OPHIUROIDS

of Singapore
Ophiuroids are close ralativas of the starkish and are commonly known os brittlestars. Most spacies in this class of achinoderms
have long and fragile orms, which may be deliberately discarded to confuse predatars. Thes, ophiuraids have great abilities
in arm regeneration. These exclusively marine animals are olso called serpent stars becouse they use their Aexible arms lo cap-
lure prey and to move around. Some species, such a3 Euryale aspera, have branching arms and are known os bosket stars.
The Comprehensive Marine Biodivarsity Survey® hos recorded about 70 species of ophivroids to-date from the seafloar of shal.
low and deepar walers in Singopore.
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