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HICAGO WAS A BUSTLING CITY OF OVER 30,000 RESIDENTS ON THE PRAIRIE FRONTIER IN 1858
WHEN REVEREND MOTHER GALLWEY AND SIX SISTERS FROM THE SOCIETY OF THE SACRED HEART
ARRIVED TO OPEN A SCHOOL FOR YOUNG WOMEN. THEY FOUND A YOUNG METROPOLIS THAT WAS
ALREADY THE WORLD’S LARGEST RAIL CENTER WITH TEN RAIL LINES AND OVER 3,000 MILES OF
TRACK, BULGING GRAIN ELEVATORS AND WAREHOUSES FORETOLD THE TRANSCONTINENTAL:
TRANSPORT OF RICH CROPS FROM NEARBY GREAT PLAINS’ FARMLANDS TO MARKET. LUMBER; IRON,
GRAIN, AND WORKERS MOVED IN UNPRECEDENTED NUMBERS THROUGH THE YOUNG CITY S GROWDED
WHARVES. CHICAGO WAS SOON TO BECOME LEGENDARY FOR ITS DRIVE, ENERGY, AND UNPRECEDENTED
RATE OF GROWTH, JUST AS THE SCHOOLS ESTABLISHED BY THIS ORDER OF HUMBLE, HARDWORKING

NUNS WERE TO BECOME LEGENDARY FOR THEIR ADVANCED APPROACH TO WOMEN'S EDUCATION.

CHICAGO’S PROMISING FUTURE WAS ALREADY APPARENT, AND THE CITY S BISHOP, ANTHONY
O’REGAN, RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR QUALITY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS TO SERVE A
GROWING POPULATION. THE REPUTATION OF THE RELIGIOUS OF THE SACRED HEART AS' GIFTED
EDUCATORS EQUALLY COMMITTED TO SCHOLARSHIP AND SERVICE WAS WIDELY KNOWN, AND HE
INVITED THEM TO CHICAGO TO OPEN A SCHOOL. THUS THE SEMINARY OF THE SACRED HEART IN
CHICAGO BECAME ONE OF MANY SACRED HEART SCHOOLS TO BE ESTABLISHED IN THE UNITED
STATES. SACRED HEART SCHOOLS WERE SOUGHT AFTER THROUGHOUT MID-NINETEENTH CENTURY
AMERICA; BY 1865, 28 SACRED HEART SCHOOLS HAD BEEN FOUNDED IN THE YOUNG NATION. IN
CHICAGO, AS ELSEWHERE, THE RELIGIOUS UNDERTOOK THEIR MISSION WITH GREAT ENTERPRISE,
ESTABLISHING AND OPERATING SCHOOLS, PURCHASING LAND, AND HIRING ARCHITECTS TO
DESIGN BUILDINGS. THEY ALSO OPENED SCHOOLS FOR POOR CHILDREN, IN KEEPING WITH THEIR
FOUNDER’S DIRECTIVE OF OPERATING A FREE SCHOOL WHEREVER THERE WAS A SACRED FIEART
ACADEMY. IN SPITE OF THEIR CLOISTER, THEY WORKED WITH THE PARISH COMMUNITY TO GIVE

AID TO THE IMPOVERISHED, ORPHANED AND SICK RESIDENTS OF EARLY CHICAGO.

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF MOTHER GALLWEY AND HER GROWING TEAM OF TEN SISTERS, THE
SEMINARY OF THE SACRED HEART GREW RAPIDLY, NECESSITATING A MOVE WITHIN MONTHS FROM A
SMALL RENTED BRICK HOUSE ON WABASH AVENUE IN DOWNTOWN CHICAGO TO A LARGE ERAME
MANSION AT RusH AND ILLINOIS STREETS. THERE AN INTELLECTUAL ORIENTATION WAS ASSUMED,
NOT IMPOSED, BY EDUCATORS WHO BELIEVED THAT THEIR CHARGES MUST LEARN MORE THAN

THE SOCIAL GRACES. THE SOCIETY’S FOUNDERS, INTELLECTUALLY GIFTED WOMEN WHO HAD WON
DIPLOMAS BEFORE TAKING THEIR VOWS, HAD INTENDED THAT SACRED HEART SCHOOLS EDUCATE
AND PREPARE YOUNG WOMEN FOR EFEECTIVE LEADERSHIP IN SOCIETY, AND DEVELOPED A STRONG
AND WELL-ROUNDED PLAN OF STUDIES DEVELOPED IN 180§ TO ACCOMPLISH THIS. GUIDED BY THIS
PLAN OF STUDIES, COURSES, OFTEN CONDUCTED IN FRENCH, INCLUDED SUCH CHALLENGING
SUBJECTS FOR YOUNG LADIES AS “PHILOSOPHICAL AND CHEMICAL STUDIES, BOTANY, ALGEBRA, LATIN
AND GERMAN, IN ADDITION TO THE MORE TRADITIONAL SUBJECTS LIKE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE AND
NEEDLEWORK. BEFORE LONG, THE SCHOOL BECAME WIDELY ACCLAIMED FOR ITS ACADEMIC RIGOR.
“THE COURSE IS ACADEMIC AND THOSE FAMILIAR WITH THE INSTITUTION SPEAK OF IT AS ONE OF

THE BEST AND MOST CREDITABLE IN THE WEST, BOASTED THE CHICAGO TIMES IN 1873
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ACRED HEART SCHOOLS PRACTICED STRICT DISCIPLINE AS A MEANS TO TRAIN CHARACTER,
SELF-CONTROL AND ATTENTION, AS WELL AS TO DEVELOP CONSIDERATION FOR OTHERS AND
PROMOTE INTERNAL REFLECTION. STUDENTS WERE EXPECTED TO REMAIN SILENT BETWEEN CLASSES |
AND WALK IN RANKS DURING THE SCHOOL DAY. THE ORDER TO SILENCE WAS COMMUNICATED BY ‘
THE SHARP CLAP OF THE ‘SIGNAL,” A SMALL, HAND-HELD WOODEN DEVICE, THAT, WHEN SNAPPED 1

SHUT, COULD BE HEARD CLEARLY IN A CROWDED ROOM.

ONE DISCIPLINARY EXERCISE STILL REMEMBERED VIVIDLY BY MANY ALUMNAE WAS PRIMES,
MEANING “PRIZES,” PRACTICED IN ALL SACRED HEART SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

UNTIL THE 1960S. ON MONDAYS THE ENTIRE SCHOOL ASSEMBLED, AND EACH GIRL, WEARING
WHITE GLOVES, WAS GIVEN A SMALL CARD JUDGING HER CONDUCT DURING THE PAST WEEK.  IRES
BIEN” CARDS WERE GIVEN FOR “VERY GOOD~ BEHAVIOR, THE LESSER ‘BIEN” CARDS FOR GOOD’
BEHAVIOR, AND DREADED “ASSEZ BIEN” CARDS, MEANING “GOOD TRY, FOR MEDIOCRE BEHAVIOR.
UPON RECEIPT OF HER CARD, EACH PUPIL DUTIFULLY CURTSIED TO THE REVEREND MOTHER. i

CARDS WERE RETURNED TO THE THRIFTY NUNS FOR USE AT THE FOLLOWING WEEK S PRIMES.

DISCIPLINE WAS CARRIED OUT IN THE FORM OF POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT. T HOSE PEREORMING
WELL IN CERTAIN SUBJECTS WERE GIVEN MEDALS TO WEAR FOR AN ENTIRE WEEK. HHAND-PAINTED,
SILVER-FRAMED FIRST AND SECOND MEDALLIONS WERE AWARDED THE TOP TWO LEADERS OF THE
SCHOOL, WHO WERE CHOSEN BY A VOTE OF THEIR PEERS. I WICE A YEAR, COVETED ' RIBBONS OF
MERIT” WERE AWARDED TO THOSE WHO DEMONSTRATED QUALITIES OF LEADERSHIP IN THE SCHOOL
COMMUNITY, WITH RIBBONS OF “GooD CONDUCT’ THE HIGHEST OF THESE AWARDS, ONCE AGAIN,

A VOTE OF THE STUDENT BODY DETERMINED THE RECIPIENTS, WITH THE NUNS RATIFYING THE

FINAL DECISION. DEPENDING UPON THE RECIPIENT S GRADE LEVEL, A BLUE, GREEN, RED, OR PINK
RIBBON WAS WORN PROUDLY FOR THE DURATION OF THE SCHOOL YEAR ACROSS ONE SHOULDER

AND TIED AT THE WAIST. | HESE STUDENT LEADERS, CALLED THE RIBBONS, HAD THE HONOR OF |

HELPING THE RELIGIOUS RUN THE SCHOOL, MUCH LIKE TODAY’S STUDENT COUNCIL MEMBERS,

DESPITE SUCH STRICT CODES OF CONDUCT, SACRED HEART NUNS WERE EXCEPTIONALLY
TOLERANT OF OTHER RELIGIONS. THEY WELCOMED PROTESTANT GIRLS INTO THEIR SCHOOL
FROM ITS INCEPTION AND MADE NO ATTEMPT TO INTERFERE WITH THE RELIGIOUS BELIEES OF '
NON-CATHOLIC PUPILS. AS A RESULT, MANY PROMINENT PROTESTANT CHICAGO FAMILIES SENT
THEIR DAUGHTERS TO THE SEMINARY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ITS EXCELLENT ACADEMIC PROGRAM,
MANY OF OUR FIRST FAMILIES RECEIVED THEIR TRAINING THERE, STATED A HISTORY OF HOLY

Famiry PARiSH, “AND OWE TO THE ACCOMPLISHED AND DEVOTED LLADIES OF THE SACRED HEART

THEIR ACQUIREMENTS IN LEARNING AND IN THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR WHICH THE INSTITUTION
IS STILL PROVERBIAL.” AMONG THESE WAS BERTHA HONORE, THE FUTURE WIEE OF FAMED EARLY ‘

CHICAGO REAL ESTATE MAGNATE AND OWNER OF THE PALMER House HoTeL, POTTER PALMER. :




The wind blew- with such violence f/faé/m/‘(/o/z,f (9/ the /'0(0/§ (0/[ the
ézz/'/zz'/zcy/ /éoaa?agﬁ// wy greal number i om:ym'(éw 0/1@ lwo /{;KMO/M
oUl Q1 aASS. T about three ﬁom’a‘, tewelve homes: were burned. W (14//'/'/(2/11

this senister tame, someone noticed that @ /;/mfzs walked beteween [/fg ﬁ(
and our /,laéér(m/e; fe seemed to- be frayang: I vain it was myécf(/
“Who-is a?” No-one /‘ecgy/ufza/ foime. Oure chiddvern answered without

é&u'é{l[[/(zg/ and with , greal ,smp/zcgz/ that [éey- were Sure tt was
Jt. WMichael whomne féy fad so- gﬁ{/z/ wnvoked.

Account oF THE GREAT Fire, HOUSE JOURNALS, OCTOBER 1871

( )

From the owutset the chz//miy arecw- the
o/ . 2 ? a4
(1411{7/7[(’/3? M 64«@0— s /?/*.ff cilrzens (1//(/
/er/lo/ga/(//',;/y fas never waned. With the
years Us /'c’/w/m‘m/z as w select /1/(1(‘(’ (0/
Aﬂa/'/zz'/cz,(// J/J/wm/ wnte forég/ L ls 07¢ p/
the best /f/m(wz /J/z'oﬂt() schools m the
stale (z/m/ (0omeern /11/10 ae /)/*()/1/('/1(’/1/
we J0€1'(’£/// the coz//z/{y oVl (eI
once enrolled as its /J///J{A

Tue New WorLp, MAY 11, 1907




HE SEMINARY'S POPULARITY INCREASED STEADILY, PROMPTING THE NUNS TO PURCHASE SEVEN

ACRES AT WEST TAYLOR AND LyrLE STREETS IN HOLY FAMILY PARISH IN 1860 FOR A NEW AND

LARGER FACILITY. THEIR RUSH STREET BUILDING WAS FLOATED DOWN THE CHICAGO RIVER TO )
THE NEW SITE WHERE IT WAS UTILIZED UNTIL IT COULD NO LONGER ACCOMMODATE THE SCHOOL §

GROWING ENROLLMENT. THE RELIGIOUS HIRED ARCHITECT JOHN VAN OSDEL, WELL-KNOWN

DESIGNER OF THE INTERIOR OF Hory Famiry CHURCH, TO DESIGN A NEW SCHOOL BUILDING

FOR THE SEMINARY AT 12§6 WEST TAYLOR STREET. THE SUBSTANTIAL FACILITY HE DESIGNED |
CONTAINED ELEVEN CLASSROOMS, TWO LIBRARIES, AN OFFICE, A LARGE PLAY ROOM, AND LARGE

MEETING AND RECEPTION HALLS, AND OPENED WITH 4§0 STUDENTS. AT THE SAME TIME, THE NUNS

CONVERTED THEIR FRAME BUILDING INTO A FREE SCHOOL FOR POOR CHILDREN. [N FACT, ONE
OF THE LAST MATERIAL GIFTS TO THE UNITED STATES OF THE ORDER'S FOUNDER, NMADELEINE |

SoPHIE BARAT, WERE FUNDS TO EDUCATE THE 450 GIRLS OF Hory Eamiry PARIsH. i

THE RELIGIOUS SOUGHT TO MAINTAIN FOR THEIR STUDENTS A QUIET, ISOLATED ENVIRONMENT
TO ENHANCE STUDY AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH THAT WAS SEPARATE FROM THE CITY’S WORLDLY |
TEMPTATIONS, NOISE, AND DISTRACTIONS. For THIS REASON, ALL PAYING STUDENTS WERE
REQUIRED TO BOARD AT THE SCHOOL, AND SEVEN ACRES OF GROUNDS SURROUNDING THE SCHOOE
BUILDINGS WERE LANDSCAPED WITH WALKS, GARDENS, AND FRUIT TREES TO PROVIDE RECREATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS AWAY FROM THE RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD AROUND THE

SEMINARY. A SMALL MAN-MADE LAKE EVEN PROVIDED ROWBOATING ACTIVITY FOR PUPILS.
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THE CLOISTERED SACRED HEART NUNS PARTICIPATED FULLY IN THE LIFE OF EARLY CHICAGO.
DurING AND AFTER THE GREAT CHICAGO FIRE IN 1871, THE SISTERS OFFERED AID TO ALL IN |
NEED AROUND THEM. WHILE THE FIRE BURNED BLOCKS AWAY, THEY SERVED COFFEE ALL

THROUGH THE NIGHT TO FIREMEN WORKING TO CONTAIN THE BLAZE. As ONE OF THE FEW

CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS IN THE CITY ESCAPING DESTRUCTION FROM THE FIRE, THE SEMINARY
PROVIDED SHELTER FOR THREE WEEKS TO 90 PEOPLE LEFT HOMELESS, INCLUDING BENEDICTINE,
GoOD SHEPHERD, AND MAGDALEN SISTERS, BENEDICTINE STUDENTS, AND SOME SACRED HEART
FAMILIES. STUDENTS GAVE UP THEIR ROOMS AND SLEPT ON CLASSROOM FLOORS TO PROVIDE ROOM
FOR THOSE NEEDING SHELTER. OF THE 7§ FAMILIES WHOSE DAUGHTERS ATTENDED THE SCHOOL,
40 LOST EVERYTHING THEY OWNED - HOMES AS WELL AS BUSINESSES - IN THE DISASTER. IVIORE
DISTRESSED AT THE PROSPECT OF LEAVING SACRED HEART THAN BY THEIR MATERIAL LOSS, \
ACCORDING TO ACCOUNTS OF THE DAY, THESE FAMILIES WERE REASSURED BY THE RELIGIOUS {
THAT THEIR DAUGHTERS COULD REMAIN AT THE SEMINARY. THEIR TUITION PAYMENTS WERE l
DONATED BY SACRED HEART scHOOLS IN ST. Louis AND St. CHARLES, MISSOURT, AND

MANHATTANVILLE IN NEW YORK.
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URING THE MONTH FOLLOWING THE FIRE, THE SEMINARY OF THE SACRED HEART WAS
DESIGNATED AN OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER FOR AID BY THE CITY S MAYOR. BEDDING,
CLOTHING, AND FOOD WERE SENT TO THE SCHOOL FROM CITIES ALL OVER THE UNITED STATES,
CANADA, AND EUROPE TO BE DISPERSED TO THOSE IN NEED. T HREE FREE MEALS EACH DAY
WERE PROVIDED FOR ANYONE WHO CAME TO THEM FOR HELP DURING THE MONTH FOLLOWING
THE FIRE. FOR THE NEXT THREE DECADES, THE RELIGIOUS OF THE SACRED HEART WORKED
DILIGENTLY WITH PARISH WOMEN, GUIDING AND ASSISTING THEIR EEFORTS TO AID IMPOVERISHED

CHICAGOANS, ORPHANS AND THE ILL.

THROUGHOUT THE 1870S, THE SOCIETY'S WORK IN CHICAGO EXPANDED, IN 1876, A NEW. AND
SEPARATELY-OPERATED DAY SCHOOL WAS OPENED ON IDEARBORN STREET NEAR PRESENT-DAY
CEDAR STREET. By 1879, ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IN BOTH THE BOARDING AND FREE SCHOOLS OF
THE SEMINARY OF THE SACRED HEART ON TAYLOR STREET HAD GROWN TO APPROXIMATELY 1000
STUDENTS OF ALL RELIGIONS. TO ACCOMMODATE THE GROWING ACTIVITY ON TAYLOR STREET, AN
IMPRESSIVE FOUR-STORY SCHOOL BUILDING WAS CONSTRUCTED IN 1879 CONTAINING DORMITORIES,
A GOTHIC CHAPEL WITH STAINED GLASS WINDOWS, RECITAL HALL, THEATER, AND I2 LARGE CLASS-
rooMms. “WITH THIS BEAUTIFUL EDIFICE THE EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SAGRED
HEART . . . . NOW TAKES RANK AMONG THE FOREMOST INSTITUTES DEVOTED TO THE EDUCATION
OF THE HIGHER CLASSES IN THIS CITY AND STATE, “ REPORTED THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE. IN 1886,
THE SCHOOL EXPANDED ONCE AGAIN BY ADDING A CHAPEL TO THE 18608 STRUCTURE, WHICH BY

THAT TIME HOUSED THE FREE SCHOOL WITH I0O00 STUDENTS.

As THE SEMINARY OF THE SACRED HEART GREW AND CHANGED, SO DID THE CITY AROUND IT.
By THE 18908, THE TAYLOR STREET NEIGHBORHOOD, LONG A PORT OF ENTRY FOR IMMIGRANTS,
HAD BECOME ONE OF CHICAGO’S MOST DENSELY POPULATED RESIDENTIAL AREAS. IMMIGRANTS
ARRIVING IN GREAT WAVES WERE BLAMED FOR CARRYING AND SPREADING ILLNESS AS SANITATION
PROBLEMS CREATED BY POVERTY AND URBAN AMERICA’S EXPLOSIVE POPULATION GROWTH WERE
IDENTIFIED AS A MAJOR CAUSE OF DISEASE. MANY CITY DWELLERS BEGAN TO SEEK A MORE

HEALTHFUL ENVIRONMENT FOR FAMILY LIFE IN COMMUNITIES OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS.

BEFORE LONG, THE MIDDLE AND UPPER CLASS RESIDENTS OF THE TAYLOR STREET AREA HAD
MOVED AWAY, LEAVING A LARGELY WORKING CLASS OR IMPOVERISHED RESIDENTIAL POPULATION.,
THESE DRAMATIC URBAN DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES EXPLAIN THE GROWTH OF THE SEMINARY'S
PARISH SCHOOL DURING THE LAST DECADES OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, WHICH SERVED WORK~
ING CLASS AND POOR FAMILIES. THEY ALSO EXPLAIN THE GREAT NEED FOR PARISH COMMUNITY
SERVICE, WHICH THE CLOISTERED RELIGIOUS CONDUGTED THROUGH THEIR GRADUATES AND
CHILDREN OF MARY SODALITIES. MANY SACRED HEART GRADUATES WOULD CHOOSE THEIR
VOCATION WITH SACRED HEART TO CONTINUE THIS WORK, WHILE OTHERS BECAME AGTIVE IN

WORKING WITH ITALIAN IMMIGRANTS IN THE AREA. JANE ADDAMS OPENED HuiL HOUSE IN 1880,
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THE NATION’S FIRST SETTLEMENT HOUSE TO AID IMMIGRANTS, ONLY BLOCKS AWAY EROM THE
SEMINARY OF THE SACRED HEART., YET THIS WAS ONLY ONE OF MANY SUCH EFFORTS IN THE
COMMUNITY, AS SACRED HEART GRADUATES FOUNDED MADONNA CENTER IN 1898, CHICAGO’S

FIRST CATHOLIC SETTLEMENT HOUSE, AND Hory GUARDIAN ANGEL PARISH IN 1899,

NATIONALLY, THE RELIGIOUS STRUGGLED WITH THESE URBAN PRESSURES. I HEIR BELIEF IN
MAINTAINING BOARDING SCHOOLS IN RELATIVELY ISOLATED LOCALES TO LIMIT THE INTRUSION

OF WORLDLY DISTRACTIONS INTO THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT, AS WELL AS THEIR ECONOMIC NEED
TO ATTRACT FAMILIES OF MEANS WHO WOULD BE COMFORTABLE SENDING THEIR DAUGHTERS TO
LIVE AT THE SCHOOL, MADE IT APPARENT THAT SACRED HEART BOARDING SCHOOLS COULD NO

LONGER BE ACCOMMODATED IN DENSE URBAN NEIGHBORHOODS.,

THEREFORE, THE SISTERS BEGAN MOVING THEIR BOARDING SCHOOLS TO LOCATIONS OUTSIDE
THE CITY WHILE MAINTAINING DAY AND PARISH SCHOOLS IN THE HEART OF EACH URBAN AREA
IN WHICH THEY OPERATED MORE THAN ONE SCHOOL. THUS, THE RELIGIOUS ON WEST TAYLOR
STREET BEGAN LOOKING FOR PROPERTY OUTSIDE OF CHICAGO FOR THEIR BOARDING SCHOOL,
WHILE THE OTHER SACRED HEART DAY SCHOOL, OPERATED SEPARATELY, REMAINED IN THE CITY.
THIS DAY SCHOOL HAD MOVED BY THAT TIME TO THE INTERSECTION OF CHICAGO AND STATE
STREETS ADJACENT TO HOory NAME CATHEDRAL, AND WOULD ULTIMATELY MOVE AGAIN BEFORE

LOCATING IN ITS PRESENT BUILDING AT 62§0 NORTH SHERIDAN ROAD.

IN 1901, A 42-ACRE WOODED SITE THAT WAS EASILY ACCESSIBLE BY TRAIN IN THE TOWN OF LAKE
FOREST, NORTH OF THE CITY, WAS PURCHASED BY THE NUNS AS A NEW LOCATION FOR THEIR BOARD-
ING SCHOOL. CONSTRUCTION OF A SCHOOL BUILDING BEGAN IMMEDIATELY UNDER THE DIRECTION
OF MoTHER VAN DEN ABEELE, WHO SUPERVISED ARCHITECTS JAMES |. EGAN AND CHARLES H.
PrRINDEVILLE. WELL-KNOWN FOR THEIR MANY CHURCH DESIGNS, INCLUDING SAINT VINCENT DE
PauL 1N CHICAGO, AS WELL AS CONVENTS AND CATHOLIC ACADEMIES THROUGHOUT THE VIIDWEST,
EGAN AND PRINDEVILLE DESIGNED AN IMPRESSIVE AND STYLISH THREE-STORY GEORGIAN BUILDING
FOR THE (CONVENT) ACADEMY OF THE SACRED HEART. THE SCHOOL OPENED IN 1904 TO BOTH
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY STUDENTS, MANY OF WHOM CAME FROM THE TAYLOR STREET SCHOOL.
By 1910, THE PARISH SCHOOL ON TAYLOR STREET HAD BEEN SUBSUMED INTO THE PAROCHIAL
SCHOOL SYSTEM, SINCE THE CLOISTERED RELIGIOUS OF THE SACRED HEART WERE UNABLE TO
LEAVE THE CONVENT TO WORK WITH PARISH FAMILIES, AS REQUIRED BY BISHOP'S DECREE, AND

THE TAYLOR STREET BUILDING WAS SOLD TO THE CHICAGO HEBREW INSTITUTE.

THE AcADEMY IN LAKE FOREST CONTINUED THE ACADEMICALLY RIGOROUS SACRED HEART
PROGRAM OF STUDY AND DISCIPLINE. WELL-PLANNED AND THOROUGH PROGRAMS IN ENGLISH
LITERATURE AND HISTORY WERE AS ADVANCED AS COLLEGE COURSES. SUCH COURSE OFEERINGS
EVENTUALLY EVOLVED INTO TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE-LEVEL CLASSES OFFERED AT THE ACADEMY
IN LAKE FOREST, WHICH EXPANDED OVER TWO DECADES TO GIVE BIRTH TO BARAT COLLEGE IN
1918. THIS WAS NOT UNIQUE WITHIN THE ORDER: TEN FOUR-YEAR SACRED HEART COLLEGES AND
SEVERAL TWO-YEAR COLLEGES WOULD GROW OUT OF THE ADVANCED EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS OF

SACRED HEART SECONDARY SCHOOLS ACROSS THE NATION.
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HE ACADEMY CONTINUED AS A BOARDING SCHOOL UNTIL 93T, WHEN THE FIRST DAY
STUDENTS WERE ADMITTED, AND NUMBERS GREW RAPIDLY ONCE AGAIN. THROUGHOUT THE 19205
AND 1930S, THE ARRAY OF EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS EXPANDED TO INéLUDE
SPORTS, DRAMA AND DANCE, IN ADDITION TO ACADEMIC CLUBS. IN 1939, A LITERARY PUBLICATION,
“LE DERNIER MOT,” MEANING “THE LAST WORD,  WAS CONCEIVED, WRITTEN AND PRODUCED BY
STUDENTS. THE SCHOOL’S YOUNG WOMEN CONTINUED TO WRITE AND PRODUCE THIS PUBLICATION
FOR EIGHT MORE YEARS, AFTER WHICH TIME IT EVOLVED UNDER THE SAME NAME INTO THE
ACADEMY’S FIRST YEARBOOK. PORTRAITS OF THE FOURTH ACADEMIC, OR SENIOR CLASS MEMBERS,
EACH WEARING A SWEATER AND STRAND OF PEARLS, GRACED THE PAGES OF THIS INAUGURAL 1949
YEARBOOK. SCHOOL PLAYS, OPERETTAS, AND ICE CARNIVALS - ELABORATE COSTUMED STUDENT
PRODUCTIONS OF FAIRY TALES PERFORMED ON A SKATING RINK ON THE GROUNDS - ROUNDED OUT
THE ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE. EACH CONGE, OR “PLAY DAY,  THE NUNS ALLOWED THEIR CHARGES
THE RARE AND NOW-LEGENDARY THRILL OF SLIDING THREE STORIES DOWN A SPIRAL CHUTE

INSIDE THE SCHOOL’S METAL FIRE ESCAPE.

ENROLLMENT AT THE ACADEMY CONTINUED TO GROW AT ALL GRADE LEVELS, AS WELL AS AT
BARAT COLLEGE, DURING THESE YEARS, MAKING IT INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT FOR ALL OF

THESE EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES TO SHARE ONE BUILDING. THE DECISION WAS FINALLY MADE

TO SEPARATE THE COLLEGE FACILITY BY BUILDING A NEW STRUCTURE FOR THE ELEMENTARY

AND SECONDARY SCHOOL ON A I2-ACRE PORTION OF THE CAMPUS. DESIGNED BY LOEBL,
SCHLOSSMAN & BENNETT AND COMPLETED IN I96I, THE MOST STRIKING FEATURE OF THE NEW
BUILDING WAS A MODERNIST CHAPEL WITH A 64 FOOT HIGH TRIANGULAR POINTED STEEL ERAME
SUGGESTING THE FORM OF PRAYING HANDS, CLAD IN ALUMINUM AND GLASS. TO COMMEMORATE
THIS SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT IN THE SCHOOL'S GROWTH, A CONTEST WAS HELD TO RENAME
THE ACADEMY. ALUMNA CrLAIRE BiceaM McQUEENY'S ENTRY, “WOODLANDS ACADEMY OF

THE SACRED HEART,” WAS CHOSEN TO HONOR THE SCHOOL S BEAUTIFULLY WOODED CAMPUS.

THE ADVENT OF VATICAN II IN 1967 DRAMATICALLY CHANGED LIFE FOR THE RELIGIOUS OF

THE SACRED HEART BY OPENING THE DOORS OF CLOISTERED CONVENTS. THE RELIGIOUS WERE
CHALLENGED TO EMERGE INTO A WORLD UNDERGOING DRASTIC CHANGE AND RE-EXAMINE THEIR
COMMITMENT AND ROLE WITHIN THIS CONTEXT. NEVER ADVERSE TO CHANGE, THESE DEVOTED
WOMEN SOUGHT NEW WAYS OF EDUCATING WITHIN A FRAME OF REFERENCE THAT REMAINED

ROOTED IN CHRIST.

THESE WERE DIFFICULT YEARS FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS. DIMINISHING NUMBERS OF RELIGIOUS
TO OPERATE AND TEACH IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS REQUIRED THEM TO PAY MARKET SALARIES TO
GROWING NUMBERS OF LAY STAFF MEMBERS FOR THE FIRST TIME. AS A RESULT OF THIS FINANCIAL
BURDEN, THE RELIGIOUS OF THE SACRED HEART MADE THE DIFFICULT DECISION TO CLOSE TEN
SAcreD HEART scHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES. THEY ALSO TURNED OVER THE OPERATION OF

SACrRED HEART COLLEGES TO PRIVATE, NON-PROFIT BOARDS OF TRUSTEES,
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HE RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHED THE INETWORK OF SACRED HEART SCHOOLS IN 1972 TO
HELP STRENGTHEN AND UNIFY THEIR AMERICAN SCHOOLS. 1 HEY DEVELOPED THE GOALS AND
CRITERIA OF SAGRED HEART SCHOOLS IN 1975, BASED ON THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ORIGINAL 1805
PLAN OF STUDIES, TO REACQUAINT THEIR AMERICAN SCHOOLS WITH THE EDUCATIONAL PRINGI- |
PLES AND VALUES UPON WHICH THEY HAD BEEN FOUNDED AND WHICH HAD DEFINED SO MUCH OF
THEIR WORK IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. THESE GOALS STATE THAT SCHOOLS OF THE SAGRED
HEART COMMIT THEMSELVES TO EDUCATE TO:

A personal and active faith in God The building of community as a Christian value |
A deep respect for intellectual values Personal growth in an atmosphere of wise freedom. |
A social awareness which impels to action

THE GoALS AND CRITERIA RECOGNIZE ISSUES THAT HAVE CHALLENGED SOCIETY FOR OVER 200 |
YEARS: THE TENSION BETWEEN TRADITION AND CHANGE; CONTINUITY AND TRANSFORMATION; ‘
AND SOCIETY AND THE INDIVIDUAL, THESE FOUNDING PRINCIPLES EMBRACE CHANGE AS AN Y
OPPORTUNITY AND A STARTING POINT FOR TRANSFORMATION. 1 HOSE WHO UNDERSTAND THEM |
GAIN AN APPRECIATION FOR THEIR POTENTIAL AND THEIR CALL TO PARTICIPATE IN THE RESHAP-
ING OF SOCIETY.

SINCE THE FOUNDING OF THE NETWORK OF SACRED HEART SCHOOLS, NETWORK STAEE HAVE
WORKED TO HELP THE 2I SACRED HEART SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES REAFFIRM THEIR MISSION
IN A CHANGING WORLD AND LEARN TO APPEAL TO THEIR COMMUNITIES FOR SUPPORT. IHE ORGANI-
ZATION ALSO WORKS TO ENSURE THAT SACRED HEART EDUCATION AT EACH OF THEIR SCHOOLS
REMAINS STRONG IN STUDIES, SERIOUS IN PRINCIPLES AND RICH IN THE SPIRIT OF LIEE AND LOVE,
AND THAT THEIR SCHOOLS ATTEND TO EACH CHILD'S SPIRITUAL, INTELLECTUAL, EMOTIONAL AND
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT. THE NETWORK IS EXPANDING, BOTH BY ESTABLISHING NEW SCHOOLS TO
SERVE RACIALLY AND CULTURALLY DIVERSE COMMUNITIES, AND BY ENCOURAGING THEIR EXISTING
SCHOOLS TO ATTRACT AND SERVE INCREASINGLY HETEROGENEOUS STUDENT BODIES.
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WoobpLANDs ACADEMY OF THE SACRED HEART (1961-PRESENT) SHARES WITH ITS PREDECESSORS,
Acapemy OF THE SACRED HEART, LAKE FOREST (1904-1961), AND SEMINARY OF THE SACRED

Heart, CHIcAGO (1858-1904) A COMMON HISTORY. THIS INSTITUTION BELONGS TO THE
COMMUNITY THAT BEGAN IN 1800 WITH SAINT MADELEINE SOPHIE BARAT'S VISION, AND
GREW IN 1818 WHEN SAINT RoSE PHILIPPINE DUCHESNE FOUNDED THE FIRST SACRED HEART
SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES. THIS COMMUNITY THRIVES IN OVER 200 SACRED [HEART
SCHOOLS IN 4§ COUNTRIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD TODAY.

WoODLANDS ACADEMY OF THE SACRED HEART CONTINUES TO GROW IN THE TRADITIONS AND

BELIEFS OF ITS FOUNDING RELIGIOUS OF THE SACRED HEART BY TEACHING YOUNG WOMEN OF

MANY RELIGIOUS, NATIONAL, ETHNIC, SOCIO-ECONOMIC, AND RACIAL BACKGROUNDS THE VALUE OF

SERIOUS STUDY, SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, AND STRONG FAITH. ‘FFOR THE SAKE OF A SINGLE CHILD |

WOULD HAVE FOUNDED THE SOCIETY, * SAINT MADELEINE SOPHIE BARAT STATED, AND IT IS FOR THE

SAKE OF EACH YOUNG WOMAN THAT WOODLANDS ACADEMY OF THE SACRED FHEART ENDURES TODAY.
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GHosT OF OLD PuPrILS,
DO YOU EVER COME BACK?

Do YOU RECALL THE GOUTER RANKS,
AND RIBBON, WREATH, AND PRIZE?
Do YOU REMEMBER PRISONERS  BASE

AnD ENGLISH EXERCISE?

THE MOON UPON THE CLASSROOM FLOOR
MAKES RECTANGLES OF LIGHT.
Do YOU UNEARTH OLD LOGIC BOOKS

To STUDY AND RECITE?

AND WHEN A SLINT BELL IS RUNG
DOES SPECTRAL SPEAKING GEASE?
AFTER PRIMES IS THE ROOM ARRANGED

By A GHOSTLY ADJUTRICE?

DOES THE PEACE OF LONG REMEMBERED YEARS
PERVADE THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL,
As GHOSTS SIT STILL TO HEAR AGAIN

THE READING OF THE RULE?

By Helen Gondon, Glass of 1958,
L Derpeer Mot, (938




