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Common Name: Shortface Lanx
Scientific Name: Fisherola nuttallii

Status assessment by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC): Endangered

How the Minister of the Environment intends to respond to the assessment: The Minister of the Environment will forward
the COSEWIC assessment of the Shortface Lanx to the Governor in Council as soon as possible following completion of the
extended consultation period, and analysis as appropriate. During the extended consultation period the Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans will undertake consultations with the government of British Columbia, Indigenous Peoples, stakeholders, and the public
on whether or not the Shortface Lanx should be added to the List of Wildlife Species at Risk (Schedule 1) under the Species at
Risk Act as Endangered.

Once a species has been assessed by COSEWIC, further steps must be undertaken before it is added to Schedule 1 of the
Species at Risk Act. For more information on this process, please view The Species Listing Process Under SARA.

Reason(s) for status designation provided by COSEWIC: This limpet-like freshwater snail is globally confined to the Columbia
River basin. Historically known from the 1800s, the first recent evidence of the species in Canada was the discovery of a broken
shell in the Columbia River near Trail, British Columbia, followed by live individuals being found in the same area in 2009 and
2010. Searches in 2014 confirm the species still exists in this short, free flowing section of the Columbia River. It requires flowing,
clean, well-oxygenated, cold water, but the numerous dams on the Columbia River and its major tributaries have converted much
of this habitat into reservoirs. The species is exposed to a variety of threats from natural system modifications caused by the
dams, pollution from urban and industrial sources, invasive and problematic native species, and climate change.

Occurrence: British Columbia

Competent Minister(s):
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans

Province(s) and territory (territories) to be consulted:
British Columbia

Applicable federal legislation: Fisheries Protection and Pollution Prevention provisions of the Fisheries Act may provide
protection to this species.

https://www.registrelep-sararegistry.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=E0F272D5-1

