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Norton Common
LETCHWORTH GARDEN CITY

N
100 metres (approx.)

Norton Common Ridge and Furrow

In 1903 the Common was integrated into the

design of the Garden City and paths were

opened up through the scrub. The lido and other

facilities were added from the 1930s. 

A surprising amount of wildlife can still be found

on Norton Common and in 2006 it was

designated as a Local Nature Reserve.

History
Norton Common used 

to be arable and

grazing land. You 

can see evidence of

cultivation in the

undulations seen on

much of the site. Known

as ‘ridge and furrow’,

they were produced by

ploughing strips of open fields in

the same direction each year. This was

the usual way of farming until the C18th, when the fields were

divided and ‘enclosed’ with hedges. 

After this, the commoners of Norton were granted rights to

graze cattle on the Common and an amazing variety of

wildlife thrived alongside. However, grazing declined and by

the end of the C19th bushes covered many areas and some of

the wildlife was lost.
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The Ordnance Survey mapping included on this panel is provided by Hertfordshire County Council under licence from

the Ordnance Survey in order to fulfil its public function to provide information relating to its activities, services and

plans.  Persons viewing this mapping should contact Ordnance Survey copyright for advice should they wish to license

Ordnance Survey mapping for their own use. 

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Hertfordshire County Council 100019606 2009.

Photographs courtesy of Brian Sawford
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Cycle path (part of National 

Cycle Network)

Other surfaced paths

Unsurfaced paths (may be 

muddy at times)
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