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Mikroconchoecia echinulata (Claus, 1891)

105 records

This is the smallest species in Miiller’s ‘curta group’, was reclassified as a
Microconchoecia species by Poulsen (1973), perpetuating Miiller’s (1906)
misspelling of Claus’s genus. It was originally been described as a subspecies of
Conchoecia clausii (= M. curta) by Claus to which it is very similar in overall
appearance. No doubt this confusion continues. Different authors have given different
accounts of the extent to which the carapace sculpturing is expressed, and this
suggests that there may be further cryptic species within the concepts of this species
and M. curta. Where M. curta and M. echinulata co-occur in the same water column
this, the smaller species, tends to have the shallower range. There is also
inconsistency in reports as to whether or not these species release bioluminescent
secretions into the water. It is possible that one species may be luminescent and not
the other.

Indian O. n Mean mm s.d. Range mm
Q 158 0.77 0.031 0.72-0.90
3 90 0.77 0.037 0.70-0.88
A-1 66 0.58 0.026 0.52-0.64
A-2 58 0.43 0.018 0.40-0.48
A-3 16 0.32 0.022 0.26-0.34
A-4 3 0.25 0.009 0.24-0.28
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