllca. iastory reCt'Trdu t.oo 

CenYel"slon of Gregory. the populnr OWl', (1 ~:ber ~£ ~ wry old lo.nd 

nobla Ante,!... t~lia1l3'.;. .,wd tllU! tFft>Jluif~t;ian of :hia p81tiC'e ~.n, thot'hUtlien 

hUl itl'to a monutory or \ba l:leMdietine lml.&. 'tld.S saw Gntgo~, ~. 

fus-t mtJrik to beele.e.tlIed lilOpe,. dld ~h for the, spreml 0' St. &e~~tt¢\f#­

Rulo by tbe m1. Ung of the "n1.9fiU'.~,t . 1n which st. ~~o17 inf'oms· rul 

bm.ginal!7 1n~ll,d.~1T' ot t!liil ~~rnlouat6l"Vot' ~ .eta: ot p<m~noepl$*,,­

t~ by ~ tIDde1" too gut~.nca ()f lkmed:!ct,,. f.n.d df40 i:Wudes I.\­

hlghl¥la~tor,y Ufo o£ tbttt potr1nrch o£ 'iioS'te-m lIlO~t1dOOl... It wu-

." ~ ,:." ~ ., 
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Oregon,,, too, who s~t Auguatin~~ f'cR~:rl:r- of st.. t'l.llU1"@Js 1i3QN'~~toit'$" , 

f>J1Q: bi# feUow tlOnu W ll'aglnnd, !'1Uti 'il'no ""lwdtbo 1!rr.mt1.&b. ~tm8<- • ' 

wries. lJellCu'f it b not ' :t'iG,tna to,fiM &.bUlotl Us$"ti~ tl'mt 

by thaderttb o£ the third abbot or ~teCaG:;ino iu lUlo ~ BeMdiot, 

tho .Rul.e WM ~~!11:r ob'~~ tbr~bc>ut 1t11l,., not" 13. it. dlt1'l;cul:t 

~ accept Cba~IS R:ppos:tt!on th~t. tbe RfUe \m8 lmO'$m. 10 ~toonl 

$~MQll anU $CNth~l"n. ~,ut BO(l~ nfwl"lt.i'I puW.ica;t1on.. ~ptMn dSQ ~¢n,e~ 

t.h,':,t Aus:t1ninb. U:l1od ~~ of. 'th~ oo1nttI»o~.Ju:mceu in M.e 'l!Uowllne:1f 

d~ fd:tb l!tG~ted~, •• 

15 
~t!llQ.lI't." bl'. c1t .. , 551 e.t seq. ; _cl~W\ri1th , sf ,\1w&;!eW, 
ts!e;Wfi ,. z.~ cit ... ,; ~m:&Uct~«" ~*G ~gl~2J, 

Mllm: elmd~gne via1'fwd Motl"W ca~1no it~ar tho cl~ of tho, 

ei,g.hth oentur;v" be t~ then a eQpy .~ the Ral.e ~l1eved to b& St .. 

~ediet.... auto~9h. n 1/l't';$' his de-sUe 1:A~t the Rulo bIl disg$'dn61 ted 

t.hrounh the ~~~les ot bj,$ flI1lp1re. ~ a't, au ~eque$t aea,N>fUl tnn­

sed1>t ()ttM i'bl'l.o ~6 ~e. fI"Zh(; -:~IM1$ r~)t ~,u of tho st.\l Gall 

l1bl~:il,'" ftS co,pt€4 al~ fl'ora Cl:w..l"l~gn~';j,& e.f)pt tel" the Ab~:r ~£ 

&iehantm.,." St.. &nedtct"$, RU1l0i l'1'r6cUca.lly nu,pe.rsJYJed all -other ~$tie 

coden', mdnt&1n1q en 31mc:tSt eJ!:cUwd.:w poaU,lo11 1ntM, 'lfu$t un"Ul t.be 

16 ' 
illlulo ('If St,. Bene41et, .. 1f 9lzthgUe ~'fSa;mW1411U Vale.nt1ne. 1'. 8Cbae.t'" 
au.ott..,_ 21 

j,. ~ " 
.,::'I(~ 
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:So.'?&"'!~D'~ .... In trao~!ttg ~ ~beo:t~st!£}ifig;.t '¢$rtt.dll gW<.el'd 

tr;erds of ~'V'olo~nt &re ~~~t". '&}:l this might weU be QpeeW U' 

triOl'iutiel .,m 1-5 !fI'OO.t it olnintstQ oop- a tom of <.,.hri . .wtien ascet1e:i~. 

Of '1lU the 'Y1rtu""s o-t !llblrul C~1st lJU tnt) e'l11itimlbt.'{)nt. t'llare 

W~~$ ~n~ o1)e to which He D~iflc:al.:!y call ed attention 1fnich 1*.& 

6s}tod Hi.$ tollQ\'ler~ to ;'\l"ae1,1ce~ tbe ri.rtu& of' tumili if. tf~:rn 0-£ 

"'/')), ." Ho couns&llcid, "for I a."li me&k &l.ue1 bumble '0£ l~6$rt.,1f The ~Utlst 

t'Qundai'S of the e-rernot.lcni 111'(; t n the deseJi"t.!J of l}()rtl'lern ~t, the 

1n~t1tn't«r:& of cenribltism <r<t aeutnem ~t, St.. ~-3U, m:1d St. Bef~let 

- .... allot' tbese; c¢tI'si.dot'oo h1llrll1:tC" th~ be.tdi# ,~,t th'e ~acet:iC' ute. 

Ti~,Jifh:oUt the tn'itU1gs ot Pllichollliu.sl: lmfi!l1Ul. tmd C!i!s~inn one t'i.l'.ds 

tbo$c uutb'f.ll"S un.w~ in Hla.ting d4i.eds w.ueh . ~"#e the hU!llU1ty of 

t\eU'"t so ftJ.\l€Id. bytne oarly lI'athnra., and St" hnedict ae1mtea the lon~l~st 

'Chapter of bls Rul.'O to an ~b ·af t walve d~a of It& 1.').'Ulx-ior and: 

exw1"lor ~n1fe.fft,,'i tiw .... 

If' hwillty 18 the Chr\ttlU"%l ~. pQ ueell&bCe, ~une1.af.ton 
'. < 

18 elf'l.8eq til.Ufld to it. flow unforget~ble ere ~'ae wo~s of Cbrbt" 

ItJ1nloss &. laan den,y lUmse:l.f # file· imMCt ba ~ «1sci~ .. tl-bthur e monk IS 

;,n-t;$iitss i.cns be, "UIDM ot a h t'..ttcis lklrgu. ()11 a ~$chal. B< .. ,..lon" th(!! leiOvlng 

of $.&1£ to follow Chrbt. is the itlportant point.,. ~ it is ix~ thh sonsa 

that one finds ~ e:ont11'i'1litr o:t duftlopment b the hi~tl),t1' or mon&t:ltlclam. 

At fil":tt, ChriJllt ' s n~tion to :nmoUilCe mtot.'id pt)llSt!~$i(ltlit \Tn$­

GooepWd lUtlrally. The r~1a:n nseet1es 'bru:i n~l.u.tal.y no ~sel:H.101'1B, 

1n tbohftl1ot bt e. l't!Onk should haw nQ.thlng of hiw mm,bu:t as t· 

mm.t on., ~r1~ shQ'f~ tlutt :one 1!li.p't pnetiee thG FOyol."'t;y of 'Wlli ch 

Ohr-ut S:90ke, tbough be 1» given. certain elo:~ ~d art.ielos ~or hb 

u$'Q" !~t>l1ow11Jg UiO' $lll':inclp10 that tho iU'$t1nct whiCh tU"g-es. aDt!!. to' ,~.o.qul!1'e 

" 
,;:,~ .. 
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goOOa or various ~orts ean be .3urt1c1ent~lW}l" 1£100 ~ ~n~ the 

monk t. qw.Uit.1ed '\l00 of' those e-oodlt,r while dtll,Wb1ng :hb of t:bm actual. 

ownership,. Fu:rthl!}l"/nore,1nterio:r f,bimda~ ot self h uaen in t he 

Egyptl~ noophytes ' ob!..'Ying tilo CQ~& o£ tba11" elders ('t.he dure tion. 

of web sUblld$ai ou baing purely opti.6r.al tilth the illdiri¢.Ld) .. l~chomiua 

lt1Odit'i(t.(it.b18 f1"~cdom o£ decision by tOOil'l~tiwUoo of Ii. lite i n c ctW.>:m" 

nd tb,."l't, fio.$~~ l1lM l~t,6r eumilnd 'by st.. &~i1 ' 8 mati tut1u,u ot 

. ___ manent ~MS;tiG ~e3ui'!iln , end i'um..Uy by St .. Benedfot.'s t>rescril't1o.tl 

of ,llstftbn1t:~s loci." 'l'h& wlue pl~eed upon the remmai~'t>ion ot ti61£~ 

will 1s 391m, likeWise :hl t.~e gr~l a~m;.f!nt of ~-lnt;;.csad OOl"z'Of'lU 

,ortU'icm tiJ;}~UI in fnv<n' nfth.:e intoriQ~ ruurtU"icfi tion rot1Uil'Od by" Gub­

mtSGlo11 'to a l"$ligimts Supel'1M' ~ud Me.,. 

I t 16 interesting to net.e thnt with tt'.:e excopt ion of Sdnt Rasi .. " 

wOO detlul tQJ,y stete-z his Q~iniol< flllat Ii Ut'e lived iu COl:!;Z1(}n itt bettiU' 

tb .. urt tho iIoUtt-.l";Y 11fe,. tlll of tbe Qth'C~ mo~5t1C legi$l', toc-rG of th:i:.a 

period bave eoneeded thRt t.he eonWm!~l,a'tive Ufe ot'tbe soUtary 1 

hiRher tht'.ll tl :U.fe l1VOfl tn Co~ 'toy. SGroo~}lt.t in l ina wJth tbis '171$1$ 

1$ t tlG t8ei tbJi./.t th& .mmbsr of persons 1jl1l'l!ellingtGgotber ~ tltead1ly 

1I'oduee~ from no (i.~~G of 2Q1 ) in the Pn;ch~iAm IZIOJW,aterioa. to 55 itt tM 

&'siUnn. Ml~ f1nnUy to 12 tn tM Senedletine ho'Wtl-s .. 

IA the ~t'ter o£ tho \JJa.t't.f>.Jdng of: foed and the ~ert'o~eeot 

$Qt'k, a g reat clliUlgo 18: ~1'~~. One t'e"~l:s the OXCElIl5ive fuUug 0,,-

tho Egy~ti~fi heraita in GOntr~~t ~tb the c&r~ful solicitude of St. 

Btmedic t for the- ~unt. kirll:i11 nn1 prepnNtion of his ~')~. ,toad. m f';) Se1l 

n1l1ed~th the wbJectofil<YUlynourbh1l;ent is tOO tnattel" of labor. 

Foll owiu€ 111~ the tr:"€OOOQ f>i' the. EapctilUl he.!l!li ts in regm t o ~ kind 

. ~'.' , : ~~ 
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ani! ~unt. f:tf l~t»r perf'o~JI and "their viewtll6."t ~ork 1s but :i\ nlero.ns 

Qt aVQiding i dlwed$ ~ith its ~ttElt'l.d:1nt t 0l:lptntlous" is ~n.e'b=''l;lHi1 ' " 

p~erlptio1\ that ~:<)l"k 00 ~&'$1gum'1. .in ~~1ou to the Imouutof f t.et ing 

thl'it. the IOOnk cl:l.ooe t~ :tntl.lot U,1i'OU hwelf'.. St .. .BaSil, :Ul cont rast . 

m~ his ,Il'.onks to undertake f.iQ h.l$t.s wh1elJ 'wwld int,$i1:'i'~ri}: with ~b" 

t.el"tor'.:s.n:nee ~ ~¢rk. II1h11e$t. ~Iledtot so gl'flKltly w lued. t'00 effi cacy 

$1: lc;tbol- u.1'.Wl" se tl! that ,he d~qre-q# t'1o, wo-t'k 13 "l;.Q Pl~:t,.. 

,l-, _ _ ":~ ~ .. 
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i'.~~EitCf.S TO V!?.GIiiIfi tIm ooritili't!CI~ XU' "l11E Ui:\"'1'1m3 AND :m 
~E !rroRAL AND ':'i~C~'1WAL \1RUl1roS O!"'fP3. G!iE.~' WJC'l'!)itS 0)' Ti-l£ JM . .., 

~ $,tail@~t tha't all of 'tlle Gl ',9l!at 1Joeton Qf' the Cll1.lrt}h ' 
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.' 

:dt>O li'atMre of ·the ~, but t.hat &11 of th* F&the:z-s f1~..3:·e no-t rll:II:: ~!"f$ 

i s not ae enigWllt 1elll a,iiI it a~uMc$: .. 

1 
~ i"o-l1dW'l ng dbcutltti on of t.he titltil " ~~~tDpe~.; of the Church. 
1~ t.eken ~ tn...) art,1cla on t hat ..t>ubject ttl the QUboltc j:.l\CW:9M9,1th 

- -'-"--____ ,. ~~__=_. __ r ___ __'____. _. ~~_ __ •.• _.~"'"--- _ _ ~~ _ _ _ , ___ .-....~ , ____ _ .< ..........o...-._ , .• __ ~."_~_ .• ~ 

The Groot ~to:r'lJ of thG Chu'teb Uved in th~ ~arly ~1s o£ theOlrureb, 

the lastoi' t1-.em in ~1nt of tum bdog st •. GJ'el{ct1 t nc Gr~t, "bo died 

in 604: bm(;ft thG' Gret1t hCt~:r8 t.l.li't" ru.GO t.ot"lOOd Fa thers of the ChtU'eh .. 

li',1.~bt ratobereof \he & 1'17 Clnlrcl1 ~rero honored l1:ttb ~ title. G1"o.:.t 

Doctor. 

In tbo ~i.>tel"nl ~n tho i'out'G:t'fm.tlJoC:tOl.~9 Wm'\,) .$$inta .iletrouD, 

JOl!'Clne", AuauS'tAue, Mri &re£,"017'. They -reeelve4 t.bia t i tle in t he e!>.l"ly 

"ddl~ Age;Q~ ~h~ the Scborutiea eOl':.tOOnlr 'l·o;fer'a."od t Q- t lwl'Il, aa th9 f'Ol'W 

Doeto-r:a . In 129$, f: p&pd decroo ordered. t httt their CC3St8 be kept as 

Doub1us tbrouglWU't tbElentll'$~. 'tbrr!1i.I of the eal'ly Oo:nf'&;;~ so""ts ¢f 

the Eas\ al'tt Ohut'eb onj'ayt!d a ~ wn~rat:1Qn, 1$,,, ~koint,$ 'Basil ~ 

Greg()l"1J h1~Nl.Qn, q.l1~ .;rOM Gb:l1l1i08tom... Dy' &m:~lOW to the fourGr@a.t 

Doct.o.ra of tb J.tt~ {''''hul"cb . st ., At :eiu& us vel"Y f 1 Uingl:{ ad.<ioo 

to the trio lot Ut$Wrn i)o&rtora. 

nt on. 'the tltlo.JI• Doctor, WW3 conterNG. \~pon nU!!lOl"O.llS 

Wilts o£ tho C1nu.>eb, ~ll t he· title" tl-raa,t £)actor II Woe ai~iftd only 

.!' 
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to too elght3Uint.s of the il'.:.1'l,y Oim.n;ili,. "rho s1gntfl'C1.UlcO of the ti U e 

.y 00 undfn'1;teod '" Acorutid&r at..tcft of tnlOl throo eondUi~ rmluiui 'U). 

fur 4 tl1dntl~ iJlclual.Qn at1b~ tbe n'" 'J: of' Docto-ll'u. Tll-6 l:'equil"6lUCnt.B 

1~ tbrQtU ellduent leM'llblH, preer;ltnonlh ·heliue~n ()£ lif~t 0011 

~lAt'llltlQn by tM Chw:'cli. ~'O' peln1;,s WOl't.l:q o£ rlo.tn G}'O folie i'o.1loTii.ngill 

no t.)t:;lI'~.D at'~ ar..lOrle the l.bt, .of' Doew-a,. sinCEP the Of'f'1ee ~ :W.h:J~ t<.rP 

~f.l! -01' C.,nfC~SlOn. et the, :rdth~. andtrua:r"otot"e &intl!! 19a~ t:tus of 

Antioch, I r-eMeu-o, l!'.nd ctforiP..il were not ..,.ecorde!i the title; s~d11, 

tne title 1!l not (l.o:ntm'~ 4'.e the l'<;sult ().r an "ilX ~th~! 11 'd~bion, 

bO'» doeiP it 1ndlen'~ th-~t 'tlWWl9ioh!nglS' of theDc:e:tol"nr~ fi'etl:i'roll: el"l'Q1t' .• 

Jut ;r,tould be ex~" the bulk of Wl'iti:.lg len. by ti~ i\>the7. 

lU"iQa 1n ~untf cil'~ts.ne:ea r~ring sot» 'to Wl'Uo &I.*'\lieb" others 

UtU", .. Some of t t..om, tQr(lJ~mple Sai nts Grwgpn ot fkl~l(luaOn und lJAbfOS9,< 

.... ·oto 94"01ltleldJy in ~$e Qt v.trgini t;r Uld St. &3i.llWOw a ~hQle code. 

·~Rul~ fOl' the :monastic. lti"e", On the ot.her hF..nd$ St .. , Greg~:r:l t.h:e Or~fl.t 

~ta l itt!j\) containing critical 1"e'f'et:'enc(1's to Til"ginit1 :nW l~owu1t1cb,m .. 

. ,. con",lCcl" ... t;Lon of 'l'rhd the ~d !)Oe:tors of' the ~ MVO w.ri ttt-..n 

abcat tJW) ~Ultic.'U$ Uf~ ~$, nt i'1r&ttho~gbt, to be e~nel1 dull, 

recollection ot tho&& ¢,uols uatnt-s %'~lJ.'$ p1ctUl'99 of gl'nVe rmtn~ 

of lofty stnt\l1"'8' 1W!ghed dmm. ·tv heavy 'rObes aM pond~rollS toooJl. or ~l'­

pet.:wUJ,y..J:.3bGring .&eri'D<t$ Geated .in n dtnfW" book-cl"!'lt;'$l'lle :i swr,;;y. r.;on itl 

1ll11id,. and gli~1ng~... flI!j)~lees1y tillt.iq'uat~df iii one ~tm.. Yet .. 

en theeont n,ry't e. pe:rueal of SO!'l& af iJ\e mtl~s cttlw Great Doctor 

proves tbe2l: to bz.va ~on ~,g1nglYl)"~tt - :mbject to lonoUM$s; exper 1-

(~1l;1l1ne: chi:icrln e.t thell" Oml w~kneS$tls " ttU~fUl Gf being mi~.uulel":St.ood" 

longtng for tbe can~lation of their hiendsJ 
eem~on8h1p - in bloorl .. 

experlenelng' all tho eMt10ns an-l dl5lilb~fl ~n to most 

of H.eeVfm. 

,< ,:'(~ 

' tbb pi~ 
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fufJt of too g;t'(!~·t doott:u' ~ or ~ t:Jn..'l'¢'h in, :po1n't !)f' ti.~ ~, 

' tnt ;'~'i&n£ .. 61l11ii. born fliUr>Ut. the ye:al' 297 1l . D., A~~rd~ to SozO'l;;'()n • .,; 

;a ";yilldo;lt lin t{ aour.,\&n 'U or thasaillt i16lla ~e~ in hi$ yonth, ~md 

nl:O WIIl.[I ~r13 pt'611o'1l"0:d for VU ooolozrlJ4at1eal eat"()e~r., bairlg ~de ru.::thop 

Q.1: ~J.oxnnd\'itl. bs!'orG- t he ago O'f tbi.rt.y.. Th~t ~iJ~t~ tlmt A:thnlU1ai~$ 

$, l:1O:r<! th.:m all .lso, ~ ~ of .c~o~:.~. Of 111:$ h& aql1, nn, \fQUld 

bu ~rd tQ f':ulW nno..tnm: 3Q de,wm1f$d, Sf) infle'Xib~, a~ yllit ao 

noble .• " flu it hl.aooU$c$ 01' tl~ tdllw in 'I'lh,1.eh 2'l'o1/idnue~ ;,'!l~ea4 ,him thd 

ktJ.mnasiu.s 1$ know t o u.s :u; .n Il:all of a,ctianrnth&r tl'W',n as fli J.1tit~ 

11 It TiQU14 seGrl s C;; ,t or tbe.~ :is a Clerun:eS3 :me atrength in Mit ~se 

nd ~rt ~~lTlng aineu1"1V an.d; l~iam in bb tlwugu-t whi~ NM$l" the 

t+>ianll.J:$ V'1te.ngu' Q,S ~njQY'l1ble to t he Mdernn.ade,r' AU t..~s:'i'!! of n ~.lt'e 

l'buwri t.7l».: 

I!.' 
......... 1>' r -........... 

A .. wv.,i ~ Croiset. Bht¢,Eft, a l£. li~tura r~eG9W t ~~ i 
J . 'l~t" A Bfe~ at.. ~lggY, 1.53; "'Saint AtMna81l.}s,fJ 
~9o,lW f'#yn~gM ;)I'iIsti!;r 

----~------~------.------~--~ .. ---. --~------~~~--~------~~--~~-----------

~MSt .. Atbtu'U'wi:u$ ~ ebo-ut t-aent7-~$ yet\,r~ of agf:", he M"Cl" 
~ t~~t1$e on too Inc~I;!.;tiQU .in which iae so_cd thr: t &;ytWte (f;t {'tis 

enUro lU'0~ti.Qn to t h,& divinity of Chrbt .. In tM Q.oU"f'~(} ct We 

work f.~u6 am:l"Vel~ at the r~:et t-lm.t ~U0 all 01' the eloquencf: of 

tb& pbUnS01;ihel''3 .f~!led to penuacUJ $'vet}. a f~1It o£ their tallft-coun:t.~en 

to ffi'~.;e.e tl'..eir wcMngC(}tlC0.ming- ~l·tt.ll ty ell'! to ~~ U l!"tl1! ':>If 

'f'i:rW:fil,. Ohr1S't ~ne:r1,n lOW}:-f l:~g~ lI1mlS~d by tnml ot~lol;,u~. pl'S!-

,Ue:d U,pG1.i ntil:1W:~ ~1"!toUS t l:a'ougbt>ut tt>~ ".odd to oonstdew e~thl7 

gl¢~ M nothltll ~ to ~e~t'e #If'U.:r ttia.t ~hicb is etc::m Pl't)'Gt of 

.!' ,:.'(~ .. 



tho1lt' 1nwl.u,-u eon.iet1oti$ o,re the lifts ot ttJ-oOQ youths 4\ud virJ<lins 

'no Yl".ofe-6~ olt\~stlty" cf)nt1<le.tlt of ~ ~lodous i~.mortal1tv in the 

brAld of t be reertyu Qf Cbrtwt.. 

:.; 
Opt-to ~ lncaml-l;t i Qnf; Vo~'b:t . p •. c;. , 15: SSB. 
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After- h'isthtm e~il~ t~l:il Al~;ltand:rl.i\'I. . Ill'l l\ritl.n bl,8cn'CtP lmvlng 

.. 

betm appointf.l4 t o 'tha t se~ , Atlum1;s;tUG reti1"('d to the de·!>ct't.s j).f' northtlrn 

Egypt, ~ l~QT a1;t ycttt'~ un liYOd the ~Ontd3'tiC Ufe D.t¥! c()~sQd G 

tlU1l'tbeT (J,t fforke. of )ltb:h~b th~ ~l.PQlog)f to Ootmt.im:UUGtf :La one.. It. 1n na 

one ot the gitu oJ: God to llt>ll tl'w.t Af'JmJlfl.s1v.13 ~ reckons vi.r;;1n1. t y -

tMt lito upon eart.~ which i s an. il'a..<lge of the u teo! the ~el.G> in 

Heaven. Uter rclCoUeotinft th0 title, flS;musG(li' (lb;clst'" t by which ttl, 

Churob i s acCU8to~oo t(f call th~1I4 and that other title, ('Tetl1?l¢s of the 

,~ro1f ,. uml€ll' ifflteh ~an tiJiaire them, M,Ihanns!utl afttms 1t 'to lle the gr:tld­

est i'roof' of tim tr'utb.or Chrbt1eity tlUlt. MWng ~ otlror peOfl'l.o 18 '!:hilt 

~rable and bat!.'Vmly pr{)f'e~ion cuI tiwt1.M'i. At~,;Lains pleads ;-ri tb 

-n.$tant1u$ to pUt. an end ta tho inta.muf) PWg(}cutiO!l. 'Of v1r~ins which 

1~ ooinB 1--9rpotrnt 'Od 'Qy t~ A.\·lM~ 'P."M !1lJllCClAr41S that 1n ttd·s ¢~Utl1.t:r th~ 

are ~~el!ied1Dg the !Mdne5fl of Pilnte,. ?tho eO~U'Jded tm.t t he s!dtt (J; t M 

3nYiOl" be. p1erced;, tor the heretics lUivo pierced M 't 6-SC but both his 

.ditlllll!H ff:mma'b:Ni 8l.'}tm 'l"i.rglnq .... , ... Illelll'bra S«dvatol"ts 3unt .. 1f 

4 
A~'X')lng1s !l! b!AAPUwa;; 15:1)51 .• 

One ·of the 10'vo~le$t o.r &tb&naa1us ' tributee to v.:l'l"ginity 18 

tb1a.t, couta.t.mt4 1n b13 com~tU7 o:n the wl'de ~f the Qn¢t1cst: 

.,. 
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'D8ft htl.th 1"t:1gl'~ tho l.owlhl$8s ,c)£ Elle h.aod.t\'l;lttd, f01!'~holdr $11 r.utuf·t~ 

g1it1lC;rattona $.0011 eall me blansoo. .. ; • . ne~rk1ng that. Ml0lW t!il:a'Sir.ing w. · 

pmet;!.o.e othel'" v.i.rws.a is d~too by la'fI, thie: G1"t'It,t lloetol"dec1A1"ea 

t hat 'Vil'P Mty ii'.1 abo-~ the l,l}'tf", cO'f)stlt1lt1ng a ~~y of l:iffh't~:t' the 

WiMltllOf a 1I!l()1'O oX0011ent gestl~ f'.M tm!ng i n i t iSel! a dU:elQ&1U~~ of 

the fwt1.u·() Ufe. ot nll 1rhi'c~ Q!lll; _ s~ld 4)1' virg;lnU~tj> the ll;tiint 1I'e:­

tlecta, tbtl.twhioh fllI)St trul y ~b :i1W mroellence 15 tnn fll,ct tbd Oed 

wi5.h~ the ll3.otb&'t' fit the: \'3Ql"lf,ltln~te U> be a: virgi:n.... It Wll.S tt'il'Qugh 

Olll"bt th6t the I.tnc~ of vll'gmttQ ~'$ oonfe1'1"@d u,'<tm~, ,atni b:f 

swengthtmbg ilhlJ!n1 t1dCN<:€i. ~en hn"e th~ pCl\f&1' t() :gae:t'iW'V,el"O in tl'itit 

'!/1f:'tue. ~f the' virgin birth ~cb W~i.'I f1,c~i'U$b\l).a in '~17~md$ 

~the ,g1o~ 01 all v1rg1f:l'&" 

0: 
i:rnf~_!( .a I¥gpt , 1{}:U78,."U'ltJ 

In a let,.ter ·to a wifnk,. St.. Atmt.tll!'<$iu~ ¢OJ1{Pf~Na too. mer! ~1 ~« 

V'u'tt1nd :tta;t es" d'l$l~tl'llgtihe latter ~me Over' dlothe;J.' ~$ of 

lite" Uot'!eva1'" bath ~~de~e and rirginity bdng f O'l'tb fnd:t: mlf<n'usot 

thlrt'1-'t'<>l.d JIM '\7U'glnity ti httndltMfold.. In ",,-,turn betb: cQnt'tj.tS.I',,'ftU wtLl. 

belr"~ed; Y$t v1l"i't!.itdty" being tb~ 1I'J01.'e A Med ,and ~.U.!"f..1~t rm.th, 

\'fill Ncelve ~ Q.."{cellent c;\'JJ!!~"" 

(; 

l£,l!iBtoAA.!sl Jsmrm ~bAAsR·jf 1(h5lS'-S19 .. 
" _ . -

The tNnld,tiOll :!'rom 1/1; cOl'WtlieratiG'll ·of St .. ~~n!{$'lust :Ueta 

cone-ernl:ng t he 1Hllee:t1e l Ull to tbr. t of St .. lltisil aM ll1s oo:ntl'!buti611 

to t he l iteratuN ~g~;l'&ing t ms.1l yocr:l.Unn is mooe 'b1' !f,ol,ttft.t, li'f~ 

m-ltei'l a s. to.l.1t:tt'nu 

;T .•. ,~.; ~ , 

.~ 



~ 

';Hf' t lq9'!"n the ~: eh,:;ol 01' Al~){sndr1.u , ~!h1ch gml' ~ t h.e 
Church Spint At lw,nitshw , 8 1'1(1 t he ~~ohool of Antioch. 
which would, give bal" ~;"' lnt John ChrytlOfi t C1n , t hfil 
;g chon 1 tIt Ch1ppmdoc:!~ f ome<i l.'it tK /V"t o f V 10. !;":!:fd.1 ':1 J 

2esf! 1nol 1-nfld t o a l ';"f:giarlcf.1l lnte r ,;.':J r a- t a ti ()I1£l t ha n tha 
forme!" , ~m.l l~i!fl oonf i ned t o H . t e i"t.tl !ntf: :rpr Mt l'i' tlc n 
tm!rt t he l~\ t ter . \l 

..: 

f'~rnt\n~1. }~our1"e t, 2 ~ 241 . 

...,. ...... _. _ --'a_~.__ r " 
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" he o f th~ l,'a(}st renmmet1 pr oductn c f th~ Cappndo? l M :3onool 

Wall ;J·t . 1l~g11 thft{)N8J; . b o r n ~bQut thlrt~/ ~ thr-it ,· Y~fi1"' $ ftf t1H.l" -S t . 

fd~ruln;!Hl luf' , a nd ·ne(}nntl only t o t ho ltl t t er a u u~r~nd.n l· ot t~ 

r;a i? t ~~rn GhUroh e~gid.f1st th~; h0"re ni~fi of th~ f'ourtll o~nt.i.n.·1, . ':the ir 

:; lvos ot f e r ltany po int ~ of tt.1mU a..rlty , tJo th tm n 8 1.rt" r~rltlg :m\Ud!l 

f r :m Il rec ln~ bl~tht'~'nll. ruld Doth <)f them e.ealolu~ ror th~ ~;,F rf ad of 

1;:F}na~itl,o l &t(/ . Canc 'fl rn1ns hi s 11tar.er1 ttr\ lent~ onts t /:n (U.11g crt t i oo 

ng Pe'<' t hat Ba nl1 t/ , G H!t rtom~n *~f,'1ang tr..e Gl"(l I'tKU , If t ha t 1s. phn~'Hlo ;;hy 

... nd r he t o:ric we r n in hit!! 6ubot'<:U na.te to t he oJ/tv.'- t ot gov el"nm9nt 

e fl(:l o.ctlvity"_ Hi s mln4 'iUl, S ,Jud 101oUii and pr~U!t1c G.l , h16 Gpe e oh 

n :Jule in lts 6 i t'2pllc:lty, . Sl g ni.f1otlnt vt h.is ocngu~..e.te r nl 1g ! ous 

nd ole.u alo~~l Qd:ue~}, t1on I nnis t flaile t1}e1ng11ng of r et{3' renO(!!G t o 

HDly Sor-1p ture and t he ol~s~l<Hi .. 
i - e h_ ~, (3 .. ~.~- ~~-~~~------~-.~ .. ----~--.. ~~~~~~~--.. ~~----~--.. ~~~~~~ 

IM.a . ~- A. ~lnd N,. C'P'~ 1r,~ t . op. olt., 938- 939 ; .; . 'fl x6r;;m t. ~}p . c it ., ­
:,70 .• 

One of the roo ~ t Bt11'":rlng p&rH;~g9r; ot OlH; U ' s pro f' ~ f a l"-~Htl 1T }Jep 

t~lk " 1n ~()d~rn oo l. l Q(;\d,ul l)iu~ll,l.noe- . 10 hie Pl->QevU~ }.nf)tlttl'.1~ 

~SQ~ ~~S:El. ~ or Introduc t ory Arm'" t1ea,l lr!l~ t1~u()t1on . 13. t . Unn11s ;lef.lk .s 

f'i&u1"atlv~11 of' t he rilonk as a 6olctu~?r i n t h;., Ml."V'ine or Ohrlgt 

th~ iUni .. 'i'hn t t he 

,'t-, ,:~~ ... 
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~hQt the uoldi~ 1.$ b eJ!!'ti#'&'''mri tho $aint ~ileduet."5 fl.'<l'tit the flori.pww.l 

'text:, IitIt UW~ will $O~~i!;~~, l et. Mm tollow", JIM .)~:t:'~ 1 «J)21' " 

tilUl"'e too, let 1lf3' S~Wi!Uit be",," h re~ is :rightly cana of _de per­

f'ol'tlrlnd t . &Ild ~i Cl'Q'ftl U h1s who. mI;1 hue n.e'CQmpl.:isil$d ~OOl!l1Mu.tl:f a 

1.1f'(t 11');8~e up Qt the, perf~~e of' noble: Mens. '£be h~': W be 

~~too to f1l"s t r:emt, W h$calld !t h"i.~ ()t tile lang, tt> tl~1lt1l ~lose 

bytbe KLngl s side" twld ·chs!l«l in !U.S< lmmi, 'to be revol'tm1tOn by the 

llI{lln"e.!"~ of tlw JrWg, ~ r$'eQut:te tile ~ over $Ubjete~,.,i},.lllii to, 11l'ti&r .,. 

c~e r.:Y1:tb t.i'le Kittg 00 behalf 0-1 Mend$ outld,-de too l"ti:W " f'ot' ~te~ 

t &'Wt'-$ th~ deail"8. 

~ 

l)j}lvh lDpt1~1i!oMc.f!M.g:" f'. O:... l'Eh co13l1' ~r;61.., 

' · -1 b . lao' 

~ St., ~u. ,·S WBt eOl"Na~l'\e.e ~1"9 gl,eaWlld: V':ad uus' NfeJt­

enOOl,l tQ tlu~ nto'ml.:&td.e lifa. The saintbeH~$ ~t ~!lcr1fd. tl-a:n 18 

NquiNIil b$' whtdl one -1 (\\}1ier<:4ne 'I'Iho 1~ r~t1y D$~ ~ vb'gin. &s11 

delt.!gM.tfilhw Q Gl1tl who ~$ melr' off:!)}rd he:rs:elt to ~ ~, Milt 

~~d mM'rlnge,. ~~ Ma;eJ>'librliU~e~ a Uf~Qf ho-l ln0:lIlt" 

10 
El)i$1a. 99, P. O., 18.001. 12"15 .. 

eonC'~rn1ne ,a, ~id.ate fo!)." 'R-thle truly hli()g~d Uf-e,it 3t. &~11 ~~nds 

th~t tha-l"e be plaef),d betOH bill} mind f-$ e)"e tOO trl~l.s @il im:r-d.lb.1P$ nt 

tb18 t'~~t'rlCt.'t!id and conf'ined l1f~~ litl'1d 'timt 00 ~ ~{;it£:bUslted in th~o 

.g0tMil th1ng$ to 'CQ-lU6 whi ch Ara liU! ~t 'Wl.G-eea. btlt mueh haw, beea p;re~.re! 

tot' those 'Who. .fum th~m#e:.l,.. !r.orthW ot t.l>ta 1.01"4 .. 

11 '" " - .... -.----...... 
!m,btQlS 2§. P'4jG., 1$, 001.109'1 •. 

,I., .>;<.~ 
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Oompltltnt:s h~d been ~de ~ lu~c 'IlU1aOOl"llot ~oo who l'md wltn-

drv'fm tram t..he ~~l"ld to j ,oin BasU in hi~ reu e<t t, (!If tJ:w.$& the .saint • 

~i too t bat. tb~~ beu aoout !d til. the;m t1teauff el"1l..ngs .u.f ehr~t, flJ'ld 

eanwUlIti'.ei r 'Oftle(!6~ ~ t'QllO'iiJ' 00«. Uta d&clves tb:la.t, im 'I'loul~ giVi:t 

hti'1 ®$le lire tbd his t~U,ltB sn,oul.d k to bnVQ had wlt1b bi$. unde.t' his 

galrumcs,. m n C)-~ r~l"ot:esl:fiul$th:ts holy diwtpline,., 

' _ , j .... , • . _. " _ __ " u-'-'- ._~ _ _ u _ _ .". ~ •• ~= ___ ~._._~~~_"_'_ 

12 
ti:a>12tstUl 1$1.. P' ..,G""J la., tWl;:t. 129~12';.;~ .. 

'h·1t1n.u' t;() monb' und~ ~ d~ct1Dn:,. St ... &sil is np~ntl,. CGnc9}";ul!d 

le;tt. th&ir t tif,.Jth . Uloo-. 00 a:ff~¢te'lt by the btlrrwiii's flf that t~.. '&"sU 

fir.me the~ tb.1i-t. ~td .. otn&s$ at lU"~, ~8.~ it be l U U}unM by f l'.i th" h 

UtiS16nt1/; flM"" 110. c<tutiana" cefliOpm;! eonfaGl>lnn' -of 'f~itl.l, i f it bsd.twoid 

t:>t good WOl'Q, l:'Gnd~r us pl~~t~ toQft. But ! ,t ;1.$ ~~(;l~Iil,.r¥ t ht"tt the.r 
B'honld mz:l't. ccnCUr.renUy in 10:rd~ thl&t UrI! Jl'fan .of .~ .t!'lG" '00. ~ng aM 

wi:tho,ut hlemd.$.h,. 

i i -' .$ - 1 . 

19i1ft9:l& .~i.,. ~'ioQ"" 16. cal£l.,. l 400-1i lO .. 

'l'itesubj-'l'Ot of t'lldlen 'V'tl"gluLl\u,. aa tl1q t ie}"(\! ruled,. ~ tnlly 

't>r,t,U~ to eQl"ly c~n., ~$ one '.ea.n ~ly m.m&Ol'Stf?,na whml he 

t'f:Cl.lls ~t t.he 'V<)W' Qt ~~rtli&n~nt ~of~$"rl:crcn ~$ ~t hltNduc" \UJ.Ul 

tl;6 U~ of St .. Badl., The ~~t.I#" \$ k-a1iiln l:l:1Mp.po:tn-~t tn the ~'fMtton, 

el' O:m1 ol ~ 13 ~d by. t tw W'ans'la'Wt'f 

~t h.."U'! b6co~ at Umt ~1nott ~.rlng at yOU%'~ t 
~t dueoreus cnar <1o-te1'# tallai.-t .sll1.t})la U:n$:(il\ ~t1ttlUC 
a nl"ga, ~t bell,ltt1f'ul bl~ ;tit (iDdeaty." ~ml tM.t 
e~~ly pall():F, 1IiM@ 'blOOD t hl-oUigb t_~e :and 

.,:;-o;~ .,. 



vlfJlla lknd has II raat.~..nQj) mor e rultU"it11ng tt-.J1-tl urq 
ruddina$s of' ~11:? HQlrotten, .,n 1 00 

'eQ t-ru.l t you mi.gnt r l'elSe"e your 'f'i :rgini-tlI 
s:PQt les;;; , did 'fou ~~h~pa tJhad tP'-...arc&? .... '" fihy Utled 
l' $ven 8(~ et 't.M ~l."$ ith:teh you hrJ.ye ~~ol vcd 
~ugh l im fn;m Hi~ 1!Wl1D~1'5? Or of tlm 111'0 
you; li'ftd a.tlal\8 the rucina? Or the ~rdS G:f'C<WA~n-
4-~U{)n for 1 t)'Ur Vi~ln1ty?,.",.,. ,.l3ut tlow. whetl a sU~ht 
~C'Ze of the ,spirt t of the wodd 'tm-,$ l"f:lf!.ehed 1OU • 
.... .. YQU bAn r>Jnollnoed aU thfJBE'l thtng.tl. aM have 
.~nged that hono:t"0d ,~ highly prJ.z'6d posSQs$iGn 
fer e bi"1.er~nt or ~. np:10i\sm'e tJh1~h 
UQ-Nle.a )"our pdato t or the :tIiO:!tontl1 but i«rhlcb y~ 
wIll :BOD tb'ld maN b1 tt<u' 'tlmn ( -<111.1. '11 
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.' 

~~~ ____ ""~ ____ ~ __ .. ~ ___ -._'-~~-.~~~u.~ __ ~ ____ ~ ____ ~ __________ ~ __ .~ ____ _ 
1,.1 ' 

Lgt'Wl" ~ .. 'trdns1atcd '~ ~I 1 .. Date'l."l't't-d in §frt, ,&.aU. ~ l .etAAr\s . 
291. 

~ see~ of \h& fl'(lrO'R.t't CnVlK'.Qflciuhstt !li:lS st . Gl.-ego:ry NfJ;$im'lzan-. 

~ere he d1'fe 'IdU:In be wnf) d9S1k~'bt~d ort~ ot iJ'la f¢'tus G:rtJet &,~tor~ (Jf 'the' 

East;, lW would bl;,ve been tho first ~ ennlltmg'O t~ t1t l e . I s tt, iOl""a~p"':t 

beco,u:iG 8e~,.n f elt N tlselt to be l' kindr oo npirit to G~rytJret. he 

has wri t ten ~O touohingly (j,oout M;m? 'tiVe'l"8omlly tf1tm1ugtJ is N~.r.n1 g, 

lest::rl.ptl0:0' of thiG I!d nt, e-.nd i n tho paral»l:trt<St! tbet h$ hnG m do of & 81118 

-eUc 1Ja~ It one ni ght t li'-C1C'/ th&t NsmtrflD lPlJ.S retleetin,g upon his oYm 

ehuoac-wr: . 

15 

.tJ1lhli'.w -no j)-imY ~..mtd the ere_ .. no .net 
t rt tLJJe-m,. no, puce 1n eouno11 or in Wlrt; 
lWr ~n u.ti'" J,lQl" j udaes 1..bt'M.ed on: high" 
Smile on I\Y rae"" tmd to fft!'J 'MIlN.l;I cs;<eply .. 
t-&t O~h $$e-k >i!J»:'t h ' e honOl.tr.a.J be it ~ 
-One l fi;r to dIe.l'bh, nnd Qfl9 melt t o .uwJ 
Stl'lalght 011 U>wtl.rrl& h1C.l!:',ven to ~f!a 111t.h. 

stnglu bent, 
Tb law_ @d l ow 'ffr3 Gad.. and then to. db eont0:tl.'t. D 

1 ... * .. 0'. II;!~ll, nPf. 'cUt •• {a2. 

" 
,;:,,~ 



58 

f, ~tuqy of the li v-es or Saints 'Basil and lli"egpl"Y would fJU'pP.1l a vorl t able· 

mine of eompari,'5>:m.'l end cmnt"rast s ,. an oloa-:ely parall~l\'\'ere those Uvea 

in the sn1nt,s l i..'1itial. social position, cdueatlon, end ecolesiastical 

.pre:fe~ent.; aodiY'orgcnt did they OOcrn'le t..1:l.rough d1.ffe:r'lmcer. in t alent, 

chtJc]\>SC t eT, and ?ersona..U ty • 'r.ix$t"t:)l'lt f oresees the futm-e, dto{tadence· of 

patl"olog1cal Ute(t"ature in Gregory's style,. wbieh he terms Itornate . 

graceful.,. IMld e..lightl.y a.ffestad .• l1 '0 speak in p~4'Ox, 1:t was 1n spite 

of J or because (}f Gregor,r' s Ie eli: of' simpUei ty, that of e.11 Gbrlstian 

m-l tal'S he Was' tihe lOOstadlidred in. tiVJ ~zal\t1.ne perIod ... 

_. -.~.---~--.. , ... -----
16 

J.. Tixeront I 9-1:),. Sit,., 1'7i!. 

- ~ --~', .- . -~ ~ - _.-

How serious ~:i'a"sGl'E!8o:ry't g a t t itude: .eoneornlJl,g hi$ lltev:ary t a lent is S€len 

in bls 'sixth ora Uon; in which he relt):tes his renunciation qf wo-Jaly 

... _,urSl1ttg and !JOcssessions upon W.a aQQpt i on of tllelllQooatic life", He 

e()neludes:~ 

17 

IfDistrotn"S:e ~lone I ret&in " as bdng t hG servant of the 
Word, nor should I eYer willingly ne:gloct tllb posses­
'sion; rather I hollOtU' and embr't'"ea ~d t !'..ke more pl.easure 
in it tl'mn in ~Ulother things in whicll the many ta.ka 
pleaSUl"e:jI; en' 

J_11. Co, Ne'ltllllln,On.,£1$, •• 61 .. 

In st. .. Grego,ry<t,s .r~(,ilJs . pntiun on St-. Basil, delivered, doub'tJ.ess" 

'On the t'it'$t tllln1var,G~ry o.f t ltJa sJaintta death,. Grog:017tt\lc(:)s oeCS$ion to 

,rai.'Se the .:z:eg,l of Bas!l ~ '1 furtheri ng IOOnastici.sm 'in the FAS.t. lleo·'bs,et'"Ve s 

that by being born of It 'dl1'gin; Cbdstaeem&d to sanction the life et 

,;.;~ ., 
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v1~lty.l fl a 1'f.i. tttdrnl'r1ne one from thb Ufe c.trl s~f'l'U"atill& him t'r't"\l!';. tb 

,}orld., o~ ·rt:.ther tr~ntuad.:t.tj.ng hit:. f"f't)tll Oh~ ~rld to- a.nethcl'. from the .( 

pr~sent 11.re to that of tlw r'Ut~ • 

. -9 ij _ _ 
-~-"'""-~-~-"~....,.".. 9 t .. ~ ... 

18 
Crfl t1:0D !:S" ? .. G~, ~€.l,. ~l. 1007 .. 

Atw:th@;r of the 6(titrt t s orations,. ttiet do1tw:red t,-t the dSlIth of 

bb &1atf.'r" Gol"gQniJI ,- contains a ~t'flretlQ.~ t.a the t 'lll) ~:trel:' t vo.utl.ons i n 

life... Of tbtll't6 St. G~(.'SOl7 e.o.ns idartl 'Yit'gi nity t!lOra St1blir"e ana God­

l:Utn, t;bough lrt(}l"t1 ~\bound:1:ng 1~ t:rt&l ett;!. Ml'ds:ld.p.,. 

"",'" 

19 
QrntioU st, p.o., 20" col.. 50~'. .. 

. ' 
In u groui) of' poaor.s :;}ddre9S0~ to otlit)rfl (1n eontr..aat to t:d$ auto:b! phlC{';ll 

pM7Im) St . GroI!ot'Y :Url.i~ea with h eert.5.w i!ellenluf) ion behalf of I:\'l()l! ..... _ 

In thecour~e ()f th1 s oxll(}r~t:ion tn& sf;l,!nt Sllmclw &1: the~ :!JiB !'!'Chl'"bt-

bec.re:r.a . " Estr4:~d *otlf'tlU"thlyp(>sr.oSS1()l'H~ " thGii' cmly fJ(}~!!eBSj.oo is: 

thntwi'litu,) i s $lPl1'rut;e" ,"h1eh 'ld11 not p()l'i l'm l'iO'l'" pass to ::~Mthor, tlnr.?u11 1 

their .eeJ'ena ~ent14:enee vt Ufa f,)t~l"tlQl.. -rbQ·se who have eG&.~Yoo' to live 

tho solitUT m e haw ll 't.tn1~ tU& i-U gr..e 

Otht<l"f), . liM l~Ve thfJ si:I!l:.,l:e U f e ~! ththe:1:r SI<.mnstic br(/'ttlr~n., Fitlt'lil ~gl~-

1n€r 6'taiPtl:> l.tlvl Stble t.o the mult:i:tude,. w.ces of t.l'...e Ith'l''Ol'tal Ofl&) II 

clotJrod in flosh. It !t{!nin he (''rlo13· thf21Ja as his glOery, utbe nost bril:.iflnt 

o~ent of' bill' flookft (,,n(t "t hO-se ~l;:elJ:Uant $hoep ¢£ Clll'htt's 1"i gat. htl.nd .. if! 

2'1:: 8>12 :ot $.~9 .. 

~ . ~,~~~~--... ~--~--~-------------

.,. ,:."'~ , 
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ttl St. Gl:"tlgC17t<s If/Qt''al ;re~nlSt; ~Xt a~ l1'.¢"\1ly bUnd:r.ede ()fllne~ 

11m tM su'b,j.oet. 1>1:' vh·gi~1t1. bl a c;!alleetion o:f tl'.c\tghts '1;X:r~3S~ as." 

dbtidm, the &ain't. :rooo~t".df! e<>Iilplete ~nune~tiQt1, ei!tl.ling tl!i~l v1~_ 

3,P'(}UOO'S to of"facl ' ul ~$ ~ QG)d~ the monk i s advi.~ed to 'ildthdraw bib 

SQul hot'! tile 'Warld and to l et U. l1'~t) fal" dli~cbed f'ro~ his body. 

i l 
&pe{latl;, tel. MoNti" P .. fl." 2ltSl.9,. 

- , 

In n ~tiso ontbo virt\te:" St .. &~Tyenri.$ix"n$ l'. deubl .« 

ebIU"tl$ of m.en Qfld angela $ingi~ ~l.tgrn~t!it~ ~nd in UlilisG'ifl t he ?l,,&!f'~~ 

01 tho. d1vine naturn q'<i ~J$Sty .. 

2~ 

Ib1'3 ... 419 ... 

An~th~ seetit';ft o.f' th~ mon l po''-3 t.l'ElaU oftbe tmg,t! t lld-ea of 

thewri{)us ~..tnd$ ar lU'~... Aft er rofOO lI'kiug t;,.~t til-we 1G flU Ufe ,wi t-

4lble to al1 6m-iBtime:" ~ s~intlt;ftim!.lJ #in y&11 '1'1111 nnvl1ladvanMd in 

1.\ ;pQri'eat ~~ IjloU$ th6hi.gll~t ~ethJ' ::roo 111..11 00, 00 leng~~ af ~rtal 

nature, bttt. acel$l1ttiilll 00i~ .. !l 

2S 
,thi.uu, 442 .• 

----~-. -.-~-,~. ~. ~--.~--.~-~.~ ---'-~- --~------.----------------

,:tn:Wrt).$'tlng t ot" ~r terf$.f~I'l,9!$~ ·Ql ~~j}8iM, and in contra-Sit. 

19'1 t.h St. 'G~SOl:" ~ $ tt.<mi\l j)l"otus~ o~3a;ton ~, e st'f,rle~ I)f del!uiti ons 

aati:tled PpDnitiotl§ti 'Wu§. !J$-l\l!~lIli!i.. Virgin:i1'¥ is de:f.inGd a s $ go,!ng 

out oftbe body; a monk b on& who livas fOl' r.QQ, a:n-lll Hi m a1000; ~'Il iI" 

. ,. .,~;;~ ~ . 
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monastttry lI!~laG 'to thE! aw.:intto be n mt1 titude assembled T..o&fetber tor 
.. 

the ~i;t().ue ol'o{l.lvation. 

'~4 

Ibi,cl., 54.5 . 

P.llrnl'!;}l$ nQwh~N in, the POel!l9t4'!. \!j{trH,:t l!lb t he .f~tba1"lY' solid tude 

fd' St... ~QW'J gl'!o.t;;n t1S' cl@:tlrl5.~ .QS ttl his ~Jl1 t ion$ &.n1 (!QlJl)Gi1b to 

rirgiQ~.. MpMu<llYl! he Q.~ts to i.t')tel"n~l ~rlt1 an'l ltv exll.~ri· ' 

man!fe$ta:tl~n-l®d~f'ty " l"~ili'@1 too., is c!J.'lOl1.ll;llif'ie\tl tho i'aot t hat ohaatity 

m.oont nn-'b only 'bQdily contifton~ but an ~il-embrucing purltq ot mind ru'ld 

act.. St. Gr6gol,.as~rure$ tJ:o.e ri.rci.u ~t Ghe b:1tfl lD!'}ny' $sfeguar'ds ot 

ehnsti ty ~ l.e't tOO t,.".at' IPf ~d t!\!! he har .strong. fsurtir.g N n'.ioT ho\'" f1"e~ 

£rem rles~ ., hill.' ontlre 10V0 bG tltrongly' tirnctedto God" l'llio call still 

GVflXY deQl 'te t &"Qign to eelo!.\Ual b9111:gS. In ftnotJ>w'"r r..atJ~g(3 St.. Gregory 

admonishes Uta, v trg1n to be lJI1Tlq$ aut h6nor t.o h~ t\l}H)UIle" Let hOI' purify 

bolO mind 'by leamlt~ il:nd ~5dom" tl:us.t $he PJAlY UV~ honorably Ilk lif'e of 

bonor. She ha~ ~ot1$&d t»rporea1:,ly the vi~:: of the intellect,. ,pw.'etW.ng 

here 'U~}O'n e.nrth tbc f>.Jtgcllc Uf"e. 

St. GNg~ ~4.srul t.he 11!l~rttinee af fdJft?le"unaffected dres,:$. 

Let th~ virgink ado~t be to be wUhoot &~ont; t o.t 6M b [~d()med 

m th ~ h1di'l~ul ~u't\Y,. the Spot,lse ofOhrlst tM i(1.ng .. 

26 
IbM.. Z5&9" :52", .. 

.. ----~--~~--~-----.~----~--~--~------~------------~------~----------------~ 

, ~. 
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t!ll~t too frequent eontiaet 'il1t.b ~{;lple 1l\Q!l tb<>.t ciwJtti ,tJ' 01.' t he 

~ft-Getioa3 that. h$. SSlOUfm l"tlquirQIiI , ' let thg ~lfi'gili'il liP'll' like 1'0$0--< 

peb.l~'J 1" n ci0sed.. f~~ Yirgitu:< tb<l ~'1ut p.rei flilU~ t OOttC wham ~ 

do' l'1O't know, ~tld he denl~l"6"'a tbat the rlrlJlu ~:ul~ oot g1017 ia h(1J'r ~oot 

d6~ £'01" l'U'gi mity,. if Qe~p ~1tMn h:~. $he ~~$ hel~ ~a:r't ·to other 

affioe,t1on~ ~~ ~~ G£ c;..:ri~t.. Li-Ilt1ts ~d ~ ,~~ to the lwS'~>lt."tllt7 

l1t thfli eunVt-mt.} .;x. ru,llW 'l'ti:thoUtl. n illeR is ;bet~ ~n ~ filled #i th 

~Ul:~ guaots", tOl~ lllOdiilo~ty llrU l ~or1ah Ul a crmrd,. hom tbi$ it haP:.~na 

1).tuat. vi%'ginit"J b ci$3MRc01\'~-d.. No," flhQuld th" Yil'gln be. ~t" t o l eave< 

h~w t·Q·n~lt to go M p;tl.gl"-:1ma~ to d:1;$tentboli 1~&'~a. f olt DCb.1"is t t..~e, 

nng 1s ritbinthe homt'f of (lV&Jl",e oo. -IUltt ,close" y-, 1nthe vel7l hettl't 

ot t11s bel.cved. '• 

- . 

,llthe..u.gh St. .. Gl"eJ5l1l'.r:r"a pro~ a-nd p@:t\try' i -s llot ot hi zu.at.ain~ 

I!:Ixc-cll .ne(}., it eontain~ £':t'~~u;mt; f'1fiillflum of l>l"Uli~n"t fom or th~ht. 

~ j. tbe'l"$ 1$ ~ ~Stl.3$ in :Uw ~e:ction of th~ Mel"-aU", enti tied -If;} 

Pr~15lii o£ Virgml tyf!' whiCh i t> lthe one &£ those 1""-bo£ ~Jiiic de,scripU !)>> 

f;f()' tr{9-quent in the ARl\03-d!" It. m ll 00 q;uQ'ted itl .1 ts oo:tJ:rotl' 11\ t& tin 

u'ansld1o)1 . OeetiU$e .~ ~'1 til . t.!w. diH4'tra~tJJige ~Uall-s.la UtJft, 1 t El"~. 

pUf'10s th~ "f:re-a"d~ ~!l'l1lItdQn M.'tl tl~n~ i$tyla of & int Gr~g017. 

." 

r.;,'U~at~tW. p1fit€lr ~;a ta.bul b 
l%OOif:1nli'l's 11l1neJil$.-

teV:UlUS pr1~ of, (t~c1orlws llotilll 
,S~C1_ aubWlt-e t.entttt; (toblde wrt) 
Cmai, emJ'Um ~nW'e to~m ehM>lYit. 

et'£,1gi:e~: 
ale Yi~1Ilital}) C1u'iltti ~s semper 

'4lU1etollt:t$.., 

,~..;~ ~ 
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~, 294...;295. 

l~-iuu ,u!e~ 1 !'1 p;:i.u.e!$ vidilit ... t~t et 
u,::.britl a.lYl1 ttl ~""til.t , 

~I\:dlu lex eolQdbua OOSCUl"(l ~Pi.m-ontibua 
RegJ~,"l t ,. at dccultua &91untlor pauelli 

afful~i.t .. 
fi t Pcstq\1mO Clu~istul1l ex casta l'm.tre 

virgins 
Jug1 _~'r'te., Doo simil1, 1n(»lltzuninata. 

pr odiUM. • • 
oonet.:tfieaYi 1:1 tomMSt EvalflQu\1l ~~~rb&", 

l"apuU t . ." 
'func profoeto, virginit::ls m;;)rtal1bn.~1 

UJXl.ut .tJi,l."nditla , 
&lut& m\lndo , ~c mundQIJ 1ntlr~ solYentt, 
"hn'to In''M.a~t1or alupt1.ia< ac 'ir:h~e 

vlneulilil, 
:;W.llto afllll'it1 l~ro~St>lt C.l1rne , 

P;t. tel'1'a l atwrM coelum, ot vit.a tluit6nt~ 
St tobll1s bo~ Wl"Ut.il vl til , of. iJtr:ua ~om1n(r. 
'i'unccMl"'U.S a1rea Rege.lit lues c:1:l'cWlli-

nuenttJ::l stetit l.tu-::.:nculntua, 
Coelestis e terrth proparans fieri Deus, 
Cbrbt1fer, crucis cul "i:.or , !!lUndi eot'l:­

temp-wI', 
UQ~t,uufl tenastrlbuu, cn"'l@~t1bu$ de{l1 t\Ul. 
Mtmdi lwnintJ., clarl« lucia BlJ6eW.a , 

.1 Pe~ Cl)n~f)l.ilntutr' ,. quoll'UR. Deuo 6n:t, 
et qui De:t $lmt. 

63 

" 

F'O';t' SMi'n' hea\lt if of lit&t'~l'Y exp:rs$aion it if~tI.ld C.e dltf10ult t.b 

ltrputJ N;t;'Wl3fUl'1 s tll'AtlGl& ':;ion of CNgot·y' fi plea t or underatand1ng of bllJ 

fl1g11t f'l"()1'..1 ne t-b e Ufe' to the 6ol1~ude of Bn !til ' s ret.lt'G&t i n r ontus . 

TherQ 19 auo e 1""lM l'b bl e aS,li:nl1a;d,ty betWGon the ~alltw;nts hl)rf) $:x. ':re~,... 

.. ti .SOw) ot t.hoso uttered by th~rt;8U in 'IlIn.11m\: 

"tiotb1ng $''OlJ1~d to me so (Ir ed" fil:.S. by elo4ing up th .. 
sf.lns~s, ~1 bdng 1."'id Qf i'leru1 ant! wo.rld, fl-nd ret.iring 
UI30n one i IS ~olf'" and touching nothing t';Uj1L!U1; except 
when ~bsQluwly neco~~ary, nn.d convor sing nth On& t d 
<Jelf "'.ud God, to live a bove things Y'.lsible., and to 



2~} 

'bcttl> \Iii thin one the tii ville vio.1Ql\ w.·t .... ~$ cl~r. 
puN f l"Om tbJ:l l!hi fUng i q ll'os'&l ons o:t' eartb , -

tl"UB ulX-l:"or Wl:>ull1ed of God r.nd tho tbillglJ 
oi'God, nQW and Qv~r, adding light. to U~bt tbo 
hrizlitf.tt' to tho dlw.l;tJ;r " gtothox'i-ng "von nQ}'t 111 
bo~ tho bltl~S.edne&U of tha tiorlr.i t.o co.t\:\E! , -­
(flu.1 f;.Q tl')IlOcil..:te \;li th }neel.$ , IThUtI ~t.Ul Oll 
oortb, 1!Jav1n~ the eutb fU}d l"Bboo alof't 'b:I t he 
.';,).Ii r 1 t , q!Otso of you i$ l3td · ten wi t b tl:d~) love 
kno~$ wire t I 001'" fI 

.)' ttUwO"" flewun. Weott. " 62. 

64 

.. 

'1'0 inr:,llUH li'lMt.be chtil"~',etor .. n4 writi lliS or $4Unt. John Obrysost 

e.:ft&r oolJsl ded .ngth-oae of S" .. et·fltgo17 Nttz1anee.n is". 1~ld~ed. to eooount.al' 

a totally d1t.fef'Gllt pel'sonnUt;y, 1£ ono CGJi .1udgt'} COl"t-tlCtly at oS chrono­

loglcnl dbt .r.ce of fir-teen c0utlu'ies . Gt'GgQ17 fl.od 1ntl'.i.gutl i C~'$ostOltl 

as bishop of Co~tnntiaople, '!m& nei ghbor to , ald 1.o6ueapl!! blY. lnvQlvf1d in 

that gred embod·~ent ot tntrigu.b, t he ByZ(4utllle COurta Gregowy grAs:rtt)u 

.at thl! d1sntfeotivn to b1roaelt of his dbordinate$ in ortl¢X" to t ender t he 

l"6S4JnUt100 of ttls 'bi shopric; OhrY:Sf)utom en'llul"ecl e",MUl'o .. tfJlll!lOrnry e.1d.lv , 

.tmd at.t emJJi @ u.pon his lif e ~tol'e lW surrendered hl~elf' to the soldi.er . 

otthe emper or. Yet, 1null~'t\tnllyttlld ap1.:r1.t uall1, their o~per1onotlu 

h~Q been siml.l.l!t:r. CluySOStQlll 1I/a6 well ooucaW in tlro 015$610f.1 und r botoric 

li t Antioch, and like Sai nts Oregoq find Basil, ppenta nUlliber 0.£ ,~n in 

the l}~etlee of r1.g16 Ils·citt;l,Q1a:Jl in hb o:srlleJ' U fe.. In :faot" he r eturned 

to Ant1ochbecauJ$0 bis hN lth was beln~ tlna~lned by t wo yeU$ of ll.f"e 

as an ancbtw.t te. 'or the lte~t of lib U te. as ~ Q).$othtJ case VIi til the 

two 9ap.p&doo1at'l.lll, ne .sutfl}:red frOla pbysieul dl&\bllit:l e8 .. Hence, U will 

no $uen tn,"l t ~sosto:m \faa Mt n; mn ~10 could 00 rog~Ned 'With i rul1tf el'0nce. 

Uo l1as. ala Me'· de&c:rtibaa him, tl61 tlMt to l';I8ke both :t"rlend~ mld enemias io •• 
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but his fl"i1mds ~:l !Jim .11th tt, lo..;¢ ' st'1:'cna;.n:t tbloL/;l "dlitfl.th* .jt, and, li'..Ql'\J 

burning tl1M'i 1cbellt i :lt~ftl it wa~ ti\ll~t to ~ c$., ~~t¢<l ,: 11' he ~tl 00 belcied. '" 

-in .. ----'----

vv ")'~7-N a.,s .. ,; 

t . ?p ~ 

~ne't':;l. B'tQt$mflpt~ are ~:.t~~ d~~cN'J.:;). it ! :'.? true; y'et thc;\p a.r0-

almo-~t t).l.l'i~ Wte~3til,e, if 011111"" ~Cl!u:ae ibho;:' rurn.leh fj,n o:p~:rt.un1t)' 

foc$' d~batQ. It OM were t,c. bruIa~l !>, g1me'r3 l1~~t1C{.1 l~~~~'Mibg tho fOl "" 

Gl'tmt Doctql'S -o:f Uil'> ~!ift t M I.dght Ol'1:m>"J t.h~t ~tOOng t.w.(tllti;)th century 

en, ~il)t r.~s1\W '-lOuld ;o:"ij 1elll t o tho chur~tl; !it!i nt" Basil cnd 

Gregory to tJ~-e sehoUl' ; and Saillt John Ohl'y80$to~ t0th~ avel':'age U;.lUl. 

'i'bo. lA t to'%' ~S, Jainently, .~.t S t.'Ian ~ ll1s 'Iit:'111 t.Y is ove¥,~W$l'bg,. 

:QOp1ng dl betOl'tl :1 t " uWlW.ud1ng that b1$ mii!n1ngs be heeded ;. bi.a c.om ... 

m"lnd» obf':yOO .. 

T,1Jw:ront. l'i'J'&%'S tt~t hb e1OtlUGriCO \W\.a prcemi:nent..w 'PQpllu and 

~}rt.;ciiool, dtheu jI.l:t 111$ I t\ngwlt10 <f6lS of u. r..ul'i't1 Ul'..l"lVaU(td Gl00lli! <'11:' 

~1 tel'S. Seldom it> ilia Toodo.l"c'o:tl~Ciou$ tbtt t ChryGostQo b &pply1ng 

t'tI;l (;6 of or~tor1cal rA6tox'1c" Avoiding' philol;So:OOic,",l c.nd fl'\}StWt.tlt it' ..... -

. ~on1nih tbv u~U\t J.)J·'nf'or s ! U 'llstI'i,t!cn.;, eollt~rl$one~ ond 'U"gwaQn"bc$ POB-

8f).Ssing popllln:r appe.al. Newr:mn fiuotes i~t!ul) t ~t.nt<;~t Qf th$ l.ettert s 

tldDd~t1.<m 1'o¥' 'ehrY6ololtom,:"l!c (lVfJI' in an his m"iting,$ Pllts before him 

bis objoot" w be useful to hb hes.;rorrt ••• llM tHJI to ~11 othQr ~tters, 

h.e &1thol' a1m.~lr Fut thfiil '~Hlido. QZ"tocl; the lot,tst posd~ MUoe ol t"hwa. 1l 

---.--.~ -"'-~- "'-"'- ~"---~~~-'~--~ 

Sl. 
J ..'l'1x~n:t" 2;:), S1 t.. 1i'O~ ; :J .!i.C:. tr~1<!!'.&!>n,. 9u. cU,. 2~ ... 2;s.S 
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Cbl"1flO t'ltola'.~ '1l7'i t1~B" ~r0 mUBM'Ons th&ll tllOa>(!I of' .any' Qth~l' 

Gl'ook Fe~iIl', eQn be gr(!}llp~Q :l.nthn lj olaadfiea t ionl.u 'ItQ p\m6ula 'l , A 

boJdlieu,. aM l etters . ~t1ng flf'Otrl the ~~11€tr ~dod -oj' hb U fe" 

'~hoo he, :th e'll in (Uclc£ltie r etirt!'.ll'lElnt aJIlf)rlf'r thtlI· mountains near Antioch, 

~ ehier uoplUloul.i1 tl co-nc'Iern moMXlt,1eba or " !acetic. /ilibjeQu ill gfuloral .. , 

or th1s fl'QUp a work IWbj;C'h weU ~~mvli£18ll Ob'r!{8oStOtl ',» Q:r&tiQl".1 .i.e Ms 

cOl'$p&rison of a IllOnk and a ~, itt wblch he f)·tteltft Pl 'QC!f t hat too 6Ql ... 

i~l"Y i f] 1"1ch~ q<imore ,p<)'1f6X'fUl ~n ~ pt'ince. Be w o dtltvQw # h1~elt 

tothn ph:UQso~hloal life " a n the tr~nli\ stic ~~fes$1Ql'l lWi$ h~qtlent1y 

cll1.1.1t l.d , ia i!'! eber" illI;'Il"e l 'edQuhtable in war " :I!o1."O capnblG of doltll,f good 

to If.en., Q.M tl'tot'e lul.,p.py ln r .. b l~ltt ~ent~,. 'Fbe philoso'foool' hag (JQll!n1on 

over hb own ~~l:d.on~ aad ~ttons~ the l!!lQw,urcb over- a Ut!t1ted u\lfilb",l' of 

c1tbs, countries and pAoplas J hence ttw l*'bllo,j')}lhB:r i s- ;001"$ ?Qwer-:f'u.l 

ba~~;tl'li,i he _k~8 the div1n6) l ew 'the rule ()t' bb ('"ctl4>llst 'Wh11~ t h<t kit'Vj 

is d ave to ~d$' ~IiJQiun~. C~nc@rn!ng t he Wlt'r~ they fl. , tna philo~uphe:1", 

Or' lIWnk, CO~$ w blc\fs wi.th 4~$, ~:reh-o~ ~ ~l" rrith QQd lllinse1r ltlll 

hie belJ~r. t011 tJ~· ptU"po8e ~f d'et>Qndlng the oi:\.Ui#eof rlghteowmes.~ and 

tb~l W:Or'abi.p otGod. CQn~e1"~1y, the ll!lo~t"Ch WM"$ tlgalntlt ~~ian, f'ol'" 

the $tlk~ ot ~in1ng P<ls~,H)tlaion ot' S()mo w ffito't'Y aud 1s il:1pnllcd by g'r~e4 

land ~n unju:st 4etd,~ tG~taM hi tt d~lotl. ClU.'y~,'mstoIll i~~ en ~ eor,' pllu,"a 

t ho happil1less of tbel sol1t1ir.ry 8M the kiDS a t niflxt;., the: n:r.tur;sj of i 001 

that are e.ble to 00 tot' others , ~nd Utllt-t!y ,o-n:tlpal'eG the Il!IOWt sad king 

in tllEl n.ext 11te. 

11 . -' ~. ~~~'''''''--'''-~~- - ... -. ~~ - . ,-- .. _ '- " _ .---"_. -- - . " -- - ~- . --- --.----..... ,.>.-.-•• -~~-. -52 . . 

PPm2'~,~t4Q f!wgi l!\ OWl lto!l!:iSh;9A 1'.0., ~~, (:018, .. ~87;"'::;.94 .. 

' .'''~ 
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It tf{M'l, .vrobr.bly' Qudng th~ :perioe of bill! <,ie.~conship tbat Sni.!lt 

J obn Ch:r;y50stom m-ote tbre-o srw: U wm'}:$ .f1K(l1nat t .he enosdes of the 

ua~t1o l1:fe . In t hof'ir-3t bauk the tldnt e.:lQl.ldml MWtruOO dan.[;Qr 

tbq incur who f'I. t tto.ck ho~ :P~ople nn~ Eriends 0:1.' (k)d" in no\~l.l ty . 

" 

ii'll 

onlythOlllllolvea, a~ is ivOO, by t he J'O'ii'S, tlho PUt Chrbt Gnu Hi" ~!J08t.la 

to ~ tb and therea;f'tor $uffer~xi tim tlli.a-fGl'tutisa t"ftltl t<;).<j Qy Joaepws .• 

Ue conel~ea ~ tihowlng t'rolll wbnt gNat MllgOrs thflY' t'1',s,Q th'!;"'UWelvG9 wl~o 

ui th.>1raw f:rom tho society I;)t thh wO:l~ld. Tho SO:C0:M wOl 'k :t.a nfuiressQu 

t.o n ~~n wbos.e DOn I, It convert to flbri ;tt!anity, l'.as become It monk" 

'itb the $.1d ot logic nnd ~fl,t'llples, drawn :froll). t he bi.story of :ancient. G!'OOco, 

C1l!7sc>stotl prows t wtt true wasHb lies tn· tho acorn of ill WEi!al tb, toot 

vtrtu.. gi""$ gl"e.aWl" $pl.endor than opuleneo d003;. Mld tha:t. it J'1:I15.0$ one 

~ll1l'ld t;lH! PO;lJet' of'~. f}eyelop1og t lle.(1f.1 p" ints , hn deoo.ri~,J the 1,:,v(!I 

of rieMl.l aJ IlIOI'O Violffllt ta .. n Satll<lWll lo.V0, rOT that ~mn beeot'J1ng 

·8QUro~ of the greatest torture.. To pr-DW hi. conunt.lon tlte. t the. ycut.b.f'tJ...l. 

monk lV3,S redly' :dehor t han b1$ f~ther, mll"1S0$to~ ~£tit"IU tlLt't 1t the 

torner w.0l"eto 6.ak lI.QY m&;m of fi Ohrbtbn dbt.inguit}Mr:l for 111e w.nl tb 

Etnti piety" the Ohrbtun uould comply wUhthe :r4qus-at lJot'B et;gor l y t.b<ul 

·one of the f-ather ' s fJe-"/lIn~~ "auld obey his O'o~~.nd ~ It, thg t ", t.hef' r egr atg 

that bU son will not .enjoy tbe renomn whlcb 8UlTvUllrln. ~ of' 'f16:i.1thi' l et 

hilX! Co,Dsider wbo ~G r',ub-ed: t he gr~ttJl\' ~m'}, t.h$ $ofU.U'Gb :Al.re~.lt'.U6 , oX' 

tbe pbiloaophol" Pltl.to, "be lived in tii\l!ilolll" l}o;}'erty. Aoot.her privilege 

onjc01~ bJr the monk is ~ t a.ct that U is not only l mr>09dblo fo.%' persons 

to l'lGl'm bil'Jl, bl.tt no oMM$ the de.$~ to do. SOl hence he onjoys a double 

aeGmty. ~·th~nre, \)eQfl.UISO oJ: bill a&e~t1c Ufe the monk ' s influence 

t n tho mor.al B-9hwQ it} m:oot 'botb d home and abroa~: htl 16 Usteued t o 

\ 
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w1 th l"OSpoet at court; and; be !s '.bi e to cOlr.lfor t 1*.£.1 oorro'li1.t'ul nn.d 

'Wlfortunut&,. :hsnglt tor 4i u te of oorthly glory , the ,; 

monk r eeei:"as ~ life of obaourit"v'J)"et Qlll~~ his f.titut<ls he is singled 

out t Ol' the, high13st l\:dmirat :1Qfi ll t or t hey tltlO In 1 bOt fi limn, but an 

.nge1. 

~--~----.-~~~~~--~~~~~~--~~.-~.~~. -
513 

Imrsl¥i Ql''Imroall;tm!~ vit&t9 !lWnfHS'Il.lc~.o , p. O., 26, cob. 3$l-~6. 

~.~"'------- _. ~-.-.. '--~~----~-~-~ --.-~. -" -~~-.. -~ . ----.~--.-~~----

I n the t biN 'bctok ~dnst opponentD of monu&t1.e:i$~,Obry50sWw 

a i dre$ses tmothertath~:t ofIlmOOti to his 41ont {i &utering upon tbe ,,'-ali-

g1 0U3 life, bUt thil'il fat her 1$ a. ChrbtlQn. The contrast of r ethDOnS 

ad'.iucnd argues a keen knofJletige of h'Ul:li'1n pycoolog'f.. 'He the father 

not to Ul"~ bb U0t1 to noondon hbdealro to ~ntQrtbe rel1si oul!J lif e 

.. nd crith b .os 'the negl1gt;\tw~ of pnronts cot1Cf1tming tbe :Jaiety of' thf11,f 

one,.. 'l',h,6 al"Em.t. OOl"n1;>t1.oo Q.f lilOl"<l l'5 wbich haJJ, Itmiucd the e1 ty 1.5 

dI\)G~llHld. wbile tho Ufe of tIlOfike i 'll p~b&4, Tbe good ~j>lq of t h 

~tlo()b(lnes is bl"ou~ht to DeltU', tnt,) l.Ilttef' MvUlg lKiOO MCU$t~d to M ud 

their BOna to ~ateT1Gs for t raining ttl mtml1no#s toM right. 11 vin(b 

nt'tel" cn. education. the young ~n t'et;umed to their b~. 

M 
Ibl11 •• col $., S~S61. 

------~ .. --~.-~~--~~~~~.~.~. ~~--.. --~--~---.--- ~. -

Bnfore lnVQ' tigAt1ng St . 301m ObryllOcstoml a mQl"~ Cl"igln ... l (lontr,i. ­

bution:; to 'the llterawe of' monatrt1eis. , it. n..uht be ,"11 to Ilmntlon tf. 

to'9't ot the atronge.r evidene.n.'! of a1mllo.r1V 1n thought t o work$ pr eviously 

cons1tlere(i" l1r~t. of all •. in h113 t'l"ea tlse 'Ofl. vir ginity ,OlU!'YSQost oll'! ' S 

... ' .... 
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dfjf l n1t1on Q.f tblitt stAte 18 en epitome Qf whttt 1mB ~peo.todl:'" OOi!!U noted: 

n 'ria:-gin 18 one t1no 1, ~ In badlY ~d eou.t., Tho t'tl.ot 'btmt virgin! ty. ' 

1s conn1dor~b17 ntnre th£\n bodH~ ca ntiontlC6 ~ "". " 1ft ~l\'lJOOunt ~1 t.h 

thone Ctt:rly wrUm-a . PgtSin , bo!!1l)' ~l!lomr:,<:»\t t'!.tld ri.e l\ cl.othiq Gro 

uttarlT unbe!'1tt 1tlg Ii ,virgin .. 

" 

35 
l!2 V1l'sln!t'4;\ '&, p .. o ... ~8 " cob,,. $31. 515. 

The ~p.<tthoUc heart and Chri5t.-UQ courago of St . John 

Ob:rysostora Il:.~ reflected 1n his a~Ulons coneer!l.i.tlfJth~ difficult! 

lnhereot 10 t.ho a ttam~t of roligion, to lead, a tfu~l"r'.Atur$l lire. '1'0 

liv~ upon e~rth; hG s~Jl'''' :J to olx:ly the iRe,e<m~ble Laws .0'£ mor tal tmlJtoU< 'l> , 

Nnd :rat. to xo:1.sa to such it hi~h degrliJo of' '1i1'tIl0 the st(a~ of Virail'l1t7 

dall'..J,ndfJ - 1IIbl.t :lt t'Ob.1jly r~;}6onod phil¢$cpl:iy tlmt nqtl'iX'~% .ton~ tile 

Gr<;.oks S~ rG:'i/ t:ot'O Sf;! ~A10'lS in tb~ l:ur$l! t ot ?hUosophy ~t t.'Il~y 

contemod 'ffcd th and OVel'C~ their lf6~$100 • . " y(tt the 11olJa7." of v1rpniVt 

i n nh.t.c:h thq alwy,a ,.i~lded ftN.t P'l.tu,~~ to t he ChrbUruJa , Mv~:r extr.t(a4 

tamnng thr.=. a ok,nowleug1-n-g alt they did. t het 'IU{f1nity' 13 not wUb! t} ~ 

powur ot 

.. -.-,- -' 

36 
Ibid ... col. 551; C. !tN.Nlnr~a Fpun~13 , p. G .. , 26,. Col. 514. 

h t 

'i'here: Al'O turthtu' ~f'()1;"~'C~ to t.his subject. in Chry'soston' s l engthy 

tre&t i sc OIl 'ri.rginitq." Tml ltidn,t a aks i f t bet'f) 00 nt):fntlo ~lto i:W~n 'Qlk 

on coals vi t hQut buml.nghu feet.. t et thie "'traIn Db tmllw,: ~M end'lu'es 

thel''et~tt f1 CfU.Cifbion. Or who, will Plztee !'11:'l) fl!9itt to hi. b.t'~utand. 

," 



not bum. U. clothing! lJut the ¥'ir-~!:n entlU1"€IS a wlldJ.y-t'&,ging tiril 

deep fit tb1n bel" be~J.%'t and eonciltig Us en-clUing bUUI$. flIt) e:~int 
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collifort:s her by declaring t hat be ~ tho dUf icul ty of tho virgln Je 

entorpdse. the vicieneet')i' the- cOMbat. th$ hen"" buNen of tbftt W'dl'. 

,( 

A 'brave. couragilloutJ soul b necQ$t.;ILJ'Y'" ~hoort fin ed rith n~e1()u f ot" 

.s&l\tJWll vlf.m$ur~8'. rbs 8tl'oogtb uf p:umien lit not leu th"n f.oo.t of 

lrtln nnu £,1X"~. j ~~ttl wld.ch does not 3tool 11:.5{;11£ to l;'ac,9ist ~Ueh sU!' ... 

f~r1n4teVJUl be. l<>1Jt" One Imls1i Mve f1 tle~rot of ndM.~nt. ;rl.de....apen e,.-~ .. , 

,(,\ {)atience in "'V0l'J tri al. St.rong'fldl s and villUMt gu&rUs must. 

,·'round ()flo. ml'd above all, rim ~ellan08> on the d1vIne t\~$1st.anee . 

- ... . '- ,'-- _ •. " .. . ~- ~'- . - " - - - - ---~ - - .-- ~~-.~ .--~-~~.--'----. ,," 

.;1 · 
1,19 V1wnllb-:..l fff, t'",G .. ,. 26, cob.. 548 ~nd SSG 

........:.c~_ ._ . ___ . , fL · _! 

tnt John Cht700$ soems to be in dlugl"~el!Wnt trl, th other 

F.:.,fJhtll"B on the ol;"ip,Ul· ot the stl'ellfttb to load n eu~~l·OOt1.U"al 111'e., It 

boon /iiuen t..bat otber wri~r,l:I attribute tho .!!:Oral st~~ ~qu1rlad 

f or the !'l'£ctice ofcba1ilt!V to e lWocbl .C(t of Ood (lvon to lndj,vld-

"1 oouls.. St~ John (hu-y.6ostOIi'l, . em tJ!4l .,t.h$t' ha.'nd ; Ml:fto'MS, U1e ~v~~at 

for tbitl virtue upon the i'$:!).C)lution duftQrtn .o~ the '1J:ld1vld.Utd lUm-

(llt. As l?1"oottol' bU cont ention, the @1nt quotttG tho Go3pol .j;ms~ag(!' 

in which Cbl"ist Saq'llI,. tl1'h(l~, are .6U.ni1Cbs tb:lt hsvQ malie 'tb~lv&8 

eUlU1Cb~ tOl"the kiugdom of h0&Ven. Il6 t:b5t CW1 t G.k9", lot him tr.ko ( i i ) .. $1 

,,€f 
M4ttt 2fh12,., 
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Chl:'y1ilostctll ~;)btu~.!:.C'~; the ;}l~~a()l1t of ~$Ond ducbioo :md acldentlent. 

lntho fo1"o"o~ ~tat1on. In anuTJel" to' Ull objocUcm whi ch .al g1lt be .' 

rdood on the .s¢ON of St. ?aw. t s Gw'temel'lt ;U1 the latt~'~ gx'P~t 

pbtle on mrri age an~ GaUbt',oY' that 1f}1v~tyonfl) hlttll his .I:r(1p~r girt 

Qf GodIt, Cln-ysostom deowos that t.he alX'stle miD 'IJp~1dng hfl:t"f\ in M -

usud bunttlity an"d ttid not 'f'lllall;y corudder cQut1nmlee t o (i. lfif't of 

Oo~. 

59 . ' . sss. !l! Yim1ntte~:i1?, \. .:> - . 

Uucom:;l:rom~lBg :b, tho $1l1ntin hie il"eq~b~.auf.!nt.$ ot bel' who O$a 

conSlJel'i< liarr;$lt ~s n.pOU5e of lil m who is llolines..<i lt~elt ~ In 'a s&c::tion 

:0£ tbti 'tt'1)~ti i.'l.o "On. Vil'gin1tyl1(. t he srU."'lt I'omrk(J timt thlil gt.".l'lU'Jnt WOl"lt 

'b1 'tntt Yi1."giu it3 ind.o!~d ~n, but virumi'V b not 'J,twr or cl cthir 

or i tf.> col er, but t..~ condition o.f $:ou:. . nd boily. Would i .t oot be l!.b1l4r'd" 

he ",ak31 to'¥' r. Vit'gin. one who bas uOOQ:.rtakxm so :;r_mlnc:nt a ~tr;, te of 

11fe ns sur,")!!I..llemg l!U ot.her hull!Ul ~oa.tlUr" c£l'Ol ussly t..tl.!i wi tn()ut 

to cut. hel' r.air I t o ~() .r.baut with MfiQC,.'1.fit ey~$ " to 'IleRt d,li.;'k 

;, t!t\d yet not to 1trvesttEt.:t~ oor~tuUy th<J Bpl l':ttUFtl ~i' ;;')11<lnt-1~ 

ar t}J1a v1rtua1 ChrysOB~ goe~ on to St.'y th:tat to S\ibdu~ ~ tu't'1 of 

enat~ ~!H';s1ou$ 't() ~ep:rf) f'!f the imJlG'tuQ~lltq or Mt.u.t>e itt truly ~tdmir ... 

,oole. ~tl1d wor thy 0·£ a bl-'l1111'l.lli CNwn. tio¥lev.er , it is Ilnlch lilo:re .!ld."'il:trnble 

t o: j oin to t.bie. self'-.u:isolpline 5 &1.111 Ufe of nnd.l~.r exceU ence. J.~.rt 

f:rQ1l1 thl:1: , ... .tr.gin, .. ~ 1.9 wl1 'i¥Qllillmetaii. :il't()'~pable or fl~.\'f1'nC U '" tl<i:~ir6~1!I .. 

trooa H tract tIel' "a(w~l"anef) i n h011l1ti/.>{i! had fervUl"# sh~ l'fI8roVaS ~!lI 

rlrn1n1 ty all 1 ta e~h. U.L . ..1.1ttl"lT I' if ~ :fel'Vi!llt l1t a 1ded to<> t he 
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pr actice o:f virginitf~ the vh'gin becomes a a;lOUl'CG of every kind o£ 

good.. ArJ the S'ky a t the highest poi nt of the msrldi r.:n, lmdli.r kQued by " 

'atIy' cloud, look$ pure and un,,~ul1ied, 50 !Jar-aons ot virginal nature 

shQUld l'ow-.L"l shilling, fUll of llght, end free from nIl i trJ!'oOaernte 

d(~s1rf.1., 

40 
Ibid ... col . 5&l f,tt &1£0 , 

In hh treatise oIl tho priesthood st. John Chrys()storn str-esse13 

the holiness of life w~llch is e;xpeat~d of the vir~, &nd thE.! 1'1 tfliJ.ls, 

whiche.waitUte unwary. The saint declar e s tr..s.t tr...e virgin must eq-uip 

herself fet' a doublow'1.:r, since the enemy att&cks he:r from within and 

v.1.tlwut: bes;des the pa e;sionateness of their own n\Ull64n na.tult'a. there is 

the i:1-s cb enemy of boll.lass who is ev~ l.ylng i ·n wait for .,lrgina.,. rel:!tit 

to devour ~ one 'Of them, it she should slip and fdl .. 

le Sa.c~rdot1e1' . ;:.0. 26~ col¥ &$.6-SS¥. 

As an c~ple of' Sui-nt John Chl'YlOQ~tomfa S'tyle . a selection will 

be auot,e.d £'1."01'[1 a pastot'?:l .letter written byth~ 3 1itint shortly aft;.~r he 

had become Archbishop of Con;;;taut1nople. In this he pl'otestoo s.gaibat 

the unla~ eu~tom ac~~rding to which some Yiriin~ permitted men to 

dwell in- their houses a3 the:1r prote4iol's . The baF.illW and lnvent!Yene13f1 

of sameo! the thoughts bBre expresae:d 8,:t'e ohall'adtel11st1co! the '1d. te!' • 

,<"~ 
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"Nam t'li qu.&e SpotlSUI'!I in terra accepur1t ref,em 
omnibus s.; putat esse bentiorelll; tu cum habea s 
noll tenenum, neo const;';l"'iUm" fled e\lID qui ..... 
terri bills est Cbe:rubln1a, inaceeSSU8 Seraphinis , 
non IJponstun SQ1\U1l, ,sud 81n&torem 11110'116 hoiiJ:lne 
aMentiorem" quomodo non O1IDlia reUnquilll qU6.C 
hic aunt, eti!:'.!!lSi animam 1i~SM :t'f'~1:inq ... ere opor t-eHt ? " 

nt ' 

Ouod l'e1i-;ul ar e s rem1na~ .. ? Gt ., 26, col,s; 531-532 

1"13 

Anothsl" or the IlOpuscula '" of Ohx7so~tQmJ a e&t'liel' life 18 an 

.. 

enortation addre s aedto ~ cettain man, pr obR.bly" Theodore 0:£ Mo) SU9Sta, 

the pOSsess or of gr ea t intellectual gil'ta, \1'hQ· had aoondoMOO the monaatle 

life in r avol:' ot the whirl. ole! ty lite, $;Ud the- charms of a lovely l .Eld" , 

Hen;done~ And trtUy, Chr,sos tom pt'esents n most compelling portreyal 

bf the deJ:lths ot iniquity trlto wbich he believed that Theodol"o wa s pllUlging. 

In 'th® trentise <m vi1>g!n1ty the saint's apparent an1tnus toward mar riage 

is expressed tn el'en /noro exagglilr(j t~d t erms. The saimanswe-l's the obJec-

t1.on that the hWlllln l'Eo.ce will bee~ extlnot 1f 0.1.1 embraced the pr actice 

O!' vi~g1n4.ty by &$cing of what , mlT~fttte Adrun~s born, to Whllt dol.orous 

Clhi1dbl~h Eve owed. her 11£e. Myrlad.s of angel$ obey God; millions "of 

arcnangels a&8i$t \x:If ol'e Hll!U none of: these OW(3i! his ~st~nce to PrQ-

ereat:lon. With ,st.rong~l' reason. therefol'C f'1ould God haVe crfJIAted .tnen 

without the instromantaUty of m&rr1.age, tOl' marriage 1& only 11 conce.don 

granted te our 'Ires-knees. W'lneCemJary befol"e t he Full. And even no. 1t 

1$ nl!)t to marri age, properly speaking, that the nmltlpllcati M of the, 

human r a e-a is due" hut to OUrtord' ,s word, "-Increase and mul.t1~J.y ancl 

fill the eal'th. It 

44 
,Adhortatio a,d 'rbeodofU}!l lapsUJ!l. P. G.,.26: mwsMa't 12£ Vm1Q.1-tate , 
P.G., 26, col. 545 at peg; 

." 
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The 283 extant letters of st .. J ohn OhrysostOI)l were all written 
. the 

in t.he period of his e:tlle. Orie of t he most curious of thesE) , in fect'· 

that its sentilOOots seem so opposed to the spil'it of his earli er uttar-

ancea Oll the subjects of marriage IitUU vh'ginlty, is the aecond lett~r to 

his "I61"Y good fr1end, the widow md de.aCOl1es liI Olympias. 'fua saint iufo l'/llS 

her that, he sees no rel'1 ~on w;w she should not be numbered am0lli; the choir 

of viii'gin s afid ev-en be ?lnced above t 'bem, dntl'e in other m&ttJ?crB sbe has 

g1VW'1 pr oof ot great aeceUebm. Appeel.1ug to St. Paul for corroboration, 

Cllr/SQstom says tha t vthen that Apostle was deacrlbing v1:rgtrfs ,: he nam 

a.~ a virgin llotalUy 'the oontinent., UW1!£t.rr1ed pertlon, but also t he woman 

Who was a ttentl'te to those things whi ch pel"tain to the ii?ol'ship of God 

(1 Cor .. ''71iM). Yoreover, C1J,l"1st Hi mself, showing how gl'eatly almsgiving 

excels vlrginit1trejeot.1t'id balf of a chorus of virgins because they had 

strayed frt)1I1 the pr actice of tbat vUtlle., or 1'lltliar because they did not 

possess it abwldant.ly enow.gh, foll' tlley had on in tbeir vessels but les s 

than wa s fitting. .On thtl c01lt)."'ar.Y" thQse who hadaened Chrbt in hi,s 

ll\Y:tical bod1', beo~use they were adorned with mercy" he rooei'Vell with 

honor J culling them bl e(lsedof Hie i 'a t.bel" , bel.towing upon them the 1nher-

it<mce of tbe ktngdOU1, and :plVI:H)ldtlling their virtues t hroullMl1t, the 'iforId 

(Mat:~h. 25). (St . John Chryaostolli apparently refers in the l atter secti on 

to Chris t' ti deser11"Uon of the test Judgement, when he declared tha t they 

who had praoticed tho works otmerey ¥lould btl placed at his right hand.) 

45 
}!iMstoia e.g OJ,.tlllJ?tas, p.Ult 28, cob 559-60 
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Is 1t plausible t hat when St. John Chrysostom wrote . the pr eceding 
. . 

letter, he was experienelng tha t ef ,f ecct of years of ha.rdshi p and contra ... 

dicti ons which sometimes change a person's whole outlook upo,n life? A 

l at er palamge in the same letter would indicate ttds; for it seems to 

be the expresaion of one who 1s utterly '(leary of lif e . The saint acknoiY-

ledgeathat 't'lrginity bao great an undertaking and r equires so web 

toil that 'IIhe'n ' ,Ohrist had des()ondad from Heaven in o7i'dor to make angel s. 

of llIen find intr oduce the celeB"tial way of Ufe, He did not venture to 

coinmand v'U<glh1ty, or make. it the object of a precept . Me com.:...anded t hat 

illen should die, t hat they bear their cros ses uneeal!lingly, tha t t hey do 

good to t heir enemies , but not that they embraCe virgil'ii ty. ~le l ilft. this 

to '(iliQ ,f r.ee will and deeJ.re of Hi. Ibt~l'iers, saying, "He who can take 

let him t ake (i i). " 

46 
Ibj4u 563. 

\ 



CHAPTE:R III 

References to Virginity and Monastioism in t he 
Letters and in the [,foral a nd Asoeti cal Writings 
of t he Great Doctors of the West 
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Before inquiring i nto t he views concerning virginity 

and monasticism expressQd by the Great Doctors of t he Went , 

it Vlll1 be w011 to recall t he chronological re l ation 

v.r1''Ll ch t hese e~rly saint~ of the Eastern and Western Chu.rch 

beal' to one nnother . 1 

1 
The followi ng dis cussion is based u.pon biographica.l 
dat a. oontained in t he respective a.rticles concerning 
these saints in the Ca.t h olic fincy,cloEed1u o 

" 

W;Lth the two exceptions o.f8aints At hnnasi'ua ahd Greg-

01''1 the Greab , these men. were of t he some generation--al1 

of t hem having been born between 329 und 354 A. D. A century 

later , in ·430 .. s t . Au gust i n e d ied, t he last of h is great 

conter.'lpo;rar1es . St . Atha.nasiu(J was born j ust before the 

turn of the cer.'Ltury-- in 296 , while St . Gregory t he Oreat 

lived no t in t he f ·our t h but ill the sixth century, hav in 

been b orn in 540 ;. ex&ctly two cent llr ies after t h e b irth 

of Ambrose . 

The close friendshi p of Basil and Gregory NnziQ.nzen 

iEl one of t he classiO exaruples of friehdah i p . St • .John 

ChrysostOfil ' a treatise , liOn t he Pr1e sthood ; It ie replete 

with testimo'nials of his love of, and esteem for St . Basil. 

The intor- r e l ationshi p of the Western Doctors is equally 

,. " : ~~ 
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we 11 .. kllOWl'l , 31: .. Augustine . s conversion havinBbeen i ndia .. 
- '. ,,( 

solubly linl~ed with t he preaching of Ambrose, and his lively 

cOl';t'ospondence with St . Jer'ome being only ;t.ess we11- 1mown. 

(l'h.e.t t hese contempor'aries of the ·E:Q.st and Vle st . were 

known to , and admired by one another 1·5 0f.!ually oertain . 

St . Ambrose indoctrinated hi:!l1so1f Wi th t he l earning of the 

Greek l:rathers ~ St . Jor ome was f or s. t1.me a pupil of St .. .. · 

Gregory Naz1s.nzen in the study of t he Scriptures . Butler, 

in his Lives .Qf the Sain~,S states that a.t the tittle of 

St . Ambro-ae ' spromot ion to t he bishopric 0·£ Milan , St , Basil 
2 

wrote to congratula te him.. 

2 
Al ban Butler ., o:e . ci};; . , :3 c ~4 

What stupendo.us changes wel'e VJl'Qught by the d;i S$olut ion 

of the Roman )~pire of the West ms:y be SEiCh by the fact that 

two centuries l s.tor , that scion of ono of Home t s great patri­

cian families , sent as papal nuncio to h'rnperor T1ber1ae at 

Constantinople , was i gnorant of the' Greek languElge. Is 

it ;r'ash to conjecture that if t he language barrier had not 

grown up in t hose countries where, forrn.erlya ltnowledge of 

Greek and Latin s e ems to have been consi dered i ndispensable 

f or cultural and bus i ness relations , the Greek Schism mlght 

neVer have occurred? 

To. one unfamiliar with the characte%' of St . Ambrose , 

the testimony of' St . Augus tine in the Confesaiol'lS is suf-
.p - -, • 

flcie nt ' recommendat ion, "I began to love hJ.m • • • as a person 

.,. ,:.,,~ 
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kl~d to mysel/ . n Born in 340 t of an old Roman .:f' atn ily 

whieh hade,aIlly amhr'fLoeo Cm-i;stis.nl ty,,- ,Ambl"ose ee em.s to 

!l£:t've been endowed wi th til h igh degree of nmgiste:ris.lapt3t:-

" 

tude , combined With moral i,iealial:ll, tris .father " f,'1$ prefect; 

Qf Gallia Narbonensis , had held the highest; honor obta in";' 

able by a Roman s ub j eet; ; ~d Amb:r os.e, at t he time be 'vro-s 

made Bishop of ili11an l' was cotH!mlar prefeot of L1g1U'ia and 

Aem111a" On t he othel' ~nd) th e death Q1' his fat hOr,. when 

Anlbrose was bu'1:; f ·ourteen y$QNI of age , nooo$81 tated t he 

family ' s removal to 1\01"1'16 , where the r e l:l.g1ou$ influence 

ot a h<kl y and oultux>ed mo t her ., oombine d with t he example 

of AmbrCl,se' s older sister , who p.Nlot1aed t he ascetic l:U'e 

in her, own homt,ma.de of Amb:r.'<){;H)" the fOl'ernost exp onen t of 

virginity fOl"tll l tllt~E) ages . Nor vtas his but an empty 

zeal, fol' upon his ,elect1.on :e.s bishop of Milan, Ambrose 

distributed among t he poor hi.s g rea.t ri.ehes , and QS bishop , 

pra.c tissd the vlt'tues of Chr1st1a.n frugali ty .and uncessing 
5 

toil. 

;'$ "Saint AmbrOse" , qa.th Q11c :u.'n c'Y~loped1a" 
( - - - ~.,. 

Abbot Bardy calls Ambro~e a Itrare type of' hunumi tyl! 

be cause he was able to fUSe s o perfectly t he dissimilar 

qua.littEHt (/)1' action and contemplation . 'l'h1s fact is no­

where so wel1 ... at t es tedas in St . Augustine ' s de scription 

of hi s eontact with the saint: 

,.(. ./:'~~ ~ 



"I could not a.sk of him what I 'Would • . as I 
would, being shut out both from his ear and 
speech by multi tudes of busy people~ whoso 
wee,lmess.es he s erved . yath whom When ho \1&3 
not te,ken up (wM,Ch WAs but a 11ttlet1me), 
he was e1therret'teahing his body wi t h the 
sustenance I1bSQltlto,ly necessary , : or h is mI nd 
wi tn roatling. ,j ., '" Ol'tt1mea vihen we had come 
~for . n o man VIas fo:r!bidden to enter .. nOi~ was 
it h1~ wont that any who oame 8Chould be 
announcoo . to him ), 'iff) sa'lt him thuere&ding 
tQ· h1rllself , and nevel:' otnerwlj:l$J and having 
long sat silent (for who durst intrude on 
one So intent?) we were fain to depart.,con­
jecturing t hat i n thestnall 1n~erval whi ch 
he obt ll1ued, free from the din Qf other!, 
business, he waS loth to be ts.ken .oft /' . 

4 St ,. liugust1n.e" COnftH3:,Ji-0n,# Q: $1 ... -82. 

79 

A 

One is l." om1ndeu by t ll1s 'Verbal picture of' Ambrose t s 

persi.stent reading, of the diffioulty eltperien ced by the 

l atter i n a.ttempt ing. at the age ot t hirtJ-four .. to campen ... 

sate for .f, luok 6£ t hoological trai ning af tel' hiS unexpocted 

e lection to the episcopal off_ice,. I t wae I'Lpperen t.l;r to. 

Or1g(i)U ·a.nd St. Baa11 that Ambro.$~ applied hims elf in oi"de.:t> 

to f11)' 1;b-1s gap in his lmowled.ee," !lence., T1:xeront can 

.say of h1s wri ting, " 1\ delice.t:e touch of myst:tcismt "" ... t he 

r esult of h ie intercourse with the GreelCs El.nd ot his pel' ... 

Borlal p'ietyi· ... ~ enhances What would. otherwise sound oold 

and :spirt t'l~HH:! in the of f icia.l language ·af one "vho had been 

. 'R ' '" ' , it · ,~ t rt 45 a OID .... tl ll1ll.g , $ .r", ' e .• 

6 . . ,'. 
J, T1x€ll"ont ., 0E .P~t". ,. 2.3'6 • 

. ~ .. >:.,,~ .. 
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One !'e.el.s afl 1f h e .is dQ1n~ Ilt . Ambl1()80 f.H)'m~\"Jha.t of 
" An injustiee in passin€; judgnmn-t upon tho oo.:t.nt ' a l1terary 

eb!11ty from his extrult ¥"'<orks ): f'or mQst ¢t thesE} wel"e OI'i<:: ... 

1:oal11 d1$ootU'sea ; c.:nd WGl\i)} worked. over 1fJ. t ,o t:r>4ati sea !'r'om 

notes tween dOii"Jn in the COUl:180 of their . (lel1vQ!"/. In aO$e. 

pt .. ssa8~Hl t he tlCnninf,t 16 nIl in.l.t obtlQw,>ed by tault;y Le.tin 

render1116:. ye-.t tbe ien::t~6 at' the; '~. shlnof) t .broughout his 

WOrlCfl'. Anf;\.l:n1tldAnce of 8cript'UJ"al qUQtQt10.J.l suggests the 

.1nfluconc·$ 0/ St . Bt),sil. end the r-eadel" marvels :at the 

pn.t;ten t" diligent -effort by VJh1eb. thi:s mnn of vnrlcd 'eoM"v-

1ties nmateped ,the- Eol.y SCl'ipt'tu:~:g . nU'm1natil~g upon the 

unm1tie;!itoo .lnbop of th1ssat nu. one l'oool.l e()ts at . l~Ugu.S" 

t1n,() ts; doec,riptl 'Ot'), o.f' Ambi'ose*'& l"oEid.1ng habits: 

6 

ff lliG a.yo glitled Qllttl" the pag.o-s, and· 111s. heart 
aOQl'cn-ed Qut t ho aen'$(). j but h1,.o:v01cc end 
tongue wel~e at !ront .. ... a..."ld percrumce ho 
dI'Oaded lest 11' th~ !;I:ut hor he l"<JEl-d 6hould 
de.li:\!',el' rulyth1ng obac·cU'ely. some .at t~),). tive 
or perploxed ooaX"er ~hQuld ' deg1ro him to 
oxpst'lnd it~ ox- to. discuss someot t he bn:r'd,or 
qU'0ntlona . Q 

• Ii: $ 5 

at .. A\lenst;1n~ ., Oonfessions . 6-:&.1.....ae 

".--~.--~.~-~. '- ' ~- '-" -~---------------------""'-----. 

. !nons the nUlnoro1U!wrl tlngtl. of St •. litlbl"oS.e conccrnins 

1rg1n.1ty, perhaps t he mQst f 't.Ull-olUJ is De"V11'c1nl,cu.,s" e. 

col1oc.t10'n or sermons tro.nspG-sed tnt'!'} tretlt1ses by Ambrose . 
, P 

(It; tne- POq'lle'st of: his sister Uw:ocel11nll ;; \f}1.O Md N~co1ved 

the "11011 frOt'(! Popo Libo:rian In $6'3 •. 7 

" . ,~'( ~ 
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In truth virginity i$ not :pra1~eVlprthy becG.us,e. it is 

a qualiiJ,. found in martyrs, but becausei t 'is t he stuff 
. 10 

which produces mart yrs . 

:"0 " .:. . _ 

10 
:tOld •• 202 . 

Showing h imsolf true to· his calling as e. .ahepherd 01.' 

soula , A.'11brose addresses nU1l1erOU$ precepts to virgins" 

encoura.ging them to be rich. but with the qualification 

thoJ:; they be l"i ch tovm:rds God 18 poor, in order the. t t hey 

who participa.te in the ptrlElrty o·r the POOl- l1'll!Lysht!ll"ewi th 
11 

t hem their abundance . 

11 
Ibi,d~ .• 211. 

. t _ 

" 

" 

Both St . Ambroso and St . AuguatJne insist upon certain 

cxtel"na.lsof conduct in vir.gfns i'ihich remind one of the 

ferv(:mt novice of tod&;;r., :rather th~n of e. tlother Ca:b1'1n1 or 

a Sister Madaleva. Yet , if thecondlt1·ons of e. later 

c1 vili znt ion :permit a ce1't@.ib amount Qt agg1'es8 i veness in 

vil'gins , does not t he 'World still lOQlcexpect n.n tly t o its 

v:i.rgil1.s for t hat Sweet modesty Ambro~'e s() well describes ? 

Let virg1!l1.ty be first noted by the voice l he advises • • • 

let hoI' religious gt"~v :l t.y first armounCe a virg in to me _ .. 

her shy aPP1"oach,. l'1.e1' eubdued gait, ~nd her modes t oountcn·, 
12 

arlee . 

. ~' . ,:~':' 
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__ .~_._~ __ ~. ___ .~._ _ _ ._.-'---_____ '---~. _- '-=-'~~~, __ .~ • • _ _'__ _.~ .. __ . . ~~ __ _ r_~_ . ~· , ._ . _. ___ • ____ • ______ ~_. __ ... 7 - -~-~---- -~ ~- -> ---~-----~--- ----- ---~-~-

Pierre d.e Lubrlo11e , 1i1 ~torl $.ud L1terat:Ltr6 of Chl'ist1anit;r, Wrf3 . - - - ~ -. - • - ---

'1'he treatise recalls t he hHPP-Y oceas iol1 of \isrcel1111a. ' s 

veiling , t? nd contl~;1.ns , tog®ther wi t b. Ambrose t S mm. contrUm ... 

bion , & resume of' the precept .s tha.t Pope L1'oer1us had uttered 

a qUlll'ter of s ,oentury earlier,. St . Ambrose here ind.i tea 

t he hipJ1es.t encomiums ot: virg:tn:t ty . Not unfit tingly , declares 

' t . Ambrose " has ~he who found hel~ Spouse in Heaven sought 
a 

her manner of 11.v1ng f.l'om Heaven. 

8 ' 
De Virgln;&.:t?ul;l .. P . L . " lS;202 ., 

The,so blessed virgi ns Qre fragrant with divine gr a oe fiB 

gru'densa:re fragrant \''t1th flowel's , es temples wlth d1v1ne 

worsh ip , as alta-rn with the priesthood . In fact St . A..rnbrose 

would not hesitate t() acin'l'1t vJr g:tns to t he altv.r~ of God, 

inasmuch as he would .feel oonfident in c.al11ng the souls of 

vix>gins nl tara , on 'which Christ ia daily sacrificed for the 

redemption of the body. Fo:- i f the body ot a virgin 1s the 

tompLe ~f God, \'(hut is her !'soul., 'ttvhioh exl1..ales a Vtilp oUl' of 

divine fire when the ashe~ of the b ody are shnken oft; and 

the s oul 1s ti.Ylcov ered by the n!tnd of the Et er nal Priest?\) 

9 
I b id . ,. 223 . 
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12 . . 
Ibid _. 239 ~ 

Not t hat St . Ambl'ose advoeates too great attention to 

exter nals., for spi ritual loveliness 1.a the ultimate goal . 

t..iay God alone be sotight as t he judge ot'your beauty , t he 

snint eautlona, Whoevon in 1es$ be·autiful. b odies loves 

1
" . 15 

the more beaut:l.:fu souls . 

13 
,I,bid .• , 208 

' ; 

~~a.ny times, Ambrose reminds virg:1mJ t l1at they I nc.k no 

model ' for tb~1r s tut& . X.,at the lite ot l\'1 tU'y , he advises ., 

represent to you virgi n1t,y itself fi!.S it'· depicted in a. 

portrai t . from which , as f rom a mil'l'or , gleam the 10val1-
14 

ness of chs,at1.ty and t he be&utyof Virtue . 

14 Ip;tdu 220 
~ 

" 

At v!U'1oua points in il1a wI'i 'b1ng. St . Ambrose e;K.pre .sss$ 

the opinion that greater austerity of 11feshould be required 

ot youngerrel1g1ous t han of t ho:se who h&\Te grown strong 

i11 t hE> Serv l {"l"e of God. CtJ.llitlg his Sister Marcellina&. 

veteran in religion,. though she }1.ad been. tre11ed but twenty-­

fiv e years :O.efol'e , Ambrose reminds her t.lllitt f;t gOOd husband ... 

mun ••• works hi .s land by turns, br if he will not let a 

.f' .• ., ~'I; ~ 
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porti on l ie fall. ow # he a1 terna tea h iS orops. so that the 

fields may rest tlwoughchange of produoe . Let Mareel1inG: , 

too, sow differen t seedS , n ow t!lOaeratG noul~ i ahment" and 

again fastlng, VIi th rending, labol~" and pr ayer , in ordor 

that change of w0!'1( l'l'l13.y permit fl. l'enewal of t he bodily 
. 15 

faculties. 

15 . , ' 
I l,)1d .0' 236 

So startling and numerous Were t he repercuJ'Js.1onst:1l"oused 

by St . Ambroeets treatise De. V1l:'fJiribus t hat hEl soon at­

tempted to refu te t hem by a second treatise entitled De V1r:-, 
16, 

&in1tat~. 

16 ., . .'. , ' 
' :W e De Labriolle ;. 279 . 

iL _~_~_ , __ _ .,~ .. ~, .. . ~ ~_.~. 

Rathe%' aIllus.ingly at tim-es,. yet With :t;rrefutable logic» 

he answer-s each objection . 'They ha.d told h1m t hat the 

institlltion of marriage would disappear, t hat society would 

perish l and the human race be destroyed. if h1~ c ounsels 

were adopted. No~ :replies the aaintly b1auop, t l1ere 1s n o 

dearth of wives , fot' what young me.n eve%" soueht eo 'U';ite and 

was unable to find 011$1 It 1$ t he absence Of mon from 

t hatr home s oau aed by t he l.:r long term-s of service in foreign. 

c,ampa1gn~ : it 18 t he slaughter of large nUIllbers of men :ttl 

f'ore1b'll t/ars that aX'e r e s ponsible 1'01' the decreasing popula ... 

,,' ,:.,~ ... 
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tion . But when wa..tl a virgin ever' tho cause ofa w'ar? 

Who was ever sla.in f or the s ake of $. virgin? If anyone 

t hinks t1w.t by theconsecr~tlon of virgins t he human r ace 

is becoming extinot , let him consider t hat where t heI's are 

few v1rr;1ns~ t here also men are few: where t ho purs1..lit of 

v i r gin1 ty is mO're prev,alent ~ ther~ the number of men is 

greater,$s witness the Alexandrian , Oriental. a.nd Afr! .. 

el!l.n Oh'lll?ches. in comparison wHh the Milanese . 

To t hose who protested t hat virgins should not be 

veiled until t hey llitd r ecched a. more tlatuMi:a.ge , Ambrose 

acknowledged that the m~nister1ng priest shoul d exercise 

caution. Let hi m ooneider t11e maturity of her mode~ty~ 

her possessiQn of gravity~ hoI' aldns.sf! of ma.nner , her 

" 

years of vl%"t.uous llving.,. her s pir! t ofchnst i ty; moreover 

let h1m a.-scerta1n whe t her her mother "s eu1d~nce i~ careful , 

the ~eal of her oQtnpanion o prudent~ It t h est') ,qual:U'ications 

are present , t he g:U~l is the T,losSeasQr of s. hoary old age . 

If they are lacking, the g i:J.?lta conE/eera tion should be 

deferred because of her i nun13. turity of mnnner, a..11.d. habits 

r a ther t h$n 01' age ,. for We do not speak of i:rrtu& as the 

·noquirement o! an ind:l:v1dual of a cert.ninage" out conversely , 
17 

of th.e a.ge of her virtue. 

17 D~ V1l!p;lnlt.at:e " p ~ t . 16:209 ... 290 

Seemlng to take as his gener al topic t he placeS and 

time s Where Chri st 1s to be sought by the consecrated vir-

,f' , ,;.:,,~ .. 
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gin, St • Ambros-6 fOl'mul~tes h is instru(!tion around various 

" veI'ses of th~ " Can t i cle of Canticles" . IIe.ro , the saint 

uses t h e allegoI'ical method , which he wa.s Ule i' 1l~st to pop'" 

ularlze in t he West . Although the device beoom~ $ woarls,ome 

to the m.odern rEHr.deI't i t must be nald ttod t hat Ambrose em­

p19ya it with eonSUUlmate skill., The saint begi ns by a.d .. 

moni sh:1ng virgins to avoid tho public tboroughfares " 

quoting t hnt s e cti on of t he ClUltiole Wh et'S t he 8 1'0USe laments, 

ff The ke&pel.~s t hat go about th~ 01 ty found 1ill$ ; they struck 

me: and wounded n1@: t he ll:eepc:rs of the walls tooltllway mtr 

veil froxn me tl (dan t. 5:7) . N at in hers elf " daughtel's ••.• 

but ill us 1e the Church \'1oul1dt)d .. Let uS beware , t he,rof ore, 

16at our fall become an injury to the Ohurch;' l e st limy one 

r emove from us our t.1l!'.mtle , t hat is ; the oloak: of prudence, 

t he ba.dge of pe.t i ence . 18 

!'. ~ 

18 
;rb1d ~. 292 . 

,~--------".~.-

How easy it is to rid oneself of thia worldliness and 

to come close to Christ is bro'ugh t ou t by Ambrose ' s re f er­

rins to the Vlords of David, flO taste" and See t hat the 

Lord is sweet . Blessed is t he man t hat hopeth i n h1m. tI 

( l:' sal . 35;0) . She Vln o \'lGS aff lict ed with an issue of 

blood h oped in h im ~nd was i mmediately cle nnsed: yet 

because she was faith ful , she drew near . Do you , 0 

duughter , but touch w;tth fa.ith the h em of HiS garment and 

·f· 
., ~~ ~ ~ 
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o.ndsoon tbe tlood Of wOirldly pleasure·s i now overflow­

ing in torrents , vlill be clr i.ed up by t he heat of t he 
. 19 

salutary Viord . 

19 . ". . ~ De Vj.r ginitate.) 300- 306 . 
. . t _ .' 

" 

Again emphaai z i ng th~ need of ret1r.ement from the 

world , St . Ambl'o.s:$ quote's t he X'E'HJ1.it'lder of St . Paul , "You 

.8.2'e dead. a.nd :your life is hidden wl th Cb.rlst in God« 

(Coloss . 3:0). Xi it be hidden with Christ in God, eon ... 

tlnuea Ambrose, let it not be- seen by- t he WOl' ld; f or Cl'U'ist 
. 20 

is dead to the waJ;'ld : he lives to God •. 

20 
Ib 10. •. t . 300 . 

St . Ambrose hesoften bOiEm called Q. nrys tic i and h is 

exhortations to huna to devel"Opa deeply inte!'iOj;'i spirit 

of union wi t h Oh.ri~ t appear frequentl., in h.is writings on 

virgihi ty __ The follo'wing passage exemplifies hie thought 

as he quotes again t he Can t i cle of Canticles; "I round 

h i m whom my s oul. loveth : I held him and I will not, let 

h i m. gOj till I br'ing h im i nto my mother's ho'\lSo" and i nto 

t he Ohambep of her that bo7.'o me II (Cant. :3 :.4). What are 

t h e home and hedrQ'om of 70ur mother I , nales t he saint " it' 

not t he interior solitude of your soul? Keep pure the 

i11moat pa.r ta of t h is h011lO t hnt it may be an i mmaculate 

., 
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dVle~11ng fox' 1i1m. MIl'.y the Holy Spirit take up hi s a'bod$ 

t herein., and me:y this inner citadel,. jOined as ae()rner~· " 

stor~~ to the holy pr.iesthood, rise a. a spf.l:'i tunledii'ice 

unto the glory of God . ~n 

21 
De Vi~Siin.1tat:e . 299 . 

st . Ambrose 'a reflect :tons on t hat bellut li'ul 11:0.8 of' 

t he Canticles in which tho SpOtif,l,€l 1s described e.a fi G. gv.r~ 

den enolosed. t1 fountain $ealedft provide an example o.f 

t he runningeomment!lI'Y of t he ,saint ; h is olipped phl'9:s e s s 

and hiS emphaSiS upon t hought Tlltho;t' t hAn form: 

22 

.ft t lIortus conelu 8ua ; sorOl' mea Spousa, hor tus 
oonol usus. rons s1gnatus r. (Clln t . 4 : 12 ) ; ll&. 
facile aporlat os auum, nee vulgar! des;1gnet 
a l lo.qu10 . Nequeen1m de ipsls el1vlni$, tl(!)ce-t t 

nisi V~t'bo, Dei lnterpella.ta, .. respo-ndeas . Quid 
t 1b.1 CUl'll caetel'i s? So11 Christ·o loq'Uer.$ , soll 
fabulare Chruto . "22 . 

1014 .• 
0
.. 29.2 . 

The tr~atise. L1Qf:lr.d,El :r;BP~,1~vt,1pne· V;l.rs1.n1,$ •. written 

in 391,. on t he ocoasion of t h e veiling of Amorosia.a 

girl who had b~en p laeod under Arobroa:e1 ·s gu1da.nae" h.as 

l:tttle n$l'l Wltter on t heaubject ef v1rtln1ty. 9:'he 

Gaint~c.p.eat$ his ndmopJ.tl,.on concerning retlr-ement, sol .. 

1tude ". alionee , 11lortifios'4;lon , hu..'nility, and d~v01.l,t praise 
I 

of' God 'by t he chtlnt.ing of ps.alnl:l,J . Heo-,r.pat :i.ates on tM 

,:~~ -" 



89 

greater excellence of th~ vl);glna l state a.s compared 

\Vi th/'t h e conjugal . Aftel~ rofuting various heret i cal ut-
I 

t;foi·· ances liegar ding the Mother of God , the saint returns 
/ 

to the subject of virgini tYI calling upon all vir gins to 
23 

displa.y a God- like puri t y • 

. , 

23 . . '.' ." 
Ll1")or de Instituttone !1rfln1S:, P. L. l(5 , ools . :;l9 ... 348 ~ 
pa..ssl iii ; Pierre de tabr :J.ol e jj Op .. cit •• . 279. 

Spea.king of Ghrist under t he t1 t1e .• L.~ly of the 

Valley, St . i\J:!lbroso e:lq11 aills the a ppellat ion as indicat ­

i ng t ha.t Ohrist wa.s meek and humble of heart . I t behooves 

t h e spouse of Christ to i mitate these- vi;rtu€$ in order 

t h a. t C·hri st may dwell in heX' heart a.s i n u l11y . Oon-

tinuing t h is t h etFJJ . St . Ambro.se recal l s a line oftbe 

Ca.nticle s , IIUis lips upe lilies distilling the fines t 

mYl~:rhfl (O&nt . 6 :1Z) . fii i5htly may they be ca.lled lilies 

of Chr ist who r eoall his Passion and praise it with 

t hoir lips , beariti.g about i n t heir 'bodies t he mortifica­

tion of Ghrist ; yet t he t i tle is espeGia.lly applicable 

A 

2 4 t o holy virgins whose V.1l'g1ni ty if,l imnlll¢ul ate a.nd shining . , 

21 
Libel' _do. lnjst1tlJ,~:1cm~ Vipgin1! , 34S . 

Th.e tl'eatls6 , EJIl;hortat;to V1rp;1n1tat1a, 1..$ 0. recast of 
25 a discourse of 593 A. D. 

•· •• 1- •• ,;:c;~ ~ 
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25 T T'1 ' . .... .' • t. '"'!lUi! ... ~ ' . xerOn t , ap . Cl. . • ,. "'ovQ" 

Here. the roader eXpel-- ienc0s Q mQre vivid $fjrHle of 

the per8onEl.~ity ot St. Ar!'lbrose tho.11 in some of hi s other 

works, rOI' 'th e:t' e llre p&.l3sages in which AmbroSe develops 

at Greater length the ideas that he wishes to present , 

and the mult1plici 'by ot Script'lU'al quotations is les­

sened. . Addressing in this exhortation virgins ·of both 

sexes, the saint. sp.eaks :t'1~et to youths., entreatil'lg them 

to surrender themselves to Him whose eustorn it is to 

repay H'-s own with a remuneration far btlyond the due re­

wClt'd of their lab or . In gr aphic maMer Ambrol;lc urges 

virgins to Cb.ristian0ndurnnc.e~ bidding them to tako 'Up 

in t he:\.r hands t he <lX'OSS of the Lo~d Jesus , and l'a1sing 

it al.oft by t heir good works j to t .read upon the wicked .. 
. -

~ . ~ . ee 
ness 04- t he world Qno. ",0 pe.fj s beyond it. 

sa 
Ejtho:rtat10 Vi1"gln~tati$, f .t . 16, c01s .• '564-365. 

.. 

~pla.1n1ng t h.ose word a of t he " Cnuticl(;l of' Cant1elos lt 

in Whioh the spouse l atllents , uvul nerata charitat18 egO' 

sum" ( Ca.n t ·. IS!$. , St . Ambrose a.aye that t he arrow which 

inflict,d. the wound 1$ the Christ , to whom the Fe.th~r 

declared t hat He had made him aa a ehaBen arrow (laa . 49:2) " 

Because Gad is Love, it is with. darts of love that . he 

wounds those who seek !li m. And i n ehnins t hey tollow Him, 

Y', .,:"(~ .~ 
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f or those whQm lie wou."'l:as j He 'binds fast . These are the 

cutlins 0.( love by Vlhioll St t fSllulwQ.s bound wIlen he sp oke .. -
27 

of himself Glaa pl'ison6r of Je:ml! Ohriat (J?hi lem. 1) . 

27 
Ibi_a. . ,i. ;;sea . 

at . Ambroae is 01: tht:.taehGol which reooml.1i.enda long 

periods of pl"~rer ; c0p1oua tO~Sj and ra.re lauchter . Be 

pOJ;'sistent in p;t'£ly1ng, he eO~1'lsel:;Jt and let the face 

grow pale w1th aas1uuQ.t1.s prayer. Concet'nine joy , the 

sa1nt Vlould pe:rro:t t only that ho11
1 

.spy in work acoom .. 

plished,. E\Ten a mod~l'nt,e rejoicing 18 unbcscomingin a 

'VirgiIh If' she ha.e nQ ¢QUIilf:) tOl'wh1ch tG weep. let her 

weep for the world , let he~ lflJ.'nent the £&l18 of a1nner.,s , 

f or she 'lho 'b~wails t h@ falls ot otlle~S wil.l beware of' 

her own. Fl1:).ally, let them weep in the helief t hat by 

weeping here , t hey l11ay r>6celve consolation heIle~rter . 

T'.be Book of Eee:\.E}siaebes haa t his to say of' i1l!l'llt)dcrate 
" 

laughte,r.. II An the Ol"ackl1ne of t ho,rna bUlm1ng und~:i:'a 

pot" so is the le.ngbto!t of a fooln (Ecole. 7 :7) ,. For 

When t horns bur.n" th~y pI'oduo'e sound nnd -are qu1ck~'1 

consumed. so. that there 1s no rel3tlltant- heo.t ~ H. SO 

llkewisQ _is the ' laught er of tooli3h men; it produces 
28 

sound devoid o:fcharm. -

28 _ 
:U~1.q.,., ' 374 . 

,:,,~ 
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Let the maid who is a virgin str1v~ ahove all fO).'i 

sobriety, st . AmlYPose· ca:ut1one~ Sobriety .. _ he repeats , 

not a.bst inence :from wine but from boa,11.y lasc1viousnos$ 

and worldl'y vainglory; by wh.ich one i$ In'tojticated morE) 

deeply t b,anby wine; fO;t' t hese ·orrol'S $UPP::J..y e. chali Ce 

of destl'uc tlon and goblet of wr a t h . 29 

29 
11;>id . , 575 ... 376 . 

It- is with a prayer of surpassing beB:utytht\t St; . 

AtnbrosG conc;:'ud'f)s h.i$ exhortation. When thou lookl;ls t 

upon that saving Victilll through Whom the sinaor the 

VJ ol"l~~rEl t.!1kon awe.y ~ dQ Thou look nlso upon t hese vic ... 

tims o£ holy cha.stity, and protect t hem by Thine ev.er .... 

l a sting aid . ., tt~t t hey may be come to Thee .~S on odour 
, 

of $wEletnesl.'J; acc~ptable v1ct;tms •. plea.8ing~to Ghrist 

the Lord.: and do Thou de i gn .to pre.serve 1.11 t hem an up-

right sp l:1:!1t" and bleasinge of b ody .and mind; unto tho 
. . - .' .'. 30 

eC)1n,1.ng 01.' our Lord Jesus Chris t. Thy Son., 

~~--~--~~ .. ~~~--~---.~~--.--.----~----~~~~~~------.-~~-. .~ 
:50 
- 1;bld,. « . :380" 

T1:.erea:re moments in the lit·a ot eV(H~y Rel1giou$ 

whe)}1 the following opinion of St . A:l:!ibr(;)se would serve as 

consola.tion : 

U'l'hay who lla,ve f u l.f111edth& C0ml11ana.mentaare $.ble 
to suy; ' We Sore unpro::f'i 'tabla serVtm-ts a we hllve done 
thst wh ich waa our dut y to do i " The virg in dOG$ 
not say t his, nor ho Whd $old all his goods, but 

.. " ,::i:~ .. 

.( 
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t hey t'at.h(n:' await the storo.d ... u.p l" EliWnrd3 like the 
.holy Apos tlewho l:J2.YS: l Behold w~ have ;fo~sak"n 
a, 11 andr;<.follQwed Thee" what 3hb.ll W'G have there ... 
fore. 1 1·"..,1 

R . '. ft 
COl1oel'p::1pg. W1dow,S,; t;rall.t!lflted b¥ RE)," , H •. De.L'~on1e$titJ. 
in Nlc.ene· . €l.pit ~O$~t~'fJ10~ne .. Pa:tihe!t$ M 211dSli}1'1-e$~ 10 : 4tOt4=aO'h ,,' , , ,'.. , ' , L , '" ; " " • 

4-. .. 

St . Arnbro3e .;La extt'0t:lely harsh in his cOhd~mnat;lon 

ot the fulen virgln. He :re1te:r'at; ,est~ Opi IJ icm found 

in earliel' Fathe3?$ tl1..at the pel~£;lOn v/ho has vowed ber - · 

$011 to Chr1suan.d reeeiv~d t he veil haa; a.l:t'eady married;, 

and 16 t-ln1ted t ·o' an Intmort~l man. Xf tha.t P'@:t'$ot), -m~r"" . 

riea a.M ordl,tng to the common lllVl ofmEU'r1Qge~ she com'!" 
, 52 

nt1. ts ·adu.ltery .. 

f t ; L , I 

32 D~}jQJ?su VirSi1n1,$~qn_seor,t\ta~.A 1) !PoL,. 161 eol ., 589 . 

An appeal aga.1n$t l1J'arldl.ine:s$ l.$ f,l,Cl.dr es ,sed to lOne 

who think~ tocom,p,:romi ~e wi th t hat W"orld 4l, You have 

v ovred ?our s'@lf to, be tho~(p(;):'U:8(3Qt' m:~riillt , h$ l'ol'lunds 
~ 

her .. 'tOll €l.lrO spoken oif a~ a peI'$on. devoted to God . 

Wl'..At, l~v~ you. to do with t he people of' the world? I 

know not wbat you are .seeking. vlha.t sort of friendsh ips 

or conVeNil3.tl1ons you have With them. Y('}u have , conse ... 

eNl.~ed YG\.W soul f'tl%" the destruction of the things or 

this world. Why t hEm" do you seek; the Vlor1d. that you 
. 53 
have ranounced? 

.,. .,:.;;~ .. 

.. 



94 

·u_ . 1 

~ . D ' . .. 
Ad _ylP8itl~lil . eYQ~a1i~I\ P ·. L • . l,7, col. 5~9 , 

As Que would expect in ~ peX'a.on eo s111.0e1'e1y intoit'­

eated in therell~lou(J lite 0.1' womQn as 5t" J'\mbr.Qse 

Sho.VfS himself to have be-e.n,. h13 eovx'espondence likewise 

contains refer·eue-6s to t hat vQcation. Tb~M,gllteenth 

let.ter of the cQrr(7'1ll,Pond.~nee l.fJ addressed to t~ l~:l1pel'or 

Valent~nh.n"and in thiS letter at. Ambrose replies to 

'~l1e r.teraorj.al of 5yrolnaehua .j a. prefect of no~ ~ In t h e 

ll,ltter ulemorial S~t'lCb\.lS had ProtsSlt.ed aga.1nsts$v®1'al 

.enc·Poa.chments ot G:r...!·i$t~~anity upon the old paganism, 

declaring it uuj'll-a t t hat th~ veat.al virg1nJ'1 and priEHilt.S 

be depl""ivett of ancient leg£l.c1es .. St. Am.brQse l"EHntnds 

t h e EHnperQ;> of thasmall numh~J:' of vestals whO h Qd be-el'l 

rece1ved.;. dE}sp;U~le the wrlv11.@ges and wealth heaped upon 

t h em. In eontrast. he CiraVlQ e..ttent1onto the Oh.rl$tian 

vlrg1:ns ~ 

"Let them lQok upon Q. peop'le of" tnad-esty.a 
peop,le af p-ur1 1;;:1, an ll'iH)E:lrllbly of vit>ginit:n 
Not t111etstwethe ornaments Qf t heir hoaO-a, 
but .a veil oortll'IH)U in use, bttb ennobl~d by 
chaetltu. t~ enticement of beauty notsougl1t 
out but laid aside. none 0/ thost - pu:t>pl,e in­
sign,le." no de11tl1oU,S l"l.Utu~ie$ ,t hut the Pl'a:c ... , 
M.ee otfa-ate; no pr1-vilegea, ' no g(l.'1ns~ aU 
things;: in fine. of' such ft kind that one would 
thinlt t hem restrained trOn\el1j oyntent while 
Pf'Q(fbis1ng t heir duties . ·nut Whilst the dut,. 
is being p~"nQtlsli)d the ~nJo1Jlient 0.-£ it is 
aroused" C~!Jtity 1~ 1nCl~e 'lulod by 1t~ o.wn 
saori.fices. ff ,34 

.'" >:~~ ~ 

" 

." 
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34 
Letter 18, tranelated by f! ev . 1I. DeRomeatln i n 
~ ~.ceneand y ost ... :N i oeJ~e l'}a;t;her~ ,2nd ser:l.'es, 10; 418-419. . . . u .. .. 

In tetter 77_ St . Ambrose :refutes. t h e notion tllat 

t hey who vow t heir live s to the sel"vice of God have .1"e -

nounced t he i r liberty. 'The teet1]l'1.011Y of at. P ~l.ul is 
-

aga !.n sought as St . l~bro S'o quo t ,es t he' ScrlpturQ1 t ext ~ 

nHe who is called 6 be :tng f roe , ia t he bondman of Chris t" 

(1 Cor. '7:22). 111h 18 i s a servItude of t he heurt, no t a 

s ervitude f 'X'om neces·sit y . Therefo,r ,e, ""Q 'lalla servnnt s 

indeed of our CreatQr~ but we posaeSfJ t he liberty which 

we have received by t he g:ra ce of Christ." . And eo" as 

i t born of ~ freedma:}l , let uBof f ·ot> t he sa:cr>lfi.ce of oUl> 

liberty, s igned on t ho f orehead as becomes f reedmen ; 
-=' .... 

t ha t we may n ot be put. t o sh ame but may glol'Y. S:i. ened by 

S t 
. 55 

t he p1ri" ndt by t he .fl esh . 

:;5 Er)!1st~la 77 t P ~ L ., 1&., col .. 131 9. 

The man Who won the lovo of St_ Au gustine 1s heard 

i n 11 l at er letter . Let us follow Jesus nlwayaand \Ve 

shall neve-X" f a.ll; for lIe giveastrength, '(;0 t hose whQ fal ... 

low lI;i..m. And 1n .proportiona.s you are near to viX' tue, to 
. . .. 3.6 

the Sllme degree you will be more courageous • 

. ~ .a 

36 
Epiatu1Jl 00 , P . T .. . 16" col. 1338. 

,; . .;~ 

" 
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A very near con·temp0l"ary of St . Al,1lbt'ose WAS St it 

Jerome , t hough t h e ta.slts destined f ol" t h em in the work 

of t he Church wer0 qtJ.ite dissimilar . Wherea s Ambrose 

was called from aecular lii'e for the i mmediate purpose 

of partici pating 1n Churoh administre,tion a s Bis hop ot 

Milan, St . Jer ome; a .ccordlng to DeLabriolle , was or-~ 

dt:J,ined t o t4e priesth ood vd t h the understanding tha.t he 

was to ren'.fl.ip free f .l'om a.ny pastor'ial or 11 t urgicalob­

ligation . For J erome was preeminently a scholar , and , 

saya Tlxeront f t'lncontestably the !l.loat erudite of t he 
37 

Latin Fathers , not except i ng even St . Augustine . " 

37 '.' 
P. ,DeLa'brio-l le , op . c:t.t ... '$3-9; J . T1xe;ront , 0:k? i " Ci,t •• 
264 . . . - . 

-~"~"-~.-,'--. -----~-~-~~---. --,~, - ' ~ 

I.f St . Jerome was Qutstanding as a scholar , he was 

not less so as an :tndividual, and even toda-y , lls Abbot. 

i3llrCiy asserts , t hat sa l ntlyseholar exci tes ei ther pro .. 
. 36 

found sympathy or great antlputhy_ 

38 G. Bar dy , The Christian Latin Literuture 91' t he Firat 
Six Clep,tW'i,es , t r anslated by li otber M. Hegi riald , 99 . 

The f .f:lct i .s that St . J erome was a pass:ton&te and a 

keenly .S6n 51 t i ve lrt(a.l'l . One has bu t t.o reHd h i s correspon­

dencEi wi th St . Augustine to see how eagerly ho longed f or 

tJ:1G latter I s friendShip , and yet how bitterly he r'osented 

·.1 •••• ,:~ ~ .. 

.< 
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any supposed lacl{ of appreciation on t he par t of the 

younger man . Hence , 1tseems that it was h :1.s passionate ,.. 

sen$lt1ve nature which caused h i m to ·suf fe r greatly from 

t he antipa thy tow9.:rd him which it tlI'ouseti . ITo" la:rgely . . 

that difficult di s position Wl)ts a r<i}~mlt of h1.s extreme 

penances and ince ssant application t o study , transla­

t ion, and cQtnp os i tion , a p sychologist might gueas ..... God 

l!:llOVIS . 

In :his .attrac tively-vvrltten volUlfl6, I~Qunder$ of th~ 

r,UddJ:.e Age,s , E. K. Rand t er ms St . Jerome a Christian 

humanist in t be .s ense that t he latter put his scholal"shlp 
39 

at t he servioe of the Church .. 

39 
E . K. Rand , ott-. Cit . t . 104. 

I .t woul d seem that the deflni t10n is equally apropos 

by reason of the fact t hat S-t . Jerome w:as truly interest; ... 

cd in t he world of his day , fOr although at Bethlehem he 

presided over a monastery of mell whose fe:t'voU!' Iil.nd holi .. 

noss wel'e remarkab le, h e toolt an active interest :tn all 

t he oontemportl.!'y events ot the Chl'istian -world . IIMes_ 

sengers trS.velled inceSSantly between Rom6aug. B l~thl_e he!l'., 

and the l atter became a sor t of intellectual oenter of 
. ,·,40 Chri s tio:nity .. .. 

40 
G,. Bardy , C11.r1atian, tatin Literatur8,lOl • 

.•. ,."~ 
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It is the opini on of TixeNmt that i f St . J erome 

was fa!' from exemplifying t he ideal of Ohristian parfee... " 

tien , he W!30S a. wri ter of t he firs t rank . fi Ue has , wlleh 

he deSires , 0.11 t he cOI'Z'ec t .nes s of Lacte.nt:1.us and all t he 
,Al life I color , clove:r sarcasm and variety of 'l'ertul lian. f - . 

41 J T . . . . . . , ~~h . • . 1Xeron t ~ '1£ . QJ. t 0.1 (~vo . 

One of t he ehief uses to which St . Je·rome put his 

literary talent was to encourage and lnst,pu c'\:; virgins 

o.nd monks in the asce tic lifo , and to urge othe r s to 

adopt that life . DeLoaoriol1e believes t hat t he reason 

f o!' Jerome ' s constantly praising the relig ioUS life is 

the f act t hat h1 s stud/;mt days in Rome l eft wit h h im t he 

conviction that so great are the dangers ofi'eredby life 

in the wcrld t hat frail scule m.ust inevi ta'bly s 'Ucc U!nb t o' 

thCIn , "unl e ss they p l E:'tCe b e twe en t h emselves and t empt a.-
4." tion a barrie r t ha t is almost i mpas ,snble . II~':;' 

42 
P. DeLab:r1cdle , op . c1 t o. 279 0 

The bulk of St . Jerome fs wrtt1ngs en virginity oc­

ours in his corresponden ce , but t he prOf,tH~aion of that 

virtue is defended alsO' i n acme of hi8 tre o. t i ses.. A Cel'­

taln JoY1n19.nue had publi shed at Home n. treatise in 

which the lat t er D.ssel~ted , among other t hings , t hat a. 

v i r g in as such :i.s no bet tel' t h l!ln a. married w()me:n, i n t he 
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s ight , 0'£ God . Jerome 1 s answer is basod largely u.pon 

St . Paul t s Pirst Epistle to t he Corinthians . He €l:K­

presses t he idea. # 111 t hertoeneountered , thati virgins are 

dea.r to C}U'i st in a special manner becauso t hey freely 

give what is not required, t hereby ind.icating the bes ... 

tQw(ll of a ereater gi£ t t han they t;'lake who render on ly 
43 

wha t 1. $ C om.'l1anded . 

45 
Contra Jovini.o'num, P . L . 23 , col . 238 .• 

Regarding the sbltes of murriage and vi!'ginity I, 

" 

St . Jerome decls!'€ls t hut t h ere are divel."sities of g ifts 

in the Church, marriugo being one g ift""- virgi ni ty another . 

lIenee it follmvs 'Ghat there i s likewise a distinction in 
44 

the matter of ro~vtlrds for the married a.nd for virgins . 

44 I' b~d " 1 2' ~2 J. .,. 00 . v _. 

One of t h e e:;l.l~lY' lotter~ of St . Jerome is t hat to 

IIeliodoI'u 8, r-oproa,chinr; t ho latt@:t' for having abandoned 

t he ascetic life :ion fuvor of t he clerical . Using the 

l'hetorlcal question , Jerome .a.t3li:s whether t h e er-stwh lle 

monlt dreads pove!' t y . Cht'ist dec-lax-os the poor blessed . 

Does labor frighten you? Except he' has toiled in the 

sweat of h is bt'o"'/ ,, no athlete is et'ovmed . Do,os t he 

mattel' of' food causo anxie ty? 'rl"ust is rea~ful of n o 

. ,{',' ,~,,~ .,-
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f~ml'Xn:o~ n~ 1,(}ud;>eoo ~ l)cd on tbil) h~rd o ':ound tal' l!mhs 

enmelutod with faotlng? 1f1);0; LOl'd ll.¢s b0$ide- you. ~ .. 'leu" 

UJ;'>(:) over-~agel1 f'Cil" 1311:foynent,1' OY 'brc)tllm"" it you \dsh tQ 

l~j 01C-0 wi th thf'> \?iorld ;in t hi£; life t'l.'l(i, to 1'01sn wi th 

Ohta1at: 1'0 th,e, next., 
At:; '11:0 

tI • I _1 , " ' . ' 111 ' v' iii: . _ T _ ttJ~J ): ' 

45 Spis.t-ul.a 14", 1' .. 1 •• 2tJ,; c~l.. 554. 

'->ll!l.Jil.pg tl'liO l~o'st tamp.'t.U3 of st ,., .J$l·Q~ 't$ lottlot'e is 

thfltt() .huDtocbi~. the cJj)'Ughtel" of Pa.ula. tlho w1tb he!" 

~()thc-l!> ~ecom~Qn.loo St .. Jeror.!e t o P,tll.~~t!ne- wl,lt~$r:~ fot'm­

¢d 1;4 pL~t Q£ thtl eompfWY or virgins in s. conV:Ollt at Deth ... 

lol~tn .. , n0'~ the mm:lu,stt'l'l'y. l:}Nsj.ded. ~i\lGl" by St . J e!'01il.(h 

Tbo lettal' b:Glonf'''s t,o that 'nt'lme:l'01l.<; clMff ttt 1:et:tt:)l"s tn'i t ... 

ten by tha~;a.int >lli th the avo:t1e<'l P~PQ$-~ of lnsp1P:1tlS 

monk$ (l.ni1: Vi~gilla to pe~llJlrflel~ iJl. the ~1-f,e of' cGlibltn:~"., 

To IttlJlW t he 'e~o.e.lle;ne(J Oct vi!·Sin1.ty l ,ll n()t. ,sUl"'t1¢:i,cm.t ,: i t 

tntst be cu::.~~ded'J1t,.h th.e most je€Ueus ¢a)1'~ 'by thos'& '\1nb 
48 

f;.tl.Ve eheSoen i th, 

~! .J _ il t)t " ~. 1 , (j • $ . 1!'! -, xL ; T ' ( . J' z r 
4u 
. Epi:stulu 2'2" P .1.-. 22. 001,: 409 .•. 

• JI :c. -.: ~ .2 '-u ! , . _!t . L _ :" _ft: ' , Tisf; T ' 

S}lcnk1ng 0,£ t~ lQV~' of Clwlst t ,OIt' his 'V':tr'~nttl 

.sp(:}t:l1le~k St. Jeex"omo quot~o St . Pall.'l. t a d~-eOI"iptiQn .of the 

oonj~o.l e tu.t,o, II tt16;' 90011 b0 i;a,m in. one fl~sh'f (Epll •. 5 :3l). 

U ot tn ona t1snh, .. Ultt i n one &1i'.1"-1 t ro.1:\'1 th~ flm.\v ~nl1 13f'1d~ 

Q-Qm ~u ru,'S SPOU~H~ l' tl:nd t his i a t lw a()n$~te :re,w~ of 

."" ,:..;~ ~ 

t' , 
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those who hav~chose.nChl'i8t . Hence it is that Je~ome 

addresses Eust(}chhull us Lady l:.ustochium, since she is tp6 
,,7 

bride of o~ Lord . 

47 n-. . d' , l'\ . ... ~;L ' ., 3;;;5 

Vii t h the rnothor of one villo would 'embrace t he I1f-e of' 

Vir gini t y ,f st . Jerome 0.JCpostulatea . Why does she bee:rudge 

her daughter t he virginity she possesoes? It \'Ta::! yom' 

Wo. t.Qb.ft\l lovo whi ch preserved her a virgin. Are you diG­

pleased with hs!' because she has dc,Sired t o be the \"life 

of a ldng,. not of n s oldiel' ? She has bestow-ed upon you 

an exalted privilego: you a:r:'a 1100 the moth e;P- in-le.w of 
48 

God . 

1:8 
'" Ib:Ld u 407 

.., 

St . Jerome shows in hi.s lett;;Gilrs a.n undorstanding of 

hurno.p natul'c which 1s at times a,rmlslug, and at ot hel' 

timoS pathet i c . From pe!'sonnl experience he knew the 

c):"uving of !!lost lXUl:n&n hearts for Q.;ff'ect1ol1, and so ill t h :Ls 

letter t o EustochiUJn he ackno\'iledge$; 

"I{; .is hard fo!' t ho hur.1an soul not t o love 
something , and our mi nd of nece-ssity must be 
drawn to' s ome s ort of affection~ Carnal love 
1s overcome by s piritual love: desire 1s 
quenched by depil:'e ; who.t is tuken fr om the 
one 1s added to the other . "49 

. ' ,;;~~ .. 

,; 

i . 
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49 
"The. Vi r Cin ' s !?rof~ssionll , t r nnsla t ed by }' . A. Wright in " 
ratlwr s of tho Chur ch.l 239 . 

St . J el'ome admits t hat i t 1nvolve s a clifficul t strug ... 

gle to be l ike Cb.r1st , his apostles and mllrtyr' s , and that 

the things which he aets forth will seem hard 'to her wh o. 

doe s not love ChI-1st . But sbe who has l e(:u"l1ed to. despise 

t he t h ings of the world will ery out , uWho s ha l l separate 

us fr om t he love of Christ? Shull t r;1.bul at i on , or di !3 -

tre ss , or per secution, or famine , or nakedness , or peril , 

or t he Sword ... I am s ur e th~t neither deat h , nOr l i f e . ..• 

n or things present , nor t hings t o c.oroo •••• nOr any other 

croature s hall be able t o s eparate us .£'1"0 1:.1. the love of 
60 

God . ,"[hiah i s in Cl1rist Jesus" (Rom . 8 ! 35- 39 ) . 

50 
Ib i d •.• 422- 423 . , 

I t 1s 0. frequent experience in r eading tho admoni ­

tions of t he 1£9.r 1y Futhers to Virgins t o r uminate , HAn. , 

t h i s adv l ce i s $1ll~ely outdated . POl" con t emplat1ve s ,- pe r -

11o.ps . If Yet I. invar ia.bl y ", further c onsl del'ation for ct;:l s 

the c onc lus ion that i f t he literal application of t he ir 

counsels be n o 1 0n[;or r equired , the spir i t of t hose 

counoels. s till rul os the c onduc t which the Church !aud 

SOCiety expeot to see i n Re l ig i ous . I t is thus with a 

,:'(~ 
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section of t he present letter . St , Jerome stresses the 

need f or gua.rding chastity, for shieldi n g from t he public 

gaze t he vessels of the Lord 's t emple" for surely; no 

gold or silver vessel was ever so denr to God -'3. 5 t he 
51 

temple of Q. vir gin's body ~ 

51 
Ibi d .; 409 . 

L _ 

St '" Jerome advisee rigid mQrtif1cation, reoOl'Jlrllend1ng 

t hat she vlhosaysshe cannot do without the l tU..""'Uries she 

knew' in the \vorld, renounce t he ascetic lire and live 

a ccord;tng to her ovm rule , since God t , r uleia too dift1 .... 

cult tor her . :Hot t hat a r umbl1.ng stomach ana. fevered 

" 

lung~ ttre in t h emselves pleasin g to GQd , but they ro,"e neCea-
62 

sN7 f or the preservation of chas t i ty. 

52 
.I b 1;1 - I 400 

The only f'i tting retur n that Vie can i'r1I;ike to Christ 

is to give bl(?od f or bloOd, to lay down our lives for 

our Redeemer . What sairli; ever won his crovm without 9-

55 
struggle? 

53 
Ibid , jj 423 . :- - -- H 

In t hiS mtlteri al1.s t10 !;lge it is not always Gasy to 

obey Cffilia t'S injunction that his foll,?wers ,. though in 

, .. ,x~ ~ 
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'the. \7o;>ld " bo not of the '!.101'1('1. Al'parf}utly" th'0 1.7w.tt.or 

caused the young \Til'gina of St . Jel'ow.t) • s d{\y S01Ji.O llt\CCr,.. 

t~inity , 1'01'" t he lntter qu.otes & 1:;yp.100.1 plain t .ns follows: 

11So_ m'ld .... ~lo 1I>1lj 0-16 hoI' own pro-port,. ; slle is 
h(mOUl~ed by men: tohs b;r>ed::;hornand tl1() l3'istells 
G3scmbloraK"heI" hous,.) . JIM aha CGG-aod to be 
a vi»g1n?U~'I't 

13-4 . . 
uThc Vl1"g1n"s El"oi'¢ssionft

l Pl?,- cit ••• . 262 . 

s t .. JaroJ.'1€l' aeclm'sa it t.'io-ubtf'ul it she bo e. virgin 

tfholy both in body and npir1t . u B'ut one l:'1Ust follow bettor 
or,; 

0:Zrult-p16f3 . 

i ' r:t 

ov Ibid . 

t..'P · '" _ , ,. - ,, !I' ._. _ i .· 

St . J'e,rome was 'w~11 aWlll'>e of tha snQro tlu,lt; vo.1n 

;lO:ry oets tor & RoliS1otHl .. Do hot wisb to' appear vor"! 

devout nOli' f>lOXto huo'bla than nee'G's€J.ti17'" last Q71:itvoidihe; 

~).,Ol"'y 'f0U oook it . POI> mAny t'BlO :w.@ t hew pOV'@l"ty., 

c.h('ll"i tr~ 4nd t'.ast1ns wish to .o,l'O\'UiJe t\<:1m:tX'a.tioh 'by tt£i'I' 

~el'7 ,n60r n oS 1t~ tmd~, str.ange to say." they aeok glOl7 

whilei' protes.s1ng to renmmc'$ 1t . It in tfi..e opinion of 

st !l Jer'Qme- tha.t .fow 'are fl~~Et f'rom thl'S Qo.;t·Emt .. Elahol'''' 

ating thifl' advice .. he cautions virgins not to- harbor 

the I'le.Cl'Ot thm...tght that having eefised '1#0' court atte'nt.1o-n 

in ga1'"'....$nt .f1 of gold .. they will do SQ in lowly nttil"'e. 

'~hen you entor a room filled with brethern and Si$tEltlS, 

,:~ ~ 



do not take tOG low a place , oX' pI'otest t hat you are 
5G 

u.nworthy of a footstool. 

66 . 
E121stula ~~" P. L . 22 , col. 413 . 

" . -~'-.-'-.,,-,,-- . - .~ - .~--'----
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The o.ft- repeated ,advice that virgins seldom leave 

their dwelling- plaoes is reiterated by St . J erome . Srwewo.-

1y t he Irl1"aacible h ermit!! :remarks t hat one will never lack 

an excuse .for going ou t if she goes out whenever there is 

need to do so . Nn t her anrdonlcally, the saint queries 

whether a Brother be dead .. 01" t he body of a Sister need 

to b e carried to bur'lal . Take Care lest you yourself die 
57 

in too ,frequently performing such offices . 

5'7 
Ibld ., 413 . 

In thlscQnnectlon Jerome cond.emns visits palO. by 

virgins to ~l"ied women at' the w01'lo. . Lenrl'1 in t h i ,S ' mat ... 

tel' e. holy pride" he remonstrates ; realIze t hat you are 
58 

superior to t hem. 

58 Ibi d ... , 413 

Letter 48 o.f St .. Jerome t, s corrcspondance is .a kind 

of apology for his two books against Jov1nian. to whioh 

reference has been made . In th;ts letter to Pammachius , 

,; .... ~ 

,; 

, >. ;." . 
" " ;" 

,.' 

~J 
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Jerome defends himself against the char ge t hat he had 

been excessive :tn his pr~ise of marriage and depI'ociation" " 

of virginity. The saint expl~e Sses surprise t hat clergy-

men a.nd monlts ; both groups Uving celibate lives , l'efra;tn 

from praising what they t hemselves practisef Cutting 

thoms el ves of! from their wives i n order to i roHato the 

chastity ot vir gi tw. t hey 110Vel?tlleloss maintai. n that 

mllrri ed women are as good as v i1~g ina . Ii' t hey c ontinue 

to live apart from t heir wives , t hoy will have to admit 

t hat in p!'ef~H.·ping virgi nity to 11larriage , they have chosen 
59 

the better course _ 

59 
Epistul~ 48, P. L. 22 , col . 494 .. 

Con c).udl ng t his letter, St; • • Terome aska. why p erson s 

delude t h emsel ves and are v e~ed if t hey .find the palnl of 

chast i ty denied t hem, whi le ~hey continually seek sexual 

indulgence . Shall t here be but one r eward for hunger and 
60 

f or surfeit , .for sackc l oth and for $i1~'( 

60 Ibid .. 510 .. 511 . 

St . Jerome ' s letter to Paulinus of Nola. breathea 

the solle1tude of sincere friendship . lIe ·. congratulat es 

t he l at ta:r for his complete break with t he world , reca.lling 

t he case of t he milliona11:'o , Cratee, who t hreW away a huge 

<to . "~~~ --
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amount of g old when he wason hi s way to Athens for the 

study of philosophy, bol ieving that wealth i s incompatible " 
61 

with virtue . 

61 
Epis;tulJl 61, P . L . 22 , col . 580 . 

The i mportan t t h ing is to bea Chr is t ian , not merely 

t .o appear so to be . And yet , t h is lovable old man muses , 
62 

t hey most plea se tho wor l d , who plea-eo Chris t least . 

62 
Ib1d ___ 684 . 

I 3m not s atist'iecl wi tIl medioeri ty for you, pau11nus: I 
63 

Wish that everything you do b e of' the highest excellence . 

63 IbJ-u, 586 . 

A grea.t part o·f t his letter i.8 devoted to at . Jerome ' s 

defense of hie belief t hat the country is be tter sui ted 

for t he pur.suance of monna tie life thAn t he c1 t y t He as­

s ures Paulinus that i t matters not in Y/lla t part of the 

world one 11ves- ... in t h o,. Holy Land or elsowhero--as long as 

ono lives in t he C ()Ut}tl~Y . Keep out of cHiee , he cautions, 
" 

i f you deS;1.r0 to b~ Il n1C;pk" for citieS are t he homes or 

crowds , not of.' t h ose who live alone . In 0. later l e tta.%' 

he a sles why monks long for c1 ties ,. t hey whose very name 

,,1.,- "~~ ., 
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signifiQS loneliness. 

64 
J:bid •• \ 585; }~pistttla 12.5 . col . 1076 . 

108 

Parallel wi t h this thought is St . Jerome ' s ban upon 

a. monk i s par t i cipf1tlon in aoeial ga.therings t1\nd v1s1ta-
. ' as 

tiona of an official or complimentary nnture . 

66 Ibid r 

Letter 6(5 of St . Jerome ' s correspoI1danee was '1ivr1tten 

to Pammacblus , f ormerly t he hUsband of Paula ' s daught er , 

Paulina , b1.1.t for two yeal's a widower . Following t he 

death Of h is young Wife , Pammachi.us had adopt'ad sOl1ibre 

garb ) renouncing his wealth for t he 'benefit Of t h e poor , 
66 

and devoting his life to the service o.f t he s i ck . 

66 . 2(') 
~AA.stBl'a_ 6~_t P . L . ~ ; pe,s~q;~. 

Yet ,. St . Jerome was not c ontent t 1mt P~ma'ch1us sh oul,d 

stop at t hat point in t he $plritual ascent . It is not 

en ough , if you woul d b e pe r fect. me:t'ely to despise wealth ., 

You must likewise .follow Christ , for saking your sins a.nd 

v,ral.king hand in ha.nd wi t h virtue. Christ 1,$ all t hings; 

hence he who leaves all for Christ finds One i n pl ace of 
' 1 67 a;1. • 

" ,(. ,:~~ .. 

" 
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67 
}b;td~l col . 64,4. 

In Jerome's view.; vQ),untal'jt povert1 ie .~ 1~H5ael' 

sacrif ice t han are ch j;l,$tity find o'b.edienee. One mus t 

leave l'1Qt Only his mot:u;~y ;. but 0:130 h iS very self . In 

the BoOk of Job", Snt,~n is q'Uotedaa declaring.,. "All that 

a man h ut,h 11& will g ive fop his 11:f;':e,; 'but ... . to'Ueh hiS 

flesh , tmd . u he will 'ble.ss t hae to thy fQ.oe or It 

(Job 2:4 ... ,5). nereln 'hhe ~nc1el'lt 'enemy reveals h1 0 know ... 

ledge that t he Wjl.r with imp~1t1 1$ more difficult than 

that wi t h covetousness . '1'0 re11nqnishwhl!1t clihgs to 

one. from wtthout is euery , b\.tt a wal' within IOUI' V&t'y 

,selves l nvol.''lea fait' greater danger . One must loosen 

t hings joined togl!).ther_ Qne muet sepal'ate t h 1ng13 firmly 
68 

i.mitea" ' 

~. ~.~ . • ~_ ~ _. ,_~ .""._ ' , ... ... _ ._. ~ _ ~ .. _ .. _ _ __ ~_. _.,~ ._ ,,~ ·c_ "_,U~_ • . _~~~ . . " , " _ ' . ....... _ 

68 _!b.1d. ~1 ·6-46 . 

- . - -'~ . . ~ - .""""~--~~-'----' -' -----~- . -. - •• ___ .J-_ . • _ _ ._J'_'- ,'--_--'---""""--"""-~ ..<..... _ __"___.'""_ ___ ~= __ ~_~ ~____'__"___ .. '__'_" "'_',~ __ ~__"__'_ ___ , . ___ =-=-----'-_ ~ ". jj -_' • i 

In proof of hi~ con tention tllat the s~cr1f:ice of 

one · a own w;tll 1s supel~1ol" to the sa:c!'1fic-e of one j $ p6s. 

sessions, St . J e l'OItle ;t.nsta.ncee the CiQ.$G of Zaccrw.GUS i ' who 

r'eatored four-told t hQs·e Whom he had defr~:uded und gave 

halt Qf hl$ go:oda to t ne poor'; and }"6t Vins not numbered 

.among the npostles.. The lattor . ou the oth.er hand, ~ave 

up not hing AS tar as Wealth is eonee1"ned) hut as rega.rds 

,'j. ":"~ ~ 

.. 
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t hair O\~m will , they gave up the whole \'10,1-1d., 

69 
l.b1d .• . 

" 

. , 
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In hie letter 0·1' consolation written to Eua·toch:t:wn upon 

t he death gf' P,Q.ula , ,JeromeexprGsses th¢ snm() thought. 

He t'eca11~ t he apostles' s@.y1nc.,. 1I 1'361101d We have left 

all t h;j..ng$ , and have followe c1 t hee ll (Luke 18 : 28) . Now. 

t here 1s no evidence " saya St . J or-oroe;, t he. t t hey left 

anything but t heir boats e.nd nets ; yet they were crovmoQ. 

with the approval of Christ . WhY? Because in giving 
70 

t hElma.elves; t h.ey l eft 0.11 things . ' 

f. I. -1\'_ 

70 Epistul;.a. 1~8.! 1> . L, 22 , col . 96c5 
t _._ 

" 

In h is patlegyric of Paulu ;, St ._ JtH'Ome dec,lares tl18.t the 

virtue which constituted 1101" 'particular charm was ht.u.ni l ity, 

which he terms the first at Christian graces . Thea"a \V&$ 

not l'l1ng 5,n p,Qulat·s dre.su# ·spoech" manner. or gatt to make 

her remarkable ~mot1g her vtrgincOlnpaniona .
71 

71 
Ib1<l '1; 891 

A 1ett.erto a young monk ot TaUl-olls's p~a:l;.ses the 

cenobitic way of life in preference to the iancho:ritic . 

From cam.r.;anions in the t.1onastic life one ma,y learn many 

.! ,:,<:~ .. 
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things: t he one teaCbeJil humilit y .. anothel~ patience , Ii\. 

third ailence , and a fourth ,. me~kJ'les ,s. You 'will dO'· as 
.'. 

others closire , eat what you are told l . welU' t he clothe::;·: 

given you" perform t he \'ifork a.ssi gned; YOll w:t:Ll ob-ey a 

peraon wh om you dislike; you will go to bed tired out , 

a.nd be obliged. to rise before you have r>es ted suffic :tent ... 

1f; if you are wronged, you v"r111 emduN'l t he w:i:'ong 1.n 

silence . You will feill.l? t he superior of th~ community 

as a Il1aste!' , but loV'e him a.$ a mhaX'. Whatever he COnI­

mands , you \vil1 ~()nsider to be benefioial for you . You 

will n ot judg~ t hose placed over you" for it will b e 

you!' duty to obey . You will have so many t a aks to per ... 

form that while you 1'>9.$$ from one. thing to t he next , ,-ou 
72 

will be able to t hink only ot the duty of t he moment . 

72 .... .. -. .", . -.' .. 0 
Epistula 1~6, P.L. 22 , cols . 1080-181. 

Th1rty years a!'teI' St . ·Jerome wrote to EustochiUi'n 

" 

a letter which may well be called a tre$l.tise o.n virg:tni by . 

ho wrote to Demetr1as, another young lady ot: noble birth; 

who had embraced t he lifE> of holy Virginity .. His coun­

sels rega.rding tiBcet1c, practices in t h is letter are 

considerably more moderate t h an hiS earlier advice to 

Eustooh1unh He declares t hat he would not impose upon 

her an ob11gs.t1on of extreme f Asting or abn ormal abstt ... 

nence because such penan ces so.on break d ovm weak cons t! .. 

. ,:.~.~ 
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tutions , causing bodily sickness before t hey laY' a f ounda­

tion oj' holiness . While curbing the deslres of the flsnh; " 

however , one must keepstU'f1cient strongth to rend the 

Scrip tuves , sing psalms , a.nd lr:eep vig11s . Fasting in 

itself is not complete holiness , but only a foundat;l.on 

virtue , upon which othOl' virtues 1'1lUY be bull t; and the 

aame may he said oi'chasttty . None 01' these virtues 

alone will Suffice to win the Virgin ' e Crown ~ '73 " 

'73 Er) istula 1:30 ; p. t . 22,c018 . 1116- 1117 . 

Delnetrias is warned to s.voidthEi company of married 

WOl1len devoted to their husbandS and to, t he world, l¢lst 

the ts.les of' "what he said to ma and what I said to h:J.m" 

(in modern parlance) shoul d. 'ca,.use her mind to become u.n-
, 74 

settled . ' . 

74 
11'1d .

" 
col . 1121 . 

V1t>gins who livo in large communi ties ought nevor 

to go out a.lone . Shoep who strsy from the flock fall 

into the jaw's of wolves . Some holy virgins remain at 
76 

home on holy days, Q.nd entirely avoid public places . 

% " , Ibid • • 001 . 1122 . 

.,~~~ .-
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Like 801otnon 's praiss" of wi edom is the conclu.s;!.on 

of t h is letts !" of a. Clu"i stlan humanist. . Love Holy $crip-

ture, and wisdom 'Will love you . Love wisdom and it will 

keep youaafe , Hay t he gems on tour bosom and in yOU!" 

'16 
cal'S bo t he jewels of wisdom .. 

76 . 1 ' ;1 Ib.1c:l. -t . · 12~ • 

.. ~ 

Both St . J erome and St. Augus tine were G<miuses , 

t hough difforently gifted; both were actively zealous 

in t be defE~n$e of t ho Church and. in the pronlotlonof 

th.e virginal way of 111'e} $.nd final.ly., each cf t hem had 

the ~ighest esteem for the talents of t h e oth er t Indeed" 

the correspondence of the two Saints 6:ffel's t he greatest 

< 

exoneration from the char ge of perversity regarding that 

one of t hom Whom s ome one has called an "irascible hermi t . 1t 

PC!' it' Augustine could excuae J erome"£! cutting jibes, who 

a.re we tocQndemn him? And exou~e t hem he did , totally, 

understandingly" i n t he l:llanner of that One to whom he 

rmu given a.ll his love . 

:tn t he following excerpts from St . Augus tine ' s Vlorks, 

t here 18 notic6ablea strongly personal element. COli'" 

ce;r-n1ng this charo,ot eristic Of Augustine ' s writing", 

Reverendl"a.th.er DIArcy 8te.t~S ':' 

"He has theaame power as PQsctll (i.nd , at 
times , of !iewman c£ making wl'lIat is int ensely 
personal pa.ss into the rmiversal " .so t hat the 
re,nder seems to be following h1s O\'Tn story . 
To 'L\s'e t he language of his system, his own 

,;-' ~ ... 
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oxperience ovokes in t he momolrY of 
others an echo wh ich i.s recognized to 
be true, Hen ce his mark on philosophy 
haabeen described by a m(')dern writel' 
a s t hat of interiorizing :l.t ~ lIe is 
t he fir,st7.e.xplol'or of tho hint erland 
of self.'~ 'I 

77 . 
M. C. D' Al-cy; I' The . l?hilos ophy. Of St . Augus t ine!', 
~ Monument . to a t ~ A.ue;ustlne, 15(" 

Vernon Bourke attes t s Augustine 's succe s s in the 

USe of t his method of $elf ... i nqu,l.ry by his aff irma. tion 

that Augustlnlsm 1s R.e. a,pi r it which stems from t ho in­

tuitive 'dsd orn of 9. gt'ettt personality." Bourke con sid ers 

t he ul tilnate s ource of this AUg\.1.st1ni,al'l 8p11"1 t to be 

t he love of Gbd , quoting GilDon t s declar~t10n t hat a 

doctrine 1s Atlgustlni an in t be tneasure in whioh it tends 
. 79 

mol'S completely to org.an:tze. :ttsel.f ilrouno charity. 

78 - _ 
. V. J • Bourke . AUR'J.s~t~ne ' _~ quest of Wlsp.om, 301-302 . 

or 

Uow, t he love of God upon wh ich st. AL\gustine eapec ... 

itll1y insists in regard to pe rsons dedicated to God ,. ;t..s 

the 4'eciprocal love '>'Thich t hey, ~s t he chosen brotherS 

and spouse/! of Chl':1.st . owe to Him" ,uo t iug St . Thomas I 

Gilson says in t h is connection, If I There is III oirculation 

01' !ovc"'Wh1oh depa rtsf'rom God and return s to IIira. t • If 

t h is be true. one mus't oohclude that to love God is to 

posseSG Him, for Sin ce he who seeks God loves Hi m, he 

,. ,-::-:~ ~ 

" 
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who :;leeks Iiim possesses Hinh IJ 

79 

115 

Etienne G:11son, L fEsPI'it de 13: 1'1111030£h1e Medievale , 
<)rt2- - _u - '" 

(J I • 

It 1s the feM' of St_ Augustine that those souls to whom 

h e has bequeathed extl~!lOl'dina:ry s p i.t'1 tual f ·livora will. 

lnter:r1,;lpt thatcil'cu.lation of divine love 'wh:tch s hould 

flow unceasingly between the Creator and Hie c!'eatures , 

and by centering u pon t hemselves the love which 1s HiS , 

t hey will deny Rim the love whieh He expects from them. 

If love be the source Qf' his effective t hinldng , 

t he virtue of humility l'eceives almost €lqu~l attention 

in St. Augustine ' :;! advice to Religious. And 1s not t his 

virtu.e which sets man in his propel' relation to IUs 

Creator ,. essential fa!' any true love of God ,: fOI' is it 

not the self ... estectJlof pride which deprive,s God of His 

creature t s lQve? That st . Augustine h1Jlls elt' possessed 

t he vlrt'U:ea of char;tt~ s.nd humility which he prea ched 

is seen" among othel' lnstancea ; in. toot passage of his 

Conf~ssion$ where he relates his strongly-felt need of 

talking with St . Ambrose , llnd the complote frustration 

of that. wish: 

"I had no opportuni ty of inquiring what 
I Wished of t hat so holy ol'acle of thine , 
his breast , unless the tbing might 'b.e 
a.nswered briefly, But t hose tides 1n me 
to~be poured out to h+m, reque5ad 111s full. 
lel.sure , and never round it ." 

,r" .' " ~«~ 

..: 
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80 
Confessions , 6 :82 . .' 

._._. -'-'---~--.. ' -- . _._-

I t will be r e called that Augustine t hen explains Ambrose ' s 

roannarof uti li zi ng the few f ree m1.nll.tes a. t hi s disposal , 

concl uding as f ollows hi s desoript ion of the man whQ ap­

parently f ,ail,ed to reoogni z.e i n Augustine an;rt h i ng beyond 

t he common r un of humanity, IIBut Vlitb what i ntent soever he 

t 
'. . . - ,,81 did it ; cer a1nl y i n s uch a man it was good . 

81 Ibl<l . 

_~ _ s 

In :388 , a yeai' af ter hl$ bapt.i{Jfl1. St . AUf~s tine wrote 

two books on t he customs of t h e Cathol ic Church and t he 

cus toms of t he Man1chaeans , contrasting the virtues of 

t he Chu,rch 1n her religious) cler gy , and laity" wi t h the 

sact-at innnoral l ty of t he Man~chae ana" and establi shi ng 

t he t heory of chlU' i tyas t he source of nl l hOlineas . 82 

d , !! ~ . 

8'" 
. .., Gustave Dardy. Tl1e , ChJ;> istia.,n. ~at;1n J"lterature of 

t hfj , F~~st Six Cer. €urlep. · 14~ . . . . ',' 

By way of i ntroduoti on to his description of t he lives 

of solitaries and of monks, St . Augustine ob ser ves t hat 

i t must be somethi ng transcending t he human by contem­

plation of which men can live Wi thout/sight of his fe llow ... 
83 men •. 

,?('C' 
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a3 
De }4 ori'b1.is 1tecles:J;}te _Gfltl1,Q1Jca~ , o:tde £i1Q;ribll,s f~1~n-

. . - . 

1cb&~9rwp.. P ~J •• 3e., col . 1357. 
4 . _ 

Deaa r-rbing the life ot monks, St . Augustine awells 

esp~H;!ia.lly upon t he fraternal ehtl.l~i t:y insi.sted upon in 

monasteries , a.Sserting that monks ;peali:;;e that eha1'1ty 

was r ecommended 'by Christ a.nd t he ,Ap o$t.1e~ t .o t he e~tel1t 

'tha.t if this virtue &10ne be laok5.ns t here is enlptlnesa; 

.i 

if it be present , t here i$ a plenltud~ of all t he tt:1rtU$$l . 84 

84 
;r;tYi'c1~" col. 157Z>. 

After narll'llt1ng t he holiness of life pr'ftctised by men 

a.nd women ascetics, St. Augustille conclude$l 

"Sueheus toms j sueh Q lifo., ~ueh a..rrange ... 
ments,such a system" I cQuldnQt commend 
as it de ,serves" it 1 wished to ' cOTlL"l1end 
it;, beSides I am Q.fl'aid that it would 
,se~m as 11' I t hought. it uJ:llikely to gain 
accept(;lnce trom t he mere description. 01' 
it; it I cons idered myseltob11ged to add 
~n: orn-a¥;ggtal eulQ'g lum to t hes1mple nar'" 
,:r>ative • . 

' t " 9$2 -

65 "Of the Morals of the Catholic Chu;rch(l, translated 

by Rev. Marans Dodo, in Th~J Wor,ks saf Au;reliJiS AujiWs tiIJ:e. 

5l43 . 

_ . • t~.: .... i?'<,~ ~ 
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About t ha 'YQ&r 400, Bt . ;"'lSUS t in'Q lurota: Q. treatiso 

conecrn1ne the ,jork 01: lilonlts . 'l"i:;ti a ~l'{,poa1tion Qf the 

obllCa. t1 on of tdO~ in reg!U'u tOt'tcr k was . vll~ l t ,ton at th~ 

request of ~lj,uJ'eliua , Bish op of Cru"thng~" tl110 des'ired tQ 

know \'1hOthol~ o~:rto.in monl~a of his Cliocea.e ahQul d. be al­

lowad to' pt1:t's1st in t heir contention tha t th@y w~re: not 

oblig~d. to }mrj;'ol'm roMlUul lo.btll"-" St ,. AUgt.\'Stil'l:G Pl"oosods 

t o ,at-Ate t he p oa i tlon o£ the t;tlo'UblQ-30111G ~onks whO d~ ... 

clnro tnat t hey ru'6 but oboytng t ho oommand of Chris t 

t::11o said: 

eo 

U f~ no-t: $0.1101 t o'Us rot> 1(.mr lite., 
lfJhat you ahall EJat.. nor for your' 
b'Qd" whAt 7o'U ohnll J.'}ut on • . ~ • • ,t~­
hold t heb:!rds or th~ a1~. for t hel' 
11{)ltb.e1' lilQW~ nor ' do t hey 1"oo.p , 11~ 
g~t:hel" i nto 'baru$: und your hoa'\l'on .. 
1'1 Fatt.>e~ t()edeth t henl .... Conoidal" 
t he 'l11;le!~ of t he f.1e>ld h otl t hol 
gr-Ol'f~ they l uhoUl" not" nei tho:r do 
t h.ey £1p 1)J,. ~ •• A."lU if tlwgw&,!ls of 
the tlcl(.'\" \7l:l1o,h ia tOday,. and to.­
nlOI'l'O\1 10 cast into the {filet).., Gad 
doth so clothe: h()W lUU.cb. tlore: you. 
o . y~, or li,ttle .fllith?JIl O~.tl1~thj> · 
6 : 20· ... 30} Bo 

De .OperG _.f'on:a~b..o.r.~:tI!1 . 4Q : 549. 

, :! -' U. 

I t t his is too deait'a 01' tbo Looo,. any t hoy; how' eou.l d 

St . l>mu in ct)nae;ieneo .1netl't.lCt us to be&o11clt01;u~ f or 

our bod11~ ne.eds and bUICden \U:f m til t ho .1.nOO1"$ of 

hand10Pe.ftsmcn, 3aylng nIr any m.tm will not t'lork" neither 

let hin eat.!! (2 The-ss . 3;10)1 Obviau.sly, St • .Paul 

r'Gfe!',a to' .spi:ritucl \7orks . And WG do vo:rfom j ucb r;oJ>ks , 

~ ,I;., : r:"~ ~ 

" 
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readtn~ w1 th i~he brtltht'en wl:l.O comQ to 'Us tle&ry from 

tl'.e turt1011 of the \"Iorld, thnt in prnyeral' psalms" 

~nd uymus they may fin.d. rost. W& also epe~k to therl. 

(}OnSO~111G €I..."1d exhorting tb~m aSV1G: so~ 4;hem to have 
B7 

nee' 

87 
-\.old " Ar.." ~r·o J;u '. ' ., d-./Iflil!""v" 

.ith big elec..r and pointed logie St , Augustine 

leyt) 'b~ their £l~~lt ... deoe'Ptio.n in th:r,{H~ brief l"es­

popa~& . It we arc not to be cn1i eu away rro~ pr~yers . 

p.sa1.ms # and l"e.nd.in,s ,. he say.s . then ne1thcJ- oug..'lt tre t .O 

eat,. ,no~ O"tlll de.:ll,. to.OO ltaoli be prep~red. Bu,t .if 

we m"o f'orced to ta.ke time for these things . why do we 

not a,lso allot -eoi·tfa:\'n t1nos to· tho O'bsownnee of tho 

Apos:tol;t.e pr-eet(pts? l'.fj for d:i'itin-e ~on~_· til sorvfl,n t or 
God cem tn()rl1tn~e upon tho lnw of the l .. ord and Sill~ 

unto His n~ whl10 wOl'k1ng vd.th his hnndlh And lastly, 

d\) tha;ywhQ gl Veth e U' t1:me t.o read1n~ not, f1nd 1n 

~lllt very liGuding t~t wh.1ch, St . Paul ~"l'1.10il:1S? I'nmt 

p~l"vel:ls1t.y 1t 1s fol"' h1Jn who wianen to give up his 

t1lb.'O to r.eo.ding ·to rofusE! to be. g\11d.ed by his rendir.:.gl" 

;tQ!" whQ doe:! n.ot knOW that Q.. pBx-son l}1QT¢ quickly npofi tis 

'b1 r~ad1t'lcg g()OO things tho &po-ne.,v bo puts into llractlCtl 
SS 

thD..t which 'he hOoS t"0ad? 

"(r"-: '.(~ ~." 

.. 
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88 
Ibid ., 564 .. 565 . 

In 401. st . Au,&:;u stine unael'took t he corJlpoS1 tlon 

of two tveat1s .€)$ t the fil" $t~ 01'1 t he g O(}d, of mar-riage ; 

th~ s~e011d ; on holy virg1nity , :tt is pr 'o'bable that 

t he work on marriage was cotl1pleted before t hat on vir ... 

ginHy because St . Augus t ine wished to (l'Void Shy mis­

underst anding of his positi on concerning the two s tates , 

and any a.c (:n~$at:1on of condemni.ng mal:':t'iage by exal tinE; 

virginity . How lj,ttle guil ty he W$.sof CXt}eas in either 

dir ection will be appa1"en t in t he fol.lowi ng discussion. 

,So ex.cellent ',$ Chri stia.n marriage. SEl.y s Augustine, 

that a moreobedlen t IRfU'ried worrmn~s to be preferred to 

a. less o'bed:i.ent virginJ fOl~ an obedient mal'!'ied 'Wownn 

is necEH')sar11y' cMste , b€ling co$ n:a.nded t .O refrain from. 

unchaste acts; while a woman 1>'1ay pre~ei've her viJ'gi ni ty 

and yet may slie;ht precepts , :bldulg tng tal kativene.ss" 

c~ios :t ty ; covetousness " and Pl'idc . Weo·ften :reflect, 

saya Augustin.a, t hnt 'Chere nre some tllonksana v:!..rg i h$ 

who are n.eg11gent in obeying precepts after havIng en­

thUSiastically forsaken t hings permitted .. nor should 

b oy'S whQ hnv'(f) p;rese:rved v,.r.ginal i nnocence and who 

have f ollowed the Lamb, ocms1de):! t h emselves b~t.ter t han 

t he· first holl fathers" who 'U$ed tl1aI'riagQ without 
89· 

6e')0,1.0.1 eX.c.eSB .. 

~., ,I;.;,,: .r?".~ .~ 

.. 
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89 
D~ Bono C onJuSflU ... P. L. 40, cola . 593- 394 . 

As if to make clear his position St . Augustine so:ys that 

at the present titus , not to marry" to pra.ct i s e cha.sti 'by, 

and to be sub ject to Christ bsu:rely tho h.olier course , 

p;l?ovidedtha. t men t hink ul'on t he things of God , how t hey 

may please Him, or in oth er words . t h at t hey be both con-
90 

tinen t and obedient. 

9 0 
11:)10." :' 395 . 

The pOint of view teJl'on by St . A'l~gust.ine in his 

treatise on virgini ty may be gUGss,ad by a s tatement found 

i n t he first pAN~gl?,aph of that t~eatl$e. Thinking ) per­

haps , of previous writings on t he s u1:> ject, St . Augustine 

declQ.!'es t hat vi:rgin:l. ty sho'l~ld not only be $6't; f orth 

t hat 1t mo.'y be loved) but ought 1;,0 be admonls.heltl.,. _so t hat 
91 

i t be not putted up . 

91 
Pe $anct$: Virgini"ta,te , P.L. 40# col. 397_ 

Oommenting upon virgini ty, Augustine fiVers that no 

fruitfuiness of t he fle~hce.n be . eompe..red wi th it. Nor 

is virgi ni ty as such held in esteem, but it 1$ hOllored 

ne having been dedicated to God . Si milarly .. although 

' .. ;.: ,:"'~ " 

.. 
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virgin1ty is kept;Ln the flesh , it is spiritual in the 

fe.ct t .oot it is vowed and. kep t by religion a.nd devotion 
92 

of the Spiri t. 

92 Ibid., 400. 

Further more , there is tlo rea-son why the virgins of 

God should be sad because they arc unable to be come 

mothers, for tl1eyare th~ l11othel's of em-1st, if they dO 
05 

t he will of His I<'u.ther . ",.' 

93 
Ibid . " 398-399 

. , 

... 

In a ra.pturous passage remi niacent of t he Confes$iomh 

St . Augustine expat iates upon that pa.ssa.ge in the Apocalypse 

in which St . John says of virgiufI t hat thoy follow the 

Lru:nb wh1th.erso'ever he goeth (Apoc e 14:4). Do y~>u ask me 
~ .; 
~. 

Whe1::'6 I th1n1l: the. t He goes? 'llhel'e , I th:tnk , where the 

grasses are joys: l'l,ot the va.in joys of t he world, nor the 

joys whioh t hey who are not Virgins s hall e,.~per1ence i n 

the Kingdom of God ; but the j oys ot the virgins of' Cl'lrist , 

joys of Crl!' ist, in Christ, with Christ, through Christ, 

and f or ChI'1st . Follow Hi tn. t herefore b y PGl"sorvttring1y 
. 94 

ma1ntaj,'n1.ng the v11'ginity t hc. t you so ard,entl.y vowed . 

94 
Ibid... 4,10-411 . 

.f;.,.:" .,.~ .. ~ 
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It is not sur pris ing that h e who pI'nyad, IfSc ianl 

me; sch.rn. 'J1e ll shoul d see t he da.nger of self- exultati on " 

in t he members of a profcs~1on t hat is twowedly s uperiol"' 

to all other ways of life . Augus t ine ' e keenes t:! of vision 

concorning pri de Seems to be e p;t tomized in a quotati on 

from The Cipy o!' God made by the Jesuit Father , M. C. 

D' Arey, in his BSSllty on Augu$tineta phi losophy. 

.,.., !:: <Iv 

"Two love$ have built two 01 ties: 
t rle love of self , whi ch re(lchea 
even to contempt ' for God,. the 
earthly Ci ty; and th~ love of God , 
which reaches oven t o contempt 

, fol' self ,. the heo:venly City. One 
glOries 1ng! teelf , t he other in 
the, Lord . II 5 

M.,C. D'f Arcy " 0E _ci t " 241, 

Against t h is dange r of egocentricity; 1n oontras t to 

Th,eocentricity, tl.uguatine warrm virgins , e.dm.on1shit1l5 

t hem that wl'len t hey d iscover' th~ll" auporior i t:~ . to married. 

per$ons both in work a nd in ",tages , ~coordlng to t he testi ... 
• < 

mony of theSCl'lp t ures , t heY' bethink th~mselves 1mtnediate .. 

ly of t hat oth er verse ·of t he Scriptures , wh ich cOl'DlIu:mds 

a person to t he extent t ha t he is great to humble h i mself 

to t he game extent . The extent at .a man ' s humility 00$ 

been pl'escrlbe'(l by t he mea.su ;ro6 off his gr<>atneas . And if 

all Ghriatit:ulG ought t o g1.U:.rd humility, Since the o-o$pels 

pr ove Christ to llave been a t euGhel" of t h at Virtue, it is 

becoming t oot t hey who e~oQl t }:"l,.e 1"e8t of tlen in any great 

.,:.~~ ~ 
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virtue should most faithfully practice the virtue of 

humility . More specifically, beoause v irginity is n " 

.... oat virtue , it behooves vil'g ins to beware t h at t heir . 

vii'gi n ity be not c orrupted by pride o Indeed ; ' cllnoflo ' 

expl ain God ' s per mitting the 'prosence , am(mg . til0se ·of ··· 

your profession, of monks and virg ins who. are about t o . 

fa.ll , except . t hat 'by t heir fal.1 your fear may be i .n .. ·. 

creasod , and thereby your pride i'llay be r e p1'·e.ssed? 11'0;):' 

so hateful to God is pride t hnt against this single sin 

t he Almi ghty hU).'llbled IH,maelf . r fear for you , virginal 

soul ,. lest whep you boast that you will f ollow t he 

Lamb wherever he g oes , you be unable 'be cause of your 
96 

swelling pri de to follow t hrough s t rait wajts . 

. 96 
Ibid •• 41:3et se9_0> 

And trul y , St . Augustine con tinues , it - 'nlD.'1 provide 

f ood for t h ought if a Virgin eondder t hat she lmows 

not whethel'certain !narried women a.reabl e to sutf er f or 

Christ , where&a sh e is UllHble , and is s pared by reason 

of the f act that her weakness 1s not put to t he tes t 

by t r ial . For it is one t hing not to consen t to flat­

tery and enticement , but it is qui te another t h ing not 

t o yield in t he face of blows e.nd t orture 0 Hen ce , t hat 

a vir gin be not proud because of t hat whi ch ahe 1s able 

to do , let her consider t hat she knows not whe t her 

.';' ..... ,;,,~ ... 
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there be some t hing more exoellent that she cannot do. 

U01"cover, let her eonsi del' that t hey who are not virgins . 

roily be able to do t hat which is i mposs ible f or her .
97 

,r_" .. . '~_ ' __ __ "---"- ~ . _~ _____ ' _ • __ ~ , ____ __ . _ _ _ ~ ___ _ _, _" _ _ __ _ ,_~~ _~_,~ -----,-_~ , ___ ",_~",, ___ ____ ,_,, ___ ,_...1l __ . ___ ~ ___ ._~ 

97 
Ibi d ... 424 . 

It was the fear of AUf-JUstine that pride ,concerning 

her s tate would. causee. virgi n to love God l es s t han she 

should. I do not tell you to be s ueh aBsba of whom it 

was std.d , "t1a.ny sins are fOJ! glven her because she hath 

loved muchtl .. l)u t I fear t b.&t by thinking you have lHtle 

forGiven you, you will love l ittle . As if you ought 

no t i{o lovo wi t h much greater affection Him who did not 

per mit you to fall i nto sin. Fot' by what strange per-

ver sity do you love l e ss Hint from whom you have received 
98 

111Ore? 

98 
p~1d •. " 418 e t seg _ 

The only ardian of t h.e Virginal good is God Hi m-

self , Who gave it " ana God is LOve ~ Therefore t he guard­

ian of virginity i s Oharity, out t he plaQo of t he Guardian 

i s hurnility, for He Himself hflS told us that His Spirit 

rests upon t he lowly and humbl e , (!lnd upon him who 

trembles at His word . For the Lamb leads wherever He 

goes t hose in whom He will have found Il. place to lay 
. 99 

Ilia head . .' 

.';.," ;.~ .. ':> , 



126 

99 
J;,biq • • 426 . 

In h ia treatise on the philosophy of St . A.ug;t~$t1ne, 

fl: everend F'ather Dt Arcy sets it forth at St . AUf/:u stine' $ 

thought t hat lI When we l:lt'e inflamed in rIta pr<NlenGe wlth 

n pur0p.,nd ho:1..1 love, then we burn swe et"smellln€Jj in ... 
100 cenae in His sight . u 

. - _ '. t . 

100 4 M. G. Dt A;r'cy • .G,p . ci:l;>e, 2 7 . 

Rence one w.ould exp.ect St ~ Augt.lstine to u.:rge to great 

heights of love of God t h ose who have given t hei:r lj.ves 

.< 

to Hi .s $ervi~e . It you desptse marriage with th"C eons ~ 

of' men,. writes A.ugusttne , love with all yo,Ul" hear t Him 

WllO is beautiful above t he BoOns of men . You have leisure. 

YOUI' hear t is flE'ee from rnarriage b!:mds . With the eyes 

of t he, mind gaze on the wounds of the Orucif ied, t he 

scars ot the IU/llen One,. And whtttevet' ;Love you h$.d to 

expend 'upon marr1a.ge give to !lim. It 1s 'not just. for you 

to love but little, Him for V/hose sake you have not le>ved 

that which is lawful . But loving Him who 11'1 mee)i and 
. 101 

humble of heart , I ha,ve no tenr for you.. .' 

101 
. Ibid .. i . 426 et $(;)S-

r ~. 

Adding another work to t he 11 teratu.:r'e on t he sub j ect 

... ,;.: .. , 
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of holy wido\vhood , St . Augustine writes upon that state 

to the IIrel i g10ue ha.ndmaiden of God , J uliana . t! In the 

course of t h is letter St . AUGustine remlU'ks t hat· since 
;, ., 

Chrtst said that all do not recelve t his \'lovel (a ,life 

of holy virginity) , they who have undertaken t~is' life 

ought to persevere in H . giving no occasion to t he ad-

versary and withdro.wing noolOhtti on .f'rom Chris t . Now, 

once virginity i s offered , not only to marry , but to 

wish to marry is mutter' of condemnatiQn, as the Apostle 

says , "wheJ:l t hey s hall h.ave liVed indel;tghte in Christ , 

t hey Wish to mnrry: having condemnation, . 1n that t hey 

h.a.ve made of none effect t helr firot fa ith" (1 'Um. 5: 11 ... 

12 ) . , Not t hat the marria.ges even of t hese tal'e adjude;ed 

matter of condemnation, but a wrong done to purpose is 

conderaned , a broken faith of vow; and a f@ll from a 
102 . 

higher good . 

108 
De B01"lO Viduitati_s , 437 ... 438 . 

In t he ma.ttie:t' of tho lllarriagea of t h ose who had 

vowed virg i nity, St . AUbustine differs with oarller ~ 

wJ;'iters in that he denies that such marriages are adul ­

tories , for when t h is content ion is puShed to its obvious 

conclUSion, it isoleal:' t hat it is not bilsed upon true. 

logic . In proof" of h i s p01Jit1on; St . August ine inst14'1ce s 

the case of a married \'loman ¥lho I with her hUsband t 1:1 con-

~.'; .. ( ,.~:"~ " 

" 
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sont lind wi thin his lifetime J vowa con tinence ·to . C4rist . 

l~' ow J according to t h e for mer theory, no one ought to .< 

make such a vow ; lest she mnke Christ Himself ~n adulterer, 
" 103 

b:y being lnarri'od to h1!Jl during 11-81' hU80and t s lifetimo . 

103 
n~id . , 438 . 

However ; the saint continues ,. though I d o not cons ider 

s uch mnl'riages to be adulteries ,. I should not hesita te to 

sa.:y tha t such falls f l'om a. holie r chasti ty are WOl:'Se t han 

·a.dulterieo . .For if 1 t is all of f'en se aga1nst God when a 

ma.rried womnn brel.'l.lts fa! t h with hel:' hugballd ~ h ow much 

more sel:':t.ous i s t he offense :;>.g ainst God when faith i .s not 

kept with Him, in a. ma.tter wh ioh ITe r equires when once it 

is offered , t hough He did not I'equ1re t hat it be offered . 

POI' when a person fa ils to rendar t hat which he vowed , 

n ot by oommand but by oounsel .. hi s violation of t he vow 

is great er i n pl:'oportlcm as t he necessity of hiG vow was 
104 

less . 

104 
I 'J;:)id . , 439 . 

St! Augustine takes t h is occas ion to refute cert a in 

errors :regarding gr ace tind free will in iih1ch he sees 

certain of h is. brethren en t angled. These person s think 

tha t when t hey ar e exhorting to ri.ghte ousnesa and pie ty, 

.'~ .. ,-:" .,,~ ~ ." 

' . 
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t heir exhortation will lack i'or'ce unless they pIneo these 

wi thin the power of man . by the ohoice of ;rds f ree Wi.ll , 

(ind unaided by grace" to perf'orr.1 . It is true t l1a t wore 

Vie n ot to will,t weahould not pO$5e~3S continence . But 

If' it b e ~t8ked wh ose gift it iso' 11sten to the Holy 

SCr'iptu re in- whlch Solomon writes , "I knew t hat no one 

ann be oontinent; unless God give it" and t his itself 

wo..s of wisdom to know wh ose gii't it was . " ( Vl1sd . 8~21) .105 

105~--- '- - --- ~ - -,-- - -- ---~~-- --~---~,,---

,Ibi4 .A, 444 . 

In Q reply to Faustus , the If;o.nlohaean, St . Augustine 

contrasts too Christian glorification of virginity with 

tl'le Mnnichaof:l.n prohibition of' n:lIarr1a£e ~ Paul , he says , 

cannot hfa-va said that to dedicate virgins to Cl1riat is 

" 

.e. dootrine of devils ; f or ;( as1, ; 1s it t he maldng of vir­

gins , or th~ prohibi tion of mnrriage wh1ch is t he doctrine 

of de'\711e1 It it ls the prohibition of marriage, t his 

does not apply to us , for we maintain that 1t 1s as rool~ 
- . 

l sh to prevent one who ,-'a s hes to tluu'ry from doing so ; as 

it i s criminal to force one to marry who feels reluctant 
106 

to do $0. . 

loe ,". .~ ' . .., Gont~a l?austt'lIt!. l~l t'l.n~Ol1!:t~rlll'll;&. . P . L/ . 42 ~ cols . 49,;, ... 493 . 

Furthermore , if you Manichaeans tlilught that marriage 

is good and virginity is better , as Christ ' s ChUJ:>ch 

,," .~.:.;' ,; ~,'I(~ , 
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tettchos . you would no!'; have be:on de6cl~lbe-d as fOl:"biddlng 
I 

, J:'cw n good thing r;:\O-Y be pl(~ced. sooond tOo a 

better t hlnt; \iithout. its being fo.t>b1dden .. You,_ 011 thO: 

ot!l~l' l:..rmd,. \')'hl1e not TOl'bid_dlng int{):rO:O:Ul~Sa: j do forbid 

.' 

t:UU'r i:UP:G, iilthough ma.l~riage is not l1leroly for th~ e1"tlt ­

i.t'!c.ation of passion but £01" t he pr ocreation of Children. 

¥ou(l(;lo . trwr't)!'oro " that to QXhol't: vir g1r.lt,-t1l.s the better 

of ttlO Bo.()d thl11£1l 1.s Tar d :1f.ferent from fOl'bldd1ng mar ... 
107 

piugo by denou.."wing thQ true ptU;:~:90ao .of mnrr1age ~ . 

i f 1 1 - 1 ' : g ' ·"8@ . k . j .' :' Ii » . t -

, c:f1 . 
.... . . . lblcl • .at 4,04 .... 496 . 

Ver n()n Bourke .. 1-n his udm.il"tl.ble work,. . .Aul-;U3~ine. t a 

~1.1 .. est .pt ?~lsdop1~ SUl'ilWll'iZE;Hl aa foll oVJs the s(lint fg 

tQ&ch1ng : 

npCl'l'1..aps the gl~e/j, t.e.a.tln1Joon toot 
AucuStinfr ha~ to t'€iach US tbat 
wisdomnnd true happinos:,} a!'t;)' .... 
go.lely the result of d,1Villoly 
aidQd, 'p~lJ;";sonal effort., Each 
mt\1'~L'1O.y !'each a (l1tf~.I"et~t do~~ee 
of unuorstanding of h1s. own 
nature arlO. ita dest1ny- suoh 
understanding 1s alwal$ the 
cutr.a1naM.on of a pj;>1vat e and 
aomevihat 6011 tal'Y qoost ot \1i3-
ooon.., .•• ,.Contempl ative l'apon~ Qi' 
soul 10 found. only in Cod . {I loa 

.. _. Ri I!!I Jt 

108 
()~ .. oit . , 30l - 302 

e _ _t . . [ @If 

The tenth lettor of Augustine ' s eot'l'esponci.onee is o.ddrossed • 

. ';.;.:' >:~, ' 
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to Ne1)ridhts and con-cerna ;ttself wi th the problem of h ow 

he and Au[:,"'Ustine would be able to spend more time to­

ge t her . St . AUGu stine d0c1nres t he heed of mu.ch r e tire­

l:nent from the t hings t hat 0.1'0 pas s ing , t hat man w.ay be 

ahl e to say, "l fear no t hing. " Thus , too , l'llIlU attains 

tho t a b iding huppiness with \1:hich no pleasing exel to ... 

mont can tn Ilny way compare . But it such n H.fe is not 

t he lot of man, why is calmness of s pirit occasi onally 

ex.perienced by us? And why is t h is experience more 

f r oquent in proporti on to t ho devotion with Whi ch one 
109 

i n hia inmost Soul worsh i ps God? 

109 
~p1stula 10. P,L. 33 , col. '74 . 

It Vlould b e difficult to f:1nd a more betl.tlt1ful 

exhortation to embraoe t he Religi ouS life t han the 

" 

letter of St 10 Augustine to L~oentius . Augustine eXpl'€l SSeS 

t he fenr that While rejecting the rest:J:'aints of wi sdom, 

as if t hey were bonds, Lloent1us i s becom1ng hQund to 

mortal t h ings . Although it is true that wisdom at first 

restrl!l.ins men und subdues t h em by the discipline of 

l&bou.!' , it pre.sently gl"an ts them real freedom .. enriching 

'them with the posaesslon and enjoyment of itself . I 

ncknowl.edge t ha t these ee.rly restraints are l~uther dif­

fioult to b(:)ar , but the ultimate restrai nts of wisdom 

r cGlnnot CQ1~1 severe, beca.us,e t hey {l.re most sweet; nor 

can I call t h em easy, for t hey are very firm.: in brief 

• 1' •• ,. "~~ ~ .. 



t hey possess an indescribable qual! ty . but one wh i .ch 

Clil.n be the ob ject of fo.ith and h01H~ $;.ttd 10'1"13. . 110 

110 
Ep1st1J.l.a 26 , l' . L. 53 . cols. lQiS-104. 

~ _--_ " :~ .z -' 
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Wi thaweet persuasion, Augustine :urges t h j.a soul 

which m:ust have been v e'f.'Y donI' to h1l'll., That He may 

heml us, let us t ./lke His yoke upon ua and le1iU'n of Him 

who is tl1eel~ and humble of heal"t, a.nd W(l shall n.na. rest 

for our souls-,. for ilis yoke :is S)'f(H~ t Elrld Hi.s burden 

light. If you found in the earth a goldenoh£lliee , you 

would give it to the Ghu:1'c h of God . But you have re'" 

ooiVE'l¢l from God talents which nre spiritually as valuable 
111 . 

as gold. . 

_ . . - .- . -- . 
111 lbi(l ... 107. 

'- . - <, 

Letter 145 is apparently .a. lette!' to lit member- of 

a Relig ious community, and in t he course of it Augustine 

speaks of the attraction which t he vtorld exerts upon 

t hose who have fo.:rsaken t t.. '.ruts world holds m.0l'1;) danger 

for us in hourS of plelilstll'e t han in houl' s of :pi:t1n,. he 

observes . Althougb flall that is in the Vlorld is t he 

ooncupil[lQcnce of the I'lesh " and the cQ.ncuplseence of the 

eyes , und t he pride of lif(l1T (1 John 2U6 ), nevertheless, 

even in the case Qf men wh o prGii"er to \'1o:1!'ldly pleas\i.re,s 

the t hings Which are spi:rituul " unseen , nndeternal , the 

.·f;.;,: ,~:<;!' .; 

" 



chsrm of earthly things insinuates itself i nto t heir 

affec tions and clogs t heir atc,pe in the pat hs of duty 

133. 

with its s eductive allurements . Now, t he violence witl'l 

whi ch t he t h ings of t his world t\cquire a-way over our 

weakness is in proportiQn to t he superior value by 
. ll2 

which future t h i ngs command OUI' love . 

112 
Ep1stu?-a 1,45, :P . L. 53 , col . 593. 

The rEHlder of Bt . Augustine ' a l etters notes again 

.' 

and again the warm affection expressed by t he saint for 

many of t hose whose lives t ouched his . If t his c apacity 

for loving l ed astray the youthful Augustine , his cor­

respondence proves how Vlell he l earned to t urn t h is 

af fection to t he service of Ood . An exnmple of his loving 

mannel' of treating t he mombers of t he Christ he served 

oeCi..1rS ill e;latt~r to Q cer t ain Darius .. Do you , begs 

Augustine , ask fol' us in prayer what VIe aal~ for you, 

t hat we may livo a qUiet , peacenble life in all godli­

ness and honest:y . Let us ask thin f or each other where-
113 

ever wa a:r-e, for He to whom we belong 1s everywhere . 

ll,~ '--~--~, 

. Eplst1l1a 23$1 .: Pl t . 33 , 001 . 1026 . 

Saints Ambrose , Jerome , and Augustine had to make 

1n Heaven the acquaintanc,e of the d1stlngu.lah ed church­

man Wh 0111 l ater eccleelastics associated With t hem, fOr 

!, .. >~~~ ~ 



134 

it was twenty yeura after t he death of Augustine t hat 

.the saint whQ 1s known to later ages as St . Gregory 

t he Grea t , was bOl~n . Ye t the lntecor.tol' s,dded distinc ... 

tion to tho Lat in Fat hera , heing the only one of tnt;') 

Great Doctors to have been mndG pope . F. H. Dudden , 

one of the 'best ... knovm h;l.stortans of St . Gregor y , ca lls 

him 

114 

"one of t he most notableflgul'os 
in Ecclesiastical History . He has 
exercisod in many rcsp~ctsa mo­
mentous influence on the doctrine, 
t he organi zation l and the disoipline 
of t h e Catholic Ghurch ji To h1m we 
must look f or un explannt;i.on of 
t he religious situation of t he Mid­
dle Age.s: ;indeed " if no account 
were taken of his 'Work, t he 
evolution of t he form Qf ffledlevCil 
Chr i stlun i ty wO~lld be almost 
lnexplicab1e . "114 

F . H, Dudd~n , G1"egory _t he Grent" 1:5 

At t h e :age of t hirty Greget'y waa the prefect of 

Rome and one of its Vlealthiest citizens . Aboutfo~ 

year/;) lat~r., he renounced the world, sold h iG l unds and 

possossion.s . and. bui.lt seven monasterios \,iith the 
115 

revenue accl:"lling from t heir sal~ , 

115 
il1ben Bi.ltler, Op e ci,t. « 3 .;203; J. Tl :x.eront" 

op . , cit,. 363 . . , 

Monsignor Batt lfol , who has writ ten. a scholarly work on 

St . Gre !!;o.ry (suporbly tNmslated by John L. St oddard) , 

..;,,1;.:;: ,~':;,:, 

.. 
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states the.t the grace ofconveraioh was f or Gregory 

t he call to a more pel'feet life . In t he words of the 

snint ~ "r defcl'red the grace of conversion f or a long , 

long timo •••• whilo my mind persuaded me to serve t he 

worl d merely outwardly, and. in appelU'ance only, that; 

service managed to attach me to that world , in spite of 
116 

myself .,11 

116 
Pierre Batiffol;; $t .,(}regor: the .Gp eat,4 16. 

According to the cus tom ·of t he ChriH tian s of the 

time, a custom which may be observed as earl¥ as the 

period of Ambrose and Jerome ,. GregoTY d!d not votire 

from the City in order to pursue lnOl'e intensely the 

s piri tual lifo , but I" et il'ed to e. hous~ Oll the eli vu s 

Soauri " t hat he had inherited f ro.m h1s father . Re .. 

modelling into a lUonaste l'Y this house 011 the straight, 

ascendinf~ stre'et leading to t he Cael1an hill , Gre gory 

placed the monastery under t he protectiQnof St. Andrew . 

t 1$ in<Ucative of the ciultraoterof the man t hat he 

did not become abbot of t he new 1.'!lOl'l.llStic? fonnd;at1onl' 

but placed it under t he dlI'eqtion of a certain Va.lenti o, 

f Ol"mel"'ly at t he head of A monastery hnrassed by the 

Lombards . G-regory refera to the" lutterllts " s uperior of 
. . ll7 

my monastery and of i1ljo"self .. " 

. '\~" .:' ',:.;, .. 

" 
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117 ~ 
"-b1d· 0 .... ,!. .. __ , ,-,0 ," 

':rha t Gregory lntro(luced the Benedictine Rttle i n to t he 

monastery of St . 1\ndrew ' a is inferred by Grutzmacher 

f r om Gre t,ory i s praise of the Hula in the Dl&logue.s# 

from certain passages in his cOl'l'e spondence , and from 

t he fact t hat Augustine and his fel low-monks , who wore 

monks of t he mona.stery of St _ Andrew I int.l"oduced the 
118 

13ened lctlne Rule :tn t lleir .Il"lglo ... Saxon mis sion. 

118 
Jus tin McCann, o;p . cit •• \ 226- 227. 

It was during t his period of ~lpproximately five yea.rs 

t ha t St . Ch'e gory acquired f rom appa.,rent1y excess ive fast . 

i ng the gastr1e d.isordiorsf;t'om Wl').lch he suff(i}l"ed sevt:::l'ely 
- 119 

during the remainder of h is lit'e . 

119 
Pierre Batiffol , OR . cit ~, 24 et seq . 

Undor Pope Bened lct I , Gregory wus made e. c ardi nal 

deacon . By Pope 1}.e1t'tgiu8 II , he was apPOinted pape.l 

llunci o to the .Emporor 'f1berlasnt Constantinople, and it 
120 

is probabl e t h at, he left Iidme for COl~s;talltinoplt> in 579 . 

120 o. Bu.rdenh.ewer ., 0lZ . cit ., 651; P _ II.. Dtldden , 
OP t citlH 122 . . , 

~ ~~~~- '~--~--~~ '~-~-~ ---'. '~--~-- - - - . ' ---"-~-~ 

.1, • '.,. " ~'i~ ~ 
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Alth<:Hlgh. n o Tiotable 9,oh1Elvmllent~ accl1uli:ld from t h is 

embas sy . t he e::tpe)."'-:i.enc.ev/a.s :a. valuable one , :for i t ap .... 

prised h i m ot' t he fa.ct t hnt no he~p in . t h e f uture V1aS 

to bcexpectetl froll): Byzf1.nt lUn1; if' Rome and I taly were 

to be s aved,. it must be by t hei:t' own independen t action. 

Lee.ving ou t of -account s uperne. ttlral gui dance)" 1 t 18 to 

t h is eaJ"ly acqu ired. conl1:l, et10n t h s.t his. later mOfllont.ous 
121 

OOUNle of nctl011 i$. due. 

121 
"St . Gre c:;ol"1 t he Gtteatl1 .~ ?athPlie ~nc::c.loDedln. . 

" 

Het urn1ng t o Ro'ro~ :'i.n 584 or 585 . he :;ho-:rtily aftor became 

nbbot of the monastery of St . Andl'ew1 from wh i ch he Vffl,S to 
1~2 

issue as pope in 690 .. 

,- ._ ~. --0 . :A _I! . 

122 
c. !1d:rd~nheWEll'.t Q$,h ,cit., 600- 65'1. - . 

. ~ .. - . - . - - -~ --. -- ~-- -- -

! t 18 Quite evident tha t St. GI'eg olr'y,ts li t erary v .... orli: 

is t hat at one who is above all t lllnbs a r.1orali3t ~ Xn 

broad outli.neone might t hink of Grego:ry as s peal;;:ing t or 

t he edification of h is bishop s ; ~,a r e1igioUB. D,.,lld hi s 

people in the ROJ1il).la Pae!ior11a , MQxal;!Q ,. lltd II Dlalogues~ tl 

rQ6}!,oct1o;;cly . In the H~ fliul~. he seta t he, ld~al fot? t he 

b iShops under his Qupervis1on; tn th~ ~Qr(:l.11a l h e med~~ 

tatoa wit h h ia fellQw monks Otl t h e rool'al 1e8 80:1.18 to b~ 

deri ved from trw Book of Job; tlnd in t he ffD1alogues lf he 

... !; .... :. ,;,,~ 

" 
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ins'pires the common folk of h1s time \!V1 th awe and respect 

f or the holy p~r$onp and rd1raculoWl ' evontsol' t heir time . 

The style of St _ Grecory :1,$ qu i ts unlilte t hat of 

t hee. other Latin Fat hers wh ose wOl'k s have bean atud ied , 

f or Gre gory exhibit ad 1ndii'1'ereuce concerning pagan au thor s 

and classics , s howing no uttempt to imitate tr~lq. (That 

t.his WEl $ $. result of the d~c1ine of edu.c ationllt this 

peri.;d" rather t hnn personal d l$ine11nBtion, is obvious .) 

.. 

On the contre.l'Y t horo is apparent 1n his compos itions , 

consent to t he prevailing taste f ol" subtle allcgory , antitL-

cSia, and pltily ,on words .. Yet , despite th~$e charlletet"lst;1cs , 
123 

thore 1s A charm of d1gn:H'iea 3itnp11e:tt.y of his style • . 

123 
J .. 'tixeI'out" O'E -. cl ~ : I,. 364 •. 

" 

Bflray l'emarlca a "precision, mode;rat).on , 'c tl;lm , and rect i tude 

ofjude;ement t l1at bolon-g tc none but the great leaders of . 
. 1'24 u ­mon., 

124 . a. Bardy , '()'P: 4 cit .-. 19S.199. 

It is to t he Mak-]l£l .M,(}X'a11 fJ" tha t one t U1' fl S in orue» 

to uscet'tnin Gre~ory ts r e f'lectiona on tilt;) monast1ee .s t ate 

and advice to monks . Ot)m:poaed ln Constantl110plce £1t the 

r e quest of Launder of Savill.a, and apparently delivered 

·f;.: .:" .,,<,~ ." 
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before t h e monlts who Welte his oOMpanions dux-lng the 

period ot t h1s' embassy, t he NOl""alie. were revised a.nd pub ... 
• • d 

l ishod by Gregory duri ng the period of hi s abbacy . 125 

. ~-~-~----~--~ ' -~ - --~----' -. 

l~ . ' . 
l1 s t . Gregory tho Grea.t" ; C~t;nolic gne:2;cl,opedia . 

- --

31nee t he l!o:r>U1a, ie fl very con s:tdera'blo work and is 

ddressed p:t>inmr i lw to !!lo'n1i:s , t here is much in the way of 

pr ocept and e~hortation which might be quoted; t he f ollow .. 

in9.: quotnt1onS will i llustrate the deepsinoerity and love 

of contet'nplation which are ohar-ncte;ria,t 1c oJ' the aaint ,. 

I n Book IV ~ expounding the bext, llThey build for t h em· 

s elves , aol1 tu.des lt (Jol:) 5: 14) . 8'1;: . Gregory dellerlbea the 

t tUllult of n heart in wb-lob t he passiolle hold sway.. By 

.i 

WO:Y" otoontrast, he pictUI'0Sthc 11.fe> Qf a.plr1tual men., 

{lssex'tingthat t hese men fij.f'C ,ff'e~ from a3.1 di$ttll'bance Qf 

hea.rt be,cause t heY SG<Jk attor -nothln~ of t hin W01'ld . lJe.v­

il'...g abtmdoned ,all 1nordintlte ,desire s ; and flespi8ing the 

t h ings wh ich arc tl'sntlitory~ t hey do not $ufl\~p the diS '" 

tractions Sort s ing from t hese t h1nss . Seeking only the 

eternal homeland , and loving nnugh t of t his vJo;rld. , they 

en joy gr e-at tranquil l i t y of mind . Hence i t h rightly sa.id 

tl1at t hey build fo~' t hemsel ves so1itt.-\d.ea , :£'01' tltlo build 
- -

solltudos 19 to dri ve away from t ho de.pthe of one "a botaJ't 

the tormonb of eart hly des1rcs , to flxone ' s aa ze upon 

t he SQul' seternal fatherland .. and to breathe only t he 

...••.. ( 
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lo~e of s piritual ur.a.nquilli t y . ff 

' . C' 

140 

126 
M9!:allUl;l;l L1bpi.t ? L. 75 r C013 . 667 - 669 . The quota­

tion is -a . sUlll11iury of the latt~r seetiop of' t he conmlentary 
on t his vorse ,. (and is takon fr·om John I. , Stoddard ' S t1:'ans­
lation of Moni51gnor Br,ttlf fol ' s work on St . (h~egor1, P .• 186 . 

In Book VI . St .. (}1~~H50ry deele.ro.s that ev eryone is 

not s uit(Jd f or t he contemplative life and that it of ten 

Mppens t h o. t t lloee Who s eek ad.>niasion to a m.onastery are 

capablo of brlnglug to it not hi ng but di~o-rde!' . 1'hen the 

saint pJ:1oceeds to offer BOUle {Ldtri ee to thoee considering 

the Q.6.optl on 01' t he monastice life·. Let t hom wh o seek to 

Iny hold of perfection and desire to p oa.ses.s t he citadel 

of contemplation. first prOVe thenlf,j(~lves} le·t t hem. earnest­

ly conSider whether they infl;t.ot sufferings upon t heir 

fellow- m.en, 01'.1' if' t he oontrar y be the cR.se , whether t h Gy 

bear inju1'1~ 'a with equan i t 'rl tl l let t hom oQusider whether 

t he 11' mind g1 vas 'Way to t.lnre s.tIlal ned j oy wben tempol'~l 

goods a.~e beetowed , Q.~ wheth <::ll' i t be d iatul-b ed byexceS­

$live grle..1:' U" those goods he taken aWG:~rll Next , let t hem 

COnside r \'1h:ether" when t hey reti~e witlilh t h emselves 1n 

mOtllOnta of r~dit£ttion .. t hey carry with t hem the distr a.ct ... 

i ng phantQ.81l1$ of cOl"poreal t hings , or , if prt}sen t , whethel~ 

t hey rid tJ-!smaelves ot these h indl"fmcea" Let t hem aak 

themseivee Whether t ho/Sf who· de Sire t.Q g~ze upon pure light 

are riddlng t hen:t:selv64 of all selr"'dece1t,. and i nasmuch 

as t hey are striving to arrive at t ha t wh:tch 1s above 

;" .'; .. : .~:';~ , 

.' 
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their own nll.tuI'f) ~ whether they &re trying to QVOl'eome 
127 

t heir' l1umn~ woaltn~s8e$ . 

1°7 
... Mo:t'Ali'l.lnl L:tbXOi, "t5;.col . Y1S:1S. 

St . Gregol"y MS expressed some beaut iful t houghts 

on the qu.est of the soul t'o't' God in t he cont(~!1'~l.utive 

life, wh:1.l-e Monslgno.r BatH'fol and John t . Stoddard hnve 

inter'preted and tl">£lnslated thoBe thm~ght.e wit4 e~qu.isi te 

skill . On the text in Job ~ "God will tnunder w011derfully 

\~ith hie vOice i
! (Job 37:5) " St . Gregory aays t.m'ougb. the 

1:ledium ot translationt 

128 

.tlTh.e voioe of God thunders won ... 
de;r;-fully" b0C(l1.'Use. with Q sael'et 
power , in some incomppoh"0ns1.ble 
way, 1 t penotrates O'Ul" henrts . 
E1 hidden mOVel.Ueflts it pre.sses 
them into 11 state of fear or 
moulds them int!) love . -or Gries 
to, t hem in some way silentl,-", 
in tones whioh it 1$ ne·cessary 
to heed a.ttentively. 1'here is 
t hen produced in o·ur minds ~n 
1:t'~esist1ble 1mpul·se , even ?/ll-en 
the voiee continues to be, silent , 
nnd this is all t ho more urg~nt . 
in US , because t.he ear of the 
he$.l't is rendered by i t mol''' 
1n!3€ms1ble to the outer t umUlt , 
The contempl ktlve soul in its 
selt-communing admires what 
this inward c It\mour C~1.,\$es. .1 t 
t;€> te~ and feals overflow 
wi t hin it -a fl.-oorl ot ~3ntr1tlon 
never known before ."1 . 

P. Bat1ffol , 01{ 9 oit . ", 128. 

! ..... ,:'!~ ~ 

.. 
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Surely. t he monks to whom St . Gre co!"'; was speak1n,'j must 

have been spurred on t .o !l1ol'e vigorous efforts in t he pur .. .. 

s uit of' union with God trhen the saint pictured so attrac ... 

tivel:r the life of perfection as he does in the f ollowing 

medlta.tlon upon the joys of th~ spir1tu~11y ... n11nded ;, 

"The inviSible langutl;ge of 
ccmtrition silently speukB in 
t hem; tmd t or tho;m the heavenly 
sOng does not slumber . because 
t heir minds know tb.e sweetness 
of t he celestinl ant hem and 
8t2'8.in t he e£U" of 10V'0 to catch 
its melody . ¥'iithin~ they h~fa,r 
wh!J.t t hey 80 long f or" and t heil" 
deSire l'or God l'eveal,s to t hem 
tho heavenly blessinr;S t ha.t Blllall 
be t heir recompense . The pre sent 
11te, antagonistic as it 1s to 
t'~lem. is endlU"ed b7 t h em Wi th 
diffiou1ty, evan 11' at times 
1 t f.av ours · them. I t is not to' 
t hi$ lite t hat t hey ~splre.~. 
~nd t he song of heuven which 
penetra. tes t hei r souls through 
t h e ear of t he heart , estab11$he s 
t h em over,. day mOX'G fI rmly in 
th~ com,P('I.uy of t h e cftizens of 
t he celestial home . n 29 

129 Ibld . 129- 130. ,It 

For t I'lls union or the soul w;t th God , Gregory consider­

ed retir-ement fI'om tho world an absolute neceSSity ; 1n this 

oonnection he asserts t hat they who engerl'Y' Ilnd eneJ:'ge t;t.cnl ... 

1'1 seek the ~ewo.rd ot t beir eternal promise, j ust. us they' 

del:'lpise self fo,Ii' love of God, 1n 11k& ltl!).ntL.er relecate to 

th(:1 last 1'10.ce whetever t hey conSider to be n hindrance 

to t hem in the sp!rituulascent . 'l'hus , ever.y monk sh ould 

"';'-,'; 
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become deb.achad from ull hls relatives , even those neal'­

eat of' liti n ,- if be wishes to be mbl'e t r uly uni ted \./i th t he 

pUJ:>en t of all , sinco he 10\'$8$0 much more genuinely t hose 

individuals Wh Oll1 he negl ects fol' God ' s sako , ignoring the 
. l ' lW natural uf fect ion of 'b ·ood-relationship . 

130 
Ibid ••.. 75~790 . 

Was i t -l p-e.r hapa , heca-use the ap1ri t ua.1 oonversj,on 

of St . Gregory came ro.ther l a.te t ha.1; he f elt so strongly 

about the eonverslon of mo,nrHU"S whieh shoul d b e ehare-ete%'-

ist1ze one ",ho adopts thereligioua l ifo? Ile speaks at 

length upon t he. stl.b ject . Ood "s cboaen (me$ , he se.ya , a.re 

fil led wi th $0 grent love of 11l m that in theiraltored 

view 01' t hingathe;r seem to be strangers to t heir for mal' 

salves ; fulfillinl!: toot which is written, "If any man 

wishes to Come ·t,lf' ter me; let 111m deny h.imself" (Matth .16 : 

24 ). ;rOWt. that . person mny be said to deny himself wh o 

chances for t he better~ find beg\n~ to be t hat v,thiol'l he VUi$ 

not , and cea.ses to be t hat whi Gh he wns . 

H0\'16Ver , St . Gregory cont inues , we often see per sons 

struck with compunc t ion at Ilome word of a sermon, change 

t he i r outWf.i.l'd appearance . but not t heir character sJ don­

ning the .peligious goo-b , but not Gonqueritlg previou sly-­

formed faults .. fie see snob pel~sons overvihelmed by tOI"l':"ent .s 

of' alleo!' , afire in Q maliciou s attack upon their nelghl)oUl' , 

-'r··· 
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exhibi t1ng pride oon oerning c·er t ain -ext e r nal goods , soek ... 

ing wi t h e e,ge:r des ire t he l' i ohe a of t h e pl'oaent worl d " 

tmd. p05se ssi ng an as sut'StlCe of h olil1tl SS onl y in the hab i t 

tha t t hey hnve I:/.s$umeo. . 'ro t !10 S6 ind1v1duQ,ls ~1hat Clan 

b e said ot hor t han t o quote St . Paul. t ~ adrnoni t i on to 

c~rtain pe:r8 on~ devot ed to external Pl"t;l.CtiC6 $ of t he l aw, 

" lu Gttl'ist J e Su S ne i ther e1rcumcisio11 .vla-11ot h anyt hing , 

nop uneireume1ei on ,. but faith thet worketh by chari tyU 

( Gs,l . 5 ~ 6 ). For 011;t e r na1aare of no grE}At concern . 'bu t 

wha t goos On wi t hin t ho mi n.d 16 a nmtter ot t ho gr ;ea t oat 

lmp 01"tli),110e . 

Pot' t o de;spi $~ t h is w(),l'ld . no t to l ove t he t h ings 

t oot are tr·;.ms1tory;. inwll.l"dl y to boVl down one f s s pi rit 

in humi lity befol'e God and on @t .s no1gh b Q\U' ; to. ~xhibit 

pat i ence in the f a ce or insults ,. and baving pr .oserved 

p a t ience to expel the t ;1 tter ness of .malice f l'OJ}l one ' s 

he!:A:t' t , to g i ve what (}ne has t o t hose in ne ed ." to l ove 

one ' s friend i n Ood, tn l ove even t hose who QJ'e unfl"i~nd .. 

ly t o us Ern' God " s s-aka ., t .Q de plo·re t he mi s for tunes Q·f 

one ' s neigllbouw--ahJ this ie. n Ilew Q.renture & Of him 

tl~ s ame t ea cher of t he genttles decl a res, " It anyono 

is a new cre!atur E> i n Chr ist , old t h i ngs have pass~d 

a:way , for behold ; all t h lnga are made notl' ( II Cor . 5 : 

17) . 131 

l 31 
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The correspondence of St . Gregory is ehiotl;­

occupied with the mult1t'Lldin0l.1S cares 0:£ hIe pontl f;tcat:e. 

but it1 some of the &I1!'ly l ctters a pera.onal note i s found 

inhisexp:ressions of profound regre t at. having been 

oblieed to leave· the seelusion of' hiS monllst~ry tor the 

dis tracting cares and activities of the papal office .. 

The reader aonsea UP6 [;Ol'Y ' S s:l.ncere conviction that he was 

hot suf£iOi.ently grounded itl the rollg1o'Uo life to be able 

tG engage ill active pursuits in t he m1,dst of tJ10 world 

wlthout detriment to the virtues of oontempl o.tion . If 

it be tl'ue that one can judge t he e~actel" of a. man by 

his stand.e.ra of vultlOS .: how tra.nsparently is ~t •. Greg­

Ol'y ' s contempt of the \!tol'ld and hi s eo~plete ab~ndotl1nent 

to t hings $p1rltual seen in the fift h letter of his cOr ... 

respondence. t h$,t ~ddrc$sed to Theo,c.is ta. sistoI' Qf the 

L.'mperor . Gl'ogOl'Y here laments that he has lost tho deep 

happiness of qUietJ' /il.ssert lng- that wh11e he seems to h ave 

t'1setl outwa::rdly, inwardly be has fallen .. lIe relates 

that he u sed to a.ttempt daily to win his W'Q:y o\lt s ide t:r~ 

world and t h e flesh" to drive t he, phantn@ma ,of t h e body 

from t he eyes of t he soul , £1ud 1ncorporoally to see s 'tlper ... 

nat ural j oys . And he had succeeded to the elthn t t hat ,. 

de s iring noth ing and r~al'inB nothinG, he l ooked down upon 

t he things of t he present world \\Irh i ch seem lofty and 
132 

glo:rious • 
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.-_ . u, . - . ~- ~ "-.. -.--. . 

158 
Bpistula 5, P.L. 77 , col . 448 . 

In pictUl"S.s qU0 lmagoryGroc oI'Y e!tpla1!lS }I.i ,$ crief' by at ... 

firming t lul.t he bad loved the belluty of the contemplative 

lifeClS a . Ro.C~1~1, barren ; bu t keen Qf v1s1en.tmd beau­

t:'ful. (Cen . 29 l, who', t hough less fertile in hel" qUie t ude, 

sees the light more keenly; But , by aome unknown judge­

ment~ Leah , tbe ,active life , h.ad beeu couple(1 with him 

in the n i ght; Leah; :fruitful " bu t toneer-eyod. ; seeing less , 
133 

bl1.t pr~'Ucj,ng more . 

133 
Ibid • . 
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Conclusion 

It 1s the purpose of this theslsto. learn what t he 

Great Doctors of the Church ht::J.ve written about virginity 
.... ' . 

and mcmas,ticism. Having revif;twed the contribu'bions. of 

oach of tho~e Fathers to the I1terat'LU'e upon that Dub j ec t, 

one seeks to'< synthesize 't;heE,l0 d isjointed contributions 

into a compoSite whole . In sueh a.n undertaking one in ... 

quires f irst" wh,g,t the Doctors have said about virginity-­

t heir de1'1nl tion. 01'1 tlclsm; ,audevaluation of the virgi n ­

a.l life. Sec-ondly , oue asks what the Doctors have said 

concern1ng monks and 'lrlrgins" ..... t heir opinions of the char ... 

noter nnd rewards 0.1.' persons who have followed a rel:tgioUs 

calling, tm·d theiradvleo to such individuals . -

.. 

Among the, definIt i ons· of vl.rg1l:11ty is that ot St . Augus­

t ine, who s tates t ha.t alth ough virg1nity 1s kept in the f l esh., 

i t 1s esaential.ly spiritual, since it is vowed thrQugh the 

virtue of r~ligion Ilnd kept by the devotion otsplI"lt . 

St. John Chr-ysostom denies that virginity is iii. matter of 

t he color or qual ity of garb, but 1$ rather t he condition 

of soul and body, St. Ambrose fur the-r cl'll:U'act~rlzes the 

state ot virginity as eo uoluntary servitude of the heart; 

a service fr,eely undertaken for the lc)'V'O of God . 

With a. s ingle exception, the Grent Doctol's agree 

thnt t .he moral atrength necessary for perseV'oring i n a 

11fe of virgi nity 1a gl ven by God as -/;1 s pecial grace ,to 

certain s ouls whOrl lIe hna chosen . Chrysostom, however , 

.. : •.. .-: 
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disagrees With t h is belief'; 'basing his con t en tion tlu~t it 

is to human dete:rm111atiol'l $nd effort thah the lU'e of " 
chastity i8 dUEl, upon St . Pa.ul t, s statement rl\'>ga.rding eunuchs 

who have ma.de t hemselves ' eunuchs, and tho lntte.r ' s a.dvice 

t h a t t hose wh o can tal~e t h is way of l:U' 0 taka it. ( I Oor. 7) • 

St .. Augustine seem$ to refute C~Jaostomt' :s theory by ac-

1-mowledging tho tl'uth of the fact t hat if .an individual 

doo's not will to accept th.e grace of continence., he can-

not possess that vil:'tue. HOwever"says J1't..lguatine. that 

.gr ace is given to t h e i ndividual as a gift of' God . 

Conoerning t he nature of v1rg1nity~ Augustine opines 

t h1l.t it must be something transcending the human , or 

natural, which enables a man to live without sight of 

another man , and Chrysoetom corrobates this view by assert. 

ing t hat the Gl'eek.ss.lways y-1elded f irst place 1n the prac­

tice ot t h is virtue to (,'l.l.I>istia.n Sj declaring vi.rg1n ity to 

be beyond t he unaided p OWEll" ot nlan,. being $upernntmral . In 

St. Grego17 lhl.zia.nzen 's pi thy utte:rnnce. vir-glu1 ty 18 a 

going out of t lJ.e body . The life of Que striving fol' per. 

fection in the Religious stnte i$,. accord ing to t he 

generality of t he Fltit!heI'S !. an i mage of t h e life· of tho 

angels 1n Heaven ,. and Ambrose considers it fitting t hat one 

who has .found her Spouse in Heaven should 1.1kewlae seel~ 

be;r VlaY of l:1.£e tl'om rIeaven . For the soul who gives her ... 

self completely to' the developme nt of the virtue.$ o.;r tbe 

contemplt).t;tve l1fe, ·af firms St. Gl"egory the Gr eat , t he song 

of hea.ven penetrat.e~ her soul tbl>o1.1gh th.e ear of t h e heart, 

establishing h er d.a.lly more flrmly ,amid t he oornp~ny of 

.• I~.,,:' ., ;\~ ~ 
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citizen s of her ce10sti~1 honw. st. Grego!'y Na2:ianzsn 

explic1t11 declares that s he who l'l.asAd.v~nceu ,J~erfectly 

along th.is highest path , n ap$J;y vit'ginlty ; fa h-.;, longer 

o,~ mortal nature, but 1s a eelestinl boil'lg .. :': '. 

Of V/he. t eJ(o ell~nee d(i) the Great DOctors' conS1~sr the " 

virtue' of virginity? Seve:l'o.l of them ' -:hA:~eechoed the pra--. :- .... . 

noun-cement o£ at. Athahasi'l.lsthe.t otall which C9J:l be sni,d­

of t h is vi.rtue,.. that which most truly 'marks its excellence 

1. a t he f'act 'bha t God wished. the l'fl.othet' . ot His Son to be 

,a virgin . T111s thought 1$ developed by ~ego:ry N(iziAnzen 

whon he asserts that 'bW- 'being bOrn ofti Virgin , Ohri,St 

seemed to s anction the 11fe Qf v1l"gih1t, . tr or WQuld8t . 

AmONH3El ¢()Ocode vlrg;bl!l. ty ~ bOr rowed sp,lendol:' as: be1.ng a 

quality found in mal'tyrs , but rathel~; terms Virginity' the 

stuff wh1ohprodu~es lnal'tyrp. . 

That 'V1rgin! by . i~ a Vl,rt-u6 difficult to practise 1S 

adm:l ttoo by 'all of t he DoctorS_I the earliest of t hem ob­

sel~v1ne; that one who desires to p~$.et18e the othelt virtues 

is directed, by preoept. but virginity alan. isaoove the 

law, 's. vta:y of 111'6 for t hewinning ot a more exoellent 

goal. AthanQ.~1u$ oonBid~rB: it to be the gro,a.test proo.f 

of the truth of' Ghrht1s.nity, tha.t vlrglnlty 1s: cult1Vtl.t~tr 

by no other people but Ch ristians . That 011l'191:; did not 

oomnand Y:1:rglnl ty 1.8 l'emt!.rkea. by nu.merous Fathers . 3t . 

John Cl:try;SO.stOln t h lnl!:s that Christ oonsidered virgi nity 

so great an und:orttlking t hat he did n,.ot-eorar.ls,nd · 1.t • 

. "~'(~ . ..: 
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leuvine i t to the free ohoice Clf men, nl'thOl\lgh he did COnt-

~l1and. t .hat men love t helrenem1es, that they be al~ t heir . 

crosse8 unceasingly, and that they die . A atrongly .. 

rea,Soned philosophy of life .1s required of her who obeys 

t he laws of e. morta.l nature aubj ect to. t he temptlltlo1J.S of 

concupisoenoe and the assaults of Satan,. Md who beve:tttho" 

lesD rises to such eo high degree 0.£ V$.ttue a~ t he f,lt~te of 

virgi nity requ l1\e&i Apropos ot'thlsthoughtls POp$ 8t. 

Gregoryts warning that the 11fe of virginity is not, su itc.ble 

for all , and the..t OftentimeS they who seele admiaa.lop to a 

Rel1g1Q1UI Order are .cape.ble of br;tng1ns nothing but dishonor 

t o a eODllllunl ty.. Such persons. ought to rnake a serious aelf­

inquiry, a81<1ng t hemselves wh.eth~r t;bey cause snfter:lnrg to 

others , and eonversely, whether t hey Cl%'e able toace'apt 

injuries Yllt;h eque.n1mity.. Le t t hem consider Whether t hey 

who are aspiring to enter upon 4, stlpetlnatUl'(l.l l l .fe have 

oonquered t he faults of t heil" own nnturc . 

A considerable amount of patristic lite;rnture dealing 

Wi th 'Virgil'll ty i&cop,Oerncd with the' comparison of mnrr1age 

and virgin1ty.. St . Augustino declares t he.t no fruitfulness 

of t he flesh can be compared with virginity. yet he 

etnphasiZ&S the faet t hat it is not virginity in ltsolf t hat 

is held 1n esteeln, but 1t is holy v1rginity which is honored; 

as hav,"ng been dealos;ted to God. Th e mnth@matical e:tpressi.on 

of t :he compara t 1 ve r ewards of MLU':t'iage und virgin ity, us 

computed by s t . A:bhanasius , re ceives practica.lly universal. 

acceptat1<le by later writers" the saint declaring that 

.' '.f"~ , 
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:ma.rriage bt'ingG fo~th th1rtw ... fold fruit . viX'gil'li t'fG. 

hundredfold . Both states" 
i ' 

will be rewru'dod,. 'but virgin- -'. 
" 

i.tY,t being the more ruggeda.nd d1ff.1o'tut p~thj, w111 re. 

eelv$ mol'S exoelletlt l'ewa~d$ . Y~tf' Saints .:r~rom~ a.nd 

Img'Us.tlne, espec1~11y,_ 1n131~t tJ'lllt chastity alone will not 

win the virgin-'s e.X'awn , 'but that the 'Virgin nnH~i; join to 

t he virtue of ene-s,tit., theothel'v1rtue,s taught by Ch:r>ist. 

Qf t hese two waY'S in11re.,. ... ma:rri.~g€i and vl:r'gini ty-Ore.go1:'1 

Nazlanze-neonS:1d.e""avil'$lnity to :t>emo:re l'3ubl1me and 

God-l1ke" though, 1\.1iQ):>e abounding in tri$.'l and ha:rdsb1p. 

l1hough at fl.ret thQught t.he te~" "monktf. t,tnd "v:1.:rgin"; 

$carcel.y. a.ppea.J:' to l'o.qu1re de.f1n1t'l.on,~ tbel'e waS some differ­

ence Qt opin;ion a.tnong the Eai'l~ Fathers, upon the qtal.liti·es 

wbieh mCll"k the vi~g1nl! st. Gregor,. r,J 'atie.p.zen be·Q.ut.ii'ully 

<iescr1b('b$ the monk as auf;) who lives fo;r God .and 111m alone. 

It tJould be d;lf,floult to finde. fli:\w in St. Bn~1l}a <16£'1111 ... 

tion of e. v1rgln a~one whQ has freely offer;ed: hOl'selfto 

the Lord,. has l".enouncod mal'~'iage" •. and ~a embraoed a life 

of ho11ne$fh Repeat~dly. t he Gr-e:at Doctors :stress t he fact 

t hat t be t1t,le \,irg1n .1tnp11e$ more t hliUl {)odily integrity, 

tha.t a co:t'l'esponding pu,rl tyot mil1.a an-d hea;;t't is likewise 

neCEHH'IQry.. Gl'lZ'YBoat;om epltomlze~ 'their view 'b1 naming 

toot pe:rsliln Q virgin wno 1s p.u.r.~ in both body and soul. 

HOVf(jlVex' " -.t a lateI' ti.ll1e he maintained that he would place 

the W1dow 011111P1:6s amon.g thecna it' of virgins , for nlthough 

she did not posses.a the virtu~ ot virg1:nity" she gave proof 

of' greet t\lscetiG}is'l1'l in all other matters, thereby tulfil11tlg 

.1', ." 
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St . Paul ' s description of e. virgin as one ~ttentive to t he 

things of God. " 

It seems as if' the Dootors used all t he re$ources of 

their superb l.i terary ta.lent itt composing epithets oon­

cerning tho~e vfho dedicate t heir lives to God . 'the most 

ancient of bhes~, perhaps , is the title, Spouse of Christ, 

applied not in a. complimentary, eulog1st.1e manner bu.t. 

Sincerely, literally, insofa.r as t he 8'plr;ttua.l 1nterpre" 

tution is concerned. s t •. At,hanaa1us declnreliJ that the 

111el\tber s of $. virgin are t he meruber$ of Chrtat " unO. tl'l,a 'l::; they 

who persecute virg lna g o beyo'lld t he comm.o.nd of P1late, Vlho 

ordered tbnt the sol-diers pierCe the side of Christ, for 

such p~rseoutor8 pierce botb his a1d'os11.1 t heir torture of 

vit'glns . Among the lovely tributes to virgins and monks 

in the poetry of Gregory Nazienzenare. t he appellations that 

he has tlppl.l()d to rnonks ~ - they are Chr1a't .. boQrol"s-l gleaming 

stars invisible to the multitu.de., and the most brilliant 

orn(Urlent. of bis flock. 

Wi th the exception of St . Au~"Ustlne, tho Great Doctors 

have been pl'ofuae in t heir praise of monks and v1rg1ns. 

't . Jerome, among othera." expressing their common op1n1on 

that "irlbinStU'e dear to Christ because t hey ha.ve freely 

given th~t whiQh is not ~e(luired ~ EchOing the Psalmist, 

Gregory Naeianzen decltl,re$ the Spouses .o.fOhrist to be 

a.dornedw1th s. hidden b€ll1lut, . Ineulogles which equal 

tl;ose of the latter writer , St. Ambrose honot's virgins as 

being fragrant with divine grace.,. as ea:rdens are fragrant 

. .'~ .. ;' ,: ... ~ ... 



153 

\:7ith flOwers , He would even admit virgins to the alta.rs 

of God , contending that if the' b ody of a virgin 1"11a.'1 be called 

a temple of God , what 19 to be sa1d at' h-er s oul , in which 

Christ 1$ daily sacrificed f ol' the redemption of t he body? 

Since the Grent Doctors eon~idered the lif·e of Religious 

0.. noble and eortnnendable thing, it is not surpr:tsing that t r.ey 

believed that the rewards 0.1' such a lite would be o6.!'respond ... 

ingly great; in .fa.ct, t hey believed that some of t hose 

rewards might heenjoyedln the. present life, t hough most 

of the Doctors etress the eternal,: r .ilther t han temporal 

re compe~e. In St .. Jel"ome !s opiniQn the oonsummtlte reward 

of t hoae Who hav·e ehO~'H:m Christ 1 .. 8 that Cht'ist G.l'ld hig 

SPOU$~ are two in O!1<l' splll 1tw St . }3as11 ~ssure$ t he monk 

that hiS revrord shall be one of deeds performed- .. to be called 

& friend of the King , to stand close by the side of hiS' 

King~ hand clllsped in His hand . GrogoI'Y Nnz1anzen obs e~ves 

tha t . t hough Religious arc es~ranged tX'"om all earthly posses­

sions,. t hetr Bingle possesfJlon illl one which iasupreme" a 

possession which ·cannot be destroyed nor delegated to 

others" nrun.ely;: t heir serene confidence of life eternal . 

St . Chry&ostOl11 declares the mOllk r1ehel' , more powe;r>ful, nno. 

more secure; even in this pI'eaen t life, than a. king. f~ore ... 

over , the mo-ra1 1nfluence that 0. monk exercises at h ome and 

abrQad, and: the ir',eapeot that he .is neCOl"ded :are cOfJJl iderable ~ 

Toe;ether wit.b these t hine;.s the IMnk is ilimaelf consoled by 

the fact that 11$ 1s able tQ Qm.nf ·ort t h e sorrowful and 

encourage the unfortunate, While it 1s true that in exchtinge 

." .1 .. :.: ,:'!i "':' ~ 
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f or earthly glory, a monk reeeives a. life of obscurity# 

never't heles$ among mankind t he monk is s i ngled out for the A 

hi ghest ad.mil'atlQn"for men see 11'1 him not a monk but an 

an gel. Lastly" st . Gregory NaZianzen believes that monks 

can be free fram all d1stl~bances of heart , Since they are 

fr'ee from deSire fOr t h e t hings Qf t his Vlorld . Seek ing 

only t he eterna.l homeland" they enjoy great tranqUility 

of mind. Yet " St . Basil sees t1 greater r eco:mpense than 

a.ny-of a temporal ncat t.tre in the Heavenly reward whien 

has been pr epared for t hose who show t hemselves worthy 

of t h e Lord , And St ·. At lla,na.sius promises yout h s and 

virgins who profess chastity a glorious. immortality among 

the martyrs of Ohr1st ~ 

Are t here some wh o, t hough i nwtlrd1:y admiring t h e lives 

of ho1.1' ReligiouS _ refra.in fl"om encouraging y,otmg mon and 

wollton to entel' tho Religious life on the plea t hat it is an 

exeeedlnglyc1ifficult vQcatloRf , t h$.t Qno (Hill ronch El; high 

degree of sanet1ty by leading s. holy 11fe in the \'101'ld , 

thnt Jlle.ny Rel 1g1ou$ do not live 'Ll.P to the obligAtion a " or 

.avail t hemselves of the opportunities oi' t h ei!i state 'e The 

Great DootQ,rfJ of the Chttrehd1dllot B.rgue t hus Ii St . lw.1brose 

exho;rted yot'i. ths to aUl'render t hemaelves to Him whOSe custom 

1. t is t o repay far 'bey ond the du&. reward of servioe :rendered. 

lH1 th that keen in$lght . into humsn psychology whlen was his 

partioular gift, St .. John ChrysQstom r~minds '10ung women 

t hat .she who ;La ehos.en to be the bride of uu earthly king 

is looked upon by other women as being mare f ortunate. t han 

.' ... 'f:';~ ~ 
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t hey . Yet;. t he saint continu.es , the virgin ha.s , not only 

a.s her Spou$e but as hel' Lover , One whose love for he:v is .i 

more ardent than that of any .mortal mnn. li'or suOh a. Lovel;' , 

why would t h ey ti.ot leave al'l . things., even llia :1. tsalf? - .. . ~ 

Although St . Augustine does not minimize the senSe of res­

traint whioh the novice in the Religious lite experiences , 

he declares t l'..at the newcomer s~!)on realises the real fre ·e -

dom whiohthe life affords, and 'bhatwhilG the abiding 

restrictions of $uch .0.. l;U'e are f i rm and unyielding, dif­

ficult to bear , nevertheless the~e same restraints ma.y be 

made t heobjeots of great faith, hope and love . The saLle 

thought is exp1"essed. by s t . Ambrose , 'When hf!) remarks t hat 

it ia wlth darts' of love t hat. Clod wounda t.hose who seek 

Him; bi nding fast t hose whom He wound8te St . Jerome notes 

t he py;of it that one g~ins by adopting t he Jllonastic life , 

learning the va.rious virtues exemplified In the lives of 

different indivldu~~\ls . The B.esig~ent of almost every 

minute otthe day t~ SOrtlQ pe.rtioular employment or recrea­

tion 1s an excellent means to the acquiN~me);'lt of obedience 
4 . 

and ,selt"'1'0strnint . 

When the Fath ers counael monks and virgins concerning 

the virtues t hat they l3hould praotice ~nd the extel'nal 

manner- and appearance Which sheuld characteri ze them. t here 

is $. remarkable similarity in t heir advice . But the admonit"iOli 

which ooours more frequently, and is explEdnod at greator 

length than any othel'> is the necessity for l'otirement from 

the world , and for s1lence . St. Gregory the Grent , who 

" 'r'. 
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spolte so persuasively t o his monkz about the cultIva.tion 
. ~ 
" 

of unionvlit·h God , declared that retirement froID the world. ", '. 

is absolutely essential f or theatto.ihment ot t his goal . 

Persons who are truly i n earnest about. t heir spiritual pro'­

greas , he asserts , relega.te to the last place in an orde.X'of 

valuee t hose t hing s Wh ioh are a.. hind.rance to their spiritual. 

11£'0 , even omitting the ~lttent;1.on·s that Iil;tght be pa:}..d tc) 

relatives and friends , since they know t h4l.t he 'Who neglects 

for God 's salta those who al~e dear t o h i m,. in reality loves 

t hem tho more genuinely, 

Qui to frfilnkly, St . Arilbrose l"ocalls St . Paul's ndm 011 i t10n 

to the early CIll'istiana .. It you are dead a:l1o yOUl' life i .s 

hidden with ·Christ i n God , it ·should not be ~ppa.!'cnt to the 

world. It 1$ St . J erOl1lo t s opinion tJ:11l.t virgi ns vlho live in 

COlmUU11itles ought never to go Gut alone,. The saint pra.ises 
.... 

the cU.stom of SOIDe v:1rgill s of' ,twoiding public gathe;t"'lng" 

pl .llceS ,. and ot: . remaining wi th~l1 t heir convents on holy days . 

lie 1"eeOntlltmcta that virgins- do not tll,aka vlsit&.t1ons of ap 

otfl elf1.1 Qr' complimentary na.ture; AGave all , vis l t$ should 

n ot be made by v11~g1n8 to VJoman of the world . Pithily" 

Jerome rominds virg1n$ ~nat it: t hey purpose to go out wllen­

ever- neees$G.ry., they \'1111 seldom laolf an excuse for doing 

so. If St. GlC'egory Nazie.nzen ' s pI'otestaga1nst virgins ' 

leaving t hej.l' eonvent$ to go on pil grimage'S had been heeded,. - , 

Chaucer would b.a.ve l acked. lnuteri/i1l tor the character of the 

llun 1n the Ca.nterbury .Talot;l . Virgins should not be ea.gar to 

participate in pilgrimages to d1etant holy plQC El~ , Gregory 

.~ ";' .. ( 
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warns , for Chr ist t he King is within t he h ome oi'ev el"yone 

and close , y ea in the very hear t of His belQved. st . ..: 

Jerome recL\lls the a.ncient custom of shielding from the 

sight of all but priests , the saored vessels of the Lord. ' s 

temple , and asks when e. gold and s11ver vessel was ever so 

dear to God as the temple of a virgin l s body . A~nong virgins , 

St . Grego!'y 'N azianzenextols tho.se whom men do not know, and 

St . Augustine affirms that t here 18 need of much retirement 

f r om the wor l d ; if one \\'18h6s to obtalin that a.biding hap~)ine ss 

with whiGh no pleasureable o.:>tcitel1lent can be compared . Gre r ' ­

·ory Nazis.nz-en and other Doctors counsel vil"gi n s to a.vo i d 

being a.mong a lavge concom-se of ptH)pl ·e ., Gregory even r eC Olll'" 

mending t hat limits be set to t h e hospitality of the oonvent, 

since mOdesty will peri sh in a crowd, and hence vil"gini ty 

be dishono;t'eci . 

St .• Ambrose speaks much about t h e mOdesty which shou.ld 

chara.cterize v l r gitls , ur ging that n. vir gin $0 conduct her ... 

self t hat al1'e be recogni zed by her subdued ga.it , dOWilOtil.Ot 

eye s ) &nd gentle voice . Let eo vir gin's lips , like r osa 

peta.ls , rem.ain closed , adv1soa Gregory 11nz1anzen . O:rten ... 

times , t he Grea. t Doctors couple t heir admonitions of 

internal purity and modes t y , t hel'eby seeming to illustrate 

t hoil' view t he. t chastity is not only bod ilY' continenco . 

but o.n al l - embracing purit y Of mind and act . 

To go to the l engt h s tha. t a virgin does in undert&king 

a lifo of' cha.stity, and not t o investigate the virtues 

which should chaJ:"acter1ze one who prof.esses virgini ty seeme 
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to Cl~yaostom absurd . It is tho virgin ' s duty to join 

a holy and fervent life to the practiee of virginity and 

thus be a. souroe of edifica.tion to others . Ye t, St . Ba.sil 

cautions a ga inst t he notion tha t s.trictness of life , if 1t 

be devoid of faith a.nd good works, issuff1ciont . Of , the 

virtues 'which should characteri;;>:€! monks, St •. Jl.ugustlno 

remarks t hat in monasteries chari.ty 1s usually stressed 

above all other virtues , for t ile reason t hat if charity 

is preaent , eo . are a.ll t he other virtues" whereas when 

charity 1,e: lacleing , all other practices a.re as not hing. 

Addl'ossing virgins, Gre gory lI1az ianzen exhorts t hem 

ever to be an honor to t heir Spouse . Cultlvf).te your mind 

by learl'lingand wisdom, th~ t; YOll. may live honorably a life 

of honor . Froquently, St . Jerome enoourages vir gi ns to 

cult i vate a love for t he Roly Scriptures . Like a later 

St . Fr ancis de Sales ,. St . Cb.ryso3tom uddt'esses monks and 

, I 
.( .,. 

1' . .. 

virs ins , advocating hearts av~rli!e to sensual pleasure , souls 

steeled to endure guttering , wide-open eyes , and p.utience 

in eV61"ytr iul. Bu tabove all ,. t hey must rely upon the 

help of God . Give blood for blood , tersely urges St . 

Jerome . What saint every wou hi s crown without a str'uggle? 

The care with which virginity IU'L\st be guarded a.fter 

one has embra.ced 1t is the t h eme of St . Jerome ' s treatise 

on Virginity, for the saint believes that it is not suf .. 

.fic ient for t he virgin merely to knoW' t he excellence of 

the virtue . 1,101' t he pl'oservatlon of chastity, St • J erome 

admonishes t he vir gin to let her f e al" of God make her strong , 
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fasting render her free from d e s:Lr'6 , her 10v0 b~ ' entirely 

directed to God , Who is ~l.b le to still evert des ire fal'si gn "· 

to ce l estia.l bein gs .. Nor shoul d a virgi n Blery i n her 

swee t desire fOI' vir g:1n1ty, i f deep wi t hi n her she opens 

hel:' heart t o ether affections t han t hose for Chrl s t •. says 

G-re a:ory Nazi anzen . The nlJ.turltJ. de silre of the hu.-.unn heart 

to love and be loved is no t denied,. but st . Jerome expl aina 

t hat t his c ar nal l ove can be overcome by t he s piritual . 

And St . Ambrose b l d.8 the vir gin dra.w closo t o Chr i st , 

touching with fa ith the hem of his go.r mert t , and 10; t he 

torrent of de:liZ'e f or worldly pl easures will cease . St . 

Augustine s umnletl'i z 0 S the matter by t\l.esuring nol igious t hat , . 

t he violenoe With which worlclly l.oves gain influence over 

t hem is in proport i on to the extent to wh i ch t bethings 

t hata.re unseen cormnand t ha i!' love . 

The sa. int who, more t han all t he rest , stresse s the 

need of humilit y i n Religi ous is St , Augustine , yet t his 

vi rtue 1s considered suita.ble and ue.ceS$$.ry by all t he 

Gl~eat Doctors. St . Ambrose exhorts vir>g l n a to i mi t ate 

Chr ist t s meekness and humil i ty . St .• Augustine cau tIon s 

virgins that when t hey d iScover t heir superiority to marr ied 

women 1n both work and ,lages , t hey t hen consider t ha.t it 

is t heir duty to be humble to t he same degroe . Let t hem 

conSider, too, t hat it 113 ent1re~1 p0Bslble t hat were 

t hey put t.o t he te~t Qf' torture , t bey might show t hem ... 

selves less courage ous t hnn hlarried women. I t all Ch:rls­

tlans oh ou ld poss e ss humi lity, Au gust111€) Qon tlnu.es , h 9\'1 

,'.';.:-:" ,;.~, 
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much more sh oul d she who professes to be an i mitator of 

Ghr ist oxhibit t:D.1lt virtue . 

If Religious follow the pat h marked out for t hem by 

Ghriot , t hey will not fall , for he gives strength to his 

i'ollovwTS , Observing the admonitions of St . Paul, s 

Helig lous should perform a certain amount of tnanual labor 

and ehould also offer devout prayer to God by t he chant ing 

of psa.lms , that with spiritual reading, meditation,. and 

periods of' relaxation, her life will be e. well ... regulated 

offering to God.. The Breat apostle of mortification in 

t he Religlous life is St . Jerome, who considers it necea .. , 

sary in order t o check t he insolence of t he fle sh and to 

tftainttlin the supremacy of t he epiri t. Not that corpor·al 

mortlf ice.tton is in itself a virtue" but becl;luee it is a 

means to t he aoquirement of 11ol1no$8 . Quite bluntly, 

Jerome warns tb~tthe ReligiOUS who wishes to rejoice 

with the world in this life, and to x'sign with Christ in 

the nex.t , expe.e:ts the i mpossible.. And alwa.ys, in the 

mi dst ot' heract 1vity, t he ReliGi.ous should be mindful of 

her ultimate (i,lm--un1.on withOhr1st . St . Ambrose and St .. 

Grogory dwell at length upon the possibilities open to 

Religious of developing great beauty and serenity of soul . 

Ambrose el1t reuts the virgin to guard th~ purity of her 

soul t l"..at 1 t may be an :tl'!ll11a cul~te dwelling tor Him,. and 

t ha t. joined as a cornerstone to the holy priest hood, it 

way rise .I;lS a spiritual edifice to the glory of God . 

Is love of God the magic Key, aa it were , to pers.er .. 

'.'; . .-.,' ,;.;~ ~ 

.. 
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V8I' anceand success i n t he Religi eus life? Sain ts J erome 

and Augustine cons i der it so. The fermer aeknowledges t hat.­

many of t he admon1tions t hat he husaddressed to. virgins 

will seem teo difficult to. one wh o. hns i nsufficient chari ty, 

but to. her who lOV0S , t hey vlill not a.ppear too difficult . 

St . Auguetine is i mpressed Vllth tne obligatien of Religious 

to. reC iprocate 1nsofar' a.s that is possible, t he special 

love t hat God has sh own them in ·ohoosing them to be the 

Spouses of His Son.. He declares that t he virgin IJhould 

wi thdr·~\.V by no. act or desire t h e entire oblation ahe has 

made o:f hers·elf to. Christ . I t is A1.~gustin,e ; s great fear 

that by a certain obtuseness oX' perversity or human nature , 

t hey who M ve been apecially chosen reOipients of div;tne 

favors will turn inwur d upon t hemt3elves , th0 love tha t t hey 

vowed to God , and t hat t hey will devel op a ee)" tain self­

cOTl1placency in t heir vir8 inal nature. rather t han loving 

with all the great er affection that God who did not permi t 

t hem to re.1l into sin . Au t ustd.ne declares tbat he has n o. 

fear of pride fo!' hel' who lovos Him Who. ;La me.ok and humble 

of. heart. Love Him, be pl eads . Tha l elsui"e Which is 

yours as a result of detaching yourself from worldl y ca!>es 

is His , to be ueed in l11a loving se1'v1ce . Oaze upon the 

woullds of t he Crucif1ed, the scars of the R1sen One . He is 

t he Spouse of your sou1 1 

Throughout t hese ,<:ritinga the emphasis has been 

placed upon the virtues of con templation, with rela:l:;ively 

little emphasis upon t he virtues I'eq'lJ.ired in a Religious 

t', .. 
,:'\~ ... 
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dedicated to a life of act ivity . The eontoraplat1ve l ife 

.. 1s the " beau ideal lJ in t he minds of the Great Doctors . 

BefoI'o t1 t housand years would pass, another Creat Doctor ; 

t he An eelic Doctor of t he t hirt eent h cent ur y , w~s to declare 

a s superior , a life in whlch t he virtues of t he active life 

are combined with those of the contemplative . A f ew cen .. 

turi0S later , a great Religious Or der woul d ar ise in which 

t here was to be no publ i c rec:ttation of t he Divine Off i ce . 

Clearly , the Helie ious life is a vi tal thing", paralleling 

the ch anges of t he times . It 1S another o·f t hose great 

mO\iements in history which are pregnant v.1i th life , and which 

have wi thin t hem some thing of the divine , being 8'Uided by 

t he Providence of God . 

..~.,~ , 
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i"1h1l~ th(;Jr(i)~. but 'IrH)tager ' bi,obl"'nph!eat detG.11$ in 
t hiss·e'ot1on of tha Dc:Q.WntGS' 01' St ·. Gregory, the 
10rk l"~esonta the onii rrfo, oj;" St . Bensdl¢t. , n ow 

f)xt.nnt j which wa.s Vft'i tt'en. 'by a .ne~ cilntompOl"riry ·, 
_ ,. t1'OlPal,1um M.!?EJ. . PL 75, ools . 509-1182; r'/61~7a2. 

--""'!An extended aO'mns n 'Cary upc>n the nook of' Job forma 
t he tatl t~t'1al f ·ol" OOnrG:r(!Jnce~ fl.ddreesed t ,Q h ls m.onastiO 
brethnen by St. Gregory; h ence the \1orkconta.lmt 
nu.menous reference.s to ,th& Re11c1ous voco.t1on. monaat!c 
life, und tho mo.nk'·s p61"sonQ.l nt.ll1.ct1flcGt10u. 

,.'! ... : >f~~ ~ 
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_ ...... _1 E121st~.a$ , PL77, cols . 44l,...1328 . The ea3;'11.c$t . . 
letteJ;"s15e@r testimony tc;) Qr~gor1 t s sincere dl,sapPoint .... 
ment in having to ,a'bfindon h~~1S mot~,~at10 ~eQlusiont, and .< 

·also his ~egalrd for the oQl1terapla1;,lv,e life . .. ! , 

Gregory Na~1An,l1Jt)n, 5t .. , Epistolfle .. rG 21; eollil . 2200!2l0 ., T~., 
early l etters- reveal Gregory ' slave of' solitude and v 

the high value tbnt he pla.ced upon ret1t'emont trotH the 
world . ' ... 

_ _ ~' ~ Funeb:r1a OJ'~t6qinLatl.clelll B't$1111 NaeEt C¥,~,l;l.l'(i)~e , 
PO 20., cols . 9't~lblg . ,1n erhe orati<.>n 5t . Gregory 
dGsaribes and praise.a ' the worl~ of St . Basil l.nfurther-
ing l'llonnstie13Jn 1n Asia Mi nor . . . _.-!_ ~lleb ' is 01'41;10 . in .. LlauO-em, So aria Sw o' IJ:Ol~ 'Qn.ia.e, 
l>G ii., • co ].'1.- ~ , 'sgo17 ' proe i\. me ' , l&~ ebmptar-atlive 
me:rita of m.al"rlageand virgin! tit - ' 

__ >1' P9~mata, MOteJ.tB., 1~G21" oola " 2SS-55Q. Hundreds 01 
1. i nei:JQl' poetry Q0116crn1ng monks. virgins •. and ~ 11,f'& 
of perfectiQn. -

. • Poem,at'a u,ae S eotant ad Alto:! · .. PG 21, eols. 842- 931., 
--"""In ' e$& poeflllfre gorj" vo oaB. . $' -o.dmiration tor monks 

of ·the active and eontemplative lite .. , 
Ignat1t\8 of' Ant1oeh, St .• , "Ep istule.. a4 Romanos," Aota 8ano­

tor\.Utt, J . Bol1a.ndu.s and G. H(\)n8oheniu8 (~d . )~ -1\11'1$; 
Victo~ )?alme;,: 1863-- (1n pr ogre a a h Feb, 1 : 25- ,z5 . 'l'hi .s 
Lette.r QxempllfieS the e.agel'l'le$s With whioh man:y- ~tarl.,. 
C~1.st1ans desired rnart)'rdom. . . 

.,. crome , 13 t«.. AAv~.r .$Us J pv1tl.1au1.l.m; , ' PL 213,. eol,s . 221- 552 . 
St a tements, ma(le by <1ovlnian regarding t he cQmparative 
merits and rewards ofmar:r1nge and v i rgin ity are re ... 
futed . 

I " r , . Ep~stulae. PL 22 , 00113 . 325 .. 1191. 'rho oorrespondence 
of Jeronlc 1.s t he richeot ~ ourQ-e of his '<11'1 t1ngs on 
ma.rr iage Ilno: virginity, .'rIle most famous 01' his letters 
is that t-o eus toeh1:um, in which Jerome ptU'posea to en .. 
co:ul;'fl.ge virBins to eu~da.nd pcerst)\Tf:)l"e. in t h(;)ir lite 
of' cel ibacy. .' 

Pa.lindlus" 131.shop, "BistQr:top of t h9 Holy rtk&n .. U trlmslated 
by E~A .T . ~V . Budge. ll±! P;ftl'adi8$ .QJ:' Gar~en of: the f1Q1t 
Pa.tl'),erg" 1;77 .. 282 . The Els\!or1e ·~ and outstanding 
vift~uea . of tvell ... knovm E~t~m1 as~etlcs nre narrated . 
, 'Ibe Rule of l?a.chom1.us, E.A. T .• • 1. Budge , .Paradl.fte , 

---'2 :1 ... 282 . Pal,ladius recorda words o~ ap1r1tua:1' wisdom 
spoken b1 Egyptian monks _ . 

Seve:ru:J; Sulpit1us , "Life of St . r~artln ,"" tra.nSlated by . 
Alexander Roberts,. NP- N? a,aries II, !lew York" 1894; 
11 : :3 ... 17 . SevepuB ' b1ograpu7of St ., Martin 18 valuable 
for the- :h;tslght 'Wh ich it . pl'.QVtd @8 into early monaat1", 
clem1l): Gaul. The transl!il:t1on appe$.l-ia faulty in pa:t't. 

TRANSJ'-IATIONS OF SO'U!i.CES 
Atki nson, M#j St . J er'QIlle: Lette1"8 ~nd Select ,Wq.rks, ( :r:tP- NF ), 

series II, vol . 6, 1893 . ' ,. . . . , .. 
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Barmby , James.,, '1'J:le _ Lott~r,s of St . (ireEor~ the Gl"~at # 
(NP- NF ), series II" vols . 12,-13, 18 -1'5. 

Budge , E. A. T ' W" j ThePa~aclise 61' Garden of the Holy l;'ather s". 
belng histories of the anchorites; recluses .. monks , 
coenob1tes , nnd llacet1c fathers of the desorts of 
Egypt between A. D. 250 and A. :P. 400 (0.), compiled by 
Athanasius, arChbi shop of Alexandria; Pallad1us , bishop 
of Helenopo1ia; at • .1~ll"'ome and others . Tran.slated from 
t he Syriac , 2 vols .; London., Chatta and Viindue , 1907 . 

Cabral; Fel"nand , Life and Miracles _ of St. Bened,ict , t;pans­
luted by C. M. Antohy, - tandon , Burns , Oate.s and 'Wash ... 
bC),Ltrne Ltd.; 1934, 155 pp . 

Clarke, W_K. L. , The A:see,:tlc W?~lta "of St . BUEll , LO).'1o.on, 192fh 
Cunningham, J.G.' /I Tho tetter~ ,or~\ . Al?yguetlne . (l~ P-NF J" 

series I , . vol . 1, :LS8a. . - . . ..... 
Def'erl'ar1, R. J " St . Bas11~ TS! ;L~ t t.ers wlth an Englhh. 

Trapslat1o;n, Ij, vols ., New !or~ , Loe'S O!assical Llprary, 
19~9.1930, - . 

Dads " rJ:arc\t ... ~ . .• . T;:\:le "~£""'-., -"" .~.,...,~'t'}1~" .-_~~._v .......... 
Edinburgh, T. ana 1\ ('h --J.-l- t . ~. 1 " 

fiomestin ~ II. d! , "Letters 
vol . 1 0" 1896 . 

right ; F .A., tiThe Virgin ' s Profe,Ssion, " Fa.tl'1e;r-s of. the 
Ch1ll'Ol::). , N@w York, . E. P ,o Deetton~ 1,929, pp~ 225- 267. 
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Ucism,. and though it 1s n ot written in t he seientific 
manner, the work pl'ov1des one of the richest secondary 
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Centurlea, Washingto.n,. Tlletathol!c universIty of ' 
America.- Press .. 1941, 115 pp . 'i'his wOl,"k has been of the 
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ItlOnaS t 10 1 S111. 

R$.nd , E. !\.,. PO\.l.ndersQf t he Middle Ages, C&nbl~1dge, Ha.rvard 
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~, 8",' Pa~1B Lj,brarle Letouzey et Me, t~~3. cola . nOb5-

, • ThoNmgh schl)larshi p 1, e\tide-nt in t h1.s Qrtlcl-e 
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a{rJpeote- . 

Hudlestcm. O .• RQ.ger, -' ., , 111>lon~etie1$mj ttQn,t hol;tQ _:rtn.C¥Cl"QP!141" 4 , • 
. i "St" Gregory I (The Great), nOatnol!o End1e!opelUo. , 

El.'7eo-r87 • Biog:rapl:~ of t he ~Q1nt ~nd his influence 
in e.pl"end:tng Benediotine '1l1<mast1cr.1sm. 

taistnel'l M.L.W" "St. Benedict;' Encl()\o~,e:~Ue. o.fwtha 
S'oQlal S,OiSl:l96j.j Edwin. R. A .• se1!gman ted'~ ), '~ ew Y<>rk 
Macmiilan ~Ilh ,19501' 2 :510 J Rete'l"$l)'ee is IlJ1lde to 
'recent pesearoh op the Rule Qf s t. 13en ed1ct. 

Loughlin. J atnf)s F . " trSt . Ambl'ose,."Ca;thol.lC, ,Imelc.loped1a, 
l~383 ... :5.8e. I31ogra.phical1.nfQhnatlon. -- -- , 

Portalle 1 Eug",ne" " St ." Atlgus t 1no ot Hi ppo" {t Ca, thQ,ll¢fO~­
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"Vita 8 . Bened.~C~l Abbatis. It A()t,S.anctorW. Mart:U 'romus 
Tertius i 27~ ... ,2a7. Various e'st1matea ot the grea.tnes.a 
of St . Benedict are included . " 

"V1ta S ~ J;gnat:U Episcopl Ant1oehel1$.." Februnr11 'I'OhiUS Pril,us : 
A f'Il11 .account of St . Icn~tiu:s t exprE)ssed desi!'e fo;!;' 
martyrdom. is narrated. 
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