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The aimsof the Biology Curators' Group are:-

i) To facilitate the exchange of information between individuals 
concerned with collections of specimens and records, their 
conservation and interpretation. 

ii) To present the views of biological curators to the Museums Association 
of Great Britain and to other bodies. 

Copy dates for future issues based on three copies per year 

31 August for October issue 

31 December for February issue 

30 April for June issue 

Editor's Note 

Sorry about the "Featured Institution" section. Would anyone like to 
volunteer to provide copy for such an article for the next Newsletter?! 
It is envisaged that this section would cover a museum somewhat like a 
cross between the "Featured Institution" as it is treated in the Newsletter 
of the Association of Systematics Collections and the "Collections and 
Collectors of Note" as in the Geological Curator. 

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
Committee of the Biology Curators' Group. 

~ Biology Curators' Group 

Cover Design: Potter's Museum is well known for its animal tableaux. The 
cover of the catalogue dates from before 1972 / 3 when the 
entire contents were offered for sale and despite interest 
from overseas (especially North America) it was bought and 
moved from Bramber to Arundel. There is also the "National" 
Butterfly museum at Bramber, and although your editor has 
been to neither of these two "curious" museums, they must be 
well known to our colleagues in the south east of England. 

Back Numbers: Contact the Editor for details of cost and availability. 

Advertising Rates: Full Page £25.00 
Half Page £14.00 
Insert £15.00 



CONTENTS 

Biology Curators' Group Newsletter Volume 2 Number 9 (February 1981) 

Chairman's Report 
Editor's Report 
Secretary's Report 
Treasurer's Report 
Annual General Meeting 
Herbarium labels 
Articles: An enzyme technique for the rapid preparation of 

osteological specimens 
Ornithological Collections in the Botanic Gardens 
Museums, Southport 
Night Raids at the Horniman 
British Vascular Plant Collection of the Ulster 
Museum 

Book & Gallery Reviews 
ICOM (Mexico) Reports 
Handwriting section 
Collections & Information Sought and Found 
Membership List 
Bibliography - natural history museums and natural history 

collections 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

399 
401 
402 
403 
404 
407 

408 

411 
413 

415 
420 
422 
426 
428 
434 

443 

4 April 1981: B. C. G. Annual General Meeting in Birmingham (see page 404) 
Nominations for committee are required as per the inserted sheeto 

10-12 April: Taxidermists' Guild A.G.M. in Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

13-16 April: 'History in the Service of Systematics' a joint meeting by 
the Society for the Bibliography of Natural History and the 
Systematics Association at the BM(NH) London. 

22 September: During the Annual Conference of the Museums Association at 
Manchester the B.C.G. is organising activities for members 
for this day. 

1982: B.C.G. Conference at Cardiff on planning the future needs for 
collection management and the uses of collections in the light 
of modern requirements. 

1983: The International Council of Museums (rCOM) is meeting in 
this country. A programme for the Natural History Committee, 
i.e., the membership within that discipline, will be organised. 

3~8 



CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 1980/81 

During the course of the year the connnittee have been 
active in a number of fields, most of which have been 
reported in the pages of the "Newsletter". 

As in last year's report, I see little point in reviewing 
the year's work, but it is perhaps worth highlighting 
one or two features. The Easter meeting of the Group was 
the main meeting of the year, and with its emphasis on 
techniques, was found to be a most useful and informative 
meeting. 

During the summer and autumn, the Group has been surveying 
jointly with the Biological Records Centre, the present 
position of local biological record centres, and by December, 
1980, there had been a most encouraging response to the 
questionnaire. It is expected that the results will be 
published during 1981, probably in two parts. However, 
from the response to the questionnaire, it is hoped that 
it may be possible to advise museums on how best they can 
contribute to the national recording pattern for natural 
history. In order to do this, it is necessary to know the 
present position in detail, and with this information, it 
is intended that a tripartite meeting involving the BCG, BRC 
and the Nature Conservancy Council can be arranged. 

Members will recall that the Group responded in some detail 
to two recently published reports ("Framework for a System 
for Museums" and "Taxonomy in Britain") and whilst there has 
been little comment from the profession, the Natural 
Environment Research Council has responded favourably to a 
request to discuss how best museums can co-operate with their 
work. However, it was suggested that the discussions should 
also include the GCG and whilst the necessary consultations 
have delayed the meeting, it is expected that this will take 
place early in 1981. 

Concern about the state of natural history collections in 
in British museums has continued to be expressed publicly, and 
reports have been taken to ICOM at their meeting in Mexico in 
October 1980 and to the European Science Foundation. In 
both instances, the positive approach and achievement of the 
BCG was praised, but in September, 1980, at the Museum 
Association Conference in London, less favourable comments 
were voiced in some circles. 

Certainly the problem of acquisition, care and maintenance of 
scientific collections has been aired, but there is not 
likely to be any finance made available to do anything about 
it in a climate of economic squeeze, and when the politicians 
cannot see the relevance of these collections to the vast 
majority of their electors. I raised this problem last year, 

399 



as a major issue facing biologists working in museums, and 
so far, this difficulty has not been solved. It is an issue 
that has been given a great deal of thought by the Association 
of Systematics Collections in North America, and they have 
demonstrated the relevance of their collections through an 
environmental role. However, the level of taxonomic and 
ecological knowledge of the North American flora and fauna is 
so much less when compared to that of the British Isles and 
hence the importance of systematic collections is that 
much greater. 

In this country, Peter Morgan of the National Museum of 
Wales is also demonstrating through the environmental role, 
the importance of museum collections (see BCG NewsZetter~ VoZ. 
2 No. 8~ 1980), but I wonder to what extent this concept can 
be extended to local authority museums. Most local authorities 
will not be able to obtain the resources to tackle a project 
of the size of the "Christos Bitas" whilst it will still not 
satisfy the politicians demand that most of the collections 
should be readily available to and used by most of their 
electors. The indirect importance to the public through 
scientific research of such an environmental role for collections~ 
I fear will have little impact upon them. What they require 
is a display or educational role, but is this realistic for 
primarily scientific collections? 

It seems to me that all museums including the British Museum 
(Natural History) and other National Institutions with museum 
collections should take part in this debate. I hope therefore 
that these institutions and their staff will in future become 
more involved with the work of both the BCG and the Museums 
Association so that their expertise can be utilised and so that 
the present good relations which exist informally can be 
strengthened. 

It is with some of these problems in mind that the BCG still 
hopes to hold a conference in Cardiff in 1982 on policies 
relating to museum collections. It is hoped that those that 
determine research policies, those that carry out collection 
based research and those that curate collections, i.e., the 
products of research, will come together and discuss ways in 
which a more co-ordinated or co-operative approach can be 
made towards a national scheme for natural history collections. 

Although it is clearly important that all concerned with museums 
and collection~based research should contribute to the conference, 
considerable difficulties have been experienced in developing 
these thc~mes and many problems remain to be overcome. Further 
details will, of course, be published in due course. 

There is much for the Group to do in the coming years, but 
your officers have all got full time jobs which leave little 
time for BCG activities. Nevertheless, I feel the BCG is 
providing a service to its members through its 'Newsletter' 
and meetings and is making itself known more generally. 

E. F. Greenwood 
January 1981. 
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Editor's Report 1980-81 

With this, the third issue for which I have been responsible for obtaining 
copy, pasting up, etc., the production has also become transferred to 
Bolton. Although this means more work it is more satisfying to be able to 
be in complete control from the n~nuscript stage to posting the complete 
printed newsletter. Astute readers have noticed that we have decided on 
three newsletters per year but that about the same numbers of pages are 
produced in that time. This saves on labour and postage, envelopes, etc., 
an important consideration. Similarly, attempts at obtaining advertising 
revenue and selling offprints are decreasing the costs of production, 
albeit marginally. 

The last editor's report appealed for more membership comment on the 
newsletter in the realms of philosophy or practicality but none has been 
received. In the absence of any such criticism (or even praise) we can 
only carry on in the same vein and format. Initiating such ventures as 
"Featured Institution", "Collections and Information Sought and Found" and 
"Handwriting11 relies on the members sending in material to keep these 
sections going. Little snippets of interest to fill up the bottom halves 
of pages are also difficult to find single-handed. Many thanks to those 
who have responded to requests for material or even sent in copy completely 
unsolicited over the last year. Keep up the good work: 

E. Geoffrey Hancock 
27 January 1981. 

SURREY BIOLOGICAL RECORD CENTRE 

The Surrey Biological Records Centre (covering the whole of v.c.l7) has 
recently been established as an independent unit of the County Library 
Service at Leatherhead and we are at present attempting to compile a list 
of existing material and records in our county establishments so that the 
record can be as complete as possible. 

We would be grateful to hear from curators of biological collections who 
have any relevant Surrey ~terial in their care or have during the course 
of their investigations come across material or records in other collections 
or institutions. 

This coverage should ideally state:-

1) Nature, range and dates of collection of the material or records (if 
known). 

2) Condition and degree of risk they would attach to it (i.e. seen in 
garage or loft, unlikely to survive more than five years, or whatever). 

3) We are especially interested in tracing manuscript notes of unpublished 
work. The area includes much of the present Greater London area south 
of the Thames and it would be invaluable to know of old records from 
this area which is now largely built over. 

Telephone calls are welcome: J. A. Keefe, Surrey Biological Records Centre, 
Biology Centre, Chipstead Valley Road, Coulsdon, Surrey. Tel: 633-8881 or 
Caterham 43727). 
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§ecretary's Report 1980/1981 

It was not until the Annual Ger.eral Meeting in Leicester that we 
:Learned that Stephen Flood was taking up a post in the Arts Council and that 
he would be giving up his position of Honorg_ry Secretary and it was 
consequently with very little warning that I took over his duties. My first, 
and pleasant duty is to place on record our thanks to Stephen for his 
contribution to the work of the Group through his term of office and to wish 
him well in his new post. 

Other officers and committee members elected at the Annual General 
Meeting on 12th April are given elsewhere in this Nesletter in the report of 
the meeting. 

Three comrLi ttee meetings have been held during the year, on 8th May 
in London; 25th July in London and 31st October in London, and one more 
is planned for 30th January. Two general meetings have beer. arranged for 
members during the year, the Study Weekend in Leicester which has already 
been reported and a meeting at the British Museum (Natural History) Annexe 
at Tring when some thirty members were able to see the new storage building 
housing the bird collections, and the refurbished displays in what was the 
Rothschild Museum. 

The main achievement of the year has been the publication of the 
long awaited Collection Survey Report. This has provided the incentive to 
begin planning the next stage - a survey of University collections and the 
possible preparation of a National Plan for systematics collections on the 
lines of the American Association of Systematics Collections Report. 

Much of the Honorary Secretary's time during the year seems to have 
been taken up with correspondence and discussions of the implications for 
museums of the Wildlife and Countryside Bill which at the time of writing 
has just had its first reading. A statement of the effects of the Bill, 
approved by the Department of the Environment and the Taxidermists Guild 
appeared in an earlier Newsletter and the progress of the Bill will be 
closely monitored. The Honorary Secretary has also during the year, prepared 
an updated bibliography on natural history museums and the management of natural 
history collections and intended primarily for the guidance of Museums 
Association Diploma students. The bibliography will be available shortly 
from the Education Officer. 

Other matters discussed at committee have included representation 
on the Wildlife Link committee of CoEnCo, cooperation with the Geology 
Curators Group, and cooperation vli th the Museums Association Manual of 
Curatorship. Comments have been forwarded to the Research Counc.il on the 
report 'Taxonomy in Britain', a new draft constitution is being drawn up 
and a publicity leaflet designed. The Group is cooperating with Paul Harding 
of the Biological Records Centre on a survey of Regional Biological 
Records Centres. 

As far as future conferences are concerned it was decided that 
to allow sufficient time to make proper arrangements, this would have to be 
deferred until July 1982. It is planned however to hold a one day meeting 
in Birmingham in April and to make arrangeJments for members to meet during 
tho Musot®s Association Conference in Manchester on 21st September. 



~?rt of Treasu~er and Membership Secretary 

The major item of expenditure for the 1980-81 financial year was the 
first Special Report: A Survey of Zoological and Botanical Material 
in Museums and Other Institutions of Great Britain. Printing and 
binding costs totalled El488.00 of which El380.00 was received as 
grant-aid (Royal Society E630.00; Museum Professionals Group El50.00; 
South-West Area Council ElOO.OO; National Museum of Wales [500.00). 
This left a BCG contribution of £108.00. 

The production and postage costs of the newsletter represent our 
biggest ongoing financial outlay. During 1980 three issues were 
produced at a total cost of E450.85 (production £348.57, postage 
El02.28). In 1981 this is likely to be nearer £600. Our first study 
week-end at Leicester lost E66.95 and we must ensure that future 
conferences and week-end meetings are self-financing. 

Membership figures remain fairly constant. During the year there has 
been an overall increase of five bringing the total to 190 (160 
personal and 30 institutional). Revenue from subscriptions in 1981 
should, in theory, pay for the estimated costs of newsletter production 
but with very little to spare. We must therefore try to find new 
sources of revenue during the year (increased advertising perhaps) 
or we must seriously consider raising the subscription rates in 1982. 

John Mathias, 
20 January 1981. 

The boys walk.ed rapidly to the gloomy red pDe of the 
Natural History museum, and roamed the halls: Whert they 
halted . be~ ore the. skeleton of the mastodon, Cutf surveyed 

. the toWeting f066il and Wiliffully wiiJbed there weiie a Jive 
maatqdon in ilie Zoo; H~rbie l~ed at ~ ,stroUin$ crowd 
througn the di:y_.rlbs and ~ghfa little tlgure with req hair. 
Fdr 8.\l boor: ~~ a: half they queSte('f tbroQgb corridors of 
bones, Mrns1 skins, rocks, and .Wffed beasts and fish. When 
they halted at last at a water fountain, Herbie said despond· 
ently, ·~She ain't here." . · 

It~ a low bullding facing the street. 'ihe b~t m, 
: ,....__ 'th' ...1..-1~ -1..-1.:0..- ... ,___ &1..;.. .... u: ...... • 
,_._ -· Jtoreoroom, W1 · -ava~, llt.lrel-.n::a ~··to ua::: ~' ! 

loaded with jars of preserved animals. And in. the basement · 
is a sink and instrument h- embalming and .for injecting. : 
Then you go through the backyard to a covered shed on 
pllea o.er the oceaft and here are the tanks for the larger ; 

· animak, die shttrb·and raya and ·octo#, each'in their.~ · 
~tanks. There is a·lltairway up-tU &ont:ofthe.buildilJ31 
$cl -a door ·that opens into an office whv.e ·there ill & ·d.ulk i 

. pill!d high with unopened mail, filing cabinets, and· a .safe { 
with the door propped open. Once the safe got locked by ; 
mistake and no one knew the eombi. ·nation. And in the 3afe 1 
was an open can of sardines and a p~~ of RoquefOrt chee~e.il 

Surprisingly enough, a correct answer was received as to the identity of 

the source of the quotation given in the last issue. Penny Wheatcroft 

was apparently brought up on 1Penguin 1 Crime paperbacks and recognised 

it as Sweet Danger by Margery Allingham. She also sent in the above two 

extracts for others to try their skill on. The seco~ one is not 

referring to a museum as such but should be the easier of the two. 
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Programme 

10.30 a.m. 

11.00a.m. 

11.20 a.m. 

11.40 a.m. 

12 noon 

Annual General Meeting at Birmingham Museums and 
Art Gallery 

Saturday, 4th April 1981 

Reception and coffee 

"tn-house cataloguing by mini-computer" B.A. Seddon. 

"The Bird Collections of Wm. Chase and Others". P. Homer. 

"The Entomological Collections at B'ham." M. D. Bryan. 

Viewing collections in Natural History Department. 

12.45 p.m. - 2.00 p.m. Interval for Lunch 

2.00 p.m. 

2.20 p.m. 

2.40 p.m. 

3.10 p.m. 

3.15 p.m. 

3.45 p.m. 

11 Restoring a Herbarium". B. A. Se ddon. 

11 Pianning a Gallery of Invertebrates". P. Homer and M.D.Bryan. 

Viewing the Gallery under Reconstruction (and others). 

Return to Meeting Room. 

A.G.M. 

Tea and end of meeting. 

PLEASE NOTE that the A. G. M. itself has been placed at the end of the day. This 
is for two reasons. At the 1980 meeting, there was a feeling that it would be more 
appropriate at this time, and secondly, the logistics of planning the meeting at 
Birmingham also make this a particularly suitable time of the day for the meeting. 

Dr Abell Seddon would be grateful if those intending to attend this 
meeting would let him know i'n advance in order to have numbers for 
the morning ooffee and afternoon tea. 



Minutes of the Annue.l General Meeting of the Biology Curators Group 
held at Leicester Museum on Sa.turday 12th April, 1980. 

1. Apologies were received frorr. J.Mathias, E.Greenwood and M.Taylor. 

2. Cr.1airman Geoff Ha.ncock was elected chairman for the meeting. 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 3rd April 1979 were approved. 

4. Officers Reports The reports, whict had been circulated in the 
Newsletter were adopted. 

5. Election of Corr.mittee for 1980/81. 

Chairman Eric Greenwood (re-elected). 
Treasurer Jotn Mathias. 
Editor Geoff Hancock. 
Secretary Geoff Stansfield 
Committee Members Kelvin Boot, Peter Davis. Martin Brendell, 
Peter Morgan, Mike Hounson:e, Howard Mendel. 
Co-opted Memben Dave Erwin, Ray Ingle, Mike Taylor, Bari Logan? 
Jamc;s RateiD811. 

6. Meeting at the Museums Association Conference. 

This meeting would take place on Monday 22nd September. Stephen Flood 
undertook to continue making arrangements for this meeting and to 
look into the possibility of a visit to Tring. 

7. BCG Conference to be held in Cardiff from 9th to 11th Sept 1981 
Peter Morgan reported that he was making contacts with possible speakers. 
It was hoped that it might be possible to invite a speaker from 
the Association of Systematics Collections. 

8. Affiliation to the Museums Association. It was agreed that this 
matter be left to the Ccrmni ttee. 

9. Any Other Business 

a) Collection Survey Report Peter Morgan reported that this had now 
reached the proof stage. Members would receive a free copy, 
other copies would be sold. 

b) Constitlltion of BCG It was agreed that there was a need for 
n more detailed constitution. Charles Steel offered to prepare 
2. 1 raf' to be considered by the c on:mi ttee. 

G.Stansfield 
Hon. Secretary 

~~w~~~---------------------------------
Animal Identification - A reference guide. 

Published by BM(NH) 1980 

This work is the reference source for the means of identifying animal 
groups but covers the world fauna unlike Systematics Association's 
Key Works to the Fauna & Flora of the British Isles and Northwestern 
Eu!ope (1978- Acadam1c Press). 

The Animal Identification Guide is published in parts as follows 

Volume 1 Marine and brackish water animals (£9.00) 
2 Land and Freshwater Animals (not Insects) (£9.00) 
3 Insects (£13.00) 



useum Jars 
Glass with plastic snap-on lids 

12o .Va 

79mm 

No 44 

85 m/m 
54o CCIIl 

H1PORTED FROM DENMARK 

SIZES and PRICES on REQUEST 

10Jnun 

16o m/• 

. loo rn/• 
• 1100 cc• 

MACFARLANE ROBSON LIM:ITED 
Head Office 

HEDGEFIELD HOUSE 
BLAYDON ·ON- TYNE, TYNE & WEAR 

NE21 4LT 
Telephone: 089-422-2381 

Telex: 53698 

Glasgow Office 
BURNFIELD AVENUE 

THORNLIEBANK, GLASGOW 
G46 7TP 

Telephone: 041-637-2333 
Telex: 778301 



ANY OTH-VcR IDEAS? - reproduced by kind permission of the Editor, BSBI News 

LETTERS 

HERBARIUM LABEL and INDEX CARD 
Anyone consulting a major herbarium must be struck by the enormous variety of 

labels used, and by the resulting variation in the quality of information given on each 
sheet. 

Many of those consulting herbaria are not particularly anxious to examine the actual 
specimen itself, but are mainly interested in the data on the label e.g. locality etc. With 
this in mind, a card index system, duplicating the information on the sheet, would 
prevent unnecessary handling of, and consequent damage to, the actual sheets. 
_ Would it be possible for the BSBI, acting in conjunction with museums and herbaria 

to devise a "British Standard" herbarium label? This could be printed on paper backed 
with pancake dry gum, and an interleaf of one-time carbon inserted between it and a 
thin card, all three being bound together as a unit. The top would then form the label 
for the relevant sheet, and the bottom copy could be filed in a card irtdex. 

Such labels could be produced in bulk by the Society and rold to institutions as well 
as to those members who 111aintain herbaria. This would bring a degree of uniformity into 
the labelling of specimens as well as creating an efficient information retrieval system. 
· Of course this does not guarantee that all the information asked for on the label got 

ftlled in, but at least the blank spaces would act as a reproachful spur to memory! 

ROBIN STEVENSON, 13 Brookside Gardens, SUNDERLANp, Tyne &.Wear. 

HERBARIUM LABELS AND INDEX 

Referring to Robin Stevenson's plea for a standard herbarium label combined with 
an index card, I have selious doubts whether such a label would fmd general acceptance 
and whether it would fulflll modem information needs. This is not to deny the attraction 
of Mr. Stevenson's idea, but we must consider the limitations that might curtail its 
usefulness if it were adopted and put into practice. 

The following remarks are based upon experience gained in cataloguing more than 
20,000 herbarium specimens. 

A standard label can restrict the amount of information recorded because of its 
limited size, and because only a few headin_gs are prescribed on it. Full documentation 
requires an AS (210mm x 148mm) record form, which is too large in the original to be 
used as a herbarium label..However, used as a written record to accompany a specimen, 
such a form can be devised so that a reduced version can be printed in 12-point typeface 
from an office word-processor or mini-computer. 

The use of a carbon copy index card is restricted by the fact that a set of cards can be 
arranged in only one sequence, e.g. by Dandy number or by grid square or by vice county, 
etc. Finally, the introduction of a standard label of conventional type would not resolve 
the greater problem of making available existing herbarium data. 

With the latter objective in view a project to catalogue all our British vascular plant 
specimens has been in progress at Birmingham City Museum (BIRA) since June 1979. It 
involves flrstly, transcribing the original collector's labels and annotations on to a standard 
form arranged by subject headings and secondly, typing into a computer keyboard to 
permit automatic sorting, selection, arrangement and printing of catalogues and indexes. 
A full account will be published in due course (computer input will flnish in June 1981), 
but readers may like to know that our standard form is size AS and contains no less than 
20 headings. This is necessary to accommodate the miscellany of information that the 
nineteenth century collector recorded and the additional data needed to create a modern 
biological record. A copy of this form can be supplied on receipt of a stamped addressed 
envelope. 

The system we are operating would very easily deal with the accessionofnew specimens 
and the mini-computer in use here offers far more versatile indexing than any carbon 
duplicate. On printing-out from the mini-computer (in typeface quality equal to electric 
typewriter), the data can be neatly condensed to label size while at the same time producing 
multiple copies as index 'cards'. 

I would suggest adoption of recOid forms prL"lted in books on tear-out pages with 
interleaved carbon for the collector to retain. Initially however, some tried and tested 
schemes should be examined to discover the best formula for recording. 

DRB.A. SED DON, Keeper,Nat. Hist. Dep't,City Museums and Art Gallery,BIRMINGHAM 
B3 3DH. 
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An enzyme technique for the rapid preparation of osteological specimens 

by Clem Fisher and George Mclnnes, Merseyside County Museums. 

Merseyside County Museums deal with much archaeological bone material, 
especially bird remains, from the north-west area. To provide comparative 
specimens we are continually adding to the reference collection of skeletal 
material held in this museum and have been, for the last six months, 
experimenting with various enzyme techniques. We have now developed a 
system which seems to produce satisfactory results and is both speedy and 
simple to operate. 

The first problem was to devise a system for dealing with the fumes produced 
by the enzyme degradation as the preparation area is adjacent to offices and 
research collections. The apparatus was installed in the Taxidermy skinning 
room, which already had an efficient air extraction unit, and this has now 
been supplemented by an electric air freshener. These together reduced the 
smell to a level which can be tolerated, even by our non-zoologist neighbours. 

We use a stainless-steel bath, actually an old aquarium filtration unit, with 
a base sloping down to the outlet (see diagram). A plastic bath would be 
easier to clean and less vulnerable to corrosion but it would possibly have 
been distorted by our heating system. A plug is fitted to the outlet in 
the bath and a pipe leads from here straight into the drainage channel in 
the skinning room, over which the bath stands. An electric stirrer (constructed 
from an old gramophone motor to which was attached a stirring spindle fitted 
with extra plastic blades) is fixed to the side of the bath and set to run 
at 78 r.p.m. Two lOO watt heaters are fitted to the base of the bath with 
suction caps and a thermostat, set at 37°C and fixed to the outside of the 
bath and checked by an accurate thermometer suspended in the liquid. 

The bath is filled to about four inches below the top with water, to which 
lOOgm of dry Pancreatin/lOO litres was added when the bath reached the 
correct temperature. 

When set up, the bath is obviously a haven for germs and we use gloves and 
masks while working, disinfecting ourselves thoroughly afterwards. The 
surface of the bath tends to become covered with a thick layer of mould 
(somewhat like chamois leather) after a few days - this can be removed in 
large pieces with a pair of long-handled forceps. A lid will reduce the 
health hazard but slows the enzyme action. 

Preparation of specimen 

1. Defrost completely, rough-flesh as far as possible and boil in water. 
A few minutes is enough for small mammals and passerines, up to half an 
hour for very large specimens. 

2. Rough-flesh further and divide joints. Pull the skin off the toes of 
mammals as far as possible, score those of birds heavily with a scalpal. 

3. Form a suitably sized bag out of fine mesh material. We find nylon 
stocking is best for the lighter specimens as it can be cut and tied 
easily and has a mesh too fine for the smallest bone to fall through. 
For heavier bones that might tear stocking,we use hand-sewn bags cut 
from nylon aquarium filter mesh (polyester monofil, 40" wide). 

Biology Curator's Group Newsletter,~,l981 



/1., Place the bones in the bag, tie the mouth and hang from the sides of the 
bath or from supports (dowelling etc) placed over the top. Label each 
bag with water-proof (and enzyme-proof!) card and ink. We use plastic­
coated card and "Rotring" pen. 

5. Check contents every other day, removing delicate bones (e.g. bird skulls) 
if they show signs of deterioration. Generally small birds and mammals 
should be clean after about 5 days; a duck or crow will take about 8. 
We have yet to use the bath for the really large mammals. The only 
problem we envLsage is the increased odour level and duration of immersion. 

6. Remove the bag from the bath and wash under tap to rinse away the tissue, 
now soup-like, remaining inside. Turn the contents into a container and 
wash again, using a sieve if necessary. 

7. Boil specimen for a few minutes (longer for larger specimens) in a 
solution of Boots' "Nappy Cleanse" and sodium perborate which will help 
clean and degrease the bones - keeping an eye open for overflowing foam! 
Clean off any remaining pieces of cartilage - we prefer to use dental 
tools as the bone is slightly soft from immersion and easily damaged. 

8. Degrease further (usually necessary). We find this a great problem as 
commercial powders tend to leave a deposit on the bone and are not very 
efficient; we are loathe to use the various carcinogens such as 
carbon tetrachloride, benzene-based products, etc., that we have heard 
do work! Does anybody know of an alternative?* 

9. The sodium perborate solution will have already bleached the bones to 
some extent - we use a 10% solution of hydrogen peroxide to bleach them 
further if necessary. 

10. Wash well in cold water and spread out to dry on white blotting paper. 

Polyester Monofil (PES 574 mesh width) Polymon G.G.: John Staniar, Sherborne 
Street, Manchester, Ml3 FD. 

Pancreaton, Sodium perborate, Hydrogen peroxide: Oakes Eddon and Co. Ltd., 
Dryden Street, Liverpool 5. 

Electric Air Freshener; Zal-Air Electric: Sterling Industrial, Chapeltown, 
Sheffield, 830 4YP. 

Nappy Cleanse: Commonly found at branches of Boots the Chemists. 

l'~Edi tor 1 s Note: At Bolton we use "Inhibisol" which is 1.1. 1. Trichloroethane 
(not Trichloroethylene!). It is non-flammable but whilst ideal for degreasing 
skins is not as efficient with bone material. It can be obtained from 
Blastobell Paints and Chemicals Ltd., Bassington Industrial Estate, 
Cramlington, Northumberland. 
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stainless steel tank 21 ~-~8 x -17 (inches) deep 

electric stirrer 
thermometer 

water lever-

thermostat 

____ .... 
sloping base 

• 
1 '4 inch waste 

Dexion stand 

PREPARING ARTHROPOD SKELETONS 
The use of enzyme baths and general rotting are a well known way of producing vertebrate skeletons, 

have just received a reprint describing a sophistication for invertebrates:- Dartevelle, Marlier & 
Marlier (1980) 'Mise en evidence de 1'anatom1e externa des arthropodes par digestion bacterienne des 

organes internes' Annates Soc, r. Zool. Belg.,l09 (1979);29- 30. 

The skeletons of insects and small crustacea were cleared of flesh In about a week by use of a 

strain of Bacillus subtilis which had a particularly strong activity on protein substrates. The 

technique was found preferable to maceration with caustic potash if delicate parts were required for 

examination because of the considerable distortion the latter treatment normally produces, 

Of course, having prepared your skeleton, you then have the task of deciding Its ultimate fate. 

cabinet-skin or a mount! 

lan Wallace, Merseyside County Museums, Liverpool 
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ORNITHOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS IN THE BOTANIC GARDENS MUSEUM, SOTHPORT 

Recent cataloguing work at the Botanic Gardens Museum, Southport, based 
on MDA cards, has brought to light considerable data on the collections 
of birds and eggs. Most of this is in the form of labels associated with 
the specimens, though there is a published catalogue of the principal 
collection of mounted birds.l In all there are 500 skins, 2917 eggs and 
28 nests. 322 species are represented, though only 177 as skins. Most 
of the latter represent birds shot by a local wildfowler, D. D. Pennington 
(1885-1938) who donated his collection to the museum just before his 
death. However the egg collections are the work of a number of collectors, 
mainly the Edwards family who appear to have lived at Roundhay near Leeds~ 
and who also contributed to a collection of molluscs now housed in the 
Botanic Gardens Museum. I would be grateful for any information relating 
to the listed collectors, particularly the Edwards family. 

Reference 

Pennington~ D. D. (1918) Catalogue of Birds in the Collection of D. D. 
Penningtou., Birkdale. Southp_?rt Society of Natural Science. Appendix to 
the R~ort, 1917-18. 

Name 

Angus, w c 

Arnold, E P B 

Bazeley, A 

Blundell, R 

Britton, H 

Brown, T 

Devvan, D 

!iidwards, E 

Edwards, EM 

Wdwar<1s, F A 

Edwards, J G 

Ji~dwa rds, L A 

l<idwa rds, L M 

1~ggle s, ? 

Ferguson, J 

LIST OF COLLECT_c:B_q REPRESENTED 

Dates 

1867 

1833 

1919 

1907 

1910-13 

1921 

1858 

1904-22 

1870-71 

1909 

1904-21 

1915-20 

1906-18 

1913 

1921 

411 

Collecting areas 

Aberdeenshire 

Natal 

south:port 

SW Lancs. 

Yorks., Cumbria 

Cumbria 

North Uist 

Yorks., Cumbria, Isle of Man, Suffolk, 

Lancashire 

Kent, Suffolk 

Yorks. 

Yorks., Suffolk, Cumbria, Isle of Man, 

LAncashire 

Yorks., Cumbria 

Yorks., Lincolnshire 

surrey 

St Kilda 



----~-----

---------~-----

r<:a me 

Goodm:::n, T 

Gordon, ,J G 

Halsall, T 

Hilton, F 

Kelly, A 

Kelly, ,J 

Kitchen, !v: 

Kup, R 

N:annell, c 
Palsson, . ~ ~ 

\''. 

Dates 

1906 

1902 

1914 

1919 

1912-19 

1914 

1923 

1909-10 

1909 

p 1917-20 

Collectinp areas 

Hampshire 

Iceland 

SW T.Jancs. 

? 

Aberdeenshire, Sutherland 

Fair Isle 

Yorks. 

Shetland 

Dorset 

Iceland? 

Pennington, D.D.1899-1918 Lancs., Yorks., Cumbria, Norfolk, 
Orkneys, Staffordshire, N. Wales, Hants. 

Re id, A 1909 Ails8 Craig, Dumfriesshire 

Rule, T 1902 Cumbria 

Ryding, J 1930 SV'l Lancashire 

Warren, ? 1909 Yorks. 

Warren, G 1906-18 Yorks., Suffolk, Kent 

Warren, J 191L~ Yorks. 

VVilding, G 1897-1901 South:pcrt 

Witherington, G 1907 Sutherland 

Keeper of Wuseums 

Botanic Gardens Museum 

Church town 

Sou thport, l\~erseys ide, PR9 7NB 
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NIGHT RAIDS AT THE HORNI.MAN 

Recently the Natural History Department at the Horniman Museum gained a 
new and enthusiastic type of v~s~tor. Unfortunately these keen would-be 
naturalists were inclined to visit outside the normal opening hours, 
possibly carrying large sacks labelled SWAG. We had no less than four 
attempted or successful thefts within a four week period. 

The first incident was a theft of birds' eggs from inside the museum. We 
have a complex alarm system and night security staff, yet two persons 
unknown managed to enter, because the relevant alarm chose that moment to 
malfunction. The thieves tried to kick in the front of the egg showcase 
(we had footprints to prove it) but the 1906 vintage plate glass resisted. 
Eventually they managed a small hole in the side of the case, and reached 
in, risking sliced arteries from the edges of the glass. 

Most of the eggs had been glued down in 1954, so the thieves broke as 
many as were removed whole. All in all around 40 eggs were broken or 
taken whole, ranging from quite common species to the inevitable ospreys. 
It is probable that the osprey eggs were the main reason for the visit, 
but due to the glue, both were broken, though the thieves took the fragments. 

Okay, I'm sure everyone is smugly saying that it served us right for 
displaying birds' eggs. I agree, but I inherited the display and had 
already set wheels in motion to remove it. The wheels simply didn't 
move fast enough; because there had always been an egg display in that 
case, and there had never been any problems before. 

The aftermath of the theft led to the problem of valuation. I know that no 
decent, clean-living curator/keeper should sully his/her lips by asking 
about black market values of eggs. BUT how do you explain this to the 
Catford cops, who are more used to sorting out actual bodily harm? Eggs 
have no real value in law, as they cannot be sold legally without a Home 
Office licence. Yet, in the right market certain eggs can be sold illegally 
at inflated prices. So it was difficult to convince the police and security 
staff that birds' eggs are potentially worth stealing, and do require to 
be kept in secure conditions. It would be helpful if some official body 
(perhaps BCG?) could comment on the relative values and 'stealability' of 
Natural History specimens. * 
The second incident occurred about a week later over the next weekend. The 
museum had a small external display case containing three mounted fresh­
water fishes in a surprise encounter with a lobster. At some stage on 
Sunday night, someone unscrewed the back of the case, and neatly removed 
the fishes. (The lobster disintegrated and was left behind). This was 
clearly theft, not vandalism, but the police were still politely 
unconvinced that anyone might wish to buy a stuffed fish for real money. 
The local press became very excited, particularly when I mentioned the 
possibility that the skins might have been prepared using arsenical soap, 
but no trace of the fishes was found. 

Over a week passed by without excitement. Then some enthusiast tried to 
batter his way into the Natural History hall (via the fire doors) in the 
wee small hours. The doors resisted ( - well, it is a listed building - ) 
and the prospective visitor ran away, bleeding slightly from the encounter 
with the doors. We thought the experience would discourage him, but no so. 

The next Friday night he returned bearing a metal anti-parking bollard to 
use as a battering ram. The doors withstood this further onslaught, and 
he cut himself more severely than before. This time he was almost caught 



by security staff as he fled, bleeding dramatically. 

Things have been quite peaceful of late (if you don't count the lead 
thieves on the roof •.••••. but that's another story). Perhaps our 
unconventional nature lover is nursing his lacerations and biding his 
time. Meanwhile, we have removed the rest of the eggs to a safe place, 
and decided to use the external showcase for posters. 

All the incidents may be quite unconnected; it could be that the publicity 
for the first theft triggered off the later attempts. But if an anaemic 
and somewhat scarred individual offers you a cheap carp or some cracked 
eggs - be warned, it could be our visitor. The local police have had no 
success in tracing the thief or thieves, and so I doubt we shall see the 
specimens again. As a consolation prize a local primary school gave us a 
very large, unidentified and UNBLOWN egg of uncertain age. If the thief 
calls again, I think we might have a suitable present for him ••••••• 

Penny Wheatcroft, 
Horniman Museum, London Road, Fore~&: Hill, London, SE23 3PQ. 

p.s. Needless to say that none of the stolen specimens bore distinguishing 
tnarks etc., so we would have difficulty proving ownership. 

* Editor's note: perhaps an important element concerning the valuation of 
items like birds' eggs is the question of insurance. Can 
a curator make an insurance claim following the loss or 
breakage of birds' eggs? If he does make a claim is he or 
she breaking the law?: 

FREEZE-DRYING ARCHAEOLOGISTS 

This meeting will be held on Thursday, 7 May 1981 at the Institute of 
Archaeology, London, and will cover various aspects of the theory and 
practice of freeze-drying. The provisional programme consists of 
contributions from suppliers of freeze-driers on the theory of the 
process and the technology involved, and also lectures by various 
conservators who regularly use or have adopted freeze-drying techniques 
and machines to suit their own particular problems. 

Among the speakers who have been approached are Jacqui Watson, Jim Spriggs, 
Howard Murray, Edwards High Vacuum and, if the finances can be arranged, 
a speaker from Copenhagen. 

A finalised programme should be available before Christmas and those 
interested in attending should contact Mark Norman, City Museum, Queen's 
Road, Bristol, BS8 lRL. 

Half-price for member~ 

The issue of the Journal of the Societ of Natural 
History (Vol. 9 part 4 mentioned in the last Newsletter can be obtained 
at half price (i.e. £10.00) by members of BCG. This concession, available 
also to Geological Curators' Group members, is allowed to us as joint 
sponsors of the Conference on the History of Museums and Collections in 
Natural History. It is the papers read at that conference which fill the 
305 pages of this part. 



British Vascular Plant Collection of the Ulster Museum by Paul Hackney. 

A brief history of the vascular plant herbaria now housed in the Ulster 
Museum has been published already (Hackney 1972). Briefly the present 
herbarium (BEL) consists of collections from four institutions/organisations --Belfast Natural History & Philosophical Society (founded 1821); Belfast 
Museum & Art Gallery (formed 1905 - it acquired the two society herbaria 
c.l910); Queen's University, Dept. of Botany (founded as Queen's College, 
Belfast in 1845). The Belfast Museum & Art Gallery (~) became the 
Ulster Museum in 1963 and it acquired the Queen's University herbarium 
(BFT) in 1968. The present herbarium now consists of an estimated 60,000 
specimens, 

Hackney's (1972) account concentrates on the collections of Irish provenance 
which naturally receive greater attention and use. However recent 
reorganisation of the herbarium has directed the attention of the curating 
staff towards those specimens whose provenance is other than Irish. Of 
these non-Irish specimens about half are from Great Britain, largely 
collected by British (as distinct from Irish) botanists. This British 
herbarium (as distinct from the Irish and Foreign sections) includes an 
estimated 8,000 specimens of pteridophytes and angiosperms. 

The botanists resident in the north of Ireland whose collective efforts 
have built up the herbarium have done little or no collecting outside 
Ireland (and this confined mainly to Ulster), with some exceptions. This 
means that there is relatively little material in the herbarium of British 
provenance which is "original" material as opposed to material acquired 
through exchange from collectors in Gt. Britain. The more important 
exceptions to the rule are T. H. Corry, C. H. Waddell, S, A. Bennett, 
C. D. Chase, F. H. W. Kerr, and, more recently, M. P. H. Kertland. 
For convenience a brief account of these collectors follows. 

Thorn~-~ _!!.ughes Corrl' 1859-1883 

b. Belfast, educated Royal Belfast Academical Institute and Queen's 
College, Belfast. Subsequently entered Gonville and Caius College, 
Cambridge. Became Assistant Curator of Cambridge University Herbarium. 
His British specimens are principally dated 1881-1883 and are mostly 
from the counties of Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire and Norfolk, with a 
few other counties (e.g. Cornwall) represented. Died 1883, drowned in 
Lough Gill, Sligo. Included in his collection in BEL are plants 
collected by Richard Francis Towndrow of Malvern LTrik (1845-1937). 

Rev. Coslett Herbert Waddell 1858-1919 

b. Magheralin [= Maralin] Co. Down; educated Trinity College, Dublin; 
rector at Saintfield and Greyabbey (both Co. Down). Secretary of the 
Moss Exchange Club 1896-1903. He was resident at or near Kendal, 
Westmorland in the 1890s, the provenance of some of his British specimens. 
Other counties represented are Yorkshire, Sussex, Worcestershire, Nottingham­
shire, all dated in the 1900s. Herbarium donated to Queen's University 
by his widow in 1919. 

SteEhen Allen Bennett 1868-1934 

b. Burslem,Staffs. Cousin of Arnold Bennett, the "Five Towns" novelist. 
Science teacher at Campbell College Belfast 1898-1926, a friend and 
colleague of C. D. Chase (q.v.). His herbarium of about 4,000 sheets 
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contains specimens from Staffordshire, N. Wales, Derbyshire etc., as well 
as the north of Ireland. Died at Burslem, buried at Lawton, Cheshire. 
Herbarium acquired by Ulster Museum from Campbell College in 1972. 

Corrie Denew Chase 1878-1965 

b. Keswick, Cumberland. Language teacher at Campbell College, Belfast 
1905-59. Travelled extensively and frequently on the continent - his 
herbarium of about 4,000 sheets is mainly continental. His herbarium was 
handed over to Mr. P. Paice of Methodist College who donated it to the 
Ulster Museum in 1970. 

Rev. Frederick Hugh Woodhams Kerr 1885-1958 

b. Cerne Abbas, Dorset, d. Hazaribegh, India. His British plants in 
BEL are dated cl934, mostly from Devon, but the bulk of his herbarium is 
frOm Co. Tyrone and India. The following biographical note has been kindly 
supplied by Dr. G. Gillespie of Ballygawley, Co. Tyrone, who collaborated 
with Kerr in preparing a Flora of Tyrone (unpublished). 

As well as his herbarium there are also five notebooks containing his plant 
records from vice counties 5, 6, 9, 17, 32, 33, 34, 38, 40, 55, several 
Irish counties and India. The British records are dated c.1925. 

"Frederick Hugh Woodhams Kerr was son of Dr. E. Kerr of Dorchester, who 
had himself come from the Irish mid-lands. In 1907 he took his degree 
at Trinity (Dublin) obtaining a Senior Moderatorship in Ethic and Logic. 
He was ordained in 1907 and became Curate in Southwark and later in Rugby. 
He left this to go to the Dublin University Mission at Hazaribegh in Bihar, 
India. During the first World War he became an Army Chaplain and saw 
service in Italy. After the war he returned to Hazaribegh where in 1928 
he married a fellow worker - daughter of the Rev. Joseph Chamney of 
Dormiskin. In 1928 they returned to Ireland and he became Curate-in-charge 
of Arboe, Co. Tyrone. Mrs. Kerr died about 1948 and in 1951 he returned 
to Hazaribegh. His heart was giving trouble and in 1951 he returned to 
Ireland and took up a curacy in Galway, but his heart was in India and 
again he returned to Hazaribegh in February 1953, and there he died May 
19, 1958 during a very trying drought. A very keen botanist, he was 
meticulous in his work going over and over a specimen and then if it was 
something rare sending it on to some of his extensive range of friends at 
Kew or the British Museum where I believe they have a collection of his 
Indian Plants. Personally he was a delightful man, shy, humourous, 
with an old world preciseness that was enhanced by his always wearing the 
little white bow tie that one sees in Victorian Clerical photographs. 
His energy was amazing. On his last voyage back to India - at an advanced 
age and with a bad heart, he wrote me with delight that owing to Suez 
the ship had had to go via the Cape and he had got to the top of Table 
Mountain and found Proteaceae new to him. In a letter just before his 
death - he had joined up with a Jain pilgramge in order to get to some 
Sacred Mountain where he had never botanised. 

An Elder brother - a medical man - went to Siam where he became a distinguished 
botanist." 

Miss M. P. H. Kertland 1902 -

Educated Queen's University, Belfast. Junior Lecturer Q.U.B. in Botany 
1938-48. Appointed Curator Q.U.B. herbarium (herb. BFT) in c.l948. Editor 



* 

of Irish Naturalists' Journal 1947-1976. British herbarium material mostly 
from Scotland, 1950s-1960s. Also much foreign material - E. African, 
N. America, Europe. 

The Queen's University herbarium also acquired, in 1918, a large number 
of specimens from Charles Bailey (1838-1924). The principal collection of 
Bailey plants is at herb MANCH and it is presumed that those in BFT are 
duplicates. Most of the material is foreign (Europe and Middle-East) and 
collected by others, but there is a not inconsiderable number of sheets 
of British specimens collected by Bailey himself. Much of the Bailey 
collection has only recently been mounted. 

The remaining collectors are principally represented as exchange material. 
The oldest British specimens are represented in the Queen's University 
collection, dating from the 1840s and 1850s and were probably acquired 
about that time. The majority of specimens, however, fall into the period 
1880-1920 and seem to have been acquired by various local botanists 
notably S, A. Stewart, the Belfast Naturalists' Field Club, the Belfast 
Natural History & Philosophical Society and C. H. Waddell. They were 
acquired either by personal arrangement or thorugh one of the exchange clubs. 

The list that follows is a compilation of the collectors' names that 
appear on the herbarium labels most frequently,i.e., collectors represented 
by only a few sheets do not appear. 

REFERENCES 

Desmond, R. 1977. Dictionary of British & Irish Botanists & Horticulturists, 
London. 

Hackney, P. Notes on the Vascular Plant Herbarium of the Ulster Museum 
Ir. Nat. J., 17(7); 230-233. 

Approx. Dates Vice Counties 
(C = Channel Islands) 

Charles Cardale Babington 

Charles Bailey (incl. several 
other collectors) 
John Hutton Balfour 
William Charles Barton 

John Gilbert Baker 

Arthur Bennett 

Stephen Allen Bennett 

1840's 

1840's 
1914/17 

1860's 

1870's 

1920's 

29,90 

21 
11,26,48,13,10 

62,65 

15,16,17,70 

39,49,57,48,17, Yorks 

**·r. Butler 1846-1880's 10,40,55 

Andrew Brotherston 1870's 80 

Spencer Henry Bickham 1890's 1900's 15,36,37,39 

Henry Bromwich 1880's 38 

**T.B. Bell 1830's 40? 

Corrie Denew Chase 1920-1950 c, 1, 2 
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**'r. P. Curnow 

**McTaggart Cowan Jr. 
* Thomas Hughes Corry 

George Claridge Druce 

* Joseph Dickinson 

* Botanical Soc. of Edinburgh 
including: 

Christopher Edround Broome 

Joseph B. French 

Rev.William Hincks 

George Lawson 

Robert Maulkin Lingwood 

**I.. Rabenhorst 

James Mitchell MD 

John Thomas Irvine Syme 

Jolm Fraser MD 

Alfred Fryer 

* William Gardiner 

Henry & James Groves 

** J.E. Griffith (of Bangor) 

George Goode 
(incl. plants by R.H. Goode) 

** Paul Hackney 

Frederick Janson Hanbury 

William Marsden Hind 

** John Heslop-Harrison 

**A. Hosking 

George Alfred Holt 

Srunuel Holker Haslam 

Arthur Reginald Horwoood 

Fredk. Hugh Woodhams Kerr 

**Mary Patricia Happer Kertland 

Rev. Augustin Ley 

Frederick Arnold Lees 

1870's 

1900's 
1880's 

1840's 

1830's - 40's 

1870's 

1898-1915 

1840's 

1870's -90's 

1880's 

1880's 1890's 
1900's 

1967 -

1890's 

1880's 

1940's 

1880's - 90's 

1880's 

? 

1900's 

1920's - 1930's 

1950's - 60's 

1870-1910 

1870's 

.418 

4 

88 
27,28,29,31 

58 

7,8 

105, 106 

59 

20 

Dundee 

5,6 

no locations 

56 

Lanes, 82 

39 

29, 31. Potamo2eton only 

90, 92, 93 

many cos. 

? 

48,29 

49,59 

107, 108 

? 

Hebrides etc. 

29,36,58 

Bristol area 

55 

3,4 (and others?) 

Scotland 

many cos. 

Yorks 



,Jose ph Edward Little 

Rev. Edward Francis Linton 

Rev. wm. Richardson Linton 

,John Harbord Lewis 

** T.P. Lucas 

~~A. Melvin (of Malvern) 
(assoc. with S.A. Stewart herbm.) 

Rev. Edward Shearburn Marshall 

Symers Macdonald Macvicar 

Rev. William Hunt Painter 

Ida Mary Rope:r.· 

Rev. Harry Joseph Riddelsdell 

H J. T. Robin son 

Arthur Wilson Stelfox 

Charles Edgar Salmon 

Alexander Somerville 

* John Thomas Irvine Syme 

William Andrew Shoolbred 

* Scottish, anonymous collector 

Richard Francis Towndrow 

** George Taylor (det. J.E.Dandy) 

Sir Charles Wyville Thomson 

**Miss D.E. de Vesian 

William Booth Waterfall 

James Alfred Wheldon 

Rev. Coslett Herbert Waddell 

James Walter White 

Charles Waterfall 

** Mary McCallum Webster 

* Hewett Cottrell Watson 

Anthony Hurt Wolley-Dod 

Albert Wilson 

** Not in Desmond (1977) 

c1910 

1880-1920 

1880's - 90's 

1880's 

1860's 

1860's 

1880-1917 

1890's 

1870's - 1900's 

c.1910 

1900's 

1950-1960 

1890's 

1890's 

1840's 

1890's 

c.1840-50 

1880's -90's 

1940's- SO's 

1850's 

1950's - 60's 

1870's 

1880's 

1890's - 1900's 

1880-1916 

1890's 

1960's 

1840's ? 

c.1900 

1890's ? 

20 

9,27,28 

31,57 

59 

31 

Malvern area, 15/16 

many cos. 

97,88 

5,6,40,57,38 

6 

23,41 

Ben Lawers area 

5, Perths. 98 

96 

82 

Inverness, 35,90 

Clova, Arran, Eden etc. 

36,37 

many cos. Potamogeton only 
BM duplicates 

Galloway 

3,4 

Yorks 

Yorks, Sussex, 69,37 

6,34 

61 

Aliens 

several cos. 

several cos. 

60, 

* Aaquired by Queen's University , probably before 1860 
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BOOK REVIEW 

MAMMALS OF THE SHEFFIELD AREA by Valerie Clinging and Derek 
Whiteley 

This booklet, published by the Sorby Natural History Society and 

Sheffield City Museums, is the result of six years intensive survey 

of mammals in the Sheffield area by the authors and others, and draws 

together a vast amount of information collected in the field, and extracted 

from published literature, records, notebooks, manuscript material 

and museum specimens. The geographical area covered comprises 

some 1500 km. squares centred on Sheffield and includes examples of 

most inland British habitats, ranging from the high peat moorlands 

of Kinder Scout to the lowland fen of Potteric Carr. 

For each species there is a synopsis of past and present status, and 

a distribution map. It is pleasing to see an overlay provided for use with 

the latter, indicating major towns and river system, solid geology and 

altitude. A very comprehensive bibliography is provided, and the quality 

of the publication is enhanced by pen and ink drawings by members of 

the Museums Natural Sciences Staff. 

Altogether an excellent booklet, informative, and attractively and thought­

fully produced. The Society and the Museum deserve our congratulations 

on setting such high standards in tres:;publications, and the present work will 

serve as a model for any other Museum preparing a publication relating 

to distribution studies. The price makes the Mammals of the Sheffield 

Area even more desirable - a mere 75p ( + 18p postage) from The City 

Museum, Weston Park, Sheffield. 

Peter Davis November 1980 

University of wales, Cardiff Zoological Collections 

As an addition to the previous issue of the Newsletter (B.C.G.1980 

2( 8) ) , it is perhaps worth noting that the J)epartrnent •)f Zoology, 

University of Wales,Cardiff possesses a small spirit teaching collection 

which a.t one time contained specimens from important collections e.g. 

H.M.S. Challenger l1872-76). The British Museum (Natural History) 

presented,in 1899, 23 Challenger specimens including probable paratypes 

of Gucumaria insolens Th~el, c. serrata Th~el, Leuconia multiformis 

Pol~jaeff,Ophiolebes scorteus Lyman, and Polyeunoa laevis M'Intosh. 

These were apparently returned with other material in the late 1960's. 

A rapid visit in 197U confirmed that no Challenger material remained. 

Peter Lingwood. 

420 



Reproduced by kind permission of the Editor of Design (August 1980, pp~H-49) 

RIGIN OF 
THE 
SPECIES 
Innovation and imagination were 
the qualities that won this year's 
museum of the year award for the 
Natural History Museum. Gi!es 
Velarde looks at its new exhibition 
on evolution 

dard of finish is very hrgh, almost to the 
point of being overdesigned, but the 
enclosing of both the graphics and the 
exhibits in immense glass cases is in­
tended to pay off in permanence and low 
maintenance costs. On the other hand 
there must be doubt that the question and 
answer presentation. which is set this 
time at '0' level standard, will remain 
interesting for long enough to justify its 
Fort Knox construction. The entrance 
feature- a nude albino couple <Jt the top of 
thu LJrCdt st<wcase rs .1 m<l(Jilrfrcent 
dr;1w, but once rnsldl~. you ilre 111 a 
compulsory push-button seqLH~nce whrch. 
I suspect. will prove ult1rnatoly tiresome 
and whrch c;:m certamly be demoralising (if 
you fail to pay attention rn test 1 .1 you will 
feel stupid in test 1.2 and will wmd up 
confronted by the computer humourlessly 
dism1ssing your failures at the end of the 
exam) In this way. enjoyable exploration 
has been replaced by dry d1dacticrsm. 

The lrghtlng is superb; spotlights on a 
high. unobtrusive frJme bnnhtly ilium mate 
the d1splays w1th great economy. There 
has hL~L~Il a del1berate attr:rnpt to respect 
the budd1r1q dnd 1t has p<Hll<llly succeeded 

1 w1th tlw cor1sultatrvo hr:lp of S1r Huqh 

Two great basilicas straddle the south­
ern end of London's appropriately 

named Exhibition Road: the Vrctona and 
Albert and the Natural History museums. 
Both command immense numbers of 
visitors and no matter which high priest is 
in residence their attendance remains 
roughly the same. 

While the design of the V & A's 
permanent galleries remains firmly rooted 
in the nineteenth century, its policy leans 
towards show busil'ess: it has a con­
trnuous programme of temporary exhibi­
tions whrch are partially financed by the 
public. The Natural History museum, by 
contrast, rs dedicated to education. so 
financial return rs not sought and the 
number of visrtors has no commercial 
srgnific;,nce The aim is to make it 'an 
exciting place where the layman can enjoy 
exploring and discovering natural history.' 

Before the beginning of the 'sixties. 
when museums first came into contact 
with desrgners. most museum-goers had 
to explore before they could discover 
anythmg. Those who went to the Natural 
History museum found a man-made jun­
gle of•stuffed tigers. toucans and whales 
m wh1ch they had to grope for mformat1on. 

Casson. one of the museum's trustees. 
The designers have rsolated all the bulky 
cases from the architecture and allowed 
visual access to the fine 'clerestory' 
windows and detailed brickwork. But 
forcing the exhrbition structure into the 
access gallery to make space between it 
and the fabric of the building has cramped 
its visitors and confined their view. 

Though the story follows a linear path 
through the exhibition, it is also developed 
through vertical paragraphs 1n a 1550mm 
b;md mounted 450mm above the floor. 
Because ma1nt;~rnrng a l1near flow has 
bccornc urffrcult. the deSI(Jilers have re­
sorted to arrows The trouble wrth this rs 
that an arrow IS such a famrlrar vrsual 
command that rt automatically demands 
attentron -on 1ts first appearance. For 
instance. rf a rrqht-porntrng arrow on the 
right of a panel rs the first thrng to catch 
your eye, you tend to bypass the informa­
tion to the left of rt. and thus lose the 
sequence of the exh1brtion. 

A rad1cal force rn a conservatrve en­
vironment. the public serv1ces departrnent 
of the museum has been put on to the 
defens1ve lt has publrshcd nurnPrCllJS 
redsont~d dr<JtiiTH~nts ;md rch~rt~nccc; 111 

Still, they had fun. They didn't when the 
museum began edging towards the twen­
tieth century with its Fossil Mammal 
gallery: despite its marvellous models. 
tableaux and dioramas, its single and 
disastrously high academic level and 1ts 
cumbersome design made it obsolete 
before its completion. 

The Natural History museum's exhibi­
tion. 'British Birds' was much more suc­
cessful, and. by the mid 'seventies. it had 
adopted methods heavily influenced by 
evaluation techniques which had origin­
ated in commercial museums in Mrl­
waukee and Chicago. The public services 
department set up an ambitious program­
me that rightly commanded the attention 
of all who were interested in museums. 
exhibitions and education. 

'Man's place in evolution' is the latest in 
this series. lt marks a major step forward 
in the evolution of the building from a 
museum into a natural science centre. But 
have the designers fulfilled their part in 
expressing this complex policy I Have they 
learnt from the trial-and-error techrques 
started wrth the Hall of Human Brology? 

No doubt about it, 'Man's place 1n 
evolution' is most professronal. The stan· 

support of rts activities. as will as statistics 
as proof of its success. All of this would be 
unnecessary if it weren't for the barrage of 
abuse levelled at it (by everybody except 
the general public). The department de­
serves to be allowed to get on with its 
method of expressing the museum's 
historic ideals. Time will prove it right or 
wrong. Still. its sensitivity to criticism is 
evident in the self-conscious atmosphere 
of its exhibitions. 

When communication designers spend 
their trme drafting rather than desrgnrng, 
deciding policy rather than applying 
method. then their exhibition work will 
tend to be academic and aloof. A warm 
and welcomrng atmosphere is the fun­
damental strength of any exhibition - rts 
importance cannot be overestimated. I 
feel that the Natural History museum 
needs to relax. to allow its desrgners and 
publrc more freedom and fun and thus 
produce exh1b1trons whrch will have more 
valuable. rf less definable. qualities than 
those they are constantly hav1ng to 
try to JUStify 

liH~ exhtbtti<HliS open frorn MotHI.ty to S;,t11rd;,y 
tJptwP<'n I 0,11n ;mc16prn :~ncl on ')tHHI.Jy 

bt'lweo~n!. ,tnd fiplll 



Register of Natural Science Collections in Northwest England 

Hancock, E. G. & Pettitt, C. W. (Editors) Manchester Museum, 1981. 

The details of museum collections from over seventy museums totally about 
1600 main entries are catalogued and cross indexed by subject and 
geographical origin. A consortium of natural history curators forming 
the Northwest Collection Research Unit have gathered the data over a 
period of two years. Originally the data were available through 
computerised retrieval but this has been found too unwieldy to satisfy 
the constant demands so the Register is now available as a publication. 
The full price of £6.00 includes postage and packing. The Register will 
be sent out from Easter 1981. Orders to be sent to E. G. Hancock, 
c/o Bolton Museum and Art Gallery, Le Mans Crescent, Bolton, BLl lSA, 
England, cheques and postal orders made payable to the Northwest Collection 
Research Unit (overseas subscribers, International Money Orders in Pounds 
Sterling, please). 

p.s. This is not free to BCG members and is not the same as the BCG Report 
No. 1 (A Survey of Zoological and Botanical material in Museums and related 
institutions of Great Britain, 1980) although some people appear to have 
this n1tsconception. The latter is available for £3.00. 

ICOM Meeting in r~~exico 

Those privileged few who could travel 
so far produced the following reports 
and contributed to the resolutions 
passed on for further consideration. 

We were the three Brits in the Natural History Committee, 
(which totalled about 60, give or take a few locals), Anne 
Clarke from South Kensington, Peter Morgan from the 
Principality (where else?), also representing Europe, and me 
from Tyneside (also representing the rest of England). We 
read two papers each which is six out of 18, so, considering 
the strong side fielded by the rest of the world, we did all . 
right. In fact we were quite proud of ourselves. There was a 
little trouble with the projector, Mexican carousels do 
strange things to some slides (1 think) and Mexican 
carousel operators do even stranger things to Mexican 
carousels (I know) and thats not a lot, especially when you 
really want them to do something and that was quite often. 
Apart from that tile hosts were super, remarkable people, 
the climate was comfortable, the smells, like the water, 
quite disgusting and tile whole incident something I would 
tl\lt h:ll'c missed for worlds. 

Tile' 1'\.lt\llal llistmy Committee wilicil met in tile Citv's 
tlc'II'ISil Natural llistory Museum, a series of huge concrete 
mule-hills linked by very hacienda-style open corridors 
twi\t paltns and ft1Untains, decided that through general 
cduc:ttion of the masses, we could persuade everyone not 
I<> lt>ilSt' up this. our only planet, save tile world from 
inlt'rn:lticHJal dl'IIHlcracy or communism, or whatever, and 
:1sl-- t'or 111ore llHlllCY to Jo it. I think I can just recognise 
\llll' oC out 1esolutions amongst those debated by the tlnal 
plenary session. That however, is another story. My final 
comn1ent must be on Senor ~1ontezuma. I do not know 
who did what to this chap, but it must have been pretty 
nasty, judging from the vicious revenge he took on yours 
truly :~1 ~.00 a.111. on I st i\ovcmbcr. 

Tu 11.1' r I 'I/ (11/ 

from ICOI.'f U.K. Ne sletter,No.l2 (Nov. 1980) 
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After the constant noise and pollution of Mexico Citv the 
clean air and tranquillity of the north Mexican desert- ,~as 
an ideal setting in which to relax and talk over the events of 
the week. 

'The Lucky Ten' of us flew with two staff from the 
Institute of Terrestrial Ecology to Torreon on the tlrst leg 
of our JOUrney to the Institute's Desert Field Station. At 
Torreon the party divided, tlve going on by small plane, the 
rest of us setting off by minibus on the four-hour journey 
first foll~wing the line of the railroad and then branching 
on to a d1rt track across a desert landscape reminiscent of 
scenes from the 'Magnificent Seven'. 

As a complete newcomer to deserts, my eyes darted from 
the strange and varied forms of desert plants to lizards that 
scuttled across t~1e track in front of us, and hawks wheeling 

· ovcr!.tead. Occaswnally we glimpsed the ear-tips of a jack­
rabbit and the flashing colours of a beautiful butterfly. 

At the Field Station Mrs Halftter and the staff welcomed us 
with a marvellous meal and while devouring a huge basket of 
crystallised fruit we discussed the work of the Field Station 
~n.d its role in the 'Man and the Biosphere' project of which 
1t IS a part. Lunch finally ended about 5 pm just in 'time for 
us to walk up a nearby hill to watch the sun set - a 
magical sight, looking over the vast desert plain below to 
the red glow that gradually disappeared behind distant 
mountains. 

Sunday gave us the opportunity to become more familiar 
with some of the desert wildlife: a variety of birds ranging 
from a golden eagle to tiny humming birds, a horned lizard 
and young, as well as the inevitable tarantulas and scorpions. 

A unc Clarkc 



RESOLUTIONS 

Adopted at the meeting of the International Committee of Natural History 
Museums 1n Mexico City on 29 October 1980 

Resolution 1 

Be it resolved that the International Committee of Natural Hisory Museums 
of ICOM continue its efforts to develop an International Code of Ethics 
for Natural History Museums throughout the world, and specifically that 
the basic document, presented at this meeting, be more widely distributed 
so that additional comments can be sought from museum colleagues not able 
to attend this meeting; that all who took part in this meeting be encour­
aged to prepare, in writing, specific comments for the use of the sub­
committee on ethics in their effort to revise the document; and, finally, 
that this sub-committee, after considering all comments, present a final 
draft of an International Code of Ethics for Natural History Museums at 
the next meeting of this ICOM Committee. 

Resolution 2 

Recognising the urgency of the present and projected loss of the world's 
heritage of natural habitats and species, described and undescribed; 

Recognising the vital role museums have in monitoring that loss; 

Realising that such environmental management, determined from ecological 
studies, can be biologically sound only if based on adequate taxonomic 
and systematic studies; 

Recognising that a number of reports have recently been published in various 
countries drawing attention to serious gaps in our knowledge of the biotas 
of major geographical regions and of habitats being destroyed or adversely 
affected; 

Recognising that the same reports note that the teaching and training of 
taxonomists is seriously insufficient for present and future requirements; and 

Recognising the essential and fundamental role of Natural History Museums 
and departments in providing adequate facilities through the collections 
and libraries for the present and future training of curators, taxonomists 
and systematics; 

Be it resolved that the International Cownittee of Natural History Museums 
of ICOM: 

1. Establish a working group to examine anew and to co-ordinate existing 
information on collections and future curatorial needs, especially those 
pertinent to the conservation of the world's natural resources, 

2. Urges all countries to institute or expand training programs ~n their 
natural history museums, departments and research institutes; and 

3. Urges countries to provide greater employment opportunities for 
biological taxonomists and systematists, especially in museums. 

Resolution '3 

The International Committee of Natural History Huseums of ICOM resolves that: 

1. Palaeontological collections should be in the charge of specialist 
curators. Huseums without such staff should seek advice, and should consider 
passing important collections to institutions where they will be properly 
curated. 

2. Organisations, such as Museums Associations and the International Council 
of Museums (TCOM), should bv urged to estabU sh courses for specialist 
training in all aspects of geological curating and specimen conservation. 

3. Type and other described and cited fossil specimens should be deposited 
in a reputable and publicly acct'ssible museum, and Editors of journals should 
accept papers for publication only when this condition is satisfied. Types 
should be made freely available [or research purposes; in some cases 
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preparation of such specimens may be necessary and if curators are in any 
doubt about granting permission they should consult other specialists 1n 
the field for advice. 

4, Museums with stated acquisition policies should be encouraged to make 
them widely known. 

5. Palaeontological sites and especially type sections, should be treated 
with respect through following recommended Codes of Conduct; where necessary 
sites should be protected by legislation to prevent over-collecting. 

6. In addition to computer technologies and data-formats, terminology and 
hierarchies require standardisation if computerised cataloguing techniques 
are to become widely used and effective for indexing and data-exchange in 
palaeontology. 

Resolution 4 

Recognising that museums have a fundamental role to play in environmental 
education, especially with respect to promoting the objectives of the World 
Conservation Strategy; and 

Recognising that there are an increasing number of museums that are developing 
exhibitions and education programs in the field of environmental education 
and that many more are keen to do so; 

Be it resolved that the Natural History Co1nmittee expresses its support of 
the vmrking group on Environmental Education formed at the May, 1979 meeting 
in Vienna whose role is to support and promote the work of museums in 
environmental education. 

The workin~ group's objectives include: 

1. Development of ways to encourage natural support and exchange of ideas, 

2. Promotion of co-operation and co-ordination between museums and other 
organisations involved in environmental education, e.g. the IUCN. 

3. Preparation of a series of brief guidelines to help those initiating 
projects of environmental education in museums. 

4. Encouragement of the development of joint proposals between museums J.n 
the field of environmental education. 

5. Provision of consultancy service to museums where needed. 

Resolution 5 

Recognising that many environments and biota of the world are undergoing 
destruction, and that the role of natural history museums is to preserve 
examples of such biota for the future. 

Be it resolved that the International Committee of Natural History Museums 
of ICOM recommends that: 

1. ICOM, UNESCO and other pertinent world organisations establish as an 
urgent priority the conservation of natural resources in endangered 
environments of the world; 

2. Natural History Museums and their programs be established 1n those areas 
where destruction constitutes a threat to natural patrimony; 

3. When the formation of new natural history museums is impossible, action 
be taken to implement the international co-operation necessary fot salvaging 
representative collections of flora and fauna for permanent preservation 
in pre-existing museums of natural hi.story. 

Resolution 6 

That the Jnternational Committcc of Natural llistory Museums adopt as a 
continuing project the compilation and diss<;mination of the histories of 
natural l1istory museums in ICOM's participating countries, each history to 
feature a narrative historical account, to include accompanying illustrations, 
diagrams of the "model(s)" of the museums showing the relationship between 
collecting, exhibiting, and educating; and a schematic synopsis of its 
initial design and exucution, and projected plans for the future. 
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HOW TO RESUSCITATE A LIZARD 

3. 

1. Scoop lizard from pool. 

2. Shake out lizard. 

Manage lizard's torso, applying on and 
off pressure, directry behind frontal legs. 

4. Apply mouth to mouth resuscitation 
to lizard's mouth, 

breathing slowly and forcefully. 

0 

' 



Handwriting Section 

This is a new venture designed to cover the handwriting and labelling styles 
of naturalists in order to assist identifying the origins of material. This 
issue begins with three conchologists of interest in the north west of England. 
The furtherance of this idea will rely on you lot out there (i.e. fellow 
colleages and members!) sending your editor material for inclusion. 

The GCG editor is considering starting a similar column in Geological Curator 
(nee GCG Newsletter) which should complement ours. The calligraphic 
consideration of labels can be an important part of curatorial work. The 
lead of such works as Horn & Kahler 'Dber entomologische Sammlungen' which 
illustrates many famous entomologists' labels needs to be followed. 

From a report on Mathew Dawes' Collection in Bolton Museum prepared by the 
Warrington conchologist Philip Pearsall Carpenter (1819-1877) - see 
B.C.G. Newsletter Vol. 1 Pt 3, page 3; Pt 9, page 15. 

From a presentation copy of Dyson, D (1850) The Lm1d and Freshwater she Us 
oj' the districts around Manchester with their 
particular localities to which are added 
instructions to collectors 

John Harrison (Manchester) XIX + 96pp. 

N.B. ':.'here i;; 'Javid Dyson's collectirm '? 
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Examples of the hand of J. W. Baldwin, from labels and h~s extensive 
notebooks, whose collections were acquired by Bolton Museum in 1912. 
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Collections & Information 

Sought 

ANY "FRESH" PASSENGER PIGEONS? 

The Institute for Avian Research would like to know of any possible Passenger 
Pigeon (Ectopis migratoris), whole or bits, preserved in "Cryonic suspension". 
As this is extremely unlikely, wet preserved material may be available ~n a 
museum in this country. Please contact The Director, Jeanguy Bisson, 
240 Pembina, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, CANADA. 

BIRD BONES FROM CAVES AND EXCAVATIONS 

I am researching into the field of birds in Pleistocene/Early Holocene 
deposits and hope to locate all surviving material from British sites of 
this period. 

During discussion with Dr. Harrison of the British Museum at Tring, he 
suggested I contact you with regard to the publicising of my aims - i.e. 
locating the remains, checking identifications, and bringing all the 
information together in an interpretative study. The major stumbling 
block is clearly the getting in touch with the numerous museums and 
private collections which may be housing bird bones from excavations 
often dating back several decades. It was suggested that an advertise­
ment in the journal of the Biology Curators Group would greatly facilitate 
this process. 

Sheila A. Sutherland, 
Department of Prehistory & Archaeology, 
The University of Sheffield. 

Information requested on collector - G. L. Hey 

In 1980 a donation was made to the Leicestershire Museums Service of a 
collection of 2,600 35rnrn colour transparencies by one G. L. Hey. They 
clearly represent a lifetime's work on the culture and propagation of 
exotic orchids. The whole collection is meticulously indexed and may 
have been a personal reference series or, and I think this more likely, 
a teaching resource. Most of the slides show orchids in bloom but there 
are also some of glasshouses and propagation techniques, some of which 
are highly advanced and unlikely to be the work of an amateur. 

Unfortunately the donor knows nothing of Mr. Hey and nor do I. If 
any reader recognises the namt> anu can give me a lead as to who Mr. Hey 
may be (even whether he is a U V(' or dead) l would be most grateful. 

J. ll. Matthias, 
Keeper of Biology, 
Leicestershire Museum Service. 
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Coleopterist's Newslette~ 

Following a successful meeting of coleopterists at Monkswood on the weekend 
of 16-18 May 1980, John Cooter of Hereford Museum has started the Coleopter­
ist's Newsletter of which Number 1 appeared in August 1980. Articles include 
collecting microcoleoptera, beetle larvae and checklist changes since the 
last issue of Kloet & Hincks (1977). 

Enquiries to John Cooter, 20 Burden Drive, Bartestree, Herefordshire, 
HRl 4DL. 

LINOCUT BY STEPHEN RADNEDGE 
" -

Readers will remember the request for information of the whereabouts 
of decoys. So far only three responses have been made - surely there 
are more preserved in our multitudinous museums. 

This decoy, a Lapwing or generally termed Plover,decoy, was made in 
Friesland, Holland about forty years ago, constructed of paper strips 
glued around a mould and covered with linen and plaster and painted. 
Extremely light but very fragile. 

Stephen Radnedge, 
10 Park Place, 
Feniscowles, 
nr. Blackburn, 
Lancashire. 
BB2 SEH. 
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BRITISH AND IRISHHERBARIA 

British Herbaria, being an index to the location of herbaria of British 
vascular plants, with biographical reference to their collectors was 
published by the Botanical Society of the British Isles in 1958. Since 
that time data on many additional collections have been accumulated, 
while some information given has become outdated. The society have, 
therefore, authorised the preparation of a new edition of the book with 
a view to it being published in 1983. Curators of herbaria at university 
botany departments, museums, and other institutions are accordingly 
invited to submit to the undersigned data on collections in their care 
for inclusion in the revised edition. The information required is 
(1) Surname and full Christian name of collectors. (2) For deceased 
botanists, year of birth and of death, where known, alternatively 
approximate period when collection was made. (3) Approximate number 
of sheets in each herbarium or collection if known. A herbarium 
should be prefixed by an asterisk to distinguish it from smaller collections. 
(4) Any area of specialisation, e.g. vice-county or smaller area, 
particular genera studied, etc. 

Similar data in respect of herbaria ~n private hands ~s also solicited. 

D. H. Kent 
75 Adelaide Road 
West Ealing 
London Wl3 9ED 

Editor's Note 

Naturally, the data already gathered by the Collection Research Units 
will be made available to Douglas Kent. 

BUTTERFLY TABLETS 

I was very interested to read the article about the butterfly tablets in 
the Horniman Museum, described by Penn~Wheatcroft in the last Newsletter. 
By strange coincidence Mr. A. ~alker of the Marine Biology Station, 
Menai Bridge, brought a box of them to show me a few months ago. I had 
never seen this type of mounting before and we were fascinated by the way 
they were done. We have had them on display in our small departmental 
museum and they have raised ;I lot of interest. There are about 100 of 
them ranging in size from 2B x 22mm to 162 x l25mm. Almost all are ~n 
perfect condition except for two ur three with cracked glass. 

They differ from the Horniman Museum collection in that they are all from 
Trinidad, but the labels are obviously the same. As well as moths and 
butterflies there is also one large unnamed metallic blue and green wasp. 
The Lepidoptera all bear a Latin name, at least the genus, but mostly 
identified to species. 

Mr. Walker had acquired this collection from the estate of a recently 
deceased elderly relative but had no information as to its previous history. 

Mrs. M. J. Morgan, Dept. Applied Zoology, U.C.N.W., Bangor . 
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F 0 UN D -----
PERTH ENIGMA SOLVED 

The five entries incorrectly listed as at Perth Museum in Sherborn's "Where 
is the - collection" (1940) as mentioned in the last issue were the result 
of a rare error on the part of Sherborn himself. Ron Cleevely (Dept. of 
Palaeontology, BM NH) wrote to point out that the files and letters 
pertinent to Sherborn's work are preserved and sent a copy of a letter from 
Rodger Waterston to J. R. le B. Tomlin (5 April 1938). This was the source 
of information Sherborn used and in the letter almost entirely devoted to 
discussing Buchanan White's collections at Perth is a somewhat ambiguous 
mention of the five names,but with reference to the Royal Scottish Museum. 

In the knowledge that Sherborn was an extremely 
cataloguer this was an uncharacteristic mistake 
an excuse can be made for him in that this work 
was to die in 1942 aged 81 years. 

Information received, thanks to BCG.· 

able and proficient 
on his part but perhaps 
was one of his last and he 

E·~·H· 

My recent appPal for information about the J. Cooper collection of mammal 

skeletons (BCG Vol.2 No.8) led to instantaneous success. The actual 

collector, John Cooper, now works in the BM (NH) Palaeontology Department 

and BCG member Tony Hutson, of the BM (NH) Entomology Department, very 

kindly showed him the article. 

John Cooper then rang me to establish that it was his collection, and very 

helpfully offered to send us photocopies of his original catalogue. The 

catalogue provides detailed background information on all the specimens, 

and so greatly enhances the collection. We are most grateful to John 

Cooper for this information, and to Tony Hutson for passing on the query. 

I also received news of another collection of 'Denton's Patent Butterfly 

Tablets' from Mrs. Morgan of the Zoology Department at Bangor University, 

who wil) be writing a note to the newsletter herself about the collection. 

So, having scored successes with two of my list of queries, I am still 

hoping for news of the Polar Bear. Further (verbal) infomation from 

previous staff seems to indicate that the specimen was sold, not destroyed, 

and was Jater seen 'in some sort of r;rotto'. Perhaps even now it is lurking 

behind the gnomes in Santa's Magic Cave somewhere, lavishly draped in tinsel 

ano snarling in festive fashion? 

Penny Wheatcroft, 
Keeper of Natural History, 
Horniman Museum, 
London. 
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FOUND - H.M.S. SYLVIA 

It would appear that there were several ships 
called H.M.S. "Sylvia" engaged in hydrographic surveying 
during the 19th Century. One 'Sylvia' was used, 
sometime between 1844-53, by Commander Sheringham in his 
survey of the south coast of England and another is 
recorded by J.J. Colledge. (Ships of the Royal Navy 
An historical index 1966 vol 1) as being a screw sloop 
built in 1866. Presumably the duplication of names is a 
result of the well established naval custom of naming a 
ship after a predecessor. 

An H.M.S. "Sylvia", presumably the later version, 
visited the Red Sea in 1872 and brought back sounding 
samples which were later examined and acquired by Sir 
John Murray, whose collection of deep sea deposits was 
eventually transferred to the British Museum eNatural 
History) in 1920. The specimens at Bolton Museum from 
the east coast of Africa may well have been from part of 
this voyage. 

H.M.S. "Sylvia" was later sent to survey the 
coasts of South America, especially the straits of 
Magellan and to observe the Transit of Venus in December 
1882. (Admiral G.S. Ritchie. 1967, The Admiralty Chart). 
She was commanded by Captain William James Lloyd Wharton 
(1843-1905). His previous command had been of H.M.S. 
"Shearwater 11 in the survey of the Mediterranean and East 
Coast of Africa in 1872-76 and he had just completed 
writing his classic, "Hydrographic surveying : a 
description of the methods employed in constructing Marine 
Charts" (London t882). He was recalled from H.M.S. 
"Sylvia" in 1884 to succeed Sir Frederick Evans (1815-1885) 
as Hydrographer of the Navy. Presumably the "valuable 
collection" acquired by the British Museum (Natural 
History) in 1882-3 (Gunther, A.E. 1912. "Appendix to the 
History of the collections contained in the Natural 
History Departments of the British Museum") were from 
this voyage. Unfortunately neither this Appendix or 
volume 2 gives details of the size of the collection, 
its provenance or the taxa which it contained. It was 
presented by a Mr L.D. Wodsworth, of whom I can find no 
mention in the scientific literature. He was presumably 
either the naturalist or surgeon,for him to have devoted 
sufficient time to natural history during the rigour of 
surveying. 

PETER LINGWOOD 
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STOP PI!ESS "" EGG THEFTS 

have come in of attempted and partially successful approach.es by 
as yet unknown~ masquerading as lookers at eggs. Tb.eir aim 

to be to steal eggs, especially Guillemots possibly to disguise them as 
Great Auks(~). One approach is to be a researcher per se, while the other 
nG t>;·JO journalists about to write an article on the variation of eggs 
for a called "Oceans". 

As the police have been called in following their visit to University 
College~ London~ please contact Rosina Down there (tel: 01-387-7050 
ext, 416) if you have similar requests. Probably the best strategy is 
t:o egg them on (excuse the phrase) if approaches are made while you 

record and variously acquire evidence while calling the 

198L 

H-ouse of Lords 
Collections of birds' eggs already 
in the possession oi: museums 
before enactment of the Wildlife 
and the Countryside Bill were not 
intended to !Je tll0 subject of pro· 
secutions, _the 'Earl of Av. oul. a Lord 
in Waiting, said when the J?..iJi was 
considered in comrrllttet!. 

Lord Mowhray and Stourton ·(C) 
said the amendment only covered 
museums, The private person 
whose grandfather might have had 
a collection needed protection too. 
The Earl oi Avon said should a 
case come to court the Government 
belleved it would be sufficient for 
a museum to ,have kept records of 
all eggs re eel vecf after enactmellt 

lLord Mllmta~u l1eaullcu moved of the Bill and to sviear an 1\ffada· 
an amendment to Clause 1 ( Protec- vit that all othe·r eggs In its posses­
tion of wild binL;, thdr nests and sion we;'e held l>efore the Act 
eggs} which w:'"'''l provide a applied w them. 
defence f01' . · bona·flde museums HI~ understood. museums had 
with existing collections of blrds , r.ecently been advised that for their 
m1d eggs ablrc. to show that these protection they should keep good 
collections wete ln their possession records and mark anll protect their 
befon1 the passing of l!he Act. property; · 

He said he was not <in egg collec· . Tile Co1(ernment believed the 
tor but the Council of Museums amendme'nt created more problems 
Associations, of vrhic!l he was than 1t attempted to solve. Pre·Act 
a member, were cnncerned an this egg collections were not Intended 
point. H wocqd be di:!ificuH in the and not likely to be the subject of 
future for· museums to prove the prosecutions. 
source or their eggs lf Indeed it The amendment was wlt·hdrawn. 
were known, There were one or two wildfow'l 
Lo~·!l lilrmaldson or :Kingsbt'ldl.:e like the wlgeon and the . plnkf60t 
(!"ab}, for the Opposition, said his whlch one oould only shoot. at 
party supported the amendment. night, Vlr.cou,nt Masscreene and 

-=~~~=\':i'''"":;'."'"''~'~~,~~ 

Fenard (C) explained In opposing 
an 11mendment banning the shoot­
ing of any wild bird between an 
hour after sunset and an hour 
before sunrise. . 

You can (he said) only . shoot 
wi.geon if the moon is light and 
the tlde and cloud is right. This 
only happens two or three. tlmes a 
month. · . ·. · 
Lor.d Belmmont of Whitley · (L) 
who• moved the amendment, said 
the ·· shooting of wildfowl and 
waders .·<ht. ·night was !!lOt as scleco · 
tive as it ought to he. It was easy 
for protected species ·to be shot _by 
mistake. . · 

·Lord Buxton of Alsa (C) $aid the 
amendment was grossly unfair to a 
ve:rv small section of the como 
munityo They were a band of 
people around the cooot, dedicated 
enthusiasts who owned no land and 
had n<W~here else to go. 
Lord Leatherland (Lab) asked to 
say a few words on behalf of 
courting couples. 

My memory (he sa4d) is not 
what it used to be but I. believe 
sometimes wcll-intentloned young 

people sit in hedgerows at night. 
They want to sit there peacefully 
a11<' uninte!Tupted. Just think what 
would fwppen jf a~: sotne emotional 

.moment ~he.rc' a Jhat and they 
were peppered pellets fwrn 80 
yards? 
:Lord Btucton ~11f 'I'hi~rc is no 
known species planet that 
c.ourts in Hl of frost ''t 
night In January., 

.. The Earl of Avo!l~ a Lord in Wait· 
!ng, said the Governnwnt had 
rtaken advice on. N"le practice of 
night shooting.. They must 
rembnlbr;r t!1at hi the main this 
type of sho·otlng wi:·s oi1ly possible 
on D. Jew nights e3.ch winter a ne! its 
prnbtiorters · Vlel'tf few and, for 
the most pa.rt, thr' most skilled of 
wHcl xowlers. 

The amendment was withdrawn. 
The committee stage was 

adjourned. 
The Bil1 of Rights Bill compieterl 

its rapart stage <llld the Xrrmrison .. 
ment '(Temporary Provisi<Hls) Act 
(Cont!ml!mce No 3} Order was 
avproved. 

House adjourn~«~. 10 pm. 

To surm11arise the meaning of this future act as it effects museums it 
met"0~ly necessary to point out that if the eggs are accessioned and 

catalogued then this is sufficient. This is still with the proviso · 
that the e!ggs were taken before the present legislation or after then 
but under the licensing provisions. (This was discussed in the last 
>. ?(8'' A_,, 
l.t:JEltM:l~ =-~2$ page .5/b). 

The;; IL C. G, is planning to hold a meeting inviting interested parties 
to cuss such topics as a standard method of indelibly marking eggs, 
c:Jtc. The results of this will be published. 
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I:.:EJ\IBL;HSHIP LIST AT EH:D ()}i' Jl\JHJA1Y, 1981 

Miss E. All en 
Hunterian Museum 
Royal College of Surgeons of England 
Lincoln's Inn Fields 
LONDON 
WC2A 3PN 1981 

Mr. A. Amsden 
Zoology Department 
National Museum of Wales 
Cathays Park 
CARDIFF 
CFl 3NP 

Mr. K. W. Anckorn 
16 Melrose Close 
Brunton Park 
Gosforth 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
NE3 SNY 

Miss S. M. Ashurst 
Dept. of Museum Studies 
University of Leicester 
152 Upper New Walk 
LEICESTER 

Mr. J. A. Bateman 

1981 

1980 

1979 

Oxfordshire County Museum Service, 
Woodstock Museum 
OXON 1981 

Mr. P. C. Bates 
Museum of Pathology 
The Royal Free Hospital 
Pond Street 
Hampstead 
LONDON 
NW3 2QG 

Miss K. M. Berry 
338 Newbrook Road 
Atherton, 
MANCHESTER 

Dr. F. A. Bisby 
Biology Department 
Building 44 
University of Southampton 
SOUTHAMPTON 
S09 SNH 

Mr. J. A. B1air 
Museum and Art Gallery 
Perth 
SCOTLAND 

Mr. K. J. Boot 
R.A.M. Museum, 
Queen Street 
EXETER 
EX4 3RX 

1981 

1981 

1981 

1981 

1.980 

Mr. D. E. Bolton 
R.A.M. Museum 
Queen Street 
EXETER 
EX4 3RX 

Mr. M. J. D. Brendell 
Dept. of Entomology 

1979 

British Museum of Natural History 
LONDON 
SW7 SBD 1981 

Mr. R. K. Brinklow 
Dundee Museum and Art Gallery 
Albert Square 
DUNDEE 
DDl lDA 1981 

Miss R. A. Brind 
46 Southdown Road 
Harpenden 
Herts. 
ALS lPG 1980 

Mr. G. Carter, 
Countryside Education Trust 
Beaulieu Manor 
Beau lie 
Hants. 
S04 7EN 

Mrs. J. E. Chamberlain 
City Museum and Art Gallery 
Museum Road 
PORTSMOUTH 

1980 

POl 2LJ 1981 

Mr. J. Chambers 
Fish Section 
Department of Zoology 
British Museum of Natural History 
LONDON 
SW7 SBD 1981 

Miss S. D. Chapman 
Palaeo Lab. 
Palaeo Dept. 
British Museum of Natural History 
Cromwell Road 
LONDON. 
SW7 SBD 1981 

Mr. J. R. Charter 
8 Abney Close 
Brockwell 
Chesterfield 
Derbyshire 
SLO 4PE 1980 



Mr. D. J. Clarke 
Carlisle Museum and Art Gallery 
Tullie House 
Castle Street 
CARLISLE 
CA3 8TP 1981 

Mr. D. Claugher 
Electron Microscope Unit 
British Museum of Natural History 
CrorriWe 11 Road 
LONDON 
SW7 5BD 1981 

Mr. T. M. Clegg 
Yorkshire Museums 
Museum Gardens 
YORK 

Dr. Collinson 

1981 

c/o Dept. of Palaeontology 
British Museum of Natural History 
Cron:rwell Road 
LONDON 
SW7 5BD 1981 

Denise Cutts 
Dorman Memorial Museum 
Linthorpe Road 
Middlesborough 
Cleveland 

Mr. Simon Davey 
Hampshire County Museum Service 
Chilcomb House 
Chilcomb Lane 
Bar End 
WINCHESTER 

1980 

Rants 1980 

Mr. P. S. Davis 
1-\UhCOt.,.l<; MIAS<l.IA.I'Y\ 

Bttr!"'o.s c~ .. I d.-~~ 
[1/'fEWCA.S"n£ -on-'1'/Kf 
fl/£2 i+~f': 

Miss J. E. Dawson 
Biology Section 
Museum & Art Gallery 
New Walk 
LEICESTER 

Mrs. R. M. Down 

1980 

1981 

Museum of Zoology & Comparative Anatomy 
University College 
Gow·er Street 
LONDON 

Mr. A. Coles 
Assistant Curator 
Woodspring Museum 
Burlington Street 
Weston-Super-Mare 
Avon 1981 WClE 6BT 1981 

Mr. C. J. T. Copp 
City Museum and Art Gallery 
Queens Road 
BRISTOL 
BS8 lRL 

Dr. 1'1. D. Crane 
City Museum 
Queens Road 
BRISTOL 
BS8 lRL 

Mrs. M. Crittenden 
6 Oakburn Court 
Broomhall Road 
Sheffield 

M:i:, W. A. Ely 
Clifton Park Museum 
Clifton Lane 
ROTHERHAM 

1980 South Yorks. 

Mr. D. G. Erwin 
Ulster Museum 
Dept. of Botany & Zoology 
Botanic Gardens 

1981 BELFAST 
BT9 5AB 

Mr. I. M. Evans 
Leicestershire Museums Service 
96 New Walk 

1981 

1980 

810 2DR 1981 LEICESTER 1980 

Mr. D. Curry 
Dept. of Natural History 
City Museum 
Drake Circus 

Mr. J. R. Edmondson 
Keeper of Botany 
Merseyside County Museum 
William Brown Street 

PLYMOUTH 1981 LIVERPOOL 

Mr. R. J. Cleevely 
Dept. of Paleo 
British Museum of Natural History 
CrorriWell Road 
LONDON 
SW7 5BD 1981 

L3 8EN 
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1981 



Miss V. Field 
c/o Newbury Museum 
Wharf Street 
NEWBURY 
Berks. 

Miss C. Fisher 
Merseyside County Museum 
William Brown Street 
LIVERPOOL 
L3 8EN 

Mr. S. W. Flood 
City Museum 
Hatfield Road 
St. Albans, 
HERTS. 

Mrs. A. Frankish 
Dept. of Nat. History 
Scunthorpe Museum 
Oswald Road 
Scunthorpe 
SOUTH HUMBERSIDE 
DN15 7BD 

Dr. A. Fletcher 
Leicestershire Museums Service 
96 New Walk 
LEICESTER 

1981 

1980 

1979 

1978 

Dr. J. R. A. Gray 
Bolton Museum & Art Gallery 
Civic Centre 
BOLTON 
BLl lSA 

Mr. A. S. Gunn 
Department of Botany 
Merseyside County Museums 
William Brown Street 
LIVERPOOL 
L3 8EN 

Mr. E. F. Greenwood 
Merseyside County Museums 
William Brown Street 
LIVERPOOL 
L3 8EN 

Mr. C. Grist 
Poole Aquarium 
Blue Boar Mill 
The Quay 
POOLE 
Dorset 

LEl 6TD 1980 

Carol Green 
The Museum 
High Street 
Ipswich 
SUFFOLK 

Mr. S. P. Garland 
Nat. Sciences Department 
Sheffield Museum 
\~eston Park 
SHEFFIELD 
SlO 2TP 

Mr. R. C. Garner 
Natural History Laboratory 
Manchester Museum 
Oxford Road 
MANCHESTER 
Ml3 9PL 

Mr. A. Garside 
City Museum & Art Gallery 
Albert Square 
DUNDEE 
DDl lDA 

Dr. E. D. Goodhew 
7 Scotside Close 
Petts Wood 
ORPINGTON 
Kent 
BRS lNN 

W. M. Grange 
Kendal Museum 
Station Road 
Kendal 
Cumbria 

1980 

Dr. J. A. Gibson 
Foremount House 
Kilbarchan 
RENFREWSHIRE 
PAlO 2EZ 

P. Hackney 
Ulster Museum 
Botanic Gardens 
BELFAST 
BT9 SAB 

1981 Mr. G. Halfpenny 
City Museums Dept. 
Unit House 

1981 

1981 

1981 

Hanley 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
STl 4QN 

Mr. E. G. Hancock 
Natural History Department 
Bolton Museum & Art Gallery 
Civic Centre 
BOLTON 
BLl lSA 

Mr. J. I. Harris 
Merseyside County Museums 
William Brown Street 
LIVERPOOL 
L3 8EN 
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1980 

1981 

1980 

1979 

1980 

1980 

1981 

1980 

1980 

1979 



Dr. C. J. 0. Harrison 
Sub-Dept. Ornithology 
British Museum of Natural History 
Park Street 
TRING 
Herts. 
LlP 6AP 1981 

Miss M. M. Hartley 
Bradford Arts & Museums 
Cliffe Castle 
Keighley 
West Yorks. 
BD20 6LH 

Mr. D. H. Hall-Smith 
Leicestershire Museums Service 
96 New Walk 
LEICESTER 
LEl 6Tl> 

Mr. A. P. Harvey 
Rags tones 
Broad Oak 
Heathfield 
SUSSEX 
TN21 8UD 

Miss K. M. Hawkins 
176 Old Heath Road 
COLCHESTER 
Essex 

Mr. J. J. Heath 
Natural History Museum 
High Street 
COLCHESTER 
Essex 

1981 

1979 

1981 

Mr. R. H. Harris 
The Music Room 
Great Connaught Square 
St. Anne 
Alderney 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Mr. J. M. C. Holmes 
Natural History Division 
National Museum 
DUBLIN 2. 

Mr. D. T. Holyoak 
Dept. of Geography 
University of Reading 
No. 2 Earley Gate 
Whitenights 
READING 
RG6 2AU 

Dr. M. V. Hounsome 
Manchester Museum 
Manchester University 
MANCHESTER 

1980 

1981 

1980 

Ml3 9PL 1981 

Mr. A. M. Hutson 
Dept. of Entomology 
British Museum of Natural History 
Cromwell Road 
LONDON 
SW7 SBD 1980 

Mr. S. J. Hayhow 
42 Middlefield Road 
Grange Estate 
Rotherham 
South Yorks. 

COl 2DN 1980 S60 3JJ 1980 

Mr. R. Hendry 
Art Gallery & Museum 
Natural History Dept. 
Kelvingrove 
GLASGOW 

Mrs. R. F. Hadden, 
Eightlands Cottage 
3 Eightlands Road 
Grange Estate 
DEWSBURY 

G3 8AG 1980 W. Yorkshire 

Dr. D. Heppell 
WF17 2PF 1980 

Mr. R. W. Ingle (2 copies)* 
Dept. of Zoology 

Royal Scottish Museum 
Chambers Street 
EDINBURGH 
EHl lJF 

British Museum of Natural History 
1981 Cromwell Road 

Miss M. Hider 
Biology Dept. 
Leicestershire Museums & Art Gallery 
96 New Walk 
LEICESTER 1980 

Mrs. A. Hol1owe11 
81 Cranbrook Road 
Red land 
BRISTOL 
BS6 7B2 1979 

LONDON 
SW7 SBD 

Miss J. M. Ingles 
Mammal Section 

1980 

British Museum of Natural History 
Cromwe11 Road, 
LONDON 
SW7 SBD 1980 

* 2 copies of Newsletter - 1 for Dr. Manning 
U.S.A. 



Dr. A. G. Irwin 
Castle Musewn 
NORWICH 
Norfolk 
NRl 3JU 

Dr. M. J. Isaac 
University College of Swansea & 
Royal Institution of S. Wales 
(Swansea Museum) 
Victoria Road 
SWANSEA 

1981 

SAl lSN 1981 

Mr. M. Johnson 
Asst. Keeper of Natural History 
City & County Museum 
Greyfriars 
Broadgate 
LINCOLN 
LN2 lEZ 1978 

Miss G. L. Jones 
Council of Museums in Wales 
4 Museum Place 
CARDIFF 
CFl 3BG 

Mr. S. L. Jury 
Dept. of Botany 
Plant Science Labs, 
The University of Reading 
Whiteknights 
READING 
RG6 2AS 

Mr. T. J. James 
Keeper of Natural History 
North Hertfordshire Museums 
Old Fire Station 
Baldock 
Herts. 

Mr. J. A. Keefe 

1980 

1980 

1980 

Mr. P. W. Lambley 
Norfolk Museum Service 
Castle Museum 
NORWICH 

Mr. J. R. Laundon 
Dept. of Botany 

1979 

British Museum of Natural History 
Cromwell Road 
LONDON. 
SW7 SBD 1980 

Mr. A. Leigh 
17 Austral Avenue 
Wools ton 
Warrington 
CHESHIRE 
WAl 4ND 1981 

Dr. G. Legg 
Booth Museum of Natural History 
194 Dyke Road 
BRIGHTON 
Sussex 

Mr. M. Limbert 
23 Brockenhurst Road 
HATFIELD 
Doncaster 

1980 

DN7 6SH 1980 

Ms C. S. Klemperer 
Bolton Museum and Art Gallery 
Le Mans Crescent 
BOLTON 
BLl lSA 1980 

M. A. Kirby 
'Melbreak', 
97 Blackbull Lane 
FULWOOD 
Preston 
PR2 3QA 1981 

& Scientific Soc. Dr. P. F. Lingwood Croydon Nat. History 
Museum Building 
Chipstead Valley School 
Chipstead Valley Road 
COULSDON 
Surrey 

Diana Kingham 
19 Albert Street 
Cas tlefie lds 
SHREWSBURY 
Salop 

Miss J. Lambert 
The Yorkshire Museum 
Museum Street 
YORK 

1981 

1981 

1979 

15 Bain Road 
BOSTON 
Lincolnshire 
PE21 7QE 

Mr. R. Mahoney 
Dept. of Zoology 
University College London 
Gower Street 
LONDON 
WCl/ 6BT 

Mr. M. McKee 
Dept. of Botany & Zoology 
Ulster Museum 
Botanic Gardens 
BELFAST 
N. Ireland 

1980 

1981 

1981 
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4.39 
Mr. J. H. Mathias 
Biology Section 
Leicester Museum & Records Service 
Biology Section 

Mr. P. J. Morgan 
National Museum of Wales 
Cathays Park 
CARDIFF 1981 

96 New Walk 
LEICESTER 1980 Mr. I. 0. Morrison 

Botanic Gardens 
Church town 
SOUTHPORT 

Mrs. N. F. McMillan 
The Nook 
Uplands Road 
Bromborough 
CHESHIRE 

D. Mellor 
Museum & Art Gallery 
High Street 
PAISLEY 
PAl 2BA 

Mr. H. Mendel 
c/o The Museum 
High Street 
IPSWICH 
IPl 3QH 

Mr. C. L. Meredith 
Zoology Dept. 
Imperial College 
Prince Consort Road 
LONDON 
SW7 2BB 

Mr. N. J. Moyes 
c/o 23 Ellenbridge Way 
Sanderstead 
South Croydon 
SURREY 
CR2 OEW 

Mr. 0. Morton 
46 Deramore Park South 
Malone Road 
BELFAST 9 
N. Ireland 

Miss F. R. Moore 
83 Sheil Road 
LIVERPOOL 
L6 3AD 

Mr. S. J. Moore 
36 Chelwood Gardens 
Kew 
RICHMOND 
Surrey 
TW9 4JQ 

Mrs. M. J. Morgan 
Dept. of Applied Zoology 
University College of N. Wales 
Bangor 
GWYNNED 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1979 

PR9 7NB 

Mr. M. D. Murphy 
1 The Stables 1 

Osborne House 
Fulwood Park 
LIVERPOOL 17 

Mr. W. J. Norton, MBE 
County Museum Service 
Old Street 
LUDLOW 
Shropshire 

Mr. J. H. Nunney 
Leeds City Museums 
Municipal Buildings 
LEEDS 
LSl 3AA 

James P. 0 1 Connor 
National Museum of Ireland 
Kildaire Street 

1981 

1981 

1981 

1980 

DUBLIN 2 1981 

Mr. S. E. Okeke 
Biology Dept. 

1980 
Alvan Ikoku College of Education 
P.M.B. 1033 
Owerri 
IMO State 
NIGERIA 

Mr. G. Oliver 
1981 National Museum of Wales 

Cathays Park 
CARDIFF 

Mr. A. Norris 
1980 City Museum 

Municipal Buildings 
LEEDS 

1981 

1981 

LSl JAA 

Mr. T. Pain 
47 Reynolds House 
Mill bank 
LONDON 
SWlP 4HP 

Mr. C. E. Palmar 
Art Gallery & Museum 
Kelvingrove 
GLASGOW 
GJ SAG 

1979 

1979 

1980 

1981 



Mrs. S. J. Patrick 
91 Uttoxeter Road 
MICKLEOVER 
Derby. 

Mr. C. W. Pettitt 
Manchester Museum 
The University 
MANCHESTER 
Ml3 9PL 

Mr. P. W. Phillips 
Geology Dept. 
Merseyside County Museums 
William Brown Street 
LIVERPOOL 

Mr. B. R. P. Playle 
Natural History Museum 
Wollaton Hall 
NOTTINGHAM 
NG8 2AE 

Mr. E. J. Redshaw 
The Museum 
Broad Street, 
SPALDING 
Lincs. 

Miss M. T. Reilly 
Dept. of Zoology 
University of Glasgow 
GLASGOW Gl2 

Mr. T. H. Riley 
Sheffield City Museums 
Weston Park 
SHEFFIELD 
SlO 2TP 

Mr. A. B. Ritchie 
Museum and Art Gallery 
Albert Square 
DUNDEE 

Mrs. H. C. G. Ross 
Ulster Museum 
Botanic Gardens 
BELFAST 
BT9 JAB 

Dr. c. J. Palmer 
Asst. Keeper of Natural History 

-E:- Herbert Art Gallery & Museum 
Bayley Lane 
COVENTRY 

1981 

Mr. R. G. Payne 
Southend Museums Service 
Central Museum 
Victoria Avenue 
Southend-on-Sea 
Essex 

Mr. B. R. Sawford 
Senior Keeper 

1980 Natural History Dept. 
North Hertfordshire Museums 
Old Fire Station 
BALDOCK 

1980 

Herts 1980 

1980 Mr. C. N. G. Scatter 
Leicester Museum & Art Gallery 
96 New Walk 
LEICESTER 1979 

Dr. B. A. Seddon 
1981 Birmingham City Museums 

BIRMINGHAM 
B3 3DH 

Mr. P. Sewell 
Cumberland House 

1980 Museum & Aquarium 
Eastern Parade 
Southsea 
Portsmouth 

1981 
Hants 

Mr. D. P. Sharp 
The Natural History Museum 
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Bibliography- natural history museums and natural history colJecti:_ons 

The attached bibliography has been compiled by Geoff Stansfield in 
his capacity as Honorary Secrete.ry of the Biology Curators Group and 
Lecturer in Museum Studies in the Depe.rtment of Museum Studies at the 
University of Leicester. It is based upon a.previo~As bibliography 
prepared by Geoff Stansfield, Geoff Tresise and Jirn Bateman and on 
bibliographies prepared for use in the Department of Museum Studies. 

The bibliography is intended primarily for the guidance of Museums 
AssociatioL Diploma students and to assist them in locating literature 
relating to r;atural history museums and the mnaagement of natural 
history collections. 

No bibliography of this kind can be comprehensive and it should be used 
in conjunction with the standard sources of the kind outlined in 1;;he 
Museums Association Information Sheet Sources of Museological Li ter§ltUT..§!. 
The bibliography concentrates on literature which would normally be 
available in the United Kingdom. With few exceptions it does not include 
references to literature other than those in the English langauge. 

It is hoped that the bibli.ography wi11 be revised and updated from 
time to time. Any errors or suggestions for additions should be drawn to 
the attention of the Honorary Secretary of the Biology Curators Group. 

G.Stansfield, January 1980. 
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127 Beetles, etc., including two large specimens of Centi-
pede. · 
128 Antlers with fourteen points {Home park, Scotland). 
129 

130-THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT 
Waiter Potter has Introduced into this case all the 

features of the popular nursery rhyme. The dog, the cat, 
the rat; the "maiden all forlorn," who "married the man 
all tattered and torn," and the cock that "crowed in the 
marn," are all present. 'n addition, "Jack" may be seen 
tying up a sack In one of the ground floor rooms of the 
malt house. dust lnsl.de one of the windows a file of bills 
Is hanging, and there Is a hoist for lifting sacks Into the 
loft. In the doorway, the contents of a sack Is spilling 
through a hole-evidence that the rat really did eat the 
matt. Two Items are of special Interest; the· cow, made by 
stretching calf skin over a wooden framework, and the 
little rooster which was built up by sticking carefully 
selected feathers on to a model. The " chickens' eggs " 
In the farmyard are really those of a Wren. 
131 Collection of Beetles, etc., including Four Leaf 
insect!! from Ceylon. 
132 Rabbit and young. 
133 Hedgehog and young. 
134 Chained to his kennel, thejittle Pug Puppy keeps all 
intruders away, including the birds in a nearby tree, who 
have an eye. for his bowl. 
135 English Partridge. 
136 Green Woodpecker. 
137 English Partridge. 
138 Indian Pheasants, Toads, etc. . The thorn bush, 
upon which the various birds are arranged, was actually 
responsible for the .death of Lord De Clifford in 1909. 
In order to avoid a collision with a .cart on the Beeding­
Hen:field Road; the car he was driving mo.unted the bank 
and was overturned bv it. 
139 . 
140 The fox has already .had one meal, but lusts after 
another one, and more sport. 
141 British Grass Snakes (harmless) and Adders {or 
Vipers). The latter are venomous, and can always be 
distinguished by the black zig-zag line running down their 
backs, and the black " V " on the head. 
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Base 
Collection of birds. 

On beam above 2nd Table 
Pl)rtrait of Waiter Potter at the age of seventy-five, 

by Bcrnard Lucas, R.A. 
Wandering Albatross. Wing span 9ft. to ins. 

Found in the South Seas, particularly around the Cape of 
Good Hope. A wing span of I 4ft. is not uncommon and. 
it is one of the largest birds capable of sustained flight, 
In .days of sailing ships, much superstition was attached 
to 1t. • _ 

THE KITTENS' WEDDING 
Twenty little kittens are taking part In this colourful 

ceremony. The Bride is wearing a dress of cream brocade, 
with a long veil and orange blossom; the six Bridesmaids 
are dressed In pink or cream. The chief Bridesmaid and 
the Bride are probably sisters, and the little " boy .. wearing 
the sailor suit Is their younger brother,. for they all have 
the same fair colouring. Unller the watchful eye of the 
Parson, the Bridegroom, with head on one side, has Just 
placed a golden ring on the .Bride's finger. The tiny 
prayer books are open at the Marriage service, but tho 
Parson, who possibly does not noed a book. anyway, has 
failed. to turn the page. lt Is a pity that such a happy· 
occasion should have a jarring note, but the scowl. of 
disapproval on the face of the " man " In the row next tl) tho 
back, seems to indicate that h~ thinks the wrong " man " 
is standing beside the Bride! The case was made In 1890, 
and is the last one that Waiter Potter completed; also it Is 
the only one in the Museum in which the animals are 
" dressed." lt has since proved to be one of his most 
popular tableaux, and was lent to the " Fl!stival of Susaex " 
Exhibition in 1951. 

On Floor 
Badger. Average size. A quiet and inoffensive 

animal if unprovoked-except perhaps for',.its smell! 
A powerful digger. Its jaws are capable of "locking'' 
together :vithout the need of any special effort on the. part 
of the ammal, 
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142 Speckled Blackbird. 
143 Duck with .tour .legs. Lived for thirteen years at 
Portslade-by-Sea. It. appeared to walk with three legs 
and four feet, but when it was preserved, the skin was 
severed, giving it four distinct legs and feet. It laid but 
one small egg during its life. 
144 Duck with three legs. Reared at Thames Haven, 
Essex. As a duckling it was allowed the sanctuary of its 
owner's garden,. since it was slow in movement and 
ostracised by the rest of the brood. An unusual duck, and 
one that met with an even more unusual end, for it was 
killed by a hailstone during a storm on a summers day. It 
was about one year old, and as .far as is known, laid no 
eggs. A small additional tail was found when it was being 
preserved. 
l45 Lamb with two heads. It has four eyes, two noses, 
two mouths, b•Jt only two cars. Born on Beeding Downs, 
and brought to the l\luseum by l\Ir. Bailey, the shepherd. 
A similar specimen of a lamb's double head may be seen 
in the third centre table, where it is exhibited with the 
skull. , 
r46 Hen with four legs. Full grown, and known to 
have laid several eggs. Reared by Mr. S. Earl, Butcher, 
of High Street, Stcyning, in rgo8. The additional legs 
became entangled in the wire netting of the enclosure, <tnd 
eventually caused its death. Presented to the Museum 
in 1909. 
147 Flying Fish from the Pacific 
148 Eleven Canaries.-,all killed by a dog .which gained 
entry to their aviary. They are carefully arranged in llw 
case to c<mceal their various iiljuries. 
l49 
150 ATHLETIC TOADS. Common English Toads, 
eighteen of them, enjoying a sunny afternoon in: the parl< 
with sv.'ings and see-saws (mechanically dri,·en). The 
very nature of the Toad makes it difficult to stuff, particu­
larly such small specimens as .those on the c{mtre swing. 
In olden days Toads were thought to have venomous 
fangs, like serpents, and as a result were amongst the most 
maligned of creatures. Actually they are quite harmless 
and of considerable use for destroying insects. 
rst Gulf \Veed from the Sargasso Sea. 
152 Tern. 


