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Introduction 

1. SAARC Energy Centre (SEC), Islamabad under its approved Programmes for the year 

2020 successfully conducted a Webinar on “Energy Planning for Cities of SAARC in Future” 

on Tuesday, 12th May 2020. Webinar Agenda is available at Annexure -I. 

2. Focus of the webinar was to share the information on energy planning for cities of 

South Asian countries to the participants and sensitize the policy/decision makers, investors 

and project developer. Areas discussed during the webinar were, Smart Cities in India: 

Opportunities and Challenges; Solutions and Strategies; Leveraging Smart Grid Assets for 

Smarter Cities; Sustainable Mobility Solutions for Smart Cities of the Future; and Future of 

Power & Utilities Companies. 

Participation 

3. The webinar was attended by 69 professionals representing public sector 

organizations, academia, private sector, and other stakeholders within and outside SAARC 

region. The experts from M/s India Smart Grid Forum and M/s “Price-water-house” Cooper 

Ltd India shared the experience of energy planning for cities and appraised the participants 

about the importance of such planning in SAARC countries. The list of participants is available 

at Annexure-II. 

Description 

4. The webinar was started with welcome remarks by Program Coordinator, Mr. Bhaskar 

Pradhan, Program Leader (Energy Trade) of SAARC Energy Centre. The technical session 

comprised of presentations by the expert speakers. Each presentation was followed by a 

brief Q & A session. Towards the end the Program Coordinator read out conclusions, which 

were gathered during the webinar session. Before closing the webinar, the Program 

Coordinator from SAARC Energy Centre offered remarks of appreciation to all the 

participants and presenters. 
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Technical Proceedings 

5. Three resource persons from M/s India Smart Grid Forum and one resource person 

from M/s Price-water-house Cooper India shared their knowledge in the webinar. All the 

presentations delivered during the webinar are available at SEC’s website 

https://www.saarcenergy.org/webinar-on-energy-planning-for-cities-of-saarc-in-future/. 

Details of Resource Persons are available at Annexure-III and their Presentations at 

Annexure-IV. A brief information on the content of the delivered presentations is as follows:  

Reji Kumar Pillai President India Smart Grid Forum 

Reena Suri,  Executive Director  India Smart Grid Forum 

Suddhasatta Kundu Senior Manager India Smart Grid Forum 

Sandeep Kumar 

Mohanty 
Director  Power & Utilities, PwC, India 

Presentation 1 – Energy Planning for Cities and Smart Cities in India 

Mr. Suddhasatta Kundu, Senior Manager (Technical), India Smart Grid Forum, India. 

6. Mr. Suddhasatta Kundu is currently working as Senior Manager – Technical Advisory 

in India Smart Grid Forum (ISGF) and has an experience of more than 10 years in the energy 

sector. He has worked with various power and transport utilities, multilateral and bilateral 

agencies across South and South East Asia on development of smart grid roadmap, policy 

and regulatory assessment etc.  

7. Mr. Suddhasatta talked about the energy planning for cities and smart cities in India. 

He highlighted the energy scenario and population growth scenario in SAARC countries and 

briefed the participants on the smart city mission in India where 100 smart cities were 

identified in 2008. This smart city mission in India is presently said to have completed 25% 

of the projects however completed share of work is just 11% of the total amount. Various 

areas of smart city solutions were also been discussed in the area of waste management, 

water management, E-Governance and citizen services, energy management, urban mobility 

and others. Further the barrier toward the smart city development were also highlighted. 

Presentation 2 – Leveraging Smart Grid Assets for Smarter Cities 

Ms. Reena Suri, Executive Director, India Smart Grid Forum, India. 

8. Ms. Reena Suri is currently the Executive Director of ISGF. She brings over 20 years of 

experience in the Energy Sector. Reena has contributed to the various advisory services, 

whitepapers and research reports of ISGF on key Smart Grid domains.  

9. Ms. Suri talked on the topic leveraging smart grid assets for smarter cities. Smart grid 

can be an anchor infrastructure of smart cities to accelerate the development of liveable, 

workable and sustainable ecosystem in SAARC cities. She explained that renewable energy 

is the key to build sustainable future which would promote carbon neutral smart cities. 

https://www.saarcenergy.org/webinar-on-energy-planning-for-cities-of-saarc-in-future/
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Standard framework for smart cities will help in understanding the interdependencies of 

various domains and better planning. Smart city maturity model will map and benchmark 

various domains in the city and offer a framework to develop the roadmap for 

transformation from AS-IS state to TO-BE state in a phased manner. 

Presentation 3 – Planning Smart Cities in SAARC Countries 

Mr. Reji Kumar Pillai, President, India Smart Grid Forum, India. 

10. Mr. Reji is the President of ISGF and is also the Chairman of Global Smart Grid 

Federation since November 2016. He is an internationally renowned expert with over three 

decades of experience in the electricity sector in diverse functions covering the entire value 

chain and across continents.  

11. Mr. Pillai presented on the Planning of smart cities in SAARC Countries. He explained 

about the key features of infrastructure like communication, energy efficiency, emission, 

mobility, wastage minimization, sustainability etc. On Energy efficiency, he spoke about the 

consumption patter in new buildings, large campuses and commercial buildings. He 

highlighted the need for certified buildings and towns and shared the ideas about the EV 

charging infrastructures, clean energy, smart grid, energy storage system and others. On 

Smart mobility, he presented on the requirement for minimum commute for daily needs, 

electric vehicle friendly infrastructure and delivery drone. He also talked on various 

communications system that would be required for intelligent planning of cities.  

Presentation 4 – Global Energy Transformation, Challenges and Solution for Power 

Sector 

Mr. Sandeep Kumar Mohanty, Director, Power and Utilities, PwC, India. 

12. Mr. Sandeep Kumar Mohanty has over 10 years of professional experience in 

management consulting. He has supported several state and central government entities, 

investors and others on financing strategy, market research, financial modelling, commercial 

and technical due diligence. He has expertise across various sectors such as Power and 

utilities, mining, urban transport and agriculture.  

13. During the presentation Mr. Sandeep first highlighted on the impact of megatrends 

on all sector across the globe and explained the disruptive dynamics impacting the power 

sector. His presentation also advised companies to adapt to remain competitive in this new 

world and be mindful of the transformational change in power market. He highlighted the 

importance of competition in the transformational markets. Various business model for 

market participation were presented with some examples. He also reckoned that utilities 

should select their business models based on the future market opportunities and 

capabilities required and determine how to leverage their strengths to enhance their 

competitive positioning.  
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Wrap up and Conclusion  

Mr. Bhaskar Pradhan, Program Leader (Energy Trade), SAARC Energy Centre 

14. Mr. Bhaskar Pradhan thanked everyone for attending the event. He informed the 

participants that it was very important for SAARC countries to understand the need of proper 

planning for cities in South Asian countries. Following are the main conclusions: 

a. Proper energy planning for cities offers multiple benefits. Some of them are listed 

below: 

i. Timely identification of sources of clean energy for cities 

ii. Identification of methodologies for implementation 

iii. Ways to improve energy efficiency 

iv. Increase renewable energy share 

v. Creation of sustainable energy and climate plans for cities 

vi. Reduction of greenhouse gases 

vii. Overcoming energy shortage 

viii. Planning, implementation and evaluations  

b. It is important that all SAARC Member States take timely actions towards the energy 

planning for the future cities. SAARC Energy Centre has always played its role to 

facilitate and encourage South Asian countries on energy initiatives and will continue 

to do so by arranging events to allow deliberation on crucial aspects for the benefit of 

the region. 

Closing of Webinar 

Mr. Bhaskar Pradhan, Program Leader (Energy Trade), SAARC Energy Centre 

15. Mr. Bhaskar Pradhan, informed all the participants that the presentations and 

recording of the webinar proceedings will be available on SAARC Energy Centre’s website 

(www.saarcenergy.org). He requested the participants to submit suggestions/comments for 

any further improvement of these webinars and suggest topics that they would like SEC to 

conduct webinar on. He closed the webinar with a thank you note to everyone attending the 

Webinar.

http://www.saarcenergy.org/
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Webinar Agenda 
Webinar on 

“Energy Planning for Cities of SAARC in Future” 
Tuesday, 12th May 2020 

 

1100 – 1110 Introduction  

1110 – 1130 
Smart Cities in India: Opportunities and Challenges, Solutions and Strategies  
Mr. Reji Kumar Pillai, President and Suddhasatta Kundu, Senior Manager, 
India Smart Grid Forum 

1130 – 1140 
Leveraging Smart Grid Assets for Smarter Cities   
Ms. Reena Suri, Executive Director, India Smart Grid Forum) 

1140 – 1200 
Sustainable Mobility Solutions for Smart Cities of the Future 
Mr. Reji Kumar Pillai, President, India Smart Grid Forum 

1200 – 1210 Q & A session 

1210 – 1230 
Future of Power Industry 
Mr. Sandeep Kumar Mohanty, Director PwC, India 

1230 – 1240 Q & A session 

1310 – 1320 Conclusion and Recommendations 

1320 – 1330 Closing of Webinar 

 
Information for the participants: 

1. All times mentioned in agenda are according to Pakistan Standard Time (PKT). The 

participants from other Member States may attend this Webinar by following their own local 

time. The time conversion for all Member States is given below for reference: 

Country Afghanistan Bangladesh Bhutan India Maldives Nepal Sri Lanka 

Local time (PKT-00:30) (PKT+01:00) (PKT+01:00) (PKT+00:30) PKT (PKT+00:45) (PKT+00:30) 

 

2. The participants can ask questions to presenters by typing questions or clicking the 

“raised hand” option in the Attendees pane of the main window of GotoWebinar application. 

You may send in your questions at any time during the presentations; we will collect these 

and address them during the Q&A session at the end of each presentation.  

3. All participants can also submit comments/views and/or observations on the draft 

study report to SAARC Energy Centre through email to Mr. Bhaskar Pradhan, Program 

Leader (ET) (plet@saarcenergy.org) before 20th May, 2020. 

 

 

 

mailto:plet@saarcenergy.org
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List of Participants 

Sr. No. First Name Last Name Email address 

1.  Abeyratne Akhila akhila.rangana@ceb.lk 

2.  Ahmed Engr Hasnain has91984@gmail.com 

3.  
Ahsan Muhammad 

muhammad.ahsan-

external@totalparco.com.pk 

4.  Akhtar Munal munalakhtar@yahoo.com 

5.  Ali Engr Majid engr.majidali.baig@gmail.com 

6.  Arumugam Vijayakumar viji1me@gmail.com 

7.  Awais Muhammad admin.asstt@saarcenergy.org 

8.  B Rushikesh rushikesh.bhadra@pwc.com 

9.  BIAO QIAO qiaobiao20@163.com 

10.  Bhattarai Hemlal hemlal.jnec@rub.edu.bt 

11.  Choden Tenzin tenchox@hotmail.com 

12.  Dem Chimi chimidem@jnec.edu.bt 

13.  Dey Jitaditya jitaditya.dey@pwc.com 

14.  Dorji Phuntsho dphuntsho07@gmail.com 

15.  Dorji Jangchuk j.dorji1789@drukgreen.bt 

16.  Dorji Tamang Pema jnec05180165@jnec.edu.bt 

17.  Fernando Mahendra fernando@phys.cmb.ac.lk 

18.  Gardezi Mehnaz cs@saarcenergy.org 

19.  Gautam Kiran kiran.gautam4@gmail.com 

20.  Ghalley Hom Bdr homsleyghalley22@gmail.com 

21.  Gyawali Dipak dipakgyawali.dg@gmail.com 

22.  Hussain Aitzaz ampande.mepco@gmail.com 

23.  Hussain Tajmal hescoplanning@hotmail.com 

24.  Jamal Abdullah abjamal2020@gmail.com 

25.  Jmtsho Tenzin jamtsoo@gmail.com 

26.  Kundu Suddhasatta Kundu s.kundu@indiasmartgrid.org 



Annexure-II 

Page 8 of 38 

Sr. No. First Name Last Name Email address 

27.  Khan Asham khanasham91@gmail.com 

28.  Latif Abid abid.latif@totalparco.com.pk 

29.  Lhendup Ngawang ngawanglhendup30@gmail.com 

30.  Ma Dingping madingping@gmail.com 

31.  Mahar Abdul Hayee ahm01727@gmail.com 

32.  Majid Abdul abduljatoi@yahoo.com 

33.  Manandhar Krishna krishnamanandhar.ee@gmail.com 

34.  Marwat Farman acctt.asstt@saarcenergy.org 

35.  Mohanty Sandeep sandeep.kumar.mohanty@pwc.com 

36.  Namgay Rinzin 0216338.cst@rub.edu.bt 

37.  P Aditya aditya.parchure@gmail.com 

38.  Panda Rajiv Ratna rajivratnapanda@gmail.com 

39.  Penden Tashi tashipenden506@gmail.com 

40.  Perera Nimal nimal_pr@sltnet.lk 

41.  Pillai Reji Kumar reji@rejikumar.com 

42.  Pinnamreddy Abhigna pinnamreddyabhigna@gmail.com 

43.  Poudel Tula poudeltula123@gmail.com 

44.  Pradhan Bhaskar plet@saarcenergy.org 

45.  Pradhan Utsav utsavpradhan4@gmail.com 

46.  Rabden Rinchen 0216337.cst@rub.edu.bt 

47.  Rai Purna Bdr purna@bpc.bt 

48.  Sarkar Roy Shuvam shuvam@indiasmartgrid.org 

49.  Seldon Yeshi yeshiseldon@jnec.edu.bt 

50.  Shrestha Milabh milabhivanovic@gmail.com 

51.  Singye Jambayang jambayangsingye1234567@gmail.com 

52.  Singye Karma ksingye121494@gmail.com 

53.  Suri Reena reena.suri@indiasmartgrid.org 
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Sr. No. First Name Last Name Email address 

54.  Surneni Karthik karthikrao@corecarbonx.com 

55.  Talha Ahmad rftt@saarcenergy.org 

56.  Thinley Sangay yeosangthinley@gmail.com 

57.  Tshewang Ugyen etshewang373@gmail.com 

58.  Venugopal Janaki Priya v.janakipriya@gmail.com 

59.  Vujovic Boban boban.vujovic@siemens.com 

60.  Wahab Abdul wahab.saarc@gmail.com 

61.  Wangchuck Dorji Jnec05190191@jnec.edu.bt 

62.  Wangchuk Tandin tandinwangchuk691@gmail.com 

63.  Wangden Kencho Pema 0216320.cst@rub.edu.bt 

64.  Wangmo Tshering wangmostartshering@gmail.com 

65.  Zangmo Gayleg gaylegzangmo@gmail.com 

66.  Agarwal Deepti deepti.agarwal@pwc.com 

67.  Chhetri Bikram bikramchhetri@jnec.edu.bt 

68.  Kumar Pradeep ravichandran.pradeep.kumar@pwc.com 

69.  
Sangay Karma ksangay@moea.gov.bt 
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List of Presenters/Resource Persons 

S. No. Name Designation Organization Email address 

1. 
Mr. Reji Kumar 

Pillai 
President India Smart Grid Forum 

reji@rejikumar.com 

 

2. Ms. Reena Suri,  
Executive 

Director  
India Smart Grid Forum 

reena.suri@indiasmart

grid.org 

 

3. 

Mr. 

Suddhasatta 

Kundu 

Senior 

Manager, 
India Smart Grid Forum 

s.kundu@indiasmartgri

d.org 

 

4. 
Mr. Sandeep 

Kumar Mohanty 
Director  

Power & Utilities, PwC, 

India 

sandeep.kumar.mohant

y@pwc.com 

 

 



Annexure-IV 

Page 11 of 38 

Presentations Delivered During the Webinar 

1. “Smart Cities in India: Opportunities and Challenges; Solutions and Strategies” by 

Mr. Suddhasatta Kundu, 

Senior Manager, India Smart Grid Forum, India.  
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2. “Leveraging Smart Grid Assets for Smarter Cities” by M. Reena Suri,  

Executive Director, India Smart Grid Forum, India 
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3. “Planning Smart Cities in SAARC Countries” by Mr. Reji Kumar Pillai,  

President, India Smart Grid Forum, India. 
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4.  “Global Energy Transformation, Challenges and Solution for Power Sector” by Mr. 

Sandeep Kumar Mohanty, 

Director, Power & Utilities, PwC, India 
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