SPCA of Tompkins County

Caring for Kittens — Helpful Resources

Spcaonline.com (SPCA of Tompkins County)

Our Preferred Kitten Supplies Amazon List

Foster Kitten Daily Diary (for record keeping)

SPCA of TC Foster Care Manual (Under “Get Involved” > “Become a Foster Family”)

Kittenlady.org

Determining A Kitten’s Age (hewborn to 8 weeks)

Determining A Kitten’s Sex

Assessing General Health

Bottle Feeding Kittens — Video & Tips

Syringe Feeding A Newborn Kitten — Video & Tips

Stimulating Kittens to Pee & Poop —How To

ASPCAPro.org

Aging Kittens By Teeth Graphic (Beyond 12 weeks)

Kitten Supply List & Tips

Maddiesfund.org

Kitten Bottle Feeding & Stomach Capacity Chart

**Practical Tips for Orphaned Kitten Care Video (includes sexing, feeding/bottle feeding, housing, stimulating
elimination, socialization) **

Physical & Behavioral Development of Kittens in First 6 Weeks of Life

Transitioning Kittens to Solid Food

Neonatalkittenrescue.org

Amazon Links for Commonly Used Kitten Supplies



https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1HLLJVQRUB6HJ/ref=cm_go_nav_hz
http://spcaonline.com/pdf/Kitten_Diary.pdf
https://www.kittenlady.org/age
https://www.kittenlady.org/age
https://www.kittenlady.org/sex
https://www.kittenlady.org/generalhealth
http://www.kittenlady.org/bottlefeeding
https://www.kittenlady.org/syringefeeding
http://www.kittenlady.org/stimulating
https://www.aspcapro.org/sites/default/files/aspcapro-aging-kittens-2019.pdf
https://www.aspcapro.org/sites/default/files/aspca-mfn-kitten-foster-list.pdf
https://www.maddiesfund.org/assets/documents/Institute/Kitten%20Bottle%20Feeding%20and%20Stomach%20Capacity%20Chart.pdf
https://www.maddiesfund.org/assets/documents/Institute/Kitten%20Bottle%20Feeding%20and%20Stomach%20Capacity%20Chart.pdf
https://www.maddiesfund.org/orphaned-kittens.htm
https://www.maddiesfund.org/physical-and-behavioral-development-of-kittens.htm
https://www.maddiesfund.org/transitioning-kittens-and-puppies-to-solid-food/presentation_content/external_files/Transitioning%20Kittens%20and%20Puppies%20to%20Solid%20Food-%20Transcript.pdf
http://neonatalkittenrescue.org/foster/foster-supplies/

WHAT TO DO IF YOU
FIND KITTENS

Are the kittens visibly Take the kittens to a

sick or injured? - YES veterinary clinic
immediately.

NO

Estimate the kittens' age by
what by look like.

Eyes still closed or just Eyes open & alert, Very mobile & often Very active & playful, Very active & playful,
beginning to open: becoming mobile: talkative, can eat food: around 1-2|bs: around 2lbs or more:

1-2 weeks old 2-4 weeks old 4-6 weeks old 6-8 weeks old 8+ weeks old

Can you see the nest or hiding spot?

YES NO

Gently return the If in danger, move the

kittens to the nest kittens to a safe space
where the mother cat and watch from a

can provide care. distance.

f the mother cat doesn't return after 6+ hours: B Are you willing to take full responsibility for the kittens?

Bring the kittens to

Great! Take the kittens to your local vet fora

your local shelter. check-up and get started on vaccinations and

spay/neuter as early as 8 weeks old. Raise until

the kittens are old enough to be adopted at 8

weeks, or make an appointment at your local
shelter to surrender them.




Klttens that need help:

. ) This guide refers to Kittens 4 weeks of
\ 8.0 age and younger, when care with
~ mom offers them the BEST chance of
survival. Kittens that fit the descriptions
AVING COMMUNITY CATS ~ below are posslbly abandoned and

JOPERATIONCATNIP ™ =5

> -

-

Cold Young kittens cannot regulate their own body temperature, and rely on mom, their siblings, and nesting
material to keep them warm. They may lose some heat when mom is not with them, so unless they ALSO fit
any of the other descriptions below, leave them and check again in 2-4 hours to see if mom came back.

Dlrty A good mama cat keeps her babies meticulously clean. Kittens that need your help may have dirt, feces, or
crusted urine on their bodies. They may be wet. Their genital areas may be red and inflamed, indicating urine
scalding.

Thin Kittens with a mom should be eating frequently. Their bellies will typically have a full, rounded appearance.
Sunken bellies, visible bones, and pale skin can indicate that the kittens need help and aren’t being fed.

Noisy Orphaned and hungry kittens will cry loudly. But loud kittens alone does not indicate that they are
orphaned. Mom does not stay with the kittens all day long, and might be on her way back. She might even
be watching you in the shadows, waiting for YOU to leave her babies alone. Leave these kittens alone for 2-4
hours, then check on them again. If they are quiet when you return, that means mom has probably been back
to care for them, and you should let her keep up the good work.

SICk/ Sick kittens might have discharge from the eyes and nose. Their eyes may be crusted shut. They may have
wounds or open sores.

These kittens are clean, quiet and -
dry. They are plump and have full This kitten is noisy, dirty, and  These kittens are thin, wet,  This kitten is thin, wet, and
bellies with light pink coloring, sick. It has nasal discharge and cold. You can see their cold, and has discharge

showing that they are warm. and crusted-shut eyes. backbones. from the eyes.

TheydoNOT  These kittens DO need your
need your help! hE'p'



