
Man-made underwater structure with the purpose of creating habitat similar 
to natural reefs. The Texas Clipper became an artificial reef on November 
17, 2007, located approximately 17 nautical miles (31 km) NE of South 
Padre Island, TX.            Texas ClipperVideo

Reef Exploration

What is an ROV?

Texas Reefs: 
Virtual Dive

Identify these organisms in the 360 image from the Flower Garden Banks 
National Marine Sanctuary.
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/vr/flower-garden-banks/barrel-sponge.html 

Xestospongia muta Thalassoma bifasciatum
Yellow Pencil Coral

Artificial Reefs

Mesophotic Reefs

Pseudodiploria strigosa 

Symmetrical Brain Coral
Orbicella franksi 
Boulder Star Coral

Orbicella annularis
Lobed Star Coral

Giant Barrel Sponge Bluehead Wrasse
Madracis auretenra

Scuba
Remotely Operated Vehicles (ROVs) 
Human Occupied Vehicles(HOVs) 
Autonomous Underwater Vehicles (AUVs)

Activity:

Ecosystems found at depths between 100-490ft below the ocean surface. 
Examples of communities include corals, sponges, and algae.
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https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/vr/flower-garden-banks/barrel-sponge.html
https://oceana.org/marine-life/ocean-fishes/bluehead-wrasse
https://oceana.org/marine-life/corals-and-other-invertebrates/giant-barrel-sponge
https://flowergarden.noaa.gov/science/habitatclassification.html
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freefdivers.io%2Fcaribbean-coral-diaries-diploria-strigosa%2F3302&data=04%7C01%7Cleticia.contreras01%40utrgv.edu%7Cdc3e9f91eccf4487f17e08d8fac98c0e%7C990436a687df491c91249afa91f88827%7C0%7C0%7C637535090826148801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=f7ma8R4GwlCoUSPT7gL8KwFv7Sou8FWKz1AbNwqcjnk%3D&reserved=0
https://reefdivers.io/caribbean-coral-diaries-orbicella-franksi/3627
https://reefdivers.io/caribbean-coral-diaries-orbicella-annularis/3363
https://www.utrgv.edu/seems/
https://ccme.famu.edu/
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/technology/subs/sentry/sentry.html
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/technology/subs/alvin/alvin.html
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/technology/subs/deep-discoverer/deep-discoverer.html
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/technology/technical/technical.html
https://youtu.be/l76-TteZ4KI
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