
An Introduction to OS Maps  



Tackling maps 

• Begin with local area  

• Walk the ground 

• Explore aerial photography in SM 

• Fade photo to map using fade tool 

• Contrast photo and map 

• Use ‘Swipe & Spotlight’ 

• Define what a map is 

 



Map Definition 

A map is a scaled down drawing of 
the landscape 



Key terms 

• Representation 

• Scaled down: 

  Class task:‘Draw a map of the classroom’ 

• Landscape: 

  Physical landscape 

  Cultural Landscape 



Aim of Local study 

• Develop the concept of a map 

• Skills to practice: 

    Measuring 

    Direction 

    Legend 

    Location – simple grid from SM 



Local Studies examples 

• Check the scale of the map 

• Weathering examples 

• Land use 

• Vegetation types 



Discovery Series Maps 

Topographical Maps 



How do Discovery Maps 
Represent the Landscape 



How do maps represent the landscape? 

 



Representation on maps 

• Colour   

  water, land, height, 

• Lines 

  roads, railways, coast, contours, powerelines 

  boundaries 

• Numbers 

  heights, roads 

• Writing 

  placenames, antiquities, services 

• Symbols 

  youth hostel, camping site etc. 



Legend 

New legend used in state 
examexaminations from 2016 

Cirular 0050/2013 



Legend Test 

A 
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Contrast old and new legends 





 



 



 












