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N a t u r a l  A r e a s  R e g i s t r y  U p d a t e  
We are acknowledging 6 new Natura l  Areas Regis t r ies th is  quar ter  to ta l ing approx imate ly  
1 ,382 acres.   We have been work ing c losely  wi th  the new staf f  o f  K isatch ie Nat ional  
Forest  dur ing the past  year  to  assess the qual i ty  and management  needs of  the i r  10 
reg is tered Natura l  Areas and to  reg is ter  3  new areas in  Rapides Par ish:  Brushy 
Creek/Magnol ia  Ridge,  F leming Glade,  and Palust r is  Prai r ie .   We have reg is tered 2 new 
areas in the Tunica Hi l ls  o f  West  Fel ic iana Par ish that  cons is t  o f  southern mesophyt ic  
hardwood forest .   The f i rs t  o f  these is  McGaw’s Axcuk Sa (Sun Dog)  Nature Preserve.   
Harry  McGaw contacted Pat t i  Faulkner  in  March af ter  reading the “Louis iana’s  Natura l  
Areas Regis t ry”  ar t ic le  in the Ju ly /August  2004 issue of  the “Louis iana Conservat ion is t ”  
magazine.   The second is  Dream Catcher  Natura l  Areas owned by Al lan and Judy Jones.  

 
Brushy Creek /  Magnol ia Ridge Natural  
Area  is  a  432-acre smal l  s t ream forest  
wi th  a  wel l -developed f loodpla in  and an 
o ld-growth hardwood s lope forest .   I t  is  
located on Kisatchie  Nat ional  Forest  in  
Rapides Par ish and owned by USFWS.  I t  
is  dominated by t ree species such as 
Amer ican beech (FAGUS GRANDIFOLIA)  
and Southern magnol ia  (MAGNOLIA 
GRANDIFLORA),  genera l ly  found in  o ld-

growth forests .   Th is  Natura l  
Area a lso conta ins two rare 
p lant  occurrences:  Southern 
lady ’s-s l ipper  (CYPRIPEDIUM 
KENTUCKIENSE) shown at  

le f t ,  is  cr i t ica l ly  imper i led in  
Louis iana;  and Nodding pogonia 
(TRIPHORA TRIANTHOPHORA) 
shown at  r ight  is  imper i led in  
Louis iana.   Southern Lady’s  
S l ipper  p ic ture taken f rom 
www.rockbr idgelaboratoryserv ices.com 
and Nodding pogonia by Royal  Botanica l  
Gardens,  Dr .  Donald Gunn Image 
Col lect ion.  

Fleming Glade Natural  Area i s  a  129-
acre,  h igh qual i ty  F leming g lade that  is  
un ique for  i ts  unusual  and d iverse 
assemblage of  wet land and xer ic  p lants .   
F leming Glade communi ty  in  endemic to 
Louis iana and develops on outcropping 
sandstone in  p ine forests ,  ch ie f ly  in  a  
be l t  running f rom nor theast  to  southwest  
across cent ra l  Louis iana.   F leming 

Glades are cr i t ica l ly  imper i led communi ty  
type in  Louis iana due to  i ts  ext reme 
rar i ty .   I t  is  located in  on Kisatch ie 
Nat ional  Forest  in  Rapides Par ish and 
owned by USFWS.  Th is  g lade is  
assoc iated wi th  the F leming Format ion 
(Ter t iary-Miocene)  in  cent ra l -western 
Louis iana.   The herbaceous 
f lora is  very  d iverse and is  
dominated by Hai r  awn 
muhly  (MUHLENBERGIA 
CAPILARIS) .   Typica l  
wet land spec ies that  occur 
are:  Yel low-eyed Grasses (XYRIS spp.) ,  
Beak rushes (RYNCHOSPORA spp.) ,  Bog 
But tons (LACHNOCAULON spp.)  shown 
above by Univers i ty  o f  F lor ida,  
But terwor ts  (PINGUICULA PUMILA),  
Whi te- topped Sedges (DICHROMENA 
LATIFOLIA) ,  and (PLATANTHERA 
DILATATA).   Species typ ica l  o f  xer ic  
condi t ions are:  Rayless 
Goldenrod (BIGELOWIA 
NUTTALLI I ) ,  L ichens 
(CLADONIA spp.) ,  and 
Bi rds foot  V io le t  (VIOLA 
PEDATA) shown r ight  by 
Danie l  Reed.   

Palustr is  Prair ie  Natural  Area i s  a 5 .3-
acre F leming ca lcareous pra i r ie  wi th in  a  
longleaf  (PINUS PALUSTRIS)  fo rest .   
F leming Calcareous Pra i r ie  communi ty  is  
typ ica l ly  a  smal l ,  natura l ly  t ree less area 
occurr ing on ca lcareous subst rata in  the 
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uplands of  cent ra l ,  western,  and 
nor thwest  Louis iana.   They are cr i t ica l ly  
imper i led communi t ies in  Louis iana due 
to  i ts  ext reme rar i ty .     I t  i s  located on 
Kisatch ie Nat ional  Forest  in  Rapides 
Par ish and owned by USFWS.  This  

pra i r ie  is  assoc iated wi th  the 
F leming Format ion (Ter t iary-
Miocene)  in  cent ra l -western 
Louis iana.   The so i l  is  
composed ca lcareous c lay 
wi th  ca lcareous concret ions 

ca l led l imestone nodules.   The 
herbaceous f lora is  very  d iverse 
and is  dominated by L i t t le  
B luestem (SCHIZACHYRIUM 
SCOPARIUM),  Compass Plant  
(SILPHIUM LACINIATUM) shown 
above le f t  by Dan Musemeyer ,  

Rat t lesnake Master  (ERYNGIUM 
YUCCIFOLIUM),  Whi te  Pra i r ie  
Clover  (DALEA CANDIDA)  shown 
le f t  by Dave’s  Garden,  and 
Blaz ing Star  (L IATRIS SP)  

shown r ight .    

The fo l lowing two new natura l  areas,  
McGaw’s Axcuk Sa (Sun Dog) Nature 
Preserve and Dream Catcher Natural  
Area ,  are  located in  the Tunica Hi l ls  o f  
West  Fel ic iana Par ish.   The communi ty  
type is  a  rare Louis iana habi ta t  known as  
Southern Mesophyt ic  Hardwood Forest  
that  deve lops on deep,  fer t i le ,  loess ia l  
deposi ts  that  have eroded over  
thousands of  years to  form a 
character is t ic  h igh ly-d issected landscape 
of  h igh,  narrow r idges,  s teep s lopes,  and 
deep rav ines that  usual ly  have 
in termi t tent  to  permanent  s t reams.   

These d issected h i l ls  have susta ined 
loca l ized populat ions of  some 
Appalachian species,  pr imar i ly  
herbaceous,  thought  to  have or ig ina l ly  
migrated south ahead of  advancing 
g lac iers  in  the past  ice age.  

McGaw’s Axcuk Sa (Sun Dog) Nature 
Preserve  is  owned by Harry  and Denise 

McGaw.  Thei r  800-acre 
natura l  area inc ludes a 
excel lent  example of  an 
southern mesophyt ic  
hardwood forest ,  
cons idered a rare  habi ta t  
type in  Louis iana,  a long 
wi th  larger  areas of  

regenerat ing forest  that  were se lect  cut  4  
years ear l ier .   One of  our  rare t ree 
species,  Pyramid Magnol ia  (MAGNOLIA 

PYRAMIDATA),  occurs on 
th is  Natura l  Area.   Harry  and 
Denise named the i r  area 
af ter  the i r  ye l low lab,  T ick.  

Dream Catcher Natural  
Area  is  a 3 .87-acre southern mesophyt ic  

hardwood forest  that  is  
surrounded by cont iguous 
forest .   I t  is  owned by 
Al lan and Judy Jones.   A 
long- ta i led weasel  
(MUSTELA FRENATA) was 
seen chas ing someth ing 
under  Judy ’s  t ruck in  the 
fa l l  o f  2003.  

 

 
S e c r e t a r y ’ s  C o l u m n  

By Dwight Landreneau - LDWF Secretary; from May/June 2005 Conservationist 

Wi ld l i fe  and f isher ies b io log is ts  in  every 
s ta te work da i ly  to ensure the heal th and 
growth of  a  var ie ty  o f  spec ies that  inhabi t  
the woodlands and waterways of  th is  
country .   Game species garner  most  o f  
the outdoor  news coverage generated on 
a cont inuing bas is  to  in form spor tsmen 
and women on the s ta tus of  the i r  
par t icu lar  spec ies of  in terest .   
Commerc ia l ly  harvested species,  
inc lud ing a l l igators ,  crabs,  shr imp and 
oysters ,  are t racked in  bus iness news 

repor ts  that  in form readers and v iewers on 
the s tatus of  indust r ies v i ta l  to  our  
economy and way o f  l i fe .  

Non-game species moni tor ing and 
management  a lso fa l l  w i th in the scope of  
responsib i l i ty  o f  s ta te f ish and game 
agencies.   And that  responsib i l i ty  has 
a lways been par t  o f  the Depar tment  o f  
Wi ld l i fe  and F isher ies ’  miss ion to  manage,  
conserve and promote wise use of  
Louis iana’s  renewable resources.  
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This  agency is  in  the midst  o f  a  p lanning 
process that  wi l l  produce a 
Comprehensive Wildl i fe  Conservat ion 
Strategy (CWCS)  for  use by the 
depar tment  in  the appl icat ion for  State 
Wi ld l i fe  Grant  (SWG) funding prov ided by 
the federa l  government .  Th is  s t ra tegy 
p lanning must  be completed by Oct .  1 ,  
2005,  and – upon approval  –  i t  w i l l  a l low 
Louis iana to  cont inue to  receive SWG 
funds for  implementat ion of  management  
p lans developed for  the CWCS.  SWG 
funds are federa l  dol lars  der ived f rom the 
Land and Water  Conservat ion Fund and 
d is t r ibuted by the U.S.  F ish and Wi ld l i fe  
Serv ice/Dept .  o f  In ter ior .   These funds 
have been avai lab le  and d is t r ibuted 
propor t ional ly ,  based on each s tate ’s  
geographic  and populat ion s ize,  s ince 
2002,  but  wi th  the caveat  that  each s tate 
develop the i r  p lan for  long- term use of  
cont inued funding.  

State Wi ld l i fe  Grant  program funds 
prov ide for  the research and program 
solut ions for  wi ld l i fe  spec ies that  are not  
hunted,  f ished or  t rapped.   The goal  for  
s ta te- leve l  act ion developed by SWG 
fund use is  to  prevent  more species f rom 
becoming l is ted on the threatened or  
endangered spec ies l is t .   That  
des ignat ion,  as you may or  may not  
know,  br ings s t r ic t  federa l  land and water  
usage regulat ion that  rest r ic ts  pr ivate 
proper ty  use and development .  

 The success s tor ies are a l ready in  p lace 
in  th is  s ta te - -  f rom the brown pel ican to  
the Louis iana b lack bear  to  the pa l l id  
s turgeon – i t  has been proven that  wi ld l i fe  
spec ies can be brought  back f rom the 
br ink of  ext inct ion wi th  sound wi ld l i fe  
management  pract ices.   There is  more 
work to  be done,  however ,  and the funding 
must  be secured to  cont inue that  work.  

In  coming months you wi l l  be hear ing more 
about  the Teaming With Wildl i fe  in i t ia t ive 
(www.teaming.com ) .   Th is  e f for t  is  a 
coord inated publ ic  in format ion campaign 
to  ra ise awareness about  the work be ing 
done to  prevent  non-game species ’  
numbers f rom dwindl ing to the point  where 
federa l - leve l  in tervent ion is  needed.   Th is  
depar tment ,  a long wi th  a l l  o ther  s ta te f ish  
and wi ld l i fe  management  agencies,  wants 
you to  be aware of  what ’s  be ing done to  
preserve spec ies at  r isk ,  as wel l  as those 
that  are thr iv ing and of ten publ ic ized to  a 
greater  extent .  

LDWF is  seek ing publ ic  input ,  as we 
f ina l ize our  s t ra tegy,  to  en l is t  a  consensus 
of  suppor t /agreement  for  the p lan.   We 
need to  hear  f rom hunters ,  
f ishermen,  anglers ,  env i ronmenta l is ts ,  
farmers and ranchers,  and those who 
own or  manage land.   To learn more,  v is i t  
our  websi te  a t  www.wl f . lou is iana.gov and 
c l ick  on Comprehensive Wildl i fe  
Conservat ion Strategy - -  under  ABOUT 
LDWF --  on the home page.  

 

C a j u n  P r a i r i e  
By Larry Allain, USGS, National Wetlands Research Center 

When Europeans arr ived in  southwest  Louis iana,  they 
d iscovered a vast  expanse of  ta l l  grass pra i r ie  extending f rom 
the Atchafa laya River  bas in in  the east  to  the Sabine River  
bas in in  the west .   Th is  seemingly  endless grass land was 
b isected in to  smal ler  pra i r ies ,  or  coves,  by ga l lery  forests  that  
formed a long bayous and s t reams.   Set t led f i rs t  by the 
Acadian 's ,  expel led f rom Nova Scot ia ,  th is  area is  now refer red 
to  as the Cajun Pra i r ie .   In  the la te  1800 's  Midwestern 
immigrants  ar r ived by ra i l road and quick ly  conver ted the near ly  
2 .5 mi l l ion acres of  Cajun pra i r ie  to  r ice,  sugarcane,  and forage.   

Today less than 1,000 acres of  Cajun pra i r ie  
remain,  most ly  in  narrow st r ips a long ra i l road 
t racks and some marsh f r inging s i tes.   P ic ture at  
r ight  o f  Eunice Pra i r ie  Natura l  Area.  

Soi l  type,  f i re ,  ra infa l l ,  graz ing,  and other  factors  combine to  create the 
condi t ions necessary for  the estab l ishment  and maintenance of  pra i r ie .   A 
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dense c lay layer  be low the so i l  sur face,  regular  f i res,  compet i t ion f rom 
aggress ive perennia ls ,  and perhaps other  factors  exc lude woody p lants ,  
prevent ing pra i r ies f rom becoming forests .   Cajun pra i r ie  is  dominated by 
grasses wi th  l i t t le  b luestem (shown page 3 on le f t  –  fa l l  co lor ) ,  s lender  
b luestem, b ig  b luestem (shown le f t  –  fa l l  co lor ) ,  Ind ian grass,  eastern 
gammagrass,  and swi tchgrass being the more common 
species.   A l l  but  s lender  b luestem are a lso the common grass 

species of  the Midwestern Uni ted States Pra i r ies.   A profus ion of  over  350 
species of  wi ld f lowers produce a bewi lder ing d isp lay of  co lors  f rom ear ly  
spr ing to  fa l l .   The c lear  ye l low f lowers of  par t r idge pea,  fa lse wi ld- ind igos 
(shown r ight ) ,  conef lowers,  and goldenrods buzz wi th  bees on warm 
morn ings.   But ter f l ies  f l i t  between mi lkweeds,  purp le  b laz ingstars  (shown 
above) ,  and severa l  spec ies of  aster .   Beet les,  wasps and even f l ies  v is i t  the 
whi te  f lowers of  but ton snakeroot  and c luster  bushmint ,  whi le dozens of  spec ies of  
grasshopper  munch the numerous grass leaves.   A l l  the whi le dragonf l ies ,  prey ing 
mant is ,  and green t ree f rogs lay in  wai t .   Th is  p le thora of  smal l  an imals  prov ides a food 
source to a great  var ie ty  o f  o ther  an imals  inc lud ing grass land bi rds,  cons idered to  be in  
rap id dec l ine.  

Many p lants  and animals  once common in  southwest  Louis iana are now gone f rom th is  
cr i t ica l ly  imper i led ecosystem, inc lud ing the Louis iana pra i r ie  vo le ,  At twater 's  pra i r ie  
ch icken,  b ison,  ante lope,  e lk ,  red wol f ,  Louis iana Ind ian paintbrush,  e tc .   Before the few 
remain ing remnants are gone,  federa l  and s tate agencies as wel l  as c i t izen groups and 
non-prof i t  organizat ions are at tempt ing to  rescue the par ts  (spec ies)  and reassemble  

them in  restorat ions.   Sc ient is ts  are work ing to  gather 
ecolog ical  data and develop restorat ion methodology and 
in f rast ructure before th is  most  endangered ecosystem is  lost .   
Severa l  restorat ions are now underway in  Louis iana and many 
impor tant  and rare spec ies (such as wand b lackroot  –  shown 
at  le f t  and pra i r ie  pars ley – shown at  r ight )  have been 
successfu l ly  estab l ished.   In  the few shor t  years s ince the estab l ishment  o f  

these p lant ings numerous grass land bi rds,  rept i les ,  and insects  have appeared.   To f ind  
out  more about  Louis iana’s  vanish ing pra i r ies and the ef for ts  to  save i t ,  v is i t  the Cajun 
Pra i r ie  Habi ta t  Preservat ion Society ’s  websi te  at  www.cajunpra i r ie .org,  and U.S.  
Geological  Survey,  Nat ional  Wet lands Research Center ’s  websi te  at  
h t tp : / /www.nwrc.usgs.gov/pra i r ie / index.htm 
 

Sciss or-tai led Fl ycatc her  
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 ( T y r a n n u s  f o r f i c a t u s )  Length 13"  Photo by Larry  Di t to   
www/bi rdbuzz.com/s i te /backyard_bi rds    by Deborah Gr i f f i th   

h t tp : / /www.photomigrat ions.com/ar t ic les/0406600.htm  by Bi l l  Horn 

There is  a lmost  no mistak ing the sc issor- ta i led f lycatcher .   The 
male ’s  n ine- inch- long ta i l  and the female ’s  s l ight ly  shor ter  one 
proc la ims the i r  ident i ty  whether  seen in  good l ight  or  in  s i lhouet te,  
f ly ing or  perched.   Except  for  the fork- ta i led f lycatcher  o f  the 
Amer ican t rop ics (an ext remely rare  vagrant  nor th  of  the Mexican 
border) ,  no other  Nor th Amer ican b i rd has such a long,  narrow ta i l  
compared wi th  i ts  body s ize.   The sc issor- ta i l ’s  predominant  is  pa le  
gray approaching whi te  on the face and breast .   The wings are 

b lack ish,  the ta i l  b lack and whi te .   Scar le t  “armpi ts”  are most ly  concealed whi le  the b i rd  
is  perched,  and a scar le t  crown patch is  a lmost  a lways h idden.   The f lanks and bel ly  are  
f lushed sa lmon p ink,  which can vary in  br ightness f rom ind iv idual  to  ind iv idual .   
The migratory  sc issor- ta i led f lycatcher  breeds f rom ext reme nor theastern Mexico 
(genera l ly  wi th in  a shor t  d is tance of  the Texas border)  nor th  through southeastern New 
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Mexico,  Texas,  Oklahoma,  ext reme southeastern Colorado,  most  o f  Kansas,  western  
Missour i ,  Arkansas,  and much of  western and nor thern Louis iana.   Thei r  bu lky,  s t ick  nest  
conta ins up to  5  creamy brown-spot ted eggs and is  l ined wi th  sof t  mater ia ls  p laced in  a  
so l i tary ,  iso la ted t ree.   Over  the past  few decades the sc issor ta i l  has expanded i ts  range 
s ign i f icant ly .   In  Missour i  the species has moved nor th  to ,  and even beyond,  the Missour i  
R iver .   I ts  Arkansas range has moved nor theastward across the s tate toward the 
Miss iss ipp i  River .   In  Louis iana the sc issor ta i l  has moved eastward f rom the Red River  
area across the nor thern par t  o f  the s tate near ly  to  the Miss iss ipp i .   Sc issor ta i ls  have 
successfu l ly  nested in  western Tennessee severa l  t imes s ince 1983.  
Look for  sc issor ta i ls  in  near ly  any k ind of  open country  wi th  scat tered t rees,  such as 
pra i r ies,  pastures,  crop land,  and even res ident ia l  areas wi th  large,  open lo ts .   Sc issor-
ta i led f lycatchers are of ten seen perched on ut i l i ty  wires or  fences.   They are qu i te  
approachable most  o f  the t ime and especia l ly  when nest ing.   Photographing them f rom a 
vehic le  prov ides the best  oppor tun i ty  for  b i rd  photographers.   As wi th  most  b i rds,  they 
are less in t imidated by vehic les than by humans.   They consume a great  number of  
grasshoppers,  cr ickets ,  sp iders,  and other  ground-dwel l ing insects  making them 
economical ly  impor tant  and popular  wi th  farmers and ranchers.   Thei r  song is  a  low-
p i tched pid ik  pek p ik  p ik  p idEEK .  I ts  common cal l  is  a  low,  f la t  pik ,  a lso pik-prr r  or  a  
h igher ,  sharp k id .  
No other  Nor th  Amer ican Songbi rd is  as long- ta i led as these f lycatchers.   Males begin 
the i r  famous "sky dance,"  dur ing spr ing,  a  popular  s i te  a long roadsides dur ing spr ing and 
ear ly  summer.   Af ter  c l imbing about  100 feet  in  the a i r ,  the male makes a ser ies of  V-
shaped f l ights ,  then p lunges down in  an er rat ic  z igzag course of ten somersaul t ing whi le 
u t ter ing a ro l l ing,  cack l ing cal l .   The per formance has been descr ibed as "an aer ia l  ba l le t  
o f  incomparable grace."   The common name is  der ived f rom i ts  former  Lat in  name -  
Muscivor ia  for f icata,  meaning " f ly ing"- "sc issors"  and " to  devour . "   The pr inc ipa l  threat  to  
sc issor- ta i ls  is  poaching.   A great  number of  b i rds have been k i l led by poachers who 
wanted only  the b i rd 's  ta i l .  
 

O r n a t e  B o x  T u r t l e     (Ter rapene o rna ta  Agass iz )  
By LNHP and Judy Jones 
 
The Ornate Box Tur t le  gets  i ts  name f rom i ts  beaut i fu l ly  
decorated domed carapace ( top shel l ) ,  dark  brown or  b lack  
and bold ly  pat terned wi th  wide,  ye l low st r ipes rad iat ing 
outwards.   Thei r  domed carapace is  f la t  on the top and 
smooth a long the edges.   Thei r  p last ron (bot tom shel l )  has a 
d iv ided gular  scut ,  wi th  a  h inge between abdominal  and 
pectora l  scutes.   Th is  h inge forms two movable lobes (See 
p ic ture be low) capable of  enc los ing the ent i re body wi th in  
the shel l .   The p last ron is  a lso dark brown and has a pat tern  
of  ye l low l ines.   These smal l  tur t les wi l l  on ly  grow to s l ight ly  more than 6”  long and can 
l ive for  50 years;  average l i fe  span is  30 years.   Female and male Ornate Box Tur t les 
can be ident i f ied by the i r  i r ises;  Male ’s  are red and Female ’s  are ye l low or  brown.  

These box tur t les are found throughout  the midwestern s tates 
inc lud ing Ind iana,  Iowa,  and Wisconsin,  southward through Texas 
and the eastern edge of  Louis iana to  the Gul f  Coast .   The 
subspecies Terrapene ornata Agass iz  inhabi ts  Louis iana.   They 
prefer  open areas dominated by grasses and brushy vegetat ion such 
as pra i r ies,  grass lands,  and sandy p la ins.   However ,  they are  
occas ional ly  found in  forests .   Ornate Box Tur t les forage through 
the herbaceous layer  for  ar thropods such as beet les,  caterp i l lars ,  

and grasshoppers.   They are  adept  a t  catch ing insects  as they f ly  or  walk  by.   They a lso 
l ike to  eat  berr ies i f  ava i lab le ,  some vegetat ion,  and carr ion (dead animal  mat ter ) .   
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Unfor tunate ly ,  Ornate Box Tur t les are great ly  imper i led and dec l in ing in  Louis iana (s ta te  
rank – S1)  for  a  number of  reasons:  co l lected for  pet  t rade,  habi ta t  dest ruct ion,  
pest ic ides,  and acc idents  wi th  cars  or  lawn mowers.  

Male Ornate Box Tur t les mature at  7  years and females mature at  8  years of  age.   They 
typ ica l ly  mate in  ear ly  spr ing and the females wi l l  d ig  the i r  nests  between May and Ju ly 
to  burry  2  -  8  eggs at  dusk in  open,  dry  areas.   Young Ornate Box Tur t les s tar t  d igg ing 
themselves out  a f ter  hatch ing dur ing October .   Juveni les are rare ly  encountered in  the 
wi ld  because they spend most  o f  the i r  t ime in  abandoned burrows.    When above ground 
the juveni les are of ten covered wi th  mud or  cow dung,  making them blend in  wi th  the i r  
env i ronment .   P lease contact  LNHP at  225-765-2820 i f  you encounter  an Ornate Box 
Tur t le  in  your  area.  
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